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BILL TO EXTEND NT LEASES TO 2047 TO BE GAZETTED
¥ X X X X

A BILL TO EXTEND ALL LEASES IN THE NEW TERRITORIES AND NEW
KOWLOON EXCEPT SHORT-TERM TENANCIES AND LEASES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES,
UNTIL JUNE 30, 2047 WITHOUT REQUIRING PAYMENT OF ADDITIONAL PREMIUM
WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE GOVERNMENT GAZETTE ON THURSDAY (APRIL 16).

THE BILL, THE NEW TERRITORIES LEASES (EXTENSION) BILL 1987,
WAS ENDORSED BY THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL ON APRIL 7 AND WILL BE
INTRODUCED INTO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ON MAY 6.

ALL LEASES IN THE NEW TERRITORIES WILL EXPIRE ON OR BEFORE
JUNE 27, 1997. UNDER THE TERMS OF PARAGRAPH TWO OF ANNEX |1l TO
THE SINO-BRITISH JOINT DECLARATION, ALL LEASES WHICH EXPIRE BEFORE
JUNE 30, 1997, EXCEPT SHORT-TERM TENANCIES AND LEASES FOR SPECIAL
PURPOSES, MAY BE EXTENDED, IF THE LESSEE SO WISHES, FOR A PERIOD
EXPIRING NOT LATER THAN JUNE 30, 2047 WITHOUT PAYMENT OF AN
ADDITIONAL PREMIUM.

A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SAID: +THERE ARE OVER 30 000 LEASES
IN THE NEW TERRITORIES, MANY OF THEM IN MULTIPLE OWNERSHIP, AND
IT WOULD BE IMPOSSIBLE IN PRACTICE TO EXTEND EACH OF THEM
INDIVIDUALLY.

+THE ONLY PRACTICABLE WAY OF EXTENDING SO MANY LEASES IS BY
LEGISLATION.

+ANY PERSON WHO DOES NOT WANT HIS LEASE TO BE EXTENDED AS
PROPOSED IN THE BILL WILL NEED TO REGISTER A MEMORANDUM I[N THE
LAND OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT WITHIN THREE
MONTHS AFTER THE ENACTMENT OF THE BILL,+ HE ADDED.

THE BILL ALSO PROVIDES FOR THE CHARGING OF AN ANNUAL RENT
EQUAL TO THREE PER CENT OF THE RATEABLE VALUE FROM THE DATE
THE ORIGINAL LEASE TERM EXPIRES.

IT WILL BE ADJUSTED IN STEP WITH ANY CHANGES IN THE RATEABLE
VALUE THEREAFTER. THE RENT OF RURAL LAND HELD BY INDIGENOUS
VILLAGERS WILL, HOWEVER, REMAIN UNCHANGED.

SHORT=-TERM TENANCIES ARE DEFINED IN THE BILL AS LEASES WHICH
WERE ORIGINALLY GRANTED FOR A TERM OF NOT MORE THAN SEVEN YEARS.
WHEN EXISTING SHORT-TERM TENANCIES FALL DUE, THEY WILL BE DEALT
WITH ON THEIR INDIVIDUAL MERITS, AS AT PRESENT, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT
LONG-TERM DEVELOPMENT PLAN.

LEASES FOR SPECI|AL PURPOSES ARE THOSE GRANTED, USUALLY BY
PRIVATE TREATY, FOR SPECIFIC PURPOSES SUCH AS PUBLIC UTILITIES,
SUBSIDISED SCHOOLS, WELFARE FACILITIES, RECREATIONAL CLUBS, PETROL
FILLING STATIONS, KEROSENE STORES, PIERS, CHURCHES, CIVIL SERVANTS’
CO-OPERATIVE AND GOVERNMENT BUILT HOUSING SCHEMES, SPECIAL
INDUSTRIES AND AIRPORT SUPPORT SERVICES AND INDUSTRIES.
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A COMMON FEATURE OF MOST SUCH LEASES IS A PERMANENT (FOR
THE FULL TERM OF THE LEASE) PROHIBITION AGAINST ASSIGNMENT OF THE
LAND. LEASES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES ARE THEREFORE DEFINED IN THE
BILL AS LEASES WHICH CONTAIN A PERMANENT PROHIBITION AGAINST
ASS |GNMENT.

THERE ARE 842 LEASES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES. EACH WILL BE
EXAMINED AND, |F APPROPRIATE, EXTENDED INDIVIDUALLY.

+LEASES ON HONG KONG ISLAND AND THE KOWLOON PENINSULA
(1.E. THE AREA SOUTH OF BOUNDARY STREET)WHICH EXPIRE BEFORE
JUNE 30, 1997, WILL ALSO, WHERE APPROPRIATE, CONTINUE TO BE
EXTENDED INDIVIDUALLY,+ SPOKESMAN ADDED.

