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GOVT LAB TO SET UP DNA PROFILING TECHNOLOGY SECTION
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ x

A NEW SECTION WILL BE ADDED THIS YEAR TO THE FORENSIC SCIENCE
DIVISION OF THE GOVERNMENT LABORATORY TO SPECIALISE IN THE HIGHLY
COMPLICATED AND DELICATE TECHNOLOGY OF DNA PROFILING, THE GOVERNMENT
CHEMIST, MR LEE NAM-SANG, SAID TODAY (MONDAY).

SPEAKING AT A MEET-THE-MEDIA SESSION, MR LEE SAID DNA
(DEOXYRIBONUCLEIC ACID) PROFILING WAS AN EXCITING TECHNIQUE WHICH
COULD POSITIVELY IDENTIFY A PERSON FROM ANY SCRAP OF BODY FLUIDS OR
SUBSTANCES .

"AT THE GOVERNMENT LABORATORY WE HAVE TAKEN A CAUTIOUS
APPROACH, WAITING FOR CONSENSUS AMONGST THE FORENSIC COMMUNITY FOR
STANDARDISATION OF THE DIFFERENT TECHNIQUES INVOLVED," HE SAID.

"WE ARE PRESENTLY GEARING UP IN TERMS OF STAFF TRAINING AND
FACILITIES TO INTRODUCE THE TECHNIQUE INTO CASEWORK WITHIN 1990," HE
ADDED.

THE GOVERNMENT LABORATORY PROVIDES A WIDE VARIETY OF
ANALYTICAL, INVESTIGATORY AND ADVISORY SERVICES TO ENABLE GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENTS TO MEET THEIR RESPONSIBILITIES FOR LAW AND ORDER, PUBLIC
HEALTH AND SAFETY, ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, GOVERNMENT REVENUE AND
CONSUMERS' INTERESTS.

THE FORENSIC SCIENCE DIVISION OF 'HE LABORATORY PROVIDES
TECHNICAL SUPPORT TO LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHORITIES SUCH AS THE POLICE,
CUSTOMS AND EXCISE, IMMIGRATION AND THE ICAC IN THE INVESTIGATION OF
CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES, MR LEE SAID.

"WITH THE RECENT [INCREASE IN THE USE OF FIREARMS IN ARMED
ROBBERIES, THE ANALYSIS OF GUNSHOT RESIDUES HAS BEEN TAKING UP OVER A
THIRD OF THE AVAILABLE INSTRUMENT TIME OF THE MOST SOPHISTICATED
MICROSCOPE IN THE GOVERNMENT LABORATORY, THE SCANNING ELECTRON
MICROSCOPE," HE SAID.

HE NOTED THAT FUNDS TOTALLING $3 MILLION WERE RECENTLY APPROVED
TO PURCHASE A NEW SCANNING MICROSCOPE WHICH WOULD HAVE THE
SOPHISTICATED FACILITY OF ANALYSING GUNSHOT RESIDUE AUTOMATICALLY
DURING UNATTENDED NIGHT HOURS, THUS DOURLING THE AVAILABLE USE-TIME OF
THE INSTRUMENT.

THERE WAS A 34 PER CENT INCREASE IN THE EXAMINATION OF EXHIBITS
USED AS EVIDENCE FROM 5,694 IN 1988 TO 7,871 LAST YEAR. THE ANALYSIS
OF DOCUMENTS IN COUNTERFEITING AND FORGERY CASES INCREASED MARGINALLY
FROM 5,238 IN 1988 TO 5,394 IN 19889.

MR LEE POINTED OUT THAT WITH THE RECORD NUMBER OF DRUG SEIZURES

LAST YEAR, THE SECTIONS OF THE CHEMICAL AND PHYSICAL SCIENCES HAD A
BUSY TIME EXAMINING LARGE QUANTITIES OF HEROIN AND OTHER DRUGS.

/"NO REVIEW
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"NO REVIEW OF THIS SECTION'S ACTIVITIES wouLD BE COMPLETE
WITHOUT THE MENTION OF THE SINGLE CASE SEIZURE OF 1,199 HEROIN BLOCKS
IN SEPTEMBER 1989 TOTALLING 418 KILOGRAMS OF HEROIN MIXTURE, THE
SECOND LARGEST SEIZURE IN THE WORLD," HE SAID.

TURNING TO SOFT DRUGS, MR LEE POINTED OUT THAT IN LINE WITH
1989 SEIZURES, MANDRAX HAD ALMOST DISAPPEARED WITH ONLY TWO
METHAQUALONE-RELATED DEATHS REPORTED LAST YEAR, COMPARED WITH EIGHT IN
1988 AND 11 IN 1987.

"ONLY A SINGLE METHAQUALONE POSITIVE WAS DETECTED FROM 1,079
URINE SAMPLES TESTED FOR THIS DRUG," HE SAID.

MR LEE NOTED THAT THERE MIGHT BE INDICATIONS THAT COUGH SYRUP
AND TABLETS CONTAINING THE ANTITUSSIVE DEXTROMETHORPHAN (PART ONE
POISON) WERE BEING EXPLOITED ON THE STREETS AS A SUBSTANCE OF ABUSE.

