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GOVERNOR VISITS SHEUNG SHUI FLOODED AREAS
X ¥ % x x

THE GOVERNOR, THE RT HON CHRISTOPHER PATTEN, VISITED HO SHEUNG
HEUNG 1IN SHEUNG SHUI TODAY (MONDAY) TO SEE FOR HIMSELF SOME OF THE
EFFECTS OF THE APPALLING FLOODING OVER THE WEEKEND.

SPEAKING TO REPORTERS AFTER THE VISIT, THE GOVERNOR OFFERED HIS
SYMPATHY TO THOSE WHO HAD SUFFERED LOSSES AND NOTED THAT THERE WERE A
NUMBER OF LESSONS TO BE LEARNT.

"IN THE MEDIUM TERM, I HOPE THAT WE CAN GET OUR LEGISLATION
VERY QUICKLY THROUGH THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL SO WE WILL BE ABLE TO GET
EASIER ACCESS TO THE BORDER RIVER AND TO OTHER STREAMS AND RIVERS TO
MAKE SURE THAT WE CAN HAVE THE WATER MOVING AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE AND
NOT FLOODING," HE SAID.

"BUT, THERE IS A LONG-TERM SOLUTION WHICH WE REALLY GOT TO GRET
ON WITH IN ORDER TO PREVENT THIS SORT OF TRAGEDY HAPPENING AGAIN. AND
THAT IS TO DEAL WITH THE FLOOD PREVENTION WORK ON THE BORDER RIVER.

"IT'S BEEN TALKED ABOUT FOR MANY YEARS. I AM PLEASED THAT AT
LAST, WE'VE GOT THINGS AT THE PLANNING STAGE AND THE DESIGN STAGE."

HE HOPED THAT WORK ON THE $1.6 BILLION PROJECT COULD START AS
SOON AS POSSIBLE.

"THE LONG-TERM SOLUTION IS THE ONE WE'VE GOT TO LOOK FOR SO AS
TO AVOID THESE VILLAGERS AND THEIR FAMILIES SUFFERING FROM THESE

PROBLEMS AGAIN," HE SAID.

THE GOVERNOR SAID ONE OTHER SHORT-TERM ISSUE WHICH WAS OF
IMPORTANCE TO MANY PEOPLE IN THE NEW TERRITORIES WAS THAT THE EXISTING
COMPENSATION ARRANGEMENTS SHOULD BE APPLIED AS RAPIDLY AS POSSIBLE
BECAUSE THERE WERE PEOPLE WHO HAD LOST A GREAT DEAL IN THE WAY OF
POULTRY, FOODSTUFFS AND HOUSEHOLD ITEMS.

ASKED ABOUT THE DISCUSSIONS WITH THE CHINESE AUTHORITY OVER THE
LONG-TERM MEASURE, MR PATTEN SAID: "DISCUSSIONS RESUMED LAST YEAR AND
I AM PLEASED TO SAY THAT AS A RESULT OF THAT, THINGS ARE NOW AT THE
PLANNING AND DESIGN STAGE."

"THE PRESENT INTENTION IS THAT WORK SHOULD ACTUALLY START IN
EARLY 1995, WE ARE GOING TO SEE IF THERE'S ANY POSSIBILITY OF DOING
THAT EARLIER BUT OBVIOUSLY, THE FIRST THING THAT WE HAVE TO DO IS TO
GET THE PLANNING AND DESIGN WORK PROPERLY DONE."

IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION ABOUT SUPPORT FROM THE CHINESE
GOVERNMENT, THE GOVERNOR SAID: "I AM SURE IT IS A PROJECT ON WHICH WE
WILL ALL WANT TO WORK TOGETHER WHATEVER SOME OF THE DIFFICULTIES IN
THE PAST ON THIS ISSUE."

"I AM DELIGHTED THAT THINGS ARE NOW GOING AHEAD PERFECTLY
ADEQUATELY BUT WE’VE GOT TO MAKE AS MUCH PROGRESS AS WE CAN."

THE GOVERNOR WAS ACCOMPANIED ON THE VISIT BY THE REGIONAL

SECRETARY FOR THE NEW TERRITORIES, MR FRED TING, AND THE NORTH
DISTRICT OFFICER, MR TIMOTHY TONG.
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13TH ROUND OF SINO-BRITISH TALKS
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THE BRITISH SIDE AND THE CHINESE SIDE HAVE AGREED THAT THE
BRITISH GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVE, SIR ROBIN MCLAREN, BRITISH
AMBASSADOR TO CHINA, AND THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVE, MR
JIANG ENZHU, VICE FOREIGN MINISTER OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA,
WILL HOLD THEIR THIRTEENTH ROUND OF TALKS IN BEIJING ON 11 AND 12
OCTOBER 1993 ON THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE 1994/95 ELECTIONS 1IN HONG
KONG IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SINO-BRITISH JOINT DECLARATION, THE
PRINCIPLE OF CONVERGENCE WITH THE BASIC LAW AND THE RELEVANT
AGREEMENTS AND UNDERSTANDINGS REACHED BETWEEN BRITAIN AND CHINA.
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EMERGENCY RELIEF FOR FLOOD VICTIMS
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RELIEF FUNDS ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR VILLAGERS IN NORTH DISTRICT
WHO ARE AFFECTED BY THE RECENT FLOODINGS, A SPOKESMAN FOR THE CITY AND
NEW TERRITORIES ADMINISTRATION SAID TODAY (MONDAY).

EACH FAMILY IN THE FLOODED AREAS CAN APPLY, THROUGH THE NORTH
DISTRICT OFFICE, FOR A MAXIMUM OF $5,000 FOR EMERGENCY RELIEF,.

THIS WILL BE IN ADDITION TO THE NORMAL EX-GRATIA ALLOWANCES
(SUCH AS FOR THE LOSS OF CROPS AND LIVESTOCK), AND OTHER FINANCIAL

ASSISTANCE OFFERED BY OTHER GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS.

"THE NORTH DISTRICT OFFICER IS WORKING CLOSELY WITH THE NORTH
DISTRICT BOARD CHAIRMAN AND THE LOCAL RURAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN TO
OFFER HELP TO THOSE IN NEED," THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

STAFF FROM THE DISTRICT OFFICE ARE ALREADY GETTING IN TOUCH
WITH THE VICTIMS TO HELP.

"WE ARE ALSO WORKING TOGETHER WITH OTHER GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS
TO PROVIDE TEMPORARY ACCOMMODATION AND EMERGENCY RELIEF TO THOSE WHO
HAVE BEEN MADE HOMELESS BY THE FLOODING."

PEOPLE WHO WISH TO APPLY FOR EMERGENCY RELIEF CAN CONTACT THE
NORTH DISTRICT OFFICE OR CALL 675 1606.
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GEO RECEIVES 63 REPORTS OF LANDSLIDES
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THE GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING OFFICE’'S (GEO) EMERGENCY CONTROL
CENTRE RECEIVED 63 REPORTS OF LANDSLIDES DURING THE PERIOD FROM
2.50 PM ON SATURDAY (SEPTEMBER 25) WHEN THE LANDSLIP WARNING WAS
ISSUED TO 12.30 PM TODAY (MONDAY) WHEN THE WARNING WAS LIFTED.

