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SECTION 30 OF THE SUMMARY OFFENCES ORDINANCE WHICH MAKES IT
AN OFFENCE FOR A PERSON TO BE IN POSSESSION OF ANYTHING
REASONABLY SUSPECTED OF HAVING BEEN STOLEN AND TO FAIL TO
GIVE A SATISFACTORY ACCOUNT OF HOW HE CAME BY THAT THING;

SECTION 4(4) OF THE MASSAGE ESTABLISHMENTS ORDINANCE (CAP.
266), WHICH PROVIDES FOR AN ENHANCED PENALTY IN CERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES, UNLESS THE DEFENDANT PROVES CERTAIN FACTS;

SECTION 29(6)(A)(I) AND (II) OF THE THEFT ORDINANCE (CAP.
210), UNDER WHICH TWO PRESUMPTIONS OPERATE AGAINST A PERSON
ACCUSED OF CERTAIN OFFENCES INVOLVING THE DISHONEST USE OF
CHEQUES; AND 7

2

SECTION 40(AMS ©F THE DUTIABLE COMMODITIES  ORDINANCE
(CAP.109) WHICH ' 'CREATES A PRESUMPTION THAT ANY GOODS TO
WHICH THE ORDINANCE APPLIES ARE DUTIABLE GOODS.

PROVISIONS TO DELETE THE FIRST FOUR ITEMS WERE CONTAINED IN THE
ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) BILL 1994, WHICH
WAS NOW BEFORE THE COUNCIL, MR MATHEWS SAID.

Latelrme 0 il ALY 8

MOTION DEBATE ON RIGHT OF ABODE IN UK
¥ ¥ ¥ X X

FOLLOWING IS THE SPEECH BY THE SECRETARY FOR SECURITY, MR
ALISTAIR ASPREY, IN THE LEGCO MOTION DEBATE ON RIGHT OF ABODE IN UK
FOR ALL HONG KONG BRITISH NATIONALS:

MR PRESIDENT:

NATIONALITY AND RIGHT OF ABODE HAVE A DIRECT BEARING ON HONG
KONG PEOPLE’S LIVES. THEY ARE SUBJECTS IN WHICH HONG KONG PEOPLE HAVE
A SPECIAL AND DIRECT INTEREST. THEY ARE AMONG THE ISSUES AT THE
HEART OF THE TRANSITION.

THE MOTION BEFORE US TODAY PROPOSES THAT ALL BRITISH NATIONALS
IN HONG KONG SHOULD BE GRANTED BRITISH CITIZENSHIP AND, THEREBY, THE
RIGHT OF ABODE 1IN THE; UNITED KINGDOM. THIS HAS BEEN DEBATED
PREVIOUSLY IN THIS COUNCIL; IT HAS BEEN THOROUGHLY DEBATED IN THE
BRITISH PARLIAMENT; AND IT HAS - AND IS - OFTEN DISCUSSED IN THE
COMMUNITY AT LARGE.

THE ISSUE WAS DISCUSSED AT LENGTH BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL IN
THE LATTER HALF OF 1989. AT THAT TIME THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT MADE
ITS POSITION CLEAR; WE BELIEVED THAT THE BEST SOLUTION WOULD BE FOR
BRITAIN TO GRANT THE RIGHT OF ABODE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM TO ALL
BRITISH NATIONALS IN HONG KONG. THAT WAS OUR POSITION THEN; AND IT
REMAINS OUR POSITION TODAY.

JOUR LOBBYING
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OUR LOBBYING EFFORTS - AND THE EFFORTS OF MANY MEMBERS OF THIS
COUNCIL - RESULTED, IN LATE 1989, IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BRITISH
NATIONALITY SELECTION SCHEME. THIS SCHEME DID NOT GO AS FAR AS WE
WISH. NEVERTHELESS, DESPITE ITS LIMITATIONS, I BELIEVE THAT IT HAS
HELPED - AS WAS ITS AIM - TO ENCOURAGE PEOPLE TO REMAIN IN HONG KONG,
AND TO ENSURE THAT BUSINESS AND THE ADMINISTRATION CONTINUE TO
FUNCTION EFFECTIVELY AND SUCCESSFULLY.

WE WILL CONTINUE TO URGE THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO GO FURTHER.
BUT MEMBERS WILL BE AWARE OF THE EXTENSIVE DEBATE THAT HAS ALREADY
TAKEN PLACE IN BRITAIN ON THE MATTER. THE QUESTION OF GRANTING FULL
BRITISH CITIZENSHIP TO HONG KONG BDTCS WAS CONSIDERED CAREFULLY AND
THOROUGHLY BY PARLIAMENT WHEN IT DEBATED THE BRITISH NATIONALITY (HONG
KONG) ACT 1IN 1990. IT IS NOT A POSITION THAT HAS THE SUPPORT OF
EITHER THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT OR THE MAJOR OPPOSITION PARTY 1IN
BRITAIN.

WE HAVE IN PREPARATION FOR THIS DEBATE CONSULTED THE BRITISH
GOVERNMENT ON THIS SUBJECT ONCE MORE. AND THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS
REITERATED ITS POSITION. 1IN THEIR VIEW, THE AWARD OF CITIZENSHIP TO
50,000 HEADS OF HOUSEHOLD WAS THE RIGHT RESPONSE, WHICH HAS HELPED TO
BOLSTER CONFIDENCE IN HONG KONG. NOTHING HAS HAPPENED SINCE THE
SCHEME WAS SET UP TO CHANGE THEIR VIEW. THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT ARE
NOT PREPARED TO AWARD CITIZENSHIP TO ALL THE APPROXIMATELY 3.5 MILLION
BDTCS: THEY CONSIDER THAT THEY COULD NOT BIND A FUTURE BRITISH
GOVERNMENT TO SUCH A LARGE POTENTIAL IMMIGRATION COMMITMENT. THEY
CONSIDER THAT THE GREAT MAJORITY OF BDTCS HAVE MADE CLEAR THAT THEY
WISH TO CONTINUE TO LIVE IN HONG KONG; AND THEY ARE CONFIDENT THAT THE
JOINT DECLARATION MAKES PROVISION FOR ALL BDTCS WHO WISH TO CONTINUE
TO RESIDE IN HONG KONG TO DO SO.

WE WILL CONTINUE TO PRESS THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT AND TO PUT OUR
POSITION AND THE POSITION OF THIS COUNCIL TO THEM. BUT I HAVE TO
SAY TO MEMBERS THAT, ON THE BASIS OF OUR MOST RECENT CONTACTS, AND ON
THE BASIS OF THE CONSISTENTLY EXPRESSED POSITION OF THE BRITISH
GOVERNMENT IN RECENT YEARS, IT WOULD BE UNREALISTIC TO EXPECT A CHANGE

OF POLICY.

IN LINE WITH OUR CONSISTENT POSITION, WE WILL BE VOTING FOR
THIS MOTION TODAY. BUT WE BELIEVE ALSO THAT OUR ENERGIES SHOULD BE
DIRECTED TO ENSURING THAT HONG KONG REMAINS A PLACE WHERE HONG KONG
PEOPLE WANT TO REMAIN; THAT ITS WAY OF LIFE AND ITS PROSPERITY ARE
PRESERVED AND UNDERPINNED, THAT THE LETTER AND THE SPIRIT OF THE
SAFEGUARDS FOR HONG KONG’S FUTURE PROVIDED BY THE JOINT DECLARATION
ARE HONOURED IN FULL.

MR PRESIDENT, I SHOULD ALSO LIKE TO SPEAK ABOUT THE SPECIAL
CASE FOR BRITISH CITIZENSHIP FOR THE ETHNIC MINORITIES. WITHOUT
DETRACTING FROM OUR SUPPORT FOR THE GRANT OF BRITISH CITIZENSHIP TO
ALL HONG KONG BDTCS, WE HAVE GIVEN OUR SUPPORT PARTICULARLY FOR THE
GRANT OF CITIZENSHIP AND RIGHT OF ABODE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM TO THE
ETHNIC MINORITIES WHO ARE BDTCS. THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAS NOT AS YET
ACCEPTED OUR ARGUMENTS ON BEHALF OF THE ETHNIC MINORITIES, ALTHOUGH
THESE HAVE THE SUPPORT OF A CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF THE
PARLIAMENT INCLUDING MEMBERS OF THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS COMMITTEE. WE WILL
CONTINUE TO PRESS THEIR CASE. THANK YOU, MR PRESIDENT.

e R S
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MOTION DEBATE ON KWUN LUNG LAU LANDSLIP
X % % X

FOLLOWING IS THE SPEECH BY THE SECRETARY FOR WORKS, MR JAMES
BLAKE, IN THE MOTION DEBATE ON KWUN LUNG LAU LANDSLIP IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TONIGHT (WEDNESDAY):

MR- PRESIDENT,

IT IS FOR LEGCO TO DECIDE WHETHER OR NOT IT SHOULD CONDUCT ITS
OWN ENQUIRY INTO THE KWUN LUNG LAU (KLL) CASE AND RELATED ISSUES.
HOWEVER, MAY I ASK THAT MEMBERS SERIOUSLY CONSIDER WHETHER OR NOT THEY
WILL BE IN A BETTER POSITION TO JUDGE THE NEED FOR A SELECT COMMITTEE,
UNDER THE STATED ORDINANCE, FOLLOWING THE FULL TECHNICAL REPORT ON THE
TRAGEDY AT KLL BECOMING AVAILABLE IN ABOUT SEVEN WEEKS FROM NOW.

