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RECORD LOW TEMPERATURE LAST MONTH

36 3% ¥ ¥ M

SEVERAL NEW RECORDS IM TEMPERATURE PFADINGS WERE SET IN
DECEMBER 1975, =

THE MINIMUM TEHPER&TUPL OF THE MONTH, 4.3 DEGREES
CELSIUS, WAS THE LOWEST TEMPERATURE FOR 1975 AND V/AS
ALSO A NEW RECORD FOR 1JFle; ER.

THE MEAN TEMPERATURE OF 14.5 DEGREES CELSIUS AND THE
MEAN MINIMUM TEMPERATURE OF 12.1 DEGREES CELSIUS WERE THE
LOWEST ON RECORD FOR THE MONTH.

EXPLAINING THE WEATHER FOR DECEMBER, THE DIRECTOR OF
ROYAL OFSERVATORY, MR. GORDON DELL, NOTED THAT HONG KONG
EXPERIENCED COLD WEATHER FOR MNEARLY THE WHOLE MONTH EXCEPT
FOR THE FIRST EIGHT DAYS.

THE FIRST L!FHT DAYS WERE MILD AND HUMID. THE MONTH’S
MAX UM TL[PtHﬂTUPF OF 25.8 DEGREES CELSIUS WAS RECORDED ON
DECEMBER 7.

HOWEVER, WITH THE ARRIVAL OF ﬂ CﬁLD FRONT ON DECEMEER 8,
TEMPERATURE BEGAN TO FALL STEADILY. THE WEATHER THEN REMAINED
CLOUDY WITH PERIODS OF RAIN fOR QUITE SOME TIME.

DETWEEN DECEMBER 13 AND 17, dLIGHT SNOW WAS REPORTED AT
TALI MO SHAW WHILE WIDESPREAD IiL AND FROST WERE OBSERVED ON
HIGH GROUND ARD IN THE NEW TERRITORIES., THE LOWEST TEMPERATURE
OF 4,3 DEGREES CELSIUS WAS huxxn. D ON DECEMBER 14.

MR. BELL NOTED THAT IT | .; OF INTEREST THAT DURIKG
THIS P Fifﬁ THE AIR FL.PERATU S LtLE ABOVE FREEZING AT ALL
LEVELS BETWEEN THE SURFACE AND 3,200 METRES,

HE SAID THAT ONE REASOMN FOR THE FORMATION OF WIDESPREAD
ICE WAS THAT +THE MOUNTAIN TOPS WERE COOLED BY RADIATION ARD
WERE COOLER THAM THE SURROUNDING AIR AT THE SAME LEVEL SO
THAT RAIN DROPS WOULD HAVE FROZEN AFTER MAKING CONTACT WITH
THE GROUND,+

THE WEATHER IMPROVED ON DECEMBER 15 AND THE REST OF THE
MONTH WAS FINE AND DRY. FIRE DANGER WARNINGS WERE IN FORCE
FOR THE ENTIRE PERIOD.
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WARNING ON WATER HEATERS
¥ % K 3k H* K

THE FIRE SERVICES DEPARTMENT TODAY AGAIN WARNED THE PUBLIC
TO BE CAUTIOUS WHEN USING WATER HEATERS IN BATHROOMS WHICH HAVE
LITTLE OR NO VENTILATION.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT SAID THAT WARNINGS HAD BEEN
ISSUED FROM TIME TO TIME IN THE PAST BUT DEATHS AND INJURIES
STILL OCCURRED.

SINCE APRIL LAST YEAR, THERE HAD BEEN 15 CASES OF BATHRGOM
ACC IDENTS IHVDLUILE WATER HEATERS. -AS- A RESULT, TWO PEOPLE DIED
AND 13 OTHERS INJURED,

WHETHER THESE PEOPLE WERE OVERCOME BY GAS LEAKING FROM A
DEFECTiUt CYLINDER, OR THROUGH LACK OF OXYGEN,+ THE SPOKESMAN
SAID, +THE DEATHS AHD INJURIES WOULD PRObﬁBLY NOT HAVE OCCURRED
HAD THERE BEEN PROPER VENTILATION, +

HE POINTED OUT THAT MANY SHOWER CUBICLES AND EATHROOMS HAD
BEEN CONVERTED FROM COLD TO HOT WATER SUPPLY BY THE INSTALLATION
OF A GAS HEATER.

HE SAID: +IN SOME CASES WHERE THESE CONVERSIONS HAVE BEEN
CARRIED OUT, PROPER VEHT!LATIOM HAS NOT BEEN PROVIDED.+

+WE HOPE THAT BY ALERTING THE PUBLIC, FURTHER TRAGEDIES
COULD BE AVOIDED,+ THE SPOKESMAN ADDED,

-—--Ou——'
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DUTY FREE BRANDY FROM MACAU
* % K X X X

THE DIRECTOR OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY HAS ANNOUNCED THAT
PASSENGERS ARRIVING FROM MACAU DURING THE TWO DAYS FOLLOWING
LUNAR NEW YEAR’S DAY, THAT IS, FEBRUARY 1 AND 2, MAY BR ING
INTO HONG KONG FREE OF DUTY ONE BOTTLE OF PORTUGUESE ERANDY
CONTAINING NOT MORE THAN ONE LITRE.