A PAMPHLET EXPLAINING THE NEW TERRITORIES LEASES (EXTENSION)
BILL IS BEING PRINTED AND WILL BE AVAILABLE FROM THURSDAY
AFTERNOON FROM ALL DISTRICT OFFICES, THE GOVERNMENT PUBL |ICATIONS

SALES CENTRE AT THE GENERAL POST OFFICE_BUILDING AND THE
INFORMATION SERVICES DEPARTMENT’S MARKETING OFFICE ON THE SECOND

FLOOR OF BASKERVILLE HOUSE, 22 ICE HOUSE STREET, CENTRAL.

THE PAMPHLET WILL INCLUDE NOT ONLY THE DETAILS OF THE BILL
BUT ALSO A LIST OF THE 842 LEASES FOR SPECIAL PURPOSES. THE
POLICY FOR EXTENDING EACH TYPE OF SPECIAL PURPOSE LEASE AND THE
FORMULA FOR THE PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION UPON RESUMPTION OF LAND
BY THE GOVERNMENT WILL ALSO BE EXPLAINED IN THE PAMPHLET.

THE SPOKESMAN URGED ALL HOLDERS OF LEASES IN THE NEW
TERRITORIES AND NEW KOWLOON TO OBTAIN A COPY OF THE PAMPHLET
AND ACQUANT THEMSELVES WITH THE NEW ARRANGEMENT.
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REGISTRATION REVOKED
X % % % %

THE COMMISS|IONER OF BANKING ANNOUNCED THAT THE REGISTRATION
OF GUARDIAN FINANCE LIMITED AS A DEPOSIT-TAKING COMPANY HAS BEEN
REVOKED TODAY AT ITS OWN REQUEST UNDER SECTION 31(2) OF THE BANKING
ORDINANCE 1986.
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YUEN LONG CELEBRATES TIN HAU FESTIVAL
% % % % X

THE ANNUAL TIN HAU FESTIVAL WILL FALL ON MONDAY (APRIL 20)
THIS YEAR AND COLOURFUL CELEBRATIONS WILL BE HELD IN YUEN LONG,
HIGHLIGHTED BY A GRAND PROCESSION TO COMMEMORATE THE BIRTHDAY
OF THE SEA GODDESS.

THE ANNUAL PROCESSION, FIRST HELD IN 1963, IS ORGANISED BY
THE SHAP PAT HEUNG RURAL COMMITTEE WITH ABOUT 2 00O PEOPLE FROM
12 LOCAL ORGANISATIONS TAKING PART.

STARTING AT 10.30 AM, THE TWO-HOUR PARADE OF DRAGON, LIONS,
FLOATS, CHIU CHOW GONGS AND DRUMS AND CHINESE FOLK DANCES WILL
SET OFF FROM FUNG CHEUNG ROAD IN YUEN LONG TOWN EAST.

IT WILL WIND ALONG HOP YICK, TAl TONG, KAU YUK AND TAl YUK
ROADS BEFORE ARRIVING AT THE YUEN LONG STADIUM FOR A FINALE.

THE PROCESSION ROUTE THIS YEAR HAS BEEN PLANNED SPECIFICALLY
TO AVOID USING THE SECTION OF CASTLE PEAK ROAD (YUEN LONG MAIN
ROAD) IN THE TOWN WHERE EXTENSIVE ROAD WORKS ARE UNDER WAY IN
CONNECTION WITH THE LIGHT RAIL TRANSIT PROJECT.

THE REGIONAL SECRETARY FOR THE NEW TERRITORIES, DR JAMES
HAYES WILL BE THE GUEST OF HONOUR AT THE FESTIVAL PROCESSION. HE
WILL OFFICIATE THE CELEBRATIONS AT 11 AM AT THE YUEN LONG
STADIUM,

IN CONNECTION WITH FESTIVAL, A TRADITIONAL +FA PAU+ LOTTERY
WILL ALSO BE HELD IN THE OPEN AREA OUTSIDE THE TIN HAU TEMPLE AT
TAl SHU HA, SHAP PAT HEUNG AT 2.30 PM.

THE TIN HAU FESTIVAL HAS SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE TO BOAT PEOPLE
WHO PRAY TO TIN HAU (GODDESS OF HEAVEN) FOR FAIR WEATHER AND
GOOD TIDINGS ALL YEAR ROUND. IT IS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT
RELIGIOUS EVENTS FOR YUEN LONG PEOPLE, DATING BACK TO THE 17TH
CENTURY WHEN THE DISTRICT WAS A COASTAL FISHING VILLAGE AND THE
RESIDENTS WERE MAINLY FISHERMEN.

