RACKIT A AT
ENT INFORMATI
2 e e S
ONG KONG, TEL: !

Wednesday, September 26, 1979

PAGE.NC.
MID-YFEAR SURVEY COF HK ECONOMIC PROSPECTS 1979 eescesses

APPLICATICNS T]‘mUIT 43D FOR S.W,.D,.'S OPPORTUNITIL
-EDR Y‘.JUJ.I{ e CH oM e w

HK FIREMZIN TAKEL PART
ADVICE TC APPLICANTS FOR UK PASSPORTS
TEACHER TRAINING COURSE TO PROMOTE CANCZIING IN S
TENDER FCR SHORT-TTRIN TENANCY OF CROWN
. TO OPZN SOCIAL CNTRE FCR THE GLDIX

PRESENTATION CF DUKE OF EDINBURGH A JARDS




WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1979

- 1 -

MID=YEAR SURVEY OF HK ECONOMIC PROSPECTS 1979
¥ % % % % %

THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT TODAY (WEDNESDAY) RELEASED
THE RESULTS OF A SURVEY OF HONG KONG'S ECONOMIC PROSPECTS FOR THE
SECOND HALF OF 1979.

THE SURVEY, CONDUCTED IN JUNE THIS YEAR, COVERED 502
ESTABL ISHMENTS EACH EMPLOYING 100 PEOPLE OR MORE IN 10 MAJOR
MANUFACTUR ING INDUSTRIES AND 53 LARGEST CONTRACTORS IN THE
CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY.

OPINIONS WERE GATHERED ON THE SUBJECTS OF MARKET DEMAND,
?:EE%;:E:;, WAGES, MATERIAL PRICES, CAPACITY UTILISATION AND CAPITAL

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT SAID THE
SURVEY WAS A FOLLOW=UP TO THE ONE CONDUCTED IN JANUARY THIS YEAR FOR
THE PURPOSE OF ASSESSING MANUFACTURING AND CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES
IN THE NEAR FUTURE.

+|T CONSTITUTED ONE OF THE MANY SOURCES OF INFORMATION
SUPPORTING THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY'S LATEST ASSESSMENT OF THE
ECONOMIC SITUATION IN HONG KONG,+ THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

+SINCE THE SURVEY WAS CONF INED TO CHANGES BETWEEN THE SECOND
HALF BUT NOT THE FIRST HALF OF THIS YEAR AND THE LAST, IT WAS NOT
DESIGNED TO ELICIT YEAR-ON=YEAR CHANGES LIKELY TO OCCUR BETWEEN
1978 AND 1979,+ HE ADDED.

THE SPOKESMAN, HOWEVER, CAUTIONED THAT IN A SURVEY OF THIS
KIND, THE ACCURACY OF THE RESULTS DEPENDED VERY MUCH ON THE ABILITY
OF THE RESPONDENTS TO PREDICT THE ECONOMIC TREND OF THE NEAR FUTURE.

+EXPERIENCE IND ICATES THAT RESPONDENTS TEND TO BE CONSERVATIVE
ABOUT THEIR EXPECTATIONS. THE CONSENSUS THUS OBTAINED SHOULD
THEREFORE BE INTERPRETED NOT IN ISOLATION, BUT AGAINST THE DYNAMIC
NATURE OF THE HONG KONG ECONOMY,+ HE ADDED.

AS FAR AS THE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY |S CONCERNED, THE SURVEY
SHOWED THAT THE DEMAND FOR ITS PRODUCTS AND SERVICES WOULD INCREASE
BY FIVE PER CENT IN THE SECOND HALF OF 1979 OVER THE CORRESPONDING
PERIOD OF 1978. THIS EXPECTED INCREASE HAS BEEN RECKONED IN TERMS
OF ACTUAL QUANTITIES WITH THE EFFECT OF PRICE INCREASES DISCOUNTED.

