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CALL FOR CONCERTED EFFORTS IN KEEPING HK CLEAN
¥ kX X X X

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC HAVE BEEN URGED TO TAKE A MORE ACTIVE
ROLE IN KEEPING THE TERRITORY CLEAN.

THIS WAS THE MESSAGE DELIVERED 1IN A ONE-AND-A-HALF HOUR
SPECTACULAR STAGED STAGED THIS (SUNDAY) EVENING AT THE HONG KONG
COLISEUM.

THE SHOW, ORGANISED BY THE JOINT URBAN COUNCIL/REGIONAL COUNCIL
KEEP HONG KONG CLEAN STEERING COMMITTEE TO PROMOTE THE PITCH-IN
SPIRIT, WAS PRODUCED BY ASIA TELEVISION LIMITED.

"IF THE COMMUNITY HAD BEEN MORE AWARE OF ITS RESPONSIBILITY IN
KEEPING AREAS CLEAN AND BE MORE READY TO SHOULDER ITS PART IN CLEAN-UP
OPERATIONS, THE PROBLEM OF INDISCRIMINATE LITTERING WOULD BE
ALLEVIATED," A SPOKESMAN FOR THE STEERING COMMITTEE SAID.

"KEEPING THE PLACES CLEAN IS NOT SOLELY THE GOVERNMENT'S
“RESPONSIBILITY. WE ARE, IN FACT, HELPING OURSELVES TO IMPROVE OUR
LIVING ENVIRONMENT 1F WE TAKE A MORE ACTIVE ROLE TOWARDS MAINTAINING
CLEANLINESS," HE SAID.

THE SPECTACULAR FEATURED POPULAR SINGERS AND ARTISTS 1IN AN
ARRAY OF ENTERTAINMENT PROGRAMMES WHICH INCLUDED KEEP HONG KONG CLEAN
JINGLES COMPOSED BETWEEN THE 1970'S AND CURRENTLY, POPULAR SONGS,;
DANCES, MIME, COMEDY, AS WELL AS AN AMUSING "BATTLE" BETWEEN THE NEW
AND THE OLD CAMPAIGN CHARACTERS, THE DRAGON OF CLEANLINESS AND THE LAP
SAP CHUNG.

THE SENIOR MEMBER OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, MR ALLEN LER;
OFFICIATED AT A SWITCH-ON CEREMONY TO LAUNCH THE SHOW.

OTHER OFFICIATING GUESTS INCLUDED THE CHAIRMAN OF THE REGIONAL
COUNCIL, MR CHEUNG YAN-LUNG, THE VICE-CHATIRMAN OF THE URBAN COUNCIL,
MR STEPHEN LAU; THE CHAIRMAN AND THE VICE-CHARIMAN OF THE STERRING
COMMITTEE, MR TONG KAM-BIU AND THE VICE-CHAIRMAN, DR PANG HOK-TUEN.

THE SHOW WILL BE BROADCAST ON ATV'S HOME CHANNEL ON FEBRUARY 2,
FROM 8,35 TO 10.05 PM.
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GALA TO PROMOTE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANLINESS
¥ ¥ ¥ = %

MORE THAN 1,000 KOWLOON CITY RESIDENTS TOOK PART iN THE
DISTRICT'S KEEP HONG KONG CLEAN CAMPAIGN AND WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
GALA AT THE KO SHAN ROAD FOOTBALIL PITCH TODAY (SUNDAY).

THE GALA WAS JOINTLY ORGANISED BY THE KOWLOON CITY DISTRICT
BOARD, THE URBAN COUNCIL AND THE KOWLOON CITY DISTRICT OFFICE TO
AROUSE LOCAL RESIDENTS' AWARENESS OF ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANLINESS AND
HYGIENE.

/SPEAKING AT
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SPEAKING AT THE OPENING CEREMONY, THE KOWLOON CITY DISTRICT
BOARD CHAIRMAN, MR WONG SIK-KONG, SAID ACTIVE INVOLVEMENT FROM THE
RESIDENTS WAS ESSENTIAL IN STRIVING FOR A BETTER HOME AND A CLEANER
COMMUNTITY .

"THE SPIRIT OF THE CAMPAIGN IS TO [MPROVE THE ENVIRONMENT AND
THE LIVING QUALITY," HE SAID.

HE NOTED THAT A SERIES OF ACTIVITIES HAD BEEN SUCCESSFULLY
ORGANISED DURING THE CAMPAIGN. THESE INCLUDED THE KEEP HONG KONG
CLEAN DAY FILM SHOW, BLOCK-TO-BLOCK CLEAN-UP OPERATIONS,
BOOK-MARK DESIGN AND PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITIONS.

