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Governor: I very much hope that my successor, whoever she or he may be, will also
agree with me that accountability to the public is important which is why I do phone-
ins like this. And it makes me think that perhaps I should do more because there is a
huge backlog of callers I think this morning.

But there has only been one caller that - well two I think; one early on who
phoned us up from Happy Valley and one a bit later - there have only been two people
who have been critical. They have got every right to be critical, 1 just hope that they
won't feel inhibited in four-and-a-half years time in expressing their views in an
identically similar way. [ find that comparing British politics with Hong Kong
politics, people in Hong Kong are far more civil, far more moderate. Political debate
tends to lack the extremes which you find in Europe or North America. And that is
one reason why I think that if Chinese officials could just relax a bit, they would
recognise that people in Hong Kong, politicians in Hong Kong, are not a threat, not
even those who travel up to Peking with valid travel documents.

Question (Miss Lai) (in Chinese): You are our colonial official and it seems, being
Chinese, I should not praise you in the open but I can tell you my dilemma. The
performance of Chinese officials is very disappointing, they are calling you names.
Now at this time, well 1 think Hong Kong people are to be pitied at this critical

juncture. Now, they said that in the handover ceremony, well, you may not be there. I
think this is not to make you unhappy but rather we are made unhappy as Hong Kong
people, I think they are being too parsimonious.

Governor: | can assure you that I will be there at the handover ceremony - God willing
- and I am sure that everybody will behave with exquisite courtesy. It is extraordinary
that one should even think that leading officials should consider behaving other than
courteously. But there it is. I have never really been worried about the names I have
been called. I'll tell you why. Because in my experience in public life, if people call
you names it means they have not got a very good argument. If they have got a good
argument they can be sure that just deploying it will completely demolish you. They
only actually call you names if they haven't got a decent argument. So I really regard
that as a sign of success for Hong Kong because what I have been putting is Hong
Kong's point of view, not my own. I have been putting the promises that were made to
the people of Hong Kong and which reflect, I still believe, the aspirations of people in
Hong Kong.

End
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Final accounts for 1995-96 published

* k k k& K

The Government's final accounts for the financial year 1995-96, which ended
on March 31 were published today (Friday) in the Gazette.

Total expenditure for the year was $183.1 billion, almost exactly in line with
the revised estimate of $183.2 billion given in the 1996 Budget Speech. Total revenue
was $180 billion against a revised estimate of $180.7 billion. As a result, the overall
deficit for 1995-96 was $3.1 billion.

A government spokesman said: "The shortfall in revenue of $0.7 billion, or
0.4%, was made up of a number of pluses and minuses.

"Receipts from earnings and profits tax and from fees and charges were lower
than anticipated in the first quarter of 1996.

"This was offset, in part, by higher than anticipated receipts from stamp duty
following the increased activity in both the stock and property markets in the same

period."

The spokesman pointed out that the Government had drawn on the reserves in
1995-96 when investment in the Airport Core Programme was at a peak and as a result
the total fiscal reserves amounted to $147.9 billion as at March 31.

End

Government response to Manpower Panel Enquiry Report
k£ & % % *

The Secretary for Education and Manpower, Mr Joseph W P Wong, issued the
following statement in response to the report published by the Panel on Manpower of
the Legislative Council this (Friday) morning on 'Enquiry into the circumstances
surrounding the labour disputes involving imported workers under the Special Labour
Importation Scheme for the Airport Core Programme Projects (ACP) and related
issues':

"I received a copy of the Report this morning and would need time to study it
carefully before giving a considered response on its findings and recommendations.
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I am pleased to note that the report has made full reference to the
comprehensive package of measures initiated by the Government since the outbreak of
labour disputes late last year to improve the operation, and to strengthen the
monitoring, of the Special Labour Importation Scheme for the New Airport Projects.

"As a result of these measures, the overall situation has improved significantly.
Labour disputes involving imported workers under the ACP scheme are no longer a
problem.

"However, we will continue to step up our efforts in monitoring the scheme
closely to ensure its smooth operation. Meanwhile, all the previous labour disputes
have been resolved.

"Over the past few months, the Government has also established close working
links with those countries which export workers to Hong Kong for the ACP projects.
In particular, we have forged a rapport with the relevant authorities in China.

"Arrangements have now been put in place to ensure that the interests of
Chinese workers in the territory are well protected under the laws of Hong Kong".

