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+VAL ID+ COMPUTER SYSTEM PUTS END TO CAR CHEATS
* % % % %

CAR CHEATS AND OTHERS TRYING TO CIRCUMVENT THE LAW ARE WARNED
NOT TO TRY THEIR OLD TRICKS ANYMORE, FOR THEY NOW HAVE TO RECKON
WITH THE TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT’S RECENTLY COMPLETED ’VALID’ COMPUTER
SYSTEM.

SOME OF THE TRICKS USED BY THE UNSCRUPULOUS IN THE PAST WERE
POSSIBLE BECAUSE OF THE TIME LAG THAT EXISTED BEFORE A THOROUGH
EEECK COULD BE MADE ON SUCH THINGS AS OWNERSHIP DETAILS AND TRAFFIC

ENCES.

BUT THE INSTANT RECALL OF INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM THE ’VALID’
COMPUTER SYSTEM WILL PUT AN END TO SUCH DECEPTION, MR SIMON SIT,
SENIOR EXECUTIVE OFF ICER OF THE DEPARTMENT’S LICENSING DIVISION,
EXPLAINED.

FOR INSTANCE, HE SAID, PEOPLE HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO HAVE OBTAINED
DOUBLE LOANS FROM F INANCE COMPANIES BY DEPOSITING THEIR ORIGINAL
VEHICLE REGISTRATION DOCUMENTS WITH ONE COMPANY AND THEN REPORTING
THE LOSS OF SUCH DOCUMENTS IN ORDER TO GET A NEW SET OF DOCUMENTS
iﬁg¥HTHE DEPARTMENT FOR DEPOSITING WITH ANOTHER COMPANY TO OBTAIN

ER LOAN.

IN THE OLD SYSTEM, MR SIT SAID, IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE TO MAKE
IMMED IATE AND INDEPENDENT VERIF ICATION OF PARTICULARS CONTAINED IN
THE APPLICATIONS FOR NEW DOCUMENTS OR TO DETECT ANY UNAUTHOR ISED
ALTERATIONS TO OR FORGERIES OF DOCUMENTS PRESENTED.

+THIS SORT OF TRICKERY IS NO LONGER POSSIBLE, NOW THAT THE
VALID SYSTEM CAN INSTANTLY PROVIDE CURRENT INFORMATION ON VEHICLES,+
HE SAID.

IN ADDITION TO THE +INSTANT DETECTION+ BENEFITS, THE VALID
SYSTEM HAS MEANT A FAR GREATER EFF ICIENCY AND SAVINGS IN MANPOWER.
FOR INSTANCE, IN THE LAST FISCAL YEAR, THE DIVISION’S THREE L ICENSING
OFF ICES MADE CLOSE TO 1 950 D000 LICENSING AND REGISTRATION
TRANSACTIONS OVER THE COUNTER, AN INCREASE OF 33 PER CENT OVER THE
WORK DONE IN THE PREVIOUS YEAR.

+THESE TRANSACTIONS WERE PROCESSED BY 60 COMPUTER TERMINALS
MANNED BY A COUNTER AND COMPUTER STAFF OF ONLY 90 ,+ MR SIT SAID.

HE RECKONED THAT IT WOULD HAVE REQUIRED AN ADDITIONAL STAFF OF
AT LEAST 100 JUST TO MAINTAIN RECORDS IF THE VALID SYSTEM HAD NOT
BEEN INTRODUCED.

+EVEN WITH THE ADDITIONAL STAFF, THE QUALITY AND PROMPTNESS
OF SERVICE COULD NOT HAVE BEEN ANYWHERE AS GOOD,+ HE SAID.

MORE IMPORTANT, THE SYSTEM NOW GREATLY CUTS DOWN OPPORTUNITIES
FOR FORGERY, UNAUTHORISED ALTERATIONS OF PARTICULARS AND OTHER
MALPRACTICES IN CONNECTION WITH VEHICLE AND DRIVER LICENSING AND
VEHICLE REGISTRATION, MR SIT POINTED OUT.

/JTHE VALID
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THE VALID SYSTEM WAS INTRODUCED IN TWO PARTS: THE FIRST N
1976 FOR DEALING WITH DRIVER LICENSING AND THE SECOND IN SIX
STAGES FROM 1980 FOR DEALING WITH VEHICLE REGISTRATION AND
LICENSING WORK, THE VEHICLE SYSTEM WAS FULLY INSTALLED IN MARCH
THIS YEAR, IN THE DEPARTMENT’S LICENSING OFF ICES.

