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STAMPS ON CHINESE STRING MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
¥ ¥ X x x

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL, MR M PAGLIARI, ANNOUNCED TODAY (SUNDAY)
THAT A SET OF SPECIAL STAMPS ON THE THEME OF "CHINESE STRING MUSICAL
INSTRUMENTS" WILL BE ISSUED ON APRIL 14,

THERE WILL BE FOUR DENOMINATIONS: 80 CENTS, $1.80, $2.30 AND
$5. THE STAMPS WERE DESIGNED BY MRS SUMIKO DAVIES AND PRINTED BY
LEIGH-MARDON PTY LIMITED OF AUSTRALIA.

THE STAMPS WILL BE DISPLAYED FOR ADVANCE INFORMATION OF THE
PUBLIC AT THE GENERAL POST OFFICE, TSIM SHA TSUI POST OFFICE AND SHA
TIN CENTRAL POST OFFICE FROM APRIL 1.

OFFICIAL FIRST DAY COVERS WILL BE PLACED ON SALE AT ALL POST
OFFICES, EXCEPT THE AIRPORT POST OFFICE, FROM APRIL 1 AT $1 EACH.

ADVANCE ORDERS FOR SERVICED FIRST DAY COVERS WILL BE ACCEPTED
FROM APRIL 1 TO 7. THE MINIMUM NUMBER OF COVERS PER ORDER IS FIVE,

A RESTRICTION OF TWO SHEETS (50 STAMPS EACH SHEET) OF STAMPS
OF EACH DENOMINATION PER CUSTOMER QUEUING WILL BE IMPOSED ON THE
FIRST DAY OF ISSUE.

FOR THE CONVENIENCE OF CUSTOMERS, FIRST DAY COVERS PRE-AFFIXED
WITH A SET OF STAMPS AND CANCELLED WITH THE FIRST-DAY-OF-1ISSUE
POSTMARK WILL BE AVAILABLE AT $12.90 EACH AT THE FOLLOWING
SIX PHILATELIC OFFICES:

BEACONSFIELD HOUSE POST OFFICE
GENERAL POST OFFICE

GRANVILLE ROAD POST OFFICE
PEAK POST OFFICE

SHA TIN CENTRAL POST OFFICE
TSIM SHA TSUI POST OFFICE

A HAND-BACK SERVICE WILL BE GIVEN TO ALL OFFICIAL AND
PRIVATELY MADE COVERS BEARING THE "FIRST DAY" INDICATION ON APRIL 14
AT ALL POST OFFICES EXCEPT THE AIRPORT POST OFFICE.
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CSD TO TAKE OVER ESCORT DUTIES FROM POLICE
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THE RESPONSIBILITY OF ESCORTING REMAND PRISONERS TO AND FROM
10 MAGISTRACIES AND FIVE CSD RECEPTION CENTRES WILL BE TRANSFERRED
FROM THE POLICE TO THE CORRECTIONAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT (CSD)
STARTING APRIL 1.

SINCE 1948, SUCH DUTIES HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT BY THE POLICE.

JCOMMENTING ON
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COMMENTING ON THE NEW ARRANGEMENT, A CSD SPOKESMAN SAID THE
AIM OF THE TRANSFER WAS TO RELEASE THE POLICE TO THE PROPER DOMAIN OF
THEIR DUTIES.

"WE ARE HAPPY TO TAKE UP THE NEW RESPONSIBILITIES WHICH ARE
MORE APPROPRIATE TO OUR FUNCTIONS," HE SAID, NOTING THAT CSD 1S
ALREADY RESPONSIBLE FOR ESCORTING DUTIES FOR THE SUPREME AND DISTRICT
COURTS.

HE SAID AN ADDITION OF 62 DEPARTMENTAL POSTS HAVE BEEN CREATED
TO MEET THE NEW RESPONSIBILITY.

THE POLICE ARE ESCORTING AN AVERAGE OF ABOUT 3,700 REMAND
PRISONERS BETWEEN MAGISTRACIES AND RECEPTION CENTRES EACH MONTH LAST
YEAR.

ACTIVITIES FOR DISABLED HELD AS SCHEDULED
* F 2 f ¥

IN RESPONSE TO PRESS ENQUIRIES, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF
SOCIAL WELFARE, MR ANTHONY CHAN, COMMENTED ON THE RECENT CASE 1IN
WHICH THE DISABLED WERE REPORTED TO HAVE BEEN DENIED ACCESS ToO

A COMMERCIAL ARCADE WHERE ACTIVITIES FOR THE SEVERELY MENTALLY
HANDICAPPED WOULD BE HELD.

HE SAID HE WAS PLEASED TO LEARN THAT THE MATTER COULD BE
RESOLVED WITHOUT CAUSING ANY FURTHER MISUNDERSTANDING.

HE NOTED THAT THE PROPOSED EVENT ORGANISED BY THE SOCIETY OF
HOMES FOR THE HANDICAPPED AT CITY ONE PLAZA COULD NOW BE HELD AS
SCHEDULED IN APRIL AT NO COST NOR ANY UNACCEPTABLE CONDITIONS.

