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HONG KONG’S EXTERNAL TRADE FOR 1977
® X ¥ ®

THE VALUE OF HONG KONG’S DOMESTIC EXPORTS LAST YEAR INCREASED
BY 7.3 PER CENT , IMPORTS ROSE BY 12.5 PER CENT AND RE-EXPORTS BY
10.1 PER CENT RMPARED WITH THAT OF 1976.

DETAILED TRADE FIGURES RELEASED BY THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS
DEPARTMENT TODAY SHOWED THAT DOMESTIC EXPORTS WERE VALUED AT $35,004
MILLION LAST YEAR, IMPORTS AMOUNTED TO $48,701 MILLION AND
RE-EXPORTS, $9,829 MILLION.

THE FOLLOWING TABLE SHOWS HONG KONG’S DOMESTIC EXPORTS TO
10 MAJOR PARTNERS:

1976 1977 INCREASE/ PERCENTAGE
(HK$ MN) (HK$ MN) DECREASE CHANGE
(HK$ MN)

U.S.A. 11,236 13,552 + 2,316 20.6%
F.R. OF GERMANY 3,995 3,669 - 326 8.2%
UNITED KINGDOM 3,286 3,035 - 251 7.6%
JAPAN 1,400 1,386 - 1.0%
AUSTRAL IA - 1,368 1,247 8.8%
CANADA 1,396 1,171 16, 1%
,SINGAPORE 782 904 15.5%
NETHERLANDS 756 763 1.0%
SWEDEN 713 600 15.9%

SWITZERLAND AND 663 572 13.7%
LIECHTENSTEIN

THE PERFORMANCE OF DOMESTIC EXPORTS IMPROVED SIGNIFICANTLY IN
DECEMBER LAST YEAR. DOMESTIC EXPORTS TO U.S.A, ACCELERATED AT AN
IMPRESSIVE GROWTH RATE OF 20.6 PER CENT LAST YEAR, WITH EXPORTS
OF CLOTHING INCREASING BY 18.8 PER CENT TO $5,426 MILLION. PLASTIC
TOYS AND DOLLS ROSE BY 27.4 PER CENT TO $1,215 MILLION,
TRANSISTORISED RADIOS BY 14.1 PER CENT TO %920 MILLION, ELECTRONIC
COMPONENTS AND PARTS FOR COMPUTERS BY 48,2 PER CENT TO $553
MILL ION AND WATCHES AND CLOCKS BY 50.4 PER CENT TO $539 MILLION.
SINGAPORE AND THE NETHERLANDS ALSO INCREASED THEIR PURCHASES FROM
HONG KONG IN 1977.

ONS THAT DEMANDS
YEAR.

ACHIEVED IN 1976. HOWEVER, THERE WERE INDICAT
THESE MARKETS PICKED UP TOWARDS THE END OF TH

EXPORTS TO OTHER MAJOR MARKETS IN 1977 FELL BELOW THE LEVE!
I N
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AN ANALYSIS OF THE SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN DOMESTIC EXPORTS
BY MAJOR COMMODITY DIVISIONS IS PRESENTED BELOW:

1976 1977 INCREASE/ PERCENTAGE
(HK$ MN) (HK$ MN) DECREASE CHANGE
(HK$ MN)

CLOTHING ’ 13,908 380 o

MISCELLANEOUS - 6,001 1,131 23.2%
MANUFACTURED ARTICLES

(MAINLY PLASTIC

FLOWERS, TOYS AND

DOLLS)

ELECTR ICAL MACHINERY,
APPL IANCES (MAINLY
TRANS ISTOR ISED RADIOS
AND ELECTRONIC
COMPONENTS)

TEXTILE YARN, FABRICS,
MADE=-UP ARTICLES AND
RELATED PRODUCTS

PROFESS IONAL,

SCIENTIFIC AND
CONTROLL ING INSTRUMENTS,
PHOTOGRAPHIC AND OPTICAL
GOODS, WATCHES AND
-CLOCKS

MISCELLANEOUS
MANUFACTURES OF

METAL (MAINLY HOUSEHOLD
EQUIPMENT OF BASE METAL
AND LOCKS, PADLOCKS AND
KEYS OF BASE METAL)

