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$600 MILLION PAID OUT IN PUBLIC ASSISTANCE OVER PAST SIX YEARS
* % X X x %

OVER THE PAST SIX YEARS, ABOUT 250,000 PEOPLE HAVE RECE IVED
CASH PAYMENT AMOUNTING TO $600 MILLION UNDER THE PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
SCHEME, SAID MR, LU YU-HUA, HEAD OF THE SOCIAL SECURITY DIVISION
OF THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT TODAY (TUESDAY).

SPEAKING AT THE LUNCHEON MEETING OF THE LIONS CLUR OF LION
ROCK, HE SAID THAT THESE FIGURES DID NOT INCLUDE THE 75,000 CASES
FOR DISABILITY AND INFIRMITY ALLOWANCES WHICH PROVIDE A SMALL
PENSION AIMED AT HELPING THE DISABLED AND THE ELDERLY TO LIVE
IN THE COMMUNITY AND REDUCE THE BURDEN ON THEIR FAMIL IES.

AS THIS HUGE EXPENDITURE CAME FROM PUBLIC FUNDS AND THE
PURPOSE OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE WAS INTENDED TO HELP THOSE WHO WERE
LEAST ABLE TO HELP THEMSELVES, MR, LU SAID: +WE HAVE TO SET
STANDARDS TO GOVERN THE LEVELS OF ASSISTANCE, ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
AND METHODS OF ADMINISTRATION.

+IN CONSIDERING THIS, WE NEED TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE
AVAILABLE RESOURCES, THE LEVEL OF WAGES AND THE EXPENDITURE PATTERN

OF THE POOR FAMIL IES.+

HE POINTED OUT THAT IF THE AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE WAS SET AT
TOO HIGH A LEVEL, IT WOULD TEND TO FOSTER DEPENDENCY. ON THE OTHER
HAND, THE RECIPIENTS’ BASIC NEEDS WOULD NOT BE MET IF THE AMOUNT

WAS SET TOO LOW,

+|F RULES ARE NOT PROPERLY LAID DOWN AND ENFORCED, SOME
PEOPLE MIGHT TAKE ADVANTAGE, THUS GIVING RISE TO FRAUD. |IF THEY
ARE TOO STRICTLY APPLIED, THEY WOULD LOSE FLEXIBILITY AND TEND TO

BECOME TOO HARSH.+

TURNING TO THE IMPROVEMENT ON THE PUBLIC ASSISTANCE SCHEME
PROPOSED IN THE GREEN PAPER ON SOCIAL SECURITY DEVELOPMENT RECENTLY
PUBL ISHED, MR. LU SAID THAT THE PROVISION OF AN *CLD AGE SUPPLEMENT’
OF $100 TO PUELIC ASSISTANCE RECIPIENTS AGED 60 AND ABOVE UNTIL
THEY COULD QUALIFY FOR THE OLD AGE ALLOWANCE AT 70 SHOULD BE

MOST WELCOME,

+FOR A 60-YEAR-OLD PERSON WHO CANNOT MAKE A LIVING, HE IS
NOW ENTITLED TO $180 OF BASIC PUBLIC ASSISTANCE A MONTH WHICH WILL
BE INCREASED TO %200 IN FEBRUARY NEXT YEAR, PLUS ANOTHER $63 A
MONTH AS RENT. IF THIS PROPOSAL IS ACCEPTED, THEN WITH EFFECT
FROM APRIL, HE WILL BE ELIGIBLE FOR ANOTHER $100 AS AN OLD AGE
SUPPLEMENT, MAKING A TOTAL OF $363 A MONTH.+

WITH REGARD TO THE ’LONG-TERM SUPPLEMENT’ GIVEN TO THOSE
DEPENDENT ON PUBLIC ASSISTANCE FCR MORE THAN 18 MONTHS, MR. LU
SAID THAT DIFFERENT VIEWS HAD BEEN EXPRESSED ON THE 18-MONTH
PERI10D.

