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30 PER CENT INCREASE IN PROVISIONAL DRIVING LICENCES
* % % % % %

THERE WERE 522,469 LICENSED DRIVERS IN HONG KONG AT THE END
OF LAST YEAR, ACCORDING TO STATISTICS RELEASED TODAY BY THE
TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT.

THIS REPRESENTS AN INCREASE OF FIVE PER CENT ON THE 1975
LEVEL.

DURING THE YEAR, 75,492 PROVISIONAL DRIVING L ICENCES WERE
ISSUED, COMPARED WITH 57,654 IN 1975 — SHOWING A SIGNIF ICANT
INCREASE OF 30 PER CENT.

A TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN SAID TODAY DESPITE THE
MODEST_INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF NEW VEHICLES ON THE ROAD LAST
YEAR, THE NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS FOR DRIVING L ICENCES AND TESTS
REMAINED AT A VERY HIGH RATE.

WITH MORE DRIVING EXAMINERS PUT INTO SERVICE, THE SPOKESMAN
INDICATED, THE DEPARTMENT WAS POSSIBLE TO TEST 175,000 CANDIDATES
LAST YEAR., THIS:AMOUNTED TO AN INCREASE OF 3.6 PER CENT OVER
THE PRECEDING YEAR.

+HOWEVER,+ HE ADDED, +AS HAS BEEN FOUND IN THE PAST, AS
SOON AS THE WAITING TIME FOR TESTS IS SHORTENED, THERE IS AN
IMMED IATE INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF NEW APPL ICATIONS AND THE
WAITING TIME THEN INCREASES,+

AT THE END OF LAST YEAR, 92,000 CANDIDATES WERE STILL WAITING
FOR TESTS AND THE WAITING TIME VARIED FROM 3-1/2 MONTHS TO 10
MONTHS, DEPENDING ON THE CATEGORY OF VEHICLE.

THE SPOKESMAN POINTED OUT THAT FOLLOWING THE RESUMPTION OF
DRIVING TESTS FOR PUBLIC LIGHT BUS LAST MAY, THE DEPARTMENT
RECE IVED OVER 15,000 APL ICATIONS, ;

REFERRING TO THE INDOOR DRIVING INSTRUCTION CENTRE, HE NOTED
THAT THE TRAINING PROVIDED CONTINUED TO PROVE SO POPULAR WITH
LEARNER DRIVERS THAT ALL COURSES REMAINED FULLY BOOKED THROUGHOUT
THE YEAR.

THE CENTRE WAS SET UP IN JUNE 1974 AND SINCE ITS INCEPTION
HAS TRAINED 8,310 PEOPLE,
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IT PROVIDES 15-LESSON COURSES IN BASIC TRAINING TECHNIQUES
TO CAND IDATES WHO HAVE PASSED THE WRITTEN TEST ON THE HIGHWAY CODE.

THE CENTRE TRAINS LEARNER DRIVERS IN THE USE OF VARIOUS
CONTROLS, RECOGNITION OF TRAFFIC SIGNS AND CORRECT REACTIONS TO
DIFFERENT TRAFFIC SITUATIONS BY USING DRIVING SIMULATORS, FILMS
SHOW ING ROAD CONDITIONS, AND A COMPUTER=CONTROLLER WITH WHICH
THE INSTRUCTOR MONITORS THE DRIVING PERFORMANCE OF INDIVIDUAL

STUDENTS.

PUBL IC=SP IR ITED YOUTHS COMBINE CLEAN-UP EXERCISE WITH PICNIC
* X ¥ % X X

ABOUT 130 MEMBERS OF JUNIOR POLICE CALL AND CLEAN YOUR CITY
YOUTH GROUPS TODAY (APRIL 8) HAULED AWAY AND BURNED BASKETS OF
RUBBISH FOUND ON NEW TERRITORIES BEACHES AT THE START OF A DRIVE
TO CLEAN UP UNGAZETTED BEACHES. :

TWO 4O-MEMBER GROUPS OF JPC MADE AN ASSAULT ON TUNG WAN
BEACH ON MA WAN ISLAND AND TAIl LONG SA| WAN IN SA| KUNG WHILE
THE CYC GROUP OF 50 INVADED NAI CHUNG BEACH IN TAI PO.