OF THE INCIDENTS, AROUND 30 HAVE AFFECTED ROADS AND FOOTPATHS,
15 OCCURRED NEXT TO BUILDINGS AND ABOUT 18 HAVE AFFECTED SQUATTERS.

/A SPOKESMAN
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A SPOKESMAN FOR THE CIVIL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT POINTED OUT
THAT RAINFALL ASSOCIATED WITH TYPHOON DOT HAD BEEN AFFECTING THE
TERRITORY SINCE LAST FRIDAY (SEPTEMBER 24).

UP TO 10.30 AM THIS MORNING, CLOSE TO 500 MM OF RAINFALL HAD
FALLEN OVER MUCH OF THE TERRITORY.

THE WORST AFFECTED AREA WAS THE MID-LEVELS ON HONG KONG ISLAND,
WHICH RECEIVED ABOUT 640 MM OF RAIN.

THE SPOKESMAN POINTED OUT THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO REPORTS OF
INJURIES DUE TO LANDSLIPS.

ONLY SEVEN PERSONS WERE EVACUATED FROM A PRIVATE BUILDING,
SEVERAL SQUATTERS HAD BEEN TEMPORARILY CLEARED AND A NUMBER OF ROADS
HAD BEEN TOTALLY OR PARTIALLY CLOSED. IT IS EXPECTED THAT THE ROADS
WILL BE REOPENED SOON.

DURING THE RAINSTORM, THE SPOKESMAN ADDED, THE GEO SET UP ITS
EMERGENCY CONTROL CENTRE TO RESPOND TO INCIDENT REPORTS.

THE CENTRE WAS MANNED ROUND THE CLOCK DURING THE LANDSLIP
WARNING PERIOD TO PROVIDE SPECIALIST ADVICE.

ABOUT 30 GEO PROFESSIONAL STAFF WERE ON SITE DURING THE
RAINSTORM AND ARE CURRENTLY FOLLOWING UP ON SEVERAL INCIDENTS.

NOTING THAT SEVERAL LANDSLIPS HAD AFFECTED PRIVATE BUILDINGS,

THE SPOKESMAN REMINDED PRIVATE FLAT OWNERS TO ENSURE THAT THEIR
SLOPES WERE PROPERLY MAINTAINED, AND THE DRAINS CARRYING WATER OFF
SLOPES WERE CLEAR OF BLOCKAGES AT ALL TIMES.

"LANDSLIDES ARE SOMETIMES PRECEDED BY FLOODING. THEREFORE
PRIVATE OWNERS EXPERIENCING FLOODING SHOULD HAVE THEIR SLOPES
INSPECTED IMMEDTIATELY. GENERALLY, CLEARING OF BLOCKAGES 1S A SIMPLE
JOB, BUT IT IS ESSENTIAL IN PREVENTING LANDSLIDES," THE SPOKESMAN
ADDED.
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TWO MORE RELIEF CENTRES SET UP TO HELP FARMERS
* X ¥ ¥ 2

IN VIEW OF THE EXTENSIVE FLOODINGS IN NORTHERN NEW TERRITORIES
YESTERDAY (SUNDAY), THE AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES DEPARTMENT HAD SET
UP TWO SPECIAL REGISTRATION CENTRES AT NORTH AND YUEN LONG DISTRICTS
TO HANDLE APPLICATIONS FOR EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND BY LOCAL FARMERS.

THEY ARE IN ADDITION TO ITS THREE EXTENSTION OFFICES.

NEEDY FARMERS FROM THE DISTRICTS, INCLUDING FISH FARMERS, WHO
ARE AFFECTED BY THE RECENT TYPHOON CAN NOW APPLY FOR GRANTS FROM THE
EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND AT THE FOLLOWING FIVE CENTRES:

* ADDITIONAL CENTRES:

TAI LUNG EXPERIMENTAL STATION (TEL:670 1161)

TA KWU LING PIG BREEDING CENTRE (TEL:674 0593)
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EXTENSION OFFICES:

YUEN LONG DISTRICT AGRICULTURAL OFFICE (TEL:476 2424)
KO PO EXTENSION OFFICE (TEL:674 0533)

AU TAU FISHERIES STATION OFFICE (TEL:471 9174)

OTHER EXTENSION OFFICES OF THE DEPARTMENT THAT ARE OPEN FOR
REGISTRATION BY FARMERS AT OTHER DISTRICTS ARE SAI KUNG EXTENSION
OFFICE (TEL:719 8242), MUI WO EXTENSION OFFICE (TEL: 984 8330) AND
TAI PO AGRICULTURAL OFFICE (TEL:657 7111).

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT SAID: "THE EMERGENCY RELIEF FUND
HELPS SMALL FARMERS WHO HAD GREAT LOSS OR DAMAGES TO THEIR PRODUCES IN
TYPHOON OR OTHER NATURAL DISASTER GET OVER THEIR IMMEDIATE FINANCIAL
DISTRESS."

"IT IS HOPED THAT THE GRANTS WILL HELP THEM BUY THINGS SUCH AS
SEEDS, FERTILISERS, DAY-OLD CHICK AND FISH FRY TO START THEIR BUSINESS
AGAIN."

"CROP FARMERS, LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY KEEPERS AS WELL AS POND
FISH FARMERS WHO ARE IN NEED CAN ALL APPLY FOR GRANTS UNDER THIS
FUND."

TO FACILITATE APPLICATIONS, ALL THE EXTENSION OFFICES AND
REGISTRATION CENTRES WILL BE OPEN DURING OFFICE HOURS THROUGHOUT THE
COMING LONG WEEKEND, INCLUDING SUNDAY.

LOCAL FARMERS WHO ARE AFFECTED BY THE RECENT TYPHOON ARE URGED
TO APPLY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO ENABLE EARLY PAYMENT.

THE FIRST BATCH OF GRANTS CAN BE RELEASED BEFORE THE MID-AUTUMN
FESTIVAL AFTER INVESTIGATION HAS BEEN COMPLETED.

THE TWO ADDITIONAL REGISTRATION CENTRES WILL BE OPEN UNTIL
OCTOBER 3.

AFTER PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT, THE AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES
DEPARTMENT ESTIMATED THAT SOME 450 HECTARES OF AGRICULTURE LAND WERE
FLOODED YESTERDAY, REPRESENTING ONE-THIRD OF THE TOTAL AGRICULTURAL
LAND IN THE TERRITORY.

MORE THAN 2,000 CROP FARMERS AND SOME 50 FISH FARMERS MAY HAVE
BEEN AFFECTED BY THE FLOODINGS WHICH HAVE CAUSED DAMAGE ESTIMATED AT
$80 MILLION TO THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR.
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LOWER SHING MUN RESERVOIR IS SAFE
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THE DAMS OF LOWER SHING MUN RESERVOIR ARE SAFE, A SPOKESMAN
FOR WATER SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT STRESSED TODAY (MONDAY).

