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REPLACEMENT OF THE SECCHDARY. SCHOOL ENTRANCE EXAMINATION

x % KKK K

ALLOCATION OF PUPILS TO SCHOOLS ON Al AREA DASIS, THE
SUESTITUTION OF WIDE INTERMAL SCHOOL ASSESSMENTS OVER THREE
TERMS FOR A NARROWER PUELIC EXANINATION CONDUCTED IN ONE DAY,
A FAIRER SYSTEM OF INTAKE FOR SECO!DARY SCHOOLS AMND A MORE
EGAL ITARIAN SCHOOL SYSTEM — THESE ARE THE MAIN FEATURES OF
THE REPORT OF THE WORKING PARTY ON THE REPLACEMENT OF THE SEGCONDARY
SCHOOLS ENTRANCE EXAMINATION (S.S.E.E.) ISSUED TODAY BY THE
DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION, MR. KENMETH TCOPLEY.

FOLLOWING THE PUBLICATION OF THE WHITE PAPER ON THE EXPANSION
OF SECONDARY EDUCATION IN OCTOBER 1974, THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION
APPOINTED THE WORKING PARTY TO LLHE HECOhHEHDATIGha ON HCW PRIMARY
6 LEAVERS WOULD BE ALLOCATED TO SECO{!DARY SCHOOLS WHEN THERE WERE
SUFFICIENT FORMS |-=111 PLACES FOR'EVERY CHILD IN THE APPROPRIATE
AGE GROUP AND THE S.S.E.E. WAS NO LONGER NECESSARY.

THE 26-MEMBER WORK ING PARTY, CHAIRED BY THE FORMER DEPUTY
DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION, PFR. CHARLES LOWE, CONSISTED OF HEADS AND
TEACHERS OF SCHOOLS OF ALL KINDS A!ND REPRESENTATIVES OF GOVERKMENT
DEPARTMENTS.

COPIES OF THE REPORT IN EMCLISH AND CHINESE HAVE BEEN SENT
TO ALL PRIMARY AND SECONDARY aLuuuLb AS WELL AS TO EDUCATICNAL
BODIES FOR THEIR INFORMATION AND COMIMENTS, A SPOKESHMAN FOR THE
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT SAID.

THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION WISHES ALL CONCERNED TO HAVE AN
OPPORTUNITY TO STUDY AND DISCUSS THE REPORT BEFORE HE MAKES A
DECISION WHETHER TO ADOPT ITS RECOMMENDATIONS.

THE SPOKESMAN EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT COMMENTS WOULD REACH
THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT BY THE END CF FEBRUARY, TO PERMIT AN
EARLY DECISION AND THE NECESSARY FORWARD PLANNIKG IN THE BEST
INTERESTS OF PUPILS, PARENTS AND SCHOOLS,

A SUMMARY OF THE REPORT COULD HARDLY DO JUSTICE TO A COMPLEX
PROFESS ICNAL DOCUMENT, THE E.D. J!k\ﬂ)lhh SAID, BUT, INSOFAR AS
A ERIEF RESUME WAS POSSIBLE, THE REFPORT HAD NAUF THE FOLLOWING
MAJOR RECOMIMENDATIONS = '

REG IONAL ISATION

THE ALLﬂfaTPGT uF F”InnTY 6 LEAVERS SHOULD BE ON A RECIONAL
N DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOOLS, IT WAS

hOT PFACTIC&BLE TD FuLLOd hEﬁT GEOGRAPHICAL BOUNDARIES. [INSTEAD,
A SYSTEY CF SCHOOL +HETWORKS+ SHOULL BE DRAWN UP IN SUCH A WAY
THAT THEY WOULD COVER EROAD GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS AND THAT EACH WOULD
HAVE THE SAME MIX OF THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF SECONDARY SCHCOL
PLACES., EACH SCHOOL NETWORK SHCULD CONTAIN THE SAME PROPORTION
OF ANGLO-CHINESE AND CHINESE MIDDLE PLACES, GRAMMAR AND TECHNICAL
PLACES, AND SC ON. THIS SHOULD MEAN THAT NO CHILD WOULD BE
PLACED I A DISADVANTAGECUS FOSITION EECAUSE HE BELONGED TO A
PARTICULAR SCHCOL NETWORK.

