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THIRD QU/ARTER 1990 CONSTRUCTION OUTPUT STATISTICS RELEASED
¥ ¥ ¥ % X

THE GROSS VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION WORK PERFORMED BY MAIN
CONTRACTORS (WHICH MAY BE GENERAL CONTRACTORS OR SPECIAL TRADE
CONTRACTORS) IN THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1990 AMOUNTED TO $15,830 MILLION,
WHICH WAS 6.1 PER CENT HIGHER THAN IN THE SECOND QUARTER OF 1990 AND
25.0 PER CENT HIGHER THAN IN THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1989, ACCORDING TO
THE RESULTS OF THE QUARTERLY SURVEY OF CONSTRUCTION OUTPUT RELEASED
TODAY (SATURDAY) BY THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT.

MAIN CONTRACTORS MAY BE GENERAL CONTRACTORS OR SPECIAL TRADE
CONTRACTORS . WHEREAS GENERAL CONTRACTORS ARE ENGAGED IN NEW
CONSTRUCTION WORK AND RENOVATION AND MAI NTENANCE, SPECIAL TRADE
CONTRACTORS ARE ENGAGED IN SPECIALISED JOB AREAS SUCH AS CONCRETING,
SCAFFOLDING, CARPENTRY, PLUMBING AND GAS WORK.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT POINTED OUT THAT THE INCREASE OF
25.0 PER CENT IN THE GROSS VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION WORK IN THE THIRD
QUARTER OF 1990 OVER THE SAME PERIOD IN 1989 WAS PARTLY ATTRIBUTABLE
TO THE INCREASE IN CONSTRUCTION COSTS.

NEVERTHELESS, AFTER DISCOUNTING THE COST INCREASES, THE REAL
GROWTH 1IN THE VOLUME OF CONSTRUCTION WORK PERFORMED SHOULD STILL BE
SIGNIFICANT.

THE INDEX OF GROSS VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION WORK PERFORMED BY MAIN
CONTRACTORS FOR THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1990 WAS 240.2, WITH THE
QUARTERLY AVERAGE OF 1982 BEING TAKEN AS 100.

THE CORRESPONDING INDEXES FOR THE SECOND QUARTER OF 1990 AND
THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1989 WERE 226.5 AND 192.2 RESPECTIVELY.

OF THE GROSS VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION WORK PERFORMED BY MAIN
CONTRACTORS IN THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1990, ¢$14,508 MILLION WAS
ATTRIBUTABLE TO WORK PERFORMED BY GENERAL CONTRACTORS. THIS WAS 5.3
PER CENT AND 25.6 PER CENT HIGHER THAN IN THE PRECEDING QUARTER AND
THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1989 RESPECTIVELY.

ON THE OTHER HAND, THE GROSS VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION WORK
PERFORMED BY SPECIAL TRADE CONTRACTORS WAS $1,321 MILLION, WHICH WAS
15.3 PER CENT AND 18.5 PER CENT HIGHER THAN IN THE PRECEDING QUARTER
AND THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1989 RESPECTIVELY.

OF THE GROSS VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION WORK PERFORMED BY GENERAL
CONTRACTORS IN THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1990, $7,570 MILLION WAS RELATED
TO NEW CONSTRUCTION WORK AT PRIVATE SECTOR CONSTRUCTION SITES, BEING
9.1 PER CENT AND 24.2 PER CENT HIGHER THAN IN THE PRECEDING QUARTER
AND THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1989 RESPECTIVELY.

SOME $3,909 MILLION WAS RELATED TO NEW CONSTRUCTION WORK AT
PUBLIC SECTOR (INCLUDING THE GOVERNMENT, MASS TRANSIT RAILWAY
CORPORATION AND KOWLOON-CANTON RAILWAY CORPORATION) CONSTRUCTION
SITES, REPRESENTING INCREASES OF 0.1 PER CENT AND 6.5 PER CENT OVER
THE PRECEDING QUARTER AND THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1989 RESPECTIVELY.

/THE REMAINING
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THE | AINING $3,029 MILLION WAS RELATED TO NEW CONSTRUCTION
WORK AT MINOR WORK LOCATIONS, AND RENOVATION AND MAINTENANCE AT
ERECTED BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES. THIS WAS 3.2 PER CENT AND 69.6 PER
CENT HIGHER THAN IN THE PRECEDING QUARTER AND THE THIRD QAUARTER OF
1989 RESPECTIVELY.

