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Orderly repatriation to speed up
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The Minister of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, Mr Jeremy
Hanley is visiting Vietnam from April 8 - 10.

During the visit, he met the Vietnamese Deputy Prime Minister, Foreign
Minister, Vice Foreign Minister, and Minister for Planning and Investment. Talks
covered a wide range of bilateral and regional issues.

On Vietnamese migrants, agreements was reached to accelerate the orderly
repatriation programme in May with an increased number of flights. Both sides also
agreed on the importance of clearing outstanding names for return to Vietnam as soon
as possible. Priority clearance will be given to new arrivals and trouble-makers.

Following the Privy Council judgement, Mr Hanley asked his Vietnamese
interlocutors to consider what solution might be found to the problem of non-
nationals. They undertook to study the problem again.

Speaking after the talks, Mr Hanley said: "I am grateful for the understanding
and cooperation the Vietnamese government have displayed on this difficult problem.

"We are working towards the same objective - to have the camps in Hong Kong
cleared as soon as possible before July 1997."

This is Mr Hanley's first visit to Vietnam and first visit by an FCO Minister
since Mr Douglas Hurd paid the first ever visit by a British Foreign Secretary in
September 1994. He was accompanied. by the Refugee Co-ordinator, Mr Brian
Bresnihan.

End




Legal study visit to Hong Kong
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At the invitation of the Hong Kong Government, Mr Wu Minying, Deputy
Director of the Foreign Affairs Department, Ministry of Justice, People's Republic of
China, will lead a delegation of eight officials from the Ministry of Justice, the
Legislative Affairs Commission under the Standing Committee of the National
People's Congress, the State Information Centre and the Hong Kong and Macau
Affairs Office of the State Council to visit Hong Kong from tomorrow (Wednesday) to

April 17.

They will meet Hong Kong Government officials from the Attorney General's
Chambers, the Constitutional Affairs Branch, Correctional Services Department, Legal
Aid Department, Immigration Department, Independent Commission Against
Corruption, the Judiciary and Royal Hong Kong Police Force.

The visit is one in a series of reciprocal Legal Study Visits that provide
opportunities for officials from the Chinese and Hong Kong Governments to meet on a
regular basis to learn more about each other's legal system at a practical level.

Since the start of the Legal Study Visits programme in 1988, Hong Kong has
sent five delegations to China, and three Chinese delegations have visited Hong Kong.

End

DDGT to attend roundtable meeting in France
TR

The Deputy Director-General of Trade, Mr Tam Wing-pong, will leave Hong
Kong tomorrow (Wednesday) to join 50 other senior officials and trade experts from
Europe and East Asia for discussions on international economic organisation in the
post-Uruguay Round era at a roundtable meeting to be held in Evian, France between
April 12 and 14.

Organised by the European Institute of Japanese Studies in conjunction with the
Global Industrial and Social Progress Research Institute, the meeting will look forward
to the first World Trade Organisation (WTO) Ministerial Conference scheduled for
December in Singapore, with further multilateral negotiations in mind, aimed at
increasing the global contestability of national markets.
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The second in a series since March last year, the three-day meeting will feature
the theme of "Strengthening the Weak Link: Agenda for Europe and Japan & East
Asia".

Mr Tam will attend the meeting as an invited guest of the organisers. He will
actively participate in discussions at various sessions on such topics as "The European
Union and the APEC Process", "Further Multilateral Negotiations", "New Framework
for Negotiations", and "Contestable Markets and Global Coherence".

Three sessions will be devoted to the third item when experts will initiate
discussions on global contestability of national markets and extending the WTO
system to investment issues. They will also talk about competition policies and
regulatory trade measures, and regulatory reform and trade in services as well as
provlems for East Asia in the proposed framework.

As Hong Kong's representative, Mr Tam will present the territory's position as a
staunch supporter of free trade and a keen advocate of efforts in the multilateral arena
towards freeing up the global flow of goods, services and capital.

The meeting will be chaired by Mr Ulf Dinkelspiel, President of the Swedish
Trade Council and former Swedish Minister of European Affairs and Foreign Trade.
The Deputy Director-General of WTO, Mr Chulsu Kim, will be one of the guest
speakers.

End

Accuracy of HIV test kit
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In response to media enquiries on HIV virus test kit (IMxHIV/HIV2 3rd
generation plus kit) produced by the Abbott Laboratories which was found to have
produced very small number of inaccurate results, a spokesman for the Department of
Health today (Tuesday) said:

"The affected assay IMXHIV/HIV2 3rd Generation Plus had not been used by
the Department of Health including its AIDS Unit and Social Hygiene Clinics.

