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150 ADDITIONAL MAC’S FOR THE NEW TERRITORIES
* X X x %

THE NEW TERRITORIES ADMINISTRATION IS PLANNING TO ESTABL ISH
150 MORE MUTUAL AID COMMITTEES IN THE NEW TERRITORIES NEXT
FINANCIAL YEAR.

THIS WILL BRING THE NUMBER OF N.T. MAC’S TO 410, THE DEPUTY
SECRETARY FOR THE NEW TERRITORIES, MR. JOHN CHAMBERS, SAID TODAY.

HE SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT ATTACHED GREAT IMPORTANCE TO
SUCCESSFULLY ESTABLISHING MAC’S IN THE NEW TERRITORIES,
ESPECIALLY IN THE FAST GROWING NEW TOWNS.

+THE NEW TOWNS, IN FACT, GIVE US A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO
DEVELOP THE MAC SYSTEM IN THE SENSE THAT WE CAN MOVE IN VERY
EARLY AS NEW RESIDENTIAL AREAS OPEN UP AND ENCOURAGE THE MAC’S
TO GROW AS PART OF THE DEVELOPMENT,+ HE ADDED.

+IN THIS WAY, THE MAC’S CAN HELP PREVENT SOME OF THE
PROBLEMS THAT HAVE OCCURRED IN THE DENSELY POPULATED AREAS OF
KOWLOON AND HONG KONG ISLAND.

+0UR EXPERIENCE WITH MAC’S IN THE NEW TERRITORIES SO FAR
HAS BEEN REASSURING, AND, WE BELIEVE, SUCCESSFUL,

+CERTAINLY, THE EXISTING MAC’S HAVE MADE A VALUABLE
CONTRIBUTION IN OUR MORE URBANISED AREAS,.+

MR. CHAMBERS SAID THE GREAT MAJORITY OF THE PRESENT MAC'S
WERE IN TSUEN WAN AND KWAI CHUNG, WHERE THERE ARE ALREADY
400,000 PEOPLE LIVING IN PUBLIC HOUSING ESTATES.

MOST OF THE NEW MAC’S WILL ALSO BE SET UP IN THE TSUEN WAN
NEW TOWN, HE ADDED, BUT AS THE OTHER NEW TOWNS DEVELOP WE WILL
ESTABL ISH MAC’S FROM THE START BOTH IN NEW PUBLIC HOUSING ESTATES
AND PRIVATE DEVELOPMENTS.

THERE WOULD ALSO BE MAC’S ELSEWHERE IN THE NEW TERRITORIES.
MR, CHAMBERS SAID THAT THE TARGET OF 150 MAC’S NEXT

FINANC IAL YEAR WAS SUBJECT TO THE N.T.A.’S REQUEST, NOW BEING
PREPARED, FOR ADDITIONAL STAFF TO ESTABLISH AND SERVICE THEM.
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PUBL IC DEMANDS BEST STANDARDS OF EDUCATION
* % %X % %

THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION, MR. KENNETH TOPLEY SAID TODAY
THAT THE PUBLIC DEMAND +IS FOR EDUCATION TO BE DEVELOPED TO THE
BEST STANDARDS THAT HONG KONG CAN AFFORD.+

ADDRESS ING THE LUNCHEON MEETING OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF
PENINSULA, MR. TOPLEY SAID THAT IT WAS DIFFICULT IN THE LONG RUN
FOR PRIVATE INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS TO ACHIEVE AND MAINTAIN THESE
STANDARDS WITHOUT CHARGING FEES BEYOND THE MEANS OF MOST PARENTS.

THIS WAS THE FIRST AND FOREMOST REASON WHY THE GOVERNMENT
COULD NOT ACCEPT DEMANDS FROM PRIVATE INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS. THESE
SCHOOLS WANTED THE GOVERNMENT TO DEVELOP SECONDARY EDUCATION THROUGH
THE PRIVATE INDEPENDENT SECTOR RATHER THAN BUILD NEW SCHOOLS AND THE
GOVERNMENT SHOULD F INANCIALLY ASSIST THESE SCHOOLS SO THAT THEY
COULD EMPLOY BETTER QUALIFIED TEACHERS AND RAISE STANDARDS.

