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DOUBLE-TRACK RAIL LINE BETWEEN HUNG HOM AND TAI PO
Feasibility Under-Active Consideration
ok

The feasibility of extending-the double-track railway line between
Hung Hom and Sha Tin to Tai P@ Market and constructing a.second railway
tunnel between Kowloon Tong and Sha Tin are being actively studied by the
Government.

The examination of this engineering aspect is undertaken by a
Steering Group which was set up in October last year to lock into the various
long-term proposals for the future development of train services.

The Group comprises representatives from a number of Government
departments, including the. Colonial Secretariat, the Public Works Department,
the Transport Department and the Kowloon-Canton Railway.

Commenting on this today, the General Manager of Kowloon=Canton Railway,
Mr. P.H. Lam, said: "With the rapid development of Tai Po, the ultimate
planned population of the new town in the foreseeable future will reach
100,000 as compared with the present 40,000.

"Adequate train services are needed to cope with the expected publiec
housing, commercial and industrial development as well as the increasing

number of holiday-makers.

"Therefore, the usefulness of the railway, including double-tracking

to Tai Po and a second railway tunnel should be considered in the overall
context of the updating of the Major Transportation Studies and the Long
Term Road Study."

/’In the sssssesssns
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In the meantime, detailed planning on double-tracking the section
between the new Hung Hom terminus and Sha Tin is well in hand.

The progressive transfer of The Chinese University and the gradual
development of the Sha Tin new town have been taken into account.

"Furthermore," Mr. Lam pointed out, "“once the second race course in
Sha Tin is functioning, the number of people travelling by rail is bound to
increase tremendously.

"When the double-track project between Hung Hom and Sha Tin is
completed by mid-1976, it will give an added daily capacity of 16,000 passengers
in each direction and thus relieve greatly the present congestion in passenger
trains."

Passengers

At present, the trains carry some 25,000 passengers daily on weekdays
and up to 63,000 on Sundays and public holidays.

Stati;tics show that the number of passengers carried by K.C.R. had
almost doubled in the past ten years -- from seven million in 1962-63 to

over 11 million in 1971=72.

Mr. Lam also disclosed that tenders for 40 new passenger carriages

have been awarded to a Japanese firm.

These carriages will be delivered early next year.

"Twenty-eight such carriages will replace partrof the old rolling
stock.while-the other 12 willlbe used to lengthen the existiﬁg trains or to

form an additional train set," Mr. Lam explained.

/In addition seseses
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In addition, the K.C.R. will purchase a new locomotive from either
the United States or Australia and an order is expected to be placed during
this year.

Other railway improvements included in the double-track project are the
re-building of Mong Kok, University and Sha Tin stations; provision of signalling
equipment for the tunnel section; and construction of a spur line from Ho

Tung Lau Workshops to the race course site.

As for the immediate future, plans aimed at improving the railway

facilities generally are either underwsv or will soon be carried out.

These include the extensive improvements to the Lowu Station and
the Tsim Sha Tsui sidings, the installation of power operated barriers,
construction of flyovers at level crossings, and the replacement of the
existing semaphore signals and token instruments with modern colour light
signals.
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SUMMER TIME BEGINS ON SUNDAY
LEE LR LS

Summer time will begin at 3.30 a.m. (standard time) on Sunday (April 22).

Residents are reminded to advance their clocks and watches one hour
before going to bed on Saturday night (April 21).

Summer time will be observed until 3.30 a.m. (summer time) on
October 21 (Sunday).

The period of summer time in Hong Kong is regulated by the

Interpretation and General Clauses Ordinance.
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SUCCESSFUL PLACEMENTS ALMOST DOUBLED
e R

A total of 1,434 people was successfully placed in employment
by the Locel Employment Service of the Labour Department during the first
quarter of 1973 - 85 per cent more than the corresponding quarter last year.

In the same period, the service registered 5,006 job-seekers and
introduced 4,583 of them to prospective employers for selection interviews.

The head of the Lmployment Division, Mr. James Yeung, said today
that of the 1,434 people placed in employment, 632 were placed in industry,
472 in commerce, 226 in government service, 21 in public utilities and
83 in other establishments.