End

Draft code of practice under discrimination laws discussed
* %k ¥k ¥ ¥

The Equal Opportunities Commission considered it unfortunate that the public
was led to believe that an undiscussed internal preliminary working draft of a code of
practice under the Sex Discrimination Ordinance presented to a working group
meeting, which needs much re-writing, represented the position of the Commission.

The Commission assured the public that any draft codes of practice would be
thoroughly examined and debated within the Commission before it was released for
public consultation.

During the process, it was the primary objective of the Commission to lay down
guidelines which promote fair and lawful employment practices under the Sex
Discrimination Ordinance (SDO) and Disability Discrimination Ordinance.
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The Commission's working group preparing the Code of Practice on
Employment under SDO has discussed today (Friday) an internal preliminary working
draft of the Code.

The Working Group had thoroughly considered the preliminary draft and felt
that many parts of it needs rewriting, including the part on personal appearance.

Specifically, the Working Group considered that the following guidelines
should be laid down in respect of personal appearance:

the policies should be reasonable having regard to the occupational
requirement and the changing social norms; and

the policies should be applied in a fair and evenhanded manner on all
employees in that no detrimental effects will be imposed on a particular

group of employees in complying with the polices.

The Commission plans to start consulting with the employment sector and
concern groups on the codes in August.

With the input from these relevant organisations and bodies, the revised code

will be published for general consultation with the public in October.

Thereafter, the Commission aims to introduce the codes to the Legislative
Council for approval in November so as (o enable the employment-related provisions
of the two ordinances to take effect before the end of the year.

End

New vehicle emission and motor fuel standards introduced
# % % k *

The Government is to introduce two new regulations to effect the upgrading of
vehicle emission standards and the quality of motor fuel in line with latest
international trends so as to improve emissions from motor vehicles for the abatement
of air pollution.

They are the Air Pollution Control (Vehicle Design Standards) (Emission)
(Amendment) Regulation 1996 and the Air Pollution Control (Motor Vehicle Fuel)
(Amendment) Regulation 1996 made by the Secretary for Planning, Environment and
Lands, which are published in the Gazette today (Friday).
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A spokesman for the Planning, Environment and Lands Branch said in the
"Second Review of the White Paper: Pollution in Hong Kong - A Time to Act"
published in 1993, the Government proposed, inter alia, a series of measures to tackle
air pollution from motor vehicles.

The new regulations fully implement the measures to exercise more stringent
emission standards for large diesel vehicles and the requirement to use higher quality
automotive diesel.

"In October 1996, the European Union will implement more stringent emission
standards for motor vehicles. Hong Kong will take the opportunity to require newly
registered vehicles to adopt, with effect from April 1, 1997, these upgraded emission
standards and other appropriate requirements of USA and Japan," the spokesman said.

From the effective date, a complimentary clean fuel will be available for use by
advanced motor vehicle engines.

"For unleaded petrol, the major improvements 1o be specified will reduce the
maximum lead content from 0.013 grams per litre to 0.005 per litre and limit the
maximum benzene content to 5% by volume.

"For motor vehicle diesel, the maximum sulphur content will be reduced as
specified to 0.20% by weight to 0.05%," he added.

The new emission standards will reduce particulate emissions from individual
large diesel vehicles by about 60%. Nitrogen oxides emissions will also be reduced by
about 10%. :

"These reductions will help arrest further deterioration of the air quality in
Hong Kong, particularly the serious problem of particulate pollution caused by diesel
vehicles," the spokesman noted.

"However. it will do no more than maintain respirable suspended particulate
and nitrogen oxides concentrations at their present unacceptable levels.

"Only with the additional breakthrough of requiring half the diesel fleet to use
unleaded petrol or a similar clean fuel can there be any prospect of meeting the Air
Quality Objectives for these two criteria air pollutants.”

The oil suppliers, Motor Traders' Association and the transport trades have all
been consulted on these measures who are generally supportive and in particular,
transport trades will not object to the regulations provided that motor fuel and vehicles
meeting the upgraded requirements are available without drastic increases in costs.
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Environmental Protection Department estimates that the new measures will
only have a negligible effect on the retail price of unleaded petrol whereas the retail
price of motor diesel will increase by 3% or $0.2 per litre.

The amendments will affect newly registered vehicles only. EPD estimates that
some vehicle models are already able to meet the new emission requirements and no
cost increase will thus be incurred.

For models which require modifications, there may be an increase in retail price
by up to 10%.