THE VERY COMPLEX ONGOING TECHNICAL INVESTIGATIONS AND ANALYSES
ARE REQUIRED TO DETERMINE THE CAUSES OF THE SLOPE AND WALL FAILURE.
IT MUST BE ASKED THE QUESTION AS TO WHETHER A SELECT COMMITTEE, IN
VIEW OF THESE COMPLICATIONS, IS BETTER PLACED TO CARRY OUT THIS TASK
RATHER THAN THE 1NDEPENDENCE OF AN INTERNATIONAL EXPERT SUCH AS
PROFESSOR MORGENSTERN AND THE PRESENT TEAM OF EXPERTS IN THE
GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING OFFICE. PARALLEL LINES OF ENQUIRY COULD
WELL LEAD TO CONFUSION, NOT CLARITY.

WE ARE ALREADY COMPLETING MUCH OF A COMPREHENSIVE
INVESTIGATION, INCLUDING ARCHIVE RESEARCH, INTERVIEWS, TOPOGRAPHIC
SURVEYS, SURVEYS OF EXISTING SERVICES, GEOLOGICAL MAPPING, DRILLING
AND SAMPLING, EXCAVATION OF TRIAL PITS, STUDY OF GROUNDWATER
CONDITIONS, LABORATORY TESTING. WE ARE NOW PROCEEDING WITH THE
EXTENSIVE ENGINEERING ANALYSES. THIS WORK WILL CONTINUE AS QUICKLY AS
POSSIBLE UNTIL CONCLUSIONS CAN BE DRAWN AS TO THE CAUSES OF THE
FAILURE. ONLY THEN WILL IT BE POSSIBLE TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE
LANDSLIP COULD HAVE BEEN PREVENTED.

PROFESSOR MORGENSTERN HAS ALSO ACCEPTED IN HIS BRIEF A
REQUIREMENT THAT IN ADDITION TO HIS FINDINGS ON THE CAUSE OF THE KLL
COLLAPSE, HE SHOULD ALSO ADVISE GOVERNMENT ON THE ADEQUACY OF OUR
CURRENT APPROACH TO SLOPE SAFETY. THIS ADVICE CAN INCLUDE ANY FURTHER
MEASURES THAT HE CONSIDERS COULD IMPROVE SLOPE SAFETY IN HK.

]

REVIEWING THE EXCELLENT PROGRESS THUS FAR WITH THE
INVESTIGATION GIVES ME ASSURANCE THAT ENQUIRY COMPLETION BY THE END
OF NOVEMBER WITHIN FOUR MONTHS OF THE INCIDENT, ALTHOUGH A VERY
DEMANDING TASK, CAN BE ACHIEVED. FOR THIS REASON, THE PROFESSIONALS 1IN
THE GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING OFFICE ARE CONCENTRATING THEIR EFFORTS ON
THIS TASK, WITHOUT BEING DISTRACTED BY OTHER ISSUES. THIS IS8 TO
ENSURE THAT THE PROGRESS AND THE QUALITY OF THE REPORT WILL RECEIVE
ABSOLUTE PRIORITY, A PRIORITY THAT COULD WELL BE ADVERSELY AFFECTED
BY ANOTHER LINE OF ENQUIRY BEING OPENED AT THIS TIME.

/WE HAVE
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WE HAVE GIVEN A PUBLIC ASSURANCE THAT WE WILL BE OPEN AND
TRANSPARENT . THUS FAR WE HAVE PUBLISHED OUR INITIAL REPORT ON THE
INVESTIGATION AND THE RELATED REPORTS FROM THE HOUSING SOCIETY
CONSULTANTS. WE WILL ALSO PUBLISH IN FULL OUR FINAL FINDINGS AS WELL
AS PROFESSOR MORGENSTERN'S INDEPENDENT REPORT. I DO NOT SEE FULL
TRANSPARENCY TO BE A PROBLEM. ALL RELEVANT PUBLIC BODIES AND
OFFICERS ARE AVAILABLE TO CO-OPERATE FULLY WITH LEGCO MEMBERS NO
MATTER WHETHER THEY ARE AUTHORIZED UNDER THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
(POWERS AND PRIVILEGES) ORDINANCE OR NOT.

THE HONOURABLE MEMBERS HAVE TODAY RESTATED THE VIEWS WHICH WERE
PUT FORWARD IN CONNECTION WITH A COMMISSION OF INQUIRY.

THE CAUSES OF THE LANDSLIP AND WHETHER IT COULD HAVE BEEN
PREVENTED.

THE ADEQUACY OF OUR EXISTING LEGISLATION, POLICY AND
RESOURCES.

THE ADEQUACY OR OTHERWISE OF CONTINGENCY MEASURES FOR
EMERGENCY SERVICES. ‘

ANY IMPROVEMENT AND REMEDIAL MEASURES THAT COULD BE
ADOPTED TO PREVENT THE RECURRENCE AND IDENTIFYING THOSE
WHO SHOULD BE HELD RESPONSIBLE.

I BELIEVE THAT THE SELECT COMMITTEE, I1F APPOINTED, WOULD INDEED
BE TASKED TO ENQUIRE INTO THESE SIMILAR CONCERNS AND IN THIS REGARD,
THE FOLLOWING COMMENTS MAY BE HELPFUL.

"AS TO THE FIRST CONCERNS I.E. THE CAUSE OF THE FAILURE,
PARTIES RESPONSIBLE AND IMPROVEMENT MEASURES TO BE ADOPTED, IT WILL
NOT BE POSSIBLE TO ADDRESS THESE PROPERLY WITHOUT THE FULL TECHNICAL
INVESTIGATION REPORT. HENCE THE DECISION BY THE GOVERNOR-IN-COUNCIL
TO AWAIT THE REPORT BEFORE DECIDING ON A COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY. THIS
IS NOT A STALLING TACTIC. IT ADDRESSES THE REALITY OF THE SITUATION,
WHILE UTILISING THE BEST AVAILABLE EXPERTISE TO DEAL WITH THIS FIRST
CRITICALLY IMPORTANT STAGES OF THE ENQUIRY INTO THIS MATTER.

AS TO THE ADEQUACY OF THE LEGISLATION, POLICY AND RESOURCES 1IN
THE PREVENTION OF LANDSLIPS, THE WORKS BRANCH IS CURRENTLY OVERSEEING
A FOCUSED REVIEW INTO THESE MATTERS. THIS IS BEING COMPLETED WITH
SEPARATE RESOURCES, THAT IN PARALLEL WITH THE TECHNICAL INVESTIGATION,
AND I WILL BE PLEASED TO REPORT TO MEMBERS ON THE OUTCOME OF OUR
REVIEW, WITH AS MUCH DETAIL AS MEMBERS REQUIRE. I WOULD ALSO ADD THAT
DEPARTMENTAL REVIEWS OF SLOPE SAFETY POLICY HAVE BEEN UNDERTAKEN AT
VARIOUS TIMES SINCE THE 1980S. FURTHERMORE IT IS CLEARLY A MATTER OF
RECORD THAT SINCE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING
OFFICE, THERE HAVE BEEN SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENTS IN THE SAFETY OF
SLOPES. AS TO THE ADEQUACY OF THE RESOURCES THAT WE ARE CURRENTLY
USING, THIS WILL BE TOUCHED UPON IN OUR REVIEW AND I WILL BRING THIS
TO OUR HONOURABLE MEMBERS FOR THEIR CAREFUL CONSIDERATION 1IN DUE
COURSE.

JON THES . iis oo
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ON THE CONTINGENCY MEASURES FOR EMERGENCY SITUATIONS, THE
FACTS OF THE MEASURES THAT WE HAVE TAKEN IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THIS
EMERGENCY HAVE ALREADY BEEN LAID BEFORE MEMBERS BY WAY OF A DETAILED
REPORT. SUFFICIENT TO SAY THAT INFORMATION SHOWS THAT ALL POLICE, FIRE
SERVICE, HOUSING SOCIETY, BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT, DISTRICT ENGINEERS
FROM GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING OFFICE AND SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT
STAFF WERE ON SITE PROMPTLY. A COMMAND POST WAS SET UP BY 9.16 PM AND
ABOUT 2,500 RESIDENTS WERE SAFELY EVACUATED BY 10.30 PM., TEMPORARY
SHELTERS WERE OPENED. MEALS, BLANKETS, AND RELIEF ARTICLES WERE
PROVIDED. A 24-HOUR HOTLINE WAS SET UP BY THE DISTRICT OFFICE TO
FACILITATE ENQUIRIES. ALL OF THESE AND OTHER POST-INCIDENT ACTIONS
TOOK PLACE PROMPTLY IN VERY DIFFICULT CONDITIONS. I ARRIVED BACK FROM
LONDON JUST A FEW HOURS BEFORE THE INCIDENT IN TIME TO VISIT THE SITE
THAT NIGHT AND THE FOLLOWING MORNING TO SEE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THESE

MEASURES.

