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THIS WAS LAID DOWN, AFTER EXTENSIVE PUBLIC CONSULTATION, 1IN
THE BROADCASTING REVIEW BOARD’S REPORT PUBLISHED IN 1985, HE SAID.

"WE HAVE STEADFASTLY PURSUED THIS POLICY AND HAVE MADE
IMPRESSIVE PROGRESS THIS YEAR," HE ADDED.

: MR SO SAID IN RADIO BROADCASTING, MORE CHOICES IN THE FORM OF
15 CHANNELS, WITH MANY BROADCASTING IN FM STEREO, WERE NOW OFFERED
AFTER A SECOND COMMERCIAL RADIO SERVICE WAS LAUNCHED IN JULY THIS
YEAR.

IN THE FIELD OF TELEVISION, A PAN-ASIAN REGIONAL SATELLITE
SERVICE BASED IN HONG KONG LICENSED LAST DECEMBER WOULD PROVIDE FOUR
24-HOUR CHANNELS, BROADCASTING MUSIC, SPORTS, NEWS AND CURRENT
AFFAIRS, AND MANDARIN PROGRAMMES.

"THIS INCREASE IN THE CHOICE OF PROGRAMMES IS MATCHED BY
IMPROVEMENT IN THE QUALITY OF TRANSMISSION WHEN 1IN JULY THIS YEAR
MULTI-CHANNEL SOUND TELEVISION BROADCASTING WAS INTRODUCED.

"BY USING THE NEW TECHNOLOGY, COMMONLY CALLED NICAM (NEAR
INSTANTANEOUS COMPANDING AND MULTIPLEXING), VIEWERS CAN NOW RECEIVE®
EXCELLENT HIGH FIDELITY STEREO SOUND EFFECTS, OR A CHOICE OF UP TO
THREE LANGUAGES ON A MULTI-LINGUAL PROGRAMME, " HE ADDED.

THE SECRETARY SAID THREE MAIN TYPES OF TV BROADCASTERS WERE
IDENTIFIED IN HONG KONG.

THEY WERE THE TERRESTRIAL FREE-TO-AIR TV BROADCASTERS OFFERING
PROGRAMMES FOR MASS ENTERTAINMENT AND INFORMATION FOR THE LOCAL
AUDIENCE; A REGIONAL SATELLITE TELEVISION BROADCASTING SERVICE WITH A
TARGET AUDIENCE MUCH WIDER THAN HONG KONG, OFFERING LITTLE OR NO
LOCAL PROGRAMMING; AND A SUBSCRIPTION MULTI-CHANNEL TV SERVICE
COVERING A WIDE CHOICE TO MEET THE INTERESTS AND TASTES OF DIFFERENT
SECTORS OF THE COMMUNITY.

"IN DRAWING UP A REGULATORY FRAMEWORK FOR THE LICENSING OF TV
BROADCASTERS, THE ADMINISTRATION MUST HAVE REGARD TO THE DIFFERENT
NATURE OF THESE TV BROADCASTERS AND CREATE AN ENVIRONMENT 1IN WHICH
THEY COULD CO-EXIST IN HEALTHY COMPETITION," HE SAID.

MR SO SAID THE GOVERNMENT WAS IN THE FINAL STAGE OF A REVIEW
OF A LICENSING FRAMEWORK FOR SUBSCRIPTION TELEVISION.

"WE HOPE TO BE ABLE TO ANNOUNCE DETAILS ON THE LICENSING
FAMEWORK FOR SUBSCRIPTION TV BY THE END OF THE YEAR, WITH A VIEW TO
ISSUING LICENCES BY THE SUMMER OF 1992," HE SAID.

HE SAID THE GOVERNMENT WAS IN FAVOUR OF A TECHNOLOGY NEUTRAL
APPROACH, AND THAT PROPOSALS WOULD BE ASSESSED PRIMARILY ON A
BROADCASTING STANDPOINT.
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MEASURES TO TACKLE VIOLENT CRIMES ANNOUNCED
¥ X ¥ %X X%

THE SECRETARY FOR SECURITY, MR ALISTAIR ASPREY, TODAY
(WEDNESDAY) OUTLINED A SERIES OF MEASURES TO TACKLE AND REVERSE THE
TREND OF INCREASING CRIMES OF VIOLENCE, IN PARTICULAR ROBBERIES WITH

REAL OR IMITATION FIREARMS.

SPEAKING IN THE RESUMED DEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S POLICY ADDRESS
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, HE SAID THE MEASURES INCLUDED INCREASING
POLICE PRESENCE ON THE STREETS, STRENGTHENING POLICE EQUIPMENT AND IN-
DEPTH INVESTIGATIONS OF THE GANGS.

THE GOVERNMENT WOULD ALSO APPREHEND AND BRING TO JUSTICE THOSE
RESPONSIBLE AS WELL AS INCREASE CO-OPERATION WITH CHINA TO STEM CROSS-
BORDER CRIME, HE ADDED.

ON IMPROVEMENTS TO POLICE PRESENCE ON THE STREETS, MR ASPREY
SAID THE SEARCH FOR SAVINGS IN RECURRENT EXPENDITURE THROUGH INCREASED
PRODUCTIVITY AND EFFICIENCY SHOULD NOT AFFECT THIS.

"ON THE CONTRARY, IT SHOULD LEAD TO MORE EFFECTIVE STAFF
DEPLOYMENT, AND HENCE MORE RESOURCES, NOT LESS, DEVOTED DIRECTLY TO
THE FIGHT AGAINST CRIME," HE SAID.

HE ADDED THAT POLICE RECRUITMENT WOULD NOT BE CUT.

"IN THE LAST TWO MONTHS, RECRUITMENT HAS EXCEEDED WASTAGE, AND
WE ARE OPTIMISTIC THAT THIS WILL CONTINUE," HE SAID.

HE POINTED OUT THAT FOR THE FIRST TIME IN THREE YEARS, THE
POLICE TRAINING SCHOOL HAD A FULL INTAKE OF JUNIOR POLICE OFFICERS
LAST MONTH.

NOTING THAT THE POLICE FORCE WAS WELL EQUIPPED BY ANY
STANDARDS, THE SECRETARY SAID IT HAD A DEDICATED SECTION TO UNDERTAKE

RESEARCH INTO NEW EQUIPMENT AND NEW TECHNOLOGY.
4

THERE HAD BEEN VERY SUBSTANTIAL INVESTMENT IN RECENT YEARS 1IN
SOPHISTICATED EQUIPMENT TO IMPROVE EFFICIENCY AND THE ABILITY OF THE
POLICE TO PERFORM THEIR JOB.

SOME $125 MILLION HAS BEEN INVESTED IN A NEW COMPUTER-AIDED
COMMAND AND CONTROL SYSTEM. OVER $300 MILLION IS BEING SPENT ON SIX
NEW MARINE POLICE COMMAND LAUNCHES; AND OVER $20 MILLION WILL BE SPENT
THIS YEAR ON EQUIPMENT FOR THE POLICE TACTICAL UNIT.

TURNING TO ORGANISED CRIME, HE SAID LENGTHY INVESTIGATIONS WERE
OFTEN NECESSARY BEFORE THEY BORE FRUIT.

DESPITE RECENT SUCCESSFUL CRACKDOWN OPERATIONS, HE SAID: "THIS

CRACKDOWN ON ORGANISED CRIME WILL CONTINUE, AS WILL THE EFFORTS
DIRECTED AGAINST SMUGGLING.

[MWE ARE ...iess
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"WE \RE . "HAT 'E  CANNOT AFFORD TO RELAX OUR
VIGILANCE, ANI] : 1051 IVOLVED IN SMUGGLING HAVE DEVELOPED NEW
METHODS 1IN RESI SE 'HE ERY SUCCESSFUL OPERATIONS OF THE ANTI-
SMUGGLING TASK I '’HIS YEAR, - A SUCCESS MADE POSSIBLE BY
THE LEGISLATION - ) : COUNCIL IN APRIL,”" HE ADDED.

