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TRANSCRIPT OF CS’ MEDIA SESSION
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THE FOLLOWING IS THE TRANSCRIPT OF THE MEDIA SESSION BY THE CHIEF
SECRETARY, MRS ANSON CHAN AFTER VISITING NEW TOWN PLAZA IN SHA TIN
THIS (THURSDAY) AFTERNOON: -

CS: GOOD AFTERNOON, EVERYONE. FIRST OF ALL, 1’D JUST LIKE TO SAY I AM
VERY HAPPY TO SEE FOR MYSELF SOME OF THE VOTER REGISTRATION
ACTIVITIES. I'VE JUST HANDED IN MY FORM TO REGISTER CHANGE OF ADDRESS.
AS YOU KNOW I RECENTLY MOVED INTO VICTORIA HOUSE BUT I'VE NOT YET
NOTIFIED THE REGISTRATION OFFICE OF THE CHANGE OF ADDRESS. SO, AS A
DUTIFUL CITIZEN, 1’'VE NOW DONE WHAT T AM REQUIRED TO DO.

BEFORE 1 TAKE QUESTIONS, I WANT TO SAY A FEW WORDS ABOUT THE
HUMAN RIGHTS 1ISSUE WHICH 1S MUCH IN THE NEWS. FIRST OF ALL, THE
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL HAS DISCUSSED A NUMBER OF HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES BUT NO
DECISION HAS YET BEEN TAKEN OTHER THAN 1IN THE CONTEXT OF CEDAW. THE
SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS WILL BE HAVING A PRESS CONFERENCE TOMORROW
AT WHICH HE WILL ANNOUNCE THE WAY FORWARD ON THE QUESTION OF EQUALITY
FOR THE SEXES. SO, I WOULD ASK YOU TO DIRECT WHATEVER QUESTIONS YOU
HAVE ON THAT FRONT TO HIM TOMORROW.

NOW, IT 1S NO SURPRISE THAT 1 HAVE A MEETING WITH INDIVIDUAL
LEGISLATIVE COUNCILLORS TO DISCUSS VARIOUS ISSUES OF CONCERN TO THEM.
I MEET WITH THEM REGULARLY AND AS YOU ALSO KNOW, THERE ARE A NUMBER OF
PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS ON HUMAN RIGHTS, ON EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES, ON

ACCESS TO INFORMATION. SO, THIS IS A NORMAIL PART OF MY WORK.

IN HONG KONG, YOU KNOW THAT THE ADMINISTRATION IS FULLY
COMMITTED TO PROTECTING HUMAN RIGHTS. WE ALREADY, OUR COMMUNITY
ALREADY ENJOYS A GREAT DEAL OF FREEDOMS. WE HAVE FREEDOM OF THE PRESS.
WE HAVE FREEDOM OF WORSHIP, FREEDOM TO CRITICISE THE GOVERNMENT. AND,
WE WILL CONTINUE TO DO WHAT WE CAN TO SAFEGUARD HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE
VARIOUS FREEDOMS THAT OUR COMMUNITY OBVIOUSLY TREASURES . THE
FUNDAMENTAL: UNDERPINNING OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN HONG KONG IS, OF COURSE, A
FACT THAT WE HAVE AN INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY AND WE HAVE A HUMAN RIGHTS
ORDINANCE AND WE WILL DO EVERYTHING WE POSSIBLY CAN TO SAFEGUARD THOSE
INSTITUTIONS AND, INDEED, TO STRENGTHEN THEM, WHAT WE WANT TO DO IN
THE COMING WEEKS AND MONTHS [S TO GIVE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION TO THE
NEXT STEPS THAT WE SHOULD TAKE TO STRENGTHEN HUMAN RIGHTS. WE WANT ToO
ADOPT PRACTICAL MEASURES THAT WiLL, ON THE ONE S1DE, SAFEGUARD THESE
RIGHTS AND WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY OF CONTINUING BOTH NOW AND AFTER
1997. IN OTHEE WORDS, WE WANT MEASURES THAT ARE DURABLE THAT THE
COMMUNITY WILL SUPPORT. WE WILL SHORTLY, 1 HOPE, BE ABLE TO SAY
SOMETHING, MAYEBE IN A FEW WEEKS' TIME, ON THE WHOLE QUESTION OF
WHAT WE SHOULD BE DOING FURTHER TO IMPROVE THE TRANSPARENCY OF THE
GOVERNMENT, ITS ADMINISTRATION, THE WAY IT MAKES 1TS POLICY DECISIONS
AND THE WAY IT FORMULATES ITS POLICY. WE ARE, OF COURSE, COMMITTED TO
GIVING AN ANSWER TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THE FOREIGN
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE REPORT AND AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL., WE WILL, OF
COURSE, RESPOND BY THE STIPULATED TIME WHICH IS END OF JUNE.
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LET ME JUST STRESS ONCE AGAIN, WE ARE FULLY COMMITTED TO
PROTECTING HUMAN RIGHTS. WE WILL BE TAKING FURTHER MEASURES. THESE
MEASURES WILL BE WHAT WE BELIEVE TO BE PRACTICAL, DURABLE MEASURES
THAT THE COMMUNITY WILL SUPPORT, I wILL NOW TAKE QUESTIONS.

QUESTION: DOES DURABLE AND PRACTICAL MEAN NO HUMAN RIGHT COMMISSIONS,
NO ACCESS TO INFORMATION BILLS? 1 DON'T THINK THAT CHINA.......

cS: I DON'T THINK YOU SHOULD BE ANTICIPATING OUR ANNOUNCEMENT. WE WILL
BE MAKING A RESPONSE IN REPLY TG THE RECOMMENDATIONS IN THE FAC REPORT

BY THE END OF JUNE.
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GOVT COMMITTED TO PROTECTING HUMAN RIGHTS
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THE GOVERNMENT IS FULLY COMMITTED TO PROTECTING HUMAN RIGHTS
AND WILL BE TAKING FURTHER MEASURES WHICH ARE BELIEVED TO BE PRACTICAL
AND DURABLE AND WHICH THE COMMUNITY WILL SUPPORT, THE CHIEF SECRETARY,
MRS ANSON CHAN, SAID THIS (THURSDAY) AFTERNOON.

SPEAKING TO REPORTERS AFTER VISITING A VOTER REGISTRATION
ACTIVITY AT NEW TOWN PLAZA IN SHA TIN, MRS CHAN SAID THE COMMUNITY
ALREADY ENJOYED A GREAT DEAL OF FREEDOMS INCLUDING FREEDOM OF THE
PRESS, FREEDOM OF WORSHIF, AND THE FREEDOM TO CRITICISE THE
GOVERNMENT .

"WE WILL CONTINUE TO DO WHAT WE CAN TO SAFEGUARD HUMAN RIGHTS
AND THE VARIOUS FREEDOMS THAT OUR COMMUNITY OBVIOUSLY TREASURES," MRS
CHAN SAID.

"THE FUNDAMENTAL UNDERPINNING OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN HONG KONG 1S,
OF COURSE, A FACT THAT WE HAVE AN INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY AND WE HAVE A
HUMAN RIGHTS ORDINANCE AND WE WILL DO EVERYTHING WE POSSIBLY CAN TC
SAFEGUARD THOSE INSTITUTIONS AND, INDEED, TO STRENGTHEN THEM."

THE CHIEF SECRETARY SAl1D WHAT THE GOVERNMENT WANTED TO DO IN
THE COMING WEEKS AND MONTHS WAS TO GIVE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION TO THE
NENYT STEPS THAT SHOULD BE TAKEN TO STRENGTHEN HUMAN RIGHTS.

"WE WANT TO ADOPT PRACTICAL MEASURES THAT WILL, ON THE ONE
SIDE, SAFEGUARD THESE RIGHTS AND WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY OF
CONTINUING BOTH NOW AND AFTER 1997," MRS CHAN SAID.