DOMESTIC EXPORTS OF ELECTRICAL MACHINERY, APPARATUS AND
APPL IANCES ( INCREASED BY 22.1 PER CENT TO $5, 123 MILLION),
PROFESSIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CONTROLL ING INSTRUMENTS= PHOTOGRAPH IC
AND OPTICAL GDODS WATCHES AND CLOCKS ( INCREASED BY 39 PER CENT TO
§2,181 MILLION) AND PLASTIC TQYS AND DOLLS ( INCREASED BY 30.4
Ptﬁ CENT TO $2,432 MILLION) CONTINUED TO REFLECT A SIGNIF ICANT
UPTREND. DOMESTIC . EXPORTS OF CLOTHING AND TEXTILE PRODUCTS LAST
YEAR WERE VALUED AT $13,908 MILLION (- 2.7 PER CENT) AND $2,649
MILLION (= 13.2 PER CENT) RESPECTIVELY, A SLIGHT IMPROVEMENT ON
THE PERFORMANCE OF EARLIER MONTHS.
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THE CHANGE IN MMPORTS FROM TEN MAJOR SOURCES ARE SUMMARISED
BELOW:~-

1976 1977 INCREASE/ PERCENTAGE
(HK$ MN) (HK$ MN) DECREASE CHANGE
(HK$ MN)

JAPAN 9,348 11,547 + 2,199 + 23.5%
CHINA 7,761 8,082 + 321 +  b,1%

U.S.A. 5,309 6,093 + 784 + 14.8%
TA IWAN 3,057 3,254 + 197 + 6.4%
SINGAPORE 2,517 2,888 372 14,8%
UNITED KINGDOM 1,833 2,192 359 19. 6%
SOUTH KOREA . 1,636 1,682 46 2.8%
F.R. OF GERMANY 1,309 1,463 154 11.7%
SWITZERLAND AND 1,140 1,292 152 13.3%

LIECHTENSTEIN
AUSTRAL A 929 - 956 + 27 + 3.0%

IMPORTS FROM JAPAN CONTINUE TO CLIMB WITH MAJOR INCREASES IN
CONSUMER AND CAPITAL GOODS.

SIGNIF ICANT EXAMPLES WERE PROFESSIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND
CONTROLLING INSTRUMENTS= PHOTOGRAPHIC AND OPTICAL GOODS, WATCHES
ANC CLOCKS ( INCREASING BY 54,5 PER CENT TO $1,441 HILLION)
TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT (JNCREASING BY 113.4 PER CENT TO $711 MILLIDN)
ELECTRICAL MACHINERY, APPARATUS AND APPLICANCES ( INCREASING BY
20.1 PER CENT TO 81, 579 MILLION) AND MACHINERY, OTHER THAN
ELECTRIC (INCREASING BY 24,5 PER CENT TO 81, 140 MILLION).

A MODERATE RISE IN IMPORTS FROM CHINA WAS DUE MAINLY TO
INCREASES IN PETROLEUM AND PETROLEUM PRODUCTS, AND CLOTHING,
VALUED AT $487 MILLION AND $480 MILL ION RESPECTIVELT

IMPORTS FROM U.S.A, ALSO SHOWED SIGNIFICANT ADVANCES WITH
IMPORTS OF TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT AND TEXTILE FIBRES INCREASING BY
722.7 PER CENT TO $293 MILLION AND 112.7 PER CENT TO $653 MILL ION

RESPECTIVELY.

/THE FOLLOWING ....
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THE FOLLOWING TABLE ILLUSTRATES THE IMPORTANT CHANGES IN
IMPORTS BY COMMODITY SECTIONS:-

1976 1977 INCREASE/ PERCENTAGE
(HK$ MN) (HK$ MN) DECREASE CHANGE
(HK$ MN)

MANUFACTURED GOODS 13,367 14,466 + 1,099 + 8.2%
CLASS IF IED CHIEFLY BY :
MATER IAL (MAINLY

TEXTILE YARN, FABRICS

AND DIAMONDS)

MACHINERY AND TRANSPORT
EQUIPMENT

FOOD AND LIVE
AN IMALS

MISCELLANEOUS
MANUFACTURED ARTICLES
(MAINLY WATCHES AND
CLOCKS)

CHEMICALS

CRUDE MATERIALS,
INEDIBLE EXCEPT

FUELS INLY TEXTILE
FIBRES)

AMONG THE INCREASED IMPORTS ARE PROFESSIONAL; SCIENTIFIC AND
CONTROLL ING INSTRUMENTS= PHOTOGRAPHIC AND OPTICAL GOODS, WATCHES
AND CLOCKS, (VALUED AT $3,159 MILLION OR + 34,2 PER CENT)
TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT (UALUtD AT $1,448 MILLION OR + 92 PER CENT),
ELECTRICAL MACHINERY, APPARATUS AND APPL IANCES (VALUED AT $5, 023
MILLION OR + 15.7 PER CENT), MISCELLANEOUS NON-METALLIC MINERAL
MANUFACTURES (VALUED AT $3, 283 MILLION OR + 22.8 PER CENT) AND
PETROLEUM AND PETROLEUM PRODUCTS (VALUED AT $2,907 MILLION OR
+ 12,3 PER CENT). HOWEVER, IMPORTS OF TEXTILE F1BRES (= 12.1 PER
CENT AND VALUED AT $1,738 "MILLION) AND TEXTILE YARN, FABRICS
MADE-UP ARTICLES AND RELATED PRODUCTS (- 1.4 PER CENT AND VALUED
AT $6,539 MILLION) WERE SLUGGISH.