HE SAID NEW PR( : ; ) FIGHT AGAINST SMUGGLING WERE BEING
DEVELOPED AND FURTHER LEGISLATIVE AMENDMENTS WOULD BE INTRODUCED LATER
THIS SESSION.

AS REGARDS CROSS-BORDER CRIME, HE SAID THE POLICE AND OTHER LAW
ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES HAD DEVELOPED A GOOD SYSTEM OF CONTACTS WITH THE
CHINESE AUTHORITIES 'HRO | INTERPOL, DAY-TO-DAY LIAISON AT THE
OPERATIONAL LEVEI AND REGULAR CONTACTS AT A MORE SENIOR LEVEL.

"WE INTEND TO iXPAND ON THIS CO-OPERATION AND EXCHANGE OF
INFORMATION, WHICH AS ALREADY ACHIEVED RESULTS, NOT ONLY AGAINST
SMUGGLING BUT ALSO AGAINST OTHER SERIOUS CRIME," HE SAID.

NOTING TH | IISED CRIME BILL HAD RECEIVED GENERAL
SUPPORT FROM Ti )JISTRICT JIARDS WHO HAD SO FAR CONSIDERED IT, HE
SAID: "WE SHALL | TO REVISE THE PROPOSALS AS NECESSARY IN THE LIGHT:
OF VIEWS EXPRESSED AND C( ,NTS RECEIVED, AND TO INTRODUCE THE BILL
INTO THIS C IC EA \ YEAR . "

TURNI N( j TO THE VIETNAMESE MIGRANTS PROBLEM, MR
ASPREY SAID IE | ] GREEMENT REACHED WITH THE VIETNAMESE
GOVERNMENT PROVIDED THE MEANS TO RESOLVE THE HUMAN TRAGEDY.

I BELIEVE WE NOW HAVE IN PLACE AT LAST THE HITHERTO MISSING
ELEMENT WHICH PERMITS FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF
ACTION ADOPTED 1 100

"ALL THE MAIN LEMENTS OF THAT PLAN - ASYLUM, SCREENING,
RESETTLEMENT , REPATI ik - ARE MUTUALLY SELF-SUPPORTING. IF ONE
ELEMENT IS5 MISSING Il T iLEMENTS ARE AT RISK," HE EXPLAINED.

HE NOTED THAT TH AGREEMENT PROVIDED FOR THE REPATRIATION OF
ALL VIETNAMESE G P NTS, WITH GUARANTEES AS TO THEIR SAFETY
AND TREATMENT AFTI 'HE" 'URN HOME

"THE PROGRAM! C . NS WILL NEED TO BE PHASED OVER THE NEXT
FEW YEARS. WE ARE THOUG LIEVE, BEGINNING TO SEE THE WAY AHEAD,"
HE SAID.

NOTING I {TURNING VOLUNTARILY HAVE INCREASED
DREAMATICALLY [N ' HE SAID: "THIS IS A TREND WHICH WE
SHALL DO EVERYTHI 0S¢ O ENCOURAGE."

ALSO,; THE NI h IRIVING HAD FALLEN FROM AN AVERAGE OF 100
PER DAY :-IN SEPTEM ' AN lAGE OF ONLY TWO PER DAY IN THE PAST FEW
WEEKS .

"THE NET 1 ( EEN A DROP OF OVER 1,000 IN THE OVERALL
POPULATION IN OCTOI ! RSAL OF THE UPWARD TREND WHICH WE HAVE
SEEN SINCE THE BEGINNING O 'HE YEAR," HE SAID.

/IF THIS
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IF. THIS WAS SUSTAINED INTO NEXT YEAR, MR ASPREY SAID HONG
KONG WOULD SOON SEE THE GRADUAL CLOSURE OF CAMPS; THE POLICE
DISENGAGEMENT FROM MANAGEMENT OF THE DETENTION CENTRES; AND THE
CONSEQUENT RETURN OF SEVERAL HUNDRED POLICEMEN TO THEIR PROPER DUTIES.

THERE WOULD BE RELIEF FOR THE CORRECTIONAL SERVICES, THE
AUXILIARY AND VOLUNTEER SERVICES AND ALL THE OTHER GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENTS AND NON-GOVERNMENT AGENCIES WHO HAD COPED S0
MAGNIFICENTLY IN DIFFICULT CIRCUMSTANEES OVER MANY YEARS, HE SAID.

PO o

GOVT TO MAINTAIN HIGH STANDARD OF CIVIL SERVICE
¥ ¥ X ¥ X

HAVING THE BEST ' CIVIL SERVICE POSSIBLE 18 VITAL AND
MAINTAINING ITS HIGH STANDARD MEANS RECOGNISING AND ACKNOWLEDGING THE
IMPORTANT ROLE PLAYED BY CIVIL SERVANTS, THE SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL
SERVICE, MR BARRIE WIGGHAM, SAID IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY.
(WEDNESDAY) .

MAINTAINING THE STANDARD ALSO MEANT ENSURING THAT AS AN
EMPLOYER THE GOVERNMENT COVULD COMPETE IN THE MARKET AND CONTINUE TO
ATTRACT AND RETAIN FULLY QUALIFIED AND COMMITTED INDIVIDUALS, HE SAID.

COMMENTING THAT HE WAS PLEASED TO HEAR THE OCCASIONAL EXPLICIT
WORD OF PRAISE FROM MEMBERS RECOGNISING THAT WE DID HAVE A "DEDICATED
AND LOYAL CIVIL SERVICE, THE ENVY OF MANY", MR WIGGHAM SAID, "WE MUST
KEEP IT THAT WAY."

"WHEN IT APPEARS THAT EVERYTHING AROUND IS ’ALL CHANGE’, ONE
OF THE CONSTANTS IS THE CIVIL SERVICE. THIS, I SUGGEST, REPRESENTS TO
MANY A WELCOME SYMBOL OF STABILITY AND CONTINUITY.

"AFTER ALL, WHATEVER THE POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS WE ARE
WITNESSING: WHATEVER POLICY DECISIONS ARE TAKEN; WHATEVER FUNDS ARE
VOTED BY THIS COUNCIL; WHATEVER LEGISLATION IS PUT IN PLACE - AT THE
END OF THE DAY, IMPLEMENTATION DEPENDS ON CIVIL SERVANTS," HE SAID.

MR WIGGHAM SAID ONE MEMBER, HE WAS GLAD TO SAY, DID RECOGNISE
THE PRESSURES ON THE CIVIL SERVICE THAT CHANGES DID BRING: CHANGES 1IN
PUBLIC ATTITUDES AND EXPECTATIONS; STRUCTURAL CHANGES INTRODUCED AS
PART OF THE TRANSITION; POLITICAL CHANGES MANIFESTED ABOVE ALL IN
THIS CHAMBER.

"AGAINST THAT BACKGROUND CIVIL SERVANTS NEED REASSURANCE. IT
IS NOT THAT THEY EXPECT TO BE LOVED - BUT THEY DO NEED TO BE
APPRECIATED: THEY DO NEED TO HAVE THEIR ROLE AND THEIR CONTRIBUTION
TO HONG KONG'S SUCCESS RECOGNISED; AND THEY DO NEED TO BE REASSURED
THAT THE SYSTEMS THAT PROVIDE THE CIVIL SERVICE FRAMEWORK - SYSTEMS
OF APPOINTMENT, PROMOTION, REWARD AND SO ON - WILL, AS THE JOINT
DECLARATION PROMISES, 'BE MAINTAINED’," HE SAID.

/MR WIGGHAM
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HE SAID MEMBERS MIGHT NOT BE AWARE THAT SOME 99 PER CENT OF
CIVIL SERVICE POSTS WERE NOW HANDLED BY DEPARTMENTS THEMSELVES, WITH
THE ADVICE OF THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION WHERE APPROPRIATE,
WITHOUT THE NEED TO INVOLVE CIVIL SERVICE BRANCH.

MR WIGGHAM SAID HE WISHED TO CLARIFY TWQO POINTS MADE BY
MEMBERS. THE FIRST WAS THAT SENIOR POSTS WERE BEING CREATED AT THE
EXPENSE OF JUNIOR POSTS.

