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MORE TURMING TO METRIC SYSTEM

%33 3

- MORE PEOPLE ARE MEASURING IM METRES AND WEIGHING IN KILOGRAMS
AS HONG KONG’S METRICATION PROGRAMME SWINGS INTO HIGH GEAR.

: METRIC, OR S.1. (SYSTEME INTERMATIONAL), UNITS ARE EASIER
TO CALCULATE AND ARE INCREASINGLY BEING ADOPTED BY MOST COUNTRIES
REPRESENTING ABOUT 95 PER CENT OF THE VWORLD’S POPULATION, ACCORDING
TO THE METRICATION OFFICER, MR. JiM MCGUINNIETY.

+I1T 18 ABSOLUTEL? ESSENTIAL THEREFORE FOR HONG KONG, WITH SO
MANY OVERSEAS CONTACTS, TO CHANGE OVER,+ HE SAID,

AN ENABLING BILL, WHICH WILL ALLOW THE GOVERNOR=IN=COUNCIL TO
AMEND EXISTING NOM=METRIC UNITS IN LEGISLATION AND TO PROMOTE THE
USE OF METRIC, 1S EXPECTED TO BE TABLED SOON AT THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL. -

WITH THE ENACTMENT OF THIS LEGISLATION, THE GOVERNMENT 1S
EXPECTED TO ANNOUNCE THE SETTING UP OF A METRICATION AUTHORITY
AND A SUPPORTING SECRETARIAT WHOSE TERMS OF REFERENCE WILL BE
TO PLAN AND CO=ORDINATE THE CHANGE-OVER,

MEANWHILE, SEVERAL GOVERMMENT DEPARTMENTS HAVE BEEN VWORKING
STEADILY TO BRING ABOUT THE TRANSFORMATION.

IN THE FOREFRONT IS THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, WHICH HAS
SET UP A SPECIAL METRICATION UNIT TO PROGRAMME, PROMOTE AND
OVERSEE A SMQOTH TRANSITION TO THE METRIC SYSTEM IN PUBLIC
WORKS PROGRAMMES;

THIS IS.BEING ACHIEVED IN THREE PHASES -= ACQUISITION OF
DATA AND EQUIPMENT, TRAINING, AND IMPLEMENTATION.

+WORK ON THE FIRST PHASE IS AT PRESENT REACHING 17S PEAK,+
MR. MCGUINNIETY SAID, +ALL MACHINES AND EQUIPMENT THE DEPARTMENT
USES ARE NOW BEING CALEBRATED IN METRIC UNITS.+

AS FOR THE SECOND PHASE OF THE PROGRAMME, ABOUT 3,000
PROFESS |IONAL, SEMI-PROFESSIONAL AND TECHNICAL STAFF HAVE HAD
INDUCTION COURSES AND TRAINING, AND A SERIES OF METRIC
INSTRUCTIONS NOW RUNNING TO THE 27TH ISSUE, HAVE BEEN DISTRIBUTED,

A NUMBER OF OTHER PAMPHLETS HAVE ALSO BEEN PREPARED BY THE
METRICATION UNIT, THE LATEST OF WHICH IS A GLOSSARY OF S.l.
TERMINOLOGY IN BOTH ENGLISH AND CHINESE. IT IS INTENDED THAT MOST
OF THESE PUBLICATIONS WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE FOR SALE TO THE
GENERAL PUBLIC.,

+THE FINAL PHASE, THAT IS IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SYSTEM, HAS
BEEN WELL UNDER WAY SINCE JULY LAST YEAR,+ MR. MCGUINNIETY SAlID.

+THE VARIOUS PWD OFFICES ARE NOW DESIGNING NEW PROJECTS IN

METRIC AND LAND SALES IN METRIC WILL BE INTRODUCED FROM JULY
THIS YEAR.
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+THE TOWN PLANNING AND ARCHITECTURAL OFFICES ARE PRODUCIN@
ALL NEW PLANS AND REPORTS IN METRIC AND MAPS ARE PROGRESS]VELY
EE ING PRODUCED USING METRES AND KILOMETRES INSTEAD OF FEET AND
MILES.