Of the 632 people placed in industry, 362 were apprentices who
joined modern apprenticeship schemes with the help of the Apprenticeship
Training Unit of the Labour Department.

Starting salaries for people helped into jobs by the Local Employment
Service ranged from $300 to more than $2,000 a month, with the majority

(1,326) receiving up to $999.

Mr. Yeung said: "At the moment we've got 5,094 job-seekers registered

with the service, varying from the young and inexperienced tg experienced
and qualified persons looking for better employment.

"The service has 647 vacancies on its books, ranging from executives
to office boys in commerce; from engineers to general workers in industiry;

and from artisans to messengers in the civil service."

fThE LOCal dsasew
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The Local Employment Service provides free facilities to assist
employers and job-seekers alike. For the convenience of those who might
have difficulty in approaching it during regular office hours, its Hong
Kong Office at the New Rodney Block, Queenswsy, and Kowloon Office at
the Canton Road Government Offices now remain open during the lunch

hour from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.

T e T e g

PAYMENT CF FIRST DIVIDEND TG MING TAK BANK CREDITORS
Final Phase To Begin Next Tuesday
R

The Official Receiver, Mr. W. Hume, announced today that the third
and final phase of the payment of a first dividend of 25 per cent to creditors
of the Ming Tak Bank will commence on April 2k.

"This phase", said Mr. Hume, "will embrace all creditors who for
any reason have been unable to c¢all at the Official Receiver's Office during
the earlier phases to collect their dividends."

A1l creditors who have not yet received payment are requested to
call at the Official Receiver's Office, 10th floor, Sutherland House, No. 3
Chater Road, Hong Kong, at any time during normal office hours on or after
April 2k. They should bring with them their identity cards and any documents
they may possess in relation to their claims.

Mr. Hume added that any creditor who is still unable to-.attend.at the
Official Receiver's Office either in person or by duly authorised representative
should write to the Official Receiver as soon as possible explaining the

circumstances and providing as much information as possible regarding his claim.
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UPWARD SURGE IN EMPLOYMENT OF DISABLED

ook ok Kok

Keener interest is being shown by local firms in employing disabled

workers.

A spokesman for the Social Welfare Department's Job Placement Unit
said today that the number employed last month totalled 35 -- an increase of
14 over February.

As a result of recent publicity given to the working capabilities
of the disabled, the Unit received a voluntary approach from Luen On Paper
Products Ltd. which took on 11 as general factory workers. This group comprised
seven mentally retarded, three crippled and one blind person.

Twelve other firms employed disabled workers during the month,
and the total of 35 comprised eight blind, nine crippled, six deaf, two
formerly mentally ill, eight mentally retarded and two recovered T.B. patients.

"The initiative shown by these firms in hiring disabled workers
is most encouraging," the spokesman said.

"It is hoped that other employers in the commercial and industrial
field will come to recognise the working capabilities of the disabled.!

Records kept by the Job Placement Unit show that for the year ending
March 31 employment was found for a total of 293 disabled persons.

This number comprised 114 crippled, 55 deaf, 48 formerly mentally ill,

38 blind, 22 mentally retarded,y 13 recovered T.B, patients and three ex-lepers.
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MRS. F.K. LI TO VISIT VOLUNTARY AGENCIES
o e

Two voluntary agencies which provide social welfare services for
women and children will be visited tomorrow (Thursday) by Mr. F.K. Li,
wife of the Director of Social Welfare.

Starting at 10,15 a.m., she will be making a tour of the Po Leung
Kuk's premises at No. 66, Leighton Road, Causeway.Bay.

The Kuk provides residential, educational, medical and case work
services to children and young women in need of care and protection. It
has more than 500 children under its care.

At 11.15 a.mey, Mrs. Li will be visiting the Canossian Girls' Home

at No. 36, Caine Road. The home provides shelter for girls aged from six

to 21 y and also accommodates women who are either mentally or physically

handicapped.

Note to Editors: You are invited to send a reporter and a

photographer to cover these visits.

Release time: 7,00 pom.