- THE DIRECTOR SAID THE OTHER COGENT REASONS WHY THESE DEMANDS
COULD NOT BE ACCEPTED WERE :

% NEW SCHOOLS MUST BE BUILT AND THESE MUST BE IN THE AREAS
OF NEW DEVELOPMENT WHERE THE PEOPLE WILL BE LIVING AND
CHILDREN WILL BE, THAT IS GENERALLY IN THE NEW TOWNS.

IT WOULD NOT BASICALLY BE RIGHT FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO
SUBVENT OR OTHERWISE F INANCIALLY ASSIST THE PRIVATE
INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS SINCE THEY ARE LEGALLY BUSINESS
VENTURES AND TO ASSIST THEM FINANCIALLY IS TO SUBSIDISE
PROFITS., IT IS IMPORTANT FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO UPHOLD
THIS PRINCIPLE.

EVEN WITH A DEGREE OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IT IS NOT CLEAR
THAT THE MAJORITY OF PRIVATE INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS WILL
ACHIEVE THE STANDARDS WHICH HONG KONG WILL NEED IN FUTURE.

REFERRING TO ACCUSATIONS OF IRRESPONSIBILITY, INCONSISTENCY
AND INSINCERITY ON THIS ISSUE, MR. TOPLEY STATED:z +IT IS NOT
IRRESPONS IBLE TO CARRY OUT THE EVIDENT WISH OF THE HONG KONG
POPULATION TO DEVELOP EDUCATION ON A SOUND BASIS FOR GOOD STANDARDS
AND TO BUILD SCHOOLS WHERE THEY ARE NEEDED.,

+OUR POLICIES ARE CONSISTENT TO DEVELOP EDUCATION THROUGH
THE AIDED SECTOR SO FAR AS POSSIBLE. AND | HAVE INDICATED THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THESE POLICIES OVER TIME., THE BUYING OF PLACES
IN PRIVATE INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS HAS NEVER BEEN REGARDED BY THE
GOVERNMENT AS A LONG-TERM AIM BUT RATHER AS NECESSARY UNTIL MORE
LONG-TERM PLANS CAN BE BROUGHT TO FRUITION.

+AS FOR MY SINCERITY YOU MUST JUDGE FOR YOURSELVES,+

/THE DIRECTCR.. ..




THE DIRECTOR, HOWEVER, MADE THIS COMMENT: +| BEL IEVE THE
CAUSE OF COMPLAINT HERE IS THAT IT IS NOW CLEAR THAT THE GOVERNMENT
IS GOING TO DO WHAT IT ALWAYS SAID IT INTENDED TO DO.+

NEVERTHELESS HE BEL IEVED THAT THERE WOULD ALWAYS BE SOME
PARENTS WHO PREFERRED TO SEND THEIR CHILDREN TO PRIVATE INDEPENDENT
SCHOOLS AND THAT THERE WOULD ACCORDINGLY ALWAYS BE A ROLE FOR THEM.

+WHAT IS MORE,+ HE POINTED OUT, +THE GOVERNMENT IS INTRODUC ING
SUBS ID ISED EDUCATION FOR ALL UP TO FORM 3 AND FOR 40 PER CENT
GOING ON TO FORMS 4 AND 5 IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR SO THAT THERE WILL
REMAIN A ROLE FOR INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS PARTICULARLY IN FORMS 4, 5
AND 6 AND IN TEACHING THE VARIOUS PRACTICAL SKILLS WHICH PEOPLE
NEED TO EARN A LIVING,.+

MR, TOPLEY SAID THAT THIS WAS THE CASE IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS
WHERE THERE WERE A FREE PLACE AVAILABLE FOR ALL IN EITHER AN AIDED
OR GOVERNMENT SCHOOL BUT THERE WERE STILL 300 PRIVATE FEE=PAYING
PR IMARY SCHOOLS WITH NEARLY 100,000 PUPILS IN THEM. THIS WAS A
CHOICE BY THE PARENTS CONCERNED.