"WE WILL SHORTLY B ABLE TO SAY SOMETHING, MAYBE IN A FEW
WEEKS’ TIME, ON THE WHOLE QUESTION OF WHAT WE SHOULD BE DOING FURTHER
TO IMPROVE THE TRANSPARENCY OF THE GOVERNMENT, ITS ADMINISTRATION, THE
WAY 1T MAKES 1TS POLICY DECISIONS AND THE WAY IT FORMULATES I[TS
POLICY."

MRS CHAN ADDED THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS COMMITTED TO GIVING AN

ANSWER TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THE FOREIGN AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE REPORT AND AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL BY THE END OF JUNE.
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BETTER CONTROL ©ON WASTE WATER DISCHARGE
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THE GOVERNOR-IN-COQUNCIL HAS APPROVED THAT REGULATIONS SHOULD BE
MADE UNDER THE WATER POLLUTION CONTROIL. ORDINANCE FOR MORE EFFECTIVE
CONTROL OF WATER POLLUTION IN HONG KONG.

NEW SEWKERAGE FACILITIES ARE BEING PROVIDED IN VARIOUS PARTS OF
THE TERRITORY, INCLUDING TOLG AND PORT SHELTER.

TO FACILITATE THE OPTIMUM USE OF THE NEW SEWERAGE FACILITIES,
THE WATER FOLLUTION CONTROL (SEWERAGE) REGULATION WILL BE MADE TO GIVE
THE AUTHORITY THE POWER TO REQUIRE A PROPERTY OWNER TO CONVEY HIS
WASTEWATER TO A TERMINAL MANHOLE WITHIN THE TIME SPECIFIED 1IN A
NOTICE.

THE GOVERNMENT WILL, BE RESPONSIBLE FOR THE WORKS AND THE COSTS
INVOLVED FOR CONNECTING UP THE MANHOLE TO THE NEW PUBLIC SEWERAGE, AND
A FROPERTY OWNER IS REQUIRED Tu MAINTAIN THE PART OF 'THE SEWERAGE HFE
HAS PROVIDED.

I'HE AUTHORITY MAY ALSO REQUIRE A PROPERTY OWNER TO FILL IN OR
DEMOLLSH ANY WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITIES WHICH HAVE BRECOME
REDUNDANT AS A RESULT OF THE CONNECTION ARRANGEMENTS.

IF THE WORKS ARE NOT COMPLETED WITHIN THE TIME SPECIFIED, THE
AUTHORITY MAY CARRY OUT THE WORKS AND RECOVER THE (OST FROM _ THE
PROPERTY OWNER.

THE REGULATION WILL ALSO EMPOWER THE AUTHORITY TO REQUIEE AN
OWNER OF A PRIVATE WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY LOCATED WITHIN A
WATER CONTROL ZONE TO UNDERTAKE CONSTRUCTION OR REPAIR WORK OR CARRY
OUT OPERATIONS WITHIN THE TIME SPECIFIED 1N A NOTICE TO ENSURE THE
PROPER OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF A PRIVATE SEWAGE TREATMENT WORKS.

THE MAXIMUM PENALTY FOR NOT COMPLYING WITH A REQUIREMENT FOR
CONNECTION TO A PUBLIC SEWERAGE, MAINTENANCE OF SEWERAGE WORKS OFR
DEMOLITION OF REDUNDANT WASTEWATER TREATMENT WILL BE A FINE OF
$100,000, AND A DAILY FINE OF $5,000 FOR A CONTINUING OFFENCE.

FATLURE TO COMPLY WITH A REQUIREMENT TO OPERATE AND MAINTAIN A
FRIVATE WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY IN A WATER CONTROL ZONE IS
PROPOSED TO BE A SEPARATE OFFENCE SUBJECT TO A MAXIMUM FINE OF
$200,000, AND A DALLY FINE OF $10,000 FOR A CONTINUING OFFENCE.

MINOR AMENDMENTS ARE ALSO PROPOSED TO THE WATER POLLUTION

CONTROL (GENKRAL) REGULATIONS TO ENABLE THE DIRECTOR OF ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION (DEP)Y TO IMPROVE THE ENFORCEMENT EFFECTIVENESS OF THE [DEFP.
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EXCO ENDORSES BEC'S PROPOSALS ON MC CONSTITUENCIES
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THE GOVERNOR-IN-COUNCIL HAS ACCEPTED THE RECOMMENDATIONS MADE
BY THE BOUNDARY AND ELECTION COMMISSION (BEC) ON THE DELINEATION AND
THE NAMES OF MUNICIPAL COUNCIL CONSTITUENCIES FOR THE MARCH 1995

ELECTIONS.

ANNOUNCING 1THIS TODAY (THURSDAY), A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SAID
THAT THE BEC HAD AGAIN DONE AN EXCEPTIONALLY GOOD JOB AND HAD TAKEN ON
BOARD COMMENTS RECEIVED DURING PUBLIC CONSULTATION.

"GIVEN THE STATUTORY CRITERIA WHICH LIMIT THE FLEXIBILITY OF
THE BEC IN REVISING ITS PROVISIONAL RECOMMENDATIONS, IT HAS STRUCK A
FAIR BALANCE BETWEEN THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUAL SUFFRAGE AND THE
PRESERVATION OF COMMUNITY TIES AND DISTRICT IDENTITIES," HE ADDED.

IN MAKING ITS PROPOSALS, THE SPOKESMAN EXPLAINED, THE BE(C HAD
TO FOLLOW THE BOUNDARY AND ELECTION COMMISSION ORDINANCE WHICH
STIPULATED THAT THE NUMBER OF MUNICIPAL COUNCIL CONSTITUENCIES SHOULD
BE EQUAL TO THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS TO BE ELECTED TO THE RESPECTIVE
COUNCILS .

"THAT IS, 32 CONSTITUENCIES FOR THE URBAN COUNCII. AND 27 FOR
THE REGIONAL  COUNCIL AS SPECIFIED IN THE RELEVANT ORDINANCES," THE
SPOKESMAN SAILD.

"FOLLOWING THIS CRITERION, THE BEC HAS SET THE POPULATION

QUOTAS FOR EACE OF THE URBAN COUNCIL CONSTITUENCIES AND EACH OF THE
REGIONAL COUNCIL CONSTITUENCIES AT 99,899 AND 103,564 RESPECTIVELY,"
HE ADDED.

FOUR ORDERS , PREPARED ON THE BASIS OF THE BEC'S
RECOMMENDATIONS, WILL BE GAZETTED TOMORROW (FRIDAY) AND TABLED IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ON JUNE 8.

THEY ARE: THE DECLARATION OF URBAN COUNCIL AREA ORDER 1994
UNDER THE URBAN COUNCITL ORDINANCE; THE DECLARATION OF REGIONAL COUNCIL
AREA ORDER 1994 UNDER THE REGIONAL COUNCIL ORDINANCE; AND THE
DECLARATION OF CONSTITUENCIES (URBAN COUNCIL AREA) ORDER 1994 AND THE
DECLARATION OF CONSTITUENCIES (REGIONAL COUNCIL AREA) ORDER 1994 UNDER
THE ELECTORAL PROVISIONS ORDINANCE.

TWO  AMENDMENT ORDERS: THE DECLARATION OF  CONSTITUENCIES
(DISTRICTS) (AMENDMENT) ORDER 1994 AND THE DECLARATION OF DISTRICTS
(AMENDMENT) ORDER 1994 WILL ALSO BE GAZETTED ON THE SAME DAY TO
CORRECT A MINOR DISCREPANCY FOUND IN A PORTION OF THE COMMON DISTRICT
BOUNDARY BETWEEN WONG TAI SIN AND SAI KUNG AS DELINEATED ON THE
RELEVANT DISTRICT BOARD MAPS.

