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COMPLAINTS AGAINST WEIGHTS AND MEASURES MALPRACTICES ON THE RISE
L I S B A

THERE HAS BEEN A MARKED INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF COMPLAINTS
AGAINST WEIGHTS AND MEASURES MALPRACTICES IN THE FIRST QUARTER OF THIS
YEAR AS COMPARED WITH THE SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR.

FIGURES RELEASED BY THE CUSTOMS AND EXCISE DEPARTMENT TODAY
(SUNDAY) SHOWED THAT 57 COMPLAINTS WERE RECEIVED IN THE FIRST THREE
MONTHS OF THIS YEAR WHILE THERE WERE ONLY 32 IN THE SAME PERIOD LAST
YEAR.

THE PRINICPAIL. TRADE CONTROLS OFFICER OF THE TRADING STANDARDS
INVESTIGATION BUREAU, MR ANDREW WONG, SAID CONSUMERS WERE BECOMING
MORE WILLING TO COMPLAIN WHEN THEY SUSPECTED THAT THEY HAD BEEN GIVEN
SHORT WEIGHTS OR MEASURES.

"POSTERS PUBLICISING A COMPLAINTS HOTLINE, WHICH ARE DISPLAYED
AT MARKETS OR OTHER PUBLIC PLACES, ALSO REMIND CONSUMERS OF THEIR
RIGHT TO REPORT SUCH MALPRACTICES," HE SAID.

"SINCE THE WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ORDINANCE CAME INTO EFFECT 1IN
1989, THE DEPARTMENT HAS RECEIVED 389 COMPLAINTS, OF WHICH 327
CONCERNED THE USE OF INACCURATE WEIGHING EQUIPMENT AND 25 CONCERNED
THE USE OF INACCURATE MEASURING EQUIPMENT.

"THE OTHERS ARE AGAINST THE USE OF UNAUTHORISED UNIT OF
MEASUREMENT, TMPROPER WEIGHING METHOD OR SHORT WEIGHT OF JOODS," MR
WONG SAID.

AS A RESULT, A TOTAL OF 65 TRADERS HAD BEEN BROUGHT TO COURT
FOR OFFENCES UNDER THE ORDINANCE AND THE FINES AMOUNTED TO $158,550.

THE LATEST CASES [NVOLVED FOUR FRUIT RETAILERS, A FISH
RETAILER AND A GROCER WHO WERE FINED A TOTAL OF $13,500 FOR USING
INACCURATE WEIGHING INSTRUMENTS.

IN ALL THESE CASES, TESTS CONDUCTED BY THE GOVERNMENT
LARBORATORY SHOWED THAT THE READINGS OF THEIR WE IGHING INSTRUMENTS
WERE FROM 2.52 PER CENT TO 23.44 PER CENT 1IN EXCESS OF THE ACTUAL
WEIGHTS.

ANY PERSON WISHING TO MAKE COMPLAINTS IN RESPECT OF WEIGHTS
AND MEASURES MAY CONTACT THE TRADING STANDARDS INVESTIGATION BUREAU
ON TEL. 714 6146 OR THE CONSUMER COUNCIL.

COMPLAINTS MAY ALSO BE REPORTED TO THE DUTY OFFICERS OF THE
DEPARTMENT ON TEL. 852 3185 AFTER OFFICE HOURS.
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RESIDENTS URGED TO VOTE 1IN UC ELECTIONS
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THE EASTERN DISTRICT OFFICER, MR STEVE BARCLAY, TODAY (SUNDAY)
URGED RESIDENTS TO CAST THEIR VOTES ON MAY 5 TO ELECT THEIR
REPRESENTATIVES TO THE URBAN COUNCTL,

HE MADE THE CALL DURING A PROMOTIONAL TOUR WITH A GROUP OF
ABOUT 20 DISTRICT OFFICE STAFF ON A BUS CARRYING A BANNER WITH THE
SLOGAN - "VOTE. IT’S POWER IN YOUR HANDS".

THE DISTRICT OFFICE WILL HOLD TWO FORUMS ON APRIL 28 AT HENG
FA CHUEN SQUARE AND PROVIDENT GARDEN RESPECTIVELY TO ENABLE ELECTORS
TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE CANDIDATES AND THEIR PLATFORMS.

TO ENHANCE RESIDENTS' INTERESTS IN THE ELECTIONS, PLACARDS
HAVE BEEN PUT UP ON TRAMS AND COLOURFUL BANNERS ARE BEING DISPLAYED
AT PROMINENT LOCATIONS.

ON MAY 5, A BROADCASTING VAN WILL TOUR THE DISTRICT'S MAIN
STREETS AND LARGE HOUSING ESTATES TO REMIND VOTERS TO CAST THEIR
BALLOTS.