JINTERNAL ¢ecse
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INTERNAL ASSESSMENTS
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THESE SHOULD BE USED AS A LASIS FOR DECIDING PRIORITY OF
ALLOCATICH: THE RESULTS OF THE PRIMARY 5 FINAL EXAMINATION AND
THE PRIMARY 6 MID=YEAR AND FINAL EXAMINATIONS SHOULD EE TAKEN
INTO CONSIDERATION IN DETERMINING THE ORDER CF MERIT WITHIN EACH
PRIMARY SCHOOL. ALL SUBJECTS TAUGHT IN THOSE TWO YEARS, EXCEPT
PHYSICAL EDUCATION, SHOULD BE COUNTED AND THE WEIGHTING TO
PE GIVEN TO INDIVIDUAL SUBJECTS SHOULD REFLECT THE TIME SPENT
TEACHING THEM IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE RECOMHIMENDATIONS CF THE
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.

ALLOCATION

EACH INTERNAL ORDER OF MERIT WOULD BE DIVIDED INTO FIVE
EQUAL BANDS, AND ALL THE PUPILS IN EACH BAND WOULD THEN BE
GROUPED TOGETHER AND CONSIDERED FOR ALLOCATION. CHILDREN IN
BAND 1 WOULD BE ALLOCATED BEFORE THOSE IN BAND 2, DAND 2 BEFORE
BAND 3, AND SO ON, ALLOCATION WOULD BE BASED ON PARENTAL CHOICE,
AND IF THERE WERE MORE CHILDREN CHOOSING A PARTICULAR SECONDARY
SCHOOL THAN THERE WERE PLACES AVAILABLE, A STATISTICALLY FAIR
RANDOM SELECTION WOULD BE MADE OF THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN TO
FILL THE VACANCIES IN THAT SCHOOL.

MIXED-ABILITY INTAKE

ADOPTING A 5-BAND SYSTEM AND TREATING ALL CHILDREN IN THE
SAME BAND AS BEING EQUAL IN ATTAINMENT AND ABILITY WHETHER
THEY CAME FROM THE SAME PRIMARY SCHOOL OR NOT, WOULD RESULT IN
A SUBSTANTIAL ELEMENT OF ABILITY MIX IN SECONDARY SCHOOL INTAKE.
THE WORKING PARTY WAS NOT IN FAVOUR OF GREATER DEGREE OF ABILITY
MIX IN THE FIRST FEW YEARS OF THE NEW SYSTEM SINCE #OST SCHOOLS
AND TEACHERS IN HONG KONG WERE NOT EXPERIENCED IN HANDL ING
CHILDREN OF A WIDE RANGE OF ABILITY. TREATING ALL PRIMARY
SCHOOLS SIMILARLY WOULD LEAD TO A MORE EGALITARIAN PRIMARY
SYSTEM SINCE THERE WOULD BE LESS REASCN FOR PARENTS TO
SEND THEIR CHILDREN TO THE PRESTIGIOUS PRIMARY SCHOOLS. THIS
WOULD REMOVE A CONSIDERABLE AMQUNT OF THE PRESSURE AND ANXIETY
NOW FELT BY PARENTS AND CHILDREN. PR

DISTRICT COUNCILS

IN ORDER TO ENSURE THAT THE SYSTEM OF INTERNAL ASSESSMENT
WOULD WORK SMOOTHLY AND FAIRLY, SUPERVISORY BODIES KNOWN AS
DISTRICT COUNCILS SHOULD BE SET UP, ONE FOR EACH SCHOOL NET.
THESE COUNCILS SHOULD BE COMPOSED OF AM EQUAL NUMEER OF PRIMARY
AND SECONDARY SCHOOL HEADS, AS WELL AS REPRESENTATIVES OF THE
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT AND THE RELEVANT CITY DISTRICT OFF ICE OR
NEW TERRITORIES ADMINISTRATION DISTRICT OFF ICE.