NOTE TO EDITORS:

YOU ARE INVITED TO COVER THE TIN HAU FESTIVAL PROCESSION TO
BE HELD FROM 10.30 AM IN YUEN LONG ON MONDAY. PRESS BADGES FOR THE
EVENT ARE AVAILABLE FOR COLLECTION FROM THE NEWS AND PUBLICITY
DIVISION OF THE CNTA HEADQUARTERS, 12TH FLOOR, WORLD SHIPPING
CENTRE, NO. 7 CANTON ROAD, HARBOUR CITY, TSIM SHA TSUI, KOWLOON.
PLEASE NOTE THAT AS PRESS BADGES ARE LIMITED, EACH ORGANISATION IS
ENTITLED TO ONLY TWO BADGES. TWO GOVERNMENT VANS WILL LEAVE KOWLOON
PUBLIC PIER BY 9 AM SHARP ON MONDAY TO TAKE PRESS MEMBERS TO YUEN
LONG. SEATS WILL BE ALLOCATED ON A FIRST-COME-FIRST-SERVED BASIS.

-----0-—-—-
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MAR INE DEPARTMENT’S SERVICES FOR EASTER
¥ % X k¥

THE MARINE DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCED TODAY (TUESDAY) THAT ITS
PORT COMMUNICATION CENTRE AND MACAU FERRY TERMINAL ECENTRAL) WiLL
REMAIN OPEN 24 HOURS A DAY ON FRIDAY (APRIL 17), APRIL 18 AND 20
WHICH ARE THE EASTER HOL IDAYS. .

THE DEPARTMENT’S MACAU FERRY TERMINAL AT SHAM SHUI PO AND
THE CHINA FERRY TERMINAL (CENTRAL) WILL ALSO MAINTAIN NORMAL
OPENING HOURS FROM 7.30 AM TO 9.30 PM AND FROM 7 AM TO 8 PM
RESPECTIVELY DURING THE HOL IDAYS.

ALSO OPEN FOR NORMAL OPERATIONS FROM 7 AM TO 9 PM DAILY
DURING THE EASTER HOL IDAYS ARE THE PUBLIC CARGO WORKING AREAS
AT WAN CHAI, YAU MA TEI, KWUN TONG, TSUEN WAN, WESTERN DISTRICT,
RAMBLER CHANNEL, CHAl WAN AND SHAM SHUI PO, AND THE PUBLIC
WATERFRONTS AT YAU MA TEI, KOWLOON BAY AND TUEN MUN.

THE VICTORIA MARINE OFFICE AND THE ENTRY AND CLEARANCE OFFICE,
LOCATED ON THE THIRD FLOOR HARBOUR BUILDING, 38 PIER ROAD,
CENTRAL, WILL BE OPEN FOR THE PURPOSE OF ENTRY AND OUTWARD
CLEARANCE ONLY BETWEEN 9 AM AND 11 AM ON SATURDAY AND MONDAY.

ALL OTHER SECTIONS OF THE DEPARTMENT WILL BE CLOSED DURING
THE EASTER HOL IDAYS.
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YOUTH ORCHESTRA TO STAGE CONCERT
¥ X% % X ¥

THE HONG KONG YOUTH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA OF THE MUSIC OFFICE
WILL PRESENT A CONCERT ON SATURDAY (APRIL 18) AT 8 PM AT THE

SHA TIN TOWN HALL.

UNDER ITS PRINCIPAL GUEST CONDUCTOR, YIP WING-SIE, THE
89-MEMBER ORCHESTRA WILL PLAY POPULAR PIECES INCLUDING CHRISTOPH
WILL | BALD VON GLUCK’S +ALCESTE+ OVERTURE, SAMUEL BARBER'S ADAGIO
FOR STRINGS, MAURICE RAVEL'S PAVANE POUR UNE INFANTE DEFUNTE AND
TCHAIKOVSKY’S ROMEO AND JUL IET FANTASY OVERTURE.

OVER THE YEARS, THE ORCHESTRA HAS HELD REGULAR CONCERTS IN
HONG KONG AS WELL AS PERFORMING OVERSEAS IN AUSTRAL IA, CYPRUS,
FRANCE, ISRAEL, MACAU, UNITED K|INGDOM AND CHINA WITH INTERNAT |ONALLY
RENOWNED MUSICIANS AND CONDUCTORS SUCH AS FOU TSONG, EDEN AND TAMIR,
SHALOM RONLY-RIKLIS, GEORG TINTNER, SIR DAVID WILLCORKS AND

KENNETH TEAN.