"THE POSITION IS THAT NON-DIRECTORATE POSTS ARE CREATED UNDER
AUTHORITY DELEGATED TO DEPARTMENTS AND DO NOT COME TO THIS COUNCIL;
WHEREAS DIRECTORATE, THAT IS SENIOR, POSTS REQUIRE THE APPROVAL OF
THIS COUNCIL. THIS MAY HAVE GIVEN A MISLEADING IMPRESSION. IN FACT,
OF THE 3,100 POSTS CREATED LAST FINANICAL YEAR, FEWER THAN 30 WERE AT
THE DIRECTORATE LEVEL," HE SAID.

THE SECOND POINT WAS A SUGGESTION FOR PROMOTION TO BE ON THE
BASIS OF MERIT RATHER THAN SENIORITY.

"THIS IS ALREADY THE PRACTICE. SELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR
PROMOTION IS DECIDED ON THE CRITERIA OF ABILITY, CHARACTER, ANY
QUALIFICATIONS PRESCRIBED FOR THE PROMOTION POSTS, AND EXPERIENCE.
ONLY WHEN ON THIS BASIS NO CANDIDATE STANDS OUT CLEARLY AS THE MOST
SUITABLE WILL SENIORITY BE GIVEN DUE WEIGHT. AND WE HAVE THE PUBLIC
SERVICE COMMISSION TO ENSURE THAT THAT POLICY IS CARRIED OUT 1IN
PRACTICE," HE SAID.

MR WIGGHAM POINTED OUT THAT AS PART OF IMPROVING THE FLOW
BETWEEN DEPARTMENTS AND THE CENTRE, HE HAD RECENTLY REORGANISED HIS
OWN BRANCH ALONG THE LINES OF DEPARTMENTAL TEAMS, SO AS TO PROVIDE A
ONE-STOP PERSONALISED POINT OF CONTACT FOR ‘DEPARTMENTS. THIS HAD
BEEN WELCOMED BY ALL CONCERNED AND HAD MADE A MODEST CONTRIBUTION TO
REMOVING UNNECESSARY LAYERS OF BUREAUCRACY.

ANOTHER INITIATIVE HAD BEEN TO REVIEW THE GRADE STRUCTURE AND
ROLE OF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS, THE RESOURCE AND OFFICE MANAGERS OF THE
CIVIL SERVICE. THE REVIEW RECOMMENDED AMONG OTHER THINGS, WAYS 1IN
WHICH EXECUTIVE OFFICERS COULD BE BETTER EMPLOYED TO STRENGTHEN

MANAGEMENT IN DEPARTMENTS.

MORE COULD BE DONE, MR WIGGHAM SAID, NOTING THAT IN HIS BUDGET
STATEMENT IN MARCH, THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY HAD DESCRIBED A PACKAGE OF
MANAGEMENT REFORMS AIMED AT IMPROVING CIVIL SERVICE EFFICIENCY.

"THE PILOT PROJECTS HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL AND HAVE LED TO
CHANGES IN THE WAY WE WORK. I HAVE MENTIONED GREATER DELEGATION OF
AUTHORITY TO DEPARTMENTAL MANAGERS.

"IN ADDITION, AN IMPROVED RESOURCE ALLOCATION SYSTEM TO
ENCOURAGE POLICY SECRETARIES TO MAKE SAVINGS AND REDEPLOY RESOURCES,
AND THE ADOPTION OF PRIVATE SECTOR MANAGEMENT AND ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS
HAVE ALSO HELPED TO IMPROVE PRODUCTIVITY IN THE CIVIL SERVICE.

"WE ARE NOW READY TO MOVE ON TO THE NEXT STAGE. WE SHALL

ESTABLISH NEXT YEAR A NEW 'EFFICIENCY UNIT' WORKING DIRECTLY TO THE
CHIEF SECRETARY AND THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY.

J/"THE UNIT




WEDNESDAY: NOVEMBER 6, 1991

"THE UNIT WILL CONSIST OF MANAGEMENT SERVICES STAFF TOGETHER
WITH THE TEAM WORKING ON PUBLIC SECTOR REFORM. WE ALSO INTEND TO
TAKE UP THE OFFER OF HELP BY THE PRIVATE SECTOR BY PUTTING BUSINESS
PEOPLE WITH EXPERIENCE OF MANAGEMENT REFORMS ON TO A NEW STEERING
COMMITTEE, TO BE CHAIRED BY THE CHIEF SECRETARY, WHICH WILL GIVE
IMPETUS TO THE WORK OF THE UNIT," HE SAID.

MR WIGGHAM ALSO NOTED THAT THE GOVERNOR HAD SPOKEN OF THE NEED
TO ESTABLISH A HARMONIOUS AND EFFECTIVE PARTNERSHIP WITH COUNTERPARTS
AT ALL LEVELS IN CHINA; AND THE INTENTION TO ENSURE THAT THIS CLOSER
AND MORE PRACTICAL RELATIONSHIP WAS REFLECTED ALL THE WAY THROUGH THE
GOVERNMENT .

"WE ARE VERY AWARE OF THE NEED FOR CIVIL SERVANTS AT VARIOUS
LEVELS TO ACQUIRE GREATER KNOWLEDGE OF CHINA. IN RESPONSE TO . THAT
NEED WE HAVE EXPANDED OUR CHINA STUDIES PROGRAMME .

"A CHINA STUDIES ELEMENT HAS BEEN INCLUDED IN SOME OF OUR
ESTABLISHED MANAGEMENT TRAINING ACTIVITIES, SUCH AS THE OXFORD COURSE
FOR ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS, THE BERKELEY COURSE FOR DEPARTMENTAL
OFFICERS, AND THE SENIOR COMMAND COURSE FOR THE DISCIPLINED SERVICES.

"IN PARALLEL WE HAVE ORGANISED IN HONG KONG A RANGE OF CHINA
SEMINARS CATERING FOR GROUPS OF BRANCH SECRETARIES AND DEPARTMENT

HEADS, DIRECTORATE OFFICERS, AND ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS.

"IN ADDITION, STARTING THIS YEAR, WE HAVE EMBARKED ON A
FAMILIARISATION VISIT PROGRAMME TO CHINA DESIGNED TO ENABLE
PARTICIPANTS TO ACQUIRE A FIRST-HAND UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS ASPECTS
OF LIFE ‘AND GOVERNMEMT IN CHINA.

"WE ARE ALSO TRAINING CIVIL SERVANTS IN PUTONGHUA, AND THE USE
OF WRITTEN CHINESE IN OFFICIAL WRITING. OUR EFFORTS IN ALL THESE
AREAS WILL CONTINUE," HE SAID.

MR WIGGHAM SAID THE GOVERNOR ALSO REFERRED TO THE NEED FOR
CIVIL SERVANTS TO WORK CLOSELY WITH MEMBERS.

"NOTWITHSTANDING MY EARLIER COMMENTS ON THE EFFECTS OF THE
PRESSURES OF CHANGE ON THE CIVIL SERVICE, CIVIL SERVANTS HAVE AGAIN
AND AGAIN PROVED THEIR ADAPTABILITY. WE HAVE AS A BUREAUCRACY
RESPONDED TO THE CHANGES BROUGHT ABOUT AT ALL LEVELS BY THE
DEVELOPMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT. THAT RESPONSE, THAT
ADAPTABILITY, THAT WILLINGNESS TO SERVE S EVER MORE CRUCIAL. I
BELIEVE THIS AFTERNOON MY OFFICIAL COLLEAGUES HAVE FULLY DEMONSTRATED
THAT RESPONSIVENESS.

"I KNOW THAT WE ARE READY, EVEN EAGER TO PLAY OUR PART IN
ESTABLISHING THE PARTNERSHIP THAT WILL BE . CENTRAL TO THE SMOOTH
OPERATION OF THIS COUNCIL IN DELIBERATING AND DECIDING ISSUES IN THE
INTERESTS OF THE WHOLE OF HONG KONG," HE ADDED.




WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1991

BILL GIVES FLEXIBILITY TO PEAK TRAMWAY OPERATION
¥ ¥ x X X X

A BILL TO GIVE MORE FLEXIBILITY TO THE PEAK TRAMWAY COMPANY IN
OPERATING A MODERNISED FUNICULAR RAILWAY WAS INTRODUCED INTO THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY ) .

MOVING THE SECOND READING OF THE PEAK TRAMWAY (AMENDMENT) BILL
1991, THE SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT, MR MICHAEL LEUNG, SAID THE PEAK
TRAMWAY UNDERWENT A MAJOR MODERNISATION PROGRAMME IN 1989, BRINGING
THE SYSTEM TO THE LATEST INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS OF FUNICULAR
RAILWAYS.

TO PROVIDE AN UPDATED LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE NEW SYSTEM, THE
PEAK- TRAMWAY (AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE 1989 STIPULATING THE SAFETY
REQUIREMENTS OF THE MODERNISED TRAMWAY WAS ENACTED IN JULY 1989.

"SINCE THEN, FURTHER REVISIONS TO THE ORDINANCE HAVE BEEN
FOUND NECESSARY TO GIVE MORE FLEXIBILITY FOR OPERATION," MR LEUNG
SAID. 3 -

THE AMENDMENT STIPULATES THAT THE PEAK TRAMWAY COMPANY MAY
REQUEST FOR AN EXTENSION TO ITS CURRENT OPERATING RIGHT NOT LESS THAN
ONE YEAR BEFORE THE EXPIRY DATE Ol DECEMBER 31, 2003.

HOWEVER, THIS PROVISION WILL NOT COMMIT THE GOVERNMENT TO
CONSIDERING 'HE APPLICATION FAVOURABLY NOR PRECLUDE OTHERS FROM
APPLYING FOR THE SAME OPERATING RIGHT.

THE BILL ALSO EMPOWERS THE COMPANY TO ENTER LANDS ADJOINING
THE PEAK TRAMWAY TO CARRY OUT ANY NFCESSARY REPAIR OR ACCIDENT
PREVENTION WORKS, AND PROVIDES FOR ANY \GGRIEVED PARTY TO CLAIM
COMPENSATION.

ANOTHER PROVISION IN THE BILL STIPULATES THAT EXCEPT FOR THE
ASSTGNMENT OF LAND GRANTED BY PRIVATE TREATY , THE APPROVAL OF THE
GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL WILL NOT BE REQUIRED FOR THE SALE OR LEASE OF
PROPERTIES WHICH ARE NOT NECESSARY FOR THE EFFICIENT MAINTENANCE AND
WORKING OF THE PEAK TRAMWAY.

MR LEUNG SAID THIS WOULD FACILITATE THE COMPANY DISPOSING OF
ANY OBSOLETE ROLLING STOCK OR OTHER NON-ESSENTIAL ASSETS.

DEBATE
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"INTEREST INCOME AS WELL AS THE PROFITS ON SALE OF THE BONDS
WILL BE EXEMPT FROM PROFITS TAX AND THEIR TRADING IN THE SECONDARY
MARKET WILL BE EXEMPT FROM STAMP DUTY," HE SAID.

IN ORDER TO AVOID ANY SUGGESTION THAT THE BOND PROCEEDS WERE
NOT BEING APPLIED EXCLUSIVELY TO CAPITAL EXPENDITURE, MR NENDICK
PROPOSED THAT BOND PROCEEDS SHOULD BE CREDITED DIRECTLY TO THE
CAPITAL WORKS RESERVE FUND AND THE CAPITAL INVESTMENT FUND AND THAT
PAYMENTS OF INTEREST AND SERVICING COSTS ARISING FROM THE BOND ISSUE,
AND REDEMPTION OF THE BONDS, SHOULD BE MADE FROM THE FUNDS .,

TWO RESOLUTIONS MOVED UNDER PUBLIC FINANCE ORDINANCE
¥ X % x ¥

THE SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS, MR DAVID NENDICK TODAY
(WEDNESDAY) MOVED TWO RESOLUTIONS UNDER THE PUBLIC FINANCE ORDINANCE
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TO ALLOW FOR THE ACCOUNTING FOR THE BOND
[SSUES TO BE DONE THROUGH THE CAPITAL INVESTMENT FUND OR THE RESERVE
ACCOUNT OF THE CAPITAL WORKS RESERVE FUND.

"THESE ARRANGEMENTS WILL ENSURE THAT THE PROCEEDS OF THE BOND
[SSUE WILL BE APPLIED FOR THE INTENDED PURPOSE AND SO WILL ASSURE
LENDERS THAT THE BORROWING PROGR AMME IS CLEARLY FOR CAPITAL
EXPENDITURE PURPOSES," HE EXPLAINED.

THIS WOULD AVOID ANY SUGGESTION THAT THE BOND PROCEEDS WERE
NOT BEING APPLIED. EXCLUSIVELY TO CAPITAL EXPENDITURE, HE SAID.

HE ADDED THAT PAYMENTS OF INTEREST AND SERVICING COSTS AND
REDEMPTION OF THE BONDS SHOULD BE MADE FROM THE FUNDS.

ONE RESOLUTION WAS MADE UNDER SECTION 29 OF THE PUBLIC FINANCE
ORDINANCE TO AMEND A RESOLUTION MADE BY THE COUNCIL ON MARCH 14 LAST
YEAR TO ESTABLISH THE CAPITAL INVESTMENT FUND.

THE OTHER RE UNDER THE SAME SECTION OF THE
ORDINANCE TO AMEND A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL UNDER THAT ORDINANCE
ON MAY 15, 1985 TO REPLACE EARLIER RESOLUTIONS TO ESTABLISH THE
CAPITAL WORKS RESERVE FUND.
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PROFESSIONS SHOULD VET THEIR MEMBERS' QUALIFICATIONS
X X x ¥ X

THE GOVERNMENT ADOPTS THE PRINCIPLE THAT THE PROFESSIONS OF
LEGAL PRACTITIONERS, ACCOUNTANTS, ENGINEERS, ARCHITECTS, SURVEYORS AND
DOCTORS SHOULD BE SELF-REGULATORY IN VERIFYING THEIR MEMBERS'
PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS.

THE SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER, MR JOHN CHAN, STATED
THIS IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY THE HON PANG CHUN-HOI IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

ON THE RECENT QUERIES ABOUT THE PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS OF
SOME PEOPLE WHO PRACTISE UNDER HONG KONG LAW, MR CHAN POINTED OUT THAT
IT WOULD BE, THEREFORE, FOR THOSE ORGANISATIONS RESPONSIBLE FOR
VERIFYING THE AFORESAID PEOPLE’S PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS.

MR CHAN STRESSED THAT THE PEER JUDGEMENT SYSTEM WAS CONSIDERED
TO BE THE MOST EFFECTIVE APPROACH TO QUALIFYING AND NO INTERVENTION OR
ASSISTANCE FROM THE GOVERNMENT WAS REQUIRED.

HE SAID PRESENTLY THE ORGANISATIONS RESPONSIBLE FOR VERIFYING
PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS FELL INTO TWO CATEGORIES.

THEY A THOSE WHICH VERIFY QUALIFICATIONS TO PRACTISE IN HONG
KONG, AND THOSE WHICH VERIFY QUALIFICATIONS TO REGISTER AND/OR PERFORM
STATUTORY FUNCTIONS.

THE ORGANISATIONS RESPONSIBLE FOR VERIFYING THE QUALIFICATIONS
OF PEOPLE PRACTISING AS ACCOUNTANTS, LEGAL PRACTITIONERS AND DOCTORS
UNDER HONG KONG LAW ARE AS FOLLOWS:

+ THE HONG KONG SOCIETY OF ACCOUNTANTS (HKSA) - UNDER THE
PROFESSIONAL ACCOUNTANTS ORDINANCE (CAP 50);

THE LAW SOCIETY (FOR SOLICITORS) AND THE BAR ASSOCIATION
(FOR BARRISTERS) - UNDER THE LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ORDINANCE
(CAP 159); AND

THE MEDICAL COUNCIL - UNDER THE MEDICAL REGISTRATION
ORDINANCE (CAP 161).