MEMBERS WOULD BE WISHED TO BE ASSURED THAT IN THE EVENT THAT
THE TECHNICAL INVESTIGATION DOES PROVIDE EVIDENCE A FURTHER INQUIRY IS
NEEDED INTO THE CONDUCT OF PUBLIC BODIES OR PUBLIC OFFICERS IN THE
CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE TRAGEDY, THE APPROPRIATE ACTION WILL BE TAKEN.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY IS ON RECORD TO CONFIRM THAT THE GOVERNMENT IS NOT
AVOIDING THIS ISSUE. WHILST THE ESSENTIAL FIRST STEP IS TO IDENTIFY
THE CAUSE OF THE SLOPE FAILURE, THE TECHNICAL ENQUIRY PHASE DOES NOT
PRECLUDE FURTHER ENQUIRY ON THE QUESTION OF RESPONSIBILITY, BUT INDEED
THIS PRESENT PHASE IS ESSENTIAL TO PROVIDE THE BODY OF EVIDENCE NEEDED
TO DETERMINE RESPONSIBILITY.

MR PRESIDENT, TO SUM UP, TECHNICAL INVESTIGATION IS NOW WELL IN
HAND. THE INDEPENDENT REPORT FROM PROFESSOR MORGENSTERN AND THE
FINDINGS OF OUR OWN TECHNICAL INVESTIGATION SHOULD BE AVAILABLE 1IN
JUST A FEW WEEKS. OUR ACTIONS ARE OPEN AND TRANSPARENT. THE EXISTING
COMMUNICATION CHANNELS BETWEEN LEGCO AND THE ADMINISTRATION ARE
EFFECTIVE AND AVAILABLE TO MEMBERS AT ALL TIMES. THE APPOINTMENT OF A
SELECT COMMITTEE AT THIS.TIME WILL NOT ADD TO THE PRESENT ENQUIRIES.
AND INDEED MAY WELL HAVE AN ADVERSE EFFECT ON THE PROGRESS AND QUALITY
OF THE CURRENT INVESTIGATION. MR PRESIDENT, MAY I ASK HONOURABLE
MEMBERS TO KEEP THIS IMPORTANT POINTS IN MIND WHEN THEY MAKE THEIR
INDIVIDUAL DECISIONS. THANK YOU.
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CONTROL OF PRIVATE MEDICAL PRACTICES
¥ & ¥ X ¥

THE FOLLOWING IS A WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR HEALTH
AND WELFARE, MRS KATHERINE FOK, TO A QUESTION BY THE HON ERIC LI IN
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY)!

MR PRESIDENT,

({A) THE PROVISIONS GOVERNING THE INCORPORATION OF COMPANIES
ARE CONTAINED IN PART T OF THE COMPANIES ORDINANCE (CAP
32). SECTION 4 OF TH1S ORDINANCE PROVIDES THAT ANY TWO OR
MORE PERSONS, ASSOCIATED FOR ANY LAWFUL PURPOSE, MAY FORM
AN INCORPORATED COMPANY WITH LIMITED LIABILITY. THERE ARE
NO SPECIFIC PROVISIONS WHICH PROHIBIT AN INVESTOR FROM
INCORPORATING A LIMITED COMPANY TO OWN A MEDICAL PRACTICE
WHICH IS UNDER THE DIRECT SUPERVISION OF A REGISTERED
MEDICAL PRACTITIONER OR A GROUP OF . REGISTERED MEDICAL
PRACTITIONERS. IF THE OBJECTS OF A COMPANY DO NOT ' APPEAR
TO BE ILLEGAL, THE REGISTRAR OF COMPANIES CANNOT REFUSE
THE INCORPORATION.

THERE ARE NO SPECIFIC STATUTORY PROVISIONS WHICH PROHIBIT
AN INDIVIDUAL DOCTOR OR A GROUP OF DOCTORS FROM
INCORPORATING A COMPANY TO CARRY ON THE BUSINESS OF
MEDICAL PRACTICE, OR TO INVEST 1IN SUCH A BUSINESS.

UNDER THE MEDICAL CLINICS ORDINANCE (CAP 343), PRIVATE
CONSULTING ROOMS USED EXCLUSIVELY BY REGISTERED MEDICAL
PRACTITIONERS IN THE COURSE OF THEIR PRACTICE ON THEIR OWN
ACCOUNT AND NOT BEARING ANY TITLE OR DESCRIPTIONS WHICH
INCLUDE THE WORD "CLINIC" OR "POLYCLINIC" IN THE ENGLISH
LANGUAGE ARE SPECIFICALLY EXEMPTED FROM THE REGISTRATION
REQUIREMENTS OF THAT ORDINANCE. NEVERTHELESS, ALL
REGISTERED MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
STANDARD OF THEIR PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE AND ARE SUBJECT TO
THE CONTROL OF THE MEDICAL REGISTRATION ORDINANCE (CAP
161) AND THE PROFESSIONAL CODE OF CONDUCT ISSUED BY THE
MEDICAL COUNCIL.

THE ANSWER TO (C) ABOVE IS THE SAME WHETHER OR NOT THE
MEDICAL PRACTICE IS INCORPORATED UNDER THE COMPANIES
ORDINANCE 1IN THE SITUATIONS AS DESCRIBED IN (A) AND (B)

ABOVE.
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APPLIED RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT FUND
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THE FOLLOWING IS A SPEECH BY THE ACTING SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND
INDUSTRY, MRS REGINA 1P, IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION BY THE HON NGAI
SHIU-KIT IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

MR PRESIDENT,

THE APPLIED RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT FUNDING SCHEME IS
ADMINISTERED BY THE GOVERNMENT-OWNED APPLIED RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
FUND CO LTD, WHICH IS REQUIRED TO SEEK A RETURN OF FIVE PER CENT ON
FUNDS ADVANCED FROM THE CAPITAL INVESTMENT FUND. SINCE THE SCHEME WAS
LAUNCHED IN FEBRUARY 1993, THERE HAVE BEEN SOME 300 ENQUIRIES, LEADING
TO 28 APPLICATIONS, OF WHICH TEN HAVE BEEN APPROVED AND SIX ARE BEING
PROCESSED. (THIS APPROVAL RATE COMPARES FAVOURABLY WITH PRIVATE
SECTOR VENTURE CAPITAL COMPANIES.)

NEVETHELESS, AS 'I'Hk ORIGINAL EXPECTATION WAS THAT THE SCHEME
WOULD HELP TO FUND AN AVERAGE OF 20 PROJECTS EACH YEAR, THE COMPANY IS
CONSIDERING CHANGES TO THE SCHEME TO MAKE IT MORE ATTRACTIVE TO
POTENTIAL APPLICANTS, INCLUDING STREAMLINING THE APPLICATION PROCESS,
EXPANDING BOTH THE PROPORTION AND THE SCOPE OF EXPENDITURE WHICH MAY
BE COVERED BY FUNDING, AND BY MAKING MORE OF THE FUNDING AVAILABLE
THROUGH EQUITY PARTICIPATION RATHER THAN REPAYABLE, INTEREST-BEARING
LOANS. THE COMPANY HAS RECOMMENDED AGAINST MAKING OUTRIGHT GRANTS TO
APPLICANTS, BUT HAS SUGGESTED THAT THE OBLIGATION TO ACHIEVE A FIVE
PER CENT RATE OF RETURN BE LIFTED, NOTING THAT THIS WOULD ENABLE IT
TO OFFER SOFT LOANS AND TO ASSUME A HIGHER LEVEL OF RISK.

THE GOVERNMENT IS GIVING CAREFUL CONSIDERATION TO PROPOSALS TO
INCREASE THE PROPORTION OF EXPENDITURE WHICH MAY BE FUNDED AND TO
REMOVE THE REQUIREMENT TO ACHIEVE ‘A FIVE PER CENT RATE OF RETURN,
BOTH OF WHICH WOULD REQUIRE THE CONSENT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE OF
THIS COUNCIL.

HAPE Sl T -SSP

APPLIED RESEARCH CENTRE
f ¥ X ¥ x

THE FOLLOWING IS A SPEECH BY THE ACTING SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND
INDUSTRY, MRS REGINA IP, IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION BY THE HON NGAL
SHIU-KIT IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

MR PRESIDENT,

THE GOVERNMENT HAS ASKED THE INDUSTRY AND TECHNOLOGY
DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL TO ADVISE ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN APPLIED
RESEARCH CENTRE, AND EXPECTS TO RECEIVE ITS RECOMMENDATIONS 1IN THE
NEAR FUTURE. FUNDING PROPOSALS WILL BE MADE TO THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
OF THIS COUNCIL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE THEREAFTER.

/THE COUNCIL
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THE COUNCIL BRINGS TOGETHER REPRESENTATIVES FROM MANY
INDUSTRIAL SECTORS AND ORGANISATIONS, AND IS THUS WELL PLACED TO
REFLECT THE VIEWS OF THE MANUFACTURING SECTOR.

IN CONSIDERING WHETHER A NEW OR EXISTING ORGANISATION COULD
BEST DISCHARGE THE PROPOSED FUNCTIONS OF THE APPLIED RESEARCH CENTRE,
FACTORS SUCH AS THE ABILITY AND WILLINGNESS OF EXISTING ORGANISATIONS
TO DO SO, AND THE SCOPE FOR OPERATIONAL AND FINANCIAL SYNERGIES WOULD
BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT.