DERIVED FROM THE FULL NAME +VEHICLE AND DRIVER LICENSING
INTEGRATED DATA SYSTEM+, VALID NOW HANDLES DRIVER LICENSING, VEHICLE
REGISTRATION AND LICENSING, FIXED PENALTIES FOR TRAFFIC OFFENCES AND

MANY OTHER FUNCTIONS.
IT HAS FOUR MAJOR FEATURES:

(1) THE ONLINE, REAL-TIME +TRANSPORT L ICENSING
SYSTEM+, TO HANDLE VEHICLE REGISTRATION, VEHICLE
AND DRIVER LICENSING FUNCTION.

(2) THE +BATCH ACCOUNTING SYSTEM+, PROVIDING
ACCOUNTING AND STATISTICAL REPORTS ON DAILY
TRANSACTIONS PROCESSED BY THE TRANSPORT
LICENSING OFF ICES.

THE ONL INE, REAL-TIME +POLICE INFORMATION

SYSTEM+, WITH TERMINALS INSTALLED IN THE

TRAFF IC HEADQUARTERS PROVIDING ENQUIRY AND UPDATED
INFORMATION ON WANTED, MISSING AND STOLEN VEHILCES
FOR THE POLICE.

(4) THE +F IXED PENALTY RELATED SYSTEM+, PROVIDING
AUTOMATIC CHECKS ON OQUTSTANDING COURT ORDERS
DUE TO MOVING OR PARKING OFFENCES.

THE HUGE GROWTH IN THE NUMBER OF VEHICLES AND THE AMOUNT OF
WORK INVOLVED SINCE 1976 HAS MADE THE FULL +VALID+ SYSTEM MOST

ESSENTIAL.

FOR INSTANCE, THE THREE LICENSING OFF ICES PROCESS AN AVERAGE
OF 7 500 TRANSACTIONS EACH WORKING DAY, INVOLVING THE RENEWAL,
ISSUE OF DUPL ICATE AND REPLACEMENT OF VEHICLE AND DRIVING LICENCES,
THE UPDATING AND THE MAINTENANCE OF DRIVER AND VEHICLE RECORDS.

ALL LICENCES AND RELATED DOCUMENTS ARE NOW PRODUCED BY
PASSBOOK PRINTERS IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE TRANSACTIONS ARE VAL IDATED
AND PROCESSED BY THE VALID SYSTEM. PREVIOUSLY, IT TOOK A MUCH
LONGER TIME FOR THESE TO BE ISSUED, SOMETIMES TAKING AS LONG AS
SEVERAL DAYS.

MOREOVER THE SYSTEM CAN IMMEDIATELY DETECT UNAUTHORISED
ALTERATIONS AND FORGERIES OF LICENCES WHICH MAY HAVE ESCAPED MANUAL

EXAMINAT ION.

ANOTHER ADVANTAGE IS DERIVED FROM THE POLICE INFORMATION
SYSTEM WHICH CAN READILY PROVIDE THE TRAFFIC POL ICEMAN ON PATROL
WITH INSTANT PARTICULARS OF STOLEN VEHICLES OR WANTED PERSONS WHEN
HE CALLS IN BY RADIO, MR SIT SAID.
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TAl PO PRIME SITE SOLD
% * % %

THE LANDS DEPARTMENT HAS AWARDED A SITE IN TAl PO NEW TOWN
UNDER THE PRIVATE SECTOR PARTICIPATION SCHEME TO ASCOL| ENTERPRISES
LTD. FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF A HIGH-RISE COMMERCIAL-RESIDENTIAL
COMPLEX, IT WAS ANNOUNCED TODAY (TUESDAY).

THE COMPANY, A SUBSIDIARY OF SHUI ON (HOLDINGS) LTD,, PUT UP
A PREMIUM OF $42.28 MILLION FOR THE 1,346 HECTARES SITE, LOCATED
IN A PRIME POSITION WITHIN THE TOWN CENTRE.

THE TA! PO DISTRICT LANDS OFFICER, MR VICTOR LEUNG, SAID
THAT OF THE FIVE TENDER APPLICATIONS RECEIVED, THE PROPOSALS
SUBMITTED BY ASCOL| ENTERPRISES LTD. WERE CONSIDERED THE
MOST ACCEPTABLE AND THE PREMIUM TENDERED REALISTIC AND REASONABLE.

HE SAID THAT UNDER THE CONDITIONS OF SALE, THE SUCCESSFUL
TENDERER IS REQUIRED TO BUILD A COMMERCIAL PODIUM WITH ONE DOUBLE
AND THREE SINGLE CRUCIFORM RESIDENTIAL TOWER BLOCKS ON TOP OF IT.

+THE PROPOSALS PUT FORWARD BY THE DEVELOPER SHOW THAT THERE
WILL BE 1 408 DOMESTIC FLATS RANGING IN SIZES FROM 35.75 SQUARE
METRES TO 47 SQUARE METRES,+ HE SAID.

COMMERCIAL FACILITIES THAT WILL ALSO BE PROVIDED INCLUDE
CINEMAS, A RESTAURANT, A BOWLING ALLEY, K INDERGARTENS AND

RETAIL SHOPS, MR LEUNG ADDED.

