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GENERAL RECOGNITION OF MANDATORY REPATRIATION ACHIEVED
¥ ¥ X %X X

THE REFUGEE CO-ORDINATOR. MR MIKE HANSON. SAID TODAY (THURSDAY)
THE MAIN ACHIEVEMENT OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING I[N GENEVA WAS
THE GENERAL RECOGNITION OF MANDATORY REPATRIATION BY THE WORLD
COMMUNITY .

HE SAID WHAT WAS NOT AGREED AT THE MEETING WAS WHEN MANDATORY
REPATRIATION SHOULD START.

HE SAID THIS FAILURE TO ACHIEVE A CONSENSUS ON A TIME-FRAME FOR
MANDATORY REPATRIATION WAS DISAPPOINTING.

HE POINTED OUT THAT THE DISCUSSIONS AT THE STEERING COMMITTEE
MEETING HAD COME CLOSE TO A FULL CONSENSUS WITH ONLY TWO COUNTRIES
OPPOSING THE GENERAL AGREEMENT.

"APART FROM THE UNITED STATES AND VIETNAM. ALL PARTICIPANTS
AGREED THAT THE MANDATORY REPATRIATION PROGRAMME SHOULD COMMENCE 1IN
JULY .

“IT WAS AGREED THAT THERE WOULD BE MONITORING OF RETURNEES'
WELFARE BY AN INTERNATIONAL AGENCY.

"THIS AMOUNTS TO VERY CONSIDERABLE PROGRESS AND UNHCR HAVE
AGREED TO UNDERTAKE FURTHER CONSULTATIONS WITH A VIEW TO REMOVING THE
REMAINING OBSTACLES TO CONSENSUS.®

MR HANSON SAID HE HOPED THAT THE FURTHER CONSULTATIONS WOULD
RESULT IN AN AGREEMENT ON TIMING.

"WHATEVER THE OUTCOME OF THESE FURTHER DISCUSSIONS. THE
GOVERNMENT'S POLICY REMAINS THAT OF REPATRIATING THOSE BOAT PEOPLE
WHO DO NOT QUALIFY FOR REFUGEE STATUS." HE SAID. :

HLE POINTED OUT THAT THERLE WAS NO QUESTION "OF A NEW DEADLINE
FOR VIETNAMESE BOAT PEOPLE. AND THAT ALL VBP ARRIVING IN HONG KONG
AFTER THE JUNE 16. 1988 CUT-OFF DATE. INCLUDING NEW ARRIVALS. WOULD
BE SUBJECT TO THE SCREENING POLICY:.

“THERE 18 NO QUESTION OF A NEW CUT-OFF DATE." HE SAlD.

'E  NOT SCREENED ([N AS REFUGEES MUST BE
E INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY HAS NOW ENDORSED

REPATRIATED TO VIETNAM. TH
) THE ONLY OUTSTANDING ISSUE [S THE MATTER

THIS GENERAL PRINCIFLE AN
OF TIMING."

“"ALL THOSE WHO A
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PROVISIONAL TRADE FIGURES FOR DECEMBER RELEASED
¥ ¥ X ¥ X

DOMESTIC EXPORTS REMAINED WEAK IN DECEMBER, WHILE THE GROWTH
RATE OF RE-EXPORTS CONTINUED TO SLOW DOWN., AFFECTED BOTH BY THE
REDUCED RE-EXPORT GROWTH AND BY A SLACKENING 1IN RETAINED IMPORTS,
IMPORTS CONTINUED TO DECLINE FROM A YEAR EARLIER.

THIS IS SHOWN IN THE PROVISIONAL TRADE FIGURES RELEASED TODAY
(THURSDAY) BY THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT.

THE VALUE OF DOMESTIC EXPORTS 1IN DECEMBER 1989 "WAS §$19,915
MILLION, $1,258 MILLION OR 5.9 PER CENT LESS THAN IN DECEMBER 1988,
WHILE THE VALUE OF RE-EXPORTS INCREASED BY $1,464 MILLION OR 5.2 PER
CENT TO $29,587 MILLION.

THE VALUE OF TOTAL EXPORTS (DOMESTIC EXPORTS PLUS RE-EXPORTS),
AT $49,502 MILLION IN DECEMBER 1989, WAS THUS ONLY $206 MILLION OR
0.4 PER CENT HIGHER THAN IN DECEMBER 1988.

THE VALUE OF IMPORTS DECREASED BY 5.5 PER CENT OR $2,738
MILLION FROM A YEAR EARLIER, TO $47,445 MILLION IN DECEMBER 1989.

AS THE VALUE OF TMPORTS WAS SMALLER THAN THAT OF TOTAL EXPORTS,
A VISIBLE TRADE SURPLUS OF $2,057 MILLION, EQUIVALENT TO 4.3 PER CENT
OF THE VALUE OF IMPORTS, WAS RECORDED IN DECEMBER 1988.