/FEEDER +4sse
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FEEDER SCHOOLS

THE PRESENT FEEDER SCHOOL SCHEME SHOULD BE MODIF IED TO
INCREASE EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY. AT PRESENT ALL THE FORM |

PLACES IN A SECOMDARY SCHOOL COULL IN THECRY LE TAKEN UP SOLELY

LY PUPILS FROM THE LIMKED FEEDER PRIMARY SCHOOL. IN FUTURE OHNLY

50 PER CEWT OF THE PLACES SHCULD EDE RESLCRVED FOR FEcDER
THIS PERCENTAGE SHOULD BE REVIEWED HWOT LATER THAN
HE NEW SYSTEI

HAD DEEK PUT INTO OPERATION,

ALLOGATION, AND

THREE YEARS AFTER THE

NOTE TC EDITORS:—

[ —— e

COPIES OF THE WORKIMNG PARTY’S REPORT WILL DE DISTRIBUTED
SEPARATELY |l THE PRESS LOXES, GOVERMMENT INFORMATION SERVICES,
FEEACONSF IELD HOUSE, 5TH FLOOR, THIS EVENING. s
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ROOM FOR PRIVATE ANU FUBLIC HOUSING TO CO=-EXIST
¥ ¥ X % %

THERE IS ROOM IN HONG KONG FOR DOTH PRIVATE AND PUBLIC
HOUSING TO CO=EXIST AND PROSPER, (iRS. ELAINE CHIA, PRINCIPAL
ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR HCUSING, SAID TODAY.

+GOVERNMENT+, SHE SAID, +18 AS CONCERNED WITH GIVING
ENCOURAGEMENT TO PRIVATE DEVELOPERS AS'IT IS TO PROMOTE NEW
HOUSE=EUILE 1IIG 1! THE PUBLIC SECTOR.+

SPEAKII{G AT THE FIRST QUARTERLY MEZETING FOR 1975/76 OF THE
HONG KONG COUNCIL OF SOCIAL SERVICE, MRS. CHIA SAID RECENT
STUDIES INDICATED THAT ABOUT HALF OF ALL FAMILIES IN HONG KONG
COULD AFFORD PRIVATE HOUSING. THE REMAINDER WOULD REQUIRE AIDED
HOUS ING, AS AGAINST 32 PER CENT OF ALL HOUSEHOLDS (OR 44 PER
CENT OF THE POPULATION) ALREADY Il PUELIC HOUSIHNC.

ON PUBLIC HOUSING, SHE SAID THE HOUSING AUTHORITY FACED
TwWO TASKS. ONE WAS TO BUILD AS MANY NEW ESTATES AS FUNDS AND
OTHER RESOURCES “WOULD ALLOW FOR OVERCROWDED FAMILIES IN BOTH
PRIVATE AMD PUBLIC HOUSING, SQUATTERS, LICERSED AREA OCCUPANTS
AND EMERGENCY VICTIMS. THE OTHER wAS TO REHOUSE ThE 500,000
PEOPLE HOW LIVING I VERY UNSATISFACTORY CONDITICNS I THE
OLDEST ESTATES.

THESE TWO TASKS, SHE ADDEL, WERE INTER=-RELATED AND HAD
TO BE TACKLED CONCURRENTLY.

MRS. CHIA SAID: +DESPITE THE UNFAVOURABLE ECONOMIC
SITUATION IN 1975, THE HOUSING PROGRAMME HAS NOT LEEN TOO EBADLY
AFFECTED. AT THE END OF 1975, THERE WERE TEN PUELIC HOUSING
PROJECTS UNDER COMSTRUCTION, wWHILE SIX OTHERS WILL HAVE THEIR
CONTRACTS LET BEFORE APRIL THIS YEAR. .