THE DEVELOPMENT, EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETED BY MID-1985, WILL
BE LINKED TO ADJACENT TOWN CENTRE SITES BY ELEVATED WALKWAYS FOR
PEDESTR IANS AND THE PODIUM WILL BE LANDSCAPED TO PROV IDE RECREATIONAL

FACILITIES FOR RESIDENTS.

MR LEUNG SAID THAT HE WAS PLEASED WITH THE KEEN RESPONSE
SHOWN BY DEVELOPERS FOR THIS SITE AS IT CLEARLY INDICATED THAT
THERE WAS CONF IDENCE IN THE PROPERTY MARKET IN TAl PO.
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SURVEY OF EMPLOYMENT, VACANCIES AND PAYROLL
* % *

THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT WILL NEXT MONTH BE
CONDUCTING A SURVEY OF EMPLOYMENT, VACANCIES AND PAYROLL IN
MAJOR SECTORS OF THE ECONOMY,

SUCH SURVEY RESULTS ARE USEFUL IN PROVIDING SHORT-TERM
ECONOMIC INDICATORS AS WELL AS INFORMATION ON STRUCTURAL CHANGES
IN THE LABOUR MARKET IN HONG KONG, A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT
EXPLAINED TODAY.

THE SURVEY WILL COVER ABOUT 40 000 ESTABL ISHMENTS DRAWN
FROM VAR IOUS SECTORS, INCLUDING THE INDUSTRIAL SECTOR, THE
WHOLESALE, RETAIL, IMPORT AND EXPORT TRADES, RESTAURANT AND
HOTEL SECTOR AND SERVICE SECTOR.
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INFORMATION WILL BE SOUGHT ON THE NUMBER OF PERSONS ENGAGEL
AND EXISTING VACANCIES IN EACH ESTABL ISHMENT.

SOME 10 000 ESTABL ISHMENTS WILL BE SELECTED FROM THE SAMPLE
FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION TO BE OBTAINED ON PAYROLL IN EACH OF
THE THREE MONTHS DURING THE REFERENCE PERIOD OF OCTOBER TO
DECEMBER,

QUESTIONNAIRES WILL BE MAILED TO INDIVIDUAL BUSINESS
ESTABL ISHMENTS EARLY NEXT MONTH.

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS ORDER 1982
(LEGAL NOTICE NO. 69 OF 1982, GAZETTED ON MARCH 5, 1982),
ESTABL ISHMENTS RECE!VING QUESTIONNAIRES ARE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE
AND RETURN THEM TO THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT WITHIN
THE SPECIFIED PERIOD.

RETURN ENVELOPES ARE PROVIDED TO ASSIST ESTABL ISHMENTS IN
MAILING BACK THEIR COMPLETED RETURNS.

RESPONDENTS WHO HAVE DIFFICULTY IN COMPLETING THE FORMS
MAY CONTACT THE DEPARTMENT FOR ASSISTANCE AT THE FOLLOWING
TELEPHONE NUMBERS 5-436551, 5-444301, 5-455661, 5-455668.
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LABOUR LAW OFFENCES
* % *

A TOTAL OF 660 PROSECUTIONS FOR BREACHES OF LABOUR LAWS TAKEN
OUT BY THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT IN NOVEMBER RESULTED IN FINES AMOUNTING
TO MORE THAN $560 000, A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT SAID TODAY.

MOST OF THE CASES CONCERNED BREACHES OF THE FACTORIES AND
INDUSTR IAL UNDERTAK INGS ORDINANCE AND ITS VARIOUS SUBSIDIARY
REGULATIONS, THE EMPLOYMENT ORDINANCE AND THE WOMEN AND YOUNG
PERSONS ( INDUSTRY) REGULATIONS,

THERE WERE 225 CASES CONCERNING VIOLATIONS OF SAFETY
REGULATIONS, WITH $338 400 IN FINES, THESE INCLUDED 84 CASES
(WITH $131 200 IN FINES) FOR BREACH OF THE FACTORIES AND INDUSTR |AL
UNDERTAK INGS EGUARDING AND OPERATION OF MACHINERY) REGULATIONS
AND 64 CASES (WITH $134 000 IN FINES) FOR BREACH OF THE CONSTRUCTION
SITES (SAFETY) REGULATIONS,

AND THERE WERE 380 CASES RELATING TO BREACHES OF THE WOMEN
AND YOUNG PERSONS ( INDUSTRY) REGULATIONS WITH $195 100 IN F INES.

OF THE OTHER PROSECUTIONS, 20 CASES CONCERNED FAILURE TO
KEEP RECORDS OF EMPLOYEES, LEADING TO $11 000 IN FINES.