+THE WATERYORKS, CIVIL ENGINEERING AND HIGHWAY OFFICES HAVE
ALREADY LET CUNTRACTé IN METRIC, INCLUDING ONE ON A MAJOR
HIGHWAY IN TUEN MUN. :

+AS FOR THE BUILDINGS ORDINANCE OFFICE, THE BUILDING
ORD I NANCE AND REGULATIONS ARE NOW BEING REVISED IN METRIC, AND
FROM NEXT YEAR, BOTH IMPERIAL AND METRIC BUILDING PLANS WILL BE
ACCEPTED BY THAT OFFICE. THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT PROGRAMME
WILL REQUIRE THAT FROM JANUARY 1, 1977, ONLY METRIC PLANS WILL
BE ACCEPTED.

THESE CHANGES WILL PERMEATE ALL LEVELS OF THE COMMUNITY SINCE
A LARGE MUMBER OF PEOPLE FROM ALL STATIONS OF LIFE ARE IN THE
BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION TRADE, AND THEY WILL SOON BE REQUIRED
TO USE METRIC TERMINOLOGY IN THEIR EVERYDAY DEALINGS.

THE METRICATION UNIT HAS ALSO BEEN WORKING CLOSELY WITH
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING AND ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETIES AND PUBLIC
UTILITY COMPANIES, AND THROUGH THE PUBLIC WORKS PROGRAMME WITH
OTHER GOVERNMEMT DEPARTMENTS, PARTICULARLY THE HOUSING, RATING
AND VALUATION AND URBAN SERVICES DEPARTMENTS.

+THE EDUCATLON DEPARTMENT, AS FAR AS | KNOW, HAS CONVERTED
PRIMARY SCHOOLS TO THE METRIC SYSTEM, AND TEXTBOOKS WRITTEN WITH
IMPERIAL UNITS ARE PROGRESSIVELY BEING REPLACED WiITH DOOKS IN
METRIC PHRASEOLOGY. SECONDARY SCHOOLS TOO HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED
TO THE METRIC SYSTEM,+ MR, MCGUINNIETY SAID.

+THE RELEVANT SECTIONS OF THIS YEAR’S SECONDARY SCHOOLS
ENTRANCE EXAMINATION WILL FOR THE FIRST TIME BE CONDUCTE
ENTIRELY IN METRIC. .

+THE TWO UNIVERSITIES AND THE POLYTECHNIC HAVE ALSO ADOPTED
THE METRIC SYSTEM IN THEIR TEACHINGS.

+PARENTS WHO HAVE BY NOW UNDOUBTEDLY BECOME ACCUSTOMED TO
HEARING TERMS SUCH AS +DEGREES CELSIUS+ AND +MILL IMETRES+ THROUGH
WEATHER REPORTS FROM THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY WILL SOON COME TO
FURTHER METRIC KNOWLEDGE THROUGH THEIR CHILDREN, PARTICULARLY
DURING HOMEWORK SESSIONS. '

+1T MAY TAKE A LONGER TIME FOR THE TRADITIONAL HOUSEWIFE
BUYING HER CATTY OF CABBAGE FROM THE STREET MARKET' TO GET
ACCUSTOMED TO THE KILOGRAM, BUT IF THERE IS PROPER PUBLICITY
AND ASSURANGE THAT SHE WILL NOT BE CHEATED IN THE NEW AND BETTER
SYSTEM, EXPERIENCE HAS SHOWN THAT CONSUMERS TOO WILL QUICKLY
ACCEPT AND FINALLY PREFER THE METRIC SVSTEM,+ HE SAID.