WHEN ANALYSED BY END-USE OF BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES, THE GROSS
VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION WORK PERFORMED BY MAIN CONTRACTORS AT
CONSTRUCTION SITES 1IN RESPECT OF RESIDENTIAL BUILD [NG8 (INCLUDING
COMBINED RESIDENTIAL AND NON-RESIDENTIAL BUILDI NGS) IN THE THIRD
QUARTER OF 1990 WAS $4,907 MILLION.

THIS REPRESENTED INCREASES OF 1.6 PER CENT AND 19.4 PER CENT
WHEN COMPARED WITH THE PRECEDING QUARTER AND THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1989
RESPECTIVELY.

OVER THE SAME PERIOD, THE GROSS VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION WORK
PERFORMED BY MAIN CONTRACTORS AT CONSTRUCTION SITES IN RESPECT OF
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS IN THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1990 WAS $2,118 MILLION,
REPRESENTING INCREASES OF 10.9 PER CENT AND 0.8 PER CENT WHEN
COMPARED WITH THE PRECEDING QUARTER AND THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1989
RESPECTIVELY .

THE GROSS VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION WORK PERFORMED BY MAIN
CONTRACTORS AT CONSTRUCTION SITES IN RESPECT OF TRANSPORT PROJECTS 1IN
THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1990 WAS $1,570 MILLION, WHICH WAS 5.9 PER CENT
HIGHER THAN IN THE PRECEDING QUARTER BUT 5.4 PER CENT LOWER THAN 1IN
THE THIRD QUARTER OF 1989,

OWING TO THE WIDESPREAD SUB-CONTRACTING PRACTICE 1IN THE
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY, A CONSTRUCTION ESTABLISHMENT CAN BE A MAIN
CONTRACTOR FOR ONE CONTRACT AND A SUB-CONTRACTOR FOR ANOTHER CONTRACT
SIMULTANEOUSLY.

THE GROSS VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION WORK PERFORMED BY MAIN
CONTRACTORS (WHICH MAY BE GENERAL CONTRACTORS OR SPECIAL TRADE
CONTRACTORS) REFERS TO THE OUTPUT OF THOSE CONSTRUCTION ESTABLISHMENTS
IN THE PROJECTS IN WHICH THEY TAKE THE ROLE OF A MAIN CONTRACTOR, AND
DOES NOT INCLUDE THE CONSTRUCTION OUTPUT OF PROJECTS IN WHICH THREY
PLAY THE ROLE OF SUB-CONTRACTORS.

HOWEVER, SUB-CONTRACTORS' CONTRIBUTION TO PROJECTS SHOULD HAVE
BEEN INCLUDED IN THE GROSS VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION WORK PERFORMED BY THE
MAIN CONTRACTORS FOR WHOM THEY WORKED.

MORE DETAILED STATISTICS ON CONSTRUCTION OUTPUT ARE GIVEN 1IN
THE "REPORT ON THE QUARTERLY SURVEY OF CONSTRUCTION OUTPUT, THIRD
QUARTER 1990".

THE REPORT IS NOW ON SALE AT $2.50 A COPY AT THE GOVERNMENT
PUBLICATIONS CENTRE, GROUND FLOOR, GPO_ BUILDING, CONNAUGHT PLACE,
CENTRAL OR AT THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT PUBLICATIONS SALES
COUNTER, WANCHAI TOWER I, 19TH FLOOR, 12 HARBOUR ROAD, WAN CHAI.

REGULAR SUBSCRIPTION MAY ALSO BE ARRANGED.

ENQUIRIES FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THE SURVEY MAY BE
DIRECTED TO THE BUILDING, CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE STATISTICS
SECTION OF THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT ON TEL. 839 3265.

- 1] -
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GOVT TO CONTINUE TO PROVIDE SUPPORT TO ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY
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THE GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO CONTINUING TO PROVIDE
INFRASTRUCTURE AND DEVELOPMENT SUPPORT TO THE ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY,
THE DIRECTOR OF INDUSTRY, MR T.H. BARMA, SAID THIS (SATURDAY) EVENING.

SPEAKING AT THE HONG KONG ELECTRONICS ASSOCIATION’S ANNUAL
BALL, MR BARMA SAID IN RECENT YEARS THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT
STANDARDS AND CALIBRATION LABORATORY WAS ESTABLISHED TO PROVIDRE
ELECTRONICS AND ELECTRICAL STANDARDS AND CALIBRATION SERVICES.

