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HK offers combination of benefits to broadcasting industry
* % % % %

Hong Kong stands to benefit from the huge new opportunities offered by the
expansion of Asia's broadcasting and entertainment industries, the Secretary for
Recreation and Culture, Mr T H Chau, said today (Thursday).

Speaking to a visiting delegation from the National Academy of Television
Arts and Sciences, Mr Chau said Hong Kong possessed a critical mass of broadcasting
talent which was probably unmatched in East and Southeast Asia.

"We have the technological expertise and the people that broadcasters need.
And we have a transparent and fair regulatory system which sets out clearly what is
expected of broadcasters, and then leaves them to get on with running their business,"
he said.

Many international broadcasters have chosen to locate their regional operations
in Hong Kong, including CNN, NBC and ESPN. Locally-based broadcasters, such as
Star TV and Wharf Cable are pioneers in their field. And Hong Kong also looks
forward to hosting the first commercial-scale VOD service in the world, to be
launched by Hong Kong Telecom next year.

For those seeking to address Asia's largest market, China, there are particular
benefits to locating their operations in Hong Kong.

"Nowhere else can match the combination of proximity, knowledge of market
conditions, and the wide range of business and official contacts which make doing
business in China so much easier," Mr Chau said.

"That's why both the Chinese Television Network and the Chinese
Entertainment Television Broadcast Limited chose to set up in Hong Kong."

Mr Chau also noted that the delegation's visit to Asia was timely because
"Asian broadcasting is being swept along by three powerful forces: growing affluence,
deregulation of broadcasting markets, and far-reaching technological developments."




b, S

Growing affluence is creating huge new markets in China, India and Indonesia,
and has increased the attraction of more mature markets in Hong Kong, Singapore,
Malaysia and Korea. Deregulation opens the door to markets which until recently
have ‘been largely served by a few state-owned channels. And technological
development offers ways both to enhance the technical quality of the product, and to
expand distribution channels.

"In short, there has never been a more exciting time or place for the
broadcasting industry," he added.

End

Secretary for Security to visit Macau
* & % % %

The Secretary for Security, Mr Peter Lai, will pay a visit to Macau this
(Thursday) afternoon during which he will meet with his counterpart, Major-General
Lages Ribeiro.

This is one of the regular meetings for the secretaries in the two places to
exchange views on security matters.

"We shall discuss a number of issues of mutual interest, including the crime
situation, illegal immigration, drug trafficking and illegal firearms," Mr Lai said.

"Apart from these, the existing liaison arrangements and the results of co-
operation will also be reviewed."

Noting the close liaison between Hong Kong and Macau in law enforcement
matters. he said it was important that the excellent relationship should continue to
develop on this basis.

The former Secretary for Security, Mr Alistair Asprey, had visited Macau in

1993.

Mr Lai will take the opportunity to attend the inauguration ceremony of the
Macau International Airport tomorrow (Friday) before returning to the territory in the
afternoon.

He will be accompanied on the visit by the Asistant Secretary, Security Branch,
Mt Clement Leung, and Chief Superintendent of Police Chris Prowse.

End




Positive policy on elderly services: SHA
¥ % % ok %k

The Government has formulated a positive policy in the provision of services
for the elderly in recent years, the Secretary for Home Affairs, Mr Michael Suen, said
today (Thursday).

Speaking at a ceremony in Sheung Shui to mark the setting up of the
Preparatory Committee for the Construction of Fung Kai Care and Attention Home for
the Elderly, Mr Suen said: "We care not only the elderly in our home but also those in
the community so that they can live in joy and comfort.

"With well received support and efforts from the community, it is eénvisaged
that elderly services will achieve significant progress."

The Fung Kai Public School has taken the lead in donating $10 million for the
construction of the first care and attention home in North District which can provide as
many as 250 care and attention places for the elderly.

At the ceremony today, the Liu Man Shek Tong also donated $1 million
towards the project.

Construction work for the home is expected to commence in early 1996.

Board recommends declaration of three historical sites
¥ % % % %

Three historical sites in Hong Kong have been recommended to the Antiquities
Authority for declaration as monuments.

At a meeting on December 5, members of the Antiquities Advisory Board
agreed to recommend to the Antiquities Authority the declaration of Cheung Shan
Kwu Tsz and Lo Wai in Fanling; as well as the Yamen and the remnants of the
original South Gate at the Kowloon Walled City as monuments.




Members noted that Cheung Shan Kwu Tsz, a historical monastery in the local
context, was believed to have been rebuilt in the 7th year of Tongzhi reign (1868). A
two-hall structure with two internal open courtyards, it was constructed on two
platforms with the rear one about one metre above the front. Buddha, Kwun Yum and
Tei Chong Wong (King of Hell) are worshipped there. Other deities, like Wei, To-
(Defender of the Way),and To Tei (Earth God), are also placed there.

