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Changes to be made to immigration status of British citizens
L O

The Government is looking at a number of proposals to make changes to the
immigration status of British citizens to bring it in line with that of other foreign
nationals, a Government spokesman said today (Monday).

The spokesman said that in recent months, local labour unions, the British
citizens themselves as well as their employers had expressed concern about possible
changes in this respect.

Currently, British citizens enjoy some special immigration status because of the
special relation between Hong Kong and the United Kingdom.

After an internal review, the Government has concluded that changes should be
in place before the change of sovereignty to remove the differences between British
citizens and other foreign nationals regarding their immigration status.

Under the new proposals, British citizens who come to Hong Kong for
employment, residence or education will need to apply for a visa.

"These proposals will bring the immigration status in line with that for other
foreign nationals," the spokesman said.

At present British citizens coming for visit can enjoy a visa-free period of stay
of 12 months.

Under the proposals, the visa-free period will be six months. The British
Government offers six monthly visa-free visit to British National (Overseas) passport
holders. They will offer the same treatment to future Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region passport holders.

The spokesman said that also proposed was the removal of the right to land
currently granted to British citizens who had stayed in Hong Kong continuously for
seven years or more, and the special deportation arrangements.

"With the removal of the right to land, it is intended that British citizens who
currently enjoy the right to land status will be given an unconditional stay status.

"Those who are eligible to acquire the right of abode under Basic Law Article
24 can apply to change their status to the right of abode status.
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"Details of the arrangements for acquiring right of abode status for non-Chinese
nationals are still under discussion at the Sino-British Joint Liaison Group.

"The special deportation arrangements will be replaced by arrangements that
apply to all other nationals," the spokesman added.

The Government plans to finalise its proposals by the end of the year and
introduce the changes before July 1 next year, but the exact implementation date has
yet to be decided.

End

DGT optimistic of good Manila Action Plan for APEC
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The major achievements of Asia Pacific Economic Co-operation (APEC) forum
this year will be outlined in the Manila Action Plan for APEC (MAPA) which will be
finalised for submission to APEC Ministers and Economic Leaders at their meetings
later this week.

The Director-General of Trade, Mr Alan Lai, said this today (Monday) before
departing for a series of APEC meetings scheduled to take place this week in the
Philippines.

He said: "A concrete and substantive MAPA represents putting APEC vision
into reality. It will send a clear message to the world that APEC means business.

"l am optimistic that we shall come up with such a MAPA in Manila."

The MAPA comprises the Individual Action Plans (IAPs) prepared by all 18
APEC member economies and the Collective Action Plans (CAPs) prepared by lead
economies to implement trade and investment liberalisation and facilitation, as well as
joint activities in economic and technical co-operation.

Mr Lai said the third APEC Economic Leaders Meeting held in Osaka last
November had set out the action agenda for achieving the Bogor goal of free and open
trade and investment in the Asia Pacific region by 2010 and 2020 respectively for
industrialised and developing economies.

"Throughout this year, APEC member economies have been working to draw
up their IAPs and contribute to the CAPs in respect of the programme areas under
Trade and Investment Liberalisation and Facilitation set out in part one of the Osaka
Action Agenda.




"At the same time, various working groups and other APEC forums have been
undertaking joint activities in the programme areas under Economic and Technical
Co-operation set out in Part Two of the Osaka Action Agenda," he said.

In addition to MAPA, Senior Officials of APEC will also discuss, during the
coming Informal Senior Officials Meeting to be held in Manila on November 20 and
21, the APEC membership policy, including membership criteria and whether the
three-year moratorium should be extended. Senior Officials will submit their
recommendations to Ministers for consideration.

Mr Lai will attend the Informal Senior Officials Meeting and will accompany
the Secretary for Trade and Industry, Miss Denise Yue, to the Eighth APEC
Ministerial Meeting scheduled for November 22 and 23. He will also accompany the
Financial Secretary, Mr Donald Tsang, to the Fourth APEC Economic Leaders
Meeting to be held in Subic on November 25.

Member economies of APEC are Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile,
the People's Republic of China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea,
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, Singapore,
Chinese Taipei. Thailand and the United States.

