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Transcript of Governor's media session at CUHK
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The following is the transcript of the media session given by the Governor, the
Rt Hon Christopher Patten, after attending the Congregation Ceremony at the Sir Run
Run Shaw Hall of the Chinese University in Sha Tin this (Thursday) afternoon:

Question: Mr Governor, I want to ask a newspaper reveals that the resignation of
Laurence Leung, the reason is that he gave ... SAR passport to. ... would you like to
comment on that?

Governor: 1 don't have anything to add to what the Secretary for the Civil Service has
said already.

Question: Mr Patten ...7

Governor: Obviously, a small group of students felt very strongly about their role in
this afternoon's proceeding. I think they were handled with maximum restraint, quite
properly, very gently, and I offer them the opportunity of talking to me about it if they

let people into the hall more rapidly. I think they are so overwhelmed by the occasion
and by your attempt to .... by the drama that they wouldn't shift. But I don't think any
body has lost their cool, which is a good thing, and you know what it is like.
University students sometimes behalf more noisily.

Question: What do you think about their grievances?

Governor: I think I am told that the Vice-Chancellor had already agreed to meet them
for discussion. So may be it would be better to proceed with those sort of channels
and have a discussion with the Vice-Chancellor. I had exceptionally said that I would
talk to them today if they wanted. But they turn it down. It's what they are entitled to
do. Looking at them over there now, they seem to look very cheerful and obviously
they had a rather tiring afternoon and ... quite a few presidents, and prime ministers
and chief justices start off like that.

End
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Transcript of Governor's media session
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Following is a transcript of the media session given by the Governor, the Rt
Hon Christopher Patten, after officiating at the foundation stone laying ceremony at
the Yan Chai Multi-Services Complex in Tsuen Wan today (Thursday):

Governor: Couldn't disappoint you because you've been standing out in the sun for so
long without your hats on. This is a terrific project. You heard what I said about it and
I think one of the remarkable things is how quickly the Yan Chai Hospital have got on
with it. It is obviously going to make a very great contribution to life in Tsuen Wan.

Question: Mr Patten can you comment on legislative councillors endorsed a motion
calling China to release Wang Dan?

Governor: No, it's a matter entirely for the Legislative Council how it conducted its
affairs, I think clearly as I said last week what the Legislative Council have said
reflects a great deal of concern which is felt in the community. And I think they've
expressed in a way that legislature would right around the world.

Question: ... over thousands of civil servants are enjoying double housing benefits?

Governor: I don't want to add anything to what has already been said in the response
to the Director of Audit Report. Thank you very much.

End

Hong Kong's foreign reserves reach US$62 billion
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The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) announced today (Thursday)
that the amount of foreign currency assets held by the Exchange Fund, including
forward transactions which had not yet been settled, amounted to US$62.1 billion as at
the end of September 1996.

This represents an increase by 8.6% or US$4.9 billion over the position of
US$57.2 billion at the end of December 1995 and an increase of 3.5% or US$2.1
billion in the third quarter.
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Net foreign currency forward transactions outstanding at the end of September
amounted to US$6.7 billion. This relatively high figure is due to swap transactions
during the third quarter to meet market intervention needs and seasonal drawdowns of
fiscal reserves from the Exchange Fund by the Government.

If such forward transactions were excluded in the computation, the amount of
foreign currency assets in the Exchange Fund at the end of September 1996 would
stand at US$55.4 billion. This is the same level as that recorded at the end of
December 1995 but 3.3% less than that at the end of June 1996, reflecting seasonal
drawdowns of fiscal reserves.

Exchange Fund Foreign Currency Assets
(USS bn)

Including
Excluding forward Net forward forward

End of: transactions transactions transactions
March 95 52.4 (0.2) 52.2

June 95 53.6 53.6

September 95 51.8 . 54.6

December 95 554 ; 57.2
March 96 58.1 . 59.8
June 96 573 : 60.0

September 96 55.4 . 62.1

End




SR

Plans to regulate VOD services announced
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The Government today (Thursday) published its plans to regulate video-on-
demand (VOD) television services through amendments to the Television Ordinance.