Lo Wai is one of the five renowned walled villages in Lung Yeuk Tau, Fanling,
established by the Tang clan. It was originally a village enclosed by brick walls on all
sides. Although it was largely rebuilt with the entrance tower relocated, part of the
original village walls and the layout of the village still exist. &

The Yamen at the Kowloon Walled Cit}' is a three-h-é'll étructure with the
central portion of the building serving as the Yamen office while the rear block as the
residence for the officials and their dependants. The South Gate was the main

entrance to the building.

Another item di_s.qusséd at the meeting was .a proposal by the Héﬁsixlg __
Department to reconstruct Murray House at Ma Hang Village in Stanley. The building
was originally situated at the junction of Queensway and Garden Road in Central.

Under the proposai, the department will re-erect the three-storey buiIdih.g_ for _:;1
variety of uses. The ground floor will house mainly tourists-oriented shops while the
first and second floors are for restaurants, pubs anq cafes.

Members expressed hopes that the project, upon completion, would become a
successful tourist attraction for both local and overseas visitors.

The Board further noted an information paper concerning the Ohel Leah
Synagogue in Robinson Road. The Historical Buildings and Structures Committee of
the Board discussed the matter in detail at meetings in October and November and had
asked the Antiquities and Monuments Office (AMO) to convey their concern about the
future preservation of this place of worship to the Incorporated Trustees of the Jewish
Community of Hong Kong and to offer any expert assistance required for the
maintenance and preservation of the synagogue upon request. The AMO had written

to the Trustees accordingly.




Although it is the Board's policy not to impose declaration on private properties
and religious buildings in use without the consent of the owners, the Board
nevertheless reiterated its concern that the building should be preserved and urged the
AMO to continue to monitor the case closely in liaison with relevant government
departments. The AMO undertook to do so.

Members also spent some time discussing the further development of the old
mental hospital in High Street, Sai Ying Pun. The meeting was told that there were
plans to redevelop the site into a new District Community Centre with various welfare
facilities.

The masonry facade of the hospital would be preserved in its existing form and
incorporated into the centre to form a veranda on each floor which could provide a
quiet sitting-out area for users of the centre's facilities and local residents.

Members strongly supported preserving the historical facade on the one hand
and understood the need to provide essential community facilities in Western District
on the other.

The Antiquities Advisory Board, under the chairmanship of Mr David Lung, is
responsible for advising on any matters relating to antiquities, proposed monuments or
monuments referred to it under the Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance by the
Antiquities Authority, who is the Secretary for Recreation and Culture.

Enquiries about Hong Kong's heritage and the work of the Antiquities Advisory
Board and the Antiquities and Monuments Office should be channelled to the
Antiquities and Monuments Office at 136 Nathan Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon.

End




Youth forum to attract 600 participants
% ok % ok %

Young people will have an opportunity to exchange views with their peers,
professionals whose work concern young people and other well-known personalities to
help them establish their identity and character at a youth forum to be held on
December 17, the Chairman of the Commission on Youth, Mr Eric L1, said at a press
conference today (Thursday).

"To mark the 10th anniversary of the International Youth Year, the
Commission on Youth, the Hong Kong Council of Social Service, the Home Affairs
Branch and the Social Welfare Department, will jointly organise a large-scale open
forum for young people," Mr Li said.

"The theme of the forum is to examine the self-identity of young people in the
'90s. It is hoped that the event could help young people understand how various social
factors influence the development of the self-identity of young people.”

Some 600 young people aged between 15 and 25 will take part in group
discussions on five different topics including the family, education, media,
commercial culture and politics. The discussions will be guided by experienced social

workers;

Guest speakers will include legislators Mrs Selina Chow Liang Shuk-yee and
Ms Christine Loh Kung-wai; Mr Peter Lam Yuk-wah from the media; and Mr Tsang
Yok-sing from the political sector. They will field questions from the participants.

In addition to group discussions, there will be performance by pop singers and
dramas to stimulate discussions on how to deal with difficult situations.

"We hope the experience will encourage the next generation to face challenges
as they grow up and to shoulder responsibilities towards society.

"The views and expectations of young people voiced at the forum will be
compiled by the organisers and will be reflected to the authorities concerned for
reference in the formulation of policies on programmes and services for young
people," Mr Li added. ;

The youth forum will be held at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition
Centre from 9.30 am to 5 pm on December 17.

End




Department of Health further extends performance pledges
o s o o

To further provide quality service to the public, the Department of Health
recently has launched the final stage of its performance pledges.

Among the latest service units which join the pledges are TB and Chest
Service, Social Hygiene Service, Child Assessment Service, Special Preventive
Programme for AIDS and Hepatitis B, Pharmaceutical Service, Student Health
Service, School Dental Care Service, Occupational Health Service and Hygiene
Division.

A spokesman for the department today (Thursday) said: "The department has a
huge interface with the public. In 1994, for example, we had over 11 million
encounters with members of the community through services at our over 270 service
units.

"As a service department, we place great emphasis on the provision of quality

service."

He pointed out that the Department of Health had embarked on a Performance
Pledge Programme since December 1992.

Up to now, the majority of the department's 105 general out-patient clinics and
maternal and child health centres have been included in the Programme and pledged to
provide efficient service, quality customer/patient service and comfortable

environiment to users.