THE SPOKESMAN SAID NO POPULATION WOULD BE AFFECTED BY THIS
RECTIFICATION.
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SUFFICIENT LAND PROVIDED TO MEET HOUSING NEED
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IN RESPONSE TO PRESS ENQUIRIES, A SPOKESMAN FOR THE PLANNING,
ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS BRANCH SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD GIVEN SUFFICIENT
LAND TO THE HOUSING AUTHORITY AND THE HOUSING SOCIETY TO BUILD 430,000
PUBLIC HOUSING FLATS BETWEEN 1991 AND 2001 TO MEET FULLY THE ASSESSED
REQUIREMENTS OF 420,000 FLATS UNDER THE LONG-TERM HOUSING STRATEGY
(LTHS) .

THE HOUSING AUTHORITY HAS SUFFICIENT LAND TO BUILD 280,000
FLATS FROM NOW TO 2001. THE NECESSARY INFRASTRUCTURE WILL BE IN PLACE
WHEN THE FLATS ARE COMPLETED.

WITH VERY FEW EXCEPTIONS, ALL SITES ALLOCATED TO THE HOUSING
AUTHORITY ARE FORMED BY THE GOVERNMENT.

ONLY IN EXCEPTIONAL CASES WILL THE GOVERNMENT INVITE THE
HOUSING AUTHORITY TO UNDERTAKE SITE FORMATION WORKS IN ORDER THAT A
SITE WILL BECOME AVAILABLE TO MATCH THE AUTHORITY’S BUILDING
PROGRAMME.

IN THOSE EXCEPTIONAL CASES, PRIOR AGREEMENT OF THE HOUSING
AUTHORITY IS ALWAYS SOUGHT.

PUBLIC HOUSING DEMAND UNDER THE LTHS IS REVIEWED ANNUALLY.
WHILE THE GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO MAKING LAND AVAILABLE TO MEET
ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS ARISING FROM THESE REVIEWS, DUE REGARD MUST
BE GIVEN TO PRACTICAL PROBLEMS AND LEAD TIMES, THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

THE QUESTION OF ADDITIONAL LAND FOR HOUSING IS BEING ADDRESSED
BY THE TASK FORCE ON LAND SUPPLY AND PROPERTY PRICE AND EVERY EFFORT
IS BEING MADE TO IDENTIFY ADDITIONAL SITES FOR PUBLIC HOUSING.

S SR ey AT

CS NOTIFIES ELECTORAL OFFICE OF ADDRESS CHANGE
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DURING A VISIT TO SHA TIN TODAY (THURSDAY), CHIEF SECRETARY
MRS ANSON CHAN TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO NOTIFY HER CHANGE OF ADDRESS
WHEN SHE VISITED A VOTER REGISTRATION COUNTER AT THE NEW TOWN PLAZA.

HER FORM WAS RECEIVED BY THE SHA TIN DISTRICT OFFICER, MR DAVID
BROWNING.

EARLIER, MRS CHAN VISITED THE DISTRICT OFFICE WHERE SHE WAS
BRIEFED BY MR BROWNING ON THE RESPONSE TO THE CURRENT ELECTORAL
CAMPAIGN IN THE DISTRICT.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY WAS TOLD THAT A TOTAL OF 40,000 COMPLETED
VOTER REGISTRATION FORMS HAD SO FAR BEEN RECEIVED AND COLLECTED FROM
SHA TIN RESIDENTS.

/STAFF MEMBERS
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STAFF MEMBERS OF THE OFFICE AND TEMPORARY COMMUNITY ORGANISERS
WILI: CONTINUE TO ENCOURAGE AND ASSIST PASSERS-BY TO REGISTER AS VOTERS
[N VARIOUS STRATEGIC LOCATIONS INCLUDING RAILWAY STATIONS, BUS
TERMINUSES, SHOPPING ARCADES AND RESTAURANTS.

MRS CHAN WAS ALSO INFORMED THAT THE DISTRICT'S VOTER
REGISTRATION TEAMS HAD SO FAR VISITED 140,000 HOUSEHOLDS. THEY WILL
CONTINUE TO KNOCK ON DOORS UNTIL LATE JUNE.

IN MA ON SHAN, BSHE ALSO MET KEY MEMBERS OF THE DISTRICT
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE WHERE SHE WAS BRIEFED ON THE DISTRICT'S LATEST
DEVELOPMENTS.

EARLIER, THE CHIEF SECRETARY VISITED THE PRINCE OF WALES
HOSPITAL.

SHA MAKES SPECIAL APPEAL TO YOUNG PEOPLE ™0 VOTE
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THE SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS; MR MICHAEL SUEN, TODAY
{THURSDAY) MADE A SPECIAL APPEAL TO YOUNG PEOPLE TO REGISTER AS VOTERS
AND TO EXERCISE THE POWER THAT HAS BEEN GIVEN TO THEM FOR THE FIRST
TIME.

"80 FAR, THE RESPONSE FROM OUR YOUNG PEOPLE HAS BEEN VERY
ENCOURAGING," HE SAID.

SPEAKING AT A PO LEUNG KUK LUNCHEON MEETING, MR SUEN POINTED
OUT THAT SOME 16 PER CENT OF THOSE WHO REGISTERED FOR THE FIRST TIME
WERE IN THE 18-20 AGE BRACKET.

"BUT WE STILL NEED MORE PEOPLE TO COME FORWARD," HE STRESSED.

ON THE CURRENT PUBLICITY DRIVE ON VOTER REGISTRATION, MR SUEN
SAID THE DISTRICT OFFICES WERE WORKING FLAT OUT IN SUPPORT OF THE
REGISTRATION AND ELECTORAL OFFICE’S EFFORT TO PROMOTE THE MESSAGE.

"WE HAVE KNOCKED ON MORE THAN 1,000,000 DOORS UP TO NOW AND
EXPECT TO KENOCK ON MANY MORE BEFORE OUR CAMPAIGN ENDS ON JULY 1," HE
SAID.

AS TGO THE FEASIBILITY OF DEVISING AN AUTOMATIC VOTER
REGISTRATION SYSTEM, MR SUEN SAID THIS HAD ALREADY BEEN EXAMINED 1IN
THE PAST.

HE SAID: "SO FAR, OUR MAIN DIFFICULTY STEMS FROM OUR DISTRICT-
BASED VOTING SYSTEM AND THE NEED TO ASCERTAIN THE ADDRESS OF THE
VOTERS IN ORDER THAT THEY WOULD BE CASTING THEIR VOTES IN THE
APPROPRTIATE GEOGRAPHICAL ELECTIONS."

OWING TO THE HIGH POPULATION MOBILITY IN HONG KONG AND THE
LACK OF ANY EFFECTIVE MEANS TO KEEP TRACK OF ITS MOVEMENT, HE SAID, IT
WOULD BE AN EQUALLY COSTLY, LABOUR-INTENSIVE AND TIME-CONSUMING
EXERCISE TO COMPILE A REGISTER OF UP-TO-DATE ADDRESSES OF ALL ELIGIBLE
VOTERS .

/TN THIS
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IN THIS CONNECTION, HE BELIEVED THAT VOTER REGISTRATION
CAMPAIGNS WERE NECESSARY FOR THE MOMENT.

NEVERTHELESS, HE GAVE HIS ASSURANCE THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD
GIVE THIS MATTER FURTHER EXAMINATION, WELL IN ADVANCE OF THE NEXT
VOTER REGISTRATION EXERCISE.

IN CONCLUSION, MR SUEN REITERATED THAT VOTER REGISTRATION WAS A
COMMUNITY EFFORT WHICH NEEDED THE COMMUNITY'S SUPPORT TO MAKE 1T A

SUCCESS.