THE DIRECTOR CONCLUDED: +| PERSONALLY LOOK FORWARD TO A
CONTINUING DIALOGUE WITH INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS A"D THEIR ASSOCIATIONS
TO MEET AND OVERCOME OUR PROBLEMS AND DIFFERENCES, NEVERTHELESS
| BELIEVE OUR BASIC POLICIES ARE RIGHT. PRIVATE INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS
PROVIDE A USEFUL COMMUNITY SERVICE BUT THEY CANNOT BE THE PERMANENT
CENTRE PIECE OF OUR EDUCATIONAL PLANS.+
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DEATH SENTENCES COMMUTED
¥ % % %

THE ACTING GOVERNOR, AFTER TAKING INTO CONSIDERATION THE

ADVICE OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, HAS DECIDED THAT THE DEATH
SENTENCE PASSED ON MAY 7, 1976 ON WONG KWAN-=TA| SHOULD BE COMMUTED

TO LIFE IMPRISONMENT.
WONG WAS FOUND GUILTY OF THE MURDER OF LEE AH=LOI,

IN ANOTHER CASE, THE DEATH SENTENCE PASSED ON APRIL 14, 1976
ON LAU MIU=YIN, WHO WAS FOUND GUILTY OF THE MURDER OF CHUNG SIU-
WAH, WAS COMMUTED TO A TERM OF 12 YEARS®' IMPRISONMENT.
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EMERGENCY REL IEF WORK OF S.Ww.D.
X X X % %

A TOTAL OF 1,941 FAMILIES COMPRISING 12 736 PERSONS RECIEVED
EMERGENCY REL IEF &ROM THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPERTMENT TO MEET
THEIR IMMEDIATE NEEDS DURING THE LAST F INANC IAL YEAR.

THEY WERE MOSTLY FIRE VICTIMS, PEOPLE AFFECTED BY CLEARANCE
OPERATIONS OR VICTIMS OF OTHER DISﬁSTERS.

THE RELIEF CAME IN THE FORM OF FOOD ASSISTANCE AND R E
ARTICLES. ; '

DURING THE YEAR UNDER REVIEW, THE TWO DEPARTMENTAL K ITCHENS
gEELgNFggET;SEAND AND THE OTHER IN KOWLOON, PREPARED 212,168 HOT’
ESE VICTIMS. IN ADDITION, 38,920 MEALS OF DRY RATIONS

WERE HANDED OUT, ’ Ve Vs e

REL IEF ARTICLES DISTRIBUTED INCLUDED 9,857 BLANKETS, 1,648
POTS, 8,372 BOWLS, 8,372 PAIRS OF CHOPSTICKS, 8,481 TOWELS, 8,372
ES, 8,452 BARS OF SOAP, 9,372 MUGS, 136 TINS OF
POWDER AND 8,372 MATS. R Tt
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REGISTRATION TEAM TO OPERATE AT SHA TAU KOK
kX % ¥ ¥ %

A TEAM FROM THE REGISTRATION OF PERSONS DEPARTMENT WILL CONDUCT
REGISTRATIONS AT THE SHA TAU KOK GOVERNMENT SCHOOL FOR RESIDENTS
AND PEOPLE LIVING NEARBY FOR TWO DAYS FROM NOVEMBER 24
(WEDNESDAY).

THE VISIT IS TO ENABLE PARENTS AND GUARDIANS TO REGISTER
THEIR CHILDREN OR WARDS OF 11 YEARS OF AGE FOR JUVENILE IDENTITY
CARDS AND HOLDERS OF JUVENILE IDENTITY CARDS TO REGISTER FOR ADULT
IDENTITY CARDS ON REACHING 18 YEARS OF AGE.

REGISTRATIONS WILL BE CONDUCTED BETWEEN 9.30 A.M. AND
4,30 P.M. DAILY.