End

Man Kam To Food Control Office officially opened
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The setting up of the new Man Kam To Food Control Office has strengthened
the surveillance on imported food items from China and minimised the risk of the
public being affected by pesticide contaminated vegetables, the Director of Health, Dr
Margaret Chan said today (Monday).

Speaking at the opening ceremony of the department's new Man Kam To Food
Control Office, Dr Margaret Chan said: "Since the office came into operation in
February this year, no poisoning case related to pesticide contaminated vegetables has
been reported."

"The success could partly be attributed to the increased surveillance after
setting up of the new office and measures taken in China to ensure the safety of
vegetables exported to Hong Kong."

Dr Chan pointed out that the number of staff at the border checkpoint had
doubled since the setting up of the new office.




With the enhanced facilities, results of the quick tests would be known within
30 minutes.

If excessive pesticide residues were found, immediate actions would be taken to
recall the contaminated vegetables, she said.

Dr Chan said there were more than 200 trucks carrying vegetables cross the
Man Kam To checkpoint every day and almost all of them were now inspected at the
control office before going to the markets.

"Between April and October this year, a monthly average of 36,900 kilograms
of vegetables suspected of carrying prohibited or excessive pesticide residues were
surrendered voluntarily for destruction.

"This compared with only 6,000 kilograms before the commissioning of the
new office.”

In addition to the quick tests, a portion of samples would be taken for detailed
analyses in the laboratory of the food control office where presence of pesticide at a
very low concentration could be detected, she added.

Dr Chan, however, stressed that the Health Department would not be

complacent and would try its best to maintain food safety.

Funded and supported by the two municipal councils, the purposely-built Man
Kam To Food Control Office cost about $35 million. It has a floor area of about 1,800
square metres and comprises a laboratory capable of conducting confirmatory analyses
for vegetables, cold storage facilities and a 300 square metres vehicle parking area.

End

Unemployment and underemployment statistics
* % k k %

The seasonally adjusted unemployment rate for the period July to September
1996 was 2.6%, and the underemployment rate was 1.4%, according to the latest
labour force statistics released today (Monday) by the Census and Statistics
Department.

For the period August to October 1996, the provisional seasonally adjusted
unemployment rate remained unchanged, at 2.6%, while the provisional

underemployment rate was marginally higher, at 1.5%.




Commenting on the latest figures, a government spokesman said that for the
latest period August to October 1996, declines in the unemployment rates were seen in
the construction and the community, social and personal services sectors, while slight
increases were observed in the manufacturing and transport sectors. As a result, the
unemployment rate was kept unchanged in overall terms.

As to the underemployment rate, the slight increase occurred mainly in the
manufacturing sector, while the underemployment situation in the other major sectors
was generally stable.

Growth in total employment continued to outpace that of labour supply. In the
three months ending September 1996, total employment showed a notable increase of
3% over a year earlier, while total labour supply grew by 1.9%.

During the period July to September 1996, the number of unemployed persons
with previous jobs was estimated at 68,200. Another 12,700 unemployed persons
were first-time job-seekers. The number of underemployed persons was estimated at
42,000.

The 1996 Population By-census conducted in March 1996 provided a
benchmark for revising estimates of the population made since the 1991 Population
Census. Labour force statistics were therefore recompiled using the revised population
estimates and hence they may be different from those released earlier.

Nevertheless, the effect of the revision on the unemployment rate and the
underemployment rate is practically nil.

I'he unemployment and underemployment statistics were obtained from a
continuous General Household Survey. The survey for July to September 1996
covered a quarterly sample of some 23,000 households or 78,300 persons, selected
scientifically to represent the land-based civilian non-institutional population in Hong
Kong. Data were obtained from the survey by interviewing each member aged 15 or

over in the households sampled.

In the survey, the definitions used in measuring unemployment and
underemployment follow closely those recommended by the International Labour
Organisation.

"Seasonally adjusted" refers to adjustment for seasonal variations in the
proportion of first-time job-seekers in the labour force.




Detailed analysis of labour force characteristics is given in the report on the
General Household Survey which is published four times a year.

The next report covering the quarter ending September 1996 will be on sale at
the Government Publications Centre, ground floor, Low Block, 66 Queensway, Hong
Kong, by the end of December.