THE REMARK WAS MADE IN RESPONSE TO NEWSPAPER REPORTS THAT THE
LOWER SHING MUN RESERVOIR OVERFLOWED LATE LAST NIGHT, REQUIRING THE
EVACUATION OF RESIDENTS AT HEUNG FAN LIU, SHA TIN, FOR FEAR OF DAM
COLLAPSES.

THE SPOKESMAN EXPLAINED THAT WATERWORKS DAMS WERE REGULARLY
CHECKED AND MONITORED BY THE RESERVOIR SAFETY SECTION OF THE
DEPARTMENT .

IF NECESSARY, EXPERTS FROM OVERSEAS ARE INVITED TO CONDUCT
INDEPENDENT CHECKS ON THE SAFETY OF RESERVOIRS.

HE POINTED OUT THAT ALTHOUGH THE LOWER SHING MUN RESERVOIR WAS
NOT FULL YESTERDAY, THE PROLONGED HEAVY RAINFALL MIGHT CAUSE AN
OVERFLOW, WHICH WOULD BE DISCHARGED TO THE SHING MUN CHANNEL VIA THE
BELLMOUTH PROVIDED.

"THE. OVERFLOW WILL NOT CAUSE ANY FLOODING OR DAMAGE TO
ADJACENT VILLAGES, HOWEVER, 1IF THERE ARE ILLEGAL STRUCTURES OR
PEOPLE STAYING IN THE NORMALLY DRY WATER CHANNEL FOR WHATEVER REASONS,
THEY MIGHT BE HIT BY AN UNEXPECTED RESERVOIR OVERFLOW.

"IT IS A STANDARD PRACTICE OF THE WATER SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT TO
INFORM SHA TIN DISTRICT OFFICE AND THE POLICE OF A POSSIBLE OVERFLOW
WHENEVER THE WATER IN THE LOWER SHING MUN RESERVOIR REACHES A HIGH
LEVEL, SO THAT THEY MIGHT WARN PEOPLE TO KEEP AWAY FROM THE SHING MUN
CHANNEL," THE SPOKESMAN ADDED.

S R S B

WATER SUPPLY TO NORTH NT RESUMES
¥ X ¥ x x

. WATER SUPPLY TO ALL AREAS IN NORTH NEW TERRITORIES; INCLUDING
LO WU, SHEUNG SHUI, KWU TUNG, FANLING, SHA TAU KOK AND WO HOP SHEK,
HAS RESUMED.

THE RESUMPTION STARTED GRADUALLY AT 11 AM TODAY (MONDAY) AS
ELECTRICITY SUPPLY TO THE SHEUNG SHUI TREATMENT WORKS WAS RESTORED.

THE WATER SUPPLY WAS SUSPENDED AT 9.30 PM YESTERDAY WHEN THE
TREATMENT WORKS WAS AFFECTED BY A POWER FAILURE.

THE WATER SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT APOLOGISED FOR THE INCONVENIENCE
CAUSED TO CONSUMERS.
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URBAN RENEWAL - CHALLENGE OF NEXT TWO DECADES
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SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS, MR TONY EASON,
SAID TODAY (MONDAY) THAT URBAN RENEWAL WOULD BE THE CHALLENGE OF THE
NEXT TWO DECADES FOR HONG KONG.

SPEAKING AT THE NEW TOWN EXPERIENCE CONFERENCE, MR EASON SAID:
"WE HAVE MADE A START IN THE METROPLAN STUDY WHICH HAS SHOWN US THE
KIND OF CITY WE WANT TO BUILD."

"THE NEXT STEP IS IN COMING UP WITH WAYS TO ACHIEVE IT.

"NEW RECLAMATIONS AROUND THE HARBOUR AND THE FREEING OF THE
EXISTING AIRPORT AREA BY THE CONSTRUCTION OF CHEK LAP KOK WILL CREATE
SOLUTION SPACES WHICH WILL RELIEVE SOME OF THE PRESSURE ON THE URBAN

AREA," HE SAID.

MR EASON SAID THIS WAS CREATING A WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY THAT
HAD TO BE EXPLOITED BUT IN ORDER TO DO 8O, SOME VERY DIFFICULT
PHYSICAL, INSTITUTIONAL AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS HAD TO BE SOLVED.

PHYSICALLY, MORE SPACE HAD TO BE CREATED SO THE NEW TOWNS
PROGRAMME WOULD HAVE TO CONTINUE.

INSTITUTIONALLY, SOLUTION HAD TO BE FOUND FOR THE PROBLEMS OF
MULTIPLE OWNERSHIP OF BUILDINGS AND FRAGMENTED LAND TITLE TO ALLOW
LAND TO BE ASSEMBLED FOR COMPREHENSIVE REDEVELOPMENT.

THE ONLY - WAY THAT THIS COULD BE DONE WAS BY USING THE
GOVERNMENT'S POWERS TO ACQUIRE PROPERTY COMPULSORILY, MR EASON SAID,
POINTING OUT THAT THIS IN ITSELF RAISED A WHOLE NEW SET OF LEGAL,
POLITICAL AND FINANCIAL QUESTIONS.

HE SAID THE OLDER URBAN AREAS, WHICH PROVIDED SOME OF THE
CHEAPEST RENTAL HOUSING AVAILABLE IN HONG KONG, WERE CLOSE TO THE
PLACES WHERE MANY RESIDENTS WORKED AND WERE ALSO HOME TO
LONG-ESTABLISHED COMMUNITIES.

A8 MORE AND MORE OF THE URBAN AREA WAS REDEVELOPED, THERE WAS
LLESS AND LESS LOW-COST HOUSING FOR THEM TO MOVE TO AND THEIR
COMMUNITIES WOULD BREAK UP.

THUS, ONE GREAT CHALLENGE IN URBAN RENEWAL WAS TO FIND WAYS TO
IMPROVE THE CITY WITHOUT THE COST FALLING ON THOSE 1IN THE COMMUNITY
WHO WERE LEAST ABLE TO BEAR IT.

"WE HAVE STARTED TO WORK THROUGH SOME OF THE PROBLEMS THROUGH
THE LAND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION.

"THAT EXPERIENCE I8 PROVING INVALUABLE IN SUGGESTING WAYS
FORWARD, QUITE APART FROM THE UNDOUBTED IMPORTANCE OF THE PROJECTS
THEMSELVES," MR EASON SAID.

"THE TASK IS NOTHING LESS THAN THE CREATION OF CITY THAT WILL
CONTINUE TO MEET THE ASPIRATIONS OF ITS PEOPLE WELL INTO THE NEXT
CENTURY," MR EASON SAID, STRESSING THAT HE WAS CONFIDENT THAT
ANSWERS COULD BE FOUND TO THESE PROBLEMS AND THE SUCCESS OF THE NEW
TOWNS PROGRAMME COULD BE REPEATED.

i g ) R
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NEW TOWN DEVELOPMENT BRINGS SOCIAL COHESION
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HONG KONG HAS ACHIEVED A DEGREE OF SOCIAL COHESION AND A SENSE
OF PRIDE IN_%%% COMMUNITY THROUGH A COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT OF NEW
TOWNS, THE CHE SECRETARY, SIR DAVID FORD, SAID TODAY (MONDAY).