= == =0 = = = =

PUBLIC HOUSTNG FOR ELDERLY
¥ ¥ ¥ % %

FOLLOWING IS A SPEECH MADE BY THE SECRETARY FOR PLANNING,
ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS, MR TONY EASON, 1IN HIS WRITTEN REPLY TO A
QUESTION BY THE HON ZACHARY WONG WAI-YIN IN THI LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
TODAY (WEDNESDAY) :

MR PRESIDENT,

(A) IN THE PAST THREE YEARS, THERE WERE 7 CASES OF CONFLICT BETWEEN
ELDERLY PEOPLE IN SHARED FLATS IN PUBLIC HOUSING ESTATES WHICH
RESULTED IN INJURY OR DEATH. 4 DEATHS WERE CAUSED.

(B) THERE ARE 10,790 TENANTS SHARING ACCOMMODATION IN PUBLIC HOUSING
ESTATES., IN THE PAST THREE YEARS, 490 COMPLAINTS ABOUT CONFLICT WERE
RECEIVED. IN SUCH CASES HOUSING DEPARTMENT STAFF NORMALLY INTERVIEW
THOSE CONCERNED TO TRY TO RESOLVE THE DISPUTE, WHILE MANY DISPUTES
ARE RESOLVED OR DEFUSED IN THIS WAY, OTHERS ARE REFERRED TO THE
SOC1AL WELFARE DEPARTMENT FOR COUNSELLING AND ASSISTANCE, INCLUDING
MEDICAL AND PSYCHIATRIC HELP AND THE PROVISION OF HOME CARE SERVICES.

WHERE DISPUTES APPEAR MORE SERIOUS, TRANSFERS ARE ARRANGED BY
THE HOUSING DEPARTMENT A5 SOON AS PRACTICABLE. IN THE PAST THREE
YEARS, A TOTAL OF 161 TRANSFERS HAVE BEEN ARRANGED IN SUCH
CIRCUMSTANCES ,

(C) AS WELL AS MAKING UNITS WITH SHARED FACILITIES AVAILABLE TO
ELDERLY TENANTS FOR WHOM SUCH ACCOMMODATION 1S SUITABLE, THE HOUSING
DEPARTMENT ALSO PROVIDES PURPOSE-BUILT SELF-CONTAINED FLATS FOR 1 OR
2-PERSON HOUSEHOLDS AS PART OF THE PUBLIC HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMME . A TOTAL OF 38,000 SMALL FLATS, NEW AND REFURBISHED, WILL
BE AVAILABLE FOR ALLOCATION TO 1 OR 2=-PERSON AND MOSTLY ELDERLY
HOUSEHOLDS FROM 1994/95 TO 1998/99.

THE HOUSING DEPARTMENT HAS ALSO ADOPTED OTHER MEASURES TO
PREVENT AND RESOLVE CONFLICTS AMONG ELDERLY TENANTS. UNDER THE
HOUSING FOR SENIOR CITIZENS SCHEME, HOSTEL ACCOMMODATION WITH A WARDEN
SERVICE TO HELP RESIDENTS GET ON TOGETHER BETTER I8 PROVIDED. THERE
ARE NOW 15 HOUSING FOR SENIOR CITIZENS PROJECTS, WITH ANOTHER 38
PROVIDING 4,900 PLACES COMING ON STREAM 1IN THE NEXT 5 YEARS.

IN ADDITION, THE HOUSING DEPARTMENT STARTED AN ESTATE LIAISON
OFFICERS SCHEME IN 1991 TO LOOK AFTER THE ELDERLY IN PUBLIC HOUSING
ESTATES. THIS SCHEME HAS BEEN EXTENDED 10 TEN ESTATES,

R <Rl e e
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HONORARIA FOR DEPUTY JUDGES TO BE ADJUSTED
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THE FOLLOWING IS A SPEECH BY THE ACTING CHIEF SECRETARY, MR
MICHAEL LEUNG, IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION BY THE HON EMILY LAU IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

MR PRESIDENT,

(A) THE CURRENT DAILY HONORARIA FOR DEPUTY HIGH COURT JUDGES,
DEPUTY DISTRICT COURT JUDGES AND TEMPORARY MAGISTRATES ARE
$4,600, $3,750 AND $2,500 RESPECTIVELY.

THE RATES WERE LAST REVISED IN JUNE 1989,

THE JUDICIARY ADMINISTRATOR ACCEPTS THAT THERE IS A CASE
FOR ADJUSTING THESE RATES, AND HOPES TO BE ABLE TO PUT
FORWARD PROPOSALS TO THE FINANCE COMMITTEE WITHIN THE NEXT
YEAR.

ALTHOUGH THE HONORARIA ARE NOT DESIGNED TO COMPENSATE
DEPUTY JUDGES AND TEMPORARY MAGISTRATES FOR THEIR LOSS OF
EARNINGS, THE EXISTING RATES HAVE NOT KEPT PACE WITH
INFLATION. SOME ~ PRACTITIONERS, PARTICULARLY THE MORE
JUNIOR ONES, HAVE CITED THIS AS A REASON FOR THEIR REFUSAL
TO SERVE AS DEPUTY JUDGES AND TEMPORARY MAGISTRATES.

SRR ) T

CORRUPTION COMPLAINTS
AT 4R T i

THE FOLLOWING IS A SPEECH BY THE ACTING CHIEF SECRETARY, MR
MICHAEL LEUNG, IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION BY THE HON MRS SELINA CHOW
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY ) :

MR PRESIDENT,

THE GOVERNMENT SECTOR ACCOUNTED FOR 42 PER CENT OF THE 3,284
COMPLAINTS OF ALLEGED CORRUPTION REPORTED TO THE ICAC IN 1993. DURING
THAT YEAR, THE ICAC RECEIVED 1,365 GOVERNMENT SECTOR COMPLAINTS. IN
1990, THE FIGURE WAS 1,125, IN 1991 978 AND IN 1992 1,032. SO FAR THIS
YEAR, 1,008 COMPLAINTS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED.

NOT ALL ALLEGATIONS WERE CAPABLE OF INVESTIGATION. 834 FELL
INTO THE INVESTIGATED CATEGORY IN 1993. CORRESPONDING FIGURES FOR
1990 TO 1992 WERE 513, 577 AND 661. THIS YEAR, 656 COMPLAINTS WERE SO
FAR CAPABLE OF INVESTIGATION.

JIN 1993,
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IN 1993, ON THE ADVICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL'S CHAMBERS,
PROSECUTIONS WERE CONDUCTED AGAINST 44 GOVERNMENT SERVANTS AND A
FURTHER 18 WERE OFFICIALLY CAUTIONED ON ADVICE THAT PROSECUTION WOULD
NOT BE IN THE PUBLIC INTEREST. THE FIGURES FOR PROSECUTION 1IN THE
THREE PREVIOUS YEARS WERE 29, 33 AND 26 AND FOR CAUTIONS 19, 18 AND
25. [N 1994 SO FAR, 31 GOVERNMENT SERVANTS HAVE BEEN PROSECUTED AND

2 CAUTIONED.

ARISING FROM THE PROSECUTIONS IN 1993, 24 GOVERNMENT SERVANTS
WERE CONVICTED. I[N THE PREVIOUS THREE YEARS, THE FIGURES WERE 15, 18
AND 15 AND SO FAR IN 1994 19 OFFICERS HAVE BEEN CONVICTED.

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT STATISTICS FOR EACH YEAR DO NOT
PRECISELY INTER-RELATE. INVESTIGATIONS OF REPORTS MADE IN ONE YEAR
MAY AND FREQUENTLY DO RUN INTO THE NEXT YEAR(S) AND PROSECUTIONS
ARISING FROM THEM WILL BE ACCORDINGLY CARRIED FORWARD FROM ONE YEAR TO
ANOTHER. IN A TIME OF HEAVY CASELOAD AND INCREASINGLY COMPLEX CRIME,
INVESTIGATIONS TAKE LONGER TO COMPLETE AND THIS ALSO MAKES CORRELATION
BY YEARS IMPRECISE.

S LT Ll

OMBUDSMAN RECOMMENDATLONS ACCEPTED
e S

THE FOLLOWING IS A SPEECH BY THE ACTING CHIEF SECRETARY, THE
HON MICHAEL LEUNG, WHEN TABLING THE GOVERNMENT MINUTE IN RESPONSE TO
COMAC'’S STXTH ANNUAL REPORT IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY
(WEDNESDAY ) :

MR PRESIDENT,

WHEN PRESENTING THE SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER FOR
ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLAINTS TO THE COUNCIL ON 6 JULY, THE CHIEF
SECRETARY SAID THAT A GOVERNMENT MINUTE WOULD BE PREPARED IN THREE
MONTHS' TIME, AND THAT THIS WOULD OUTLINE THE ACTION THAT THE
GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN OR PROPOSES TO TAKE IN RESPONSE TO THE
RECOMMENDATIONS MADE BY COMAC IN RELATION TO THE CASES LISTED IN HIS
REPORT ON WHICH COMPLAINTS WERE FOUND TO BE SUBSTANTIATED OR PARTIALLY
SUBSTANTIATED. THIS GOVERNMENT MINUTE [S TABLED TODAY.

