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MULTI=MILLION DOLLAR PLAN FOR MARKET TOWNS OF NT
® ok % % * .

THE PUBL IC WORKS ‘'DEPARTMENT WILL SOON EMBARK ON.A $1,300
;A:t:gg'PnoaecT TO DEVELOP THE MARKET TOWNS OF SHEK WU WU~ AND

THE PROJECT FORMS PART OF THE RURAL NEW TERRITORIES DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAMME AND WILL BE PHASED OVER THE NEXT EIGHT YEARS. -y

TENDERS FOR THE FIRST CONTRACT OF THE PROJECT, COVERING SITE
FORMATION AND DRAINAGE WORKS IN THE SOUTH-WESTERN PART OF SHEK WU
HUl, ARE BEING INVITED BY THE NEW TERRITORIES DEVELOPMENT BRANCH OF

THE P.W.D. i :

: MR. BERNARD NEWMAN, GOVERNMENT ENGINEER (NEW TERRITORIES), SAID
TODAY WORK ON THIS PROJECT WAS SCHEDULED TO BEGIN IN APRIL AND WOULD
TAKE ABOUT 14 MONTHS TO COMPLETE.

THE WORK WOULD INCLUDE THE FORMATION OF ABOUT 16 HECTARES OF
LAND IN AN AREA FORMERLY OCCUPIED BY THE TANNERIES FOR PUBLIC HOUSING
AND THE FIRST STAGE OF A MAJOR DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT SCHEME.

HE SAID THAT PART OF THE LAND WHICH WOULD BE FORMED BY JULY
WOULD INITIALLY BE USED AS A TEMPORARY HOUSING AREA TO ACCOMMODATE
THE PEOPLE AFFECTED BY OTHER SHEK WU HUI AND FANL ING DEVELOPMENT
PROJECTS, WHICH WOULD BEGIN IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE YEAR.

THESE PROJECTS, MR. NEWMAN SAID, WOULD INCLUDE CONSTRUCTION OF
ROADS AND SEWAGE TREATMENT WORKS. , : .

SITES WOULD ALSO BE PROVIDED FOR COMMUNITY FACILITIES SUCH AS
SCHOOLS, MARKETS, A COMMUNITY CENTRE, HOSPITAL AND STADIUM,

HE POINTED OUT THAT THE OBJECT OF THE DEVELOPMENT IS TO CREATE
A BALANCED COMMUNITY IN THE TWO MARKET TOWNS FOR A DESIGNED .
POPULATION OF 168,000, .

TENDERS FOR THE WORKS TO BE “CARRIED OUT IN FANLING WILL BE
CALLED LATER IN THE YEAR.
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PURPOSE OF A GREEN PAPER IS TO SOUND OUT PUBLIC OPINION
X X % % X

GREEN PAPERS ARE AUTHORITATIVE STATEMENTS OF GOVERNMENT
PROPOSALS ON MATTERS OF PUBLIC INTEREST AND ARE ISSUED. TO SOUND OUT
THEIR OPINION, A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SAID TODAY.

HE SAID THEY WERE PUBL ISHED FOR PUBLIC CONSIDERATION BEFORE
FINAL DECISIONS ARE TAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT.

THE SPOKESMAN SAID ‘A GREEN PAPER WAS A CHANNEL FOR THE. INFLOW
OF PUBLIC OPINION, AN ASSESSMENT OF WHICH WAS A VITAL FACTOR IN SOUND
POLICY PLANNING.,

+|T IS IMPORTANT THAT MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC SHOULD KNOW THAT
THEY ARE BEING CONSULTED WHEREVER PRACTICABLE ON MATTERS OF GOVERN=-
MENT POLICY AND PLANNING WHICH DIRECTLY AFFECT THEIR DAILY LIVES,+
HE SAID.

+ALSO, IF A SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT IS TO BE DEVELOPED,
IT IS DESIRABLE FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO BE SEEN TO BE TAKING PUBLIC
VIEWS INTO ACCOUNT.+

A GREEN PAPER MAY TAKE SEVERAL FORMS INCLUDING A REPORT OF AN
ADVISORY BODY, A REPORT SUBMITTED TO THE GOVERNMENT BY CONSULTANTS OR
A DRAFT WHITE PAPER, AND ALL GREEN PAPERS CONTAINED AN INVITATION TO
SUBMIT VIEWS AND OPINIONS TO THE SECRETARY OF THE GOVERNMENT BRANCH

CONCERNED.,

IT WAS ONLY PUBL ISHED WHERE AN ISSUE WAS OF SUBSTANTIAL PUBLIC
INTEREST, OF MAJOR IMPORTANCE OR WHERE THERE WAS SOME GENUINE CHOICE

OF POLICY.