The spokesman said the Government was still working on proposals for higher
penalties and strengthened inspection programmes as further measures to tackle air
pollution from motor vehicles.

In the light of the public's comments and views, the Government is also
reviewing the proposed scheme to replace diesel vehicles of four tonnes or less with
unleaded petrol ones. For the time being, the existing emission standards will
continue to apply to them.

End

HK's role outweighs its size in international trade
% % % %k

Hong Kong punches well above its weight in the various international trade and
economic fora because of some particular strengths and a clear sense of purpose, the
Director-General of Trade, Mr Tony Miller, said today (Friday).

"Our first great strength lies in our unshakeable faith in a relatively simple
economic philosophy. We preach a simple gospel: free trade and the rule of law," Mr
Miller said.

"The first is easy enough to explain: our version is no tariffs, no quotas, no
exceptions. The second, the rule of law, is shorthand for the essentially democratic
rule-based post-war trading system, originally under the General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade (GATT) and now the World Trade Organisation (WTO)."
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Mr Miller was addressing the Lions Club of Hong Kong (Host) on "Hong
Kong's Role in International Trade Negotiations". It was his last public speech as
Director-General of Trade before he takes up his new post as Director of Housing later
this month.

The Director-General said Hong Kong's second great strength lies in the degree
to which its faith for free trade and the rule of law was shared throughout the
community.

"Government's belief in giving market forces free rein goes straight to Hong
Kong's origins. Business stands firmly behind us in this belief.

"The wider community's spirit of self-reliance and direct experience of the
prosperity which has flowed from practising what we preach provides a constant
reaffirmation of our faith," Mr Miller said, adding that few governments could boast
such united support for basic economic policies.

Mr Miller said its third great strength was the quality of staff posted to Hong
Kong's overseas offices and to the Trade Department, their professionalism and
enthusiasm in defending its trading interests overseas and their efficiency in
administering its trade controls at home.

"Our fourth great strength is that other trading partners recognise the first three
in our negotiating style. They know that we speak our minds. They know that we
know our trade theology," Mr Miller continued.

"They know that we fight fiercely in defence of principle. They know that we
are pragmatic problem solvers. They know also from experience not to confuse this
latter constructive approach to compromise with any weakness on matters of
fundamental importance.

"They know that, on technical matters, we are more than merely proficient.
Finally, they know that we are creative drafters and that our pens are always at the
service of those in search of imaginative solutions."

According to Mr Miller, the fifth strength of Hong Kong is the way that it is
poised between the developed and the developing world.

"This may puzzle some people. Take one look at our sky-line, our streets, our
shopping malls and concert halls and you know that Hong Kong is a developed not a
developing economy. And yet in the twisted logic of trade relations, we are de facto
developing," he said.




A 300

"This is not exactly of our own choosing, rather this is the way the developed
world treats us. Developed countries do not impose restraints on exports of textiles
and clothing from fellow developed countries. They do on Hong Kong.

"[ say this with no rancour. I say it simply to underline that the scars we bear
give us an instinctive sympathy for the underdogs in the developing world and their
needs and aspirations.

"As a developed economy with recent memories of what it is like to be
developing, we have a natural role as middle-man and honest broker. From this flows
a certain standing and an ability to influence the outcome of negotiations which we
would not otherwise enjoy."

Mr Miller said what made Hong Kong different was that as determined free
traders, Hong Kong had a very clear view of what it wanted to achieve.

"As beneficiaries of the liberal post-war trading system, we have a very clear
view of how we want world trade to operate," he said.

"We see ourselves very much as the conscience of the GATT/WTO, vigilant in
guarding against and exposing breaches of the rules, fierce in defence of our rights and
of wider points of principle, determined to repair the damage done by abusive use of
trade remedies, ready always to work with others in extending and perfecting the
grand design.

"Above all, we see ourselves as a beacon, a beacon of free trade, shining out a
promise of safe passage through the reefs and shoals of unfair trade, and a counter to
the siren voices of protectionism.

"What gives us our edge is our sense of purpose."”
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Fees charged under two health laws to be revised
* % ¥ %k %

The Government is to increase a number of fees under the Supplementary
Medical Professions Ordinance and the Quarantine and Prevention of Disease (Scale
of Charges) Regulations from November 1.

Announcing this today (Friday), a government spokesman said the fees were
last revised in November 1994 and the revision this time aimed to recover the full cost
of the services at 1995-96 prices.

