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HEAVIER FINES ON LABOUR LAW OFFENDERS
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THE LEVEL OF FINES IMPOSED BY THE COURTS FOR BREACHES OF
LABOUR LEGISLATION CONTINUED TO GO UP LAST YEAR.

ACCORDING TO LABOUR DEPARTMENT STATISTICS. THE AVERAGE FINE
IMPOSED -ON OFFENDERS WAS $3,776 LAST YEAR, AN INCREASE OF 19.8 PER
CENT OVER 1988.

“DURING THE YEAR. WE SUCCESSFULLY BROUGHT 4,036 CASES TO THE
COURTS. RESULTING IN TOTAL FINES OF $15.23 MILLION, COMPARED WITH
4,019 PROSECUTIONS AND $12.66 MILLION IN FINES IN THE PREVIOUS YEAR,"
SENIOR LABOUR OFFICER (PROSECUTIONS), MR TSANG KIN-WOO, SAID.

“THE HEAVIER FINES FOR LABOUR OFFENCES SHOULD MAKE EMPLOYERS
TAKE WORKERS' SAFETY AND WELFARE MORE SERIOUSLY," HE ADDED.

"WE WILL CONTINUE TO STEP UP OUR ENFORCEMENT ACTION TO BRING
OFFENDERS TO JUSTICE IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE SAFETY AND RIGHTS OF
WORKERS," HE STRESSED.

A BREAKDOWN OF LAST YEAR'S CONVICTIONS SHOWED THAT MORE THAN
59 PER CENT OF THE CASES RELATED TO INDUSTRIAL SAFETY OFFENCES.

OF THEM., 1,414 CONCERNED BREACHES OF THE FACTORIES AND
INDUSTRIAL UNDERTAKINGS ORDINANCE AND ITS SUBSIDIARY REGULATIONS AND
974 RELATED TO THE CONSTRUCTION SITES (SAFETY) REGULATIONS, WITH
FINES TOTALLING $5.33 MILLION AND $7.37 MILLION RESPECTIVELY .

THERE WERE ALSO 1,512 CONVICTIONS OF VIOLATION OF WELFARE
PROVISIONS UNDER THE WOMEN AND YOUNG PERSONS (INDUSTRY) REGULATIONS,
EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN REGULATIONS, AND LABOUR RELATIONS, EMPLOYMENT,
AND EMPLOYEES' COMPENSATION ORDINANCES, RESULTING IN FINES AMOUNTING
TO $2.26 MILLION.

THE REMAINING 136 CASES WERE BREACHES OF THE BOILERS AND
PRESSURE VESSELS ORDINANCE, PART IVB OF THE IMMIGRATION ORDINANCE AND
CONTRACTS FOR EMPLOYMENT OUTSIDE HONG KONG "ORDINANCE. FINES TOTALLING
$278,650 WERE IMPOSED.
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TWO MODEL SPECIFICATIONS RELATING TO
GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING PUBLISHED
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THE GEOTECHNICAL CONTROL OFFICE OF THE CIVIL ENGINEERING
SERVICES DEPARTMENT HAS PUBLISHED TWO MODEL SPECIFICATIONS RELATING
TO GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING IN HONG KONG.

THE "MODEL SPECIFICATION FOR PRESTRESSED GROUND ANCHORS
(GEOSPEC 1)", WHICH IS THE FIRST IN THE GEOSPEC SERIES, PRESENTS A
SATISFACTORY SPECIFICATION FOR THE PROVISION OF PRESTRESSED GROUND
ANCHORS IN HONG KONG.

IT IS A SECOND EDITION AND SUPERSEDES AN EARLIER GCO
PUBLICATION PUBLISHED IN 1984.

IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE PUBLICATION OF GEOSPEC 1, A PRIOR
APPROVAL SYSTEM FOR PERMANENT PRESTR%SSED GROUND ANCHORS (PASA) IS
BEING IMPLEMENTED.

AS FROM DECEMBER 31 LAST YEAR, ALL PERMANENT GROUND ANCHORS
REQUIRE THE PRIOR APPROVAL OF THE DIRECTOR OF CIVIL ENGINEERING
SERVICES BEFORE THEY CAN BE USED 1IN GOVERNMENT PROJECTS. THE PASA
WILL ALSO FACILITATE THE APPROVAL AND USE OF GROUND ANCHORS FOR
PRIVATE BUILDING AND ENGINEERING WORKS.