PRODUCTS SOLD AND INDUSTRIAL SERVICES PERFORMED BY THE SURVEYED
MANUFACTURERS TO OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS WERE EXPECTED TO INCREASE BY FIVE
PER CENT, WHILE SALES TO THE LOCAL MARKET WOULD PROBABLY INCREASE
LESS, BY THREE PER CENT BETWEEN THE TwO PER10DS.
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THE IR EXPORTS TO THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY COULD INCREASE
BEYOND THE OVERALL RATE BUT THIS WAS NOT LIKELY TO BE THE CASE FOR
THE UNITED STATES AND UNITED KINGDOM MARKETS.

THE SURVEY ALSO SUGGESTED THAT THE WATCHES, ELECTRONICS,
PRINTING AND FOOD INDUSTRIES WOULD PROBABLY PERFORM BETTER THAN THE
Ig;;ILES, CLOTHING AND PLASTICS INDUSTRIES DURING THE SECOND HALF OF

MOREOVER, IT SHOWED THAT EMPLOYMENT IN THE VARIOUS MANUFACTUR ING
INDUSTR IES SURVEYED COULD INCREASE BY FIVE PER CENT, AND THE AVERAGE
!;gg i:;E ;g; OPERATIVES BY 12 PER CENT, BETWEEN THE SECOND HALF OF

1979.

THE PRICES OF RAW MATERIALS AND SEMI~MANUFACTURERS MIGHT RISE
BY 15 PER CENT BETWEEN THESE TWO PERIODS WHILE THE PRICES OF PRODUCTS
FOR EXPORT MIGHT INCREASE BY 10 PER CENT ON THE AVERAGE.

BOTH MACHINE CAPACITY AND FACTORY FLOOR SPACE WOULD CONTINUE TO
EXPAND DURING 1979, EACH AT A RATE OF ABOUT SEVEN PER CENT.

THE ACTUAL UTILISATION RATE (PRODUCT ION AGAINST TOTAL CAPACITY)
WAS EXPECTED TO BE ABOUT 88 PER CENT IN THE LATTER HALF OF 1979,
SLIGHTLY HIGHER THAN THE 87 PER CENT FOR THE FORMER HALF.

AS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY, CONTRACTORS EXPECTED RATHER

SIGNIF ICANT INCREASES IN BUILDING MATERIAL PRICES (24 PER CENT),
LABOUR WAGES (13 PER CENT) AND CONSTRUCTION EMPLOYMENT (11 PER CENT)
BETWEEN THE SECOND HALF OF 1978 AND 1979.

THE CONTRACTORS SURVEYED ALSO INDICATED THAT THEY WOULD INCREASE
THE IR MACHINE CAPACITY BY 16 PER CENT THIS YEAR.

-——-0---—
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APPL ICATIONS INVITED FOR S.W.D.’S OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH SCHEME
* % % X X %

GROUPS OF YOUNG PEOPLE WISHING TO CARRY OUT COMMUNITY SERVICE
PROJECTS INITIATED BY THEMSELVES BUT DO NOT HAVE THE MONEY WILL NOW
HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO DO SO UNDER A SUBSIDY SCHEME ADMINISTERED
BY THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT.

THE DEPARTMENT IS AGAIN INVITING APPLICATIONS FOR SUBSIDY GRANTS
UNDER THE OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUTH SCHEME WHICH ENCOURAGES YOUTH
GROUPS TO INITIATE AND IMPLEMENT INNOVATIVE SERVICE PROJECTS.

IT HAS FINISHED PROCESSING THE FIRST ROUND OF APPLICATIONS
FOR 1979-80 AND HAS ALLOCATED GRANTS TOTALLING OVER $61 000 FOR
32 APPROVED PROJECTS.

THIS BRINGS TO $550 000 THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF GRANTS ALLOCATED
FOR 455 PROJECTS SINCE THE SCHEME STARTED IN 1974.