THIS IS IN LIEU OF THE CUSTOMARY ONE QUART BOTTLE OF GRAPE
WINE AT PRESENT ALLOWED.

————0.—-—-——

EXTENSION TO ARRAN STREET EYE CLINIC
* K K K X X

THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT IS TO ADD ANOTHER FLOOR TO
THE ARRAN STREET EYE CLINIC IN MONG KOK TO HOUSE ADDITIONAL
WELFARE AND MEDICAL FACILITIES FOR RESIDENTS IN THE AREA.

: THE PWD’S ARCHITECTURAL OFFICE IS TO BEGIN WORK ON THE
EXTENSION IN MARCH AND IT SHOULD BE COMPLETED BY AUGUST THIS

YEAR. '

THE ADDITIONAL FLOOR WILL PROVIDE CONSULTING ROOMS,
LABORATORIES, WORKSHOPS AND OFF ICE ACCOMMODAT ION.

AT PRESENT, THE CLINIC CONSISTS OF A ONE-STOREY BUILDING
AND 1S USED AS AN EYE CLINIC FOR FOLLOW - UP  CASES.

WHEN IT 1S EXTENDED, THE BUILDING WILL HOUSE TWO SPECIALIST
SERVICES OPERATED BY THE MEDICAL AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT.

THESE ARE A CHILD DEVELOPMENT CLINIC WHICH WILL PROVIDE
FULL-TIME ASSESSMENT CLINIC FACILITIES FOR PHYSICALLY AND
MENTALLY DISABLED CHILDREN, AND A CENTRAL HEARING AID REPAIR
CENTRE.

ﬂl--—O—-'l—
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OPENING OF NEW JAPANESE SCHOOL BUILDING
¥ K K K X ¥

THE JAPANESE COMMUNITY IS AMONG THE NATIONAL GROUPS IN
HONG KONG WHICH HAVE ESTABL ISHED SCHOOLS TO PROVIDE FOR THE
EDUCATION OF THEIR CHILDREN SO THAT ON THEIR RETURN TO THEIR
MOTHERLAND THEY WILL BE ABLE TO FIT INTO THEIR OWN NATICNAL
EDUCATION SYSTEM, MR. KENNETH TOPLEY, DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION
SAID THIS AFTERNOON

MR. TOPLEY WAS SPEAKING AT THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE
NEW SCHOOL BUILDING OF THE HONG KONG JAPANESE SCHOOL, 157
BLUEPOOL ROAD.

THE SCHOOL, BUILT ON A 28,000 SQ., FT. SITE AT THE TOP OF
THE ROAD, HAS 19 CLASSROOMS, 51X SPECIAL ROOMS AND MANY UTHER
ANC ILLARY FACILITIES. IT ALSO HAS A SWIMMING POOL, AT
PRESENT THE SCHOOL HAS AN ENROLMENT OF SOME 600 PUPILS.

THE SCHOOL WAS REGISTERED WITH THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
IN 1966 AND IN THE BEGINNING IT CONSISTED OF ONLY SIX -
CLASSROOMS IN TOWER COURT AT HYSAN AVENUE.

“WITH AN INCREASE IN THE SIZE OF THE JAPANESE COMMUNITY
THE SCHOOL FIRST EXPANDED TO HAPPY VIEW TERRACE AT BROADWOOD

ROAD AND THEN TO YUN PING ROAD.

BUT THE ADDED SPACE AND FACILITIES DID NOT PROVIDE THE
ENVIRONMENT THE SCHOOL BOARD WISHED JAPANESE CHILDREN TO
STUDY IN. IN 1973 LAND WAS OBTAINED FOR THE BUILDING OF A
NEW SCHOOL WHICH WAS SIMILAR TO A TYPICAL PRIVATE SCHOOL IN

JAPAN.

TO ENSURE A TRULY JAPANESE EDUCATION, THE SCHOOL BOARD /
HAS EMPLOYED ADMINISTRATIVE AND TEACHING STAFF FROM JAPAN,

CONCLUDING WITH A FEW WORDS IN JAPANESE, MR. TOPLEY
SAID HE WAS SURE THE SCHOOL WOULD CERTAINLY PROGRESS WITH
HONG KONG’S PROSPERITY AND HE OFFERED HIS HEARTFELT
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE SCHOOL BOARD AND THE ENTIRE JAPANESE

COMMUNITY.
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