ALSO SPEAKING AT THE CEREMONY, URBAN COUNCILLOR, MR PAO PING- -
WING POINTED OUT THAT THE URBAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT WILL CARRY OUT
YEAR-END CLEAN-UP OPERATIONS BETWEEN FEBRUARY 2 AND 13 TO HELP
RESIDENTS DISPOSE THE UNWANTED BEFORE THE LUNAR NEW YEAR.

A CEREMONY TO LAUNCH THE OPERATIONS WAS ALSO HELD DURING THE
GALA.

THE GALA FEATURED STALL GAMES , POP SINGING, A HANDICRAFT
CORNER, MINI-TRAIN RIDES AND A LUCKY DRAW ,

PRIZES WERE PRESENTED TO WINNERS OF THE " KEEP HONG KONG CLEAN
CAMPAIGN BOOK-MARK DESIGN COMPETITION" AND THE "WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION" AT THE GALA.

OTHER OFFICIATING GUESTS INCLUDED THE KOWLOON CITY DISTRICT
OFFI1CER, MR DUNCAN PESCOD AND THE KOWLOON G ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE CHATRMAN, MR WONG CHI-KEUNG.
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GROUP BRIEFING SESSIONS FOR PROSPECTIVE ADOPTIVE PARENTS INCREASED
R R

THE SOCTAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT WILI, TNCREASE THE NUMBER OF GROUP
BRIEFING SESSIONS FOR APPLICANTS WHO ARE INTERESTED IN ADOPTING WARDS
OF THE DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL WELFARE.

A  SOCTAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN TODAY (SUNDAY) SATD THE
ADOPTION UNIT OF THE DEPARTMENT HAD ORGANISED A SERIES OF GROUP
BRIEFING SESSIONS TO REPLACE INDIVIDUAL INTAKE INTERVIEWS FOR
PROSPECTIVE ADOPTIVE PARENTS, STARTING FROM LAST DECEMBER.

"THE PURPOSE OF GROUP BRIEFING SESSIONS IS TO ENABLE APPLICANTS
TO ACQUIRE BASIC UNDERSTANDING OF THE OBJECTIVES OF ADOPTION
SERVICE, THE GENERAL ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA AND REQUIREMENTS AS WELL AS

THE MEANING AND COMMITMENT OF ADOPTION," HE SAID.

IN ADDITION, IT WILL GIVE APPLICANTS MORE CHANCES TO LEARN
ABOUT ADOPTION THROUGH DISCUSSTON WITH OTHER APPLICANTS, HE ADDED.

/"OWING TO
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EMPLOYEES MUST BE GRANTED STATUTORY HOLIDAYS
¥ 5 5% ¢

EMPLOYERS ARE TODAY (SUNDAY) REMINDED THAT THEY ARE REQUIRED BY
LAW TO GRANT 11 STATUTORY HOLIDAYS TO THEIR EMPLOYEES EVERY YEAR OR
ELSE THEY WILI, FACE PROSECUTION.

THE WARNING FOLLOWS A COURT CASE EARLIER THIS MONTH IN WHICH A
PUBLIC LIGHT BUS OPERATOR WAS FINED $3,500 BY A NORTH
KOWLOON MAGISTRATE FOR FAILING TO COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENT.

DURING A ROUTINE INSPECTION, LABOUR INSPECTORS FOUND THAT THE
PROPRIETOR OF HONOR MOTORS COMPANY, LI PING-CHUNG, HAD NOT GRANTED
STATUTORY HOLIDAYS TO THREE OF HIS EMPLOYEES AS REQUIRED UNDER THE
EMPLOYMENT ORDINANCE.

ACCORDING TO THE LAW, ALL EMPLOYEES, INCLUDING FOREIGN DOMESTIC
HELPERS, ARE ENTITLED TO 11 STATUTORY HOLIDAYS IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR
WAGES AND MUST BE PAID FOR THE HOLIDAYS TAKEN IF THEY HAVE WORKED
CONTINUOUSLY FOR THE SAME EMPLOYER FOR THREE MONTHS OR LONGER.

THE 11 HOLIDAYS ARE:

* THE FIRST DAY OF JANUARY;

+ LUNAR NEW YEAR'S DAY;

¥ THE SECOND DAY OF LUNAR NEW YEAR;

+ THE THIRD DAY OF LUNAR NEW YEAR;

¥ CHING MING FESTIVAL;

* TUEN NG (DRAGON BOAT) FESTIVAL;

+ THE DAY FOLLOWING THE CHINESE MID-AUTUMN FESTIVAL;

¥ CHUNG YEUNG FESTIVAL;

* CHINESE WINTER SOLSTICE FESTIVAL OR CHRISTMAS DAY AT THE
EMPLOYER'S OPTION; AND
2 FLOATING HOLIDAYS.

