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Call to stop using Wai Ling Sin
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Chinese herbal medicine retailers and wholesalers are asked to temporarily stop
selling a Chinese herb, Wai Ling Sin, to avoid inadvertent poisoning due to
contamination by a similar looking herb which contains podophyllotoxin, also known
as Kwai Gou toxin.

The measure was taken immediately by the Department of Health after it found
the presence of the podophyllotoxin among samples of Wai Ling Sin collected from
retailers in the past few days for testing and reports of further Chinese herbal
poisoning cases, a spokesman for the Department said today (Saturday).

The Department also appealed to Chinese herbal practitioners to temporarily
stop prescribing Wai Ling Sin, also known as Fung Che.

"Members of the public should also refrain from self-medication and self-
prescription of this herb. They should seek proper advice from Chinese herbal
practitioners before the use of traditional Chinese medicine," the spokesman said.

He said that following three recent cases of Chinese herbal poisoning by
podophyllotoxin, the Department had contacted some 53 wholesalers and 55 retailers
advising them to be on the alert of possible contamination of Wai Ling Sin by herbs
which contained podophyllotoxin, also known as Kwai Gou toxin.

Of the 78 samples of Wai Ling Sin collected from traders in the past few days.
seven were confirmed to contain podophyllotoxin.

Meanwhile, there are three more confirmed cases and three suspected cases of
poisoning by podophyllotoxin after ingestion of "Wai Ling Sin". The Department of
Health was notified of these cases by the Hospital Authority and a member of the
public.

"We are most concerned about these incidents and are writing to wholesalers
and retailers asking them to temporarily suspend the sale of Wai Ling Sin," the
spokesman said.

"Retailers are also advised to obtain their stock of Chinese herbs only from
reliable and reputable sources."




The spokesman noted that the retailers, whose stock of Wai Ling Sin had been
found to contain podophyllotoxin in the seven confirmed cases, had already
surrendered their stock to the Department of Health.

"All efforts are now being made by the Department to trace the source of the
incriminated herbs," the spokesman said.

However, he pointed out that there should be no cause for panic over these
incidents. Traditional Chinese herbal medicine has been commonly used by the
Chinese community. If used properly, it does not have harmful effects.

End

New Deputy Director for Home Affairs
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Mr Dominic Law Yiu-ming will assume the post of Deputy Director of Home
Affairs on Monday (March 18) following the transfer of Ms Sandra Lee Suk-yee from
the department.

Aged 46, Mr Law joined the Civil Service in 1972 and was appointed to the
Administrative Service in 1978.

He has served in a number of departments and branches including the former
New Territories Administration, the former Social Services Branch, the Health and
Welfare Branch and the Civil Service Branch before being promoted to his present
rank of Administrative Officer Staff Grade B this year.

He was the Assistant Commissioner for the Television and Entertainment
Licensing Authority from 1988 to 1991 and became the Commissioner for Chinese

Language in 1991.

His last posting was the Deputy Director-General of Industry.




New District Officer for Tsuen Wan
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Mr Gavin Munro Neville Ure will take up the post of Tsuen Wan District
Officer tomorrow (Sunday), replacing Mr Thomas Chow.

Mr Ure, aged 43, joined the Government Service in 1975 and was promoted to
the rank of Senior Administrative Officer in 1988.

He has served in the Urban Services Department, the former City and New
Territories Administration, Finance Branch, Land and Works Branch, Transport
Branch and Industry Department.

His last posting was Secretary of the working party to review the briefing out
system in the Legal Department.

End

Hong Kong Monetary Authority money market operations
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Cumulative
Time change

$ million (hours) ($ million)

Opening balance in the account 2,089 09:30

Closing balance in the account 1.559 10:00

Change attributable to: 11:00
Money market activity +515 11:30
LAF today -1,045

LLAF rate 4.00% bid/6.00% offer TWI 123.7 *4 0.0* 16.3.96

End




Unconditional MFN vital in preserving HK's confidence: STI
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The Secretary for Trade and Industry, Miss Denise Yue, returned to Hong Kong
tonight (Sunday) after a week of intensive lobbying activities in Washington DC on
the importance of unconditional renewal of China's most-favoured-nation (MFN)
trading status to Hong Kong.

"] stressed that unconditional MFN is of vital importance 10 preserving
confidence in Hong Kong during this critical phase of our transition,” she said.