AS FOR ENGINEERS, ARCHITECTS AND SURVEYORS, MR CHAN NOTED THAT
THERE WAS NO LEGAL REQUIREMENT FOR THEM TO OBTAIN A LICENSE TO
PRACTICE IN HONG KONG.

HOWEVER, MR CHAN EXPLAINED THAT IF THEY WERE TO PERFORM
STATUTORY FUNCTIONS, THEY MUST BE APPROPRIATELY QUALIFIED AND
REGISTERED WITH THE REGISTERING OR LICENSING BODY FOR EACH PARTICULAR
ORDINANCE,

A NUMBER OF LEGISLATIONS HAD BEEN ENACTED RECENTLY TO REGISTER
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS, ARCHITECTS AND SURVEYORS, MR CHAN SAID.

"IT IS INTENDED THAT, WHEN THE REGISTER IS WELL ESTABLISHED,

REGISTERED STATUS WILL BE APPLICABLE TO THE STATUTORY FUNCTIONS," HE
ADDED.

"TRATION REQUIRED
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REGISTRATION REQUIRED PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS PLUS RELEVANT
EXPERIENCE 1IN HONG KONG, CONTINUING COMPETENCE TO PRACTISE, AND
CURRENT RESIDENCE IN HONG KONG.

THE SECRETARY NOTED THAT ALL THREE PROFESSIONS HAD PROFESSIONAL
RODIES 1IN HONG KONG WHICH, 1IN AWARDING MEMBERSHIP, IMPOSED A
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING REQUIREMENT IN ADDITION TO ACADEMIC
QUALIFICATIONS.

ON WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT WOULD ASSIST THESE ORGANISATIONS, MR
CHAN SAID 1IN RESPECT OF THE NEW REGISTRATION BOARDS FOR ENGINEERS,
ARCHITECTS AND SURVEYORS, THE APPOINTMENT OF A GOVERNMENT
REPRESENTATIVE ON EACH BOARD WAS PROVIDED FOR IN THE LEGISLATION.

REGARDING THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE BEING QUERIED ABOUT THEIR
PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS, AND THE NUMBER OF THEM WHO HAD BEEN
DISQUALIFIED IN THE PAST FIVE YEARS, THE INFORMATION IS AS FOLLOWS :

PROFESSION INVESTIGATED DISQUALIFIED REMARKS

DOCTORS

LEGAL
PRACTITIONERS

SOLICITOR BASED ON INFORMATION
FROM THE LAW SOCIETY

BARRISTER BASED ON INFORMATION
FROM THE BAR
ASSOCIATION

ACCOUNTANTS ) ! BASED ON INFORMATION
FROM THE HONG KONG
SOCIETY OF
ACCOUNTANTS

ENGINEERS &

ARCHITECTS 3 OF THE THREE CASES
INVESTIGATED, TWO ARE
STILL CURRENTLY
UNDER INVESTIGATION

SURVEYORS
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IMPROVEMENT MEASURES AFOOT TO TACKLE TUEN MUN RIVER POLLUTION
¥ ¥ X X X x

THE FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE LIVESTOCK WASTE CONTROL SCHEME
AND THE WATER POLLUTION CONTROL ORDINANCE, TOGETHER WITH OTHER
MEASURES, WILL IMPROVE THE WATER QUALITY OF TUEN MUN RIVER.

THIS WAS STATED BY THE SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND
LANDS, MR GRAHAM BARNES, IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION FROM THE
HON NG MING-YUM IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

MR BARNES NOTED THAT THE MONITORING RESULTS BY THE
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DEPARTMENT HAD CONFIRMED THAT THE RIVER
SUFFERED FROM POLLUTION.

HE POINTED OUT THAT THE MAJOR CAUSE OF POLLUTION IN THE UPPER
REACHES HAD BEEN LIVESTOCK WASTE, AND IN THE MIDDLE AND LOWER REACHES
INDUSTRIAL DISCHARGES AND DOMESTIC SEWAGE.

TO IMPROVE THE WATER QUALITY, MR BARNES SAID UNDER THE
LIVESTOCK WASTE CONTROL SCHEME WITH EFFECT FROM JUNE 1988 ALL
LIVESTOCK KEEPING ACTIVITIES WERE BANNED IN TUEN MUN NEW TOWN, AND
ENFORCEMENT ACTION WAS TAKEN AGAINST ANY ILLEGAL LIVESTOCK KEEPING.

"THE ENVIRONS OF TUEN MUN NEW TOWN BECAME PART OF THE
LIVESTOCK WASTE CONTROL AREAS ON JANUARY 1, 1990.

"SINCE THEN SOME 90 PER CENT OF THE ACTIVE LIVESTOCK FARMS 1IN
THESE AREAS HAVE APPLIED FOR AN EX GRATIA ALLOWANCE AND CEASED
OPERATION.

"THIS HAS RESULTED IN THE RECENT IMPROVEMENT OF WATER QUALITY
IN THE UPPER REACHES OF THE RIVER.

"FROM TIME TO TIME CERTAIN SECTIONS OF THE RIVER HAVE BEEN
DREDGED, RESULTING IN SOME TEMPORARY IMPROVEMENT," HE SAID.

AS FOR THE WATER POLLUTION CONTROL ORDINANCE, MR BARNES SAID
SEWAGE AND INDUSTRIAL WASTES DISCHARGING ‘INTO THE RIVER WOULD BE
SUBJECT TO CONTROLS AFTER THE NORTH WESTERN WATER CONTROL ZONE WAS
DECLARED DURING THE NEXT FEW MONTHS.

OTHER IMPROVEMENT MEASURES INCLUDED FURTHER DREDGING OF MUD
FROM THE RIVER CHANNEL WHICH WOULD START WHEN ARRANGEMENTS HAD BEEN
AGREED ON AN ENVIRONMENTALLY ACCEPTABLE MANNER FOR THE DISPOSAL OF
THE HEAVILY CONTAMINATED MUD, HE SAID.

FURTHERMORE, A SEWERAGE MASTERPLAN STUDY FOR THE TUEN MUN AREA
WOULD SHORTLY COMMENCE TO REVIEW THE ADEQUACY OF EXISTING SEWERAGE
AND ADVISE ON THE CAPACITY AND ENGINEERING ARRANGEMENTS FOR NEW
SEWERS, HE ADDED.
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OPTIONS OPEN FOR ALLOCATING NEW BUS ROUTES THROUGH TENDER
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ X

THE GOVERNMENT WILL KEEP OPEN OPTIONS FOR OFFERING SELECTED
BUS ROUTES TO THE MARKET THROUGH COMPETITIVE TENDER, THE SECRETARY FOR
TRANSPORT, MR MICHAEL LEUNG, INFORMED THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY
(WEDNESDAY) .

IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION FROM THE HON LEE WING-TAT, MR
LEUNG SAID THIS WAS IN LINE WITH THE CURRENT POLICY AND WOULD DEPEND
ON THE SUCCESS OF THE PILOT SCHEME OF AWARDING A NEW BUS ROUTE
BETWEEN CENTRAL AND MACDONNELL ROAD THROUGH COMPETITIVE OPEN TENDER.

THE PILOT SCHEME IS AIMED AT PROMOTING EFFICIENCY AND QUALITY
AND TO GIVE COMMUTERS A WIDER CHOICE.

MR LEUNG POINTED OUT THAT THE PROFIT CONTROL SCHEME WOULD NOT
BE APPLIED TO FUTURE BUS ROUTES THAT MIGHT BE TENDERED OUT. ON A
COMPETITIVE BASIS, AS IN THE CASE OF THE BUS ROUTE RECENTLY AWARDED
TO CITYBUS LIMITED.

ON THE - ALLOCATION OF NEW ROUTES TO EXISTING FRANCHISED BUS.
OPERATORS, MR LEUNG SAID THIS WAS DONE THROUGH THE ANNUALLY
ROLLED-FORWARD FIVE-YEAR DEVELOPMENT PLANS.