THESE ARE PERHAPS UNIQUE IN THE ESTABLISHMENT OF HIGH-RISE
HOUSING, HE TOLD DELEGATES ATTENDING A NEW TOWN EXPERIENCE CONFERENCE.

SIR DAVID ATTRIBUTED THE SUCCES8S OF THE NEW TOWN PROGRAMME TO A
DETERMINATION TO BUILD COMMUNITIES RATHER THAN DORMITORIES.

SIR DAVID SAID CONTINUITY OF POLICY WAS ANOTHER FACTOR
CONTRIBUTING TO THE SUCCESS OF THE PROGRAMME.

"WE HAVE SET OUR SIGHTS ON LONG-TERM PROGRAMMES EXTENDING OVER
10 YEARS OR MORE AND GONE FOR THEM.

"WE HAVE BEEN FORTUNATE INDEED TO HAVE HAD THE RESOURCES AND
POLITICAL WILL TO SEE THEM ACHIEVED," HE SAID.

TURNING TO THE LIVING ENVIRONMENT OF THOSE LIVING IN THE OLD
URBAN AREAS, SIR DAVID SAID A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO URBAN
IMPROVEMENT AND RENEWAL TOOK PLACE IN THE 1980'S THROUGH THE METROPLAN
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY, AND VARIOUS URBAN RENEWAL SCHEMES.

"THE BENEFITS AND EXPERIENCE GAINED FROM THE NEW TOWN
DEVELOPMENT PROVIDE VALUABLE REFERENCES ON WHICH URBAN REDEVELOPMENT
CAN BE MODELLED," HE SAID,

S A e Y 1

QUANTITY NOT SOLE TARGET IN HEALTH AND WELFARE PLANNING
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THE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT ONLY ADDRESS QUANTITATIVE TARGETS 1IN
THE PLANNING OF HEALTH AND WELFARE FACILITIES BUT ALSO FOCUSES ON MANY
FACTORS, THE SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE, MRS ELIZABETH WONG,
SAID TODAY (MONDAY).

THESE INCLUDE LIKELY POPULATION MOVEMENT, DEMOGRAPHIC CHANGES,
ADVANCES IN TECHNOLOGY AND ANTICIPATED CHANGES.

SPEAKING AT A NEW TOWN EXPERIENCE JOINT CONFERENCE, MRS WONG
SAID HONG KONG’S MULTI-BILLION DOLLAR HOSPITAL BUILDING PROGRAMME IN
THE NEXT FOUR YEARS WAS AN EXAMPLE OF HOW INNOVATIVE APPROACHES IN
PLANNING COULD OVERCOME CONSTRAINTS OF TIME, RIGID PLANNING RATIOS,
POLITICAL PRESSURE AND CASH LIMIT.

ACCORDING TO THE SCOPE OF APPROVED PROJECTS IN THE PIPELINE,
THERE WILL BE A TOTAL PROVISION OF ABOUT 30,000 HOSPITAL BEDS BY THE
END OF THIS DECADE, VERY CLOSE TO THE PROJECTED REQUIREMENT OF 5.089
BEDS PER 1,000 POPULATION.

"HOWEVER, WE ARE NOT CONTENT WITH JUST ACHIEVING THE PLANNING
STANDARD IN NUMERICAL TERMS," MRS WONG SAID.

/"OUR APPROACH
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"OUR APPROACH HAS THEREFORE BEEN TO FOCUS NOT ONLY ON THE MACRO
LEVEL OF GLOBAL PLANNING, BUT ALSO ON THE NATURE OF LOCAL DEMAND AND
ACCESS BY THE GENERAL PUBLIC," SHE SAID.

THE ADOPTION OF THIS NEW APPROACH HAS REVEALED AN OVERALL
SURPLUS OF HOSPITAL BEDS IN THE URBAN AREAS WHILE RESIDENTS IN THE NEW
TERRITORIES FACE A SERIOUS SHORTFALL OF ACUTE CARE.

"IN THE LIGHT OF THESE FINDINGS, THE GOVERNMENT RECENTLY
ENDORSED THE PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW HOSPITAL IN NORTH DISTRICT
AS A 'FAST-TRACK, TURN-KEY' PROJECT, COMPLEMENTED BY EFFORTS TO REDUCE
AND REDESIGNATE SURPLUS BEDS IN URBAN AREAS," MRS WONG SAID.

THIS MEANS THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE HOSPITAL, WITH 600 BEDS,
WILL BE COMPLETED WITHIN FOUR YEARS, COMPARED WITH OVER 10 YEARS A
HOSPITAL OF THIS SIZE NORMALLY TAKES TO BUILD.

THE GOVERNMENT ALSO ADOPTS THE OPTION OF AWARDING A NON-
TRADITIONAL DESIGN-AND-BUILD CONTRACT IN ORDER TO SPEED UP THE WHOLE
PROCESS .

"BUT THE FACT THAT IT IS A 'FAST-TRACK’ CONTRACT DOES NOT MEAN
THAT IT HAS TO BE CONSTRUCTED AT A HIGH COST," THE SECRETARY SAID.

"WE HAVE QUICKLY PUT IN PLACE A NEW CONTROL AND MONITORING
MECHAN1ISM TO FACILITATE EFFECTIVE PLANNING TO ENSURE COMPLETION OF THE
PROJECT ON TIME AND TO KEEP COSTS WITHIN THE BUDGET," SHE ADDED.

MRS WONG ALSO SAID THE FOCUS OF HONG KONG'’S HEALTH CARE SYSTEM
IS CHANGING, WITH GREATER EMPHASIS NOW BEING GIVEN TO HEALTH PROMOTION
AND DISEASE PREVENTION.

"ONE OF THE PRINCIPAL WAYS IN WHICH WE IN HONG KONG ARE
DEVELOPING THIS CHANGE IN FOCUS TOWARDS PRIMARY HEALTH CARE 1S BY THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DISTRICT HEALTH SYSTEM," SHE SAID.

UNDER THIS SCHEME, THE WHOLE TERRITORY WILL BE DIVIDED INTO
VARIOUS GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRICTS, WITHIN WHICH ALL THE PRIMARY HEALTH
CARE FACILITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH WILL BE ORGANISED INTO A
NETWORK THROUGH WHICH DIFFERENT TYPES OF PREVENTIVE, PROMOTIVE,
CURATIVE AND REHABILITATIVE SERVICES WILL BE PROVIDED.

"THE BENEFITS OF THIS SCHEME ARE THAT IN DEVOLVING MUCH OF THE
PLANNING PROCESS TO THE DISTRICT LEVEL, WE CAN BETTER PROVIDE A
NETWORK OF SERVICES WHICH MEET THE REAL, RATHER THAN THE STATISTICAL,
NEEDS OF THE POPULATION," MRS WONG SAID.