The Television (Amendment) Bill 1996, endorsed by the Governor in Council
early this week, provides for the creation of a new category of "programme service"
licence for those wishing to provide VOD television services on a point-to-point basis
within Hong Kong.

The Secretary for Broadcasting, Culture and Sport, Mr Chau Tak-hay, said the
Bill would provide the necessary legal framework to ensure that VOD television
services were properly regulated. The scope of licensing will be limited to services
comprising television programmes, including films, he added.

The Bill will not seek to regulate VOD television services originating outside
Hong Kong. "Even though such services would not be commercially practicable for
some time, we considered carefully whether we should attempt to regulate VOD
services transmitted to subscribers here from points outside Hong Kong," said Mr

Chau.

"But quite apart from the difficulty of detecting such services amongst the mass
of data flowing over telecommunication systems in Hong Kong, we think that it would
be wrong to interfere with people's freedom and privacy of communications."

Mr Chau also expected the growth of the Internet to have a significant impact
on VOD services within the next two to four years. Although VOD services on the
Internet were not a practicable commercial proposition for the time being, he said, it
was likely that the spread of broadband networks would bring such services closer to
reality within a few years. For this reason, the Broadcasting, Culture and Sport
Branch would review the regulation of VOD as part of its 1998 review of the
television environment.

Mr Chau said that, depending on how soon the legislation was enacted, it might
be possible to invite applications for VOD television service licences by the end of the
first quarter of 1997, and to issue licences by the middle of the year. He added that,
while all applications would be considered carefully, the Government had in mind to
issue just two licences, pending a review of the television environment in 1998.




The Bill will also allow licensees under the Television Ordinance to invest in
satellite broadcasting ventures without limits on their shareholding, or the need to
obtain the prior approval of the Broadcasting Authority.

Mr Chau said that this would clear the way for TVB to be given a licence for its
Galaxy satellite broadcasting venture and for other licensees to invest in similar
ventures.

In addition, newspapers publishers will be disqualified from exercising control
of any licensee under the Television Ordinance unless they obtain a waiver from the
Governor in Council.

"This would give effect to a long-standing Government undertaking to limit
cross-media holdings, so as to prevent the media from being dominated by a few large
companies," Mr Chau stated.

The new rule will not apply to any newspaper publishers who exercised control
of a licensee on or before March 21, 1996, when the Government announced its

policy.

The Television (Amendment) Bill 1996 will be published in the Gazette on
November 15 and introduced into the Legislative Council for first and second readings
on November 27.

End

District Administration Scheme advances representative government
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The District Administration Scheme (DAS) has been successful in bridging the
gap between the Government and the community it serves and in enabling residents to
participate in the running of their own community, the Secretary for Home Affairs, Mr
Michael Suen, said today (Thursday).

Addressing the "Serving the Community through District Administration"
seminar organised by the Home Affairs Department to mark the 15th anniversary of
DAS, Mr Suen noted that the Government, being always sensitive to the needs and
aspirations of the community, had introduced the Scheme in 1981 and that the most
important component of which was the setting up of District Boards (DBs) in 1982.




"In a span of just 15 years, DBs have matured from having the District Officer
as chairman to fully elected membership.

"In the process, much have been achieved and the fact is, thousands of issues
were discussed and hundreds of presentations were made to DBs over the past 15

years," he said.

"As DBs mature and become accepted by local residents, members' workload
also become heavier. A review will give us some pointers as to how we should go on
from here," Mr Suen added.

In this connection, Mr Suen said it would be timely for past and present DB
members to get together and discuss issues such as the role of DBs, how Government
branches and departments can further support ther, and how members can "deepen”
their contacts with the residents who elected them so as to enable the members to carry
out their duties better.

"The very definition of representative government dictates that while officials
consult members at DB meetings, DB members themselves must contact and explain
to their constituents who will be directly affected by what has been proposed or
explained at DB meetings," he added.