THE "MODEL SPECIFICATION FOR REINFORCED FILL STRUCTURES
(GEOSPEC 2)" HAS BEEN PREPARED TO MEET THE NEED FOR A SATISFACTORY
SPECIFICATION FOR THE PROVISION OF REINFORCED FILL STRUCTURES IN HONG
KONG.

IT IS A FIRST EDITION AND REPLACES THE GUIDANCE GIVEN ON
REINFORCED EARTH IN THE GCO "GUIDE TO RETAINING WALL DESIGN (GEOGUIDE
5]

IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE PUBLICATION OF GEOSPEC 25 AN
ENDORSEMENT CERTIFICATE SYSTEM FOR PROPRTETARY PRODUCTS COMES INTO
EFFECT.

ALL PROPRIETARY PRODUCTS FOR USE IN PERMANENT REINFORCED FILL
STRUCTURES WILL REQUIRE ENDORSEMENT BY THE DIRECTOR OF CIVIL
ENGINEERING SERVICES BEFORE THEY CAN BE USED I[N GOVERNMENT PROJECTS.

THE ENDORSEMENT CERTIFICATE SYSTEM WILL ALSO FACILITATE THE
APPROVAL AND USE OF PERMANENT REINFORCED FILL STRUCTURES 1IN PRIVATE
WORKS .

BOTH GEOSPECS HAVE BEEN PRODUCED AFTER WIDE CONSULTATION
THROUGHOUT THE PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SECTORS OF THE INDUSTRY.

THE TECHNICAL STANDARDS IN THE MODEL SPECIFICATIONS HAVE BEEN
ADOPTED WITH DUE REGARD TO EXISTING LOCAL PRACTICE AND AFTER
CONSIDERATION OF SEVERAL INTERNATIONAL AND NATIONAL CODES.

/NOTES ARE .oossas
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NOTES ARE ALSO GIVEN IN THE APPENDICES TO FACILITATE DESIGN
AND CONSTRUCTION.

THE HEAD OF THE GEOTECHNICAL CONTROL OFFICE, DR ANDREW MALONE,
SAID THAT MODEL SPECIFICATIONS ARE INCREASINGLY BEING USED FOR
SPECIFYING SPECIALIST SYSTEMS AND MATERIALS, PARTICULARLY THOSE [N
FIELDS WHICH ARE RAPIDLY DEVELOPING.

SOME FLEXIBILITY IS8 THEREFORE REQUIRED IN THEIR SPECIFICATION
TO ENABLE THE SPECIFIER TO CHOOSE SUITABLE CLAUSES TO COVER
INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENTS.

"THE PASA AND THE ENDORSEMENT CERTIFICATE SYSTEM ARE
ESSENTIALLY QUALITY ASSURANCE SCHEMES FOR PROPRIETARY PRODUCTS, 1IN
WHICH THE GOVERNMENT '“waTAuHH THE ROLE OF ENSURING THE ACHIEVEMENT
OF SATISFACTORY STANDARDS

"THESE SCHEMES WIl ‘ACILITAT 'I THE DESIGNER'S SELECTION OF
SUITABLE PRODUCTS, ND SHOULD ALLOW H TIME TO BE "IA‘J ED BY ALL
PARTIES CONCERNED WITH THE OVIS OF "h?l STRESSED ROUND ANCHORS
AND REINFORCED L STRUCT 1S IN HONG K¢

L

0T ENGINEERS ID DESIGNERS ARE URGED TO MAKE EARLY USE

OF THE MODEL SPECIFICATIONS. } MALONE SALlD.

PFROJI

!'}"!!HI’}-'.:' I AND GEOSPEC 2 i NOW AVAILABLE FROM THE GOVERNMENT
PUBLICATIONS CENTRE, GFC b DING, JONNAUGHT PLACE, CENTRAL, AT A
PRICE OF 825 EACH.

'"GREEN PLANT -3 WG TAI SIN

\ JI
OPPORTUNIT I
IS BEING CA
OFFICE.

REEN PLANT" PROJECT TO PROVIDE WONG TAT SIN RESIDENTS WITH
ES TO PARTICIPATE IN BEAUTIFYING THEIR LIVING ENVIRONMENT
RRIED OUT BY THE DISTRICT MANAGEMENT TEAM OF THE DISTRICT

THE SENIOR EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE TEAM. MR FUNG YEE-KO, WHO
INTTIATED THE I1DEA. SAID THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT WAS FUNDED BY THE
WONG TAT SIN ' BOARI

HI( ) 'l 'HI FROJECT Wl A\ROUSE PARTTCIPANTS!
CONCERN / VAUTIFTCAT IO OF THEIR LBV ENG ENVIRONMENT AND
NMHANUE THE TEREST AN KNOWLEDRGE IN GROWING PLANTS. HE SAlD.