PREVIOUS PROJECTS INCLUDED SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY, THE
DISABLED AND YOUTH, RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES, WORKS AND COMMUNITY
EDUCATION PROGRAMMES., THEY WERE CARRIED ouf BY MORE THAN 16 000
YOUNG PEOPLE, BENEFITTING AN ESTIMATED 676 000 PEOPLE.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT SAID TODAY (WEDNESDAY) ANY
GROUP OF AT LEAST SEVEN MEMBERS AGED BETWEEN 15 AND 25 YEARS,
SPONSORED BY A SCHOOL OR A YOUTH AGENCY, MAY NOW APPLY,

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS OCTOBER 31, 1979, AND ENQUIRIES
ABOUT THE SCHEME AND APPLICATIONS CAN BE MADE AT THE DEPARTMENT’S
COMMUNITY AND YOUTH OFF ICES IN THE VARIOUS DISTRICTS.

THE SPOKESMAN SAID A PROPOSED SERVICE PROJECT MUST BE GEARED
TOWARDS A SPECIFIC NEED OF THE COMMUNITY, AND IT SHOULD NOT EXTEND
BEYOND FEBRUARY 1 NEXT YEAR.

EACH PROJECT WILL BE ASSESSED FOR ITS YOUTH INVOLVEMENT,
COMMUN ITY BENEF ITS, INNOVATION, FEASIBILITY AND OPTIMUM USE OF
RESOURCES, HE SAID,

THE MAXIMUM GRANT FOR EACH APPROVED PROJECT IS $2 500, AND
THE DEPARTMENT’S COMMUNITY AND YOUTH OFF ICERS WILL MAINTAIN CLOSE
WORKING LIAISON WITH PARTICIPATING GROUPS, HE ADDED.

+THE SCHEME PROVIDES USEFUL OPPORTUNITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TO
PUT THEIR IDEAS INTO PRACTICE, THROUGH WHICH IT IS POSSIBLE TO
DEVELOP CO=OPERATIVE SPIRIT AND THE SENSE OF CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY
AS WELL AS TO BROADEN SOCIAL AWARENESS.

+THE PROCESS IS BOTH CREATIVE AND EDUCATIDHA#ﬁ IN THAT IT TAPS

IMAGINATION, DEVELOPS LEADERSHIP POTENTIALS AND STRENGTHENS
ORGANISING ABILITY,+ THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

----o----
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HK FIREMEN TAKE PAR; IN OQKLAND ATHLETIC EVENT
* *

A TEAM OF HONG KONG FIREMEN HAS BEEN SPECIALLY INVITED TO
TAKE PART IN A CHARITY ATHLETIC EVENT IN OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA,
THIS SUNDAY (SEPTEMBER 30).

+HONG KONG 1S THE FIRST OVERSEAS TERRITORY TO BE INVITED TO
E:EENEQEIY;N THE EVENT,+ A FIRE SERVICES SPOKESMAN SAID TODAY

IN A LETTER OF INVITATION TO THE DIRECTOR OF FIRE SERVICES,
M. FRED WATSON, OAKLAND MAYOR LIONEL WILSON SAID THAT BECAUSE OF
THE LARGE CHINESE COMMUNITY IN OAKLAND IT WAS ONLY NATURAL THAT
THE FIRST INTERNATIONAL INVITATION SHOULD GO TO HONE KONG.

THE HONG KONG TEAM, LED BY FIRE SERVICES HEADQUARTERS STAFF
OFF ICER. MR. CHEUNG SHU=-SHING AND PHYSICAL TRAINING OFF ICER,
MR. COLIN GREEN, LEFT FOR AMERICA TODAY,

THE SIX RUNNERS ARE DIVISIONAL OFF ICER MR. T.D.C. GARDINER=
STATION OFF ICER, CHAN KWOK-WING= ASSISTANT STATION OFF ICER
tﬂé gd?:ﬁﬂﬂgﬂ- AND FIREMEN WONG KIN=KEUNG, CHEUNG SHEK-ON AND

THE ANNUAL CHARITY EVENT, CALLED THE BRASS POLE RUN PERPETUAL
TROPHY, ATTRACTS THOUSANDS OF RUNNERS FROM THE SAN FRANCISCO BASE
AREA ALONG WITH TEAMS FROM MANY AMERICAN FIRE DEPARTMENTS.