"It is government policy that fees should in general be set at levels sufficient to
cover the full cost of providing the services," he added.

The proposed increase are nine per cent for the fees in respect of the
supplementary medical professions and four per cent to 23 per cent for the fees
payable under the Quarantine and Prevention of Disease (Scale of Charges)
Regulations.

The new fees are published in the Gazette today.




under the Supplem Medical Professio

Existing fee  Proposed fee
Schedule 3 to the Medical Laboratory Techuologists $ g
(Registration and Disciplinary Procedure) Regulations

Any alteration to the register under Section 10(2)
Restoration to the register under Section 10(5)
Registration under Section 13

Duplicate certificate of registration under Section 14(7)
Certificate of standing under Section 14A

Certificate verifying registration under Section 14A
Provisional registration under Section 15

Practising certificate issue under Section 16

Schedule 3 to the Occupational Therapists (Registration and
Disciplinary Procedure) Regulations

Any alteration to the register under Section 10(2)
Restoration to the register under Section 10(5)
Registration under Section 13

Duplicate certificate of registration under Section 14(7)
Certificate of standing under Section 14A

Certificate verifying registration under Section 14A
Provisional registration under Section 15

Practising certificate issue under Section 16

Schedule 3 to the Radiographers (Registration and
Disciplinary Procedure) Regulation

Registration under Section 13

Provisional registration under Section 15

Practising certificate issue under Section 16

Duplicate certificate of registration under Section 14(7)
Restoration to the register under Section 10(5)
Certificate of standing under Section 14A

Certificate verifying registration under Section 14A




ion of fees under the ons Ordinance

Existing fee  Proposed fee
Schedule 3 to the Optometrists (Registration and Disciplinary $ $
Procedure) Regulation

Registration under Section 13

Provisional registration under Section 15

Practising certificate issue under Section 16

Duplicate certificate of registration under Section 14(7)
Restoration to the register under Section 10(5)
Certificate of standing under Section 14A

Certificate verifying registration under Sec 14A

(Cap 141 sub.

For the issue of a deratting certificate
For the issue of a deratting exemption certificate
For supervision during disinsecting an aircraft and certification

For the issue of a bill of health
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More sites checked by factory inspectors
* % ok ok %

More than 110 factory inspectors of the Labour Department engaged in the
territory-wide special industrial safety operation checked 384 more construction sites
in the past week, bringing the total number of sites visited to 868 since June 21.

The latest round of intensive inspections resulted in the issue of 99 summonses
against building contractors for breaching industrial safety laws.

The total number of summonses to be issued under the Factories and Industrial
Undertakings Ordinance has increased from 168 in the first week to 267 up to
yesterday (Thursday).

The special task force comprising 10 factory inspectors inspected 45 sites in the
second week and recommended the issue of 31 summonses.

Another 100 factory inspectors involved in the special inspection exercise on
working at height and in confined spaces checked 339 more sites and recommended
the issue of 68 summonses.

Commenting on the inspection statistics, Chief Factory Inspector (Operations),
Mr Tse Ming-sing, said today (Friday) that the overall safety situation in construction
sites inspected so far was acceptable, though some 163 sites or one fifth of the 868
sites inspected would be prosecuted.

He said in the second week of operation, the sites selected were more scattered
and the proprietors and contractors were a lot more responsive to government's call for
better site safety conditions.

The breaches detected over the second week related mainly to failing to provide
suitable working platforms or scaffolds, failing to provide proper fencing of dangerous
places, failing to ensure the use of personal protective equipment by workers and
failing to provide adequate safety measures in the use of lifting appliances. These
were similar to the first week's findings.

The Chief Factory Inspector said the special inspection exercise would be
extended for one more week.

"Extending our special operation will give us more time to check whether sites
found to be in unsatisfactory safety conditions in the first two weeks have managed to

make improvements.
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"Our factory inspectors will also re-inspect some of the other sites to see if their
safety conditions remain satisfactory," he said.

"Factory inspectors have been told not to tolerate contractors and workers who
have failed to take safety measures in building sites.”

During these blitz operations, the inspectors will hand out pamphlets on
working at height and confined spaces to workers and site staff to alert them of the
necessary precautions and the 24-hour industrial safety hotline 2815 0678.

"We will take follow-up action on each and every call. Prosecutions will also
be initiated if contravention of industrial safety legislation is detected during our
investigations," Mr Tse added.