+A GREEN PAPER IS DISTRIBUTED AS WIDELY AS POSSIBLE TO THOSE
WITH AN INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT. THE AIM IS TO OBTAIN. ACCURATE  AND
COMPREHENSIVE INFORMATION ON PUBLIC ATTITUDES WHICH MIGHT VARY
GREATLY ACCORDING TO SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC STATUS, EDUCATIONAL BACK-
GROUND AND AGE,+ HE SAID.

+WHEN OPINION HAS BEEN ASSESSED, IT MAY SOMETIMES BE DESIRABLE
TO PUBLISH A WHITE PAPER CONTAINING A STATEMENT OF THE DECIDED
POL ICY,+ THE SPOKESMAN ADDED.

FOUR GREEN PAPERS HAD BEEN ISSUED RECENTLY: SERVICES FOR THE
ELDERLY= SENIOR SECONDARY AND TERTIARY EDUCATION= SOCIAL SECURITY
DEVELOPMENT= AND DEVELOPMENT OF PERSONAL SOCIAL WORK AMONG YOUNG
PEOPLE IN HONG KONG.
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AMBULANCE SERVICE GETS A BIG BOOST
* % x %

UNDER AN EXPANSION SCHEME OF FIRE SERVICES DEPARTMENT, THE
AMBULANCE SERVICE MANPOWER WILL NEARLY DOUBLE ITS PRESENT
STRENGTH TO ABOUT 1,000 BY THE END OF NEXT FINANCIAL YEAR.

A FLEET OF 20 NEW, FULLY=-AUTOMATIC AMBULANCES WILL ALSO
ARRIVE HONG KONG EARLY THIS YEAR TO BOOST THE NUMBER OF VEHICLES

IN SERVICE TO 119,

TWO AMBULANCE DEPOTS WERE BROUGHT INTO SERVICE LAST YEAR AT
HING WAH AND LEI MUK SHU ESTATES AND EIGHT MORE ARE BEING PLANNED
FOR THE NEW TOWNS AND DENSELY POPULATED AREAS TO ENSURE THAT THE

PUBLIC ARE ADEQUATELY SERVED.

THE NEW VEHICLES, EACH COSTING $93,000 WILL BE THE FIRST
FULLY=AUTOMATIC AMBULANCES IN SERVICE HERE. THE FIRST BATCH
OF THREE VEHICLES WILL ARRIVE HONG KONG IN APRIL. THEY ARE
MANUFACTURED IN THE UNITED KINGDOM AND ARE IDEAL FOR HONG KONG'S

ROADS.

THEY WILL ALSO BE EQUIPPED WITH TELE~-COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS,
PIPED OXYGEN, ANALGESIC GAS, RESUSCITATION APPARATUS, BURN
DRESSINGS AND AIR SPLINTS,

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE AMBULANCE COMMAND SAID THAT DEMAND FOR
AMBULANCE SERVICE HAD INCREASED BY 10 PER CENT IN 1976 AS
COMPARED WITH THE PREVIOUS YEAR. THE NUMBER OF CALLS RECEIVED WAS
MORE THAN 160,000 AND THE TOTAL NUMBER OF PATIENTS CARRIED EXCEEDED

WELL OVER 204,600.

HE ATTRIBUTED THE UPWARD TREND TO A NUMBER OF FACTORS,
INCLUD ING GREATER AWARENESS BY THE PUBLIC OF THE SERVICES PROVIDED
AND THE WILL INGNESS TO USE IT.

+THE RISE IN POPULATION AND THE INCREASING NUMBERS OF CASES
OF HOSPITAL TRANSFERS CAUSED BY THE HEAVY DEMAND ON HONG KONG’S
MED ICAL SERVICES, ARE SOME OF THE CONTRIBUTING FACTORS FOR THE
TREND,+ HE SAID.

+FURTHERMORE, OUR SERVICE HAS INCREASED SINCE THE GERIATRIC
WARD IN PRINCESS MARGARET HOSPITAL CAME I[NTO OPERATION EARLY LAST

YEAR,+ HE ADDED,

ABOUT FIVE AMBULANCES ARE SPECIALLY USED TO CARRY PATIENTS
BETWEEN THEIR HOMES AND HOSPITAL FOR AFTER-CARE TREATMENT DURING
WEEKDAYS. THIS SPECIAL SERVICE USUALLY TAKES ABOUT HALF A DAY.