Mr Suen also presented certificates of appreciation to 149 DB members with 10
or more years of service.

About 350 guests, including serving and former DB members and district
personalities, took part in the seminar.

Guest speakers, including Mr Andrew Wong, Mrs Peggy Lam and Mr Lau
Wong-fat, shared their experiences as veteran DB members.

Participants held discussions on topics such as "Review of the role of DBs in
District Administration”, "How Government officials could further support District
Administration" and "Conditions of service for DB members" during the workshop
session. Many constructive suggestions and comments were made.

End
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VM saga is coming to a close: CSD Commissioner
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The Commissioner of Correctional Services, Mr Raymond Lai Ming-kee, has
given an assurance to implement the wishes of the international community in
ensuring that all screened-out Vietnamese migrants are returned to their home.

Speaking at a lunch meeting of the Rotary Club of Kowloon, Mr Lai noted that
with the last of the Vietnamese from Tai A Chau now having moved to Whitehead
Detention Centre (WHDC), this long, often sad, sometimes uplifting saga was coming
to a close.

The commissioner said the policy of detaining Vietnamese migrants and
repatriating those who were deemed to have left for economic reasons was here to
stay. "And it will continue until the last screened-out Vietnamese migrant has returned
to Vietnam," he said.

"The job of managing these people has changed over the years and, in
particular, how the Correctional Services Department (CSD) intends to face up to the
challenge of managing the last batch of Vietnamese in the territory."

He said the management of VMs would continue much the same way as it used
to by allowing them to live together as a community, providing them with food,
lodging services and with the CSD doing the policing. "And we do our best," he said.

"We have been accused of managing the detention centres through the thugs
and criminal elements who are unfortunately a part of any community.

"Such an accusation surfaces from time to time, and we have got used to it."

"It is almost as if the accusers, realising there is nothing new to say, drag out
this tired old story, dust it off, and wave it around as 'news'.

"In addition to being boring, it displays a woeful lack of understanding on the
part of its propagators. Or may be not, if they think it serves their interest and there is
still a market for it," the commissioner noted.

"Long service has taught all of us in the corrections business that unless the
authorities are the 'top dog', someone else will be. And once someone else gaing the
ascendancy, then the ability to run the institutions is destroyed."




"Anyone who knows or understands this could not possibly make or believe
such an accusation, It would mean that, not only were we conniving in acts of criminal
intimidation and threatening behaviour, but we would be undermining the very basis
of order and stability that is essential if the centres are not to degenerate into total
chaos," he explained.

Mr Lai acknowledged that there had been clear instances of outbreaks of
disorder or chaos, but pointed out that these were neither systemic nor endemic.

"When there is an incident, it is just that: an event. It happens, and then it goes
away.

"The chaos I am talking about is the state of permanent disorder which arises
from the abdication of authority by those who are supposed to wield it. The difference
is akin to that between a mass punch-up in Wan Chai, and handing over the reins of
Government there to the triads," he added.

Mr Lai pointed out that it was despair that caused the periodic outbreaks of
violence in the detention centres.

"Imagine that you have left your homeland in search of a better life, only to
find yourself in a place like Whitehead for six or seven years.

"What sustains you is the hope that, one day, you will live in a big house in San
Francisco. Then the hope is gone.

"You will not go to San Francisco but back to the same place whence you
came. You have wasted six or seven years of your life, but worse, you have wasted six
or seven years of your children's lives - an all for nothing," said Mr Lai.

He noted that the Vietnamese migrants would clutch at any "last straw" if one
was there.

"Now there are people in Hong Kong and elsewhere in the world who are
prepared to encourage the Vietnamese to remain behind the fences of a detention
centre without offering them a realistic prospect of an alternative.

"Why these people do so is a matter between them and their consciences. The
sad thing is the effect that this has on the very people whom they think, or profess,
they are helping," Mr Lai said.




"The Vietnamese quite simply see it as the prolongation of hope. Maybe San
Francisco is a real prospect after all. Of Course, it is not, but who in their situation
would not want to think it is.