"The Abbott Laboratories had notified all purchasers of the affected assay of
the findings.
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"Institutions and healthcare providers concerned are advised to contact their
clients who had been tested by this affected assay to discuss any necessary follow-up
actions.

"People who had taken HIV test in the past six months are advised to contact
their attending physicians or handling organisations to ascertain if the affected assay
had been used and whether re-test is necessary."

Second quarter rates due on April 30
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Rates for the second quarter of this year are payable on or before April 30, a
spokesman for the Rating and Valuation Department said today (Tuesday).

Payment can be made using autopay under ratepayers' bank accounts. or the

Payment by Phone Service, or by post addressed to the Director of Accounting
Services. P O Box 8000, GPO, Hong Kong, or in person at any of the following

offices:

The Treasury Headquarters Collection and Payment Office. Immigration
Tower, first floor, 7 Gloucester Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong;

The Central Sub-Treasury, Central Government Offices (West Wing), 11
Ice House Street, Hong Kong:

- i

The North Point Sub-Treasury, Max Share Centre, first floor, 373 King's
Road, North Point, Hong Kong:

The Sai Wan Ho Sub-Treasury, Eastern Law Courts Building, ground
floor. 29 Tai On Street, Sai Wan Ho, Hong Kong:

The Yau Ma Tei Sub-Treasury, Kowloon Government Offices, fourth
floor, 405 Nathan Road. Kowloon;

The Kowloon City Sub-Treasury, Man Sang Commercial Building. first
floor. 348-352 Prince Edward Road West, Kowloon:




The District Office at Sai Kung, Sha Tin, Tai Po, North, Yuen Long,
Tuen Mun, Tsuen Wan or Kwai Tsing.

The spokesman said ratepayers who had not received their demand notes
should bring along those for any previous quarter 1o any of the Treasury collection
offices.

Duplicate demand notes will be issued to them, he said.

If they cannot produce demand notes for any previous quarter, they should
enquire at the Rates Accounts Section, Rating and Valuation Department, Hennessy
Centre, 17th floor, 500 Hennessy Road, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong, or call 2881
1033.

Non-receipt of the demand notes does not alter the requirement that the rates
must be paid by April 30 and unless so paid. ratepayers may be subject to a surcharge
of five per cent under Section 22 of the Rating Ordinance.

A further surcharge of 10 per cent may be levied on the outstanding amount
(including the five per cent surcharge) which remains unpaid six months after the due

date.

Ratepayers who have submitted a valid direct debit authorisation should note
that if the wording "Payment To Be Made By Autopay" is shown, payment will be
made by direct debit to their bank accounts on April 30.

They should then ensure that their bank accounts contain the necessary funds
on that date.

[f the above wording is not shown. they should pay according to the
instructions as set out in the demand notes.

To save queuing time, the spokesman urged ratepayers 10 settle payment by
autopay, under which their bank accounts will only be debited on rates due dates, or
using the Payment by Phone Service.

Application forms for autopay are obtainable from Treasury collection offices,
district offices and all major banks in Hong Kong or by telephoning 2881 1033,

For additional information regarding the Payment by Phone Service, please call

9000 0222 329.
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Post enumeration survey of 1996 by-census
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The Census and Statistics Department will conduct a post enumeration survey
to evaluate the completeness and accuracy of the results of the 1996 Population by-
census which has recently been completed, a spokesman for the department announced
today (Tuesday).

A sample of households enumerated in the by-census will be re-visited by more

senior field statt.

Houscholds selected for the post enumeration survey will be informed by letter
of the name of the census and survey officer who will visit them between April 11 and
26 to collect information on the number of persons in the household. The officer will
carry a certificate issued by the department for proving his/her identity.

"The conduct of such survey follows standard international practices for
evaluation census/by-census results," the spokesman said.

"The post enumeration survey, gazetted on April 3. is to be conducted under the

Census and Statistics Ordinance. Like the by-census, all information collected in the
survey in respect of individual households and persons is to be kept in strict
confidence and will be used for statistical purposes only, as required by the
" ordinance," the spokesman added.




Man jailed for employfient contract scam
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The Immigration Department today (Tuesday) warned that all foreign domestic
helpers are only permitted to perform domestic duties for their specific employers
under an approved employment contract. They are liable to prosecution and upon
conviction to a maximum fine of $50,000 and to imprisonment for two years if they
were found to have breached their condition of stay.