IN 1993-94, COMAC FOUND 37 COMPLAINT CASES TO BE SUBSTANTIATED
OR PARTIALLY SUBSTANTIATED. IN THE MAJORITY OF THESE CASES, THE
BRANCHES OR DEPARTMENTS INVOLVED HAVE ACCEPTED AND FOLLOWED UP ALL OF
COMAC’S RECOMMENDATIONS. THERE ARE THREE CASES IN WHICH ONE OF
COMAC’S RECOMMENDED MEASURES HAS HAD TO BE MODIFIED BECAUSE OF
OPERATIONAL CONSTRAINTS. I AM REFERRING TO CASES NOS. OCAC 24/93 (A
COMPLAINT AGAINST THE BUILDINGS DEPARTMENT), OCAC 65/93 (AGAINST THE
LABOUR DEPARTMENT) AND OCACH5/93 {(AGAINST THE LANDS DEPARTMENT ) . THE
REASONS FOR THE MODIFICATIONS ARE SET OUT IN THE MINUTE.

SHOULD ANY MEMBER WISH TO HAVE FURTHER CLARIFICATION ON ANY OF

THE EXPLANATIONS GIVEN IN THE GOVERNMENT MINUTE, THE ADMINISTRATION
WOULD BE PLEASED TO PROVIDE THIS.

Ll TS SR S
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MINUTES ON PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE TABLED
& FE. A f

THE FOLLOWING IS A SPEECH BY THE ACTING CHIEF SECRETARY, THE
HON MICHAEL LEUNG, WHEN INTRODUCING THE GOVERNMENT MINUTES IN RESPONSE
TO REPORT NO. 21A AND 22 OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

MR PRESIDENT,

LAID ON THE TABLE TODAY ARE THE GOVERNMENT MINUTES WHICH
RESPOND RESPECTIVELY TO REPORTS NO. 21A AND NO, 22 OF THE PUBLIC
ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE. THE MINUTES SET OUT THE ACTIONS THE GOVERNMENT
HAS TAKEN, OR IS PLANNING TO TAKE, ON THE CONCLUSIONS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE REPORTS.

THE HONOURABLE PETER WONG, CHAIRMAN OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS
COMMITTEE, SPOKE IN THIS COUNCIL ON 1 JUNE 1994 AND 6 JULY 1994 WHEN
TABLING THE TWO PAC REPORTS. I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO
RESPOND TO SOME OF THE POINTS HE MADE.

PAC REPORT NO. 21A DEALS WITH TWO OUTSTANDING ISSUES, NAMELY,
PROVIDENT FUND AND SUPERANNUATION SCHEMES OPERATED BY SUBVENTED
ORGANISATIONS, AND THE SALE OF A COMMERCIAL SITE IN GARDEN ROAD.

AS REGARDS THE FIRST ISSUE, WE NOTE THAT THE COMMITTEE’S
CONCERN IS FOCUSED PRIMARILY ON THE SUPERANNUATION SCHEMES OF THE
UPGC-FUNDED INSTITUTIONS. WE WELCOME THE COMMITTEE’'S SUPPORT OF OUR
VIEW THAT IT SHOULD BE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE INSTITUTIONS
CONCERNED TO ENSURE THAT THEIR SCHEMES ARE WELL MANAGED. THE UPGC
ACCEPTS THE NEED FOR ACTIVE MONITORING OF THE SCHEMES. IT REQUIRES
THE INSTITUTIONS TO SUBMIT ANNUAL REPORTS AND ACTUARIAL ADVICE ON THE
FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE OF THEIR SUPERANNUATION SCHEMES. THIS ENABLES
THE UPGC TO CONSIDER AND, IF NECESSARY, ADVISE THE INSTITUTIONS ON THE
REMEDIAL ACTION TO BE TAKEN TO RECTIFY ANY DOUBTS OVER THE LONGER TERM
FINANCIAL VIABILITY OF ANY OF THE SCHEMES.

THE COMMITTEE DREW ATTENTION SPECIFICALLY TO THE LONG-TERM
FINANCIAL POSITION OF THE SUPERANNUATION SCHEMES OF THE HKU AND THE
CUHK. THE TWO INSTITUTIONS HAVE RECENTLY SUBMITTED REPORTS TO THE
UPGC ON THEIR PLANS TO ADDRESS THE MATTER. THE UPGC WILL CONSIDER
THESE REPORTS AT ITS FORTHCOMING MEETING. WE WILL INFORM THE PAC OF
THE STEPS TAKEN BY THE INSTITUTIONS IN DUE COURSE.

ON THE SECOND ISSUE, WE HAVE LOOKED VERY CAREFULLY INTO THE WAY
IN WHICH THE SALE OF THE COMMERCIAL SITE IN GARDEN ROAD WAS HANDLED.
OUR CONCLUSION IS THAT THERE IS NO EVIDENCE TO SUBSTANTIATE ANY ACT OF
MISCONDUCT WHICH WOULD WARRANT DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS. THE EVIDENCE
INDICATES THAT THE OFFICERS CONCERNED TOOK ACCOUNT OF A NUMBER OF
CONSIDERATIONS WHICH THEY FELT JUSTIFIED THEIR DECISIONS AND ACTED 1IN
GOOD FAITH. THEIR JUDGEMENT MAY NOW BE QUESTIONED, BUT THAT DOES NOT
CONSTITUTE MISCONDUCT WARRANTING DISCIPLINARY ACTION. WE WOULD LIKE
TO REASSURE MEMBERS THAT THE CENTRAL TENDER BOARD WILL CONTINUE TO
DISCUSS AND RECORD FULLY ANY SUBSTANTIAL DIFFERENCES IN TENDER PRICES
IN CONSIDERING WHETHER TO ACCEPT A TENDER.

/I NOW
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I NOW TURN TO PAC REPORT NO., 22 WHICH EXAMINES THE RESULTS OF
VARIOUS VALUE FOR MONEY AUDITS. FIRST, ON THE QUESTION OF FEES AND
CHARGES. I WISH TO ASSURE MEMBERS THAT WE ARE DETERMINED TO ACHIEVE
THE POLICY OBJECTIVE THAT FEES CHARGED BY THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD, WITH
CERTAIN SPECIFIC EXCEPTIONS, BE SET AT A LEVEL TO RECOVER THE FULL
COST OF PROVIDING THE GOODS OR SERVICES. WE AGREE WITH THE PAC'S
OBSERVATION THAT THE LONGER THE TIME SPAN BETWEEN FEE INCREASES, THE
LARGER THE INCREASE WOULD HAVE TO BE AND HENCE THE MORE DIFFICULT IT
WOULD BE TO SECURE PUBLIC ACCEPTANCE.

THAT IS WHY WE HAVE REFINED OUR SYSTEM LAST YEAR FOR MONITORING
AND IMPLEMENTING FEE REVIEWS AND ADJUSTMENTS. FEES AND CHARGES FOR
GOODS OR SERVICES, WHERE CLIENTS OR USERS SHOULD PAY THE FULL COSTS
INCURRED, ARE REVIEWED ANNUALLY TO TAKE ACCOUNT OF INFLATION. THEY
ARE ALSO SUBJECT TO A FULL COSTING EXERCISE EVERY FOUR YEARS. FOR
BOTH TYPES OF EXERCISES, THE DEPARTMENTS WORK TO A PRE-DETERMINED
SCHEDULE. THIS ENSURES THAT INCREASES IN GOVERNMENT FEES AND CHARGES
ARE PHASED DURING THE COURSE OF THE YEAR TO REDUCE THE IMPACT ON THE
PUBLIC AT ANY ONE TIME. I AM PLEASED TO REPORT THAT THIS SYSTEM HAS
BEEN WORKING WELL. THERE ARE, HOWEVER, STILL INSTANCES WHERE FULL
COST RECOVERY CANNOT YET BE ACHIEVED. FOR EXAMPLE, IN THE CASE OF
LICENSING HOTELS, GUESTHOUSES AND CLUBS, THE FULL COST OF OPERATING
THE LICENSING SCHEMES WILL ONLY BE RECOVERABLE UPON FULL
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SCHEMES.

IN HIS SPEECH, MR WONG COMMENTED ON THE INADEQUACIES IN THE
PLANNING OF A NUMBER OF GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC PROJECTS. I AGREE THAT
THE DEPARTMENTS CONCERNED SHOULD MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO WORK OUT THEIR
PRECISE REQUIREMENTS AT THE PLANNING AND DESIGN STAGE. THE GOVERNMENT
MINUTE SETS OUT IN DETAIL THE ACTIONS WE HAVE TAKEN IN RESPONSE TO
PAC’S ADVICE 1IN THIS REGARD, BOTH PROJECT-SPECIFIC AND IN GENERAL
TERMS. I WISH TO ASSURE MEMBERS THAT THE ADMINISTRATION IS CONSCIOUS
OF THE NEED TO ENSURE THAT GOVERNMENT PROJECTS ARE ADEQUATELY PLANNED,
THAT THEY ARE COMPLETED ON TIME AND WITHIN BUDGET, AND THAT THEY
ACHIEVE THEIR INTENDED OBJECTIVES.