Miss Yue said she had pointed out to senior US government officials and
members of the Congress the grave economic implications for Hong Kong in the event

of revocation or conditional renewal of China' MEN status.

She said she was very pleased to learn that US government's policy remained
firm, namely there should be unconditional renewal of China's MEN status in 1996.

However, congressional members had warned that the renewal issue would be

more difficult this year because of US-China relations and US electioneering politics,
she said.

Miss Yue said Hong Kong fully recognised the MFN issue was particularly
complex this year and her Washington visit marked the beginning of a co-ordinated
series of intensive lobbying efforts by the Hong Kong Government in the coming
months.

"In May, the Governor will visit Washington. The Chiel Secretary will also
visit the US in June. And Hong Kong's Economic and Trade Office in Washington
will continue to work together with the US business sector and other relevant parties in
the US," she said.

During her week in the US capital, Miss Yue had met the US Trade
Representative, Ambassador Mickey Kantor; the Assistant Secretary of State for East
Asian and Pacific Affairs, Ambassador Winston Lord; other senior US government
officials; as well as 12 Congress members.

She also conveyed Hong Kong's message 1O US business community at
meetings with the US-China Business Council and the US Business Coalition.

She had attended the Hong Kong-US and US-Hong Kong Economic Co-
operation Committee Plenary Session on March 15.




She also briefed US officials on Hong Kong Government's vigorous efforts in
protecting intellectual property rights in the territory both by legislative means and
through robust pro-active enforcement actions.

End

Chinese guidebook on slope maintenance published
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The Geotechnical Engineering Office (GEO) of the Civil Engineering
Department has published the Chinese version of the 'Geoguide 5' on slope
maintenance.

The guidebook presents a recommended standard of good practice for the
maintenance of man-made slopes and retaining walls in Hong Kong, head of GEO, Dr
Andrew Malone, said today (Sunday).

"The guide is primarily aimed at the engineering professions. However, it also
serves as a useful reference for property management people who are concerned with
slope and retaining wall maintenance," he said.

The general public, however, will be more interested in the abridged version of
the 'Geoguide 5', which comes under the title 'Layman's Guide to Slope Maintenance'.

It is a bi-lingual publication published by GEO in November last year to
provide simplified guidance on matters related to slope maintenance. It is free of
charge and 25,000 copies have already in circulation.

Dr Malone said people were beginning to get the message that regular
maintenance was essential for all slopes and retaining walls.

"Property owners should arrange for regular inspections of their slopes and
retaining walls within their own lots.

"If not properly maintained, a slope will deteriorate and a landslip may occur.
This could result in injury to persons or damage to property.

"If this happens, suffering and hardship may result and great expense may be
incurred in reinstating the ground and making the slope safe." he said.
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The English and Chinese version of 'Geoguide 5' are now on sale at $30 and
$40 per copy from the Government Publications Centre, Low Block, ground floor,
Queensway Government Offices, 66 Queensway, Hong Kong.

Copies of the 'Layman's Guide To Slope Maintenance' is available at all District
Offices or by calling the GEO slope maintenance hotline 2762 5165.

End

Fresh water cut in Mong Kok and Sai Kung
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Fresh water cut to some premises in Mong Kok and Sai Kung will be
temporarily suspended from 11 pm on Wednesday (March 20) to 6 am the following
day to facilitate testing of watermains.

In Mong Kok, all premises in the area bounded by Li Tak Street, Wong Tai
Street, Wai On Street, Lok Kwan Street, Chung Wui Street and Tai Kok Tsui Road
will be affected.

In Sai Kung, the affected area is bounded by Man Nin Street, Po Tung Road, Yi
Chun Street and Sai Kung Hoi Pong Square including Wan King Path and Sai Tsui
Path.

End

Salt water cut in Yau Tsim Mong
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Flushing water supply to all premises in Mong Kok, Yau Ma Tei and Tsim Sha
Tsui will be temporarily suspended from 10 pm on Wednesday (March 20) to 6 am the
following day to facilitate watermains works.

The suspension will affect all premises in the area bounded by Mong Kok
Road, Sai Yee Street, Yim Po Fong Street, Waterloo Road, Gascoigne Road, Hong
Chong Road, Salisbury Road, Canton Road, Man Cheong Street and Ferry Street.

End






