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Chief Secretary's transcript
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Following is the transcript of what the Chief Secretary, Mrs Anson Chan, said
this (Saturday) morning during the photo call after meeting the Chief Executive
(Designate), Mr Tung Chee-hwa:

Chief Secretary: Iam delighted to have the opportunity this morning to have breakfast
with Mr Tung, to have an opportunity to express to him my own views about the civil
service, the need for maintaining the integrity, the political neutrality and the
confidence of the civil service. Mr Tung also agrees that this is important as he has
already made clear. At his request, I will, starting from next week, arrange for Mr
Tung to meet with each and every policy secretary so that he can have a better
understanding of the individuals. I very much hope that on the conclusion of these
meetings with individual policy secretaries that Mr Tung will be able to make up his
mind about his team. I personally feel that if it is possible for all the principal officials
to straddle 1997 and to continue to serve the people of Hong Kong, this will do a great
deal to instil confidence and maintain morale in the civil service. I am also extremely
grateful to Mr Tung for requesting me to stay on , for his trust in me. I am of course
delighted to accept. I know that I can work very, very happily with Mr Tung because
we both share a common objective and that is how to maintain a smooth transition and

confidence and prosperity in Hong Kong after 1997. We will also, starting from next
week, second a number of government officials to assist Mr Tung to set up his private
office. We have already secured accommodation in a centrally located building which
I hope Mr Tung will be happy with, but clearly we will need to arrange for him to look
at this accommodation. We will also be providing a driver and a car for Mr Tung's
private use. Thank you very much.

End

Local workers urged to register for ACP jobs
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Local construction workers interested in airport-related jobs are urged to
register as soon as possible at any of the nine Labour Department's Local Employment
Service offices and the Special Placement Team (SPT) for the Airport Core
Programme as well as the Airport Core Programme Job Centre in Mong Kok.

A spokesman for the Labour Department said today (Saturday) that more than
2,900 airport-related job vacancies would need to be filled within the next three
months under the Special Recruitment Campaign for the new airport and related
projects.




The recruitment campaign running from December 16 to December 31, is
jointly organised by the Airport Authority, the Mass Transit Railway Corporation and
the Government.

The purpose of the campaign is to enable contractors concerned to make an
extensive trawl of the market for suitable local workers for those job vacancies which
have to be filled within the next three months in order to meet the tight works schedule
of the projects.

On the basis of the results of this recruitment campaign, the Government will
give expeditious approval of applications for imported workers to fill any particular
shortfall of labour established through the two-week recruitment exercise during this
campaign.

Both the Local Employment Service and the SPT for the Airport Core
Programme of the Labour Department have stepped up their efforts in helping local
construction workers to fill vacancies in the new airport and related projects. Also,
vacancy information has been sent to over 20 relevant trade unions, encouraging their
members to apply for the jobs.

Interested workers can also call the "job hotline" 2492 2001 for more
information of the vacancies.

Clinic service on New Year holiday
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The Department of Health announced today (Saturday) that eight general out-

patient clinics would be open from 9 am to | pm on January 1 (Wednesday), which is

a public holiday.

The eight clinics are Violet Peel Health Centre and Shau Kei Wan Jockey Club
Clinic on Hong Kong Island; Kwun Tong Jockey Club Health Centre, Robert Black
Health Centre, and Yau Ma Tei Jockey Club Clinic in Kowloon; and Lady Trench
Polyclinic, Shek Wu Hui Jockey Club Clinic and Yuen Long Jockey Club Health
Centre in the New Territories.
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Further details on the opening of these clinics during the holiday are available
by calling the Department of Health's Central Health Education Unit hotline 2833
0111.

Maps indicating the locations and ways of getting to the eight government
clinics will be on display at those public hospitals with Accident and Emergency Unit
to facilitate members of the public to visit the clinics.

End

Organisations granted permission to raise funds in January
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Eight organisations have been granted permission to raise funds for charitable
purposes next month (January), a spokesman for the Social Welfare Department said
today (Saturday).

They will either sell flags, tokens or similar items, or place donation boxes in
designated public places.

Members of the public can call the Department's hotline 2343 2255 in case of
doubt.

Any organisation planning to hold activities involving collection of money or
sale or exchange for donation of badges, tokens or similar articles in a public place for
charitable purposes should apply for a public subscription permit from the Social
Welfare Department.

The spokesman appealed to organisers to take precautions against any possible
fraud.

"Sellers should display the permit or carry copies of the permit for inspection
upon request if the fund-raising is mobile." he said.

The spokesman also advised them to prepare guidelines for sellers, setting out
the places and the times for selling and the collection points for bags.