End

Three bays designated as marine parks and reserve
* % k % %

The marine parks at Hoi Ha Wan, Yan Chau Tong and the Cape D'Aguilar
Marine Reserve have been designated following the approval of the draft maps by the
Governor-in-Council last month.

A spokesman for the Agriculture and Fisheries Department (AFD) said the
designation of these parks and reserve would enable ecologically important marine
areas to be protected under the Marine Parks Ordinance.

The Director of Agriculture and Fisheries, as the Country and Marine Parks
Authority (Authority), will manage these areas for the purposes of nature
conservation, education, research and environmental enhancement, the spokesman
said.

The Hoi Ha Wan Marine Park is a sheltered bay on the northern coastline of Sai
Kung which covers a sea area of about 260 hectares. Thirty-nine of the 49 local coral
species recorded can be found within the area while marine invertebrates new to
science have also been discovered there.

The Yan Chau Tong Marine Park consists of Yan Chau Tong and an indented
bay outside Lai Chi Wo, with a sea area of about 680 hectares. A wide variety of
beach types and a diverse assemblage of marine habitats and communities can be
found. There are also fringing coral reefs, star fish and beds of sea grass in the area.
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Located at the southern tip of Hong Kong Island, the Cape D'Aguilar Marine
Reserve covers a sea area of about 20 hectares. It is an area of high biological,
geomorphological and geological interests.

The spokesman said public consultation on the proposal to designate marine
parks and marine reserves had been conducted since 1991. Meetings were held with
relevant advisory boards or committees, working groups and associations.

An order designating the area shown on the approved maps on Hoi Ha Wan
Marine Park, Yan Chau Tong Marine Park and Cape D'Aguilar Marine Reserve was
published in the Gazette today (Friday).

The new maps are now available for public inspection at the AFD headquarters,
the Land Registry, Sai Kung New Territories Land Registry, Tai Po New Territories
Land Registry, North New Territories Land Registry and the Marine Department
headquarters.

End

Green light for Castle Peak Road improvement works
* % % % ¥k

The Governor-in-Council has authorised the improvement works to Castle Peak
Road from Siu Lam to So Kwun Tan without modification. :

The authorisation is published in the Government Gazette today (Friday).

The project is mainly to widen the section of Castle Peak Road between Siu
Lam and So Kwun Tan from the existing one-lane each-way to a dual two-lane
carriageway.

It also includes the construction of a road bridge over So Kwun Wat River, a
footbridge near Fiona Garden, and associated pavement, slopework, retaining walls,
drainage and landscaping works, as well as noise mitigation works.

The works are expected to commence in November for completion in 27
months.
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Electric company's proposal still being studied
* % ¥ % %

In response to enquiries on a newspaper report today (Friday), a spokesman for
the Economic Services Branch said that the Government had not taken any decision on
the proposal by the Hongkong Electric Company Limited to build additional
generating capacity.

"The Company's proposal is still being studied by the Government," he said.

Findings on calling number display service published
* % % ¥ ¥

The Telecommunications Authority today (Friday) published a statement on the
public consultation on calling number display (CND) and has made proposals on the
implementation of the service in Hong Kong.

The service. which enables the receiver of a call to know the number of line
from which the call is being made before he or she actually answers it, is now
available in a number of overseas countries.

"We believe that it should also be available to Hong Kong telephone users,
such that receivers of calls may be in a better position to decide whether to accept an
incoming telephone call or not," the spokesman said.

CND is known to have a deterrent effect on nuisance calls and can be a key to
emergency rescue if the caller is unable to identify his exact location. The previous
public consultation has indicated wide public support for the service to be introduced
in Hong Kong.

"We have. nonetheless, not overlooked legitimate concerns of callers about
their telephone number being displayed automatically to receivers of the calls," said
the spokesman.

An inherent part of the proposal will be a requirement for the network operators
to provide free CND blocking services to all telephone users such that a caller may
choose to transmit his number or not.
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The operators will also have to comply with a Code of Practice in the provision
of the service to ensure that information relating to telephone numbers are being
handled properly.

The Telecommunications Authority intends to formally approve the service
later this year.

Copies of the statement may be obtained from the Office of the
Telecommunication Authority's public enquiry centre at 29th floor, Wu Chung House,
213 Queen's Road East, the office's Internet homepage (http://www.ofta.gov.hk) or its
Bulletin Board Service on 2834 1109.

