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$6M ex-gratia payment granted to Yeung Hoi-keung

¥ % % % %

The Government today (Monday) grant an ex-gratia payment of $6,079,000 to
Mr Yeung Hoi-keung in recognition of his bravery as a good citizen in fighting crime.

Mr Yeung, married with one son and one daughter, sustained severe injuries in
1989 as he tried to apprehend a jewellery shop robber. He is still hospitalised in
Queen Elizabeth Hospital.

A government spokesman said the ex-gratia payment was meant to provide
assistance to ensure a stable living for Mr Yeung and his family in the years to come.

An inter-departmental working group set up to study the case has taken into
account the needs of Mr Yeung's family including expenditure on clothing, food,
utilities, rental, travelling, medical fees, domestic help and children's education.

The Government also agreed to pay an additional $149,580 to enable him to
repay the Criminal and Law Enforcement Injuries Compensation Board.

Assistance has also been given to Mr Yeung to acquire appropriate
rehabilitative appliances through Samaritan Fund and to undertake home modification

to meet his special needs.

The award of the ex-gratia payment will not affect his eligibility of disability
allowance which is paid on a non-means tested-basis.

Mr Yeung was awarded the Governor's Commendation for Community Service
on May 14.

End
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JLG expert group to talk on transitional budget
* %k % ¥ %

The Sino-British Joint Liaison Group will hold their 10th round of expert talks
on July 9 and 10 in Hong Kong to discuss the preparation of Hong Kong's transitional
budget and related matters.

The British team will be led by the Secretary for the Treasury of the Hong
Kong Government, Mr K C Kwong. The Chinese team will be led by Mr Chen
Zuo'er, Chinese Representative on the Sino-British Joint Liaison Group. They will be
assisted by experts.

End

Advice to home buyers on slope maintenance duty
* % & &% %

Potential home buyers should not commit themselves before first ascertaining
whether they are responsible for maintaining the slopes near the property they intend
to purchase.

This was stated today (Monday) by the Government Geotechnical Engineer of
the Civil Engineering Department, Mr Raymond Chan, in his address to a luncheon
meeting of the Society of Hong Kong Real Estate Agents Limited.

"Property owners are responsible for maintaining slopes within their private
lots.

"Under the Building Management Ordinance enacted in May 1993, slopes and
retaining walls within private lots are part of the 'common area', similar to lift, car park
and swimming pool.

"The responsibility of maintenance of land, including slopes and retaining
walls, rests with the owners," he said.

Property buyers could ascertain the extent of the land they were required to
maintain by examining the lease documents, said Mr Chan.

"They can refer to registered land documents such as government leases,
conditions of grant, conditions of sale at the Land Registry.




"Professional advice from lawyers or estate surveyors may also be required on
the interpretation of the lease documents in respect of maintenance responsibility," he
added.

To provide property buyers with information on the responsibility on slope
maintenance, the government and the Law Society had issued guidelines to lawyers
requesting them to include a provision on slope maintenance in the deed of mutual
covenant.

"Location plans of existing slopes or slopes under construction should be
shown on sales brochures of new buildings under the consent scheme. with the
responsibility of slope maintenance also clearly spelt out," he said.

Mr Chan said the current condition of the slopes and their maintenance
management were other key elements which need to be looked into before buying a
flat.

"For private slopes that have been identified to be dangerous or liable to
become dangerous, the Buildings Department, on the advice of the Geotechnical
Engineering Office (GEO), has been issuing dangerous hillside orders (DHO) to

safeguard the public and to bring private slopes and retaining walls up to the required
standard.

"A list of undischarged DHOs is available for public inspection from the
Buildings Department.

"Apart from the updated information of the 'Slope Catalogue', GEO also makes
available for public inspection a list of public slopes that have been found by its
studies to be substandard and have been included in a current works contract under the
Landslip Preventive Measure Programme," he said.

Mr Chan also reminded the public of the importance of slope maintenance.

"Lack of maintenance on slopes is one of main causes of landslips and that
regular maintenance is essential to slope safety.