AROUT 1 . Q0D STUDENTS FROM THE BISTRICT'S eh PRIMAR
SECCONPARY SCHOOLS HAVE JOINED THE PROJECT WHICH IS BEING !'.-‘,HI."I ED
M STAGES. THE FIRST STAGE T8 BEING HELD IN SCHOOLS ONLY.




SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1990

"IF THE FIRST STAGE PROVES SUCCESSFUL, THE PROJECT WILL BE
EXTENDED TO OTHER LOCAL ORGANISATIONS," MR FUNG SAID.

THE WONG TAI SIN DISTRICT BOARD HAS ALLOCATED $20,000 FOR THE
PURCHASE OF PLANTS, SOIL, FERTILISER, TOOLS AND OTHER MATERIALS.

"THESE WILL BE DISTRIBUTED TO THE PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS FREE OF
CHARGE. ALSO, SEMINARS ON PLANTING TECHNIQUES WILL BE ORGANISED WITH
ASSISTANCE FROM HORTICULTURAL EXPERTS OF THE URBAN SERVICES
DEPARTMENT," MR FUNG ADDED.
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NOMINATIONS INVITED FOR FIGHT CRIME AWARD SCHEME
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TSUEN WAN RESIDENTS ARE INVITED TO SEND IN THEIR NOMINATIONS
FOR THE TSUEN WAN CITIZEN FIGHT CRIME AWARD SCHEME.

THE SCHEME IS JOINTLY ORGANISED BY THE TSUEN WAN DISTRICT
FIGHT CRIME COMMITTEE (DFCC), THE DISTRICT OFFICE AND THE POLICE, AND
IS SPONSORED BY THE TSUEN WAN ROTARY CLUB.

"THE OBJECTIVE OF THE SCHEME IS TO ENCOURAGE RESIDENTS TO
ASSIST THE POLICE AND THE COMMUNITY IN PREVENTING AND FIGHTING CRIME,"
THE CHA1RMAN OF THE DFCC, MR SIN S1U-WAH, SAID TODAY (SUNDAY).

"NOMINATION FORMS, 1IN THE FORMAT OF PRE-PAID ENVELOPES, ARE
NOW AVAILABLE AT THE PUBLIC ENQUIRY SERVICE CENTRES OF THE TSUEN WAN
DISTRLICT OFF1CE AND THE TSUEN WAN POLICE COMMUNITY RELATIONS OFFICE,"
HE SAID.

THE CLOSING DATE FOR NOMINATION IS FEBRUARY 15. A PANEL OF

L0

ADJUDICATORS WILL BE SET UP TO SELECT THE WINNERS.

RESULTS WILL BE ANNOUNCED NEXT MONTH. WINNERS AND THEIR
NOMINATORS WILL BE INVITED TO ATTEND A PRESENTATION CEREMONY.

ENQUIRIES CAN BE MADE ON TEL. 4925327 OR 1984582.
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RENOWNED CHAMBER ENSEMBLE TO GIVE MASTERCLASS
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THE MUSIC OFFICE AND THE HONG KONG ARTS FESTIVAL SOCIETY WILL
JOINTLY PRESENT A MASTERCLASS BY THE RENOWNED CHAMBER ENSEMBLE, i §
MUSICI", ON SATURDAY (FEBRUARY 10) AT THE MONG KOK MUSIC CENTRE.

TﬁE CLASS WILL START AT 10 AM AND LAST TILL 1 PM.

DISCOVERED BY TOSCANINI IN 1952, THE INCOMPARABLE "I MuUsSICI"
HAS LONG BEEN ONE OF THE MOST ADMIRED OF CHAMBER ENSEMBLES .

ITS PRODIGIOUS RECORDING HISTORY SPANS ALMOST FOUR DECADES
WITH MORE THAN 150 TITLES, INCLUDING FOUR DIFFERENT RECORDINGS OF
VIVALDI'S THE FOUR SEASONS. EACH OF THESE HAS BEEN AWARDED A GOLD
DISC.

AT THE MASTERCLASS, MEMBERS OF "I MUSICI" WILL LECTURE ON
VARIOUS TECHNIQUES IN PLAYING THE VIOLIN, VIOLA, CELLO AND DOUBLE
BASS.

TICKETS AT $20 EACH ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT ALL URBTIX OUTLETS.
FURTHER ENQUIRIES CAN BE MADE ON TEL. R23565321.