End

Prison industry to adapt more business-like approach
* % ¥ %k *

The Correctional Services Department (CSD) has streamlined the operation and
management of its Correctional Services Industries (CSI) to adapt to a more business-

like approach in view of increasing pressures to compete in the changing environment
of market demands, the Commissioner of Correctional Services, Mr Raymond Lai
Ming-kee, said today (Friday).

Speaking at a lunch meeting of the Rotary Club of Causeway Bay, Mr Lai-said
CSD ran the largest government-owned industrial operation in the territory and CSI
had a commercial value of around $400 million per annum.

CSI employs over 7,600 people, about 7,300 are inmates of the 21 penal
institutions sprawled throughout the territory. In fact, its products are familiar to
everyone - such as uniforms for nurses, shoes for the police, letter boxes for postmen.

"Every time you walk on the pavement, drop a piece of paper in a litter bin,
look at a road sign to find where you are going, or smash your car into a railing, you
are encountering CSI made products," Mr Lai said.

The Commissioner pointed out that CSI was not in the business to make
money.
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"Rather than make money, we save money for Government by producing goods
which would otherwise have to be bought commercially, at a much greater cost," he
said.

"CSI's primary purpose is to assist the management of institutions by
eliminating the biggest threat - boredom. In the process, we hope we can inculcate
useful working habits which will help the inmate on release, and encourage him or her
to lead a law abiding life," he said.

In clarifying a misconception that CSI might be taking jobs away from the local
jobmarket, Mr Lai said over 99 per cent of what CSI made went to the Government or
quasi-government bodies.

"In addition, almost all the industrial operations carried out by CSI involve
products which are not otherwise made in Hong Kong. Who else makes concrete
slabs and kerbstones? Who else makes fibreglass litter bins?" he asked.

Mr Lai noted that another misconception, one which had become increasingly
of concern in the last few years, was one of human rights.

"Is using prison labour in this way tantamount to forced labour, and therefore a
violation of human rights? Again, I have to answer no," he said.

"The use of prisoners for labour is permitted under the 1957 Convention on the
Abolition of Forced Labour, provided that the jobs and conditions are no degrading or
cruel. I would rate the working conditions in CSI superior to some prisons of our
critics overseas.

Another subject which often came up when discussing prison industries was the
charge that exports were, in some cases, subsidised by prison made products, the
Commissioner said.

"A typical example of this is a line of denim clothing very popular in Japan.
Marketed as being made by murderers, rapists and the like, it goes under the brand
name 'Prison Blues'.

"Made in Hong Kong? No, CSI does not export. Made in China? Actually, no.
'Prison Blues' are made in Oregon, USA," Mr Lai said.

The Commissioner said the circumstances under which CSI operated had been
described as a businessman's dream - captive markets, cheap and plentiful labour, low
costs, no need to make a profit and no shareholders to answer to.
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"Unfortunately, it is not all a bed of roses. Take our labour supply for example
- yes, we have plentiful supply of cheap labour, especially in these days of prison
overcrowding, but we have no control over our supply.

"We cannot hire and fire, retain key staff or even lay off excess workers.
Furthermore, most of our workforce really does not want to be our workforce for
obvious reasons.

"Motivation is very difficult and as a result quality has tended to suffer. CSI
products had a reputation for poor workmanship, late delivery and unreliability. But
like many a monopoly, we had no incentive to improve our service - we had a captive
market.

"In the last couple of years, this apparently cosy situation has been shaken up.
As more and more government departments became public authorities, such as the
Hospital Authority, or became trading funds, such as the Post Office, our captive
market began to break free.

"Once these organisations no longer had to buy from CSI, our market began to
contract," Mr Lai said.

The Commissioner said serious steps were taken to listen to customers and to
take notice of what they were saying.

"We established quality inspections and improved training and machinery. We
have also recently began to hold stocks of finished goods to help us smooth out
fluctuations in demand and reduce complaints of slow or late delivery.

"We have installed a computerised manufacturing and materials control system
to provide essential information about current situations in our workshops and material
stores.” he said.

Mr Lai said although these were initial steps, there had already been tangible
results with complaints from customers down.

"We even have satisfied customers and we can now enter competitive tenders
and win them." he said.

The Commissioner noted with some irony that despite CSI not being a business
in the sense that people understand the term, it had had to become more businesslike to
survive.
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"Though employment of prisoners, not profits and dividends, are our 'bottom
line' we have recognised that if we do not give the customer wants he wants, when he
wants it at a price he finds reasonable, we will lose customers.

