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MAJOR REHOUSING SCHEME FOR SHEK KIP MEI
arraernan

The first stage of the Shek Kip Mei rehousing scheme began today
and residents of the first six blocks are being given an opportunity to
apply for their new homes at nearby Pak Tin Estate.

The $80-million rehousing operation is to bring about radical
improvements in the living condition of the 62,000 people living
in this o0ld and overcrowded estate.

The Shek Kip Mei rehousing scheme is the first step in a bigger
programme to improve the homes of half a million people living in over
200 old blocks of Mark I and II design.

In announcing the scheme, the Deputy Commissioner for Resettlement,
Mr. John Walden said that after months of careful planning and preparation,
the department is now ready to embark on the physical task of putting the
project into reality.

It has set up a special Rehousing Unit in connection with the
multi-million dollar project.

An Enquiry Centre has also been built at Block 6, which is right
in the centre qf Shek Kip Mei, to provide convenient consultation services
to the tenants. It opens from 8.30 a.m. to 9.00 p.m. on weekdays and from

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sundays and public holidays.
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Under this conversion scheme, some blocks will be demolished to
make way for the construction of a new commercial centre and a new road to
serve the estate's tenants.

Other blocks will be renovated to provide self-contained living
units. After the conversion, the units will be twice as big as the present
rooms and each will have its own kitchen, toilet and private balcony as well
as mains water supply.

A commercial centre will accommodate shops, restaurants, schools and
a car park.

To enable the redevelopment and improvement works to be carried
out, the blocks will have -to be vacated and for this purpose the Government
has built accommodation in the nearby Pak Tin Estate to accommodate the
tenants who have to move out.

The Pak Tin Estate, which is only 300 yards from Shek Kip Mei, is
a new housing estate. Rooms are bigger than those of the old resettlement
estates and are provided with their own water, toilets, private balcony and
cooking space. Rents for the Pak Tin flats are:-

$29 for a 3-person flat,
#28 for a Lt-person flat,
#54 for a 5-to 6-person flat, and
#68 for a 7-person flat.

The estate will be managed by staff of the Housing Authority and

has all the amenities of a modern community centre. It has two primary

schools, which a}e already in operation, a reading hall, football fields, a

children's playground and émple open space.
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Tenants of Pak Tin will also be served by shops, restaurants and
a small commercial complex. They will have easy access to public transport
as buses and public light buses pass through the area.

The whole rehousing operation will be implemented in five stages.

The first phase involves rehousing residents of blocks 23 to 28 of Shek Kip

Mei estate followed by the renovation of the buildings.

Staff of the Resettlement Department Rehousing Unit have written
to the tenants to advise them of the detailed arrangements on how they will
be housed, and will be supplementing this with personal calls on the tenants.

The various government departments, such as Social Welfare, Education,
Labour, Secretariat for Home Affairs and Urban Services, will be available
to help families who may have personal problems arising from the move.
Particular attention is being paid to the needs of handicapped people.

A workshop block is being built nearby for tenants who now operate
workshop trades so that these workshops no longer cause a nuisance to the
domestic tenants. Alternative trading space will be offered to shop tenants.
They will shortly be given details of the reprovisioning arrangements when

the time comes for them to move.
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MORE FUNDS FOR NEEDY UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
e o o o o ok o

Extra funds totalling more than $7.1 million have been approved
by the Government for its financial assistance scheme to aid needy
university students in the current academic year 1972-73.

The additional funds amount to an extra #918,000 for grants
and an extra $6,250,000 for loans, bringing the total funds for the year
to #3,780,000 in grants and $9,827,500 in loans.

The extra money is needed mainly because the two universities
have many more poor students than had been expected in 1969 when the

schene started. Increases in the cost of living since then have also

played a part.

The Government scheme of grants and loans for students is operated
by the Joint Universities Committee on Student Finance.

Early this year, figures showed that in 1971-72, 59 per cent
of the total student body at both universities needed some assistance in
paying tuition fees and certain unavoidable expenses, amd full assistance
for living expenses.

This meant that increases of about 32 per cent in grant funds
and about 200 per cent in loan funds were needed.

The Committee has therefore proposed a method of calculating
funds on a yearly basis which would match them with reasonable accuracy

to a Yealistic assessment of student needs. The proposal has been approved.
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Commenting on the changes, the Committee Chalrman, Mr. 5.F. Bailey,

said:- "The new system means that the major reason for a student finance
scheme can continue to be met."

"No student offered a place at one of the universities will
have to turn it down for lack of money. I believe Government's foresight
and commonsense in backing this should be recognised,'" he said.

Mr. Bailey pointed out that a majority of university students
were now the children of comparatively poor people and had reached the
university of their choice through hard work and ability.

Representatives of both the University of Hong Kong and the Chinese
University expressed satisfaction with the proposals.

They believed it could fairly be said that the Government was
meeting the highest standards which it could properly be asked in Hong
Kong in respect of financial aid for university students.

A Government spokesman said he agreed that the amcunt of money
required for the scheme would vary from year to year, depending upon the
resources available to students.