THE HONG KONG PRODUCTIVITY COUNCIL, A GOVERNMENT SUBVENTED
ORGANISATION, HAD ALSO SET UP MANY FACILITIES TO PROVIDE A WIDE RANGE
OF ELECTRONIC SERVICES TO THE INDUSTRY.

THESE INCLUDED ESTABLISHMENT OF A MICROPROCESSOR APPLICATION
LABORATORY, SURFACE MOUNT TECHNOLOGY LABORATORY AND RADIO FREQUENCY
AND DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS LABORATORY, MR BARMA SAID.

HE SAID A SCHEME FOR TRAINING ENGINEERS IN THE DESIGN OF
APPLICATION-SPECIFIC INTEGRATED CIRCUITS (ASIC) HAD BEEN INTRODUCED
BY THE GOVERNMENT TO PROMOTE APPLICATION OF THIS NEW TECHNOLOGY.

"MORE RECENTLY, THE GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN STEPS TO ENABLE HONG
KONG TO POSITION ITSELF IN TECHNOLOGY UPGRADING TO ENHANCE OUR

COMPETITIVENESS GLOBALLY," HE SAID.

"TO THIS END, WE ARE ACTIVELY PURSUING DEVELOPMENT OF THE HONG
KONG INDUSTRY TECHNOLOGY CENTRE TO FACILITATE GROWTH OF
TECHNOLOGY-BASED COMPANIES," HE SAID.

THE TECHNOLOGY CENTRE WOULD COMPRISE THE FOLLOWING:

¥ AN INCUBATOR FOR INNOVATIVE NEW TECHNOLOGIES:

* ACCOMMODATION FOR SMALL TECHNOLOGY-BASED BUSINESSES;

¥ PRODUCT DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT SERVICES; AND

¥ TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER FACILITIES.

PROVISION OF THE INCUBATOR AND SMALL BUSINESS ACCOMMODATION
WOULD DEPEND ON CONSTRUCTION OF THE TECHNOLOGY CENTRE WHICH WAS
SCHEDULED FOR COMPLETION IN 1993, MR BARMA SAID.

IT WAS ENVISAGED THAT ABOUT 60 TECHNOLOGY-BASED COMPANIES
WOULD BE HOUSED WITHIN THE FUTURE TECHNOLOGY CENTRE AT ONE TIME.

"SERVICES 1IN .PRODUCT DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT, AS WELL AS
TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER, WILL BE AVAILABLE TO MANUFACTURERS WITHIN AND
OUTSIDE THE CENTRE,"™ HE SAID.

"OUR PLAN IS TO INTRODUCE THESE TWO SERVICES LATER THIS YEAR."

/MR BARMA
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MR BARMA SAID A STATUTORY CORPORATION WOULD BE ESTABLISHED TO
RUN THE TECHNOLOGY CENTRE.

AS THE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS OF ESTABLISHING IT WOULD TAKE SOME
TIME, A PROVISIONAL LIMITED COMPANY HAD BEEN FORMED TO UNDERTAKE
CERTAIN PREPARATORY WORK, INCLUDING RECRUITMENT OF A CHIEF EXECUTIVE.

FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE TECHNOLOGY CENTRE, THE GOVERNMENT HAD
AGREED TO GRANT A SITE OF ABOUT 5,600 SQUARE METRES IN HKOWLOON TONG
AT NORMINAL PREMIUM TO THE STATUTORY CORPORATION.

AT THE SAME TIME, A GRANT OF $250 MILLION HAD BEEN RELEASED TO
THE PROVISIONAL COMPANY FOR MEETING CONSTRUCTION COSTS AND OTHER
EXPENSES.

THIS WOULD BE TOPPED UP BY A LOW-INTEREST LOAN OF $188 MILLION
WHICH THE STATUTORY CORPORATION COULD DRAW UPON AS AND WHEN REQUIRED.

"THIS SHOWS THE GOVERNMENT'S STRONG COMMITMENT TO DEVELOPING
TECHNOLOGY-INTENSIVE INDUSTRIES IN HONG KONG," MR BARMA SAID.

"BUT IT IS OF COURSE ESSENTIAL THAT THE PRIVATE SECTOR ALSO
PLAYS ITS PART.

"1 AM THEREFORE HOPEFUL THAT THE ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY WILL
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE FACILITY BEING PLANNED," HE SAID.

MR BARMA SAID IT WAS ENCOURAGING TO SEE THERE HAD BEEN A
STEADY GROWTH 1IN OVERSEAS INVESTMENT 1IN THE LOCAL MANUFACTURING

INDUSTRY .