THIS COMPARES WITH A DEFICIT OF $887 MILLION, EQUIVALENT TO
1.8 PER CENT OF THE VALUE OF IMPORTS, RECORDED IN DECEMBER 1988.

PUTTING THESE TRADE FIGURES IN PERSPECTIVE, THE VALUE OF TOTAL
EXPORTS FOR 1989 AS A WHOLE WAS $570,509 MILLION, MADE UP OF DOMESTIC
EXPORTS OF $224,104 MILLION AND RE-EXPORTS OF $346,405 MILLION.

COMPARED WITH 1988, IN VALUE TERMS TOTAL EXPORTS GREW BY
$77,440 MILLION OR 15.7 PER CENT, DOMESTIC EXPORTS BY $6,440 MILLION
OR 3.0 PER CENT, AND RE-EXPORTS BY $71,000 MILLION OR 25.8 PER CENT.

OVER THE SAME PERIOD, THE VALUE OF IMPORTS JREW BY $63,984
MILLION OR 12.8 PER CENT, TO $562,782 MILLION.

A VISIBLE TRADE SURPLUS OF $7,727 MILLION, EQUIVALENT TO 1.4
PER CENT OF THE VALUE OF IMPORTS, WAS RECORDED IN 1989.

THIS COMPARES WITH A DEFICIT OF $5,729 MILLION, EQUIVALENT TO
1.1 PER CENT OF THE VALUE OF IMPORTS, RECORDED IN 1988,

COMMENTING ON THESE FIGURES, A GOVERNMENT SECRETARTAT
SPOKESMAN SATID THAT THE PERFORMANCE OF DOMESTIC EXPORTS HAD BEEN
SLUGGISH SINCE MAY 19889.

THE VALUE OF DOMESTIC EXPORTS SHOWED NEGATIVE YEAR-ON-YEAR
GROWTH RATES 1IN SEPTEMBER, NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER.

/ANOTHER DEVELOPMENT
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ANOTHER DEVELOPMENT OF CONCERN WAS THE CONTINUED DECELERATION
OVER THE PAST FEW MONTHS IN THE GROWTH RATE OF RE-EXPORTS.

A LARGE PART OF THIS WAS DUE TO A MARKED DECLINE IN RE-EXPORTS
TO CHINA, ALTHOUGH RE-EXPORTS OF CHINA ORIGIN STILL RECORDED
SIGNIFICANT GROWTH.

THE SPOKESMAN ADDED THAT, ON A YEAR-ON-YEAR COMPARISON, THE
VALUE OF RETAINED IMPORTS SHOWED CONSIDERABLE DECREASES IN THE SECOND
HALF OF 1989.

THIS SUGGESTED THAT BOTH DOMESTIC DEMAND AND DOMESTIC EXPORTS
WOULD REMAIN RELATIVELY WEAK IN THE SHORT TERM.

THE FOLLOWING TABLE PRESENTS THE PROVISIONAL TRADE FIGURES FOR
DECEMBER 1989:

MERCHANDISE: DOMESTIC EXPORTS : $19,915 MILLION
RE-EXPORTS . $29,587 MILLION
TOTAL EXPORTS . $49,502 MILLION
IMPORTS - $47,445 MILLION
TRADE BALANCE : $2,057 MILLION [IN SURPLUS]

COMPARATIVE FIGURES
OCT 89 OCT 88
TO TO
LATEST 3 MONTHS DEC 89 DEC 88 INCREASE
HK$ MN, HK$ MN. HKS MN. %

DOMESTIC EXPORTS 60,177 61,291 AL
RE-EXPORTS 91,617 82,457 9,160
TOTAL EXPORTS 151,794 143,748 8,046
IMPORTS 142,552 144,195 -1,643
TRADE BALANCE 9,242 -4417 9,689

DECEMBER DECEMBER
SAME MONTH LAST YEAR 1989 1988 INCREASE
HKS MN. HK$ MN. HK$ MN. %

DOMESTIC EXPORTS 9,915 219173 -1,268
% OF TOTAL EXPORTS) A0, (43.0%)

RE-EXPORTS 29,587 28,123 1,464

TOTAL EXPORTS 9,502 19,296 206

IMPORTS L A4 50,183 ~2.738

TRADE BALANCE 2,08 887 2,944

JLAST MONTH
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LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS
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THE GOVERNMENT TODAY { THURSDAY)
LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS TO SET UP THE HONG
ACCREDITATION (HKCAA).
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"UNDER THE BILL, THFE HKCAA WILL BE EMPOWERED TO CARRY OUT
ACADEMIC ACCREDITATION OF THE POLYTECHNICS, THE BAPTIST “COLLEGE, THE
OPEN LEARNING INSTITUTE AND THE ACADEMY FOR PERFORMING ARTS.