TICKETS AT $5 AND $10 ARE AVAILABLE AT URBTIX OUTLETS AT
THE CITY HALL, QUEEN ELIZABETH STADIUM, HONG KONG COL I SEUM,
SPACE MUSEUM, TSUEN WAN TOWN HALL, SHA TIN TOWN HHLL AND TOM LEE
MUSIC CO. (CAUSEWAY BAY, CAMERON LANE, TAl KOO SHING CITY PLAZA

AND MAN YEE BUILDING BRANCHES) .

O .
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SHAM SHUI PO DB COMMITTEE MEETING TOMORROW
x X% % % X

THE SHAM SHUI PO DISTRICT BOARD COMMUNITY BUILDING COMMITTEE
WILL MEET TOMORROW (WEDNESDAY).

MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION INCLUDE THE PLAN FOR PROMOTION OF
COMMUNITY, CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES ORGANISED BY THE
URBAN COUNCIL 3§ THE ALLOCATION OF DISTRICT BOARD FUNDS FOR COMMUNITY
BUILDING PURPOSE PROPOSED BY THE VETTING SUB-COMMITTEEj; AND A
PROPOSED SEMINAR ON +STREET SLEEPER PROBLEMS IN SHAM SHUI PO

DISTRICT+.

NOTE TO EDITORS:

YOU ARE INVITED TO COVER THE MEETING AT 2.15 PM IN THE
BOARD’S CONFERENCE ROOM, AT 39 TONKIN STREET, SECOND FLOOR,

KOWLOON.

——-r—-o————-

PRINCESS MARGARET ROAD NORTHBOUND TEMPORARILY CLOSED
EXREX

PRINCESS MARGARET ROAD NORTHBOUND BETWEEN PUI CHING ROAD AND
ARGYLE STREET WILL BE CLOSED TO TRAFFIC FROM 10 PM ON THURSDAY
(APRIL 16) TO 6 AM THE FOLLOWING DAY FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE
FLYOVER.

DURING THE CLOSURE, VEHICLES ON PRINCESS MARGARET ROAD
NORT HBOUND HEADING FOR WATERLOO ROAD WILL BE DIVERTED VIA THE SLIP
ROAD TO PUI CHING ROAD AND WATERLOO ROAD.

ACCESS TO PREMISES ALONG THIS SECTION OF PRINCESS MARGARET
ROAD NORTHBOUND WILL HOWEVER BE MAINTAINED. MOTORISTS ON PRINCESS
MARGARET ROAD NORTHBOUND HEADING FOR THESE PREMISES MAY USE EITHER
OF THE FOLLOWING DIVERSION ROUTES:

¥ PUI CHING ROAD, SHEUNG SHING STREET, SHEK KU STREET,
PERTH STREET AND THE ACCESS ROAD UNDERNEATH THE PRINCESS
MARGARET ROAD FLYOVERj3 OR

PUI CHING ROAD, WATERLOO ROAD NORTHBOUND, U-TURN LOOP NEAR
THE JUNCTION OF WATERLOO ROAD AND PRINCE EDWARD ROAD,
WATERLOO ROAD SOUTHBOUND, PRINCESS MARGARET ROAD
SOUTHBOUND, AND THE ACCESS ROAD UNDERNEATH THE FLYOVER
OPPOSITE PERTH STREET.
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TRAFFIC CHANGES IN CENTRAL
¥ ¥ X X X

TO FACILITATE THE LAUNCHING OF ROUND TABLE EASTER FAIR 1987,
EDINBURGH PLACE NORTH BETWEEN QUEEN’S PIER AND HMS TAMAR WILL BE
CLOSED TO TRAFFIC FROM 9 AM ON FRIDAY (APRIL 17) TO 7 PM THE NEXT

DAY.

MEANWHILE, FROM 10 AM ON FRIDAY, THE EXISTING 24—HOUR DAILY
URBAN CLEARWAY RESTRICTION ON A 40-METRE STRETCH OF THE SOUTHERN
KERBS IDE LANE OF CONNAUGHT ROAD CENTRAL NEAR ITS JUNCTION WITH
CLEVERLY STREET WILL BE EXTENDED BY 15 METRES BOTH EASTWARDS AND

WESTWARDS.

THE MEASURE, TO BE IN FORCE FOR ABOUT TWO WEEKS, 1S TO
FACILITATE CABLE DIVERSION WORKS.

NO VEHICLE OTHER THAN FRANCHISED BUSES WILL BE ALLOWED TO
STOP WITHIN THE URBAN CLEARWAY FOR PASSENGERS OR GOO0DS.

e e e )