+THESE ESTATES WILL BE COMPLETED BEFORE 1979 AND TOGETHER,
THEY CAN ACCOMMODATE UP TO 300,000 PEOPLE.+

SHE POINTED OUT THAT AT TODAY’S PRICE, THE TOTAL COST OF
THE HOUSING PROGRAMME FOR THE NEXT TEN YEARS wWOULD BE IN THE
REGION OF $5,500 MILLION.

I ADDITION, LAND FORMATION CHARGES COST $1,600 MILLION
MORE, THUS MAKING A TOTAL OF $7,100 MILLION, THIS AMOUNT
REPRESENTS 21 PER CENT OF THE 1974 HONG KONG GROSS DOMESTIC
PRODUCT.

MRS, CHIA SAIDs /+GOVERNMENT ALLOCATES A LUMP SUM EVERY YEAR
FOR CAPITAL EXPENDITURE OW PUDBLIC HOUSING AND NEW TOWN
DEVELOPMENT WORK. THIS SUM WILL NOT BE ENOUGH_TO PAY FOR THIS
AMBITIOUS BUILDING PROGRAMME, NOT TO MENTION THE PREMIUM
PAYMENTS FOR ESTATE SITES, OR RECURRENT EXPENSES OF MANAGING
ESTATES. +

/THE GAP; «vees
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THE GAP, SHE SAID, WOULD HAVE TO DE FINARCED FROM ARY
SURPLUS THE HOUSING AUTHORITY CCULD PRODUCE FROM ITS ESTATES.

+TH ENSURE THAT ITS REVENUE AT LEAST KEEPS FACE WITH
INFLATION, THE AUTHORITY HAS THE ULEHNVIADLE TASK OF REVIEWING,
IV THE LIGHT OF TEMANTS? |NCOME AHD COMPARISONS WITH PRIVATE
PROPERTY Il THE NE | GHROURHOOD, IT5 DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL
RENTS (MOST OF WHICH HAVL REMAINED STATIC FOR A NUMEER OF YEARS),+
MRS. CHIA CONTIHUED,

+YOU YILL AGREE THAT INCREASED CONTRIBUTIONS FROM TENANTS
WILL TAKE THE HOUSING AUTHORITY ANOTHER STEP NEARER TO BUILDING
MORE HOMES FOR THE 100,000 FAMILIES STILL OR OUR WAITING LIST.+

MRS. CHIA MENTIOKED CREATING GCOMMERC 1AL COMPLEXES IN
ESTATES AS ONE OF THE METHODS OF INCREASING [INCOME.

SHE SAID THE HOUSING AUTHORITY WAS EXPLORING EVERY POSSIEBLE
OPTION S0 AS TO REDUCE ITS DEPENDERCE ON GOVERNMENT LCANS.

I COMCLUSION, MRS, CHIA SAID THE GOVERNMENT AND THE
HOUS ING AUTHORITY WERE DETERMIKED, WITHIN AVAILAELE RESOURCES,
TO PRESS ON WITIH THE PUBLIC HOUS I1!G PROGRAMME.

SHE DESCRIBED THE TASK AHEAD AS +AN UPHILL ONE+ BUT EXPRESSED
CONF IDENCE THAT THE HOUSING AUTHORITY +4ILL NEVER LOSE SIGHT CF
ITS GCALS.+
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BIRTHS AND DEATHS REGISTERED IN 1975
* K X ¥ * ¥

FEWER BIRTHS AND DEATHS WERE REGISTERED LAST YEAR THAN IN
1974, ACCORDING TO FIGURES RELEASED TODAY BY THE REGISTRAR
. GENERAL, MR. WALTER HUME,

| THE NUMBER OF BIRTHS REGISTERED IN 1975 WAS 78,200, WHICH
WAS 3,679 FEWER THAN THE 1974 FIGURE OF 81,879, WHILE THE NUMBER
OF DEATHS REGISTERED DECREASED BY 859 TO 21,191,