"THE FIRST FATAL CASE WAS CONFIRMED INVOLVING DEXTROMETHORPHAN
AND ONE OTHER CASE CONTAINED THIS DRUG TOGETHER WITH MORPHINE. AT THE
SAME TIME, 26 SEIZURES OF THE DRUG WERE REPORTED IN 1989 COMPARED WITH
13 IN 1988. THE MOST POPULAR FORM OF THE DRUG IS ROMILAR, A YELLOW
DRAGEE," HE SAID.

TURNING TO THE ANALYTICAL AND ADVISORY SERVI CES DIVISION; MR
LEE SAID THIS OPERATIONAL ARM OF THE LABORATOR} CONTINUED TO BE VERY
ACTIVE IN THE AREA OF WORK CONCERNING ENVI RONMENTAL MONITORING.

"ABOUT 60,000 TESTS ON AIR SAMPLES WERE CARRIED OUT DURING
1989, AN INCREASE OF 52 PER CENT COMPARED WITH THE PREVIOUS YEAR. THE
MAJORITY OF THESE TESTS WERE CONDUCTED FOR I STIMATION OF TOXIC AIR
CONTAMINANTS SUCH AS PARTICLES OF TRACE ELEMENTS , PCB'S, ORGANIC
SOLVENT VAPOURS, HALOGENENATED HYDROCARBONS, ETC," HE SAID.

"FINAL AIR TESTS WERE ALSO PERFORMED AT ASBESTOS REMOVAL WORKS
CARRIED OUT UNDER GOVERNMENT CONTRACT WITH A VIEW TO ENSURING THAT THE
SITES WERE SAFE FOR RE-OCCUPATION," HE ADDED.

MR LEE POINTED QUT THAT WOI
INCIDENTS CAUSED BY OIL SPILLS AND I

K ARISING ROM MARINE POLLUTION
NAUTHORISED INDUSTRIAL DISCHARGES
WENT UP BY 90 PER CENT OVER 1988 F [GURES, AS A RESULT OF A BIG
INCREASE IN THE PROSECUTION OF SUCH OFFENCES UNDER THE WATER POLLUTION
CONTROL ORDINANCE.

WITH THE STATUTORY RESPONS Y FOR THE TESTING OF FOOD; THE
LABORATORY CARRIED OUT MORE THAN 2,800 7 'S FOR PESTICIDE RESIDUES ON
VEGETABLES, MR LEE SAID, POINTING OUT TH AT METHAMIDOPHOS REMAINED THE
PRIME CAUSE OF SEVERAL OUTBREAKS OF VEGETABLE POISONING DURING 18 89.

"OF THE 108 SAMPLES OF VEGETABLES THAT WERE FOUND TO CONTAIN
ORGANO-PHOSPHOROQUS PESTICIDES, 60 CONTALINED METHAMIDOPHOS," HE SAID.

I[N ADDITION TO THE REGULAR EXAMINATION OF COMMODITIES OF
COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL IMPORIT ANCE SUCH AS TOBACCO, SPIRITS,; BEER
AND COSMETICS, THE LABORATORY HAD SET UP A METROLOGY UNIT TO ASSIST IN
THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE WEIGHTS AND MEASUR E ORDINANCE, MR LEE SAID.

'HE LABORATORY
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'ANDING COMMISSION ON i 1CH SALARIES AND
SERVICE HAS PUBLISHED ITS LATEST ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT,

L

'S REPORT NO. 24, WHICH GIVES AN ACCOUNT OF ITS8 WORK IN

3 A AV
SALARY

JUD 1A

1SSTON COMPLETED THE FIRST PHASE OF THE OVERALL REVIEW
FIRST REPORT, REPORT NO. 3, TO THE GOVERNOR IN
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DB TO DISCUSS RECLAMATION FEASIBILITY STUDY

¥ ¥ X ¥ ¥ x

THE WAN CHAI DISTRICT BOARD WILL DISCUSS THE CENTRAL AND WAN
CHAI RECLAMATION FEASIBILITY STUDY AT A MEETING TOMORROW (TUESDAY).

THE S8STUDY, WHICH WAS COMMISSIONED BY THE URBAN AREA
DEVELOPMENT OFFICE, INCLUDES PROPOSALS FOR RECLAMATION ALONG THE
WATERFRONT FROM SHEUNG WAN TO CAUSEWAY BAY, AND THE PROVISION OF A
MTR LINE AND A TRUNK ROAD ON THE NEW RECLAMATION.

THE WHOLE PROJECT IS EXPECTED TO COST ABOUT $20 BILLION.

AT THE MEETING, SEVERAL MEMBERS ARE EXPECTED TO RAISE A
QUESTION CONCERNING FARE INCREASES BY PUBLIC TRANSPORT COMPANIES.