/FURTHERMORE, SOME
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+FURTHERMORE, SOME PEOPLE FEEL THAT A MONTHLY ADDITION TO
THE BASIC ALLOWANCE WILL CREATE DEPENDENCY AND SUGGEST THAT THIS
SHOULD EBE REPLACED BY A REGULAR EXTRA ALLOWANCE ONCE AFTER A
CERTAIN PERIOD OF TIME.+

ON THE QUESTION OF NCENTIVE TO SELF-HELP' WHICH IS APPLIED
TO THOSE WHO HAVE SMALL NINGS, MR. LU SAID THAT ONLY HALF OF
THEIR EARNINGS, UP TO A MAJ MM OF $200 A MONTH, WOULD BE TAKEN
INTO ACCOUNT WHEN THEIR MONTHLY ENTITLEMENT WAS BEING ASSESSED.

+SOME PEOPLE *AK: TFI H AN AN INCREASE IN THE LEVEL OF
BASIC ALLOWANCE, | FEEL THAT IT MIGHT BE UNFAIR TO THOSE
wWHO CANNOT MAKE EVEN SLALL EA NINGS., OTHERS CONSIDERED THAT
THERE SHOULD BE NC DEDUCTION AT ALL IF THE INCOME FALLS BELOW A
CERTAIN AMOUNT,+ HE ADDED.

NOTE TO EDITORS:

IVE AWARDS

0YS, WILL RECEIVE
IN SEA RESCUES

FORTY-E IGHT PEOPL
COMMENDAT IONS AND AWARDS FOR
Udﬁl\u Tn._ LAST MON (S e I
MR. M.J. ALEXAND

THE PRESENTATION CEREMONY WILL TAKE PLACE AT 10.30 A.™M. IN
THE MARINE DEP&RT”ENT'% EXAMINATION HALL ON THE TENTH FLOOR OF
RUMSEY STREET MULTI=-STOREY LﬂR PARK BUILDING.

DIALLY INVITED TO SEND REPRESENTATIVES TC COVER THE
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HONG KONG FREE OF MANY INFECTIOUS DISEASES
* % X X *

HONG KONG HAS BEEN RENDERED FREE OF MANY INFECTIOUS DISEASES
wHICH WERE MAJOR KILLERS IN THE PAST BY EFFECTIVE CONTROL
MEASURES AND BY THE GROWING PUEL IC AWARENESS OF THE IMPORTANCE
OF ENVIRONMENTAL AND PERSONAL HYGIENE.

THIS WAS STATED BY THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL AND HEALTH
SERVICES, DR, S.H. LEE, IN A TALK TO THE LIONS CLUB OF SOUTH
KOWLOON THIS AFTERNOON.

DR. LEE SAID THE ACHIEVEMENT IS ALL THE MORE REMARKABLE WHEN
CONS IDERED IN THE LIGHT OF HONG KONG'S GECGRAPHICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL
CIRCUMSTANCES.

HE SAID THE EXIGUOUS WATER SUPPLIES DURING THE WATER RESTRICTION
PERIOD, THE INSANITARY CONDITION IN CERTAIN AREAS WHERE SANITARY
FACILITIES ARE NOT AVAILABLE AND THE HIGH DENSITY OF THE POPULATION
IN THE URBAN AREAS MAKE HONG KONG VULNERABLE TO INFECTIOUS
DISEASES.

+HOWEVER, DESPITE THESE CONDITIONS WE HAVE BEEN ABLE NOT
ONLY TO BRING THE MAJOR KILLERS OF T%E INFECTIOUS DISEASES
UNDER CONTROL, BUT ALSO ERADICATZ CERTAIN COMMON INFECTIQUS
DISEASES WHICH IN THe PAST HAD CAUSELD THOUSANDS OF LIVES,+
HE SAID.