ALTHOUGH THE DECREASE IN REGISTERED BIRTHS WAS ONLY ALOUT
h.4 PER CENT, MR. HUME SAID IT WAS SIGNIFICANT IN THAT 1975 WAS
THE FIRST YEAR SINCE 1971 IN WHICH THE TOTAL OF REGISTERED
BIRTHS SHOWED A DECREASE AS COMPARED WITH THE PRECEDING YEAR.

THE GREATEST WUMBER OF DIRTHS REGISTERED IN ANY ONE YEAR
WAS IN 1963, WHEN 115,263 WERE REGISTERED. THEREAFTER THE NUMEER
DECL IHED EVERY YEAR UNTIL THE DOWiWWARD TREND WAS REVERSED IN
1972.

OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF BIRTHS REGISTERED LAST YEAR, 76,1
WERE CHINESE (39,703 MALE AND 36,454 FEMALE) AND 2,043 NON=CH

(1,051 MALE AND 99 FEMALE).,

A TOTAL OF 20,017 WERE REGISTERED ON HONG KONG ISLAND,
3,944 IN KOWLOON AND 9,239 IN THE NEW TERRITORIES. THESE
REPRESENTED DECREASES OF 4.59 PER CENT, 2.25 PER CENT AND 14.66
PER CENT RESPECTIVELY AS COMPARED WITH THE 1974 FIGURES.

IN ISSUING THESE FIGURES, Mk. HUME EMPHAS ISED THAT THEY WERE
IN RESPECT OF REGISTERED BIRTHS OHLY. +THERE ARE ALWAYS A NUMEER
OF BIRTHS EVERY YEAR WHICH ARE NOT REGISTERED BY THE PARENTS AT
THE TIME, WITH THE RESULT THAT WHILE THE FIGURES FOR THE REGISTERED
BIRTHS SHOW TRENDS, THEY DO NOT GIVE A COMPLETELY ACCURATE
PICTURE,+ HE SAID.

THE TOTAL NUMBER OF REGISTERED DEATHS COMPRISED 20,891
CHINESE (11,457 MALE AND 9,429 FEFALE AND 5 UNKNOWN SEXS AND
300 HON=CH I NESE (208 MALE AND 92 FEMALE)

THE MNUMBER OF REGISTERED DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER ONE YEAR
OF AGE WAS 1,173 AS AGAINST 1,421 IN 1974, WHILE THAT OF INFANTS
UNDER CHE WEEK OLD WAS 671 COPrHHLu WITH 717 THE PREVIOUS YEAR.

—--—0--—-
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1975 == A BUSY YEAR FOR AMBULANCE COMMAND
® % K KR K

THE NUMBER OF CALLS DEALT WITH BY THE AMBULAKCE COMHAND
OF THE FIRE SERVICES DEPARTHENT HAS EEEN RISING EACH YEAR
AS A RESULT OF GREATER ACCEPTAIICE BY THE PUBLIC OF THE SERVICES
FﬁOUI;Lu.

ACCORDING TO STATISTICS RELEASED TODAY, THE COMMAND
ANSWERED A TOTAL OF 126,538 CALLS LURING 1975 COMPARED WITH
109,103 FOR THE FHEVIOUS YEAR. THIS REPRESENTS AN INCREASE
OF 16 PER CENT.

CF THE TOTAL, 42,343 WERE Ol HCNG KONG ISLANL,
58,952 IN KOWLOOW AND 25,236 |il THE WEW TERRITORIES. ABCUT
85 PER CENT OF THESE CALLS WERE CilERGERNCY CASES.

THE NUMBER OF PATIENTS CARRIED SHOWED AN INCREASE OF
15 PER CENT, FROM 132,775 IN 1974 TO 152,816 IN 1975.