AT THE END OF 1989 THE ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY ALONE ACCOUNTED
FOR 29 PER CENT OF TOTAL OVERSEAS INVESTMENT.

SUCH INVESTMENTS PLAYED A VERY IMPORTANT ROLE IN ENRICHING HONG
KONG'S INDUSTRIAL BASE WITH NEW OR IMPROVED DESIGNS, PRODUCTS AND
PRODUCTION PROCESSES.

"THEY ALSO BEAR TESTIMONY TO OUR POTENTIAL FOR DEVELOPING
TECHNOLOGY-INTENSIVE INDUSTRIES IN VIEW OF LOCAL TALENT AVAILABLE AND
EXCELLENT INFRASTRUCTURE," HE SAID.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SILICON HARBOUR CENTRE BY MOTOROLA
WAS A NOTABLE EXAMPLE.

"I HOPE THAT LOCAL MANUFACTURERS WOULD NOT JUST BENEFIT FROM
THE NEW AND USEFUL TECHNOLOGIES BROUGHT INTO HONG KONG BY
MULTI-NATIONAL COMPANIES, BUT THEY WILL CONTINUE TO INVEST TO FURTHER
CAPITALISE ON THE ABUNDANT OPPORTUNITIES HERE," MR BARMA SAID.
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COMPULSORY SAFETY PARTITION FOR LIGHT GOODS VEHICLES
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A TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN TODAY (SATURDAY) REMINDED
OWNERS OF ALL VAN-TYPE LIGHT GOODS VEHICLE REGISTERED BEFORE JULY 1,
1990 THAT A PERMANENT PARTITION MUST BE INSTALLED BETWEEN THE GOODS
COMPARTMENT AND THE SEATING ACCOMMODATION BY JULY 1 THIS YEAR.

HE SAID THE LEGISLATION MAKING IT COMPULSORY FOR LIGHT GOODS
VEHICLES WITH A GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT NOT EXCEEDING 1.9 TONNES TO
INSTALL THE SAFETY PARTITION CAME INTO EFFECT ON JULY 1 LAST YEAR.

BUT HE ADDED THAT THERE WAS A ONE-YEAR GRACE PERIOD TO ENSURE
THAT OWNERS HAD ADEQUATE TIME TO MAKE THE NECESSARY CONVERSION.

THE SPOKESMAN SAID THE PARTITION 1S ACTING AS A PROTECTIVE
BARRIER AGAINST GOODS IN THE GOODS COMPARTMENT SHIFTING INTO THE
SEATING ACCOMMODATION.

THEREFORE, THE HEIGHT, WIDTH, STRENGTH, DESIGN AND
CONSTRUCTION OF THE PARTITION MUST BE CAPABLE OF WITHSTANDING OR
BEARING THE WEIGHT OF ANY LOAD WHICH THE PARTITION IS LIKELY TO
ENCOUNTER OR THE VAN IS LIKELY TO CARRY.

HE ADDED THAT THERE MUST NOT BE ANY SIDE WINDOWS IN THE GOODS °
COMPARTMENT OF ANY VAN.

"IF OWNERS USE OR PERMIT TO USE A VEHICLE WHICH DOES NOT MEET
THE RULES AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE, THEY COMMIT AN OFFENCE AND ARE
LIABLE TO A FINE OF $10,000 AND SIX MONTHS' IMPRISONMENT," HE SAID.

HE SAID NEWLY MANUFACTURED VAN-TYPE LIGHT GOODS VEHICLES
WERE INSTALLED WITH SUCH SAFETY PARTITIONS.

HOWEVER, MOST OPERATORS HAVE REMOVED THE PARTITION TO ALLOW
FOR GREATER FLEXIBILITY IN USING THE VEHICLE FOR PASSENGER AND GOODS
CARRIAGE.

A P e T S

YEAR-END CLEAN-UP IN PRIVATE BUILDINGS
¥ ¥ X ¥ X

THE SHAM SHUI PO DISTRICT PRIVATE BUILDING MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE CARRIED OUT A YEAR-END CLEAN-UP AT "TARGETTED" BUILDINGS 1IN
THE DISTRICT TODAY (SATURDAY).

DURING THE EXERCISE, COMMITTEE MEMBERS, VOLUNTEERS AND

RESIDENTS JOINED HANDS TO REMOVE OBSTRUCTING ARTICLES AND RUBBISH
FROM FIRE ESCAPES IN ORDER TO REDUCE FIRE HAZARDS.