HE CALLED ON EVERYONE IN THE COMMUNITY TO EXERCISE THEIR RIGHT
AND GET REGISTERED TODAY.

o ) SRR

ANNUAL SURVEYS BY INDUSTRY DEPARTMENT
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THE INDUSTRY DEPARTMENT IS CONDUCTING THREE ANNUAL SURVEYS TO
COLLECT INFORMATION ON HONG KONG'S MANUFACTURING ENVIRONMENT, EXTERNAL
INVESTMENT IN LOCAL MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES AND REGIONAL
REPRESENTATION BY OVERSEAS COMPANIES IN THE TERRITORY.

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF INDUSTRY MISS WONG MEI-LIN SAID
THE SURVEY OF HONG KONG'S MANUFACTURING ENVIRONMENT AIMED AT
COLLECTInG MANUFACTURERS’ VIEWS ON HONG KONG’S INVESTMENT ENVIRONMENT
AND HOW THEY SAW THEIR BUSINESS PROSPECTS.

IT WOULD COVER 2,500 RANDOM SAMPLED ESTABLISHMENTS IN 14
SELECTED INDUSTRIES, INCLUDING CLOTHING, ELECTRONICS, TEXTILES,
WATCHES AND CLOCKS, PRINTING, PLASTICS AND METAL PRODUCTS, SHE SAID.

TARGETING AT SOME 1,800 MANUFACTURING ESTABLISHMENTS CONTAINING
EXTERNAL INVESTMENT, THE SURVEY ON EXTERNAL INVESTMENT IN HONG KONG'S
MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES AIMS AT ASCERTAINING THE STATE OF EXTERNAL
INVESTMENT IN LOCAL MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES.

"INFORMATION ON THE VALUE OF INVESTMENT, THE SOURCE COUNTRIES
FOR THE INVESTMENT AND ITS DISTRIBUTION AMONG THE MANUFACTURING
INDUSTRIES WILL BE COLLECTED," MISS WONG SAID.

SHE SAID THE THIRD SURVEY WAS CONCERNED WITH IDENTIFYING THE
NUMBER OF REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS AND REGIONAL OFFICES ESTABLISHED BY
OVERSEAS COMPANIES IN HONG KONG AND SEEKING THE COMPANIES’ VIEWS ON
THE PROS AND CONS OF HONG KONG AS A REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS OR REGIONAL
OFFICE.

THE SURVEY OF REGIONAL REPRESENTATION BY OVERSEAS COMPANIES IN
HONG KONG WOULD COVER ALL OVERSEAS COMPANIES KNOWN TO BE OPERATING IN
HONG KONG, WHICH WERE ABOUT 7,000, SHE NOTED.

QUESTIONNAIRES OF THE THREE SURVEYS HAVE BEEN SENT TO SELECTED
MANUFACTURING ESTABLISHMENTS AND COMPANIES IN LATE MAY.

/WHERE NECESSARY,
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WHERE NECESSARY, SUMMER STUDENTS EMPLOYED BY THE INDUSTRY
DEPARTMENT AND OFFICERS OF THE CUSTOMS AND EXCISE DEPARTMENT WOULD
VISIT THE ESTABLISHMENTS TO ASSIST THEM IN COMPLETING THE
QUESTIONNAIRES.

SINCE THE INFORMATION TO BE COLLECTED FROM THE SURVEYS WOULD BE
USEFUL TO THE GOVERNMENT AND THE BUSINESS COMMUNITY IN EVALUATING THE
INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AND INVESTMENT ENVIRONMENT OF HONG KONG, MISS
WONG URGED THOSE ESTABLISHMENTS COVERED IN THE SURVEYS TO CO-OPERATE
BY COMPLETING THE QUESTIONNAIRES.
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5 FOR W CALLS FOR GREATER EFFORT ON SITE SAFETY
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THE SECRETARY FOR WORKS, MR JAMES BLAKE, TODAY (THURSDAY)
CALLED FOR A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND /fLL THOSE INVOLVED
IN THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY TO IMPROVE SITE SAFETY.

SPEAKING AT THE LAUNCHING CEREMONY OF THE 1994 AIRPORT CORE
PROGRAMME (ACP) CONSTRUCTION SAFETY AWARD SCHEME, MR BLAKE SAID:

"WE ARE SEEING POSITIVE RESULTS, NOT ONLY ON ACP SITES, BUT
ALSO ON OTHER SITES BOTH GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE SECTOR SITES.

"LET ME SAY AGAIN THAT IT IS CONTRACTORS WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE
FOR SAFETY ON THEIR SITES, AND AS THIS AWARD SCHEME HAS ALREADY
DEMONSTRATED, RESPONSIBLE CONTRACTORS ARE SUCCESSFULLY MOVING TOWARDS
THEIR SAFETY OBLIGATIONS.

"THE GOVERNMENT’'S JOB IS TO PROVIDE THE OVERALL ENVIRONMENT AND
REGULATORY FRAMEWORK TO PROMOTE SAFETY AT WORK AND THAT WE DO.

"IT IS ALSO THE GOVERNMENT’S JOB, WHERE IT IS THE CLIENT, TO
TAKE DIRECT STEPS TO ENFORCE SAFETY STANDARDS ON ITS OWN SITES - AND
THAT WE ALSO DO.

"PLANNERS AND DESIGNERS MUST ALSO TAKE SUCH RESPONSIBILITY AS
IS WITHIN THEIR SPECIALIST AREAS OF CONTROL, AND T HAVE SEEN NOTHING
TO SUGGEST THAT THEY ARE NOT DOING SO.

"WHAT WE NEED, AND WHAT WE ARE PROMOTING WITH THIS AWARD
SCHEME, [S A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY TO IMPROVE
OUR SAFETY RECORD," MR BLAKE SAID.

TURNING TO SAFETY RECORDS ON ACP SITES, MR BLAKE SAID THE
STRINGENT SAFETY MEASURES SET FOR AIRPORT CORE PROGRAMME SITES WERE
PRODUCING RESULTS WITH THE ACCIDENT RATE FALLING SINCE MID-1993.

BUT EVEN MORE NEEDS TO BE DONE.

"RECENT FATAL ACCIDENTS HAVE SHOWN YET AGAIN THAT WE CANNOT
RELAX OUR VIGILANCE FOR EVEN ONE MOMENT," HE SAID.

/MR BLAKE .
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MR BLAKE SAID THE OVERALL ACP ACCIDENT RATE HAD SHOWN A
SIGNIFICANT DOWNWARD TREND SINCE MID-1993.

FOR THE SIX MONTHS ENDING APRIL 30 THIS YEAR, THE RATE WAS DOWN
TO 86 ACCIDENTS PER THOUSAND WORKERS PER YEAR, HE SAID.

MR BLAKE ATTRIBUTED THE FALL TO THE ACP SAFETY MEASURES
INTRODUCED SINCE 1992 WHICH HE SAID WERE PRODUCING POSITIVE RESULTS.

THE NON-FATAL ACCIDENT RATE AND FATAL ACCIDENT RATE FROM
COMMENCEMENT OF ACP CONTRACTS, UP TO THE END OF APRIL 1994, WAS 96 PER
THOUSAND WORKERS PER YEAR AND 0.9 PER THOUSAND WORKERS PER YEAR
RESPECTIVELY.

THESE RATES WERE MUCH LOWER THAN THE CORRESPONDING RATES DURING
1993 FOR THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY AS A WHOLE OF 295 AND 1.4.

DESPITE THE IMPROVING TREND, THE ACP ACCIDENT RATES WERE STILL
NOT GOOD ENOUGH AND MORE MUST BE DONE, SAID MR BLAKE.

"THEY ARE STILL HIGHER THAN THE ACP SAFETY TARGETS, WHICH SOME
ACP CONTRACTORS HAVE SHOWN ARE ACHIEVABLE IF GIVEN ADEQUATE PRIORITY
AND EFFORT.

"IT IS CLEAR THAT THESE VERY STRINGENT TARGETS WILL ONLY BE
ACHIEVED BY THE ACP AS A WHOLE IF EVERYBODY INVOLVED INCREASES THEIR
SAFETY ENDEAVOUR STILL MORE.