ON THE UTILISATION OF SPACE 1IN THE HOUS ING AUTHORITY
HEADQUARTERS BUILDING, TO WHICH MR WONG REFERRED IN PARTICULAR, THE
DIRECTOR OF HOUSING HAS, IN HIS RESPONSE IN THE GOVERNMENT MINUTE,
ASSURED THE PAC THAT HE WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE THE HOUSING AUTHORITY
WITH ALL RELEVANT INFORMATION TO FACILITATE THE AUTHORITY IN ITS
CONSIDERATIONS OF HOUSING POLICY AND OTHER DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS. THE
HOUSING AUTHORITY, LIKE THE GOVERNMENT, FULLY RECOGNISES THE
IMPORTANCE OF THE PAC’S OBSERVATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS. IN THE
LIGHT OF THE PAC'S REPORT, THE HOUSING AUTHORITY HAS REQUESTED THE
HOUSING DEPARTMENT TO CONDUCT A COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW OF THE ALLOCATION
AND UTILISATION OF OFFICE SPACE AT THE HOUSING AUTHORITY HEADQUARTERS
BUILDING. THE DIRECTOR OF HOUSING WILL PROVIDE TO THE PAC THE RESULTS
OF THE REVIEW.

MR PRESIDENT, THE GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO WORKING CLOSELY
WITH THE AUDIT DEPARTMENT AND THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE IN THE
QUEST FOR THE MORE EFFICIENT USE OF PUBLIC FUNDS. I AM CONFIDENT THAT
THE MEASURES WE HAVE TAKEN, OR ARE PLANNING TO TAKE, WILL GO A LONG
WAY TOWARDS THIS END.
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WEED AND PEST CONTROL
¥ ¥ X % %

THE FOLLOWING IS A SPEECH BY THE SECRETARY FOR PLANNING,
ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS, MR TONY EASON, IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION BY THE
HON SAMUEL WONG IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

MR PRESIDENT,

(A) PESTICIDES AND HERBICIDES ARE USED TO CONTROL THE GROWTH
OF INSECTS, FUNGI AND WEEDS ON GOLF COURSES. THE USE OF
THESE PESTICIDES AND HERBICIDES IS GOVERNED BY THE
PESTICIDES ORDINANCE.

THERE IS NO EVIDENCE TO SUGGEST THAT EXCESSIVE PESTICIDES
OR HERBICIDES HAVE BEEN USED ON GOLF COURSES. NOR IS
THERE EVIDENCE TO SHOW THAT LAND OR WATER COURSES IN THEIR
VICINITY HAVE BEEN POLLUTED BY PESTICIDES.

THE ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN ENCOURAGING THE USE OF
BIOLOGICAL AND MANUAL CONTROL OF WEEDS AND PESTS (I.E.
HAND-WEEDING AND HAND-PICKING) ON GOLF COURSES. THE
AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES DEPARTMENT IS CURRENTLY
DISCUSSING WITH THE HONG KONG GOLF ASSOCIATION THE
PREPARATION OF A CODE OF PRACTICE ON WEED AND PEST
CONTROL. THE CODE WOULD ADVOCATE THE USE OF NON-CHEMICAL
CONTROLS WHEREVER THIS 1S POSSIBLE.

o AT R LT

ADVISORY BOARD MEETINGS
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THE FOLLOWING IS A SPEECH BY THE SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFIARS, MR
MICHAEL SUEN, IN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY THE HON MISS EMILY LAU IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

MR PRESIDENT,

AT PRESENT, A NUMBER OF ADVISORY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES ALREADY
ROUTINELY CONDUCT THEIR MEETINGS IN PUBLIC AND . .GENERALLY MAKE
AVAILABLE THEIR PAPERS FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION. IN THE CASE OF ANOTHER
41 BOARDS AND COMMITTEES, THE CHAIRMAN AND/OR MEMBERS HOLD PRESS
BRIEFINGS TO EXPLAIN MATTERS DISCUSSED BY THE BOARD OR COMMITTEE
CONCERNED ON MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST. ALTERNATIVELY, PRESS
RELEASES ARE ISSUED FROM TIME TO TIME BY SOME BOARDS AND COMMITTEES TO
KEEP THE MEDIA AND THE PUBLIC INFORMED. THERE IS THEREFORE A DEGREE
OF OPENNESS BEING PRACTISED BY SOME BOARDS AND COMMITTEES ALREADY.
ACCORDING TO THE LATEST STATISTICS, MORE THAN 180 BOARDS AND
COMMITTEES CONCERNED HAVE ALREADY ADOPTED ONE OF THE TWO WAYS TO
INCREASE THE LEVEL OF OPENNESS. I SHOULD ALSO POINT OUT 1IN THIS
CONNECTION THAT THERE IS5 AN INCREASING TREND TOWARDS MORE FORMAL
PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON MAJOR POLICY INITIATIVES BEFORE THEY ARE
IMPLEMENTED.

/IN CONSIDERING ...... .
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IN CONSIDERING WHETHER OTHER BOARDS & COMMITTEES CAN BE MORE
OPEN, IT HAS TO BE BORNE IN MIND THAT THE BUSINESS TRANSACTED BY THE
350 ADVISORY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES VARY GREATLY IN NATURE. SOME
HANDLE CONFIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIALLY SENSITIVE INFORMATION ON A REGULAR
BASIS WHILE OTHERS RENDER ADVICE ON GENERAL ISSUES AND DEAL WITH
ROUTINE MATTERS. 1IT WOULD THEREFORE NOT BE APPROPRIATE TO APPLY ANY
ACROSS-THE-BOARD MEASURES TO MAKE THESE BOARDS AND COMMITTEES MORE
OPEN. INDEED IT WOULD NOT BE REALISTIC TO EXPECT THAT SOME OF THESE

BOARDS CAN OPERATE PUBLICLY.

HAVING SAID THIS, WE RECOGNIZE THE COMMUNITY'S ASPIRATION FOR
EASIER ACCESS TO INFORMATION. I INTEND TO ASK POLICY SECRETARIES AND
HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS TO EXAMINE THE NATURE AND OPERATION OF THE
ADVISORY BOARDS AND COMMITTEES UNDER THEIR PURVIEW AND TO CONSIDER
WHICH BOARD OR COMMITTEE CAN BE MADE MORE OPEN. A KEY CONSIDERATION
IN THIS REGARD WOULD OBVIOUSLY BE AN ASSESSMENT AS TO WHETHER THE
RELEASE OF INFORMATION WOULD HAMPER THE SMOOTH OPERATION OF THE BOARD
OR COMMITTEE, OR PREJUDICE THE FRANK EXCHANGE OF VIEWS AMONG MEMBERS .
WHERE THE POLICY SECRETARY OR HEAD OF DEPARTMENT CONSIDERS THAT THERE
IS A CASE FOR A BOARD OR COMMITTEE TO BE MADE MORE ACCESSIBLE TO THE
PUBLIC, SHE OR HE WOULD CONSULT THE BOARD OR COMMITTEE CONCERNED AND
SEEK AGREEMENT TO PUT IN PLACE APPROPRIATE MEASURES.

IN THE MEANTIME, BOARDS AND COMMITTEES, WHERE POSSIBLE, WOULD
BE ENCOURAGED TO KEEP THE PUBLIC AND THE MEDIA INFORMED OF THE
PROGRESS OF THEIR WORK EITHER BY WAY OF REGULAR PRESS RELEASES OR
PRESS BRIEFINGS.

oty W IR

RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
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THE FOLLOWING IS A SPEECH BY THE SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT, MR
HAIDER BARMA, IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY THE HON ALFRED TSO
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

MR PRESIDENT,

IN THE MOTION DEBATE HELD ON 9 MARCH THIS YEAR, I DID INFORM
MEMBERS THAT WE HOPED TO FINALIZE THE RAILWAY DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY
WITHIN THREE MONTHS. THIS FORECAST HAS PROVEN TO BE OVER OPTIMISTIC.
MORE TIME HAS BEEN REQUIRED FOR ADDITIONAL STUDIES, FOR EXAMPLE ON HOW
BEST TO MEET THE TRAVEL NEEDS OF EASTERN NEW TERRITORIES RESIDENTS,
ESPECIALLY ARISING FROM THE FINDINGS OF THE TASK FORCE ON LAND SUPPLY
AND PROPERTY PRICES. INSOFAR AS THE NORTH WEST NEW TERRITORIES
RAILWAY IS CONCERNED, WHICH IS ALSO KNOWN AS THE WESTERN CORRIDOR
RAILWAY, THIS REMAINS A HIGH PRIORITY UNDER OUR PROPOSED RAILWAY
STRATEGY. I REMAIN CONFIDENT THAT DESPITE THE DELAY IN ANNOUNCING THE
STRATEGY, IT CAN BE COMPLETED AND OPERATIONAL BY 2001.

/THE STRATEGY
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THE STRATEGY IS NOW ALMOST FINALIZED AND THE NEXT STEP WILL BE
TO DISCUSS THIS WITH THE CHINESE SIDE, SINCE MOST OF THE EXPENDITURE
ON NEW RAILWAYS WILL BE POST 1997, THEREAFTER WE WOULD ANNOUNCE THE
STRATEGY PUBLICLY. I HOPE THAT WE CAN HAVE DISCUSSIONS WITH THE
CHINESE SIDE VERY SOON.