"SURJECT TO THE CONSENT OF THE GOVERNOR, OTHER INSTITUTIONS
MAY ALSO REQUEST THE SERVICES 0Ol THE HKCAA, IN CARRYING OUT ITS
FUNCTIONS, THE HKCAA WILL WORK CLOSELY WITH THE INSTITUTIONS
CONCERNED. "

THE SPOKESMAN SAID THE CREATION OF THE HKCAA AS PART OF HONG
KONG'S HIGHER EDUCATIONAI, INFRASTRUCTURE WAS IMPORTANT 1IN ENSURING
THAT STANDARDS WOULD REMAIN HIGH IN A FAST EXPANDING AND INCREASINGLY
SOPHISTICATED EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM AT THE TERTIARY LEVEL.

"SOME MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC HAVE DRAWN ATTENTION TO THE
POSSIBILITY THAT THE GOVERNMENT'S PLANS TO ACCELERATE THE INCREASE 1IN
THE NUMBER OF DEGREE LEVEL PLACES BY 1995 MAY LEAD TO LOWER ACADEMIC
STANDARDS. THE HKCAA WILL HELP TO ENSURE THAT THIS SITUATION DOES NOT
OCCUR," HE SAID.

“THE BILL PROVIDES THAT THE COUNCIL WILL CONSIST OF A MAXIMUM
OF 21 MEMBERS DRAWN FROM LOCAL AND OVERSEAS ACADEMICS AS WELL A8
LOCAL PERSONALITIES WITH EXPERIENCE IN COMMERCE, INDUSTRY AND THE
PROFESSTONS. THEY WILL BE APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR. IN ADDITION, THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE COUNCIL WILL BE A MEMBER EX-OFFICIO.

"THE COUNCIL WILL BE SERVICED BY A STAFF OF ACADEMICS AND SOME
CIVIL SERVANTS ON SECONDMENT FROM GOVERNMENT.

"THE BILI. REQUIRES AN ANNUAL REPORT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE
COUNCIL TO BE TABLED IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. THE BILL ALSO MAKES
UNAUTHORISED USE OF THE TITLE OF HKCAA AN OFFENCE."

W SOy s [

NEW CONTROLS ON SULPHUR CONTENT OF INDUSTRIAL FUELS
¥ ¥ x ¥ 2

NEW LEGAL, CONTROLS TO REDUCE THE SULPHUR CONTENT OF INDUSTRIAL
FUELS WILL: BE IN PLACE ON JULY 1.

THE GOVERNMENT PUBLISHED IN THE GAZETTE TODAY { THURSDAY ) THE
NEW AIR POLLUTION CONTROIl, (FUEL RESTRICTION) REGULATIONS 1890.

THE REGULATIONS INTRODUCE A TERRITORY-WIDE RESTRICTION ON THE
SULPHUR CONTENT OF INDUSTRIAL LIQUID FUEL TO NO MORE THAN 0.5 PER
CENT BY WEIGHT.

INDUSTRIAL DIESEL IS SPECIFIED AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR HIGH
SULPHUR INDUSTRIAL FUEL OIL. ;

/THE REGULATIONS
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THE REGULATIONS ALSO LIMIT THE USE OF SOLID FUEL TO NO MORE
THAN ONE PER CENT SULPHUR BY WEIGHT. IN SHA TIN, THE PRESENT BAN ON
LIQUID AND SOLID FUEL REMAINS. THIS MEANS THAT ONLY GASEOUS FUEL,
WHICH CONTAINS PRACTICALLY NO SULPHUR, IS ALLOWED.

THE DEPUTY SECRETARY (ENVIRONMENT ) OF THE PLANNING,
ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS BRANCH, MR MARTIN LEWIS, SAID THESE REGULATIONS
REPRESENTED A SIGNIFICANT STEP IN REDUCING AIR POLLUTION IN HONG KONG.

"WE ARE ABSOLUTELY DETERMINED TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF THE
AIR WE BREATHE," MR LEWIS SAID.

"AND THE NEW CONTROLS REPRESENT A COMPLETELY EFFECTIVE AND
RELIABLE METHOD OF REDUCING SULPHUR DIOXIDE IN THE AIR," HE ADDED.

UNDER THE REGULATIONS, NON-COMPLIANCE WILL RESULT IN A MAXIMUM
PENALTY OF SIX MONTHS' IMPRISONMENT AND A FINE OF $20,000, PLUS A
DAILY FINE OF $5,000 FOR A CONTINUING OFFENCE.

HE ALSO SAID THERE WERE ALSO OTHER INCIDENTAL BENEFITS TO BE
GAINED FROM SWITCHING TO LOW-SULPHUR INDUSTRIAL DIESEL: EMISSIONS OF
OXIDES OF NITROGEN AND EMISSIONS OF RESPIRABLE SUSPENDED PARTICULATES
WOULD ALSO BE VERY SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCED.

"BOTH OF THESE ARE ALSO HARMFUL POLLUTANTS WHICH EXIST IN TOO
HIGH A CONCENTRATION IN OUR AIR," MR LEWIS SAID.

HONG KONG SUFFERS FROM SERIOUS AIR POLLUTION CAUSED BY SULPHUR
DIOXIDE. AT HIGH CONCENTRATIONS, 1T CAUSES RESPIRATORY ILLNESSES SUCH
AS ASTHMA AND BRONCHITIS, REDUCED LUNG FUNCTION, AND A GENERAL
INCREASE IN MORBIDITY AND MORTALITY RATES.