WEAR ING COLOURFUL T-SHIRTS AND MATCHING CAPS BEARING THE
CAMPA IGN THEME, THE PUBLIC-SPIRITED YOUTHS ENTHUSIASTICALLY GOT
DOWN TO WORK WITH BROOMS AND SHOVELS PROVIDED BY THE URBAN
SERVICES DEPARTMENT, ONE OF THE MANY GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS
INVOLVED IN ORGANISING THE CAMPAIGN,

THERE WAS A PICNICKING ATMOSPHERE IN THE EXERCISE AS THE
YOUTHS COMBINED THE OPERATION WITH AN ELEMENT OF FUN WHICH WAS
HIGHL IGHTED WITH A BARBECUE LUNCH,

FOR THE JPC GROUPS, HOWEVER, THERE ARE MORE GAIETY IN STORE
AS THEY HAVE PITCHED CAMPS AT TUNG WAN AND TAI LONG SA| WAN FOR
THE NIGHT BEFORE STARTING WORK AGAIN TOMORROW (SATURDAY).

ON EASTER MONDAY (APRIL 11) IT WILL BE THE TURN OF ANOTHER
CLEAN YOUR CITY GROUP TO CLEAN UP AN UNGAZETTED BEACH AT TUNG
WAN IN CHEUNG CHAU, THIS WILL BE FOLLOWED BY THE CIVIL AID
SERVICES OPERATION AT LO SO SHING BEACH ON LAMMA |SLAND ON APRIL 17
AND A CLEAN=UP OF LAl CH! WO BEACH, IN DOUBLE HAVEN, TAIl PO BY JPC
ON APRIL 30 AND MAY 1.
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ONE YEAR FULL-TIME TECHNICAL TEACHERS' COURSE
¥ % % % X ¥

YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN WITH INDUSTRIAL/PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE
ARE INVITED TO ENROL IN THE ONE-YEAR FULL-TIME COURSE COMMENC ING
IN SEPTEMBER AT THE HONG KONG TECHNICAL TEACHERS’ COLLEGE.

THE COURSE IS INTENDED FOR MATURE STUDENTS WITH SOME YEARS
OF INDUSTRIAL/PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE WHO ARE INTERESTED IN THE
TEACHING PROFESSION AND IN PASSING ON THE KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS
OF THEIR OWN SPECIALISM TO STUDENTS IN TECHNICAL EDUCATIONAL

INSTITUTIONS.

INDUCEMENT GRANTS WILL BE GIVEN TO STUDENTS ON THIS COURSE
AT THE MINIMUM OF $1,070 PER MONTH UP TO A MAX IMUM OF §1,640 PER
MONTH, CALCULATED ACCORDING TO THE NUMBER OF YEARS OF SOUND,
RELATED POST=QUAL IFICATION INDUSTR IAL/PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE.

APPL ICANTS FOR TECHNICAL ENGL ISH COURSE AND PRINTING COURSE
MUST HAVE SATISFACTORILY COMPLETED A TWO-YEAR FULL-TIME ORD INARY
DIPLOMA/TECHNICIAN DIPLOMA COURSE, OR A ONE-YEAR FULL-TIME
SECRETARIAL COURSE, OR EQUIVALENT, IN THE TECHNICAL COLLEGE/
POLYTECHNIC/TECHNICAL INSTITUTES, OR AN EQUIVALENT COLLEGE.

HOLDERS OF ORDINARY NATIONAL DIPLOMA (UK) IN HOTEL AND
CATERING OPERATIONS OR EQUIVALENT WITH PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE IN
THE RELATED FIELDS MAY APPLY FOR HOTEL-KEEPING AND CATERING COURSE.

APPLICATION FORMS ARE OBTAINABLE FROM THE HONG KONG TECHNICAL
TEACHERS' COLLEGE, 373, QUEEN’S ROAD EAST, WAN CHAI, HONG KONG.

ALL COMPLETED FORMS MUST BE RETURNED TO THIS ADDRESS BY
APRIL 20. :

- === ===

ORIENTATION COURSE FOR YOUTH LEADERS
* % % % %

ABOUT 100 YOUTH LEADERS WILL ATTEND A THREE=DAY ORIENTATION
COURSE STARTING TOMORROW (SATURDAY) AT THE MORRISON HOUSE ON
HATTON ROAD.

ORGANISED BY STAFF OF THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT’S
COMMUNITY, YOUTH AND SOCIAL CENTRES, THE COURSE AIMS TO INTRODUCE
TO THE YOUNG PARTICIPANTS THE CONCEPT OF LEADERSHIP AND TO FACILITATE
AN EXCHANGE OF IDEAS AND EXPERIENCES AMONG MEMBERS OF THE CENTRES.

THE COURSE WILL INCLUDE TALKS, DISCUSSIONS, SOCIAL EVENINGS
A WORKSHOP AND A PANEL DISCUSSION. ; ;

MR, LAM KWOK=WAN, PRINCIPAL SOCIAL WELFARE OFF ICER OF THE
GROUP AND COMMUNITY WORK DIVISION, WILL CFFICIATE AT THE OPENING
CEREMONY ON SATURDAY IN THE MORRISON HOUSE AT 1 P.M.