"And if we lose customers, we do not get sufficient job orders to employ
prisoners. In other words, we face the same pressures to compete, and the same
reasons for doing it, as every other commercial and industrial organisation in Hong
Kong," Mr Lai said.

End

[Laying of submarine cable systems at Lantau Island
* % & %k %

Authorisation has been given for the Hong Kong Telecommunication Limited
to lay four submarine cables at Tong Fuk, Lantau Island.

The project aims at providing more international channel capacity to meet the
rapid growth in international traffic demand.

Works will start this month for completion by the end of October. They will be
carried out within an area of about 360 hectares of foreshore and sea-bed starting from
Tong Fuk Beach southwards to Hong Kong border.

The extent of the area affected is described in a notice published in the
Government Gazette today (Friday).

Any person who considers that his interest, right or easement in or over the
foreshore and sea-bed involved will be injuriously affected may deliver a written claim
for compensation to the Director of Lands before July 5, 1997.

He should state in his submission the sum of money which he is willing to
accept in full and final settlement of his claim and should submit such particulars
which he possesses to substantiate his claim.

The notice (in both English and Chinese) together with the related plan can be
seen at the Lands Department's Survey and Mapping Office, 14th floor, Murray
Building, Garden Road, Hong Kong (where copies can be purchased on order), the
Islands District Office, 20th floor, Harbour Building, 38 Pier Road. Central, and Mui
Wo Sub-office of the Islands District Office, ground floor, Mui Wo Government
Offices, 2 Ngan Kwong Wan Road, Mui Wo, Lantau Island.

End
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PTA study parent education in China
* %k k ¥ Kk

More than 300 representatives from Parent-Teacher Associations (PTA) will
have a chance to learn about parent education in China at a symposium tomorrow

(Saturday).

The second PTA symposium - Parent education in China - is an annual event
organised by the Committee on Home-School Co-operation to provide PTA
representatives with opportunities to share experiences on various home-school
subjects.

The Deputy Secretary for Education and Manpower, Mr Joshua Law, and the
Chairman of the Committee on Home-School Co-operation, Mr Tik Chi-yuen, will
officiate at the symposium.

Two keynote speakers from China are the Deputy Division Chief of the
National Education Commission of China, Ms Liu Jiangping, and a member of the
Committee on Family Education in Guangdong province, Ms Liang Xuezheng.

Professor Wong Chung-kwong from the Department of Psychiatry, the Chinese
University of Hong Kong, will share experience of parent education in Hong Kong.

End

Consultation forums on language benchmarks to be held
* %k % * ¥

The Task Force on Benchmarking established under the Advisory Committee
on Teacher Education and Qualifications (ACTEQ) will hold two public forums next
week to solicit views from the teaching profession. school sponsors and the public on
language benchmarks for teachers.

The sessions will be presided by the Chairman of the Task Force, Professor
Felice Lich Mak.

The consultants commissioned by the Task Force to study benchmarks for
English language teachers in lower secondary forms; teachers of Putonghua and
teachers using Chinese as the medium of instruction in primary schools, will also brief
the audience and answer questions.
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Professor Lieh Mak said the Task Force and the consultants would like to hear
the views and comments of teachers, educationalists and the public before the
consultants finalising the recommendations.

The first session will be held on Monday (July 8) from 6 pm to 8 pm at Lok Sin
Tong Wong Chung Ming Secondary School, 161 Lok Sin Road, San Po Kong,
Kowloon. It will be followed by a second session from 2.30 pm to 4.30 pm on
Tuesday (July 10) at Morrison Hill Technical Institute, 6 Oi Kwan Road, Wan Chai.

Professor Lieh Mak also called on headmasters, teachers and educational
organisations to send in their written comments if they could not find time to attend
the forum.

Written submission should be addressed to the Secretary, Task Force on
Benchmarking, at Room 920, West Wing, Central Government Offices, Lower Albert
Road.

The Task Force was set up in January in response to a recommendation of the
Education Commission Report No 6 to language benchmarks for teachers as one of the
measures to improve the language standard of students.

End

Exhibition and seminars on Target Oriented Curriculum
* ok & k ¥

A three-day exhibition and a series of seminars on Target Oriented Curriculum
(TOC) will be held at the Hong Kong Teachers' Centre from next Tuesday (July 9) to
July 11.