THE PROCEEDS FOR TH!S EVENT ARE USED TO AID FIRE VICTIMS AND
THEIR FAMILIES.

—-r---u_-—.--—-—-_

ADVICE TO APPLICANTS FOR UK PASSPORTS
* % % % % X

THE IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT TODAY (WEDNESDAY) ADVISED APPL ICANTS
FOR THE UNITED KINGDOM ISSUED BRITISH PASSPORTS TO FILE IN THEIR
APPL ICATIONS WELL IN ADVANCE OF THE DATE ON WHICH THEY INTEND

TO TRAVEL.

THE DEPARTMENT ACTS AS AN AGENT FOR THE UNITED K INGDOM IN
RESPECT OF APPLICATIONS FOR U.K. ISSUED BRITISH PASSPORTS.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT SAID, DUE TO THE SEASONAL
INCREASE IN DEMAND FOR PASSPORTS ISSUED IN THE UNITED KINGDOM FOR
THE CHR ISTMAS AND NEW YEAR VACATION, DELAYS WERE EXPECTED.

+SUCH APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED TO THE DEPARTMENT LAST YEAR TOOK
12 WEEKS OR MORE TO FINALISE,+ HE SAID.

+NORMALLY IT WOULD ONLY TAKE EIGHT WEEKS,+ HE ADDED.

HOWEVER, HE SAID APPL ICATIONS FOR BRITISH PASSPORTS ISSUED IN
HONG KONG ARE NOT AFFECTED.

+THE PROCESSING TIME OF HONG KONG ISSUED BRITISH PASSPORTS
REMAINS AT 10 WORKING DAYS,+ HE SAID.

—---'0-—--
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TEACHER TRAINING COURSE TO PROMOTE CANOEING IN SCHOOLS
* % % % X *

SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS HOLDING BRONZE MEDALLIONS IN LIFE=-
SAVING ARE INVITED TO JOIN AN EIGHT=SESSION CANOEING PROF ICIENCY
COURSE TO BE HELD IN OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER.

AN EDUCATION DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN SAID THE COURSE, ORGANISED
BY THE PHYSICAL EDUCATION SECTION, WAS DESIGNED TO TRAIN TEACHERS
IN CANOE ING AND TO PROMOTE THE SPORT IN THEIR SCHOOLS.

+CANOE HANDL ING, SAFETY PRECAUTIONS, BASIC STROKES, RESCUE
PROCEDURE AND DRILL, CANOE BUILDING AND REPAIRING, AND CANOE ING
EXPEDITIONS WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE COURSE,+ HE SAID.

PARTICIPATING TEACHERS MUST BE PREPARED TO ATTEND ALL THE
SESSIONS TO BE HELD ON OCTOBER 13, 14, 20, 21, 27 AND 28, AND ON
NOVEMBER 3 AND &,

THE VENUE IS THE TA! MEI TUK SCHOOLS SAILING AND CANOE ING
CENTRE IN TAl PO, NEW TERRITORIES, AND THE HOURS ARE FROM 10 A.M.
TO & P.M. EACH DAY,

TEACHERS INTERESTED IN ATTENDING CAN APPLY THROUGH THEIR
HEADS OF SCHOOLS, THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

APPL ICATION FORMS SHOULD BE SENT TO THE PRINCIPAL INSPECTOR

(PE), (ATTN. MR. W.K. KAN), EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, PHYSICAL

EDUCAT ION SECTION, KOWLOON GOVERNMENT OFF ICES SEVENTH FLOOR,
405 NATHAN ROAD, KOWLOON, ON OR BEFORE OCTOBER 5

S o -

TENDER FOR SHORT-=TERM TENANCY OF CROWN LAND
x %k X X %

THE CROWN LANDS AND SURVEY OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENT IS INVITING TENDERS BY WAY OF ANNUAL RENTAL FOR A SHORT-
TERM TENANCY OF A PIECE OF CROWN LAND AT PRINCE EDWARD ROAD, KOWLOON.