AS REGARDS THE DELIVERY OF WELFARE SERVICES, MRS WONG SAID THE
GOVERNMENT IS ADVOCATING AN INTEGRATED APPROACH.

"THE DELIVERY OF A COMBINATION OF SERVICES, FOR EXAMPLE, CHILD
CARE, FAMILY COUNSELLING, ELDERLY AND YOUTH SERVICES FROM A SINGLE
LOCATION WILL PROVIDE OUR CUSTOMERS WITH MORE CONVENIENT ACCESS TO A
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SERVICES," SHE SAID.

"IT WILL ALSO OFFER GREATER COST-EFFECTIVENESS AND FLEXIBILITY
TO SERVICE PROVIDERS," SHE ADDED.

/IN CONCLUSION
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IN CONCLUSION, MRS WONG SAID MEETING THE COMMUNITY'S
ASPIRATIONS REQUIRES MORE THAN MATCHING STATISTICAL INDICATIONS OF
SUPPLY AND DEMAND AT A DISTANCE.

"PLANNING IS ABOUT MEETING HUMAN NEEDS IN THE WIDEST SENSE, "
SHE SAID.

"THIS CAN ONLY BE ACHIEVED THROUGH SENSITIVITY ON THE PART OF
THE PLANNER AND HIS CLOSE CONTACT WITH THOSE IN THE COMMUNITY WHOM HIS
PLANNING WILL AFFECT," MRS WONG SAID.
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RESTAURANT BUSINESS FIGURES FOR SECOND QUARTER
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THE VALUE OF TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR THE RESTAURANT SECTOR IN THE
SECOND QUARTER OF THIS YEAR, ESTIMATED AT $11.2 BILLION, INCREASED BY
ONLY 1% OVER THE SAME QUARTER LAST YEAR, ACCORDING TO THE PROVISIONAL
STATISTICS RELEASED TODAY (MONDAY) BY THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS
DEPARTMENT.

AFTER DISCOUNTING THE EFFECT OF PRICE CHANGES OVER THE PERIOD,
TOTAL RECEIPTS DECREASED BY 7% IN VOLUME TERMS.

THE VALUE OF  TOTAL PURCHASES OF RESTAURANTS IN THE SECOND
QUARTER OF 1993, ESTIMATED AT $4.1 BILLION, WAS 1% LOWER THAN IN THE
SAME QUARTER OF 1992,

THE TOTAL RECEIPTS OF BARS INCREASED BY 16% IN VALUE AND 2% 1IN
VOLUME 1IN THE SECOND QUARTER OF 1993, AS COMPARED WITH A YEAR AGO;
THOSE OF FAST FOOD SHOPS INCREASED BY 12% IN VALUE AND 5% IN VOLUME.

MEANWHILE, THE TOTAL RECEIPTS OF NON-CHINESE RESTAURANTS
REGISTERED AN INCREASE OF 10% IN VALUE; BUT THERE WAS VIRTUALLY NO
CHANGE IN VOLUME.

ON THE OTHER HAND, THE TOTAL RECEIPTS OF CHINESE RESTAURANTS
DECREASED BY 5% IN VALUE AND 13% IN VOLUME.

COMPARING THE FIRST HALF OF 1993 WITH THE SAME PERIOD OF 1992,
TOTAL RESTAURANTS RECEIPTS ROSE BY 2% IN VALUE BUT DROPPED BY 7% 1IN
VOLUME.

COMPARING THE SECOND QUARTER OF 1993 WITH THE PRECEDING
QUARTER, AND BEARING IN MIND THAT THE COMPARISON MAY BE AFFECTED BY
SEASONAL FACTORS, TOTAL RESTAURANT RECEIPTS DECREASED BY 1% IN VALUE
AND 3% IN VOLUME.

RESTAURANT RECEIPTS IN VOLUME TERMS ARE DERIVED FROM RECEIPTS

IN VALUE TERMS AFTER ADJUSTING FOR PRICE CHANGES. THE RELEVANT
COMPONENTS OF THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX ARE USED AS DEFLATORS.

J/THE REPORT
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THE REPORT ON THE QUARTERLY SURVEY OF RESTAURANT RECEIPTS AND
PURCHASES FOR THE SECOND QUARTER OF 1993 IS ON SALE AT $2 A COPY AT
THE GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS CENTRE, GENERAL POST OFFICE BUILDING,
CONNAUGHT PLACE, CENTRAL; AND AT THE PUBLICATIONS SECTION OF THE
CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT, 19TH FLOOR, WANCHAI TOWER, WAN CHAI.

ENQUIRIES ABOUT THE SURVEY RESULTS MAY BE DIRECTED TO THE
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADE STATISTICS SECTION OF THE CENSUS AND
STATISTICS DEPARTMENT ON TEL 802 1258.

TABLE 1 PRESENTS THE REVISED FIGURES FOR THE TOTAL RECEIPTS AND
TOTAL PURCHASES OF THE RESTAURANT SECTOR FOR THE FIRST QUARTER OF 1993
AND THE PROVISIONAL FIGURES FOR THE SECOND QUARTER OF 1993.

TABLE 2 SHOWS THE VALUE AND VOLUME INDICES OF TOTAL RECEIPTS BY
TYPE OF RESTAURANT FOR THE FIRST QUARTER OF 1993 AND THE SECOND
QUARTER OF 1993, WITH THE QUARTERLY AVERAGE FROM OCTOBER 1988 TO
SEPTEMBER 1990 TAKEN AS 100.

ALSO TABULATED ARE COMPARISONS OF THE RESULTS OF THE SECOND
QUARTER OF 1993 WITH THOSE OF THE FIRST QUARTER OF 1993 AND THE SECOND
QUARTER OF 1992; COMPARISONS OF TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR THE FIRST HALF OF
1993 WITH THE SAME PERIOD IN 1992 ARE ALSO GIVEN.

/TABLE 1
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TABLE 1: TOTAL RESTAURANT RECEIPTS AND PURCHASES

1st qtr 1993 2nd qtr 1993

(Provisional figures)

(Revised figures)

Total restaurant receipts (in HKS million) 11 292.5 11 178.9

Total purchases by restaurants (in HKS million) & 087.1 4 120.2

TABLE 2: VALUE AND VOLUME INDICES OF TOTAL RESTAURANT RECEIPTS FOR 1st QUARTER 1993 AND 2nd QUARTER 1993

(Quarterly average of Oct. 89 - Sept. 90 = 100)

Type of restaurant

Index of
total
restaurant
receipts

1st
quarter
1993

2nd
quarter
1993

2nd gtr. 1993
compared with
1st gtr. 1993

2nd qtr. 1993
compared with
2nd gtr. 1992

1st-2nd qtr. 1993
compared with
1st-2nd qtr. 1992

Chinese restaurants

Nen-Chinese restaurants

Fast food shops

Other eating and
drinking places

(Revised
figures)

(Provisional
figures)

Points

Points

Points

All restaurant types
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RESIDENTIAL FEES FOR ELDERLY REVERTED
¥ X ¥ x ¥

FEES FOR RESIDENTIAL SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY, THE DISABLED
AND EX-OFFENDERS WILL BE REVERTED TO THE LEVELS AS AT APRIL 1 WITH
EFFECT FROM OCTOBER 1.