"So when the time comes for repatriation, which is the only realistic outcome, it
is not surprising that the Vietnamese resist."

End

Roof-top transmitters are safe
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There have been reports in some newspapers in the last few days on the
possible radiation hazards generated by radio transmitters situated on some roof-tops.
An Office of the Telecommunication Authority (OFTA) report on investigations of the
tadiation levels on a number of buildings has also been quoted.

The Telecommunications Authority considers that these reports have not
accurately reflected the actual situation and have been based on certain
misinterpretations on the OFTA report.

In view of the possible public alarm which might have arisen unnecessarily
based on wrong facts, the Telecommunications Authority considers it necessary to
make a public statement to clarify this issue.

The facts are that OFTA commissioned a consultancy study on the safety of
electromagnetic radiation from telecommunication transmitters situated on rooftops.
The study has concluded that even in the most densely packed transmitter arrangement
on some roof-tops in Hong Kong, the buildings are absolutely safe to live in. The
study found that the levels of electromagnetic radiation inside the residential units and
the normally accessible areas on the roof-tops are well below the safety limits set by
the International Radiation Protection Authority.

The only possible danger identified in the study is the extremely remote case of
someone climbing up to the antennas and stay within a foot or so of the antenna for
over 24 hours. This could hardly happen in actual practice but the
Telecommunications Authority is in the process of advising antenna owners to put up
suitable warning signs on antennas which might be accessed in the extremely unlikely
events.
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The Telecommunications Authority reassures the public that the current
transmitters on roof-tops are safe and the public should continue to enjoy their daily
living habits and the use of all building facilities including the normal use of the roof
top.

The authority has also written letters to the owners' incorporations and
management offices of the buildings mentioned in the report to assure them that their
buildings are safe to live in.

End

Macau delegation to see local heritage preservation
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To facilitate cultural exchange between Hong Kong and Macau, a delegation of
five members from the Cultural Institute of Macau will visit the territory this weekend
(November 9 and 10) to familiarise themselves with the work of heritage preservation
here.

The delegation will be led by the Head of the Cultural Heritage Department, Mr
Luis Antonio Durao.

The Chairman of the Antiquities Advisory Board, Professor David Lung, will
brief members on the history and local development of heritage preservation on
Saturday.

This will be followed by a guided tour to a number of monuments and historical
buildings, including the Tea Ware Museum, St. John's Cathedral, the former French
Mission Building, Legislative Council Building, Western Market and Lei Cheng Uk
Han Tomb.

On Sunday, the delegation will visit the Kowloon Walled City Park and some
monuments in Kam Tin, Yuen Long.
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District Court (Amendment) Bill 1996 to be gazetted
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The District Court (Amendment) Bill 1996 will be published in the Gazette
tomorrow (Friday).

The Bill seeks to raise the various financial limits of the civil jurisdiction of the
District Court to enable more civil cases dealing with claims in contract or tort to be
heard in the District Court and also to cover inflation and the rise in property prices
and rental values since these limits were last reviewed.

Other amendments to the District Court Ordinance are also proposed.

A Working Party under the chairmanship of the Hon Mr Justice Kempster was
appointed by the Chief Justice in October 1991 to review the Ordinance. The
recommendations in a report submitted to the Chief Justice in June 1993 were

accepted.

The legal profession has been consulted on the draft bill. The Bill will be
introduced into the Legislative Council on November 20.

End

Submarine Telegraph Bill 1996
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The Executive Council has approved the introduction of the Submarine
Telegraph Bill 1996 into the Legislative Council.

The purpose of the Bill is to localise the UK Submarine Telegraph Act 1885
which currently forms part of the law of Hong Kong.

A Government spokesman said today (Thursday): "The Bill provides protection
for submarine cables landed in Hong Kong. Persons who deliberately break or damage
such cables are liable unless they come within the scope of certain defences such as
showing that the action which led to the damaging of the cable was necessary to avoid
injury, loss of life or of a vessel.