"It a slope or retaining wall is not properly maintained, it will deteriorate and a
landslip may occur. This would result in injury to persons or damage to property.

"It this happens, suffering and hardship may result and great expenses may be
incurred in reinstating the ground or making it safe," said Mr Chan.

End
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Cause of oil spill being investigated
* Kk k ok %k

The Marine Department is investigating the circumstances leading to the oil
spill from a vessel under repairs at the United Dockyard, Yam O, Lantau Island.

"The department will initiate legal action should there be evidence to show any
negligence was involved to cause the spill," a department spokesman said today
(Monday).

The leakage from the fuel tank of a 13,228 gross registered tonne container
vessel under repairs at the United Dockyard was discovered at about 7 am on Saturday
(July 6).

Over the weekend, vessels from the Pollution Control Unit of the department
and salvage tugs hired by the dockyard mounted a joint clean up operation in Yam O,
Ma Wan, Kap Shui Mun, Sham Tseng and Tuen Mun.

Staff from the Regional Services Department also took part in the operation
yesterday when some of the oil patches landed at the gazetted beaches in Tsuen Wan.

The Marine Department will take steps to recover the costs for the clean up
operations from the dockyard and/or the ship.

End

Tug masters to give statements on sea procession
ok ok ok ok

The Marine Department will interview some masters involved in the procession
in Victoria Harbour last Friday (July 5) as part of its investigation to determine
whether there is any violation of the safety regulations, Assistant Director of Marine,

Mr Raymond Tang, said today (Monday).

"Some masters of the tugs have been informed to give statement to the
investigating officers," he said.

The department is concerned with the acts of some protesters who have
disregarded public safety during the procession.
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"Some of the tug masters had acted in an irresponsible manner, intentionally
blocking ferries and ignored directions from the Marine Department offices to keep
clear of other traffic," Mr Tang said.

The investigating officers are also anxious to contact anyone who might have
witnessed these incidents. They are requested to contact Senior Marine Officer, Mr
Butt Lee-yuen, on 2852 4452,

End

Dangerous roof-top structures in Kwun Tong to be closed
* k k % %

The Buildings Department announced today (Monday) that the illegal roof-top
structures at Chung Hing House, Yan Oi Court, Kwun Tong will be closed for
demolition.

A notice of intention was posted at the structures this morning informing the
occupants that a Closure Order would be applied from the Hong Kong District Court
on December 18.

The department's Chief Building Surveyor (Control and Enforcement), Mr Au
Choi-kai, said the unauthorised structures, with the absence of a proper means of
escape, were posing an imminent danger to the residents in case of fire.

"The structural safety of the whole building is also adversely affected as the
structures have greatly increased the loading of the building," he said.

Noting that about 75 persons from 20 families would be affected by the
operation, Mr Au said the Buildings Department had already liaised with the Housing

Department to offer re-housing assistance.

All the occupants' request for re-settlement would be considered by the
Housing Department according to their eligibility.

The Social Welfare Department and Kwun Tong District Office will also offer
assistance to the residents if necessary.

End
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Employer fined for violating employees' compensation law
* %k %k %k %

The Labour Department today (Monday) reminded employers to observe the
provisions of the Employees' Compensation Ordinance (ECO) or they will face

prosecution.

The reminder was made following a recent court case in Tsuen Wan Magistracy
in which the owner of Jet Light Engineering Limited was fined $12,500 for dismissing
an employee injured at work before the certificate of compensation assessment (Form
5) had been issued by the Commissioner for Labour.

Labour Officer (Prosecutions), Mr Raymond Ho, said: "Under Section 48 of the
ECO, no employer should dismiss, or give notice to dismiss, an injured employee who
is entitled to compensation under the ECO until the Commissioner for Labour has
issued the certificate of compensation assessment (Form 5); or until the employer has
entered into an agreement under the Ordinance to settle the claim directly; or until an
ordinary assessment board or special assessment board has issued the certificate of
assessment (Form 7 or Form 8), or the certificate of review of assessment (Form 9 or
Form 10), whichever occurs first."