He said the important point was that the very considerable sums
spent on financing universities should not be wasted because of financial
difficulties experienced by students.

"This could at one time have happened all too easily, either
because an outstanding student was unable to afford to go to a university
at all or because having got to a university, he or she had to spend so0
much time and effort in earning money to do it that their studies

suffered accordingly.
/"The present sesess
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“"The present scheme should completely overcome this problem,"

the spokesman said.
Under the scheme, grants made each year are used to pay tuition

fees and certain unavoidable expenses such as books, while loans are

for the students' living expenses.

Note to Editors: Copies of a press release on the above subject
issued by the Joint Universities Committee on Student
Finance are distributed separately in the G.I.S. press
boxes this evening.
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IMPROVED WATER SUPPLY FOR TSING YI ISLAND
EEkE R

Work will begin soon on connecting the fresh water mains in the
Kwai Chung area to the water supply system on Tsing Yi Island to improve
the supply to people living on the island.

The project will involve the laying of some 5,000 feet of 15-inch
diameter mains from the junction of Texaco Road and Gin Drinkers Bay Road
in Kwai Chung to the Tsing Yi Bridge, now under construction.

The new water supply will become operative only after the completion

of the bridge which links Tsing Yi and Kwai Chung, and along which the mains

will run.

The project, costing about $320,000, will be the second phase of
a plan to improve the water supply to Tsing Yi -- the first was the recent
installation of a number of public stand-pipes.

The work is expected to be completed in May, next year.

T s N e el e

QUARANTINE RESTRICTIONS LIFTED
o ok o o ok o ok o ke

The Port Health Authority has 1ifted quarantine restrictions imposed
against arrivals from Saigon and the port of Danang in South Vietnam and
Phnom Penh (port and airport) the capital of the Khmer Republic.

The restrictions had earlier been imposed because of an outbreak of
plague.

However, quarantine restrictions are still in force on arrivals from

the port of Saigon because of cholera.
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RECONSTRUCTION OF ROADS IN NORTH POLNT
W o ok ok ok ko
Tour sections of roads in North Point are to be rebuilt to cope
with the greater wvolume of traffic in the area.

The roads to be improved are Tong Shui Road, between Java Road

and King's Road (western half); Power Street; Electric Road, between

Whitfield Road and Wing Hing Street; and North Point Road between
Java Road and King's Road.

A total length of about 1,400 feet of these roads, which are
in a deteriorating condition, will be rebuilt in reinforced concrete.

The work is expected to begin next month and take about six

months to complete.

Appropriate traffic signs and notices will be arranged in

conjunction with the works.
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OPENING OF SAU MAU PING C.D.0. SUB-OFFICE
T

The Sau Mau Ping Sub-office of the City District Office (Kwun
Tong) will be officially opened on Saturday, October 14.

Mr. J.M. Rowlands, the Deputy Secretary for Home Affairs and
five citizens living or working in Sau Mau Ping will perform the ribbon
cutting ceremony.

This sub-office is situated at Block 28, Sau Mau Ping Resettlement
Esﬁate, Sau Ming Road, virtually in the middle of the estate which at present
houses more than 110,000 people.

Cne of the aims of the Secretariat for Home Affairs, since the
introduction of the C.D.0O. scheme, is tﬁat services will as far as possible

reach the doorsteps of the people.

Administratively, the Sau Mau Ping Sub-office is part of the

C.D.O. (Kwun Tong). The officer in charge of this new sub-office is
Mr. Chiu Shing-kin, an experienced liﬁison officer who has also been appointed
a Commissioner for Oaths.

Mr. Jack C.K. So, the City District Officer (Kwun Tong) pointed
out that residents of Sau Mau Ping Resettlement Estate can in future make
statutory declarations and obtain the full range of C.D.0. services at this
sub-office.
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Note to Editors: The opening ceremony will take place
at 11 a.m. and will be officiated by Mr. J.M. Rowlands,

Dr. Tung Fei-lok, Mr. Kwan Shu-kei, Mr. Ma Hon-chin,
Mrs. Lee Ming-wun and Miss Kung Lai-wah. You are in-
vited to send a reporter and/or photographer to cover

the event.
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PASSING OUT PARADE FOR CIVIL AID SERVICES
PR

One hundred and fifty recruits of the Civil Aid Services will take
part in a passing out parade to be held on Sunday (October 15) at the
C.A.5. Kowloon Training Centre.

The recruits have just completed a series of basic training in
first-aid, light rescue, warden duties and other general training.

The Commander of the Royal Air Force, Hong Kong, Air Commodore C.L.
Godwin, will inspect and address the parade and take the salute.

He will also distribute special certificates to the three top
recruits and present Civil Defence Long Service Medals to 19 officers and
members of the Services.

The C.A.S. Footdrill Final Competition will be held immediately
after the parade.
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Note to Editors: You are invited to send a reporter

and/or photographer to cover the event which
begins at 10 a.m. The C.A.S. Kowloon Training
Centre is at 204 Argyle Street.
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