FOR EXAMPLE, HE NOTED, THE INCIDENCE RATE OF DIPHTHERIA HAS
FALLEN FROM 70,3 PER 100,000 POPULATION IN 1959 TO 0.02 IN 1973
WITH ONLY TwO CASES REPCRTED IN THZ PAST THREE YEARS ﬁH|Lt THE
NOTIF ICATICN RATE OF TUBERCULOSIS HAS DROPPED FROM 697.2 PER
130,000 POPULATION IN 1952 TO 178.4% IN 1976.

MANY OTHER INFECTIOUS DISEASES, SUCH AS POLIQ, CHOLERA AND
SMALLPOX, HAVE BEEN ERADICATED, HE ADDED.

HOWEVER, DR. LEE WARNED THAT WITH THE INCREASING IMPORTANCE
OF HONG KONG AS A TOURIST AND INTERNATIONAL TRANSIT CENTRE THE RISK
OF AN INFECTIOUS DISEASE BEING EROUGHET INTO HONG KONG BY
INTERNAT IONAL TRAVEL IS ALL THE TIME PRESENT.

HE SAID THERE IS ALWAYS T“
CHOLERA IN HONG KONG IN VIEW CF
IN SOME NE IGHBOUR ING CuLhTF!ES.

DR. LEE CALLED ON THE PUEBLIC TO MAINTAIN
VIGILANCE AGAINST THIS AND OTHER INFECTIOUS DI

HE POINTED OUT THAT CERTAIN GASTRO=IN VA
INFECTIOUS DISEASES ARz STILL ENDEMIC IN HONG KONG AND
NECESSARY THAT THz SIMPLE RULES OF PERSONAL AND FOOD H
ENVIRONMENTAL SANITATION Ez ADHERED TC.

HE AD DZZ THAT THE DEPARTMENT’S WILDE RANGE OF IMMUNI
£ elnc

wiLL EE STRENGTHENED TC 'uuf: THAT EVZRY NEW
InHUHISEZ AGAINST THE COMNMON CHILDHOOD DISEA
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EMPLOYMENT SURVEY OF CONSTRUCTION SITES IN PRIVATE SECTOR
¥ ¥ X X X ¥

THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT IS CONDUCTING AN
EMPLOYMENT SURVEY OF BUILDING AND CONSTRUCTION SITES IN THE
PRIVATE SECTOR.

LETTERS AND QUESTIONAIRE FCRMS FOR THE SURVEY, WHICH IS
CARRIED OUT QUARTERLY, HAVE BEEN SENT TO CONSTRACTORS SEEK ING
INFORMAT ION ON THE NUMBER CF MANUAL WORKERS ENGAGED AT EACH SITE
UNDER THEIR CHARGE AS AT DECEMEER 15, 1977.

SURVEY OFF ICERS OF THE DEPARTMENT, EACH CARRYING A GOVERNMENT
IDENTITY CARD, WILL VISIT THESE SITES FROM THURSDAY TO SATURLAY
(DECEMBER 15 = 17) TO COLLECT THE COMPLETED SURVEY FORMS.

THE COMMISSIONER FOR CENSUS AND STATISTICS APPEALS TO
CONTRACTORS AND THEIR SITE STAFF FOR THEIR CO-OPERATION IN THE
SURVEY.

INFORMAT ION RELATING TO INDIVIDUAL CONTRACTORS OR SITES WILL
BE TREATED IN STRICT CONF IDENCE AND WILL EE USED SOLELY FCR
COMPIL ING STATISTICAL TAELES.

ACCORD ING TO THE DEPARTMENT’S RECORDS, A TOTAL CF 60, 643
VMANUAL WORKERS WERE ENGAGED AT VARIOUS WORK SITES IN MID-SEPTEMBER
1977. OF THESE 32,879 WERE INVOLVED IN BUILDING AND CONSTRUCT ION

PROJECTS OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR.