The maximum fine under this provision has been revised to $100,000 on July 1

after the Employees' Compensation (Amendment) Bill 1996 was approved by the
Legislative Council on May 29.

End

Third quarter rates due on July 31
* %k * ¥ ¥

Rates for the third quarter of this year are payable on or before July 31, a
spokesman for the Rating and Valuation Department said today (Monday).

Payment can be made using autopay under ratepayers' bank accounts, or the
Payment by Phone Service, or by post addressed to the Director of Accounting
Services, P O Box 8000, GPO, Hong Kong. or in person at any of the following
offices:

The Treasury Headquarters Collection and Payment Office, Immigration
Tower, first floor, 7 Gloucester Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong;

The Central Sub-Treasury, Central Government Offices (West Wing), 11
[ce House Street, Hong Kong;




The North Point Sub-Treasury, Max Share Centre, first floor, 373 King's
Road, North Point, Hong Kong;

The Sai Wan Ho Sub-Treasury, Eastern Law Courts Building, ground
floor, 29 Tai On Street, Sai Wan Ho, Hong Kong;

The Yau Ma Tei Sub-Treasury, Kowloon Government Offices, fourth
floor, 405 Nathan Road, Kowloon;

The Kowloon City Sub-Treasury, Man Sang Commercial Building, first
floor, 348-352 Prince Edward Road West, Kowloon;

The District Office at Sai Kung, Sha Tin, Tai Po, North, Yuen Long,
Tuen Mun, Tsuen Wan or Kwai Tsing.

The spokesman said ratepayers who had not received their demand notes
should bring along those for any previous quarter to any of the Treasury collection
offices.

Replacement rates demand notes will be issued to them, he said.

If they cannot produce demand notes for any previous quarter, they should
enquire at the Rates Accounts Section, Rating and Valuation Department, Hennessy
Centre, 17th floor, 500 Hennessy Road, Causeway Bay, Hong Kong, or call 2881
1033.

Non-receipt of the demand notes does not alter the requirement that the rates
must be paid by July 31 and unless so paid, ratepayers may be subject to a surcharge
of five per cent under Section 22 of the Rating Ordinance.

A further surcharge of 10 per cent may be levied on the outstanding amount
(including the 5 per cent surcharge) which remains unpaid six months after the due
date.

Ratepayers who have submitted a valid direct debit authorisation should note
that if the wording "Payment To Be Made By Autopay" is shown, payment will be
made by direct debit to their bank accounts on July 31.

They should then ensure that their bank accounts contain the necessary funds
on that date.
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To save queuing time, the spokesman urged ratepayers to settle payment by
autopay, under which their bank accounts will only be debited on rates due dates, or
using the Payment by Phone Service.

Application forms for autopay are obtainable from Treasury collection offices,
district offices and all major banks in Hong Kong or by telephoning 2881 1033.

For additional information regarding the Payment by Phone Service, please call
9000 0222 329.

Water storage figure
* %k % % %

Storage in Hong Kong's reservoirs at 9 am today (Monday) stood at 92.8 per
cent of capacity or 544.135 million cubic metres.

This time last year the reservoirs contained 405.260 million cubic metres of
water, representing 69.2 per cent of capacity.

End

Hong Kong Monetary Authority money market operations
* % * %k k

Cumulative
Time change
$ million (hours) ($million)

Opening balance in the account 1,765 0930 +198
Closing balance in the account 1,963 1000 +198
Change attributable to : 1100 +198
Money market activity +198 1200 +198
LAF today Nil 1500 +198
1600 +198

LAF rate 4.00% bid/6.00% offer TW1 124.7 *+0.1* 8.7.96




Hong Kong Monetary Authority

EF bills EF notes

Terms Yield Term Issue  Coupon

1 week 5.25 2 years 2805 6.30
1 month 5.27 3 years 3904 6.30
3 months 5.35 S5years 5106 7.23
6 months 5.61 7 years 7305 7.60
12 months  6.00 5 years MS502 7.30

Total turnover of EF bills and notes - $15.457 million

Closed July 8, 1996

End