"The Bill confers jurisdiction over acts committed outside Hong Kong's
territorial waters against such cables."
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The spokesman noted: "It is important to maintain this protection over
submarine cables landed in Hong Kong. These cables form an essential part of Hong
Kong's modern telecommunications infrastructure.

"Cable is the principal means by which our international telecommunications
links are maintained," he added.

The Bill will be gazetted tomorrow (Friday) and then introduced into the
Legislative Council on November 20.

End

Chinese vernacular architecture conference to be held in HK
R

The 8th National Conference on Chinese Vernacular Architecture, the first of
its kind to be held in Hong Kong next year, will focus on Chinese traditional houses
and modern architecture, the Director of Architectural Services, Mr Kenneth Chan,

said today (Thursday).

The conference, which will take place between August 16 and 29 next year, is
jointly organised by the Architectural Services Department (Arch SD) and the Faculty
of Architecture of the University of Hong Kong.

Mr Chan said the conference aimed at sharing experience in the design and
conservation of traditional houses and ancient buildings, and discussing the
relationship between traditional houses and modern buildings.

"Renowned experts and academics on research and restoration of historical
buildings from China, Taiwan, the United States of America and Hong Kong will meet
at the conference to share their views and experience," he added.

Programme for the 8th Chinese National Conference will include presentation
of research papers, visits to historical buildings and a photographic display.

Mr Chan invited interested parties to attend the conference and submit papers
related to the theme.
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Application forms for attending the conference can be obtained from the
Training Officer of Arch SD, 34th floor, Queensway Government Offices, 66
Queensway, Hong Kong. '

Any submission of papers should be sent to the Organising Committee at Room
3416F, Queensway Government Offices before the end of this year.

Enquiries on the conference can be made on 2867 3733 or 2867 3636.

HKMA launches first Chinese book

* k % % ¥

The Hong Kong Monetary Authority (HKMA) today (Thursday) launched its
first Chinese book titled Hong Kong's Monetary and Banking System - Review and
Outlook.

The publication is a compilation of speeches and articles explaining HKMA's
philosophy of operations and policies on monetary and banking matters.

The articles are grouped into five sections, including the linked exchange rate
system; the Exchange Fund; banking policy and supervision, and payment system.

The last section of the book is about the monetary relations between mainland
China and Hong Kong in the run up to and beyond 1997. This section includes several
recent and important speeches by senior officials of the People's Bank of China and

the HKMA.

"This Chinese book will widen the readership of HKMA's publications. This is
part of our effort to promote transparency and public understanding of Hong Kong's
monetary and banking policies," said a spokesman for the HKMA.

The book is available at the Government Publication Centre (Queensway) and
major bookstores at $120 per copy.

End
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Seminar on pleasurable and effective learning to be held
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Heads of secondary schools will have opportunities to exchange experiences on
pleasurable and effective learning at a seminar at the end of this month (November).

Dr S K Tse from the Department of Curriculum Studies of the University of
Hong Kong will present the report of "The Survey on Pleasurable and Effective

Learning" at the seminar.

Principal Curriculum Officer (Integrated Studies) of the Education Department,
Mr K S Wong, will introduce the concepts of this type of learning.

In the afternoon session, participants can exchange their ideas on topics
including school management, extra-curricular activities, student-teacher interaction,

school-based curriculum and discipline and guidance.

Organised by the Curriculum Development Institute Steering Committee on
"Towards Pleasurable and Effective Learning", the whole-day seminar and experience
sharing session will be held at the Auditorium, the Boys' and Girls' Club Association
of Hong Kong, 3 Lockhart Road, Wan Chai on November 29 (Friday) at 8.45 am.

End

Last Remembrance Day Parade for British Forces
* % % ¥ 3

For the last time before their departure from the territory next year, British
Forces will attend the annual Remembrance Day ceremony on Sunday (November 10)
to honour those who gave their lives on active service.

Men from the Royal Navy, the Army and the Royal Air Force will form up at
the Cenotaph in Statue Square, Central, alongside veterans of the Second World War,
some of them have travelled from the United Kingdom for the ceremony.

