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ATRPORT INFORMATION SYSTEM TO BE STREAMLINED
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A sophisticated flight information display system is to be introduced
at Hong Kﬂng-Airporf to provide more accuraté_infurmati;n and guidance to all
airport users. | ¥

The new system, estimated to cost §2 million, will replace the
existing outdated and overloa&éd oné. — :

A spokesman for the Civil Aviation Departméﬁt said today: "The
efficient running of an airport requires the rapid dissemination of certain
essential infofmatiun to‘aiflines, their passéﬁgé}é, visitors, and associated
technical agencies. The-system proposed is planned to implement this."

The system, run from one central control room, will be made up of

electronic display boards, guidance signs, jnformation input terminals, and a

monitof and communication network.

Display boards and signs will be "strategically positioned" throughout
the Airport Terminal Complex. Television display monitofé will be used in areas
no£ served by the indicator boards to &isplay the same information. .

A public address system will serve as an additional passenger information

system as well as enable special broadcasts to be made.
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Data will be constantly updated and fully comprehensive, providing
such details as aircraft flight numbers, parking bay numbers, estimated times
of arrival and departure, baggage distribution numbers, and flight delays and
diversions of aircraft,

The spokesman described the period between the arrival and departure
of passenger aircraft as '"one of intense activity by many agencies."

-~ Prior to arrival, these agencies plan how their equipment and personnel

will be allocated to facilitate a rapid unloading of the aircraft, Planes
must be ready for departure usually in less than one hour after their arrival,
he added,

The aircraft must be checked by engineers, cleared, refuelled, provided
with food and other consumable items before it can be loaded with passengers
and cargo.

"All the necessary .co-ordination involved is currently carried out

through the airport telephone system. This has now proved to be not only time

consuming, but totally inadequate for the volume of traffic," he said.

The system has remained basically the same since the original Terminal
Building came into operation in 1962, with a handling capacity of 720 passeﬁgérs
an- hours: -

The size of the building has recently been expanded under stage III of
the Airport Development Plan to handle 2,250 passengers &n hour. It is expected
that-the: new system will be capable of meeting the needs of the airport when
Stage IV developments are completed, when it will be possible to handle 2,200

passengers an hour,
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SECONDHAND VEHICLES NOT ACCEPTED
T T L

The licensee of a taxi, public light bus or public car who
wants to replace his vehicle will have to present a new vehicle for
registration and licensing from January 1 next year.

"Secondhand vehicles will no longer be accepted," a spokesman
for the Transport Department said today.

He explained that these types of wehicles covered a high daily
mileage and it was unsatisfactory that they should begin their life on
public roads in less than new mechanical condition.

"Secondhand vehicles which may pass an initial mechanical

inspection before licensing are likely to deteriorate rapidly, resulting

in the emission of excessive exhaust smoke,'" the spokesman said.
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SPEEDING UP MAIL HANDLING
T E Ll

A new mechanised chain conveyor system, designed to facilitate
the transfer of bagged mail, has recently been put into operation at the
General Post Office.

The chain conveyor which runs through a steel bridge above
Connaught Road Central links the GPO and the central compound across
Connaught Road.

The conveyor, which is equipped with a number of hooks, automati-
cally distributes mail at four aifferent processing points around the
building.

Bagged mail which is loaded in the GPO is discharged at the loading

point in the compound for distribution.

The chain conveyor can travel at a speed of 60 feet per minute and

it takes just over eight minutes for a mail bag to reach the farthest point
in the GPO building from the central compound.

The system was installed to alleviate the considerable operational
problems which the reconstruction and widening of Connaught Road Central
posed to the Post Office in the transfer of mail between the GPO and its
vehicles and harbour launches.

Commenting on the system a spokesman for the Post Office said: '"The
conveyor goes a long way towards speeding up the flow of mail into and out of
the General Post Office and considerably eases the workload for the staff

involved."
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He added that the system was expected to remain in operation for
four to five years until the completion of the projected new General Post
Office on the Central Reclamation.

The cost of the conveyor was about $400,000.
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WATER INTERRUPTION IN SHAM SHUI PO
P,

Water supply to a number of premises in Sham Shui Po, will be
interrupted for seven hours from 11 p.m. on Wednesday (November 22) eveﬁing
to 6 a.m. on Thursday (November 23) morning.

The temporary stoppage is to enable the Waterworks Office to
carry out fire hydrant conversion work.

The premises affected include Nos. 483-487 and 580-684 Castle
Pealt Road, Nos. 1002-1010 Tai Nam Street, the Shell Filling Station in

Tung Chau Street and the section of Cheung Sha Wan Road between Tai Nam

Street and Tung Chau Street, including house Nos. 778-888.
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ANTI-TUBERCULOSIS PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN BEGINS
P

The Chest Service of the Medical and Health Department begins a
10=day publicity campaign against tuberculosis today with particular
emphasis on early detection and preventive measures.

The theme of the drive, being conducted in the newspapers, on
radio, TV, posters and cinema slides, is that "if you have had a cough
for two weeks, go to the nearest tuberculosis clinic for a check-up,"

The target audience eomprise elderly men, unemployed, and socially
alone, and young women between 20 and 30,

The message being put to them is that the disease is almost 100
per cent curable today, provided ghe treatment is regular and conscientious,
and it pays, when in doubt over a lingering cough, to visit a clinic to
see what exactly is wrong.

The publicity also makes the point that some people might be
hesitant about going to a clinic, For them, leaflets and advertisements
during the campaign are containing a tear-off slip which they may use for
seeking information in cénfidence. |

The general message says in nearly every case at present, tuberculosis
treatment is now on an out-patient basis.

This means that a tuberculosis sufferer c¢an carry on a perfectly

normal life, working and relaxing regularly.

Basically, all treatment is with drugs, and the most modern and

effective service is available free at government tuberculosis clinics.
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In addition, medical social workers are on hand to see if financial
help is required.

During the 10-day drive, X-ray mobile vans of the Chest Service
and the Hong Kong Anti=-Tuberculosis and Thoracic Diseases Association
are being stationed at various locations for the convenience of the

public,

These locations include Tsim Sha Tsui (entrance to the Ocean

Terminal for pedestrians); the Jordan Road and Ferry Street junction; the

Sham Shui Po Ferry pier; the Hung Hom ferry concourse; the Kwun Tong
ferry concourse; Chater Road; Outlying Islands pier; Connaught-Road West;
North Point pier;.and the Wanchai Pier.

The hours are from about noon to 7 p.m.
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MESSAGE TO THE QUEEN
ok
The Governor, Sir Murray MacLehose, has sent a message of
congratulations to the Queen and Duke of Edinburgh on the occasion of
their Silver Wedding Anniversary.
The message sent through the Secretary of State eonveys the
good wishes of the people of Hong Kong,

The message readst "On the occasion of the Silver Wedding

Anniversary of Her Majesty the Queen 1 should be grateful if you would

submit to Her Majesty and His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh with

my humble duty the good wishes of the people of Hong Kong."
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