FILM SHOW TO PROMOTE UC ELECTIONS
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ X%

VIEWERS ATTENDING A FILM SHOW ON MAY 2 AT THE KO SHAN THEATRE
IN HUNG HOM WILL BE REMINDED TO VOTE IN THE URBAN COUNCIL ELECTIONS
ON MAY 6.

ORGANISED BY THE KOWLOON CITY DISTRICT OFFICE, THE FILM TO BE
SHOWN 1S "THE TERRACOTTA WARRIORS".

FREE ADMISSION TICKETS ARE NOW AVAILABLE ON A FI RST COME,
FIRST SERVED BASIS AT THE KOWLOON CITY DISTRICT OFFICE, GROUND FLOOR,
141 KAU PUI LUNG ROAD,

TELEPHONE ENQUIRIES CAN BE MADE ON 711 0171.
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FUNDS AVAILABLE UNDER ’'1991 ENJOY COUNTRYSIDE SCHEME'
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SCHOOLS AND LOCAL ORGANISATIONS MAY APPLY FOR SUBSIDIES FROM
THE SIR DAVID TRENCH FUND FOR RECREATION UNDER THE NEW "1991 ENJOY
COUNTRYSIDE SCHEME" FOR ORGANISING CONSTRUCTIVE ACTIVITIES OR
BUILDING FACILITIES IN THE COUNTRYSIDE.

THE SIR DAVID TRENCH FUND COMMITTEE HAS SET ASIDE FUNDS FOR
SCHOOLS AND ORGANISATIONS REGISTERED UNDER THE SOCIETIES ORDINANCE OR
COMPANIES ORDINANCE TO INITIATE COUNTRYSIDE ACTIVITIES -- WHICH CAN
BE HIKING, CAMPING, EXPEDITION, ORIENTEERING, CROSS COUNTRY RUN,
RESTORATION OF FACILITIES IN THE COUNTRYSIDE, AND 8O ON -- PLANNED
TO BE HELD BEFORE MARCH 31 NEXT YEAR.

THE PURPOSE OF THE SCHEME IS TO ENCOURAGE YOUNGSTERS AND THE
PUBLIC TO PARTICIPATE IN COUNTRYSIDE ACTIVITIES AND TO PROVIDE
OPPORTUNITIES FOR TRAINING IN ORGANISING AND PLANNING SUCH ACTIVITIES.

UNDER THE SCHEME, FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE BETWEEN $10,000 AND
$50,000 MAY BE GRANTED TO MEET THE COST OR PART OF THE COST OF A
PROJECT.

ORGANISATIONS MAY APPLY FOR AN ADVANCE PAYMENT OF 50 PER CENT
OF THE GRANT APPROVED,

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE WILL BE GIVEN FOR PURCHASING EQUIPMENT,
INCLUDING PRIZES, AND PRINTING PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS. INDIVIDUAL
PARTICIPANTS ARE REQUIRED TO BEAR THE COST ON PERSONAL ITEMS.

'APPLICATION FORMS ARE NOW AVAILABLE AT ALL DISTRICT OFFICES OF
THE CITY AND NEW TERRITORIES ADMINISTRATION. COMPLETED FORMS SHOULD
BE' RETURNED TO THE SECRETARIAT OF THE SIR DAVID TRENCH FUND COMMITTEE,
10TH FLOOR, HARBOUR CENTRE, 25 HARBOUR ROAD, WAN CHAI, BY JUNE 30.

CALL TO MINIMISE WASTE
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MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE URGED NOT ONLY TO DISPOSE OF LITTER
PROPERLY BUT ALSO TO MINIMISE WASTE IN ORDER TO KEEP THE ENVIRONMENT
CLEAN.

THE CALL WAS MADE BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT URBAN

COUNCIL/REGIONAL COUNCIL KEEP HONG KONG CLEAN STEERING COMMITTEE, DR
PANG HOK-TUEN, DURING THE "JOG FOR THE EARTH" EVENT TODAY (SUNDAY).

/ORGANISED BY
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ORGANISED BY THE FRIENDS OF THE EARTH IN SUPPORT OF THE EARTH
DAY 1991, THE EVENT WAS HELD AT CAUSEWAY BAY SPORTS GROUND AND THE

ADJACENT MORETON TERRACE.

DR PANG SAID: "NOT TO LITTER, IN FACT, IS ITSELF AN IMPORTANT
ASPECT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION. TO ACHIEVE THIS, WE MUST EXERCISE
SELF-DISCIPLINE AS WELL AS LESSEN THE OPPORTUNITIES OF CREATING WASTE.

"70 SUPPORT ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, THE STEERING COMMITTEE
WILL STEP UP PUBLICITY ON THE ADVANTAGES OF WASTE MINIMISATION AND RE-
USE IN AN EFFORT TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF LITTERBUGS.

"THIS CAN ALSO INDIRECTLY RELIEVE THE MUNICIPAL COUNCILS AS
WELL AS THE GOVERNMENT OF THE BURDEN OF WASTE COLLECTION AND
DISPOSAL," HE ADDED.