NOTE TO EDITORS: PHOTOGRAPHIC COPIES OF A POSTER URGING THOSE
IN THE BUILDING TRADE TO *THINK METIC® ARE BOXE
FOR COLLECTION. :

-—--0—--—
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ROLE OF SCHOOLS OUTLINED
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THE ROLE OF SCHOOLS IN HONG KONG IS TO GIVE CHILDREN A
BROAD-BASED EDUCATION WHICH WILL ACT AS A SPRING BOARD TO
LAUNCH THEMSELVES INTO THEIR FUTURE CAREERS, THE DIRECTOR OF
EDUCATION, MR, KENNETH TOPLEY SAID TODAY.

+IT IS MOST ENCOURAGING TO KNOW THAT OUR TEACHERS ARE MINDFUL
OF THIS AND THAT THEY ARE DOING SOMETHING ABOUT IT IN A PRACTICAL
WAY,+ HE SAID WHEN OPENING THE FIRST |N=-SERVICE COURSE ON
DESIGN AND TECHRNQOLOGY FOR SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS RUN BY THE
HONG KONG TECHNICAL TEACHERS® COLLEGE, ‘

MR. TOPLEY ‘NOTED THAT APPLICATIONS FAR EXCEEDED THE NUMBER
OF PLACES FOR THE 20-4EEK COURSE, HOWEVER, SUFFICIENT GOURSES
WOULD BE OFFERED IN THE FUTURE TO ALLOW ALL APPLICANTS AN
OPPORTUNITY TO PARTICIPATE.

TEACHERS OF PRACTICAL SUBJECTS IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS FELT THAT
IT WAS DESIRABLE TO LOOK BEYOND THE DEVELOPMENT OF MANUAL SKILLS
TO THE ACTIVITY WHICH LIES AT THE CORE OF A LIBERAL PRACTICAL
EDUCATION - DESIGN WITH ITS ATTENDANT PROBLEM=-SOLVING CHALLENGES.

+IT IS FéR THIS REASON THAT THE COURSE IS BEING OFFERED TO
SERVING TEACHERS OF PRACTICAL SUBJECTS,+ MR. TOPLEY SAID,

HE POINTED OUT THAT THE MORE CHILDREN WERE ENCOURAGED TO USE
REASON AND LOGIC, THE BETTER.

TEACHING BASIC SKILLS FOR THE SAKE OF TEACHING BASIC SKILLS
ALOMNE, WITHOUT GIVING THE CHILD AN OPPORTUNITY TO DEVELOP HIS OWN
CREATIVE TALENTS, WOULD APPEAR TO BE A RESTRICTIVE FORM OF
EDUCATION.

+WE LIVE IN A TIME WHEN SOCIETY IS CHANGING RAPIDLY AND
NOWHERE 1S THIS CHANGE MORE APPARENT THAN IN THE TECHNOLOGICAL
FIELD = SO RAPID IS THE CHANGE THAT WHAT IS SOUND PRACTICE TODAY
MAY WELL BE OBSOLETE TOMORROW,+ MR. TOPLEY SAID.

TEACHERS SHOULD PROMOTE PERSONAL CREATIVITY AND ENCOURAGE
INDIVIDUAL IDEAS, PRESENT CHALLEMNGES WHICH WOULD HELP THE CHILD
GROW UP AS PERSON WHO WOULD BE ABLE TO COPE WITH REAL-LIFE
PROBLEMS. |

ALL TEACHERS, ESPECIALLY CRAFT TEACHERS, MUST GO ABOUT
THEIR WORK IN_SUCH A WAY THAT THEIR PUPILS DEVELOP AND ENJOY
THE SENSE OF WELL-BEING WHICH RESULTS FROM PARTICIPATING IN
CREATIVE PURSUITS, MR. TOPLEY SAID.
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'LUCKY* CAR MUMBERS FETCH $143,500
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TWENTY SPECIAL VEHICLE REGISTRATION NUMBERS WERE SOLD BY
AUCTION THIS MORNING FOR A TOTAL OF $143,500 WHICH WILL GO
INTO THE GOVERNMEZIMNT LOTTERIES FUND FOR CHARITY PURPOSES.