OTHER AGENDA ITEMS INCLUDE A REPORT BY THE WAN CHAI DISTRICT
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE, AND PROGRESS REPORTS BY DISTRICT BOARD
COMMITTEES AND AREA COMMITTEES.

NOTE TO EDITORS:

MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES ARE INVITED TO COVER THE WAN CHAIL
DISTRICT BOARD MEETING WHICH WILL BEGIN AT 2.30 PM TOMORROW (TUESDAY)
IN THE DB CONFERENCE ROOM, 218T FLOOR, SOUTHORN CENTRE, 130 HENNESSY
ROAD, WAN CHATI.

Ekoa b e kil

COMMISSIONER FOR LABOUR VISITS TEXTILE FACTORY
¥ ¥ ¥ % x

THE COMMISSIONER FOR LABOUR, MR TONY HAMMOND, VISITED A
TEXTILE FACTORY IN TSUEN WAN TODAY (MONDAY) TO KEEP ABREAST OF THE
LATEST DEVELOPMENT ON THE LABOUR SCENE.

ESTABLISHED IN 1953, THE CENTRAL TEXTILES (HONG KONG) LTD

ONE OF THE LARGEST TEXTILE FACTORIES IN HONG KONG, EMPLOYING ABOUT

1,120 WORKERS.

MR HAMMOND WAS BRIEFED BY THE FACTORY'S DEPUTY CHAIRMAN,

ALEXANDER WOO, AND THE MANAGING DIRECTOR, MR C.P. CHENG, ON THE

PRODUCTION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMPANY.

HE WAS LATER TAKEN ON A TOUR OF THE FACTORY WHICH EMPLOYS A

HIGH DEGREE OF AUTOMATION IN ITS PRODUCTION PROCESSES.

/MR HAMMOND
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MR HAMMOND WAS PLEASED TO NOTE THAT THE FACTORY HAS A GOOD
SAFETY RECORD AND HAS TAKEN A KEEN INTEREST IN PROMOTING HEARING
CONSERVATION FOR WORKERS.

THE FACTORY HAS ALSO SET UP ITS OWN SAFETY COMMITTEE AND
REGULARLY ORGANISES VARIOUS IN-HOUSE SAFETY PROMOTION PROGRAMMES .

MR HAMMOND ALSO DISCUSSED WITH THE MANAGEMENT THE LABOUR
RELATIONS AND STAFF WELFARE: SITUATION IN THE FACTORY.

ik R

TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENTS FOR TIN HAU FESTIVAL
T A

THE TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE COF THE SATI KUNG DISTRICT
BOARD WILL HOLD A SPECIAL MEETING ON WEDNESDAY (FEBRUARY 21) TO
CONSIDER THE PROPOSED TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE TIN HAU FESTIVAL
THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE IN SAI KUNG TOWN.

THE PERFORMANCE WILL TAKE PLACE FOR ABOUT A MONTH IN MAY.

THE COMMITTEE WILL ALSO STUDY THE PARKING PROBLEM AT WAI MAN
ROAD IN SAI KUNG.

NOTE TO EDITORS:

MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES ARE INVITED TO COVER THE SPECIAL MEETING
OF THE SAI KUNG DISTRICT BOARD’'S TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE TO
BEGIN AT 2.30 PM ON WEDNESDAY (FEBRUARY 21) IN THE DB CONFERENCE ROOM
ON THE SECOND FLOOR, SA1 KUNG GOVERNMENT OFFICES, 34 CHAN MAN STREET,
SAT KUNG TOWN. .

WATER STORAGE FIGURE
k¥ X

STORAGE IN HONG KONG'S RESERVOIRS AT 9 AM TODAY (MONDAY) STOOD
AT 38.8 PER CENT OF CAPACITY OR 227.506 MILLION CUBIC METRES.

THIS TIME LAST YEAR THE RESERVOIRS CONTAINED 218.865 MILLION
CUBIC METRES OF WATER, REPRESENTING 37.3 PER CENT oF CAPACITY.
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WATER CUT IN KWAI CHUNG
¥ £ ¥ X

FRESH WATER SUPPLY TO CERTAIN PREMISES 1IN KWAI CHUNG WILL
BE SUSPENDED FROM 11 PM ON WEDNESDAY (FEBRUARY 21) TO 6 AM THE NEXT
DAY TO FACILITATE LEAKAGE TESTS.

THE SUSPENSION WILL AFFECT ALL PREMISES BOUNDED BY LAI CHI
LING ROAD, LAI KONG STREET, LAI FUNG STREET, LIM CHO STREET, LAI KING
HILL ROAD, LAI CHO ROAD AND JOINT STREET, INCLUDING YUEN LAI COURT,
LAI KING TEMPORARY HOUSING AREA AND CHO YIU CHUEN.

SALT WATER CUT IN TUEN MUN
¥ ¥ ¥ X

SALT WATER SUPPLY TO ALL PREMISES 1IN TUEN MUN WILL
SUSPENDED FROM 8 PM ON WEDNESDAY (FEBRUARY 21) TO 8 AM THE NEXT DAY
TO FACILITATE WATER WORKS.