OVER 1.5 MILLION PEOPLE IN HONG KONG ARE PRESENTLY EXPOSED TO
UNACCEPTABLY HIGH SULPHUR DIOXIDE LEVELS.

THE SERIOUS PROBLEM WAS CAUSED BY A NUMBER OF FACTORS, MR
LEWIS SAID.

"WE HAVE A VERY HIGH DENSITY OF BOTH INDUSTRIAL AND
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS 1IN HONG KONG, .

"IT IS COMMON THAT RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS ARE IN CLOSE
PROXIMITY TO INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS. IN SOME CASES, LOCAL TOPOGRAPHY
ALSO INHIBITS THE DISPERSION OF POLLUTANTS.

"ADDING TO THIS, THE MOST COMMON FUEL USED BY FACTORIES
CONTAINS 2.5 PER CENT SULPHUR BY WEIGHT. BURNING JUST ONE TONNE OF
THIS FUEL CAUSES 50 KILOGRAM OF SULPHUR DIOXIDE TO BE EMITTED INTO
THE ATMOSPHERE," HE SAID.

MR LEWIS SAID IN ORDER TO BRING THE SULPHUR DIOXIDE IN THE AIR

DOWN TO A SAFE LEVEL, IT WAS NECESSARY TO ACHIEVE A 75 PER CENT
REDUCTION IN SULPHUR DIOXIDE.

/IN PREPARING ....
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IN PREPARING THE REGULATIONS, THE GOVERNMENT HAS CAREFULLY
CONSIDERED INDUSTRY'S COUNTER PROPOSALS, INCLUDING A PHASED REDUCTION
OVER A NUMBER OF YEARS, AND LETTING INDUSTRY CHOOSE ALTERNATIVE
METHODS TO REDUCE EMISSIONS.

HOWEVER, PHASING THE REDUCTION OF SULPHUR CONTENT WOULD MEAN A
DELAY IN REDUCING THE EXPOSURE OF PEOPLE TO POLLUTION, WITH NO
SIGNIFICANT IMPROVEMENT OVER THE PRESENT SITUATION DURING THE EARLY
PHASES .

TO ALLOW EACH FACTORY TO CHOOSE ITS OWN METHOD MEANS TACKLING
EMISSIONS ON A FACTORY BY FACTORY BASIS. THIS WOULD REQUIRE A LARGE
ARMY OF ENFORCEMENT STAFF TO CHECK EMISSIONS FROM EACH INDIVIDUAL
FACTORY .

MR LEWIS SAID THERE WOULD ALSO BE A LARGE NUMBER OF LONG
DRAWN-OUT COURT CASES, MAKING FURTHER DEMANDS ON PUBLIC RESOURCES AND
FURTHER DELAYING IMPLEMENTATION.

THE FACTORY BY FACTORY APPROACH WAS SIMPLY NOT AN EFFECTIVE
WAY TO SOLVE THE PRESENT PROBLEM.

“IT WOULD NOT BRING ABOUT THE DESIRED RESULT I[N A REASONABLE
PERIOD OF TIME. WE MUST ACT QUICKLY AND EFFECTIVELY, AS PEOPLE’'S
HEALTH IS SUFFERING," HE SAID.

e AL

RELAXATION IN CURB ON TLLEGAL FISH MARKETING ACTIVITIES
¥ ¥ ¥ * x

THE AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES DEPARTMENT (AFD) AND THE POLICE
WILL CONTINUE TO JOIN FORCES IN ELIMINATING ILLEGAL MARKETING
ACTIVITIES IN THE WHOLESALE OF MARINE FISH, THE DIRECTOR OF
AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES, DR LAWRENCE LEE, STRESSED TODAY (THURSDAY ) .

SPEAKING AT THE FISH MARKETING ORGANTSATION'S ANNUAL
PRIZE-GIVING CEREMONY AT THE ABERDEEN WHOLESALE FISH MARKET, DR LEE
APPEALED®' TO THE FISHERMEN FOR THEIR CONTINUOUS CO-OPERATION BY
MARKETING THEIR FUTURE CATCHES THROUGH THE FMO MARKETS IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE MARINE FISH (MARKETING) ORDINANCE. ;

“IN THE PAST YEAR, THERE WERE OVER 100 CASES OF SUCCESSFUL
PROSECUTIONS WITH ALL THE OFFENDERS FINED AND THEIR CATCHES
CONFISCATED.

"ONE OF THE OFFENDERS WAS EVEN SENTENCED TO THREE MONTHS'
IMPRISONMENT, SUSPENDED FOR 18 MONTHS," DR LEE POINTED OUT.

MEANWHILE, THE FMO SPARED NO EFFORT IN ENHANCING MARKETING
SERVICES AND EFFICIENCY.