TODAY’S AUCTION, HELD AT THE CITY HALL LECTURE ROOM, SAW
THE REGISTRATION NUMBER BB28 FETCH THE HIGHEST PRICE OF é16,5DD.

BH3 WAS SOLD AT THE SECOMD HIGHEST PRICE OF $15,000, AND
THE LOWEST PRICE WAS $1,500 FOR THE NUMBER BES5225.

-THE OTHER SPECIAL REGISTRATION MUMBERS WERE SOLD AT THE
FOLLOWING PRICES: BH8 FOR $13,000= BB99 FOR $11:UDD= BD888 FOR
$9,000= BE333 FOR $8,500= BB3366 AND AF555 FOR {8,000 EACH=
BH999 AND BC7 FOR $6,500 EACH= AG300 AND BH3333 FOR $$6,000
EACH= BD2222 FOR {5,000= HK655, BHG666 AND 2202 FOR $4,500
EACH= ABS5678 AND BD77 FOR $3,500 EAGH= AND 1170 FOR $2,500.

SPECIAL NUMBERS SOLD AT AN AUCTION WILL BE ASSIGNED ONLY
TO VEHICLES REGISTERED IN THE NAME OF THE SUCCESSFUL BIDDERS
WITHIN 12 MONTHS OF THE DATE OF AUCTION,

TODAY*S SALE, THE 22ND IN A SERIES ORGANISED BY THE
TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT SINCE MAY 1973, BROUGHT THE TOTAL AMOUNT
OF MOMNEY REALISED SO FAR TO $3.64 MILLION,

n—--o-nan

NEW MARKET FOR MONGKOK RESIDENTS
3 3E 3% 3t 3t .

RESIDENTS IN MONGKOK WILL HAVE A NEW MARKET BY FEBRUARY
NEXT YEAR. :

THE TWO STOREY MARKET, TO BE BUILT AT THE JUNCTION OF
ARGYLE STREET AND CANTON ROAD, VWILL REPLACE THE EXISTING
MARKET WHICH IS ALREADY 47 YEARS OLD.

: IT WiILL OCCUPY AN AREA OF OVER 13,300 SQUARE FEET AND
IN ADDITION TO MARKET FACILITIES WILL HAVE A PLAY AREA AND
FIVE STAFF QUARTERS ON THE ROOF.

WORK ON THE PROJECT IS EXPECTED TO BEGIN IN MID-APRIL
THIS YEAR. .

ﬂ--vlno—l---
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UK GOVERNMENT Hu,?ﬁpﬂl.}?”n HOMG KONG SEAMAN

LEADING HONG KOHG SEAMAN, MR. WONG SUNG~FAT, HAS BEEN
HONOURED BY THE BRIT!ISH GOVERNMENT FOR HIS BRAVERY IN RESUCING
SHIPWRECK SURVIVORS M SHARK~INFESTED WATERS OFF THE COAST
OF FIJI IN DECEMBER 1973.

IN RECOGNITION OF HIS COURAGE, HE WILL BE PRESENTED —-
AT THE DIRECTION OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE =— WITH AN INSCRIBED
GOLD WATCH BY THE DIRECTOR OF MARINE, MR. ALLAN FLETCHER ON
MONDAY (FEBRUARY 2%4). : :

‘ THE {NSCRIPTION ON THE WATCH READS : +PRESENTED BY HER
MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT IN THE UN1TED KINGDOM TO WONG SUNG-FAT
LEAD ING SEAMAN, M.S. ?SOOCHOW?, IN RECOGMITION OF THE SERVICGES
RENDERED TO SURVIVORS WHEN M.Y. *ULUILAKEBA® SANK ON 10TH
DECEMBER, 1973.%

SEAMAN VWONG WAS A MEMBER OF THE FPFH OF M.S. SOOCHOW WHICH
WENT 70 THE RESCUE OF THE lL‘r“ﬂ ED ?ULUILAKEBRA® WHICH HAD
SUNK IN A STORM OFF THE COAST OF FlJl,

ALTHOUGH THERE WERE SHARKS IN THE AREA, SEAMAN WONG, 56
YEARS OLD AT THE TIME, UNHESITATINGLY WENT INTO THE WATER TO
RESCUE SURVIVORS AND WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN SAVING MANY LIVES.
THE RESCUE OPERATION LASTED THROUGHOUT THE NIGHT, WITH SEAMAN
WONG REPEATEDLY GOING OVER THE SHIP?S SIDE SWIMMING OUT TO
SURVIVORS AND BRINGING THEM BACK.