End

Discussions between teachers and ED proved effective
* ok ok ok %

The Board of Education was today (Monday) informed that seminars and small
group discussions are effective in strengthening communication between teachers in
aided schools and the Education Department.

Some 680 teachers attended six seminars on Teachers' Professionalism 1996
under the theme of Profiling Pupils' Special Educational Needs between May 23 and
June 7.

A lecturer from the Faculty of Education of the University of Hong Kong, Mr
Yung Ka-kui, briefed the participants on pupils' special education needs in different
classroom settings.

Meanwhile, a total of 33 small group discussions on a district basis were held
on March 29.

Some 890 teachers from special schools, and ordinary secondary and primary
schools participated in these discussions on matters concerning terms and conditions
of service.

Among the items discussed, the main concerns of teachers from ordinary
schools were the Mortgage Interest Subsidy Scheme, provident fund, graduate posts in
primary schools, teachers' workload and their promotion.

Concerns of teachers from special schools were communication, terms and
conditions of service, education policy and teacher training.

Board members also learned the progress of the work of the Educational Aims
Implementation Sub-Committee (EAIS).




To arouse public awareness of the Aims of School Education, an information
leaflet on Support the Aims of School Education had been distributed to all parents
and students through schools.

Besides, a promotion package on the implementation of the aims was produced
for loan to schools.

Up to last month, a total of 42 schools had made use of the package at school
functions.

A video tape with the same contents of the promotion package was produced
and distributed to all schools last month (October).

Members also noted that, a computer package, School Aims Implementation
Folio (SAIF), to translate the aims into concrete and measurable terms for school use
was produced in July.

The educational aims and indicators are re-organised under different domains
and areas to suit the context of local schools.

Members also agreed that the long-term task of EAIS was to help create a
culture of quality education in schools and the short-term task was to encourage
development of qualitative performance indicators for different educational aims.

End

Non-graduate Teacher Qualifications Assessment Scheme
¥ % % % %

The Education Department will shortly invite applications for participation in
the last cycle of the Non-graduate Teacher Qualifications Assessment (NGTQA)
Scheme.

Successful candidates in the NGTQA examinations are eligible to teach in local
primary schools.

The NGTQA Scheme aims at providing qualification assessment for Hong
Kong residents who have obtained their qualifications and training outside Hong
Kong.
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It is to determine if their academic standard, professional knowledge and skills
are compatable to those of the non-graduate teachers trained locally.

The 1997 cycle is the last cycle of the scheme.

Upon the completion of the 1997 cycle, the department will continue to honour
its commitments made to eligible candidates regarding resitting arrangements for the
various subjects of assessment and the conduct of supervised practical teaching and
tests of English proficiency.

Application forms for the 1997 cycle will be distributed between November 20
(Wednesday) and December 18 (Wednesday).

To be eligible for admission to the assessment, a candidate must:

produce valid graduation certificate as documentary evidence of having
satisfactorily completed a post-secondary full-time course of not less
than three years, or equivalent, in an educational institution outside
Hong Kong after completing a five-year secondary course;

be of good character as testified by two referees; and

be eligible to stay in Hong Kong and not be subject to any restriction on
employment imposed by the Immigration Department, Hong Kong.

The 1997 cycle is for people intending to teach in primary schools: Th
assessment comprises three parts:

Part 1 (General Education)

Candidates are assessed on their standard of knowledge in the primary school
subjects they will teach.

A total of nine subjects under two groups are offered - Chinese, English,
Mathematics. General Studies, Music, Physical Education and Art and Craft with

Science and Social Studies being open to resit candidates only.

Each candidate will have to select two subjects of the appropriate combination
in Part 1.

Part 11 (Meduim of Insturction)

This part assesses candidates' ability to communicate effectively as primary
school teachers.

Two media of instruction are offered - Chinese and English.




All candidates are required to take "Chinese as a Medium of Instruction", and
those who do not take "English as a Medium of Instruction" in this part must take the
"English Language Proficiency Test".

Those who take English in Part 1 must take "English as a Medium of
Instruction” in addition to "Chinese as a Medium of Instruction”.