[F AN EMPLOYEE IS REQUIRED TO WORK ON A STATUTORY HOLIDAY, HE
MUST BE GIVEN AN ALTERNATIVE DAY OFF WITHIN 60 DAYS BEFORE OR AFTER

THAT DAY.

ANY EMPLOYER WHO BREACHES THIS PROVISION IS LIABLE TO A MAXTMUM
FINE OF $10,000,
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PROPER LABELLING FOR PREPACKAGED FOOD A MUST
* £ X % X

FOOD MANUFACTURERS, RETAILERS, DISTRIBUTORS AND IMPORTERS,WHO
PLAN TO INTRODUCE PREPACKAGED FOOD ITEMS SPECIALLY PREPARED FOR THE
LUNAR NEW YEAR FESTIVAL, MUST ENSURE THAT THE FoOD ITEMS ARE
PROPERLY LABELLED OR MARKED.

MAKING THE APPEAL, A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
STRESSED TODAY (SUNDAY) THAT ALL FOOD ITEMS 1IN PREPACKAGED FORHM,
WHETHER COMPLETELY OR PARTIALLY, MUST BE MARKED PROPERLY AS REQUIRED
BY THE THIRD SCHEDULE OF THE FOOD AND DRUGS (COMPOSITION AND
LABELLING) REGULATIONS.

"OFFENDERS, WHEN CONVICTED, MAY FACE A MAXIMUM PENALTY OF
$25,000 FINE AND SIX MONTHS' JAIL SENTENCE," THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

IN RECENT COURT CASES, HE ADDED, SEVEN FOOD RETAILERS WERE
FINED A TOTAL OF $24,000 FOR NOT HAVING PREPACKAGED FOOD ITEMS
PROPERLY LABELLED.

THOSE CONVICTED WERE A RESTAURANT, TWO BAKERIES, THREE SHOPS
AND A DEPARTMENT STORE. THE FINES RANGED FROM $2,000 TO $6,000.

THE FOOD ITEMS WHICH HAD NOT BEEN MARKED PROPERLY INCLUDED
QUKIYAKI THICK NOODLE,DRIED SPICY COD, DRIED SQUID SLICES, MINI-
VEGETARIAN MOONCAKES, FRITTER WITH TREACLE, EGG ROLLS,COOKIES, SMALL
CAKES, PEANUT CANDIES AND PLUM TABLETS.

THEY DID NOT HAVE THE NAME OR DESIGNATION OF THE FOOD, THE LIST
OF INGREDIENTS, THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE MANUFACTURER OR PACKER,
THE INDICATION OF MINIMUM DURABILITY,THE NUMERICAL COUNT OF THE
CONTENTS OR THE NET WEIGHT OF THE FOOD OR THE NET VOLUME OF THE FOOD
THE STATEMENT OF SPECIAL INSTRUCTION FOR USE AND THE STATEMENT OF
SPECIAL CONDITIONS FOR STORAGE, AS STIPULATED IN THE THIRD SCHEDULE OF
THE FOOD AND DRUGS (COMPOSITION AND LABELLING) REGULATIONS.

i ey e

POLICE ANTI-VICE, DRUGS AND ILLEGAL GAMBLING OPERATIONS
* 2 X % ¥ %

POLICE ARRESTED A TOTAL OF 15,748 PEOPLE IN 46,401 OPERATIONS
AGAINST VICE, DRUGS AND ITLLEGAL GAMBLING ACTIVITIES LAST YEAR.

A POILICE SPOKESMAN SAID TODAY (SUNDAY) THAT IN THE FIGHT
AGAINST DRUG TRAFFICKING, NARCOTICS BUREAU AS WELL AS REGIONAL AND
DISTRICT POLICE OFFICERS CONDUCTED 8,589 RAIDS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR,
RESULTING IN THE ARREST OF 6,651 PEOPLE.

/"APART FROM
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"APART FROM A RECORD SEIZURF OF 1,
OCTOBER, THE DRUG FIGHTERS O SEIZED 14 KILOGRAMS OF HEROIN, 59
KILOGRAMS OF OPIUM, 10 KILOGRAMS OF CANNABIS AND 21 KILOGRAMS OF
CANNABIS RESIN IN OTHER RA IDS LAST YEAR," THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

100 KILOGRAMS OF CANNABIS IN
5

ON THE ANTI-GAMBLING FRONT, POLICE LAST YEAR SEIZED ABOUT &2.7
MILLION TABLE MONEY AND BETTING SLIPS AMOUNTING TO $10.9 MILLION
1,205 RAIDS, AND ARRESTED 7,340 PEOPLE.