THE COMMAND, WHICH HAS A STAFF OF 560, WwAS TOTALLY
COMMITTED ON A MUMBER OF OCCASIONS DURIWNG THE YEAR. A
NEW RECCRD WAS SET Oil DECEMEER 23 wHEK IT ANSWERED A TOTAL
OF 456 CALLS —— OR 19 CALLS EVERY HOUR.

AMBULANCES ARE BASED IN FIRE STATIOGNS AS WELL AS IN
AMBULANCE DEPOTS SO AS TO GIVE WIDER COVERAGE. AT PRESEN
THE COIMiAND HAS A FLEET OF 91 ANMIULANCES AND THERE ARE N JE
bPPOTJ/uTﬂTIO|u.

TO COPE WITH THE INCREASIHG DEMAND, THE AMBULANCE
FLEET IS TO EE FURTHER EXPANDED AND THERE ARE ALSC FLANS
FOR SEVERAL MNEW DEPOTS AND STATICHS BY 1980, THE FIRST
OF THESE WILL BE A STATION AT HING WAH ESTATE IN CHAl wAN
WHICH 13 DUE FOR COMPLETION SHUKTLY.

TRAINING OF PERSONMMNEL I MODERW AMBULANCE AID METHODS £
CONTiNUED THROUGHOUT THE YEAR UHDER REVIEW, A NUMEER OF AMBULARCE
SUPERV I150RS HAD ATTENDED COURSES ON EME ChNCY hHTchJITY AND :
INFANT CARE AT THE QUEEN ELIZADETH HOQFITHL NURS ING SCHCOL.

---‘Dﬂ--—
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TRAFF IC ARRANGENMENTS FOR LUNAR MEW YEAR FAIR
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Tu0O ROADS IM YUEN LONG, WEs TERRITORIES, wliLL LE CLOSED TG
VEH ICULAR TRAFFIC FROM THURSDAY "To NEW YEAR'S EVE  (JARUARY 22 TU 31)
IN Lu“L.l.uT“un Wl TH [HE LUKAR Mk YEAR FAIR TO EE HELD T}t‘:HE.

. THZY AR ON [I[H ROAD DEETWEER 1A MIU ROAD AND TAI KU

|1.‘.JI-;\'|.-L:_ .\'ﬁil.l:: i I; Y 4.\ Jha ;'.'!-l:;.
TRAFFIC SIGNS WILL BE PUT UP TO GUIDE DRIVERS,
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JATER SUPPLY TO A NUMBER OF F Eu| ES IP THE CLEAR WATER
EAY ROAD AREA WILL EE iNTEHHU?T;Y F\L 8 P.H. ON § uPLqJHY
(Jr\L{hinTJ ﬁl) TO 8 A, .-. (J# THURSDAY (u \NUARY 22) 1 ) ALL
SATERWORKS TO IE CARRIED OuT. i

AEFECTED WILL BE PREMISES ALONG CLEAR WATER LAY ROUAD
BETWEEN PIK UK PRISON AND BAYSIDE VILLA, II'LUD[NG VILLAS
-‘“‘cl‘l.\I "k' IL!_ l“c Il_\J IIr {.JLn_r‘-l-‘: I-ii’tTn..l{ 1;1\( I.\.L ll.J, h*’|| { |{f\ - Fl.- J1 '] ;'.'l IL."-'”?,.-_{

STRAND BEACH ROAD ARD WO KAR ROAD, SAl RUNG,

ALSO AFFECTED WILL BE PREMIGES I PO LAM ROAD AND
RENMIES MILL, 1HCLUDIKRG MA YAU TONG 'ILLAuh AND PRENMISES ALONG
HIRAI? s HIGHWAY, BETWEEN WAM wEl AND LIU KAR TSE, ARD
VILLAGES ALORG HIRAM®S HIGHUWAY, Sl KUan
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