ENQUIRIES CONCERNING THE CURRENT SURVEY MAY BE DIRECTED TO
MR, CHAN TUNG-WAH, STATISTICIAN (INDUSTRY) AT S=4LLETL,

-----O-v-—--
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FIRE SERVICES DEPARTMENT TO HOLD MOUNTAIN RACE
* % % ¥ *

THE FIRE SERVICES DEPARTMENT WILL HOLD ITS THIRD ANNUAL CROSS
MOUNTAIN RACE IN FANLING, THE NEW TERRITORIES TOMORROW (WEDNESDAY).

OVER 360 FIRE OFFICERS AND CIVILIAN STAFF OF THE DEPARTMENT
WILL TAKE PART IN THE EIGHT-MILE RACE WHICH WILL START AT ROUTE ONE
OPPOSITE THE ENTRANCE TO THE KADOCRIE EXPERIMENTAL FARM AND FINISH
AT THE FANLING FIRE STATION., THE HILLS CCVERED IN THE ROUTE I[NCLUDE
RAZORBACK MOUNTAIN AND CORPS RIDGE.

THE PARTICIPANTS WILL SET OUT IN FOUR GROUPS. THE WOMAN
COMPETITORS AND THOSE OVER 40 WwILL LEAVE THE STARTING POINT AT
10,30 A.M, AND THE REST IN THREE EATCHES AT 15 MINUTES INTERVALS
THEREAFTER.

THE OVERALL CHAMPION WILL BE AWARDED THE LANE’S TROPHY DONATED
BY THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF FIRE SERVICES, MR. M.K. LANE.

NOTE TO EDITORS:

YOU ARE INVITED TO SEND A REPORTER AND/OR PHOTOGRAPHER TO COVER
THE RACE WHICH WILL START AT ROUTE ONE OPPOSITE THE ENTRANCE TO THE
KADOOR IE EXPZRIMENTAL FARM AT 10.30 A.M. TOMORROW. THE WINNER 1S
EXPECTED TO CROSS THE FINISHING LINE AT THE FANLING FIRE STATION
ABOUT NOON.

A GOVERNMENT VAN WILL TAKE PRE
PCINT., IT WILL LEAVE NORTH POINT F
AND RETURN TO THE STATION AT ABOUT 2
MR, H.F. CHUIl WILL BE CN HAND TO ASSI

SS REPRESENTATIVES TO THE STARTING
IRE STATION AT 8.30 A.M. TOMORROW
P.M. SENIOR INFORMATION OFF ICER,
ST THE PRESS.
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NOTE TO EDITORS:

AN INSIGHT INTC FIRE FIGHTING FOR TSUEN WAN MAC
* X X X ® ¥

THE TSUEN WAN DISTRICT OFF ICE HAS ARRANGED A TOUR OF THE
TSUEN WAN FIRE STATION TOMORROW (WEDNESDAY) FOR REPRESENTATIVES
OF FOUR MUTUAL AID COMMITTEES IN THE DISTRICT.

A SERIES OF SIMILAR VISITS BY M,A.C. REPRESENTATIVES TO
THE IR LOCAL FIRE STATIONS IN THE NEW TERRITORIES ARE ALSO BE ING
ORGANISED BY THEIR RESPECTIVE DISTRICT OFF ICES AS PART OF THE
CURRENT HONG KONG=WIDE FIRE PREVENTION CAMPAIGN.

ON EACH OF THESE VISITS, THEY WILL BE GIVEN A COMPREHENS IVE
TALK ON FIRE PREVENTION AND A DEMONSTRATION ON F IRE-F IGHT ING.

TO SEND REPRESENTATIVES TO COVER

TED
STATION WHICH WILL TAKE PLACE AT 3 P.M.

YOU ARE CORDIALLY |
THE VISIT TO TSUEN WAN F

N
|
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A GOVERNMENT VAN, AM 2088, WILL LEAVE FROM BEHIND THE TSIM
SHA TSUI POST OFF ICE AT 2.15 P.M. TO TAKE NEWSMEN TO AND LATER
EACK FROM TSUEN WAN,
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