Part III (Professional Training)

This part will be open only to those candidates who can produce evidence of
having successfully completed a formal teacher education course in the relevant
subjects outside Hong Kong.

Candidates who failed in only one subject of assessment in the 1995 or 1996
cycle may apply to resit the examination on that subject in accordance with the
regulations stipulated in the Handbook for Applicants.

Those who failed in more than one subject (except the "English Language
Proficiency Test") will be required to take the whole Assessment again, if they apply

this year.

The fee for taking Parts | and Il of the assessment is $2,310. Candidates who

also take Part III are required to pay an additional $645. The fee for resitting one
subject is $635.

Applications must be made in prescribed forms. Application Forms, copies of
Handbook for Applicants and Examination Syllabuses will be available for
distribution at the following offices from November 20 (Wednesday):

Non-graduate Teacher Qualifications Assessment Section at Room
1138A, 11th floor, Wu Chung House, 213 Queen's Road East, Wan
Chai, Hong Kong.

Yau Tsim District Education Office, seventh floor, Kowloon
Government Offices. 405 Nathan Road, Yau Ma Tei, Kowloon.

Sha Tin District Education Office, third floor, Citylink Plaza, 1 Shatin
Station Circuit, Sha Tin, New Territories.

Applicants must return the completed application forms in person to the above
offices during the period from November 27 to December 18 inclusive.

Further information may be obtained by calling the NGTQA Section on 2892
6216 and 28926217 or the Automatic Telephone Enquiry System of the Education
Department on 2891 0088.

End




New series of hologram postcards to be issued next Wednesday
EEEE

The Postmaster General, Mr Robert Footman, announced today (Monday) that
Hong Kong Post Office Hologram Postcard Series Nos. 3 to 8 will be released on
November 27 (Wednesday) to commemorate the HONG KONG'97 Stamp Exhibition
to be held at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre from February 12 to
16, 1997.

The postcards will be put on sale in sets at all post offices. The selling price is
$30 per set of six. A sales restriction of three sets of hologram postcards per customer
queuing will be imposed on the first day of issue.

The hologram postcards were designed by Mr Arde Lam and the photographs
were taken by Mr Frank Fischbeck. Each postcard shows a different aspect of Hong
Kong including sea crafts, land transport, contemporary buildings, historical
architecture, landmarks and Hong Kong by night.

On the front of each postcard, three special stamps previously issued by the
Hong Kong Post Office on the same theme as that of the postcard are reproduced
while the fourth one is in form of a hologram.

The special stamps reproduced come from the issues of Hong Kong Sea Craft
(1968), Mass Transit Railway (1979), Rural Architecture (1980), Hong Kong by Night
(1983), Historical Buildings of Hong Kong (1985), Hong Kong New Buildings, Hong
Kong Buildings for the Future (1989), 100 Years of Transport (1991) and Hong Kong
Landmarks (1991).

The hologram postcards bear a postage paid insignia on the address side. The
insignia is a reproduction of the hologram special stamp.

The price of the postcards includes sufficient postage for sending them either
locally or overseas. However, the public are reminded that the postage paid insignia
cannot be cut out for use as a postage stamp and hence is not valid for prepayment of
postage on other mail items.

A hand-back service will be provided at all post offices on November 27 for the
hologram postcards and privately-made mail items bearing an indication of the event.
A special postmark will be introduced.

As on previous occasions of first day issue of new stamp products, the
following 22 post offices will open at 8 am on November 27:

Hong Kong

General Post Office, Aberdeen, Shau Kei Wan, Sai Ying Pun, Tsat Tsz Mui, Wan
Chai, Wah Fu




Outlying Islands
Cheung Chau

Kowloon

Tsim Sha Tsui, Cheung Sha Wan, Kowloon Central, Kowloon City, Kwun Tong,
Tseung Kwan O, To Kwa Wan

Mooy Tartitod

Yuen Long, Shatin Central, Sai Kung, Shek Wu Hui, Tuen Mun Central, Tai Po,
Tsuen Wan

End

Employer fined for violating employees' compensation law
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The Labour Department today (Monday) reminded employers to observe the
provisions of the Employees' Compensation Ordinance (ECO) or they will face
prosecution.