An immigration spokesman said: "Under the laws of Hong Kong, it is also an
offence to furnish false information to immigration officers in obtaining visa for Hong
Kong. Offenders are liable to prosecution and upon conviction to a maximum fine of
$150.000 and to imprisonment for 14 years. Aider and abettor are also liable to
prosecution and penalty.”

The warning was issued following a court case at Wan Chai District Court in
which a manager of an employment agent was jailed 20 months for preparing forged
employment contracts to support applications by domestic helpers for extension of
stay or re-eniry visa.

According to the spokesman, the defendant made use of the copies of identity
cards. tax returns and residential proofs of his clierits without their knowledge to help
a number of Philippines domestic helpers in such applications.

Those domestic helpers involved were eager to work in Hong Kong but failed
to find an employer in time to support their visa extension applications. The defendant
received a reward ranged from $3.,000 to over $15,000 in each arrangement.

A Filipina found working as a clerk in the defendant's company was also

prosecuted earlier.
She was sentenced to four months' imprisonment for a count of breaching her

condition of stay and a count of making false representation to immigration officers, to
be run concurrently.

End
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Organisers invited for Wan Chai Summer Youth Programme
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Non-profit making organisations in Wan Chai are invited to apply for funds to
organise activities for young people in the district during the coming summer vacation,
Chairman of the Summer Youth Programme District Co-ordinating Committee (Wan
Chai), Dr Charles Koo, said today (Tuesday).

"Funds will be available for local groups to organise social, recreational and

community activities for residents aged between six and 25.

"We hope the summer programmes organised can help young people to develop
their potential, encourage them to serve the community and raise their sense of
belonging," Dr Koo said. .

The 1996 Wan Chai Summer Youth Programme Grant will come from the
Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club's contribution and local fund raising activities. Last
year almost up to $300,000 was allocated to 17 local bodies in organising more than
120 activities for 9,000 participants.

Application forms and further details can be obtained from the Wan Chai
District Office which will assist in processing the applications.

Enquiries should be directed to the Wan Chai District Office, 21st floor, 130
Hennessy Road, Wan Chai (Tel. 2835 1990).

Deadline for application is Friday, April 19.

Water storage figure
* k k k¥

Storage in Hong Kong's reservoirs at 9 a.m. today (Tuesday) stood at 80 per
cent of capacity or 468.759 million cubic metres.

This time last year the reservoirs contained 390.289 million cubic metres of
water, representing 66.6 per cent of capacity.

End




Hong Kong Monetary Authority tender results

Tender date

Paper on offer

Issue number

[ssue date

Maturity date

Coupon

Amount applied
Amount allotted
Average yield accepted
Highest yield accepted

Pro rata ratio

Average tender yield

Tenders to be held in the week beginning Apr

Tender date
Paper on offer
Issue number
Issue date
Maturity date
Tenor

Amount on offer

End
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9 Apr 96
EF bills
Q615

10 Apr 96

10 Jul 96

HK$4,430 MN
HK$1,500 MN
5.18 PCT
5.20 PCT
About 36 PCT

5.22 PCT

16 Apr 96
EF bills
Q616

17 Apr 96
17 Jul 96
91 days

HK$1,500+300 MN

9 Apr 96
EF bills
H662

10 Apr 96

9 Oct 96

HK$2,160 MN
HK$800 MN
532 PCT

A rC]T
About 97 PCT

5.36 PCT

Hong Kong Monetary Authority

il 15, 1996 -

16 Apr 96
EF bills
Y688

17 Apr 96
16 Apr 97

364 days

HK$500+150 MN
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Hong Kong Monetary Authority money market operations
* %k k % %

Cumulative
Time change
$ million  (hours) (Smillion)
Opening balance in the account 2,467 0930 +337

Closing balance in the account 2,016 1000 +337

Change attributable to: 1100 +337
Money market activity +334 1200 +334
LAF today -785 1500 +334

1600 +334

LAF rate 4.00% bid/6.00% offer TWI 123.7 *+0.2* 9.4.96

Hong Kong Monetary Authority
EF bills EF notes

Terms Yield Term [ssue Coupon Price

1 week 5.20 2 years 2802 5.16 08.20
1 month 5.14 3years 3901 5.57 97.80
3 months 5.20 5years 5103 6.75 99.05
6 months 5.32 7 years 7302 6.02 93.18
12 months  5.66 5 years MS502 7.30 100.43

Total turnover of EF bills and notes - $16,548 million

Closed April 9, 1996

End