. RE=-EXPORTS TO JAPAN, VALUED AT $1,339 MILLION, WERE DOWN BY
10.7 PER CENT LAST YEAR DUE MAINLY TO THE DECLINES IN RE-EXPORTS
OF COMMODITIES SUCH AS COFFEE, TEA AND COCOA.

IN CONTRAST, RE-EXPORTS TO SINGAPORE (AT $1,063 MILL ION)
AND INDONESIA (AT $1,059 MILLION) WERE MORE BUOYANT, INCREASING
BY 13.3 PER CENT AND 49.6 PER CENT RESPECTIVELY. INCREASE OF
RE-EXPORTS MAINLY OCCURRED IN CAPITAL GOODS, E.G. ELECTRICAL
MACHINERY, APPARATUS AND APPL ICANCES (VALUED AT $817 MILL ION
OR + 28,7 PER CENT) AND TRANSPORT EQUIPMENT (VALUED AT $215 MILL ION
OR + 156.6 PER CENT). ON THE OTHER HAND, RE-EXPORTS OF TEXTILE
YARN AND THREAD (VALUED AT 3295 MILLION OR + 66.7 PER CENT) ALSO
REGISTERED A FAVOURAELE INCREASE.
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THE TRADE INDEX NUMBERS FOR NOVEMBER 1977 WERE AS FOLLOWS:
(1973 = 100)

VALUE UNIT VALUE QUANTUM
INDEX INDEX INDEX

DOMESTIC EXPORTS 188 132 143

IMPORTS 79 135 132

THE TERMS OF TRADE INDEX (I.E. EXPORT PRICES/ IMPORT PRICES)
FOR NOVEMBER WAS 98.

NOTE: ALL VALUE FIGURES WERE ROUNDED TO THE NEAREST MILLION DOLLARS.

—---O-—q-—

HONG KONG POPULATION STATISTICS
* % % %

THE ESTIMATED POPULATION OF HONG KONG AT THE END OF DECEMBER
1977 WAS 4,566,900, THE COMMISSIONER FOR CENSUS AND STATISTICS
SAID YESTERDAY.

COMPARED WITH THE 1976 YEAR—END ESTIMATE, THERE HAS BEEN AN
' INCREASE OF 89,296 PERSONS OVER THE 12-MONTH PERIOD, REPRESENTING
" AN ANNUAL POPULATION GROWTH RATE OF TWO PER CENT.

THIS WAS MADE UP OF A 'PLUS’ OF 56,482 THROUGH THE BALANCE
OF BIRTHS OVER DEATHS AND A 'PLUS’ OF 32,814 THROUGH BALANCE
OF MIGRATION, £

THE TOTAL NUMBER OF BIRTHS FOR 1977 WAS 79,888, OR 1,402
MORE THAN THAT FOR THE PREVIOUS YEAR,

THIS INCREASE IN BIRTHS WAS ATTRIBUTABLE TO THE GRADUAL
INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF WOMEN IN THE CHILD-BEARING AGES 15-49.

HOWEVER, THE CONTINUING TENDENCY FOR THE GENERAL LEVEL OF
FERTILITY TO DECLINE HAS MEANT THAT THE CRUDE BIRTH RATE, AT
17.7 PER THOUSAND POPULATION, REMAINED THE SAME AS IN 1976.

THE TOTAL NUMBER OF DEATHS FOR 1977 WAS 23,406, OR 714 MORE
THAN IN 1976. THE CRUDE DEATH RATE WAS 5.2 PER 1,000 POPULATION
AS COMPARED WITH 5.1 FOR THE PREVIOUS YEAR. THESE INCREASES ARE
ASSOCIATED DIRECTLY WITH THE INCREASING NUMBER OF OLD PEOPLE IN
THE POPULATION.

THE FIGURES ON BIRTHS AND DEATHS ARE BASED ON EVENTS OCCURRING
RATHER THAN UPON REGISTRATIONS MADE AND THEREFORE DIFFER SLIGHTLY
FROM THOSE RELEASED BY THE REGISTRAR GENERAL.

f[:: (AR YR
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NEW ROAD TO BE BUILT IN NGAU CHI WAN
* % % ¥

THE PUBL IC WORKS DEPARTMENT 1S TO BUILD A NEW ROAD TO
CATER FOR THE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT AT HAMMER HILL, NGAU CHI! WAN.