"The department is encouraged that the pledges have gone down well with staff
and customers alike and considers that the time has come to fully extend performance
pledges to all of its service units," the spokesman said.

Some of the common pledges for all the centres and clinics are individual
medical record, patient privacy and confidentiality of patient information, labelling of

dispensed drugs and provision of health education materials.

To improve communication with the users, all staff of the service units will
wear name badges. The enquiry and communication procedures will be clearly
displayed and there will be an officer designated to handle problems related to services
provided.




In a booklet produced by the department, the expected waiting time for
individual service and the standard of service that the user can expect are clearly listed

out.

Under the newly introduced Student Health Service, for example, students will
he attended to within 30 minutes of the specified appointment time. They will be
provided with a self-held health record. Students and their parents can also make use
of a telephone enquiry service.

For services that deal with applications of licences and permits, the number of
working days required for processing are clearly specified.

The booklet also informed the public the steps to take if they want to make any
comments and suggestions about the department's services, the spokesman added.

End

Applications invited to operate new GMB routes
% % %k % %

The Transport Department today (Thursday) announced that applications. will
be invited tomorrow (Friday) for the operation of 17 new green minibus (GMB)

routes.

Of these 17 routes, three are on Hong Kong Island, four in Kowloon and 10 in

the New Territories.

Applications must be made on the application form entitled "Application for
Passenger Service Licence in Respect of the Packages of Public Light Bus (Scheduled)
Routes Gazetted in 1995", which will be obtainable free of charge from tomorrow on
request at the following offices:

* Transport Department Headquarters. 41st floor, Immigration Tower. 7

Gloucester Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong;

¢ Transport Department Kowloon and New Territories Regional Offices,
seventh floor, Mongkok Government Offices, 30 Luen Wan OStreet,

Kowloon;




* Hong Kong Licensing Office, third floor, United Centre, 95 Queensway,
Hong Kong:

* Kwun Tong Licensing Office, fifth floor, Kowloon East Government Offices.
12 Lei Yue Mun Road, Kowloon; and

* Sha Tin Licensing Office, fifth floor. Citylink Plaza, Sha Tin Station. Sha
Tin, New Territories.

Details of the new routes and guidance notes will be provided to assist
applicants in completing the application form.,

Completed application forms must be returned by régistered post to the
Transport Department Headquarters at 41st floor, Immigration Tower, 7 Gloucester
Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong on or before January 8, 1996. Applications by any other
means or late applications will not be considered.

A spokesman for the department said applications would then be processed for
introduction of service in about seven to eight months' time.

A selection board comprising a non-official member of the Transport Advisory
Committee and officials from the Transport and other government departments,
including the Independent Commission Against Corruption and Transport Branch, will
select the applicants on the basis of the established criteria laid down by the board.

These criteria include experience of the applicant in transport service, his -
financial resources, the percentage of the fleet owned by the applicant and the quality
of these vehicles including their vehicle examination records, their age and the
availability of air-conditioning.

"Applicants are advised to read carefully the guidance notes provided in

completing the application form and to observe the application deadline." the
spokesman added.

End
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Sha Tin to be lit up for the festive season
® %k %k k ¥

Festive illuminations with seasonal greetings will be switched on in Sha Tin
tomorrow (Friday) to celebrate the coming Christmas and New Year.

The glistering lighting along Lek Yuen Bridge. Sand Martin Bridge and
Bunyan Bridge, Sha Tin Town Centre, Ma On Shan as well as Tai Wai Town Centre is
organised by the Planning Committee on Festive Lighting in Sha Tin with the
assistance of the Sha Tin District Office and sponsored by the Regional Council and
the Sha Tin District Board.

The switching-on ceremony will be enriched by performances of the Sha Tin
District Board Children Choir and a variety show.

Officiating the ceremony will be Deputy Director of Home Affairs, Mr Lee
Lap-sun; Sha Tin District Officer, Miss Wong Mei-lin; Assistant Director of Regional
Services (Leisure Services). Mr David Chiu: Sha Tin District Board Chairman, Mr
Choy Kan-pui; and Regional Council's Sha Tin District Chairman, Mr Pang Cheung-

wal.

Hong Kong Monetary Authority money market operations
4 % k % *

Cumulative
Time change
$ million (hours) ($Smillion)

Opening balance in the account 0930 -345
Closing balance in the account 1000 345
Change attributable to : 1100 -345
Money market activity 347 1200 -342
LAF today 133 1500 -342
1600 -347

LAF rate 4.25% bid/6.25% offer TWI 122.5 *+0.1* 7.12.95




Hong Kong Monetary Authority

EF bills EF notes

Yield Issue  Coupon Price Yield

Terms

2711 5.60 100.04 5.65
3810 6.15 100.86 5.90
5009 6.95 102.67 6.39
21l 6.82 100.75 6.79
M502 7.30 102.47 6.81

| week

1 month
3 months
6 months
12 months

Total turnover of EF bills and notes - $10,792 million

Closed December 7, 1995