"THESE PLANS ARE FINALISED AFTER TAKING INTO ACCOUNT FACTORS
INCLUDING DISTRICT NEEDS, ECONOMIES OF SCALE, THE EXTENT OF
CROSS-SUBSIDISATION NEEDED TO KEEP SOCIALLY DESIRABLE BUT FINANCIALLY
NOT-VIABLE ROUTES, AND INTEGRATION WITH OTHER MODES OF PUBLIC
TRANSPORT," HE SAID.

MR LEUNG SAID ALL FOUR FRANCHISED BUS COMPANIES INCLUDING THE
NEW LANTAO BUS COMPANY AND CITYBUS LIMITED WERE REQUIRED TO SUBMIT A
FIVE-YEAR DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR GOVERNMENT SCRUTINY AND APPROVAL EACH
YEAR.

"AS IS THE CURRENT PRACTICE, THESE PLANS WOULD BE PUT TO THE
RELEVANT DISTRICT BOARD FOR DISCUSSION BEFORE THEY ARE FINALISED,"
HE ADDED.

2ot L AR e

SCHEME OF CONTROL AGREEMENT FOR CHINA LIGHT
¥ ¥ X ¥ X

THE GOVERNOR IN COUNCIL HAS APPROVED 1IN PRINCIPLE THE TERMS
UNDER WHICH THE SCHEME OF CONTROL AGREEMENT (SCA) FOR CHINA LIGHT AND
POWER CO. LTD, EXXON ENERGY LTD AND THEIR GENERATING -COMPANIES (THE
COMPANIES) MAY BE EXTENDED FOR A FURTHER 15 YEARS, THE ACTING
SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES, MRS ELIZABETH BOSHER, INFORMED THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION FROM THE HON LAU CHIN-SHEK,

MRS BOSHER SAID THE CURRENT SCA BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND THE
COMPANIES WOULD EXPIRE ON SEPTEMBER 30, 1993.

/SHE SAID
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SHE SAID UNDER CLAUSE 7(3) OF THAT SCA, "DURING THE THREE YEARS
PRIOR TO OCTOBER 1, 1993 THE COMPANIES AND GOVERNMENT WILL INSTITUTE
DISCUSSIONS REGARDING REVISION AND EXTENSION OF THE SCHEME OF CONTROL
TO EMBODY SUCH TERMS AND CONDITIONS AS ARE THEN FOUND TO BE MUTUALLY
ACCEPTABLE".

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS PROVISION DISCUSSIONS TO REVISE AND
EXTEND THE SCA COMMENCED WITH THE COMPANIES IN JANUARY THIS YEAR, THE
ACTING SECRETARY SAID.

"THERE WAS SOME DEGREE OF URGENCY 1IN THE DISCUSSIONS, AS
WITHOUT A NEW SCA IN PLACE THE COMPANIES WILL FIND IT DIFFICULT TO
RAISE THE NECESSARY PRIVATE FINANCE NEEDED TO CONSTRUCT THE PROPOSED
NEW POWER STATION AT BLACK POINT.

"THE FIRST GENERATING UNITS AT BLACK POINT MUST .BE OPERATIONAL
DURING THE LATTER HALF OF THIS DECADE, IF CONSUMERS ARE TO CONTINUE
TO RECEIVE AN EFFICIENT AND RELIABLE ELECTRICITY SUPPLY," SHE SAID.

"THE DISCUSSIONS WITH THE COMPANIES ARE NOW REACHING A FINAL
STAGE," MRS BOSHER SAID, ADDING THAT THE GOVERNMENT HOPED THAT THE
TERMS OF THE NEW SCA COULD BE FINALISED BY THE END OF THIS YEAR.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH ARRANGEMENTS WHICH HAD BEEN AGREED IN THE
SINO-BRITISH JOINT LIAISON GROUP THE CHINESE SIDE WOULD BE GIVEN AN
OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS ON THE TERMS OF THE NEW SCA, SHE
SAID.

"MEMBERS OF THE OMELCO ECONOMIC SERVICES AND PUBLIC UTILITIES
PANEL WILL BE BRIEFED ON THE AGREEMENT BY THE ADMINISTRATION EARLY
NEXT WEEK," SHE ADDED.

FULL-SCALE INVESTIGATION INTO ALLEGED INCORRECT INJECTION CASES
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ X X

THE DIRECTOR OF HOSPITAL SERVICES IS CONDUCTING A FULL-SCALE
INVESTIGATION INTO THE MATTER OF RECENT ALLEGEDLY INCORRECT
ADMINISTERING OF INJECTIONS, THE SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE,
MRS ELIZABETH WONG, INFORMED THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY
(WEDNESDAY ) .

IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION FROM THE -HON EMILY LAU, MRS
WONG SAID THE INVESTIGATION WAS EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETED SHORTLY AND
THE RESULTS WOULD BE MADE PUBLIC.

THE SECRETARY ADDED THAT SUCH INCIDENTS WERE EXTREMELY RARE.

ACCORDING TO RECORD, THERE WAS A SIMILAR INCIDENT IN 1982 AND
THE VICTIM’S FAMILY WAS COMPENSATED BY THE GOVERNMENT, MRS WONG SAID.

LJER e G b A S
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ACTION TAKEN TO ENSURE CIVIL SERVANTS KNOW OF
BILL OF RIGHTS’' IMPLICATIONS
X ¥ X ¥ X

THE GOVERNMENT IS AWARE OF THE NEED TO ENSURE THAT CIVIL
SERVANTS ARE AWARE OF THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE BILL OF RIGHTS (BOR)
ORDINANCE FOR THEIR WORK, THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL WAS INFORMED TODAY

(WEDNESDAY) .

IN A WRITTEN REPLY TO A QUESTION FROM THE HON EMILY LAU, THE
SECRETARY FOR SECURITY, MR ALISTAIR ASPREY, SAID THE DISCIPLINED
SERVICES HAD TAKEN ACTION IN THIS REGARD.

MR ASPREY SAID THE ROYAL HONG KONG POLICE FORCE HAD SET UP A
WORKING PARTY TO EXAMINE THE FULL IMPLICATIONS OF THE BOR ORDINANCE
FOR POLICE WORK.

THE POLICE HAD ISSUED CIRCULARS AND ORGANISED BRIEFINGS AND
TRAINING SESSIONS FOR THE OFFICERS CONCERNED ON RECENT COURT RULINGS
AFFECTING EXISTING LEGISLATION OR POLICE LAW ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES,
HE ADDED. ; :

SIMILARLY, MR ASPREY SAID, THE OTHER DISCIPLINED SERVICES HAD
TAKEN STEPS TO INCLUDE SESSIONS ON THE BOR ORDINANCE IN THEIR RECRUIT
TRAINING.

IN ADDITION, SENIOR OFFICERS OF THESE SERVICES HAD BEEN SENT
TO ATTEND A CONFERENCE ON THE BOR ORDINANCE ORGANISED BY THE
UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG IN JULY THIS YEAR, AND OTHER OFFICERS ON
ONE-DAY SEMINARS ON THE SAME SUBJECT ORGANISED BY THE LEGAL

DEPARTMENT .

THE SECRETARY NOTED THAT SO FAR, NO SPECIFIC COMPLAINTS HAD
BEEN RECEIVED FROM CIVIL SERVANTS ON UNCERTAINTY CAUSED BY THE BOR
ORDINANCE IN THE PERFORMANCE OF THEIR DUTIES.

"WE ARE AWARE OF THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY THE JUNIOR POLICE
OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION RECENTLY.

"WE BELIEVE, HOWEVER, THAT THE MEASURES BEING TAKEN BY THE
POLICE ARE ADDRESSING THEIR CONCERNS," HE SAID.
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MOTION OF THANKS PASSED
X X X ¥ x X

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY) PASSED A MOTION
THANKING THE GOVERNOR FOR HIS ANNUAL POLICY ADDRESS TO THE COUNCIL
LAST MONTH.