THE DECISION HAS BEEN MADE BY THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT ON
THE ADVICE OF THE SOCIAL WELFARE ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND SUBVENTIONS
AND LOTTERIES FUND ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

AT THE MEETING OF THE SOCIAL WELFARE ADVIsSORY COMMITTEE ON
JULY 19, MEMBERS ADVISED THAT THE FEE FOR RESIDENTIAL SERVICES SHOULD
BE REVERTED TO THE APRIL 1 LEVEL SO THAT CLIENTS ON PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
USING THE SERVICES MAY DIRECTLY BENEFIT FROM THE INCREASE BROUGHT BY
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE COMPREHENSIVE SOCIAL SECURITY ASSISTANCE ON
JULY 1.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT SAID UNDER THE PRESENT
ARRANGEMENT WHICH CAME INTO EFFECT ON JULY 1, A MAJOR PART OF THE
INCREASE IN ASSISTANCE WAS DEDUCTED IN THE FORM OF FEE AND ALLOCATED
TO THE HOMES AS ADDITIONAL FOOD ALLOWANCE TO IMPROVE CATERING.

"AS THE MAJORITY OF CLIENTS EXPRESS THE WISH TO HAVE MORE
DISPOSABLE INCOME IN THEIR POCKET 1INSTEAD, THE DEPARTMENT SEES NO
OBJECTION TO REVERT THE FEE TO THE APRIL 1 LEVEL," HE ADDED.

HE SAID THE OPERATING AGENCIES THAT WERE CONSULTED ON THE
MATTER GAVE SUPPORT TO THE PROPOSAL. MOST OF THEM WERE ALSO OF THE
VIEW THAT THE INCREASE IN FOOD COST PROVIDED 1IN APRIL WAS ALREADY
ADEQUATE.

AS A RESULT OF THE FEE REVERSION, AN ELDERLY PERSON USING
HOSTEL SERVICES WILL GET AN INCREASE IN POCKET MONEY RANGING FROM
$12 TO $142 A MONTH DEPENDING ON WHETHER THE PERSON IS LIVING 1IN A
SELF-CARE PLACE, A MEAL PLACE OR A CARE-AND-ATTENTION PLACE.

- "THIS WILL GIVE THE CLIENTS A GREATER CHOICE ON HOW TO USE
THETR INCREASED POCKET MONEY TO MEET THEIR PERSONAL NEEDS," THE
SPOKESMAN SAID.

HE SAID THE DEPARTMENT HAD ALREADY CONVEYED THIS DECISION TO
OPERATING AGENCIES CONCERNED EARLY THIS MONTH SO THAT THEY WOULD HAVE
ENOUGH TIME TO PREPARE FOR THE CHANGE.

"THE OTHER SERVICES RECOMMENDED FOR FEE REVERSION WITH EFFECT
FROM OCTOBER 1 INCLUDE DAY-CARE CENTRES FOR THE ELDERLY, HOME-HELP
SERVICES AND REHABTLITATION OF EX-OFFENDERS," HE ADDED.
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WORK IN CONFINED SPACES MUST BE SAFE
¥ % kX ¥ X X X

EMPLOYERS AND WORKERS MUST COMPLY WITH REQUIREMENTS TO ENSURE
WORK SAFETY 1IN CONFINED SPACES, THE CHIEF FACTORY INSPECTOR OF THE
LABOUR DEPARTMENT, MR CHAN TAT-KING, SAID TODAY (MONDAY).

REFERRING TO AN INCIDENT IN WHICH TWO WORKERS DIED WHILE
WORKING IN A DRAINAGE MANHOLE AT LAGUNA CITY, KWUN TONG, IN THE EARLY
HOURS OF SATURDAY (SEPTEMBER 25), MR CHAN SAID THE DEPARTMENT'S
FACTORY INSPECTORS WERE STILL INVESTIGATING THE CASE.

"OUR INITIAL ENQUIRIES FOUND THAT SAFETY PRECAUTIONS, SUCH AS
THE PROVISION OF AIR TESTING, RESCUE EQUIPMENT AND BREATHING
APPARATUS, HAD APPARENTLY NOT BEEN TAKEN BEFORE THE INCIDENT.

"PROSECUTION WILL BE TAKEN IF WE HAVE SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE TO
SUGGEST THAT SOMEONE SHOULD BE HELD RESPONSIBLE," HE ADDED.

MR CHAN STRESSED THAT MOST INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS COULD HAVE BEEN
AVOIDED IF EMPLOYERS AND WORKERS HAD STRICTLY OBSERVED SAFETY
REGULATIONS.

UNDER THE FACTORIES AND INDUSTRIAL UNDERTAKINGS ORDINANCE AND
ITS SUBSIDIARY REGULATIONS, EMPLOYERS HAVE THE STATUTORY OBLIGATION TO
PROVIDE A SAFE SYSTEM OF WORK, INFORMATION ON POTENTIAL HAZARDS, AS
WELL AS SUPERVISION AND TRAINING TO ENSURE WORKERS' SAFETY. /

THE FACTORIES AND INDUSTRIAL UNDERTAKINGS (CONFINED SPACES)
REGULATION STATES CLEARLY THAT EMPLOYERS AND EMPLOYEES MUST TAKE
APPROPRIATE PRECAUTIONS AGAINST DANGERS RESULTING FROM THE PRESENCE OF
NOXTOUS FUMES, TOXIC GAS, OXYGEN DEFICIENCY OR EXCESSIVE HEAT IN
CONFINED SPACES.

NOTING THAT CONFINED SPACES INCLUDE SEWERS, CAISSONS, MANHOLES,
TANKS, WELLS AND TUNNELS, MR CHAN SAID: "WORKING IN CONFINED SPACES
REQUIRES CAREFUL PLANNING BEFOREHAND AND EVERY STEP MUST BE TAKEN TO
ENSURE THE SAFETY OF WORKERS WHEN WORK IS IN PROGRESS."