AS REGARDS THE SECOND PART OF THE QUESTION, WE UNDERSTAND THAT
THE GUANGZHOU TO ZHUHAI RAILWAY WILL RUN ALONG THE WEST BANK OF THE
PEARL RIVER DELTA AND THAT 1T WILL NOT HAVE ANY DIRECT CONNECTION TO
HONG KONG. 1IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES, IT SHOULD NOT DIRECTLY IMPACT ON OUR
PROPOSED NORTH WEST NEW TERRITORIES RAILWAY. BUT THIS IS PRECISELY
THE SORT OF SUBJECT AND DETAIL WE WISH TO DISCUSS WITH THE CHINESE
OFFICIALS 1IN THE CONTEXT OF IMPROVING COOPERATION ON INFRASTRUCTURAL
DEVELOPMENTS. AS THE GOVERNOR ANNOUNCED IN HIS POLICY ADUHHH% Fﬁ??
WEEK, WE WILL BE RESPONDING TO VALUABLE SUGGESTIONS FROM CHINESE
OFFICIALS IN THIS REGARD.
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LIGHT RAIL TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS
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FOLLOWING IS THE WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT,
MR HAIDER BARMA, TO THE HON ZACHARY WONG’S QUESTION IN THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

MR PRESIDENT,

THERE WERE 28 TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS INVOLVING LIGHT RAIL VEHICLES
(LRVS) IN 1992, 21 IN 1993 AND 10 UP TO END SEPTEMBER THIS YEAR,
RESULTING IN A TOTAL OF 150 CASUALTIES.

NO LRV HAS BEEN WRITTEN OFF. ABOUT $1.8 MILLION HAS BEEN SPENT
ON REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE ARISING FROM THESE ACCIDENTS. PART OF THE
EXPENSES INCURRED HAVE BEEN RECOVERED FROM INSURANCE OR DAMAGES
CLAIMED FROM THE OTHER PARTIES INVOLVED IN THESE ACCIDENTS.

THE CONSTRUCTION OF FLYOVERS OR TUNNELS AT JUNCTIONS TO
SEGREGATE LRVS WITH OTHER ROAD TRAFFIC IS NOT A PRACTICAL PROPOSITION
GIVEN THE VAST LAND IMPLICATIONS, FINANCIAL EXPENDITURE AND
OPERATIONAL CONSTRAINTS INVOLVED.

LRVS ARE GIVEN A DEGREE OF PRIORITY AT SIGNAL JUNCTIONS.
HOWEVER, TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT MONITORS ROAD TRAFFIC VOLUMES SO AS TO
DETERMINE WHETHER SUCH PRIORITY NEEDS TO BE ADJUSTED. THERE IS NO
EVIDENCE THAT THE CURRENT ARRANGEMENTS HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO ACCIDENTS.

AN INTER-DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE HAS RECENTLY CONVENED TO
CONSIDER WAYS OF ENHANCING SAFETY AND HAS RECOMMENDED THAT -

(A) THE TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT SHOULD ENSURE THAT ALL TRAFFIC

SIGNS AND SIGNALS ARE IN ORDER AND THE PHASING OF TRAFFIC SIGNALS IS
APPROPRIATE;

/(B) THE POLICE
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(B) THE POLICE SHOULD STEP UP LAW ENFORCEMENT TO DETER
MOTORISTS FROM IGNORING TRAFFIC SIGNALS AND REGULATIONS;

(C) "RED LIGHT" CAMERAS SHOULD BE INSTALLED AT SOME OF THE
ROAD JUNCTIONS TO DETER MOTORISTS FROM JUMPING LIGHTS; AND

(D) PUBLICITY ON TV TARGETED AT MOTORISTS TO EXERCISE EXTRA
CAUTION AT LRT JUNCTIONS SHOULD BE LAUNCHED.

IN ADDITION, THE KCRC WILL ALSO ORGANISE MORE ROAD SAFETY
ACTIVITIES IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE POLICE IN TUEN MUN AND YUEN LONG.
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SERVICES OF HK HOSPITALS REGULATED
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THE FOLLOWING IS A SPEECH BY THE SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND
WELFARE, MRS KATHERINE FOK, IN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY  THE HON HUANG
CHEN-YA IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

ME PRESIDENT,

ALL HOSPITALS IN HONG KONG ARE REGULATED BY VARIOUS ORDINANCES
PRESCRIBING CONDITIONS ON ACCOMMODATION, STAFFING LEVEL AND EQUIPMENT,
QUALIFICATIONS OF PROFESSIONAL. STAFF AS WELL AS REGULATIONS ON DRUGS,
FIRE SAFETY, STORAGE OF DANGEROUS GOODS AND OTHER OPERATIONAL MATTERS.

SINCE 19893, THE QUALITY OF SERVICE PROVISION AND PATIENT CARE
IN PUBLIC HOSPITAL HAS BEEN STRENGTHENED THROUGH THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
QUALITY ASSURANCE MECHANISM IN ALL CLINICAL SPECIALTIES. THIS HAS
RESULTED 1IN THE ADOPTION OF STRUCTURED APPROACHES INCLUDING "MEDICAL
AUDIT" TO ENSURE CONFORMANCE TO ESTABLISHED PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE AND
STANDARDS .

FURTHERMORE, TO ASSIST PRIVATE HOSPITALS 1IN SAFEGUARDING THE
QUALITY OF PATIENT CARE, THE DIRECTOR OF HEALTH HAS ISSUED A SET OF
GUIDELINES ENDORSED BY THE FORMER MEDICAL DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY
COMMITTEE TO ALL THEIR OPERATORS COVERING ASPECTS [NCLUDING
ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE, PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT, PATIENTS' RIGHTS,
STAFF DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES ON SPECIFIC
ISSUES ARE ALSO PROMULGATED AS AND WHEN NECESSARY.

IN KEEPING WITH THE INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION CODING SYSTEM,
INFORMATION IS COLLATED BY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND PUBLISHED IN ITS
ANNUAL REPORT IN THE FORM OF MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY DATA FOR VARIOUS
DISEASE CONDITIONS RATHER THAN ACCORDING TO MAJOR SURGICAL OPERATIONS.
THESE FIGURES ARE SUBSEQUENTLY USED AS A MONITORING TOOL ON THE
EPIDEMIOLOGICAL PATTERN OF DISEASES IN THE COMMUNITY. HOWEVER, SINCE
THESE STATISTICS ARE AFFECTED BY FACTORS SUCH AS THE PRE-OPERATIVE
HEALTH CONDITION, DEMOGRAFHIC STRUCTURE AND CASEMIX, THEY SHOULD NOT
BE INTERPRETED AS AN INDICATOR OF THE PERFORMANCE OF ANY PARTICULAR
HOSPITAL.
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SECOND READING OF TIMBER STORES BILL
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ %

THE FOLLOWING IS A SPEECH BY THE SECRETARY:' FOR SECURITY, MR
ALISTAIR ASPREY, ON SECOND READING OF TIMBER STORES BILL ‘TN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

MR PRESIDENT,

I MOVE THAT THE TIMBER STORES BILL BE READ A SECOND TIME. THIS
BILL SEEKS TO ESTABLISH AN INDEPENDENT ORDINANCE FOR THE LICENSING OF

TIMBER STORES.

THE LICENSING OF TIMBER STORES IS AT PRESENT EFFECTED UNDER THE
MISCELLANEOUS LICENCES ORDINANCE, WHICH COVERS A VARIETY OF = UNRELATED
ESTABLISHMENTS, RANGING FROM AUCTIONEERS TO TIMBER STORES,.: PUBLIC
DANCE HALLS AND PHYSIOTHERAPY CLINICS. 1IN 1982, THE VARIOUS LICENSING
FUNCTIONS UNDER THIS ORDINANCE WERE REVIEWED; IT WAS DECIDED THAT - THE
ORDINANCE SHOULD 1IN DUE COURSE BE REPEALED, AFTER EACH LICENSING
FUNCTION WAS PROVIDED FOR ELSEWHERE OR ABOLISHED.

A LICENSING SYSTEM FOR TIMBER STORES 1S NECESSARY TO ENSURE
FIRE SAFETY. WITHOUT A LICENSING SYSTEM, THE DIRECTOR OF ‘FIRE
SERVICES WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO ENSURE COMPLIANCE WITH FIRE SAFETY
STANDARDS AND REQUIREMENTS IN TIMBER STORES. THE MOST PRACTICAL WAY
OF PROVIDING A LICENSING SYSTEM IS TO ENACT AN INDEPENDENT ORDINANCE
RELATING TO TIMBER STORES, OF WHICH THERE ARE NOW ABOUT 120 OPERATING
IN THE TERRITORY.