"WORKERS, CONTRACTORS, CONSULTANTS AND GOVERNMENT STAFF ALIKE
MUST ALL PLAY AN ACTIVE ROLE AND STRIVE HARDER TOWARDS OUR TARGETS, "
HE SAID.

IN ADDITION TO THE MEASURES INTRODUCED SINCE 1992, THE
GOVERNMENT HAD MADE FURTHER EFFORTS TO BRING ABOUT A BETTER SAFETY
CULTURE.

THESE INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING:

+ THE PRODUCTION OF POCKET-SIZED SAFETY HINT CARDS FOR
DISTRIBUTION TO WORKERS AND SUPERVISORY STAFF;

THE MARINE DEPARTMENT ARE HOLDING TALKS TO EDUCATE WORKERS
AND SUPERVISORY STAFF ON SAFETY ON BOARD MARINE VESSELS;

THE APPOINTMENT OF CONSULTANTS TO PROVIDE SAFETY TRAINING TO
GOVERNMENT’S MANAGEMENT AND SITE SUPERVISORY STAFF TO
UPGRADE THEIR KNOWLEDGE ON CONSTRUCTION SAFETY AND;

THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT HAD STRENGTHENED ITS SPECIAL TEAM
TASKED WITH CONSTRUCTION SAFETY FOR ACP PROJECTS .

LOOKING AHEAD, HE SAID MORE STRINGENT REGULATORY ACTION WAS
BEING FINALISED AGAINST CONTRACTORS WHO VIOLATED SAFETY REQUIREMENTS
OR HAVE HIGH ACCIDENT RATES.

AND SAFETY UNITS WERE BEING SET UP IN WORKS DEPARTMENTS TO
PROVIDE SAFETY ADVICE AND TO CARRY OUT SAFETY AUDIT OF WORKS 1IN

PROGRESS .

JTHE ACP
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THE ACP CONSTRUCTION SAFETY AWARD SCHEME, INTRODUCED LAST YEAR,
1S ORGANISED ANNUALLY BY THE NEW AIRPORT PROJECTS CO-ORDINATION OFFICE
TO PROMOTE CONSTRUCTION SAFETY IN THE ACP WORKS SITES AND TO REDUCE
ACCIDENTS.

THE SCHEME CONSISTS OF TWO AWARDS: THE SAFETY MANAGEMENT AWARD
AND THE SAFETY RECORD AWARD. THE FORMER WILL BE PRESENTED TO THOSE
SITES WITH A HIGH QUALITY OF SAFETY MANAGEMENT AND WITH GOOD SAFETY
RECORDS, WHILE THE LATTER WILL ONLY TAKE INTO ACCOUNT SAFETY RECORDS

OF THE SITES.

THESE AWARDS WILL BE PRESENTED IN EARLY 1995. PRIZES FOR THE
CONTRACTORS AND WORKERS OF THE WINNING ACP SITES WILL INCLUDE
TROPHIES, CERTIFICATES, BANNERS, ROAST PIGS, T~SHIRTS AND BALL PENS.

AMONG THE OFFICIATING GUESTS AT TODAY'S CEREMONY WERE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCILLORS MR PANG CHUN-HOI, MR TAM YIU-CHUNG, MR EDWARD
HO, DR LEONG CHE-HUNG, MR LAU CHIN-SHEK AND DR SAMUEL WONG, AND THE
PROJECT MANAGER OF THE NEW AIRPORT PROJECTS CO-ORDINATION OFFICE, MR

BERNARD LAM.

AT TP R T

NEW DIRECTOR OF HEALTH NAMED
R R TR e

THE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED TODAY (THURSDAY) THAT DR CHAN FUNG FU-
CHUN WILL SUCCEED DR LEE SHIU-HUNG AS DIRECTOR OF HEALTH FROM NEXT

MONDAY (JUNE 6).

DR LEE WILL PROCEED ON RETIREMENT LEAVE ON THAT DAY AFTER
SERVING THE CIVIL SERVICE FOR 34 YEARS.

FOLLOWING ARE THE BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES OF THE TWO OFFICERS:

DR LEE SHIU-HUNG, ISO,

DR LEE, AGED 60, JOINED THE HONG KONG CIVIL SERVICE IN APRIL
1960 AS A MEDICAL AND HEALTH OFFICER IN THE THEN MEDICAL AND HEALTH
DEPARTMENT. HE WAS PROMOTED TO ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL AND
HEALTH SERVICES 1IN MAY 1973 AND TO DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL AND
HEALTH SERVICES IN JANUARY 1977.

UPON THE REORGANISATION OF THE MEDICAL AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT
INTO THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND THE HOSPITAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT, DR
LEE WAS APPOINTED THE FIRST DIRECTOR OF HEALTH IN APRIL 19838. ON HIS
RETIREMENT, HE WILL HAVE COMPLETED 34 YEARS OF SERVICE WITH THE HONG

KONG GOVERNMENT.

DR CHAN FUNG FU-CHUN

DR CHAN, AGED 46, JOINED THE HONG KONG CIVIL SERVICE AS A
MEDICAL AND HEALTH OFFICER IN DECEMBER 1978. SHE WAS PROMOTED TO
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF HEALTH IN NOVEMBER 1989 AND TO DEPUTY DIRECTOR
OF HEALTH IN APRIL 1992.

ot T T ST o
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HK FAVOURED FOR FOREIGN INVESTMENT
¥ X X X X

HONG KONG HAS BEEN AND WILL CONTINUE TO BE A FAVOURED PLACE
FOR FOREIGN DIRECT INVESTMENT, THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF INDUSTRY, MISS
DENISE YUE, SAID TODAY (THURSDAY).

SPEAKING AT AN INVESTMENT PROMOTION SEMINAR IN YOKOHAMA, JAPAN,
MISS YUE SAID FIGURES RELEASED BY THE JAPANESE MINISTRY OF FINANCE
SHOWED THAT TOTAL INVESTMENT FROM JAPAN AMOUNTED TO OVER US$12
BILLION UP TO 1993, ACCOUNTING FOR ABOUT ONE-FIFTH OF TOTAL JAPANESE
INVESTMENT IN ASIA.

INVESTMENT BY THE UNITED STATES 1IN HONG KONG AMOUNTED TO
US$8.5 BILLION BY THE END OF 1992 WHILE THAT FROM CHINA WAS ESTIMATED
TO BE SOME US$20 BILLION, A RISE OF 100 PER CENT WHEN COMPARED WITH
THE POSITION IN 1989, MISS YUE NOTED.

SHE SAID THE STRATEGIC POSITION OF HONG KONG IN EAST ASIA WAS
ONE OF THE CONTRIBUTING FACTORS FOR THE HIGH LEVEL OF FOREIGN
INVESTMENT IN THE TERRITORY.

SITUATED ON THE DOORSTEP TO CHINA AND WITH YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
OF DOING BUSINESS WITH CHINA, HONG KONG WAS THE IDEAL LOCATION TO
ENGAGE IN ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES WITH CHINA, SHE SAID.

"HONG KONG IS ALSO A MAJOR CENTRE FOR AIR AND SEA

TRANSPORTATION, AND HAS MODREN AND EFFICIENT FACILITIES TO HANDLE
CONTAINERS, CARGO AND THE FLOW OF PEOPLE.

"AT PRESENT, A NEW STATE-OF-THE-ART INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 18
BEING BUILT, AND THE HONG KONG CONTAINER PORT, WHICH HANDLES THE MOST
CARGO IN THE WORLD, IS CONTINUALLY EXPANDING TO MEET RISING
DEMAND, " MISS YUE SAID.