HE REITERATED THAT THE FOLLOWING MEASURES ARE ESSENTIAL TO
SAFEGUARD WORKERS:

¥ THE CONFINED SPACE MUST BE CLEANED AND PURGED TO REMOVE
DANGEROUS FUMES;

NO WORKER SHOULD ENTER CONFINED SPACES UNLESS S50
AUTHORISED BY THE PROPRIETOR;

ANY WORKER IN A CONFINED SPACE MUST WEAR APPROVED, SUITABLE
BREATHING APPARATUS UNLESS THE SPACE HAS BEEN CERTIFIED TO
BE SAFE FOR ENTRY;

ADEQUATE STEPS MUST BE TAKEN TO ENSURE THAT THERE IS NO
INGRESS OF DANGEROUS FUMES, HARMFUL GASES, OR OXYGEN

DEFICIENCY 1IN THE CONFINED SPACE WHILE THE WORKER S8TAYS
THERE ;

/*THE WORKER ..
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THE WORKER SHOULD WEAR A SAFETY BELT ATTACHED TO A SUITABLE
LIFELINE WHICH WILL ENABLE A FELLOW WORKER STANDING BY TO
PULL HIM OUT OF THE CONFINED SPACE IN CASE OF EMERGENCY;

A CONFINED SPACE MUST BE ADEQUATELY VENTILATED AND TESTED
FOR DANGEROUS FUMES AND MUST HAVE A SUPPLY OF AIR SUITABLE
FOR BREATHING;

THE PROPRIETOR MUST PROVIDE SUFFICIENT, APPROVED BREATHING
APPARATUS, SUITABLE REVIVING EQUIPMENT, SAFETY BELTS AND
ROPES; AND

THE PROPRIETOR MUST ENSURE A SUFFICIENT NUMBER OF PERSONS 1IN
HIS EMPLOY WHO ARE COMPETENT IN THE USE OF THE APPROVED
BREATHING APPARATUS, REVIVING APPARATUS AND OTHER SAFETY
EQUIPMENT.

EMPLOYERS WHO FAIL TO COMPLY WITH THE SAFETY PROVISIONS ARE
LIABLE TO A MAXIMUM FINE OF $50,000 AND 12 MONTHS' IMPRISONMENT WHILE
THE MAXIMUM PENALTY FOR AN OFFENDING EMPLOYEE IS A FINE OF $10,000.

MR CHAN SAID THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT HAD PUBLISHED TWO BOOKLETS,
"SAFETY GUIDE TO WORKING IN CONFINED SPACES" AND "A GUIDE TO THE
FACTORY AND INDUSTRIAL UNDERTAKINGS (CONFINED SPACES) REGULATIONS" FOR
FREE DISTRIBUTION TO EMPLOYERS AND WORKERS.

IN ADDITION, THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT, WITH ASSISTANCE FROM THE
INFORMATION SERVICES DEPARTMENT, PUBLICISES REGULARLY THROUGH
TELEVISION BROADCAST SAFETY MEASURES RELATING TO WORKS IN CONFINED

SPACES.

"ON THE OTHER HAND, THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT, THE WORKS BRANCH,
THE DRAINAGE SERVICES DEPARTMENT AND THE HIGHWAYS DEPARTMENT HAVE
IMPLEMENTED A NUMBER OF MEASURES LATE LAST YEAR TO STEP UP CONTROL OF
MANHOLE WORKS TO FURTHER PROTECT WORKERS FROM POTENTIAL HAZARDS."

MR CHAN POINTED OUT THAT DESPITE ALL THESE EFFORTS TO IMPROVE
INDUSTRIAL SAFETY AT CONFINED SPACES, THE MOST IMPORTANT THING WAS FOR
ALL EMPLOYERS TO TAKE CARE OF THE SAFETY OF THEIR WORKERS BY TAKING
SAFETY MEASURES AS STIPULATED IN THE LAWS.

"OFFICERS OF FACTORY INSPECTORATE DIVISION ARE ALWAYS READY TO
OFFER ADVICE ON WORK SAFETY IN CONFINED SPACES," HE SAID.

ENQUIRIES MAY BE MADE OF THE DIVISION'S BRANCH OFFICES OR THE
INDUSTRIAL SAFETY TRAINING CENTRE ON 13TH FLOOR, HARBOUR BUILDING, 38
PTER ROAD, CENTRAL, HONG KONG.
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GOVERNMENT COMMITTED TO SUPPORTING INDUSTRY
¥ ¥ x x x

THE GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO PROVIDING A FAVOURABLE
ENVIRONMENT AND THE NECESSARY SUPPORT SERVICES FOR MANUFACTURING
INDUSTRY TO PROSPER, THE SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY, MR T H
CHAU, SAID TODAY (MONDAY).

SPEAKING AT THE PRESENTATION CEREMONY OF THE FEDERATION OF HONG
KONG INDUSTRIES YOUNG INDUSTRIALISTS AWARDS OF HONG KONG 1993, MR CHAU
SAID THE GOVERNMENT DID NOT SEEK TO DIRECT WHICH INDUSTRIES SHOULD OR
SHOULD NOT BE DEVELOPED.

"IT LEAVES OUR ENTREPRENEURS TO MAKE THEIR OWN DECISIONS," HE
SAID, "DECISIONS WHICH HAVE BROUGHT ABOUT HONG KONG'S ECONOMIC
SUCCESS."

MR CHAU NOTED THAT THESE DECISIONS WOULD SUSTAIN THAT
ASTOUNDING ECONOMIC SUCCESS FOR A LONG TIME TO COME - AN ECONOMIC
SUCCESS THAT WILL LAST INTO THE 21ST CENTURY, WHICH WILL BE THE ASIA-
PACIFIC CENTURY.

HE SAID THERE WAS ONE THING HE WAS CERTAIN ABOUT THE ASIA-
PACIFIC CENTURY. "IT 1S THAT HONG KONG WILL CONTINUE IN THAT CENTURY
TO BE THE WORLD'S MOST GLORIOUS EXAMPLE OF THE TRIUMPH OF FREE TRADE,
OF FREE ENTERPRISE AND OF CAPITALISM."

MR CHAU SAID THE LAST DECADE HAD SEEN A MOST STRIKING

STRUCTURAL CHANGE IN HONG KONG’S ECONOMY.

THE CATALYST HAS BEEN THE ADOPTION BY CHINA OF ITS "OPEN DOOR"
POLICY AND ECONOMIC REFORMS, MR CHAU SAID.

CHINA’S NEW POLICIES HAD CREATED EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR
HONG KONG’'S MANUFACTURERS.

THEY HAD PROVIDED THEM WITH A WAY TO GET AROUND HONG KONG'S
LIMITED SUPPLIES OF LAND AND MANPOWER, BY INVESTING IN JOINT VENTURES
OR OUTWARD PROCESSING OPERATIONS IN CHINA.

MR CHAU SAID THE EMPHASIS OF HONG KONG MANUFACTURING WOULD
INEVITABLY SHIFT IN ORDER TO MAKE FULL USE OF THOSE EXCELLENT
OPPORTUNITIES,

THE FOCUS WAS INCREASINGLY ON HIGHER-TECHNOLOGY AND HIGHER
VALUE-ADDED PRODUCTION, AND ON THE CONTROL, SUPPORT AND SERVICING OF
OPERATIONS IN CHINA AND ELSEWHERE IN THE REGION,

"OUR MANUFACTURERS ARE GETTING MORE INVOLVED 1IN RESEARCHING
CUSTOMER NEEDS, IN PRODUCT DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT, AND 1IN MARKETING
THEIR PRODUCTS."

"OUR MANUFACTURERS ARE DOING ALl OF THAT, AND MORE, IN ORDER TO
INCREASE THE COMPETITIVENESS OF THEIR PRODUCTS," HE SAID.