THE PROVISIONS IN THE BILL GENERALLY FOLLOW THOSE AT PRESENT IN
THE MISCELLANEOUS LICENCES ORDINANCE. BUT THERE IS ONE NEW PROVISION
IN CLAUSE 10, WHEREBY ANY PERSON AGGRIEVED BY A DECISION OF THE
DIRECTOR OF FI1RE SERVICES [N A MATTER RELATING TO A TIMBER :STORE
L1ICENCE MAY APPEAL. TO THE RECENTLY ESTABLISHED ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS
BOARD, THE BCARD SHALL GIVE THE APPELLANT AN OPPORTUNITY TO BE  -HEARD
AND, AFTER CONSIDERING THE APPEAL, MAY CONFIRM, VARY OR REVERSE THE
DECISION MADE BY THE DIRECTOR OF FI1RE SERVICES.

THE BILL ALSO UPDATES ' THE FEES: CHARGED FOR TIMBER STORE
LICENCES, WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN REVISED SINCE 1984. THE FEES WILL - BE
INCREASED TO ACHIEVE COST RECOVERY FOR THE PROCESSING OF APPLICATIONS
FOR THE GRANT, RENEWAL, TRANSFER, AMENDMENT AND DUPLICATION OF A

LICENCE.
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SECOND READING OF MATRIMONITAL CAUSES (AMENDMENT) BILL 1994
¥ ¥ £ % x

THE FOLLOWING IS A SPEECH BY THE SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS,
THE HON MR MICHAEL M Y SUEN, ON SECOND READING OF THE MATRIMONIAL
CAUSES (AMENDMENT) BILL 1384 1IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY

(WEDNESDAY ) :

MR PRESIDENT,

1 MOVE THAT THE MATRIMONIAL CAUSES (AMENDMENT) BILL 1994 BE
READ A SECOND TIME.

THE LAW OF DIVORCE IN HONG KONG HAS REMAINED ESSENTIALLY
UNCHANGED SINCE THE EARLY 19%08. SINCE THEN, THERE HAVE BEEN
SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN COMMUNITY ATTITUDES TOWARDS DIVORCE. IT IS
AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND, AND WITH DUE KEGARD TO THE OUTCOME OF WIDE-
RANGING CONSULTATION AND A SURVEY OF PUBLIC OPINION, THAT THE LAW
REFORM COMMISSION HAS RECOMMENDED A THOROUGH OVERHAUL OF THIS AREA OF
THE LAW. THE MATRIMONIAL CAUSES (AMENDMENT) BILL 1994 SEEKS TO
IMPLEMENT THE LAW REFORM COMMISSION'S RECOMMENDATIONS.

UNDER THE FPRESENT LAW, DIVORCE PROCEEDRINGS MUST BE CONDUCTED ON
THE ADVERSARIAL BASIS OF PETITIONER AND RESPONDENT. THE SOLE GROUKND

FOR DIVORCE IS I|RRETRIEVABLE BREAKRDOWN OF MARRTAGE. TO ESTABLISH THIS
STATE OF AFFAIRS, APPLICATIONS FOH DIVORCE HAVE TO BE BASED ON ONE OR
MORE OF FIVE FACTS. THESE INCLUDE SEPARATION FOR TWO YEARS WHERE BOTH
PARTIES CONSENT TO THE DIVORCE AND SEPARATION FOR FIVE YEARS WHERE ONE
PARTY DOES NOT CONSENT. THE PRESENT LAW ALSO PROVIDES THAT PETITIONS
FOR DIVORCE CANNOT NORMALLY BE MADE UNTIL THREE YEARS AFTER MARRIAGE.

THE REFOQRMS EMBODIED IN THE BILI, ARE INTENDED TO BRING THE LAW
OF DIVORCE INTO LINE WITH CURRENT DAY COMMUNITY EXPECTATIONS AND
REDUCE THE HARDSHIP, ACRIMONY AND DISTRESS IN DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS.
THESE AIMS ARE TO BE ACHIEVED BY REDUCTIONS IN THE MINIMUM PERIODS OF
SEPARATION AND MARRIAGE BEFORE DIVORCE PROCEEDINGS MAY BE COMMENCED,
AS WELL AS THROUGH PROVISION OF A NEW NON-ADVERSARTAL PROCEDURE OF
DIVORCE BY MUTUAL CONSENT. PROCEEDINGS ON THIS BASIS MAY RELY ON - THE
FACTS OF EITHER ONE YEAR’S SEPARATION OR ONE YEAR'S PRIOR NOTICE OF
INTENTION TO DIVORCE DURING WHICH THERE WwWOULD BE NO SEPARATION
REQUIREMENT.

THE OPPORTUNITY HAS ALSO BEEN TAKEN IN THE BILL TO REMEDY
PROVISTIONS IN THE PRINCIPAL ORDINANCE FOR DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT
BETWEEN THE SEXES WITH RESPECT To THE COURT'S JURISDICTION AND DIVORCE
PROCEEDINGS CITING THE FACT OF ADULTERY, WHICH MAY NOT BE COMPATIBLE
WITH THE BILL OF RIGHTS.

TURNING TO THE MAIN PARTS OF THE BILL : CLAUSES 3 TO 6 PROVIDE
FOR HUSBANDS AND WIVES TO BE SUBJECT TO THE SAME CRITERIA WITH RESPECT
T THE COURT’S JURISDICTION IN MATRIMONIAL PROCEEDINGS UNDER THE
ORDINANCE. HABITUAL RESIDENCE IN HONG KONG FOR THREE YEARS IS I[NCLUDED
AS A NEW BASIS FOR JURISDICTION.

/CLAUSE 7
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CLAUSE 7 PROVIDES FOR REDUCTIONS IN THE MINIMUM PERIODS OF
SEPARATION 1IN D1VORCE PROCEEDINGS FROM TWO YEARS TO ONE YEAR, WHERE
BOTH PARTIES CONSENT, 4ND FROM FIVE YEARS TO TWO YEARS, WHERE ONE
PARTY DOES NOT CONSENT. WITH THE LATTER REDUCTION, THE CURRENT FACT OF
DESERTION FOR TWO YEARS WILL BECOME REDUNDANT. ACCORDINGLY, THIS
CLAUSE PROVIDES FOR ITS REPEAL. THE CLAUSE ALSO PROVIDES FOR THE NEW
PROCEDURE OF JOINT APPLICATION FOR D1IVORCE BY MUTUAL CONSENT.

WITH RESPECT TO THE CURRENT THREE-YEAR PROHIBITION, EXCEPT IN
SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES, ON DIVORCE EARLY IN MARRIAGE, CLAUSE 8 PROVIDES
FOR A REDUCTION TO ONE YEAR.

CLAUSE 9 PROVIDES FOR PROCEEDINGS FOR DIVORCE 1N CASES OF PRIOR
JUDICIAL SEPARATION TO TAKE ACCOUNT OF THE NEW PROCEDURE OF JOINT
APPLICATIONS FOR DIVORCE. IT ALSO PROVIDES FOR HUSBANDS AND WIVES TO
BE TREATED EQUALLY IN DIVORCE PETITIONS CITING ADULTERY.

CLAUSE 16 PROVIDES FOR THE ABOLITION OF ACTIONS FOR DAMAGES FOR
ADULTERY .

WTORN L e e

LEGCO PASSES MOTION ON BRITISH CITIZENSHIP FOR HK
¥ X % X X

A MOTION URGING THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO REVIEW ITS POLICY AND
TO HONOUR ITS OBLIGATION TO ALL BRITISH DEPENDENT TERRITORIES
CITIZENS AND BRITISH NATIONALS (OVERSEAS) IN HONG KONG BY EXTENDING
TO THEM FULL BRITISH CITIZENSHIP WAS PASSED IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

THE MOTION, TO WHICH THE SECRETARY FOR SECURITY, MR ALISTAIR
ASPREY, REPLIED, WAS MOVED BY THE HON EMILY LAU.

MEANWHILE, ANOTHER MOTION MOVED BY HON ALBERT CHAN WHICH CALLED
FOR A SELECT COMMITTEE BE APPOINTED TO ENQUIRE INTO THE KWUN LUNG LAU
LANDSLIP AND RELATED ISSUES WAS ALSO PASSED. THE SECRETARY FOR WORKS,
MR JAMES BLAKE, REPLIED FOR THE GOVERNMENT.

MEMBERS ALSO ASKED A TOTAL OF 19 QUESTIONS AND PASSED 10 BILLS
WITH AMENDMENTS. THESE BILLS WERE THE ORGANISED AND SERIOUS CRIMES
BILL, CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL 1992; CONSUMER GOODS SAFETY
BILL: SALE OF GOODS (AMENDMENT) BILL 19894; SUPPLY OF SERVICES (IMPLIED
TERMS) BILL; UNCONSCIONABLE CONTRACTS BILL; HONG KONG AIRPORT (CONTROL
OF OBSTRUCTIONS) (AMENDMENT) BILL 1993; ROAD TRAFFIC (AMENDMENT) BILL
1994: RESIDENTIAL CARE HOMES (ELDELY PERSONS) BILL; AND THE SMOKING
(PUBLIC HEALTH) (AMENDMENT) BILL 1994.

INTRODUCED FOR THE FIRST AND SECOND READINGS AT TODAY'S SITTING
WERE THREE BILLS - THE MATRIMONIAL CAUSES (AMENDMENT) BILL 1994, THE
TIMBER STORES BILL AND THE BUILDINGS (AMENDMENT) (NO.2) BILL 1994.