"OF COURSE, THE FACTS THAT HONG KONG IS AN IMPORTANT CENTRE OF
INTERNATIONAL FINANCE AND COMMUNICATION, AND POSSESSES A HIGHLY
EDUCATED, ADAPTABLE, TRAINABLE AND PRODUCTIVE WORKFORCE ARE NO SMALL
CONTRIBUTORS," SHE ADDED.

MiSS YUE NOTED THAT THE GOVERNMENT ALSO PROVIDED MAXIMUM
SUPPORT FOR THE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY IN HONG KONG.

THEY INCLUDE:

¥ GENEROUS TAX DEDUCTION ALLOWANCES FOR BUILDINGS, PLANT AND
MACHINERY ;

LAND IN SPECIAL INDUSTRIAL ESTATES ON CONCESSIONARY TERMS
FOR HIGH-TECH INDUSTRIES WHICH CANNOT OPERATE IN
MULTI-STOREY FACTORY BUILDINGS;

LEASED ACCOMMODATION IN INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY CENTRE FOR
TECHNOLOGY-BASED COMPANIES;

GRANTS TO EMPLOYERS FOR THE TRAINING OF THEIR EMPLOYEES TO
UPGRADE AND IMPROVE THEIR SKILLS AND TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE;

/* FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FOR APPLIED RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
PROJECTS ;

A  WHOLE RANGE OF PUBLICLY-FUNDED ORGANISATIONS WHICH
PROVIDE SUPPORT SERVICES TO MANUFACTURERS; AND

PROTECTION OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS WHICH IS SO
IMPORTANT FOR TECHNOLOGY-BASED INDUSTRIES.

SHE POINTED OUT THAT HONG KONG FURTHER PROMOTED AND PROTECTED
UNRESTRICTED FOREIGN INVESTMENT FLOWS THROUGH A SERIES OF BILATERAL
AGREEMENTS .

"THESE AGREEMENTS PROVIDE THAT EACH CONTRACTING PARTY SHALL
ENCOURAGE AND CREATE FAVOURABLE CONDITIONS FOR INVESTORS OF THE OTHER,
SHALL ACCORD INVESTMENT FROM THE OTHER PARTY TREATMENT NO LESS
FAVOURABLE THAN THAT GIVEN TO LOCAL INVESTORS OR INVESTORS FROM
COUNTRIES NOT SUBJECT TO AGREEMENT, AND SHALL ALLOW THE FEEE TRANSFER
OF INVESTMENT AND RETURNS EARNED ON THEM BACK TO THE 1TERRITORY OF THE
OTHER PARTY.

"THEY ALSO PROVIDE AN ARBITRATION MECHANISM FOR THE SETTLEMENT
OF DISPUTES AND BAR EXPROPRIATION OF INVESTMENT EXCEPT WITH FULL
COMPENSATION UNDER CERTAIN SPECIFIED CIRCUMSTANCES," MISS YUE SAID.

"§0 FAR HONG KONG HAS SIGNED SUCH AGREEMENTS WITH FOUR
COUNTRIES, AND IS AT VARIOUS STAGES OF NEGOTIATING OR ENDORSING NINE
MORE, INCLUDING JAPAN," SHE ADDED.

ALSO SPEAKING AT THE SEMINAR, NEC TECHNOLOGIES HONG KONG
LIMITED MANAGING DIRECTOR MR YASUHIRO IRIE SAID HONG KONG WAS CHOSEN
AS ITS PRODUCTION BASE BECAUSE IT WAS IN THE GEOGRAPHICAL CENTRE OF
ASTA AND A BRIDGE TO CHINA.

OTHER REASONS INCLUDED HONG KONG’S TECHNICAL EXPERTISE AND

MANAGEMENT SKILLS, QUICK INFORMATION FLOW, LOW TAX RATE, FREE PORT,
EFFICIENT INFRASTRUCTURE AND THE BUSINESS ACUMEN OF LOCAL PEOPLE.

et Gy S W S

LANTAU TRAIL ALL CLEAR NOW
Rk P e S s

COUNTRY PARK VISITORS AND HIKERS ARE NOW ABLE TO WALK THROUGH
THE ENTIRE LANTAU TRAIL WITHOUT OBSTRUCTIONS FOLLOWING THE RECENT
COMPLETION OF DIVERSION WORKS TO THREE OF ITS STAGES.

THE AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES DEPARTMENT’'S COUNTRY PARKS
MANAGEMENT OFFICER (ISLANDS), MR CHAN TAT-WAI, SAID THAT STAGES +
(NGONG PING), 10 (TONG FUK) AND 11 (CHEUNG SHA) HAD BEEN BLOCKED
SINCE LAST NOVEMBER FOLLOWING A RAINSTORM.

MR CHAN SAID: "THE NGONG PING STAGE HAS NOW BEEN DIVERTED TO
NGONG PING ROAD, WHILE THE TONG FUK AND CHEUNG SHA STAGES TO SOUTH
LANTAU ROAD. '

/"THE DIVERSIONS
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"THE DIVERSIONS ARE NECESSARY TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF
VISITORS," HE SAID, ADDING THAT ADEQUATE SIGNS HAD BEEN SET UP AT
APPROPRIATE LOCATIONS TO DIRECT HIKERS.

HE ALSO NOTED THAT THE ORIGINAL ROUTES OF THESE THREE STAGES
MAY BE CONSIDERED FOR RE-OPENING AFTER FURTHER SOIL STABILISATION AND
COMPLETION FOR REPAIRING WORKS BY THE THE WATER SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT.

THE LANTAU TRAIL IS A CIRCULAR ROUTE OF ABOUT 70 KILOMETRES
RUNNING THROUGH THE FINEST SCENERY OF THE LANTAU COUNTRY PARK. 1IT
HAS 12 SECTIONS WITH STARTING AND FINISHING POINTS AT MUI WO.

MR CHAN REMINDED HILL WALKERS TO OBSERVE THE SAFETY HINTS 8O
AS TO PREVENT ACCIDENTS.

AMONG HIS SAFETY HINTS ARE THE AWARENESS OF ONE’S OWN PHYSICAL
LIMITATIONS, CAREFUL PLANNING OF WALKING ROUTES, IDENTIFICATION OF
DIFFICULT AREAS, SUFFICIENT EQUIPMENT AND CLOTHING AS WELL AS
ALERTNESS TO WEATHER CHANGES DURING A TRIP.

et [ e g

AUSTRALIAN VETS SEE PUPPY TRADE IN HK
¥ ¥ X x X

TWO AUSTRALIAN VETS ARE NOW IN HONG KONG TO SEE FOR THEMSELVES
THE PUPPY TRADE IN THE TERRITORY.

DR DAVID WILSON, A GOVERNMENT OFFICIAL FROM THE AUSTRALIAN
QUARANTINE AND INSPECTION SERVICE, BEGAN THE STUDY ON MAY 31.

HE WAS JOINED BY DR HUGH WIRTH FROM THE AUSTRALIAN ROYAL
SOCIETY FOR THE PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS THE NEXT DAY FOR A
FOUR-DAY MISSION TO GET FIRST-HAND INFORMATION ON AUSTRALIAN PUPPIES
IMPORTED INTO HONG KONG.

THEY WERE MET BY THE ACTING DIRECTOR OF AGRICULTURE AND
FISHERIES, MR MICHAEL LEE, YESTERDAY (WEDNESDAY) WHO STRESSED THAT
THE AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES DEPARTMENT (AFD) ATTACHED  GREAT
IMPORTANCE TO ANIMAL WELFARE.

MR LEE SAID HE AND HIS STAFF WERE GLAD TO TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY
TO SHOW THE VISITING VETS THE ACTUAL SITUATION IN HONG KONG SO THAT
THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC COULD GAIN A BETTER
UNDERSTANDING OF THE HONG KONG SITUATION.