"WE CERTAINLY DO NOT WISH TO THINK THAT DISCRIMINATION AGAINST
THE DISABLED HAVE SPREAD," HE SAID.

HE SAID IT WAS IMPORTANT TO STEP UP PUBLICITY ON CIVIC
EDUCATION AS A MEANS TO REMOVE PREJUDICE AGAINST THE VULNERABLE.

"THE DISABLED, LIKE EVERYONE OF US, HAVE THE RIGHT TO LIVE 1IN
THE COMMUNITY AND THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD HELP THEM WITH INTEGRATION,"
HE ADDED.

HE SAID AS A PRELUDE TO A SERIES OF PUBLICITY
ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE THIS MESSAGE A TOGETHERNESS DAY WAS BEING
PLANNED FOR APRIL 11 AT KOWLOON PARK.

"THE ABLE-BODIED AND THE DISABLED ALIKE WILL SHARE THE FUN OF
STALL GAMES AND WILL HAVE A CHANCE OF UNDERSTANDING EACH OTHER
BETTER," HE ADDED.
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ARTS POLICY REVIEW REPORT RELEASED FOR CONSULTATION
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THE REPORT OF THE ARTS POLICY REVIEW CONDUCTED BY A GOVERNMENT
WORKING GROUP HAS NOW BEEN PUBLISHED,

THE WORKING GROUP WAS CHAIRED BY THE COMMISSIONER FOR
RECREATION AND CULTURE AND COMPRISED REPRESENTATIVES OF THE URBAN
SERVICES, REGIONAL SERVICES AND EDUCATION DEPARTMENTS.

THE BILINGUAL REPORT WILL BE RELEASED TOMORROW {MONDAY ) FOR
CONSULTATION WITH THE ARTS COMMUNITY , INCLUDING THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL. PANEL ON RECREATION AND CULTURE, THE TWO MUNICIPAL COUNCILS
AND THE COUNCIL FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WHO ARE INTERESTED IN THE SUBJECT AND
WISH TO OBTAIN A COPY OF THE REPORT MAY WRITE TO THE RECREATION AND
CULTURE BRANCH (CULTURE DIVISION), 40TH FLOOR, REVENUE TOWER, 5
GLOUCESTER ROAD, WAN CHAT.

THE CONSULTATION PERIOD WILL LAST UNTIL JUNE 30 THIS YEAR.
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TAPED BRIEFING ON SOCIAL SECURITY
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VISITORS TO MOST OF THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT'S 20 SOCIAL
SECURITY FIELD UNITS MAY NOW LISTEN TO A TAPED BRIEFING ON PUBLIC
ASSISTANCE, OLD AGE ALLOWANCE AND DISABILITY ALLOWANCE.

THE TAPE, WHICH OUTLINES THE GRANTS, CRITERIA, APPLICATION
PROCEDURES AND ABSENCE RULES UNDER THESE SCHEMES, IS INTRODUCED WITH
AN AIM TO RAISE PUBLIC AWARENESS OF SOCIAL SECURITY PROVISIONS AND
FURTHER IMPROVE WORK EFFICIENCY, A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT SAID.

"A COMMON MISCONCEPTION IS THAT THE BASIC RATE IS ESSENTIALLY
WHAT MOST CLIENTS ARE RECEIVING, IN FACT IT IS THE BASIS ON WHICH
ADDITIONAL SUPPLEMENTS AND SPECIAL GRANTS ARE MADE TO MEET THE
CLIENT'S NEEDS," THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

HE ADDED THAT SOCIAL SECURITY FIELD UNIT STAFF WERE ALWAYS
TAKING THE INITIATIVE TO EXPLORE THE NEEDS OF CLIENTS BUT THE LATTER
SHOULD ALSO GIVE OUT MORE DETAILS TO THEIR CASEWORKERS.

"THE TAPED BRIEFING SERVES TO ENCOURAGE THE CLIENTS TO DO SO AS
IT WOULD ENABLE THEIR SPECIFIC NEEDS TO BE IDENTIFIED BY THE
CASEWORKER," HE SAID.

PUBLIC ASSISTANCE (PA) AND SPECIAL NEEDS ALLOWANCES RECIPIENTS
WILL HAVE THEIR PAYMENTS INCREASED BY NINE PER CENT FROM NEXT MONTH.