/"FOLLOWING THE
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"FOLLOWING THE STRICT BAN ON FISH BUYERS FROM ENTERING THE
SORTING FLOOR AT THE CHEUNG SHA WAN FISH MARKET 1IN 1988, SIMILAR
SCHEMES WERE INTRODUCED ONE AFTER THE OTHER AT THE ABERDEEN, SHAU KEI
WAN AND TAI PO FISH MARKETS LAST YEAR," DR LEE NOTED.

"THESE MEASURES PROVE T E VERY EFFECTIVE IN IMPROVING MARKET
ORDER AND WERE WELCOMED BY FISHERMEN AND TRADERS. AS TRADING OF
FRESH FISH WAS CONDUCTED UN UNBIASED CONDITIONS, BETTER SELLING
PRICES WERE FETCHED AND RESULT FISHERMEN WERE THE ONES TO
BENEFIT," HE CONTINUEI

HE SAID A SIMILAR SCHEME FOR THE CASTLE PEAK FISH MARKET WAS
SCHEDULED TO BE IMPLEMENTED AFTER THE LUNAR NEW YEAR HOLIDAYS.

A TOTAL OF 74,000 TONNES OF FISH VALUED AT $610 MILLION WERE
SOLDP THROUGH FMO FISH MARKETS LAST YEAR.

"OTHER THAN MARKETING SERVICES, THE FMO ALSO PROVIDES LOCAL
FISHERMEN WITH LOW-INTEREST LOANS AND EDUCATION SUBSIDIES," DR LEE
SAID.

IN 1989, LOANS AMOUNTING TO $8.64 MILLION WERE GRANTED TO MEET
FISHERMEN'S OPERATIONAL NEEDS. FROM THE MARINE FISH SCHOLARSHIP FUND,
SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS AND LOANS AMOUNTING TO $247,000 IN TOTAL WERE
AWARDED TO FISHERMEN'S CHILDREN AND STUDENTS.

THE FMO ALSO ORGANISED A STUDY TOUR TO EUROPE FOR LOCAL
FISHERMEN LAST YEAR.

VISITS PAID TO VARIOUS EUROPEAN HARBOURS, FISH MARKETS AND
MARINE EXHIBITIONS DURING THE TRIP HAD BROADENED THE HORIZON OF LOCAL
FISHERMEN AND THE EXPERIENCE THEY GAINED WOULD BENEFIT THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE LOCAL FISHERIES INDUSTRY, DR LEE CONTINUED.

FORTS TO IMPROVE THE PRODUCTION EFFICIENCY
OF LOCAL FISHERMEN, DR LI NOTED THAT THE DEPARTMENT CONTINUED TO RUN
VOCATIONAL TRAINING CLASSES FOR COXSWAINS AND ENGINEERS, AS WELL AS
NAVIGATION AND MARINE ELECTRONICS COURSES 1IN 1989.

TURNING TO AFD'S E

WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE MARINE DEPARTMENT, THE _ AFD
CONDUCTED A NEW, 10-WEEK SEA-FISHING COXSWAIN ENDORSEMENT COURSE
BETWEEN SEPTEMBER AND NOVEMBER LAST YEAR.

"THE PURPOSE OF THE COURSE IS TO ENHANCE THE NAVIGATION SKILLS
AND KNOWLEDGE OF FISHERMEN, TO COPE WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF DISTANT
FISHING BY THE LOCAL FISHING FLEET AND TO CATER FOR THE FUTURE NEEDS
OF STELL HULL VESSELS," DR LEE EXPLAINED.

AT TODAY'S PRIZE-GIVING CEREMONY, THE FIRST BATCH OF SEVEN
GRADUATES OF THE SEA-FISHING COXSWAIN ENDORSEMENT COURSE RECEIVED
THEIR CERTIFICATES FROM THE ASS1STANT DIRECTOR OF MARINE, MR TIM
FRAWLEY .

PASSED AN EXAMINATION ON COMPLETION OF THE

THESE GRADUATES HAD
RE ALREADY WORKING ON STEEL HULL VESSELS.

COURSE AND TWO OF THEM WE

/MEANWHILE, SIX
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MEANWHILE, SIX GRADUATES OF THE NAVIGATION TRAINING CLASS WERE
PRESENTED CERTIFICATES BY DR LEE.

DR LEE ALSO PRESENTED PRIZES AND CERTIFICATES TO TWO F1SHERMEN
- MR SO SAI AND MR CHENG AH-FOOK, WHO HAD BRAVELY SAVED THE LIVES OF
NINE PEOPLE AT SEA.

NINE FMO STAFF MEMBERS WHO HAD EACH SERVED THE ORGANISATION
FOR 25 YEARS WERE AWARDED LONG SERVICE MEDALS.

TWENTY-FOUR FISHERMEN WHO LANDED THE TOP CATCHES IN THE FMO'S
WHOLESALE FISH MARKETS LAST YEAR WERE PRESENTED PRIZES AND
CERTIFICATES BY MRS LEE.