ALL PEOPLE LIVING IN THIS AREA ARE REMINDED OF THEIR
RESPONSIBILITY TO REG1STER THEMSELVES AND THEIR CHILDREN FOR
IDENTITY CARDS. THEY SHOULD REPQORT CHANGES OF EMPLOYMENT OR
RESIDENTIAL ADDRESSES, MARITAL STATUS, OR ANY OTHER PARTICULARS
WHICH HAVE CHANGED SINCE REGISTERING FOR THEIR IDENTITY CARDS.
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F INAL MATCHES OF ANTI-NARCD;I&S CUP BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
* ¥*

THE 1976 ANTI-NARCOTICS CUP AND E.P, HO CUP BASKETBALL
TOURNAMENT REACHES ITS CLIMAX ON FRIDAY (NOVEMBER 19) EVENING
WHEN THE LAST TWO MATCHES OF THE FINAL ROUND WILL BE PLAYED AT

SOUTHORN PLAYGROUND, WAN CHAI,

THE FIRST MATCH, STARTING AT 7 P,M., WILL BE PLAYED BETWEEN
THE TEAMS REPRESENTING EASTERN CITY DISTRICT AND CENTRAL/WESTERN
CITY DISTRICT. THE SECOND MATCH BETWEEN THE TEAMS FROM YAUMATI
AND KWUN TONG WILL BEGIN AT 8 P.M, ADMISSIONS WILL BE FREE,

THESE FOUR TEAMS, TOGETHER WITH ANOTHER ONE FROM
THE WONG TAIl SIN CITY DISTRICT, HAVE ENTERED THE FINALS AFTER
ELIMINATING 79 OTHER TEAMS FROM 10 CITY DISTRICTS DURING THE
PREL IMINARY AND SEMI=F INAL ROUNDS OF THE TOURNAMENT,.

AT THE END OF THE MATCHES THE DIRECTOR OF HOME AFFAIRS,
MR. JOHN WALDEN, AND THE COMMISSIONER FOR NARCOTICS, MR. E.l. LEE,
WILL PRESENT PRIZES TO THE WINNING TEAM.

THE TWO-MONTH-LONG TOURNAMENT IS PART OF THIS YEAR’S DRUG
ABUSE PREVENTION PROGRAMME OF THE ACTION COMMITTEE AGAINST

NARCOTICS (ACAN). IT 1S ORGANIZED JOINTLY BY THE HOME AFFAIRS
DEPARTMENT, THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT’S RECREATION AND SPORT
SERVICE, THE HONG KONG AMATEUR BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION AND ACAN.

THE PROGRAMME AIMS TO ENCOURAGE YOUNG PEOPLE TO DEVELOP A
GREATER INTEREST IN SPORTS AS ALTERNATIVES TO DRUG ABUSE.

NOTE TO EDITORS:

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO SEND YOUR REPORTERS AND
PHOTOGRAPHERS TO COVER THE MATCHES AND THE PRIZE=GIVING
CEREMONY ON FRIDAY (NOVEMBER 19) EVENING. BOTH MATCHES WILL
TAKE PLACE IN THE INDOOR BASKETBALL COURT OF SOUTHORN
PLAYGROUND.

PIREINCCRPSSHPEEN ¢ (o
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OPT FOR TUEN MUN OR SHATIN
HOUSING DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN ADVISES

Applicants applying for public housing through the chsing
Department waltlng list were advised today (Tuesday) to opt for

accommodation in the New Territories.

Applicants are normally required to list three districts of
their choice in order of preference when £illing in their application

forms,

A Housing Department spokesman advised that they should

nominate either Tuen Mun or Shatin as their first choice,

"Such applicants will likely be housed earlier than those who. ., .

seek accommodation in the urban estates which are -now fully let and

casual vacancies are few and far in between," the Spokesman said,

Also, there are already more than enough early applicants to

fill vacancies in the urban estates for many years to come,
At both Tuen Mun and Shatin, a number of sites have been

earmarked for public housing estates,

Tai Hing Estate at Tuen Mun will be ready for OCCupatidn_
by the middle of next year. Work on the Wo Che Estate in Shatin is
progressing smoothly and the first domestic block is expected to be

completed by late next year,
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