"Organisers should inform the Police in case of loss of property, and seek their
help when fraudulent acts, such as tampering of collection bags or making
unauthorised selling, are found," he added.




Permits are given to the following organisations for raising funds next month:

Flag Day
Event Day
January 3 - 5
January 4

January 9- 12 &
16 - 19

January 11
January 12
January 18
January 18

January 25

Orsatiisat
Caring for Children Foundation Ltd.
World Wide Fund for Nature Hong Kong

The Community Chest of Hong Kong

Oxfam Hong Kong

The Methodist Centre

Hong Kong Renal Centre Ltd.
Sowers Action

Chai Wan Baptist Church

Hong Kong Monetary Authority Interbank Liquidity
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Aggregate Balance of Settlement

Opening Aggregate Balance
Closing Aggregate Balance
Change Attributable to :
Money Market Activity
LAF Reversal
LAF Today

Time Accounts

796 mn 0930 hr 0.426 mn
1,096 mn 1000 hr 9,956 mn
1100 hr 9,257 mn

Nil 1130 hr 7.796 mn
+7,728 mn

-7.428 mn

LAF Rate 4.00% bid/6.00% offer Twi 125.3 *+0. 1* 28.12.96

Closed December 28, 1996

End




EIA for Shenzhen River Regulation Project completed
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An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) study for the first two stages of
the Shenzhen River Regulation Project has been completed.

The study, which commenced in December 1993, was jointly commissioned by
Hong Kong's Drainage Services Department (DSD) and Shenzhen River Regulation
Office of the Shenzhen Municipal Government, a spokesman for DSD said today
(Sunday).

"The study aims at assessing the environmental acceptability of the Stage I and
[ of the project and recommending necessary mitigation measures," he said.

The spokesman noted that the EIA study had concluded that the project would
not create any unacceptable air, noise, water quality, sedimentation, erosion, or
ecological impacts upon implementation of adequate mitigation measures.

"The project is considered to be acceptable environmentally provided that the
recommended environmental mitigation measures are implemented and that the works
are implemented with general care to the issues identified in the EIA," he said.

Full report of the EIA and Executive Summary are available for public
inspection at all public reference libraries of the Urban Council and Regional Council.

They are also available at the Environmental Protection Department
headquarters on 28th floor, Southorn Centre, 130 Hennessy Road, Wan Chai, Hong
Kong; the Yuen Long District Office at Yuen Long District Office Building, 269
Castle Peak Road, Yuen Long, New Territories; and the North District Office on third
floor. North District Government Offices, 3 Pik Fung Road, Fanling, New Territories.

Copies of the Executive Summary can also be obtained free from these offices
on a first-come-first-served basis.

The Shenzhen River Regulation Project is being developed jointly by DSD and
Shenzhen Muncipal Government to reduce flooding in both the northern New
Territories and the Shenzhen City.

The project consists of three-stage scheme to realign, widen and deepen a total
of 17 kilometres in length of the river.
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Stage I, which involves straightening of the Lok Ma Chau bend and the Liu Pok
bend. commenced in 1995 and will be completed on schedule in mid-1997.

A $126-million contract was awarded by DSD last month for the Stage II
advance works which cover the reprovisioning of the border security fence and the
adjacent vehicular access between Lok Ma Chau and the estuary.

Preparatory works for the Stage II main works, which comprise the widening
and deepening of the existing river and embankment, are being carried out and
scheduled to start in the first half of 1997.

Stage 111, which will involve similar widening and deepening works upstream
of Lo Wu Bridge, is scheduled to start after completion of Stage IT works.

End

Wan Chai district festival to cater for all residents
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Wan Chai residents will be able to know more about their district through
participation in more than 30 festival activities which will be held early next year.

Adopting the theme of "Prosperity and Stability in Wan Chai", the Wan Chai
Festival '97 will be held from January 3 to 31.

Revealing details of the Festival at a press conference held today (Sunday),
Wan Chai District Officer, Mrs Elaine Tang said the events were aimed at encouraging
residents' participation in community activities.

Mrs Tang added that special festival events have been organised for
disadvantaged people and new arrivals to foster their sense of belonging to the district.

"Disabled persons will be able to join hands with able-bodied people in giving
performances at a concert and take part in an orienteering competition," Mrs Tang
said.

To enhance social integration of the new arrivals, they would be encouraged to
take part in various festival activities either as spectators or performers.
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Chairperson of the Wan Chai District Board, Mrs Peggy Lam; Chairman of
Organising Committee, Mr Stephen Ng; and the "Star of Wan Chai", Mr Aaron Kwok

also attended the press conference.

The festival is organised by the Wan Chai District Board Wan Chai Festival
Organising Committee (1997) with the assistance of the Wan Chai District Office and

Urban Council.