ACCOMPANIED BY AFD'S SENIOR VETERINARY OFFICER, DR BARRY
BOUSFIELD, THE TWO AUSTRALIAN VETS LAST NIGHT VISITED THE AIRPORT
ANIMAL HOSTEL AND AIRPORT CARGO TERMINAL TO INSPECT INCOMING DOGS

FROM OVERSEAS.

DR BOUSFIELD EXPLAINED TO THEM THAT THE IMPORTATION OF
PUPPIES WAS STRICTLY REGULATED IN HONG KONG.

/"APART FROM
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"APART FROM REQUIRING THE RELEVANT HEALTH CERTIFICATES FROM
THE EXPORTING COUNTRY, AFD WILL NOT PERMIT THE IMPORTATION OF PUPPIES
BELOW EIGHT WEEKS OLD. THIS IS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE INTERNATIONALLY
ACCEPTED MINIMUM AGE FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF PUPPIES," HE SAID. -

"IN THE CHECKS CONDUCTED BY AFD, THE HEALTH OF THE ARRIVING
PUPPIES IS CONSISTENTLY FOUND TO BE EXCELLENT. THERE WERE ONLY EIGHT
CASES OF ILLNESS AND THREE DEATHS DETECTED OUT OF THE 9,511 PUPPIES
IMPORTED FOR TRADE LAST YEAR."

EARLIER IN THE MORNING, THERE WAS A MEETING BETWEEN AUSTRALIAN
AND AFD VETS AT THE RSPCA HONG KONG HEADQUARTERS TO EXCHANGE VIEWS ON
A NUMBER OF ISSUES INCLUDING ANIMAL WELFARE MATTERS.

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE AT THE MEETING WERE RSPCA VETS AND LOCAL
PRIVATE VETERINARY SURGEONS.

AFD OFFICERS . POINTED OUT THAT THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE TO
SUBSTANTIATE CLAIMS THAT IMPORTED AUSTRALIAN PUPPIES WERE SUCCUMBED
TO DISEASE SOON AFTER THEIR ARRIVAL.

TODAY (THURSDAY), THE TWO AUSTRALIAN VETS WERE TAKEN BY AFD
VETERINARY OFFICER, DR PETER GRANDISON, TO VISIT LICENSED PET SHOPS.

DR GRANDISON POINTED OUT THAT PET SHOPS THAT SOLD OR BOARDED
ANIMALS WERE REGULATED BY A LICENSING SYSTEM.

"ALL LICENSEES ARE REQUIRED TO COMPLY WITH A CODE OF STANDARDS
[SSUED BY THE AFD, WHICH IMPOSES STRICT GUIDELINES WITH RESPECT TO
ENCLOSURES, HUSBANDRY, HYGIENE, DISEASE CONTROL AND ANIMAL WELFARE
WITHIN PET SHOPS," HE SAID.

DR WILSON AND DR WIRTH THEN VISITED A GOVERNMENT KENNEL IN THE
AFTERNOON. THEY WERE ALSO SHOWN A BLACK SPOT WHERE STRAY DOGS
CONGREGATED.

DURING THE AUSTRALIAN VETERINARY MISSION’S VISIT, AFD OFFICERS
ONCE AGAIN POINTED OUT THAT THE DEPARTMENT WOULD CONTINUE TO CLOSELY
MONITOR THE PUPPY TRADE IN WHICH AUSTRALIA WAS A MAJOR TRADING
PARTNER.

THEY ALSO LEARNT THAT 1IN RESPONSE TO - RECENT CONCERNS OF
ILLNESS AMONG IMPORTED AUSTRALIAN PUPPIES, THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT
HAS MOVED IMMEDIATELY TO ENSURE THAT THEIR PUPPIES FOR EXPORT ARE
ADEQUATELY PROTECTED AGAINST COMMON INFECTIOUS DISEASES BY USING THE
LATEST TECHNOLOGY .

SIMILARLY, THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT IS SOON TO IMPOSE AN
ADDITIONAL CONDITION ON ALL PET SHOP LICENSEES, REQUIRING THAT ALL
PUPPIES ON DISPLAY IN THEIR SHOPS BE VACCINATED -AGAINST COMMON
INFECTIOUS DISEASES BY DULY QUALIFIED VETERINARY SURGEONS ONLY.
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HK FESTIVAL 1995 HIGHLIGHTS ACHIEVEMENTS
¥ ¥ ¥ % X

THE PROPOSED HONG KONG FESTIVAL NEXT YEAR AIMS TO GIVE
OPPORTUNITIES TO HONG KONG PEOPLE TO TAKE A BROAD LOOK AT THEIR, OWN
ACHIEVEMENTS, THE SECRETARY FOR RECREATION AND CULTURE, MR JAMES 80,
SAID TODAY (THURSDAY).

BRIEFING MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ON THE SUBJECT, MR
SO SAID: "IT’S GOING TO BE A FESTIVAL BY THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG FOR
THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG."

"WE WILL ENDEAVOUR TO OFFER SOMETHING FOR ALL WALKS OF LIFE,
YOUNG AND OLD, SO THAT EVERYONE CAN HAVE A GOOD TIME TOGETHER.

"WE DESERVE THIS AFTER YEARS OF HARD WORK WHICH HAS BROUGHT US
SUCCESS NOT JUST IN ECONOMIC TERMS BUT ALSO IN THE FIELDS OF ARTS,
CULTURE AND SPORTS."

MR SO EXPLAINED THAT THE IDEA OF HAVING A LARGE-SCALE FESTIVAL
[N HONG KONG WAS FIRST MOOTED DURING THE REVIEW OF THE HONG KONG -~
CANADA FESTIVAL 1992.

THAT FESTIVAL WAS CONSIDERED VERY SUCCESSFUL AND HAD BROUGHT
OUT THE MANY POSITIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF HONG KONG, HE SAID.

IT HAD LEFT THE PARTICIPANTS WITH THE DISTINCT IMPRESSION THAT
HONG KONG IS FULL OF VITALITY AND RESILIENCE AND STANDS READY TO MEET
FUTURE CHALLENGES. .

MR SO SAID: "HOWEVER, FEW PEOPLE IN HONG KONG WERE ABLE TO
ENJOY ITS PROGRAMMES SINCE THEY WERE ALL STAGED 1IN CANADIAN CITIES.
THIS GAVE BIRTH TO THE PROPOSAL OF ORGANISING A TERRITORY-WIDE
FESTIVAL IN HONG KONG.

THE AIM OF THE HONG KONG FESTIVAL 1S OBVIOUSLY DIFFERENT.

"WHEREAS THE 1992 CANADIAN FESTIVAL ON HONG KONG WAS FOR TRADE
PROMOTION, CULTURAL EXCHANGE AND STRENGTHENING OF TIES BETWEEN TWO
PLACES, THE HONG KONG FESTIVAL 1995 SERVES TO REMIND THE PEOPLE .OF
HONG KONG THE MANY FEATURES OF THEIR CITY OF WHICH THEY CAN RIGHTLY
FEEL PROUD," MR SO SAID.

THE ORGANISATION OF THE HONG KONG FESTIVAL IS ALSO EXPECTED TO
BE A COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT EXERCISE.

IT WILL PROVIDE A RALLYING POINT FOR DIFFERENT SECTORS TO
CO-OPERATE WITH ONE ANOTHER AND PRODUCE SOMETHING WHICH IS TRULY HONG
KONG.

A MAJORITY OF THE PROGRAMMES SHOULD THEREFORE BE BY LOCAL
TALENT, ALTHOUGH SOME OVERSEAS GROUPS MAY BE BROUGHT IN TO HIGHLIGHT
THE COSMOPOLITAN NATURE OF HONG KONG.

THE FESTIVAL WILL LAST ABOUT THREE WEEKS8, BEGINNING AROUND
LATE OCTOBER TO EARLY NOVEMBER 1995.

/AT PRESENT, .......
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AT PRESENT, PREPARATION' FOR THE FESTIVAL IS LIMITED TO THE
FORMULATION OF CONCEPTUAL IDEAS.