/A SPOKESMAN
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A SPOKESMAN FOR THE COMMITTEE SAID THE EXERCISE WAS ORGANISED
ANNUALLY TO ENCOURAGE RESIDENTS’ PARTICIPATION IN BUILDING
MANAGEMENT AND IN KEEPING THEIR LIVING ENVIRONMENT CLEAN.

THE SPOKESMAN ALSO URGED FLAT OWNERS AND TENANTS TO TAKE THE
INITIATIVE IN CARRYING OUT VARIOUS FIRE PREVENTION MEASURES.

2 T T g L Y

LONG DISTANCE RUN ON LANTAU ISLAND
* ¥ X ¥ X

MORE THAN 200 RUNNERS WILL TAKE PART 1IN THE LANTAU LONG
DISTANCE RUN TOMORROW (SUNDAY) MORNING.

THE EVENT WILL ROUND OFF A SERIES OF LONG DISTANCE RUNS HELD
ON THE FOUR MAIN ISLANDS OF THE ISLANDS DISTRICT FOR 1990/91.

RUNNERS IN THE NINE-KILOMETRE RACE WILL START FROM CHUNG HAU
IN MUI WO, VIA THE SCENIC SOUTH LANTAU ROAD, AND FINISH AT THE POLICE
DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS IN CHEUNG SHA.

THE RACE WILL START AT 10.30 AM AND A PRIZE PRESENTATION
CEREMONY WILL BE HELD AT THE POLICE DISTRICT HEADQUARTERS AT 11.30 AM.

OFFICIATING AT THE CEREMONY WILL BE LEGISLATIVE COUNCILLOR, MR
LAM WAI-KEUNG, THE ISLANDS DISTRICT OFFICER, MR KIM SALKELD, AND THE
POLICE ISLANDS DISTRICT COMMANDER, MR WILLIAM WORRALL.

THE ISLANDS DISTRICT LONG DISTANCE RUN IS AN ANNUAL EVENT
JOINTLY ORGANISED BY THE ISLANDS DISTRICT OFFICE, REGIONAL COUNCIL,
ISLANDS SPORTS ASSOCIATION, AND ISLANDS POLICE COMMUNITY RELATIONS
SECTION, AND SPONSORED BY THE DISTRICT BOARD AND ISLANDS ROTARY CLUB.

ATTENTION NEWS EDITORS:

MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES ARE WELCOME TO COVER THE LANTAU LONG
DISTANCE RUN AND ITS PRIZE PRESENTATION CEREMONY.
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VARIETY SHOW CONCLUDES DISTRICT KEEP HK CLEAN CAMPAIGN
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A VARIETY SHOW WAS HELD AT TAI PO CENTRAL SQUARE THIS
(SATURDAY) AFTERNOON TO CONCLUDE THE TAI PO DISTRICT KEEP HONG KONG
CLEAN CAMPAIGN.

'HE EVENT WAS ORGANISED BY THE WORKING GROUP ON TAL PO
RICT KEEP HONG KONG CLEAN CAMPAIGN AND SPONSORED BY THE REGIONAL
UNCT]

HE PROGRAMME INCLUDED STNGING PERFORMANCES AND A MAGIC SHOW.
| RE WERE ALSO STALL GAMES AND EXHIBITIONS OF THE WINNING ENTRIES 1IN
A BOOKMARK DESIGN AND A PHOTOGHRAPHIC COMPETITION.

THE "DRAGON OF CLEANLINESS" WAS ALSO PRESENT, ALLOWING THE
PUBLIC TO TAKE PICTURES.

OFFICIATING AT THE CLOSING CEREMONY WERE TAI PO DISTRICT
OFF1ICER, MR THOMAS YIU; DISTRICT BOARD CHAIRMAN, MR HO YUNG-SANG; AND
REGIONAL COUNCILLORS MR TANG PUI-TAT AND MR LAI KAM-CHEUNG .

THEY ALSO PRESENTED PRIZES TO WINNERS OF THE BOOKMARK DESIGN
AND THE CLEAN BUILDING COMPETITIONS .

THE TAl1 PO DISTRICT KEEP HONG KONG CLEAN CAMPAIGN STARTED 1IN
JULY LAST YEAR. ACTIVITIES INCLUDED VISITS TO THE WORLD WIDE FUND
CONSERVATION STUDIES CENTRE, AND A CLEAN-UP OPERATION IN A RURAL
VILLAGE.