AMONG THEM, MR PO YAN-FOO, MR PO YAN-YAU, MR KWAN CHUB, MR LAU

KAM-FAl, MR LEUNG NGAU AND MR NG CHUEN-HEE WERE NAMED CHAMPION
FISHERMEN OF THE YEAR.

Fiad d-lipmis il WE

TAX EXEMPTION FOR EXCHANGE FUND BILLS PROPOSED
2K KR GECY

THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL HAS ADVISED THAT DRAFT LEGISLATION
SHOULD BE INTRODUCED INTO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TO PROVIDE FOR THE
EXEMPTION OF EXCHANGE FUND BILLS FROM PROFITS TAX AND STAMP DUTY.

"THIS IS ONE OF THE LAST STEPS TO BE TAKEN BEFORE WE CAN
PROCEED WITH 1S8SSUING THE BILLS." THE SECRETARY FOR MONETARY AFFAIRS,
MR DAVID NENDICK, SAID TODAY (THURSDAY).

THE DRAFT LEGISLATION IS 1IN THE FORM OF TWO BILLS, ONE TO
AMEND THE INLAND REVENUE CRDINANCE AND THE OTHER TO AMEND THE STAMP
DUTY ORDINANCE.

BOTH WERE PUBLISHED IN THE GAZETTE TODAY AND WILL BE
INTRODUCED TNTO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ON FEBRUARY 7.

MR NENDICK EXPLAINED THAT THERE WERE THREE REASONS FOR
EXEMPTING EXCHANGE FUND BILLS FROM PROFITS TAX AND STAMP DUTY:

- TO LOWER THE YIELD AT WHICH THE BILLS ARE SOLD:
- TO MAKE THE BILLS MORE EASILY MARKETABLE: AND
- TO ENCOQURAGE SECONDARY MARKET TRADING.

"THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY ANNOUNCED ON AUGUST 24, 1989 THAT
THIS WAS HIS INTENTION," MR NENDICK SAID.

"THE PROPOSAL 1S IN LINE WITH MARKET EXPECTATIONS," HE ADDED.




THURSDAY, JANUARY 25, 1990

10

AMENDMENT TO DEFINITION OF 'PUBLIC MONEYS® PROPOSED
¥ ¥ X ¥ X X

A BILL WHICH SEEKS TO AMEND THE DEFINITION OF "PUBLIC MONEYS"
UNDER THE PUBLIC FINANCE ORDINANCE WAS GAZETTED TODAY (THURSDAY).

THE PUBLIC FINANCE (AMENDMENT) BILL 1990 PROPOSES THAT MONEYS
HELD BY THE REGISTRAR GENERAL OR THE REGISTRAR, SUPREME COURT ON
BEHALF OF OTHERS BUT WHICH DO NOT FORM PART OF THE GENERAL REVENUE
SHOULD BE EXCLUDED FROM THE DEFINITION OF "PUBLIC MONEYS", A
GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SAID.

EXPLAINING THE NEED FOR THE AMENDMENT, THE SPOKESMAN SAID THAT
THOSE NON-GOVERNMENT MONEYS WERE ACCOUNTABLE UNDER OTHER LEGISLATION
AND WERE SUBJECT TO DIRECTION FROM PERSONS OTHER THAN THE FINANCIAL
SECRETARY .

"UNDER THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE POSSIBILI TY OF CONFLICT
BETWEEN THE PROVISIONS OF THE PUBLIC FINANCE ORDINANCE AND THE
PROVISIONS OF OTHER ENACTMENTS (OR DIRECTIONS OF A COURT) MAY ARISE,"
HE ADDED.

"EXCLUDING NON-GOVERNMENT MONEYS FROM THE DEFINITION OF
'PUBLIC MONEY' WOULD AVOI1D SUCH CONFLICTS," THE SPOKESMAN SAILD.

THE BILL ALSO PROPOSED TO EMPOWER THE DIRECTOR OF ACCOUNTING
SERVICES TO DIRECT PUBLIC OFFICERS TO PREPARE AND MAINTAIN ACCOUNTS
AND RECORDS OF SUCH NON-GOVERNMENT MONEYS, HE SAIlD.

"THE ACCOUNTS OF THESE MONEYS WILL CONTINUE TO BE AUDITED BY
THE DIRECTOR OF AUDIT UNDER THE EXISTING PROVISIONS OF THE AUDIT
ORDINANCE," HE ADDED.

THE BILL WILL, BE INTRODUCED INTO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ON
FEBRUARY 7.

GOVERNOR TO SPEAK ON RADIO, TV
X ¥ ¥ X

THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, WILL DELIVER HIS NEW YEAR
MESSAGE ON LUNAR NEW YEAR'S EVE TOMORROW (FRIDAY).