HOWEVER, THE SPOKESMAN SAID THE SERVICE PROVIDED FOR THE
GERIATRIC PATIENTS COULD BE EXPANDED TO COVER THE NEW TERRITORIES
AND HONG KONG ISLAND AS WELL.

+ALTHOUGH THE NUMBER OF CALLS CONTINUES TO PUT PRESSURE
ON AMBULANCE RESOURCES, WE ARE STILL ABLE TO MEET DEMANDS wITHOUT

UNDUE DELAY,+ HE SAID,
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PAY TAX BY POST
® % % %

THE INLAND REVENUE DEPARTMENT TODAY URGED TAXPAYERS TO PAY
" THEIR TAX BY POST TO AVOID INCONVENIENCE AND PEAK PERIOD CONGESTION
AT ITS COLLECTION OFF ICES.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE |INLAND REVENUE DEPARTMENT SAID TO PAY
TAX IN PERSON IS NOT NECESSARY BECAUSE PAYMENT CAN BE MADE BY
MAILING A CROSSED CHEQUE ALONG WITH THE DEMAND NOTE TO THE
CENTRAL MAIL OFFICE, G.P.0. BOX 132, HONG KONG.

HE SAID |IF THE DEMAND NOTE CANNOT BE ENCLOSED WITH THE
CHEQUE, TAXPAYERS SHOULD STATE CLEARLY THEIR NAMES AND ADDRESSES
AND QUOTE THE CHARGE NUMBER SHOWN ON THE DEMAND NOTE, OR THEIR
INLAND REVENUE REFERENCE NUMBERS, RECEIPTS TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE

PAYMENT WOULD BE MAILED TO THE TAXPAYERS WITHIN A FEW DAYS.

THE SPOKESMAN ALSO POINTED OUT THAT THERE I8 NO SURCHARGE FOR
DELAY IN PAYMENT IF THE ENVELOPE IS POSTMARKED NOT LATER THAN THE

DUE DATE SHOWN ON THE DEMAND NOTE,

POSTAL SERVICES TO LEBANON
* % * %

THE POST OFF ICE HAS ANNOUNCED THAT SURFACE LETTER, PARCEL
AND AIR PARCEL SERVICES TO LEBANON WILL BE RESUMED FROM NEXT

MONTH.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT SAID, FOR THE TIME BE ING,
THE MAXIMUM WEIGHT FOR EACH PARCEL IS LIMITED TO FOUR POUNDS ONLY.
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RENAMING OF TSUEN WAN SWIMMING POOL
* % & %

THE TSUEN WAN SWIMMING POOL COMPLEX AT THE JUNCTION OF
KWA| SHING CIRCUIT AND SHING FUK STREET IN KWAI| CHUNG, HAS BEEN
RENAMED THE KWA! SHING SWIMMING POOL.

THE ADJACENT REST GARDEN IS NAMED KWAI SHING CIRCUIT GARDEN.

THE KWA| SHING SWIMMING POOL IS AN EIGHT-POOL COMPLEX WITH
A MAIN POOL, A SECONDARY POOL, A DIVING POOL, THREE TEACHING
POOLS, A PADDLING POOL AND A CHILDREN’S POOL. IT IS AT PRESENT
CLOSED FOR ANNUAL OVERHAUL AND WILL  RE-OPEN FOR PUBLIC USE
IN EARLY MARCH.

EXPLAINING THE CHANGE OF NAME, A SPOKESMAN FOR THE URBAN
SERVICES DEPARTMENT SAID TODAY THAT THE SWIMMINE POOL, THE FIRST
PUBL IC COMPLEX OF ITS KIND IN THE NEW TERRITORIES, WAS FOR
SEVERAL YEARS THE ONLY ONE SERVING THE TSUEN WAN AREA. BUT
NOW FURTHER POOLS ARE PLANNED FOR TSUEN WAN AND FOR KWAI CHUNG,
AND THE NAME KWA| SHING 1S MORE ACCURATE AND APPROPRIATE.

R o B Sy A

FIRING PRACTICE
* % % % %

FIRING PRACTICE WILL TAKE PLACE AT CASTLE PEAK RANGE ON FOUR
DAYS NEXT WEEK.

THE PUBLIC ARE REMINDED THAT IT 1S DANGERQUS TO ENTER THE
AREA WHEN THE RED FLAGS ARE FLYING DURING THE TIME OF FIRING
PRACTICE.

THE PRACTICE TIMES ARE:

DATE

FEBRUARY 20 (MONDAY)
FEBRUARY 22 (WEDNESDAY)
FEBRUARY 23 (THURSDAY)
FEBRUARY 24 (FRIDAY)