On parade will be a detachment from A Company, 1st Battalion the
Staffordshire Regiment (1 Staffords), along with a 20-man flight from Royal Air Force
Sek Kong in the New Territories. The Royal Navy's detachment will be drawn from
HMS Tamar on Stonecutters Island.
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Also taking part in the ceremony will be members of the Hong Kong Military
Service Corps (HKMSC) and four Cenotaph sentries from the Queen's Gurkha
Signals.

Music will be provided by the Band of the Brigade of Gurkhas, visiting Hong
Kong from its headquarters at Church Crookham in the UK, and the Corps of Drums
from 1 Staffords.

Among those Garrison personnel laying wreaths during the ceremony will be
the Commander British Forces, Major General Bryan Dutton; Senior Naval Officer
and Chief of Staff, Commodore Peter Melson; Senior Royal Air Force Officer, Wing
Commander Barrie Simmonds; and Inspector HKMSC, Lieutenant Colonel Nick
Southward.

Staff member of unlicensed guesthouses fined
* ok % % &

Guesthouse operators are reminded today (Thursday) that they must operate
their establishments only after they have obtained a licence from the Home Affairs
Department (HAD) or risk facing a maximum penalty of $200,000 in fines and two
years' imprisonment.

An HAD spokesman issued the warning after a staff member of two unlicensed
guesthouses was fined a total of $15,000 in San Po Kong Magistracy.

During an operation in December last year, officers of HAD's Licensing
Authority inspected the two premises on the ground floor and first floor, 41
Cumberland Road and found that they were being operated as guesthouses without a
licence, contrary to Section 5 of the Hotel and Guesthouse Accommodation
Ordinance.

The spokesman said unlicensed guesthouses would not be tolerated and
enforcement action would continue to be taken to eliminate such premises.

He also appealed to members of the public to continue to help in the crackdown
on unlicensed guesthouses by reporting them to the Licensing Authority on
2881 7034.
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Sai Kung DB publishes commemorative report
* k k k %

The Sai Kung District Board has just produced a commemorative publication
on the 15th anniversary of the Board and the District Administration Scheme.

Echoing the theme "Serving the Community Through District Administration",
the report traces Sai Kung's colourful history and its rapid development from a sleepy
village to a vibrant district, now home to Hong Kong's latest new town at Tseung
Kwan O.

The 80-page report contains personal accounts of the serving and former Sai
Kung District Officers and Sai Kung District Board chairmen and photographs
showing Governors and other dignitaries visiting the district on special occasions or on
inspection trips.

The district officers and district board chairmen recall landmark developments
during their respective tenure in the district, which is well-known for its rich traditions
and practices.

Printed in Chinese, the publication also incorporates the latest working reports
of the board's five committees, namely the Recreation and Sports Committee,
Community Affairs Committee, Environmental Improvement Committee, Traffic and
Transport Committee and Housing and Development Committee.

Copies of the report will be distributed from today (Thursday) to the Executive
Council, the Legislative Council, the Regional and Urban Councils, public libraries
and the district's schools, area committees and rural committees, mutual aid
committees and voluntary organisations.

End
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Hong Kong Monetary Authority money market operations
K ok k Kk ok

Cumulative
Time change

$ milli i) Smills

Opening balance in the account 2,655 0930 +241
Closing balance in the account 2,895 1000 +241
Change attributable to: 1100 +241
Money market activity +245 1200 +245
LAF today -5 1500 +245
1600 +245

LAF rate 4.00% bid/6.00% offer TWI 124.6 *.0.4* 7.11.96

Hong Kong Monetary Authority

EF bills EF notes/MTRC

Terms Yield Term [ssue  Coupon

1 week 4.89 2 years 2808 6.00
1 month 490 3 years 3910 6.28
3 months 4.94 5 years 5109 7.32
6 months  5.00 7 years 7308 7.24
12 months  5.27 10 years j610" 7137

5 years M503  7.35

Total turnover of EF bills and notes - $14,886 million

Closed November 7, 1996

End