THE TIMETABLE FOR BROADCASTS OF THE MESSAGE 1S AS FOLLOWS:
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DAY AND TIME

SATURDAY (REPEAT)
TELEVISION (JAN 27)
(HOME CHANNEL) APPROX. APPROX. 1300
{(JADE) APPROX. 1900 APPROX. 1315
{ PEARL) APPROX. 1950 APPROX. 1300
{WORLD CHANNEL) APPROX. 2025 APPROX. 0850
SATURDAY (REPEAT)
RADIO FRIDAY (JAN 26) (JAN 27)
RTHK 1 (CHINESE) 1900 1300
RTHK 3 (ENGLISH) 1815 0730
COMMERCIAL RADIO 1 (CHINESE) 1820 0005, 1210
COMMERCTAL RADIO 2 (CHINESE) 1800 1210

COMMERCIAL RADIO (ENGLISH) 1805

L, ) el S

14 CHEMICALS TO COME UNDER EXPORT LICENSING CONTROL
¥ ¥ X ¥ ¥ X ¥

FOURTEEN CHEMICALS WHICH ARE CAPABLE OF BEING USED IN THE
MANUFACTURE OF TOXICOLOGICAL AGENTS FOR MILITARY USE WILL BE BROUGHT
UNDER EXPORT LICENSING CONTROL WITH EFFECT FROM FEBRUARY 5 THIS YEAR.

DETAILS OF THE CHEMICALS SUBJECT TO EXPORT LICENS ING ARE SET
OUT IN THE IMPORT AND EXPORT {GENERAL) REGULATIONS (AMENDMENT OF
SECOND SCHEDULE) ORDER 1990 WHICH WAS PUBLISHED IN THE GAZETTE TODAY
{ THURSDAY | .

A PRINCIPAL TRADE OFFICER OF THE TRADE DEPA RTMENT, MR ALAN CHU,
SAID THE CONTROL WAS A PREVENTIVE MEASURE IN LI NE WITH INTERNATIONAL
EFFORTS TO CHECK THE PROLIFERATION OF CHEMICAL WEAPONS .

"AT PRESENT, THERE 1S NO INDICATION THAT TRADE THROUGH HONG
KONG HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE PROBLEM OF PROLIFERATION," MR CHU SAID.

THE DEPARTMENT 1S INFORMING THE TRADE, BY A CIRCULAR LETTER,
OF DETAILS OF THE NEW ARRANGEMENT. ENQUIRIES MAY BE MADE WITH THE
TRADE LICENSING (NON-TEXTILES) SECTION, TRADE DEPARTMENT, OCEAN
CENTRE, 13TH FLOOR, CANTON ROAD, KOWLOON (TELEPHONE NUMBERS 7372504
OR 7372516 .




THURSDAY, JANUARY 25, 1990

Lebie FOoui

CENTRAL, WESTERN, WAN CHAI WEST SEWERAGE STUDY
T X X ¥ ¥ X

THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DEPARTMENT (EPD) HAS COMMISSIONED
A CONSULTANCY STUDY TO ASSESS THE EXTENT OF THE POLLUTION PROBLEM
RESULTING FROM THE IMPROPER DISCHARGE OF DOMESTIC SEWAGE AND
INDUSTRIAL EFFLUENTS TO STORMWATER DRAINS AND WATER COURSES WITHIN
THE CENTRAL, WESTERN AND WAN CHAT WEST REGION.

THE STUDY WILL ASSESS THE INADEQUACY OF THE EXISTING SEWERAGE
SYSTEM AND SCHEMES FOR REMEDIAL WORKS WILL BE FORMULATED TO ENSURE
THAT ALL SEWAGE WILL BE PROPERLY COLLECTED AND DISPOSED OF IN AN
ENVIRONMENTALLY ACCEPTABLE MANNER.

A SEWERAGE MASTER PLAN WiLL BE ESTABLISHED AND A PRIORITISED
PROGRAMME FOR PROGR ESSIVE IMPLEMENTATION OF N ECESSARY ENGINFEERING
WORKS WILL BE PREPARED TO PROVIDE FOR SHORT AND LONG TERM MEASURES TO
REDUCE THE POLLUTION PROBLEMS IN STAGES.

EMPHASIS WILL BE GIVEN TO ACHIEVING EARLY ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPROVEMENTS .

THE AGREEMENT FOR THE CONSULTANCY STUDY WAS Sl GNED TODAY
(THURSDAY )} BETWEEN THE EPD'S ASSISTANT DI RECTOR (WASTE AND WATER
POLICY), MR MIKE STOKOE, AND MR A.J. MORRIS , DIRECTOR OF BALFOURS
INTERNATIONAL {ASIA) CONSULTING ENGINEERS LTD.

THE STUDY, AT A COST OF § 12 MILLION, WILL BE CARRIED OUT

IN TWO PHASES AND BE COMPLETED IN 18 MONTHS.

AR Y, | o ek

CAMPAIGN ENHANCES FIRE AND CHEMICAL SAFETY
i T T S

THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT HAS SUCCEEDED IN DRIVING HOME THE
MESSAGE OF INDUSTRIAL SAFETY TO FACTORY OWNERS AND WORKERS THROUGH A
SPECIAl, FTRE AND CHEMICAL SAFETY CAMPAIGN LAST YEAR.