FIFTY-FIVE MEMBERS SPOKE ON THE MOTION FOR TWO DAYS LAST WEEK
AND 13 GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS REPLIED TODAY TO THE POINTS THEY HAD
RAISED.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY LED THE OFFICIAL REPLIES AND THE LAST
SPEECH WAS MADE BY THE SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE.

THREE OTHER MOTIONS, MOVED BY THE SECRETARY FOR MONETARY
AFFAIRS, WERE ALSO PASSED. ONE MOTION WAS UNDER THE LOANS ORDINANCE
AND TWO WERE UNDER PUBLIC FINANCE ORDINANCE.

MEANWHILE, THE PEAK TRAMWAY (AMENDMENT) BILL 1991 WAS
INTRODUCED FOR FIRST AND SECOND READINGS.

DEBATE ON THE BILL WAS ADJOURNED.
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CONSUMER COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) BILL 1991 TO BE GAZETTED
e Jat - S

THE CONSUMER COUNCIL (AMENDMENT) BILL 1991 [S DUE TO BE
INTRODUCED INTO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ON NOVEMBER 20, A GOVERNMENT
SPOKESMAN ANNOUNCED TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

IT WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE GAZETTE ON FRIDAY (NOVEMBER 8).

THE BILL SEEKS TO CLARIFY THAT IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES ARE WITHIN
THE CONSUMER COUNCIL'S PURVIEW; TO STRENGTHEN PROHIBITION OF
COMMERCIAL EXPLOITATION OF THE COUNCI L’S NAME:; AND TO UPDATE THE LIST
OF ENTITIES WHICH ARE OUTSIDE ITS PURVIEW.

"UNDER THE EXISTING LEGISLATION, IT IS NOT CLEAR WHETHER
PROPERTY TRANSACTIONS AND TENANCY MATTERS 'ARE WITHIN THE CONSUMER
COUNCIL’S PURVIEW," THE GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SAID.

"70 REMOVE ANY UNCERTAINTY, WE PROPOSE TO AMEND THE FUNCTIONS
OF THE CONSUMER COUNCIL TO CLARIFY THAT IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES ARE
INCLUDED," HE SAID.

"IN ORDER TO STRENGTHEN THE EXISTING PROVISION TO PROHIBIT
COMMERCTAL EXPLOITATION OF THE COUNCI L'S NAME AND RESEARCH FINDINGS,
WE PROPOSE TO INCREASE THE LEVEL OF FINES FROM THE PRESENT $5,000 TO
$100,000," THE SPOKESMAN SAl .

THE BILL UPDATES THE SCHEDULE TO THE CONSUMER COUNCIL ORDINANCE
TO REMOVE DEFUNCT COMPANIES AND TO MAKE CONSEQUENTIAL CHANGES WHERE
COMPANIES HAVE ADOPTED NEW NAMES.

IT ALSO REMOVES FROM THE SCHEDULE COMPANIES WHICH ARE NOT UNDER
ANY SPECIAL FORM OF GOVERNMENT CONTROL OR PUBLIC MONITORING SUCH AS
THE PEAK TRAMWAYS COMPANY LIMITED AND THE HONG KONG AND CHINA GAS
COMPANY LIMITED SO THAT THEY WILL BE BROUGHT WITHIN THE COUNCIL'S
PURVIEW. 3

SEVERAL NEW BODIES WHICH MEET THE CRITERIA FOR EXEMPTION FROM
THE CONSUMER COUNCIL’'S PURVIEW, SUCH AS THE HOSPITAL AUTHORITY, ARE
ADDED TO THE SCHEDULE.

"WE ALSO SUPPORT THE COUNCIL’S SUGGESTION THAT TRANSPORT
COMPANIES AND PUBLIC UTILITIES SHOULD SET UP CONSUMER LIAISON GROUPS
AS A WAY TO ENHANCE CONSUMER REPRESENTATION IN MONITORING THEIR
SERVICE STANDARDS.

"7O THIS END, WE HAVE ALREADY ASKED THESE COMPANIES TO GIVE
FIRM COMMITMENT TO ESTABLISH CONSUMER LIAISON GROUPS AND TO PROVIDE
DATE BY WHICH THIS WILL BE DONE," THE SPOKESMAN ADDED.
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FC MEETING ON FRIDAY
e b S

THE FINANCE COMMITTEE WILL HOLD A MEETING ON FRIDAY
(NOVEMBER 8) IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL CHAMBER. IT WILL BEGIN AT
2.30 PM.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE WELCOME TO OBSERVE THE COMMITTEE'S
PROCEEDINGS FROM THE CHAMBER'S PUBLIC GALLERIES AND THEY MAY MAKE
RESERVATIONS BY TELEPHONING 8695 9492.

NEW PENSION SCHEME FOR EX-POW'S AND WAR VETERANS
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ X ¥ ¥

THE NEW HONG KONG WAR MEMORIAL PENSIONS ADVISORY COMMITTEE HELD-
ITS FIRST MEETING YESTERDAY (TUESDAY) TO CONSIDER MORE THAN 500
APPLICATIONS FROM EXISTING BENEFICIARIES OF THE HONG KONG WAR MEMORIAL
FUND AND FAR EASTERN RELIEF FUND. ;

THE CHAIRMAN OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE, MR ANDREW SO KWOK-WING,
NOTED THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAD AGREED THAT EXISTING BENEFICIARIES OF
THE TWO FUNDS WOULD BE NO WORSE OFF UNDER THE NEW PENSIONS SCHEME.

THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE DECIDED THAT APPLICATIONS FROM 203 LOCAL
AND 314 OVERSEAS EXISTING BENEFICIARIES WOULD BE RECOMMENDED TO THE
SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE FOR APPROVAL.

THE EXISTING WAR MEMORIAL FUND AND FAR EASTERN RELIEF FUND
WOULD BOTH BE WOUND UP ON DECEMBER 1 THIS YEAR WHEN PAYMENT OF
PENSIONS TO ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS WOULD START.

- THE PAYMENT OF PENSIONS WILL BE ARRANGED BY THE GOVERNMENT
TREASURY. THE AMOUNT OF PENSIONS WILL BE ADJUSTED IN FUTURE IN LINE
WITH ADJUSTMENTS TO CIVIL SERVICE PENSIONS.

THE MEMBERS OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ARE: MR ANDREW SO KWOK-
WING (CHAIRMAN), MR CHRISTOPHER D'ALMADA, MR JACK EDWARDS, MR JACK
MITCHELL, MR CHEUNG WING-YIN, MR JOHN FORTUNE, DR CHAN PING-CHEUNG AND
DR WONG HONG-HIN.

THE COMMITTEE WILL NEXT MEET ON DECEMBER 10 TO CONSIDER NEW
APPLICATIONS.
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ONE NOMINATION RECEIVED TODAY FOR LEGCO BY-ELECTION
¥ X X % X

ONE NOMINATION FOR THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL BY-ELECTION IN THE
NEW TERRITORIES WEST CONSTITUENCY WAS RECEIVED TODAY (WEDNESDAY),
BRINGING TO THREE THE TOTAL NUMBER OF NOMINATIONS SO FAR.

THE NOMINATION PERIOD FOR THE BY-ELECTION, TO BE HELD ON
DECEMBER 8, WILL CLOSE ON NOVEMBER 18.

FOLLOWING ARE THE PERSONAL PARTICULARS OF THE CANDIDATE WHOSE
NOMINATION WAS RECEIVED TODAY:

NAME SEX AGE OCCUPATION - CONTACT TEL. NO.

= ———

TANG SIU-TONG M 48 MEDICAL PRACTITIONER 443 2202

ADVICE AGAINST MARKING TIME TECHNOLOGICALLY
1.5 %% % %

NO ORGANISATION IN HONG KONG, WHETHER INDUSTRIAL OR COMMERCIAL,
CAN AFFORD TO MARK TIME TECHNOLOGICALLY AND TO DO SO I& TO FALL
BEHIND OTHERS AND RISK GOING OUT OF BUSINESS, THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
OF THE VOCATIONAL TRAINING COUNCIL, MR HORACE KNIGHT, SAID TODAY
(WEDNESDAY ) .