CAS HOLDING CHARITY SPORTS DAY
* % %

A CHARITY SPORTS DAY WILL BE HELD BY THE CIVIL AID SERVICES
AS ONE OF THE MAJOR EVENTS TO MARK ITS 30TH ANNIVERSARY, ON
SATURDAY (JANUARY 1) AT THE CAS KOWLOON TRAINING CENTRE, FROM
9 AM TO 1 PM,

THE EVENT WILL BE HELD IN TWO PARTS -- A ROAD RUN FOR CAS
ADULT MEMBERS AND A ’TELEMATCH’ MINI-SPORTS GAMES FOR THE CADETS.

PARTICIPANTS WILL BE SPONSORED BY RELATIVES AND FRIENDS AS
WELL AS TEAM MEMBERS AND ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO TO THE CHESHIRE HOMES
IN CHUNG HOM KOK, A PHILANTHROPIC ORGANISATION FOR THE AGED.

ABOUT 200 ADULT MEMBERS WILL TAKE PART IN THE ROAD RUN, WHICH
WILL BE IN THE FORM OF A RELAY, THE RUN WILL START FROM THE CAS
KOWLOON TRAINING CENTRE, AND MOVE ALONG ARGYLE STREET, TIN KWONG
ROAD, FARM ROAD, MA TAU WAI ROAD, MA TAU CHUNG ROAD, MA TAU WAI
ESTATE AND END AT THE REAR GATE OF THE TRAINING CENTRE.

THE 'TELEMATCH’ SPORTS GAMES WILL TAKE PLACE IN THE COMPOUND
OF THE CENTRE, WITH ABOUT 200 CADETS PARTICIPATING,
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IMPROVEMENTS TO TAI PO COUNTRY WALK NEARING COMPLET ION
* % X % %

MORE AND MORE PEOPLE WILL BE ATTRACTED TO THE COUNTRY SIDE
IN TAI PO AS THE LOCAL DISTRICT BOARD IS CONTINUING IMPROVEMENT
WORKS TO THE TAI PO COUNTRY WALK SYSTEM.

THE NETWORK, MODELLED ON THE MACLEHOSE TRAIL, PROVIDES IDEAL
ROUTES FOR BOTH LEISURE WALKERS AND HIKERS,

THE DISTRICT BOARD HAS ALLOCATED SOME $150 00O FROM ITS
MINOR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPROVEMENT VOTE FOR PHASE | OF IMPROVEMENT
WORKS NOW BEING CARRIED OUT ALONG THE TRAIL WHICH IS A CIRCULAR
ROUTE FROM TAl PO KAU TO WONG Y| AU, LAl CHI SHAN, PUN CHUN YUEN,
LEAD MINE PASS AND BACK TO TAI PO KAU.

THE IMPROVEMENT WORKS, NOW NEARING COMPLETION, INCLUDE
CUTTING TALL GRASSES, PAVING FOOTPATHS AND THE PROVISION OF STEPS
WHERE NECESSARY.

INFORMAT ION BOARDS HAVE ALSO BEEN INSTALLED AT ALL ENTRANCES
INCLUDING PUN CHUNG, TAI PO KAU, THE NEW KCR INTERCHANGE AND
HA WONG YI AU. IN ADDITION, THERE ARE VARIOUS SIGNS AND BENCHES
ALONG THE TRAIL,

PAMPHLETS WITH MAPS AND DESCRIPTIONS OF FACILITIES WILL SOON
EE DISTRIBUTED TO ORGANISATIONS, SCHOOLS AND HOUSING ESTATES.

PHASE 11 OF THE IMPROVEMENT WORKS COVERING CLOUDY HILL AND
FUNG YUEN AREA WILL BE CARRIED OUT IN THE NEXT F INANCIAL YEAR.
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SALT WATER MAINS WORK
kXK

SALT WATER SUPPLY TO CERTAIN PREMISES IN SAU MAU PING WILL
BE TURNED OFF FOR FIVE HOURS FROM 9 AM ON FRIDAY (DECEMBER 31)
TO FACILITATE WATER MAINS WORK,

AREAS AFFECTED WILL BE SAU MAU PING ESTATE, LAM TIN ESTATE,
HONG LEE ROAD, HONG NING ROAD, KUNG LOK ROAD, CHOI WAN ESTATE,
SHUN LEE ESTATE, SHUN ON ESTATE, AND SHUN TIN ESTATE.

WATER F IGURES
* % %

STORAGE IN HONG KONG’S RESERVOIRS AT 9 AM TODAY (TUESDAY)
ag$0D AT 75.7 PER CENT OF CAPACITY OR 437.090 MILLION CUBIC
RES.

THIS TIME LAST YEAR THE RESERVOIRS CONTAINED 261,296 MILL ION
CUBIC METRES OF WATER, REPRESENTING 45.2 PER CENT OF CAPACITY.