TENDERS FOR THE PROJECT WERE INVITED BY THE HIGHWAYS OFF ICE
OF THE P.W.D.

MR. TOM ARMOUR, ACTING CHIEF ENGINEER OF THE HIGHWAYS
(KOWLOON) DIVISION, SAID TODAY THAT THE WORKS WOULD CONSIST OF A
ROAD OF ABOUT 260 METRES LONG NEAR PO KONG VILLAGE ROAD AND
ASSOC IATED DRAINAGE WORKS.

HE SAID THAT THE NEW ROAD WOULD BE A TWO-LANE CARRIAGEWAY
Oﬁ Z-3 METRES WIDE, WITH A 2.75 METRES WIDE FOOTPATH ON EACH
SIDE.
WORK ON THE PROJECT WILL START IN APRIL AND WILL TAKE ABOUT
NINE MONTHS TO COMPLETE.

WHEN COMPLETED, MR. ARMOUR SAID, THE NEW ROAD WOULD PROV IDE
ACCESS NOT ONLY FOR THE FU SHAN ESTATE DUE FOR COMPLETION IN THE
NEAR FUTURE, BUT ALSO FOR THE NEIGHBOURING SITE FOR THE PROPOQOSED
HOME OWNERSHIP SCHEME AT HAMMER HILL.

THE WORK HAS BEEN DESIGNED AND CONSTRUCTION WILL BE SUPERVISED
BY HIGHWAYS (KOWLOON) DIVISION OF THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

REGISTRATION TEAM TO OPERATE IN TAI O
¥ % * X

A TEAM FROM THE REGISTRATION OF PERSONS OFF ICE WILL CONDUCT
EGISTRATIONS AT TAl O RURAL COMMITTEE FOR RESIDENTS AND PERSONS
LIVING NEARBY FOR FOUR DAYS FROM FEBRUARY 13.

REGISTRATIONS WILL BE CARRIED OUT FROM 2 P.M, TO 5 P.M.
ON FEBRUARY 13= 9 A.M, TO 5 P.M. ON FEBRUARY 14 AND 15= AND 9 A.M.
TO 1 P.M. ON FEBRUARY 16.

THE VISIT 1S TO ENABLE PARENTS AND GUARDIANS TO REGISTER
THE IR CHILDREN AND WARD BETWEEN 11 AND 17 YEARS OF AGE FOR JUVENILE
IDENTITY CARDS AND HOLDERS OF. JUVENILE IDENTITY CARDS TO REGISTER
FOR ADULT IDENTITY CARDS ON REACHING THE AGE OF 18.

ALL PERSONS LIVING IN THIS AREA ARE REMINDED Of
RESPONSIBILITY TO REGISTER THEMSELVES AND THEIR CHI
IDENTITY CARDS AND TO HANGES EMPLOYMENT,
ADDRESSES, MERITAL STATUS, OR OTHER PARTICULARS.
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TRAINING WORKSHOP FOR YOUNG MUSICIANS
L B R

A TRAINING WORKSHOP IS BEING ORGANISED BY THE MUSIC
ADMINISTRATOR’S OFF ICE OF THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT FOR 120
YOUNG INSTRUMENTALISTS FROM VARIOUS SCHOOLS.

MANY OF THE PARTICIPANTS AGED BETWEEN 11 AND 23, HAVE ALSO
JOINED THE INSTRUMENTAL CLASSES SET UP BY THE MUSIC ADMINISTRATOR’S
OFF ICE RECENTLY.

THE WORKSHOP WILL BE HELD ON FEBRUARY 11, AT THE CHINESE
UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG, SHA TIN, AND WILL INCLUDE GROUP TRAINING
AND REHEARSALS LASTING FROM 10 A.M. TO 5 P.M,

THE HIGHL IGHT OF THE WORKSHOP IS A GRAND REHEARSAL AT &4 P.M,

NOTE TO EDITORS:

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO SEND A REPRESENTATIVE TO COVER THE
GRAND REHEARSAL BY THE YOUNG MUSICIANS AT 4 P,M. ON FEBRUARY 11.

PRESS TRANSPORT WILL LEAVE THE KOWLOON PIER NEAR STAR FERRY AT
3,15 P.,M, THOSE WHO WISH TO USE THE TRANSPORT FACILITY MAY
CONTACT MR. CLEMENT SHIU AT TEL. 5=283257 (EXT. 34) NOT LATER
THAN FEBRUARY 10,

--—-0-—-—«.