BUT, MR KNIGHT SAID, NO BUSINESS ORGANISATION WAS CAPABLE OF
REMAINING COMPETITIVE AND IN THE FOREFRONT IN TODAY’S WORLD WITHOUT A
TRAINED WORKFORCE THAT WAS CAPABLE OF ADAPTING TO NEW KNOWLEDGE AND
TECHNIQUES.

SPEAKING AT THE GRADUATION CEREMONY FOR TRAINER TRAINING
COURSES OF THE HONG KONG TECHNICAL TEACHERS' COLLEGE, MR KNIGHT ADDED:
"THAT IS WHY TRAINING AS A CONTINUING PROCESS IS CRUCIAL FOR AN
EMPLOYER INDIVIDUALLY AND FOR AN INDUSTRY CORPORATELY IF THEY ARE TO
REMATIN PROFITABLE AND STAY IN BUSINESS.

"CONCOMITANT WITH THE NEED FOR TRAINING IS A NEED FOR
COMPETENT AND EFFECTIVE TRAINERS - SUCH TRAINERS WILL NEED NOT ONLY
IN-DEPTH KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE IN THEIR OWN TECHNICAL FIELDS, BUT
ALSO KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS INVOLVED IN THE IMPARTING OF TECHNICAL
SKILLS."

MR KNIGHT SAID TO THIS END, THE HONG KONG TECHNICAL TEACHERS'

COLLEGE HAD CONTRIBUTED GREATLY THROUGH PROVIDING TRAINER TRAINING
PROGRAMMES .

/IN COLLABORATION
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IN COLLABORATION WITH BODIES SUCH AS THE VOCATIONAL TRAINING
COUNCIL, HE SAID THE COLLEGE HAD BEEN ASSUMING INCREASINGLY GREATER
INDIRECT RESPONSIBILITIES FOR MANPOWER TRAINING AND WAS BECOMING AN
INDISPENSABLE PARTNER TO THE COUNCIL IN THE LATTER’S EFFORT TO MEET
THE COMMUNITY’S MANPOWER NEEDS.

IN THIS YEAR'S GRADUATION CEREMONY, 458 GRADUATES FROM SIX
TRAINING COURSES RECEIVED THEIR CERTIFICATES.

. ALSO OFFICIATING AT THE CEREMONY WERE THE DIRECTOR OF
EDUCATION, MR LI YUET-TING, AND THE COLLEGE PRINCIPAL, MR DAVID PUN.

ot SA TR L ol

GOVT LAND TO- LET BY TENDER
¥ X X X

THE BUILDINGS AND LANDS DEPARTMENT IS INVITING TENDERS FOR THE
SHORT-TERM TENANCY ON SIX LOTS OF GOVERNMENT LAND IN KOWLOON AND THE
NEW TERRITORIES.

THREE OF THE LOTS ARE IN AREA 44, TUEN MUN NEW
TOWN, MEASURING 4,200 SQUARE METRES, 3,000 SQUARE METRES AND 7, 750
SQUARE METRES RESPECTIVELY.

OF THESE, THE TWO SMALLER LOTS ARE DESIGN A\TED FOR THE PURPOSES
OF OPEN STORAGE (INCLUDING STORAGE OF CONTAINERS), AND THE LARGEST
SITE IS FOR A FEE-PAYING PUBLIC VEHICLE PARK FOR LICENSED
PRIVATE CARS, GOODS VEHICLES, CONTALNER TRACTORS AND TRAILERS.

THE TENANCY FOR ALL THREE SITES [S TWO YEARS, RENEWABLE
QUARTERLY AFTERWARDS.

ANOTHER LOT IS LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF TUNG CHAU STREET AND
YEN CHOW STREET, SHAM SHUI PO, KOWLOON.

WITH AN AREA OF ABOUT 6,200 SQUARE METRES, IT 313  EOR &
FEE-PAYING PUBLIC PARKING AREA FOR PRIVATE CARS, TAXIS, PRIVATE
LIGHT BUSES, LIGHT GOODS VEHICLES AND MOTORCYCLES CURRENTLY
I,LICENSED UNDER THE ROAD TRAFFIC ORDINANCE.

THE TENANCY IS FOR FOUR MONTHS, RENEWABLE MONTHLY AFTERWARDS.

THE FIFTH 1LOT, LOCATED \T FUNG CHEUNG ROAD, YUEN LONG,
HAS AN AREA OF ABOUT 2,350 SQUARE METRES .

IT 1S FOR OPEN STORAGE OF TENANT 'S GOODS, EQUIPMENT AND/OR NEW
UNLICENSED MOTOR VEHICLES (EXCLUDING ANY CONTAINER VEHICLE,
CONTAINER-TRAILER, CEMENT AND OTHER DUSTY MATERIALS).

THE TENANCY IS FOR ONE YEAR AND QUARTERLY AFTERWARDS.

THE REMAINING LOT IS LOCATED AT YUEN ( HAL TSAIL, TAI PO, NEW
TERRITORIES.

/WITH AN
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WITH AN AREA OF ABOUT 3.33 - HECTARES, THE SIETE . IS “FOR ‘A
FEE-PARKING- PUBLIC VEHICLE PARK FOR MOTOR VEHICLES CURRENTLY
LICENSED UNDER THE ROAD TRAFFIC ORDINANCE.

THE TENANCY IS FOR THREE YEARS AND QUARTERLY AFTERWARDS.

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION OF TENDERS IS NOON ON NOVEMBER 22.

FORMS OF TENDER, TENDER NOTICES AND CONDITIONS MAY BE OBTAINED
FROM AND TENDER PLANS INSPECTED AT THE DISTRICT LANDS OFFICES OF TUEN
MUUN, YUEN LONG AND TAI PO; THE KOWLOON DISTRICT LANDS OFFICES, 10TH
FLOOR, YAU MA TEI CARPARK BUILDING, 250 SHANGHAI STREET, KOWLOON; AND
THE BUILDINGS AND LANDS DEPARTMENT, 14TH FLOOR, MURRAY BUILDING,

GARDEN ROAD, HONG KONG.

UNAUTHORISED BUILDING WORKS IN MONG KOK TO BE CLOSED
- SR e S - S

THE BUILDING AUTHORITY IS SEEKING TO CLOSE THE UNAUTHORISED
BUILDING WORKS AT A BUILDING IN MONG KOK SO THAT THEY CAN BE
DEMOLISHED WITHOUT DANGER TO THE OCCUPIERS AND THE PUBLIC.

THE UNAUTHORISED BUILDING WORKS ARE LOCATED ON THE ROOF OVER

200A FA YUEN STREET.

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPLY FOR A CLOSURE ORDER UNDER THE
BUILDINGS ORDINANCE FROM THE HONG KONG DISTRICT COURT ON JANUARY 10
NEXT YEAR WAS POSTED ON THE PREMISES TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

DEMOLITION WORK I8 EXPECTED TO START ONCE THE CLOSURE ORDER IS
[SSUED.
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HONG KONG GOVERNMENT EXCHANGE F

MONEY MARKET OPERATIONS
¥ X X X X

DATE

CLOSING BALANCE IN THE ACCOUNT ON 5.11.91
EFFECT OF FORWARDS TO BE SETTLED ON 6.11.91
EFFECT OF OPERATIONS THIS MORNING

EFFECT OF OPERATIONS THIS AFTERNOON

TRADE WEIGHTED INDEX 111.2 *+0.1% 6.11.91

HONG KONG GOVERNMENT EXCHANGE FUND
CLOSING YIELDS OF EXCHANGE FUND BILLS
6.11.91

MATURING IN

1 WEEK 3.20 PCT
1 MONTH .57 PCT

MONTHS 4.09 PCT
MONTHS 4.23 PCT
12 MONTHS 5.20 PCT

TOTAL TURNOVER 2,817 MN

DAY,

UND

NOVEMBER 6,

5.11.91

3:32
3.62
4.10
4.20
.21

PCT
PCT
PCT
PCT
PCT

$ MILLION

-502
+502

NEUTRAL

1991