/DETAILS OF
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DETAILS OF THE NEW RATES ARE:

CATEGORY EXISTING SCALE NEW SCALE

SINGLE PERSON $825

FAMILY: 18T MEMBER 5620
ZND MEMBER $620
3RD MEMBER 5610
4TH MEMBER $610
5TH AND EACH ADDITIONAL $600
MEMBER

OLD AGE SUPPLEMENT

(A) FOR A PA RECIPIENT WHO IS AGED
BETWEEN 60 AND 69 AND IS NOT IN
RECEIPT OF A SPECIAL NEEDS ALLOWANCE

FOR A PA RECIPIENT WHO IS AGED
70 OR ABOVE AND 1S NOT IN RECEIPT
OF A SPECIAL NEEDS ALLOWANCE

DISABILITY SUPPLEMENT

(FOR A PA RECIPIENT WHO IS PARTIALLY
DISABLED AND IS NOT IN RECEIPT OF AN
OLD AGE SUPPLEMENT OR A SPECIAL NEEDS
ALLOWANCE)

CHILD SUPPLEMENT

LONG TERM ANNUAL SUPPLEMENT

(FOR THOSE HOUSEHOLDS IN RECEIPT
OF PA FOR 12 MONTHS OR MORE)

(A) FOR A SINGLE PERSON $1,050

(B) FOR A FAMILY COMPRISING $2,100
TWO TO FOUR MEMBERS

(C) FOR A FAMILY COMPRISING $3,150
FIVE OR MORE MEMBERS

MEAL ALLOWANCE

(FOR STUDENTS ATTENDING FULL-DAY
SCHOOLS AND REQUIRED TO TAKE LUNCH
AWAY FROM HOME)
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SPECIAL NEEDS ALLOWANCES

(A) OLD AGE ALLOWANCE

(1) NORMAL RATE
(FOR THOSE AGED BETWEEN
65 AND 69)

(ITI) HIGHER RATE
(FOR THOSE AGED 70 AND OVER)

(B) DISABILITY ALLOWANCE -

(1) NORMAL RATE $900

(II) HIGHER RATE $1,650 $1,800
(FOR THOSE IN NEED OF

CONSTANT ATTENDANCE)

"ARRANGEMENTS FOR ADJUSTMENTS TO THE PAYMENTS ARE BEING MADE ‘T('?
ENSURE THAT THE RECIPIENTS WILL RECEIVE THE NEW RATES IN GOOD TIME,
THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

SCHOOL MANAGEMENT INITIATIVE LEAFLETS
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ONE MILLION COPIES OF AN INFORMATION LEAFLET ON THE SCHOOL
MANAGEMENT INITIATIVE WILL BE DISTRIBUTED TO THE PUBLIC FROM TOMORROW
(MONDAY) TO EXPLAIN TO PARENTS, STUDENTS AND TEACHERS THE AIMS AND
ADVANTAGES OF THE SCHEME.

THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT HAS ALSO PRODUCED 4,500 POSTERS FOR
PUBLIC DISPLAY.

A SPOKESMAN . FOR THE DEPARTMENT SAID TODAY: "THE SCHOOL
MANAGEMENT INITIATIVE IS AN EXCELLENT WAY FOR SCHOOLS TO MANAGE THEIR
OWN FINANCES AND AFFAIRS MORE FLEXIBLY AND TO ENCOURAGE THE
PARTICIPATION OF TEACHERS, FORMER STUDENTS AND PARENTS 1IN THE
MANAGEMENT OF THEIR SCHOOLS.

"IT WILL HELP ENHANCE COMMUNICATION, DETERMINE SCHOOL OBJECTIVES
AND ACHITIEVE MORE EFFECTIVE AND EFFICIENT USE OF RESOURCES WHICH ARE
BENEFICIAL TO THE STUDENTS."

THE LEAFLETS ARE AVAILABLE AT THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT’S 19
DISTRICT EDUCATION OFFICES AND THE INFORMATION SERVICES DEPARTMENT'’S
PUBLISHING SUB-DIVISION AT FRENCH MISSION BUILDING, 1 BATTERY PATH,
CENTRAL, HONG KONG.
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COURSES AND SEMINARS FOR TEACHERS
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THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT CONDUCTED 23 WORKSHOPS , SEMINARS AND
COURSES FOR KINDERGARTEN, PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS LAST
MONTH.

WORKSHOPS HELD IN FEBRUARY INCLUDED THOSE ON HUMAN RELATIONS
AND TEAM BUILDING, INTERNAL ASSESSMENT OF MATHEMATICS AND "PROJECT
APPROACH" FOR ENGLISH KINDERGARTEN TEACHERS.

TOPICS DISCUSSED AT THE SEMINARS COVERED DIETARY CONSIDERATION
FOR SPECIAL SCHOOL PUPILS, PLASTICS MATERIALS AND THEIR INDUSTRIAL
APPLICATIONS, NEUROSCIENCE, AIDS AND ITS PREVENTION, THE ROLE OF
PRIMARY SCHOOLS' ART AND CRAFT PANEL CHAIRMEN, THE TEACHING OF LOCAL
HISTORY AT SIXTH FORM, FOOD HYGIENE, COMPUTER AND FASHION TREND AND
COLOUR APPLICATION.

COURSES INCLUDED TRAINING FOR TEACHER LIBRARIANS, THE TEACHING
OF SIMPLE SURVEYING, A COMPUTER COURSE ON LOGO PROGRAMMING AND

REFRESHER COURSES FOR CHINESE TEACHERS.

A TALK ON UNDERSTANDING OF ART WAS ALSO ORGANISED FOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL ART AND DESIGN TEACHERS.