Entitled "Collaboration: Key to Implementing Target Oriented Curriculum”, the
function is organised by the Education Department's Curriculum Development
Institute to encourage collaboration between parents, teachers, schools, Education
Department and academics in implementing TOC.

The Vice Principal of the TOC Assessment Unit, Mr Sou Hon-poo. noted that
so far. more than 900 teachers from 180 schools had applied for some 2,600 seats of

the 12 seminars.

Academics and experts will deliver speeches on TOC assessment and

professional development of teachers while school heads and teachers will share their
experiences in implementing TOC in those seminars.
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Speakers from the Chinese University of Hong Kong and the Hong Kong
Institute of Education will give keynote speeches on 'Designing assessment tasks for
English Language within the TOC framework’, "Teachers' competence in enabling the
Implementation of TOC' and 'Communicating Students' Learning'.

Experience sharing session on various aspects on TOC including school-based
tailoring, teachers' perspective, team building and impact on teachers will be held.

"Teaching and learning materials from the TOC Phase I schools, TOC packages
from publishers and resource materials from other countries practising similar
curricula will be displayed at the exhibition," Mr Sou added.

Interested parties are welcome to visit the exhibition which will be open to the
public at the Hong Kong Teachers' Centre, 4 Pak Fuk Road, North Point, between July
9 and 11 from 9 am to 4.45 pm. A pre-exhibition will be held on July 8.

Further enquiries should be directed to the TOC Resource Centre on
2762 0420.

Avid readers awarded prizes
* ¥ * £ ¥

More than 80 students from Hong Kong's primary and secondary schools today
(Friday) received prizes at an Education Department presentation ceremony in
recognition of their achievements in extensive English reading.

Among the participants, 14 "best readers" have each read more than 100 books
in the 1995-96 school year.

The Hong Kong Extensive Reading Scheme in English (HKERS) is an
Education Department initiative aimed at promoting reading habits among students
and improving their English proficiency through reading.

Some 75,000 students from 139 secondary and 41 primary schools in Hong
Kong took part in the scheme in the 1995-96 school year. Seventy-seven other
schools are joining in September.

HKERS was introduced in secondary schools in September 1991 and extended
to primary schools in the 1995-96 school year.
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"It is our plan to extend the Scheme to about 40 primary schools every year,"
the Deputy Director of Education, Mr T F Kwan, said.

"A significant feature of the primary reading programme is the inclusion of
information books to cater for different learner styles.

"Some students can read about facts and information on topics they are
interested in, while others may enjoy reading story books of adventures, animals, fairy
tales, and so on."

Unlike the class library, the Scheme features books graded by level, with
guidance provided by teachers to students on their reading.

Mr Kwan said HKERS was supplemented by an award scheme. This award
scheme has now been renamed after its sponsor as the EPSON Foundation Reading
Awards.

Also speaking at the ceremony, the Chairman of the Education Commission,
Professor Rosie T T Young, welcomed extension of the Scheme to the primary sector.

She said the Scheme not only allowed children to learn the language in an
enjoyable manner without too much conscious effort, but also enabled them to give
expression to their imagination and creativity in creative writing and artwork.

When parents read with their children, it would bring their hearts even more
closely together, she added.

End

Water cut in Sheung Shui
* k ¥ ¥ &

Fresh and flushing water supply to some premises in Sheung Shui will be
temporarily suspended from 11 pm on Monday (July 8) to 6 am the following day for
waste detection work on watermains to be carried out.

The suspension affects all premises in the area bounded by San Fung Avenue,
Lung Sum Avenue, Jockey Club Road and Tsun Fu Street in Shek Wu Hui.
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Hong Kong Monetary Authority money market operations
* % ok ok ok

Cumulative
Time change

$ mill b smill

Opening balance in the account 1,953 0930 +4
Closing balance in the account 1,955 1000 +4
Change attributable to : 1100 +4
Money market activity 3 1200 +4
LAF today 1500 +4
1600 +2

LAF rate 4.00% bid/6.00% offer TWI 124.5 *+0.1* 5.7.96

Hong Kong Monetary Authority

EF bills EF notes
Terms Yield Term Issue  Coupon Price
1 week 5.21 2 years 2805 6.30 100.09
I month 5.19 3 years 3904 6.30 99.20
3 months  5.26 5 years 5106 T3 100.03
6 months 5.47 7 years 7305 7.60 100.45
12 months  5.78 5 years M502 7.30 00.68

Total turnover of EF bills and notes - $11.756 million

Closed July 5. 1996

End