NOTE TO EDITORS:

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO HAVE THE PRESENTAVION CEREMONY
COVERED.. IT WILL TAKE PLACE AT 11 A.M. ON MOUDAY (FEBRUARY 24)
IN THE CONFERENCE ROOM IN MARINE DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS, 102
CONNAUGHT ROAD CENTRAL, HONG KONG.

ﬂ-hﬂ&—i‘ﬂ

WAN CHAl TRAFFIC CHANGE
3t 3% 3t 2t 3 3%

MOTORISTS ARE ADVISED THAT, WITH EFFECT FROM 10 A.M,
ON MONDAY FEBRUARY 24, NO RIGHT TURM WILL BE ALLOWED FOR
TRAFF IC FROM HENNESSY ROAD INTO ARSENAL STREET. A SPOKESHAN
FOR THE TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT SAID THE CHANGE WAS NECESSARY
TO IMPROVE TRAFFIC CIRCULATION IN THE AREA.

TRAFFIC SIGNS WILL BE POSTED TO GUIDE MOTORISTS.

—-ﬁ-o-.--ﬁ
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TRAGK AT HO FMAN TIN
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ONE OF THE REMAINING SECTIONS OF THE NEW TRACK FOR THE HUR
HOM RAILWAY TERMINUS WILL DE L.:"a!ﬂJTO LINK UP i'*.'HTH 'i:HE EXISTING "
RA ILWAY ALIGNMENT AT HO MAN TIN.

EXCAVATIOM AND DRAINAGE WORKS TOGETHER WITH THE COMSTRUCTION
OF RETAINING WALLS FOR THE TRAGKS W!LL BE CARRIED OUT FIRST AHE
OF THE RAINY SEASOMN. ; TRy R

WHEN THESE ARE COMPLETED 150 METRES OF NEW TRACK WILL BE
LAID AND 130 METRES OF EXISTING TRACK WILL BE RE-AL IGNED FOR

ualéHTTg EQ;EEQV.EJE'?'O” OF THE P.W.D. CIVIL ENGINEERING OFF ICE
: J3IBLE FOR THE DESIGN, WILL ALSO SUPERVISE THE
CONSTRUCT ION WORK ., : ,

WORK 1S EXPECTED TO BEGIN IN APRIL AMD BE COMPLETE Y
sApehl TR COMPLETED BY JULY

n::nnOnmnw

MEUNG YEE KUK NEW YEAR GATHERING
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'NOTE TO EDITORS:

THE HEUNG YEE KUK®S ANNUAL LUNAR NEW YEAR PARTY WILL BE
HELD AT 2.30 PM. ON MONDAY, (FEBRUARY 24) AT THE PENINSULA HOTEL.

AMONG THE 1,000 GUESTS EXPECTED TO ATTEND WILL BE THE
GOVERNOR, SIR MURRAY MACLEHOSE, WHO WILL ADDRESS THE GATHERING.

THE EVENT 1S AN OCCASION AT WHICH MEMBERS OF THE KUK
EXCHANGE NEW YEAR GREETINGS WITH GOVERMMENT OFFICIALS WORK ING
IN THE NEW TERRITORIES. THIS YEAR, THE PARTY HAS BEEN EXPANDED
T0 INCLUDE RURAL COMMITTEE OFFICIALS AND VILLAGE REPRESENTATIVES.

YOU ARE INVITED TO SEND A REPORTER AND/OR A PHOTOGRAPHER TO
COVER THE PARTY.
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