IN THEIR SUSTAINED EFFORTS AGAINST V ICE ACTIVITIES, THE CRIME
FIGHTERS MOUNTED 36,327 RAIDS AND ARRESTED 1,578 PEOPLE. A TOTAI OF
2,586 OBJECTIONABLE MAGAZINES AND 11,296 OBSCENE VIDEO TAPES WERE
SEIZED.

CREDIT CARD FRAUD SUCCESS FULLY DETECTED
¥ £ x ¥ % ¥

A CREDIT CARD FRAUD INVOLVING THF LOSS LOF NEARLY A MILLION
DOLLARS AND 90 INNOCENT CARD HOLDERS HAS BEEN SUCCESSFULLY DETECTED
BY OFFICERS OF THE POLICE COMMERCIAL CRIME BUREAU (CCB) AFTER A YEAR
OF DETAILED INVESTIGATION.

THE SUCCESSFUL SMASHING OF THE CARD FRAUD SYNDICATE, WHICH
USED HIGHLY ORGANISED AND SOPHISTICATED METHODS, WAS A BREAKTHROUGH
[N THE DETECTION OF SUCH CASES AND THE METHODS USED ARE STILL
CONFIDENTTAL.

CCB DETECTIVES ARE ENCOURAGED THAT THEIR SUCCESS IN THE CASE
MIGHT DETER OTHER CRIMINALS FROM USING SIMILAR METHODS,

THREE MEN AND ONE WOMAN INVOLVED IN THE FRAUDS ALL TAKING
PLACE WITHIN ONE MONTH - ARE NOW BEHIND BARS.

"THE USERS OF THE CARDS WERE NOT BEING CARELESS AND THEY WERE
COMPLETELY UNAWARE OF WHAT WAS GOING ON," OFFI1CER [N CHARGE OF 'HE
CASE, SENTOR INSPECTOR TAN BARLOW, SAID,

"YET THE SYNDICATE SUCCEEDED [N RECEIVING PAYMENT FOR THE
FRAUDULENT USE OF CARDS DURING THE BRIEF PERIOD OF TIME. BY THE TIME
THE CASE CAME TO LIGHT SOME OF THE CARD HOLDERS HAD LEFT HONG KONG
AND ONE WAS TRACED AS FAR AWAY AS FRANCE.

"THE METHOD USED WAS VERY DIFFICULT TO DETECT. THE SYNDICATE
SPENT A GREAT AMOUNT OF TIME y MONEY AND EFFORT [N SETTING [T UP.
THEY KNEW THEY STOOD TO MAKE A PHENOMENAL AMOUNT OF MONEY."

PAINSTAKING WORK BY CCB OFFICERS PAID OFF. SYNDICATE MEMBERS
WERE IDENTIFIED AND PUT OUT OF ACTION.

SEVERAL BANKS COMPLAINED ABOUT 'HE SE OF CREDIT CARDS TO

DEFRAUD THEM, USING HIGHLY SOPHISTICATED METHODS AND THE CCB WAS SET
IN THE TRAIL.

/MIT'S VERY
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"IT'S VERY EASY TO GET A CREDIT CARD IN HONG KONG. YOU CAN
GET ONE JUST BY HAVING A REGULAR JOB. IT'S A SOCIETY THAT IS USED TO
HAVING CARDS; PEOPLE HAVE TwO oOR THREE OF THEM. WITH THESE
CONDITIONS FRAUD IS ALMOST INEVITABLE," MR BARLOW SAID.

"WE HAD A GREAT DEAL OF CO-OPERATION FROM THE BANKS IN
BREAKING THIS CASE.

"YOU'RE EQUALLY AT RISK WHETHER YOU ARE A CARD HOLDER OR A
BANK."

MR BARLOW SAID THAT PROGRESS WAS BEING  MADE IN THE
INTRODUCTION OF CARDS THAT WERE FRAUD PROOF,

"THESE CRIMES HAVE TO BE COMMITTED QUICKLY, BEFORE THE VICTIM
CAN KNOW WHAT'S GOING ON OR THE BANKS REALISE THINGS ARE STRANGE.

“THIS CASE TOOK A LOT OF HARD WORK TO GET A CONVICTION AND MY
COLLEAGUES AND 1 GOT A LOT OF SATISFACTION 1IN GETTING THE CASE
RECOGNISED."

THE CREDIT CARD COMPANY HAS WRITTEN OF ITS APPRECIATION FOR
THE OFFICERS' "PAINSTAKING ENQUIRIES AND UNREMITTING EFFORTS" TO
COMMISSIONER OF POLICE MR LI KWAN-HA.

OTHER OFFICERS ON THE CASE WERE SENIOR INSPECTOR JEREMY DICKER,
DETECTIVE SERGEANT WONG KIT-FAI, WOMAN INSPECTOR CHIU CHI-PING AND
INSPECTOR HUNG TAI-WAI.