DURING THE TWO-MONTH OPERATION WHICH ENDED ]
FACTORY INSPECTORS VIS ITED MORE THAN 12,100 FACTORIES Wl
FIRE OR CHEMICAL H AZARDS TO WORKERS.

N  DECEMBER,
TH POTENTIAL

YFACTORY MANAGEMENTS  AND EMPLOYEES WERE REMINDED OF THEIR
LEGAL OBLIGATTONS UNDER 'THE FACTORIEYS AND  INDUSTRIAL UNDERTAKTNGS
(FIRE PRECAUTIONS 1IN NOTIFTABLE WORKPLACES) AND (DANGEROUS SUBSTANCES)
REGULATIONS AND WERE ADRDVISED ON THE PRECAUTITON TO BE TAKEN, " THE
DEPARTMENT'’S ACTING CHIEF FACTORY INSPECTOR, MR CHAN TAT-KING, SALD
TODAY [(THURSDAY) .

/"THE INSPECTIONS
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"THE INSPECTIONS HAVE ALSO RESULTED IN PROSECUTION BEING
RECOMMENDED AGAINST 368 OFFENDING EMPLOYERS AND WORKERS," MR CHAN
ADDED.

HE NOTED THAT MOST Ol THE INTENDED PROSECUTIONS CONCERNED
OBSTRUCTIONS OF FIRE EXITS AND LOCKING UP OF FIRE ESCAPE DOORS.

PROSECUTION MAY ALSO BE TAKEN OUT AGAINST 39 OFFENDERS FOR
FAILURE TO PROPER LABEL CONTAINERS HOLDING LISTED DANGEROUS
SUBSTANCES.

"IN ADDITION, FIVE WORKERS MAY BE PROSECUTED FOR SMOKING IN
PROHIBITED AREAS IN THEIR WORKPLACES," MR CHAN SAID.

APART FROM PROSECUTIONS, MR CHAN SAID SOME 7,900 PUBLICATIONS
CONTAINING USEFUI, INFORMATION ON SAFETY WERE ALSO DISTRIBUTED DURING
THE INSPECTIONS.

"LEAFLETS ON SAFETY TRAINING COURSES ORGANISED BY THE
DEPARTMENT'S INDUSTRIAL SAFETY TRAINING CENTRE WERE DISTRIBUTED TO
EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES, WHO WERE ESPECIALLY ENCOURAGED TO ENROL FOR
COURSES ON THE SAFE HANDLING OF DANGEROUS SUBSTANCES.

"IT I8 ENCOURAGING TO NOTE THAT B8 FACTORIES HAVE ALREADY SENT

WORKERS TO ATTEND CHEMICAL-RELATED COURSES, WHILE ANOTHER 1,016
FACTORIES HAVE SHOWN INTENTION TO DO S0O," MR CHAN SAID.

= = ) e

LAND RESUMPTION FOR EXTENSION OF BORROW AREA
- Al SN S LR

A PRIVATE AGRICULTURAL LOT IN SAI KUNG I8 TO BE RESUMED FOR

THE EXTENSION OF THE EXISTING BORROW AREA FOR JUNK BAY LANDFILL

STAGE I, PHASES V AND VI,

THE LOT, MEASURING ABOUT 2,266.3 SQUARE METRES, IS LOCATED IN
PAK SHING KOK.

A NOTICE ON THE RESUMPTION WAS PUBLISHED IN THE GAZETTE TODAY
{THURSDAY ) .

THE LOT WILL REVERT TO THE GOVERNMENT THREE MONTHS AFTER  THE
NOTICE I3 POSTED ON THE LOT
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Y TENDER

THE BUILDINGS AND LANDS DEPARTMENT I8 TNVITING TENDERS FOR THE
SALE OF A LAND LOT IN MEI WO CIRCUIT, SHA TIN.

MEASURING ABOUT 1,120 SQUARE METRES, THE LOT IS FGR PRIVATE
RESIDENTIAL PURPOSES AND SHOULD BE OCCUPIED BY ONE FAMILY.

ACCORDING TO THE BUILDING COVENANT, THE PURCHASER SHOULD
COMPLETE A GROSS FLOOR AREA NOT LESS THAN 2688 SQUARE METRES ON OR
BEFORE MARCH 21, 1993.

THE ANNUAL RENTAL IS $300 UP TO JUNE 30, 1997 AND THEREAFTER
AN AMOUNT EQUAL TO THREE PER CENT OF THE RATEABLE VALUE FOR THE TIME
BEING OF THE LOT.

FORMS OF TENDER, TENDER NOTICE AND CONDITIONS MAY BE OBTAINED
FROM, AND TENDER PLAN INSPECTED AT, THE BUILDINGS AND LANDS
DEPARTMENT, 14TH FLOOR, MURRAY BUILDING, GARDEN ROAD, HONG KOKNG, AND
DISTRICT LANDS OFFICES.

THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSTON OF TENDERS IS NOON ON FEBRUARY 23
THIS YEAR.