THE SITE, MEASURING ABOUT 3 175 SQUARE METRES, IS FOR STORAGE
OF TENANT’S GbODS, VEHICLES, MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT,
TOGETHER WITH THE STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION OF GOODS AND CARGO.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE CROWN LANDS AND SURVEY OFF ICE SAID TODAY
(WEDNESDAY) THAT THE TENANCY WAS FOR AN INITIAL PERIOD OF THREE
YEARS AND THEREAFTER QUARTERLY.

TENDER FORMS, TENDER NOTICE AND CONDITIONS MAY BE OBTAINED
FROM THE CROWN LANDS AND SURVEY OFFICE IN MURRAY BUILDING, 19TH
FLOOR, GARDEN ROAD AND IN THE KOWLOON GOVERNMENT OFF ICES, 405
NATHAN ROAD, 10TH FLOOR.

THE TENDER PLAN MAY- ALSO BE INSPECTED AT THE TWO OFF ICES.

CLOSING DATE FOR ACCEPTANCE OF TENDER IS NOON ON OCTOBER 12,
1979.

- o= 0o aaas
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NOTE TO EDITORS:

D.S.W. TO OPEN SOCIAL CENTRE FOR THE ELDERLY
% * Xk % % % ¥ X

THE DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL WELFARE, MR. THOMAS LEE, WILL
TOMORROW (THURSDAY) OFF ICIALLY OPEN A SOCIAL CENTRE FOR THE ELDERLY
IN CENTRAL DISTRICT.

THE CENTRE IS RUN BY THE WESTERN DISTRICT WOMEN’S WELFARE
g&gngo PROVIDE A"PLACE FOR LEISURE ACTIVITIES FOR ABOUT 100 OLD

YOU ARE WELCOME TO SEND REPORTERS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS TO COVER
THE OPENING CEREMONY WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE AT 3 P.M. IN THE
SOCIAL CENTRE AT 60 BRIDGES STREET, SECOND FLOOR, CENTRAL.

----0-—--

PRESENTATION OF DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARDS
* % % % % %

A TOTAL OF 115 CADETS OF THE CIVIL AID SERVICES CADET CORPS
WILL RECEIVE SILVER AND BRONZE AWARDS OF THE DUKE OF EDINBURGH
AWARD SCHEME AT A PRESENTATION CEREMONY ON FRIDAY (SEPTEMBER 28)
AT 8 P.M. AT THE C.A.S. KOWLOON TRAINING CENTRE.

THIRTY=THREE RECIPIENTS WILL RECEIVE THE SILVER AWARD AND
82 OTHERS WILL RECEIVE THE BRONZE.

OFF ICIATING AT THE PRESENTATION CEREMONY WILL BE THE CADET
COMMANDANT, MR. NORMAN LEUNG, WHO WILL ALSO ADDRESS THE AUDIENCE,
AND HIS THREE ASSISTANTS.

NOTE TO EDITORS:

YOU ARE INVITED TO SEND REPRESENTATIVES TO COVER THE DUKE
OF EDINBURGH AWARD PRESENTATION CEREMONY WHICH WILL BE HELD AT
8 P.M, ON FRIDAY (SEPTEMBER 28) AT THE CIVIL AID SERVICES
KOWLOON TRAINING CENTRE, 204 ARGYLE STREET.

'---0--—-