THE 1990’S WOULD BE A DECADE IN WHICH HONG KONG'S PROSPERITY

WOULD DEPEND TO A SIGNIFICANT DEGREE ON THE ABILITY OF HONG KONG'S
MANUFACTURERS TO UPGRADE THEIR PRODUCTS.
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CIVIL AVIATION VITAL TO HONG KONG SUCCESS
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ X%

CIVIL AVIATION PLAYS AN IMPORTANT PART 1IN MAKING HONG KONG
SUCH A DYNAMIC AND THRIVING CITY, THE DIRECTOR OF CIVIL AVIATION, MR
PETER LOK, SAID TODAY (MONDAY).

ADDRESSING A WORKING GROUP MEETING ON CONTINUING AIRWORTHINESS
ORGANISED BY THE INTERNATIONAL CIVIL AVIATION ORGANISATION, HE SAID
THE HONG KONG INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT NOW RANKED FOURTH IN THE WORLD 1IN
TERMS OF INTERNATIONAL PASSENGER THROUGHPUT AND THIRD IN TERMS OF
CARGO THROUGHPUT.

"FROM THE LATEST FIGURES AVAILABLE, OUR AIRPORT HAD A
PASSENGER THROUGHPUT OF SOME 2.3 MILLION AND A CARGO THROUGHPUT
EXCEEDING A MILLION TONNES OVER A 12-MONTH PERIOD.

"THIS IS NOT SURPRISING CONSIDERING THAT WE ARE AT THE
DOORSTEP OF THE HUGE AND RAPIDLY EXPANDING MARKET THAT CHINA IS.

"OUR TOURISM INDUSTRY, WHICH IS ONE OF OUR MAJOR MONEY EARNERS,
IS PARTICULARLY DEPENDENT ON AIR TRANSPORTATION, WITH MORE THAN 5.5
MILLION TOURISTS ARRIVING BY AIR OVER THE PAST 12 MONTHS," HE SAID.

POINTING OUT THAT THERE IS A GENERAL MISCONCEPTION THAT THE
CIVIL AVIATION DEPARTMENT ONLY MANAGES THE AIRPORT AND PROVIDES AIR
TRAFFIC CONTROL, AND NOTHING ELSE, MR LOK SAID HIS DEPARTMENT WAS ALSO
RESPONSIBLE FOR ENFORCING FLIGHT SAFETY, AIRWORTHINESS STANDARD AND
THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE AIR SERVICE BILATERALISM.

HE TOLD THE MEETING THAT 51 AIRLINES, INCLUDING HONG KONG'S
OWN THREE AIRLINES, OPERATED MORE THAN 125,000 FLIGHTS INTO AND OUT
OF HONG KONG OVER THE PAST 12 MONTHS. AND THE THREE HONG KONG
AIRLINES OPERATED A TOTAL OF 61 MOSTLY LARGE, WIDE-BODIED AIRCRAFT.

THE WORKING GROUP MEETING, BEING HELD 1IN HONG KONG BETWEEN
SEPTEMBER 28 AND OCTOBER 1, 1S ATTENDED BY MORE THAN 20 CIVIL
AVIATION EXPERTS FROM NINE COUNTRIES.
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MOON MOVEMENT DURING MID-AUTUMN FESTIVAL
¥* X X X X

THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY ANNOUNCED TODAY (MONDAY) THE TIMES OF
MOONRISE, TRANSIT AND MOONSET DURING THE MID-AUTUMN FESTIVE PERIOD:

WEDNESDAY (SEPTEMBER 29)

MOONRISE 5.09 PHM
TRANSIT (MERIDIAN PASSAGE) 11.20 PM
DIRECTION DUE SOUTH

ELEVATION 70 DEGREES
MOONSET 5.35 AM (NEXT MORNING)

/THURSDAY
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THURSDAY (SEPTEMBER 30) (MID-AUTUMN FESTIVAL)

MOONRISE R

TRANSIT (MERIDIAN PASSAGE) 3 (NEXT MORNING)
DIRECTION DUE SOUTH
ELEVATION 74 DEGREES

MOONSET . 3 (NEXT MORNING)

FRIDAY (OCTOBER 1)

MOONRISE i

TRANSIT (MERIDIAN PASSAGE) 44 | (NEXT MORNING)
DIRECTION DUE SOUTH
ELEVATION 78 DEGREES

MOONSET 14 4 (NEXT MORNING)
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CLINICS TO CLOSE ON MID-AUTUMN FESTIVAL
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EVENING GENERAL OUT-PATIENT CLINIC SERVICE WILL BE SUSPENDED
ON MID-AUTUMN FESTIVAL (SEPTEMBER 30), THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
ANNOUNCED .

THERE WILL BE NO HOLIDAY CLINIC SERVICE THE NEXT DAY
(OCTOBER 1).

o - MOLASETI N TF
WATER STORAGE FIGURE
¥ X X % x
STORAGE IN HONG KONG'S RESERVOIRS AT 9 AM TODAY (MONDAY) STOOD

AT 90.6 PER CENT OF CAPACITY OR 530.737 MILLION CUBIC METRES.

THIS TIME LAST YEAR THE RESERVOIRS CONTAINED 499.671 MILLION
CUBIC METRES OF WATER, REPRESENTING 85.3 PER CENT OF CAPACITY.

R

FRESH WATER CUT IN YUEN LONG
¥ ¥ ¥ % x

. FRESH WATER SUPPLY TO SOME PREMISES TN YUEN LONG
FROM 11 PM ON WEDNESDAY (SEPTEMBER 29) TO 6 AM
FACILITATE WASTE DETECTION WORK ON WATER MAINS.

WILL GO OFF
THE NEXT DAY TO

THE SUSPENSION WILL AFFECT ALL THE PREMISES
LONG SECTION OF CASTLE PEAK ROAD » TUNG LOK STREET,
ROAD, SATI TAI STREET AND KUK TING STREET.

BOUNDED BY YUEN
YUEN LONG ON NING
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HONG KONG GOVERNMENT EXCHANGE FUND
MONEY MARKET OPERATIONS
¥ ¥ x % %
$ MILLION

OPENING BALANCE IN THE ACCOUNT

REVERSAL OF LAF

BALANCE AFTER REVERSAL OF LAF

NET INJECTION/WITHDRAWAL TODAY

EFFECT OF LAF TODAY

CLOSING BALANCE IN THE ACCOUNT

LAF RATE 2.00 BID/4.00 OFFER TWI 112.4 %+0.0% 27.9.1993

HONG KONG GOVERNMENT EXCHANGE FUND

EF BILLS EF NOTES/HONG KONG GOVERNMENT BONDS
TERMS YIELD TERM ISSUE COUPON PRICE YIELD
1 WEEK 2.76 PCT 14 MONTHS 2411 4.625 101.40 3.38
1 MONTH 2.79 PCT 17 MONTHS 2502 4.7T¢ 101.65 3.55
3 MONTHS 2. PCT 20 MONTHS 2505 < B 99.92 3.84
6 MONTHS 3.03 PCT 23 MONTHS 2608 q, : 101.31 3.93
12 MONTHS 3.31 PCT
TOTAL TURNOVER OF BILLS AND BONDS - 13,201 MN

CLOSED 27 SEPTEMBER 1993