A STEERING COMMITTEE UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF BARONESS DUNN
WILL FIRST BE FORMED TO PROVIDE GUIDANCE AND DIRECTION TO THE
ORGANISATION OF THE FESTIVAL.

THE TOTAL SUM REQUIRED IS ESTIMATED TO BE AROUND $38 MILLION,
TO BE FUNDED ON AN EQUAL-SHARING BASIS BY GOVERNMENT AND COMMERCIAL
SPONSORS.

THE FINANCE COMMITTEE OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL WILL SOON BE
APPROACHED FOR THE ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.

S Sl T T

VMS TAKE FOOD AGAIN
¥ X X X %

MOST OF THE VIETNAMESE MIGRANTS (VMS) IN WHITEHEAD DETENTION
CENTRE (WHDC) AND HIGH ISLAND DETENTION CENTRE (HIDC) WHO HAD BEEN
REFUSING FOOD ISSUED BY THE MANAGEMENT FOR THE PAST FEW DAYS RESUMED
TAKING CAMP RATIONS TODAY (THURSDAY).

A TOTAL OF -53 AND 15 VMS CONTINUED THEIR REFUSAL OF FOOD IN
WHDC AND HIDC RESPECTIVELY.

CETTES 1 1 o 1 s R )

SURVEY OF INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION FOR 1993 BEGINS
¥ X ¥ %k ¥

THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCED TODAY (THURSDAY)
THE SURVEY OF INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION FOR 1993 HAD STARTED.

THE ANNUAL SURVEY IS PART OF A CONTINUOUS PROGRAMME TO COMPILE
STATISTICS ON THE STRUCTURE AND PERFORMANCE OF VARIOUS ECONOMIC
ACTIVITIES IN HONG KONG.

THE SURVEY AIMS TO OBTAIN UP-TO-DATE STATISTICAL DATA FOR
EVALUATING THE CONTRIBUTION OF VARIOUS INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITIES TO HONG
KONG’S GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT AND FOR ASCERTAINING THEIR COST
STRUCTURE, OPERATING CHARACTERISTICS AND OUTPUT LEVELS.

THE SURVEY RESULTS ARE USEFUL TO BOTH THE GOVERNMENT AND THE
PRIVATE SECTOR IN FORMULATING POLICIES AND MAKING DECISIONS.

THE COMMISSIONER FOR CENSUS AND STATISTICS, MR FREDERICK HO,
APPEALED TO THE MANAGEMENTS OF ALL SAMPLED ESTABLISHMENTS TO FULFIL
THEIR LEGAL AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITIES BY RETURNING PROMPTLY THE
COMPLETED QUESTIONNAIRES AND CO-OPERATING WITH OFFICERS OF THE
DEPARTMENT DURING THE SURVEY.

/HE STRESSED
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HE STRESSED THAT INFORMATION RELATING TO INDIVIDUAL
ESTABLISHMENTS WOULD BE TREATED IN STRICT CONFIDENCE UNDER THE CENSUS
AND STATISTICS ORDINANCE.

"ONLY AGGREGATE INFORMATION THAT DOES NOT REVEAL DETAILS OF
INDIVIDUAL ESTABLISHMENTS WILL BE RELEASED," HE SAID.

MR HO ALSO POINTED OUT THAT AUDITED ACCOUNTS WERE NOT ESSENTIAL
FOR THE SUPPLY OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE DATA REQUIRED IN THE SURVEY.

THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT ACCEPTS FIGURES BASED ON
PRELIMINARY ACCOUNTS OR ESTIMATES THAT ARE CORRECT TO THE BEST OF THE
RESPONDENTS’' KNOWLEDGE AT THE TIME OF SUBMISSION OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE,
IF AUDITED ACCOUNTS ARE NOT YET AVAILABLE.

ABOUT 7,000 ESTABLISHMENTS WILL BE ENUMERATED IN THE PRESENT
ROUND OF THE SURVEY, COVERING THE FOLLOWING INDUSTRIAL ACTIVITIES:
MANUFACTURING; MINING AND QUARRYING; AND ELECTRICITY, GAS AND WATER.

INFORMATION TO BE SOUGHT INCLUDES: TYPE OF OWNERSHIP, ORIGIN OF
INVESTMENT, FLOOR AREA, EMPLOYMENT, COMPENSATION OF EMPLOYEES (WAGES,
SALARIES AND OTHER EMPLOYEE BENEFITS), PAYMENTS FOR INDUSTRIAL WORK
AND INDUSTRIAL SERVICES, VALUE OF PURCHASES AND OTHER EXPENSES, SALES

AND OTHER RECEIPTS, CAPITAL EXPENDITURE AND STOCKS AND OTHER RELATED
INFORMATION ON THE BUSINESS OPERATION OF THE ESTABLISHMENTS.

THE SURVEY IS CONDUCTED UNDER THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS (ANNUAL
SURVEY OF INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION) ORDER 1984, WHICH WAS MADE UNDER THE
CENSUS AND STATISTICS ORDINANCE AND ISSUED AS LEGAL NOTICE NO. 15 IN
THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT GAZETTE ON JANUARY 13, 1984.

QUESTIONNAIRES HAVE BEEN MAILED TO THE SAMPLED ESTABLISHMENTS.
THEY ARE REQUIRED BY LAW TO COMPLETE AND RETURN THE QUESTIONNAIRES TO
THE DEPARTMENT BY JULY 31.

IF REQUIRED, OFFICERS OF THE DEPARTMENT WILL VISIT INDIVIDUAL
ESTABLISHMENTS AND HELP THEM COMPLETE THE QUESTIONNAIRES.

THE OFFICERS WILL CARRY A GOVERNMENT IDENTITY CARD AND A
CERTIFICATE FOR CONDUCTING THE SURVEY WHILST ON DUTY, WHICH ARE
AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION.

ANY ENQUIRIES REGARDING THE SURVEY MAY BE DIRECTED TO THE
INDUSTRIAL PRODUCTION STATISTICS SECTION OF THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS

DEPARTMENT ON TEL 839 3230 OR 805 6441.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETS TOMORROW
¥ X ¥ X X%

THE FINANCE COMMITTEE WILL HOLD A MEETING AT 2.30 PM TOMORROW
(FRIDAY) AT THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL CHAMBER.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE WELCOME TO OBSERVE THE PROCEEDINGS
FROM THE PUBLIC GALLERY. THEY MAY RESERVE SEATS BY CALLING 869 9399.

ATTENTION NEWS EDITORS:

YOUR REPRESENTATIVES ARE INVITED TO COVER THE MEETING.

MRSRGAL ) U

HONG KONG MONETARY AUTHORITY
MONEY MARKET OPERATIONS
X ¥ x ¥ %
CUMULATIVE

TIME CHANGE
$ MILLION® (HOURS) ($ MILLION)

OPENING BALANCE IN THE ACCOUNT

CLOSING BALANCE IN THE ACCOUNT 1000

CHANGE ATTRIBUTABLE TO : 1100
MONEY MARKET ACTIVITY 1200

LAF TODAY 1500
1600

LAF RATE 2.50 BID/4.50 OFFER TWI 124.8 %x+0.0%

HONG KONG MONETARY AUTHORITY

" BILLS EF NOTES/HONG KONG GOVERNMENT BONDS
TERMS YIELD TERM ISSUE COUPON PRICE YIELD

WEEK 18 MONTHS 2511 4.15 97.86 5.77

MONTH 24 MONTHS 2605 6.35 100.39 6.23

MONTHS 29 MONTHS 3610 4.20 95.04 6.56
MONTHS . 32 MONTHS 3701 4.60 95.22

12 MONTHS . 35 MONTHS 3704 6.15 98.60

TOTAL TURNOVER OF BILLS AND BONDS - 7,322 MN

CLOSED 2 JUNE 1994