This appeal was made following a recent court case in Western Magistracy in
which the owner of Eastern Worldwide Co Ltd was fined $15,000 for dismissing an
employee injured at work before the Certificate of Compensation Assessment (Form
5) had been issued by the Commissioner for Labour.

Labour Officer (Prosecutions), Mr Raymond Ho, said: " Under section 48. of
the ECO, no employer should dismiss, or give notice to dismiss, an injured employee
who is entitled to compensation under the ECO until the Commissioner for Labour has
issued the Certificate of Compensation Assessment (Form 5); or until the employer
has entered into an agreement under the ordinance to settle the claim directly; or until
an Ordinary Assessment Board or Special Assessment Board has issued the Certificate
of Assessment (Form 7 or Form 8), or the Certificate of Review of Assessment (Form
9 or Form 10), whichever occurs first."

The maximum fine under this provision has been revised to $100,000 with
effect from July 1, 1996.

End
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Water storage figure
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Storage in Hong Kong's reservoirs at 9 am today (Monday) stood at 96.1 per
cent of capacity or 563 .387 million cubic metres.

This time last year the reservoirs contained 577.546 million cubic metres of
water, representing 98.5 per cent of capacity.

End

Tender for fifth issue of seven-year exchange fund notes
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The Hong Kong Monetary Authority announced today (Monday) that the tender
for the fifth issue of seven-year exchange fund notes will be held on Monday
(November 25) for settlement on Tuesday (November 26).

An amount of HK$500 million seven-year notes will be offered. Another
HK$100 million will be held as reserve by the Hong Kong Monetary Authority for
supply to market makers in the secondary market.

The notes will mature on November 26, 2003 and will carry interest at the rate
of 6.8% per annum payable semi-annually in arrears. Terms and conditions of the
issue are described fully in the Information Memorandum.

Members of the public who wish to tender for the notes may do so through any
of the market makers or recognised dealers on the published list which can be obtained
from the Hong Kong Monetary Authority, 30th floor, 3 Garden Road, Hong Kong (or
telephone 2878 8150). Each tender must be for an amount of HK$50,000 or integral
multiples thereof.

Tender information for the fifth issue of seven-year exchange fund notes is as
follows:

I_ssue Number - 7311

Tender date and time : Monday, 25 November 1996,
9.30 to 10.30 am

Issue and settlement date  : Tuesday, 26 November 1996




Amount on offer

Maturity
Maturity date

Interest rate

Interest payment dates

Tender amount

Other details

5

HK$500 million plus an additional HK$100 million
as reserve stock for the Monetary Authority

Seven years
26 November 2003

6.8% per annum payable semi-annually in arrears

26 May 1997, 26 Nov 1997,
26 May 1998, 26 Nov 1998,
26 May 1999, 26 Nov 1999,
26 May 2000, 27 Nov 2000,
28 May 2001, 26 Nov 2001,
27 May 2002, 26 Nov 2002,
26 May 2003, 26 Nov 2003

Each tender must be for an amount of HK$50,000
or integral multiples thereof. Members of the public
who wish to tender for the notes may approach
market makers or recognised dealers on the
published list

Please see Information Memorandum published or
approach market makers or recognised dealers

Hong Kong Monetary Authority money market operations
¥ % k ¥ %

Opening balance in the account
Closing balance in the account
Change attributable to:

Money market activity

LAF today

Cumulative
Time change

il ' smillion

2,446 0930 +452
2,469 1000 +453
1100 +453

+453 1200 +453
-430 1500 +453
1600 +453




¥ 1405
LAF rate 4.00% bid/6.00% offer TWI 124.3 *+0.0* 18.11.96
Hong Kong Monetary Authority
EF bills EF notes/MTRC notes

Terms Yield Term Issue Coupon Price

1 week 4.90 2 years 2811 5.72 100.10
1 month 491 j0. 3 years;. 3910 6.28 100.73
3 months 4.93 - Syears 5109 .32 103.16
6 months 5.01 - T years -7308 7.24 102.23
12 months  5.25 10 years 1610 237 101.96

5years MS503 7.35 101.95

Total turnover of EF bills and notes - $7,628 million

Closed November 18, 1996

End






