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THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 1978

HONG KONG’S EXPORTS FOR JANUARY-APRIL UP NEARLY 9 PER CENT
% K X H X

THE VALUE OF HONG KONG’S DOMESTIC EXPORTS FOR THE FIRST FOUR
MONTHS (JANUARY — APRIL) THIS YEAR ROSE BY 8.7 PER CENT TO $10,75<
MILL ION COMPARED WITH THE SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR, ACCORDING TO TRADE
FIGURES RELEASED BY THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT TODAY.

THE FIGURES ALSO SHOWED THAT THE VALUE OF IMPORTS BETWEEN
JANUARY AND APRIL THIS YEAR INCREASED BY 18.3 PER CENT TO $18,064
MILL ION AND RE-EXPORTS UP BY 22.4 PER CENT TO $3,651 MILLION AS
COMPARED WITH THE CORRESPONDING PERIOD LAST YEAR.

THE FOLLOWING TABLE SHOWS HONG KONG’S DOMESTIC EXPORTS TO
TEN MAJOR MARKETS:-

JAN.=APR.77 JAN.-APR,78 |INCREASE/DECREASE PERCENTAGE
(HKS MN) (HK$ MN) (HK$ MN) CHANGE

U.S.A. 3,617 4,003 +387 + 11%

F.R. OF 1,081 1,135 + 55 +
GERMANY

UNITED 872 922 50
K INGDOM

AUSTRAL | A 403 406
JAPAN 364 - 429
CANADA 338
SINGAPQORE 252
THE NETHERLANDS 226
NIGER A 116

SWITZERLAND 189 + 14

EXPORTS TO THE UNITED STATES WERE BOOSTED BY INCREASED
DEL IVERIES OF ARTICLES OF APPAREL AND CLOTHING ACCESSORIES
(81,562 MILLION, +12.9 PER CENT) AND WATCHES AND CLOCKS (193 MILLION,
+56.1 PER CENT).

SXPORTS TO NIGERIA ROSE TO 5235 MILLION, GAINING AN IMPRESS | VE
GROWTH RATE OF 103.1 PER CENT, EXPORTS TC F.R. OF GERMANY AND
UNITED KINGDOM TOOK A MODEST UPTURN BECAUSE OF IMPROVED SALES
PERFORMANCE OF CLOTHING AND WATCHES AND CLOCKS. EXPORTS OF APPAREL
AND CLOTHING ACCESSORIES TO THESE TWO COUNTRIES WERE VALUED AT
$636 MILLION (+5.3 PER CENT) AND $490 MILL ION (+#14.6 PER CENT)
RESPECTIVELY. THE VALUE OF EXPORTS OF WATCHES AND CLOCKS TO F.R.
OF GERMANY AT 8§51 MILLION REPRESENTED A SIZEABLE INCREASE OF
113.8 PER CENT.
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EXPORTS TO JAPAN AND SINGAPORE ALSO RECORDED IMPRESSIVE
GRCWTH RATES.

AN ANALYSIS OF THE CHANGES IN DOMESTIC EXPORTS BY MAJOR
COMMODITY DIVISIONS IS AS FOLLOWS:=-

JAN,=APR.77 JAN.-APR.78 |INCREASE/DECREASE PERCENTAGE
(HKS MN) (HK$ MN) (HK$ MN) CHANGE

ARTICLES OF
APPAREL AND
CLOTHING 3,856
ACCESSOR IES

MISCELLANEOUS
MANUFACTURED 1,588
ARTICLES

(MAINLY PLASTIC

TOYS AND DOLLS)

PHOTOGRAPHIC
APPARATUS, 522
OPTICAL GOODS,
WATCHES AND

CLOCKS

TEXTILE YARN,
FABR ICS,

MADE=UP 834
ARTICLES AND

RELATED PRODUCTS

TELECOMMUN ICA-

TIONS AND SCUND
RECORD ING AND 804
REPRODUC ING
APPARATUS AND

EQU IPMENT

ELECTR I CAL
MACH | NERY,
APPARATUS AND
APPL 1ANGES
(MAINLY

TRANS ISTORS

AND DIODES

AND HOUSEHOLD
TYPES EQUIPMENT)

IN TERMS OF INDIVIDUAL COMMODITIES, EXPORTS OF WATCHES AND
CLOCKS, AT $644 MILLION (+61.1 PER CENTS CONTRIBUTED STRONGLY TO
THE INCREASE IN DOMESTIC EXPORTS.

ABOUT ONE-FIFTH OF THE INCREASE OF 8.7 PER CENT IN DOMESTIC
EXPORTS WAS ATTRIBUTED TO THE INCREASED SHIPMENT OF APPAREL AND

CLOTHING ACCESSOR IES,

/DEMAND FOR .....
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DEMAND FOR TEXTILE YARN (5111 MILLION, =12 PER CENT) AND
TEXTILE FABRICS ($580 MILLION, =3.5 PER CENT) REMAINED FAIRLY
SLUGG ISH.

TS OF RADIO BROADCAST RECEIVERS CONTINUED TO SHOW A
. ( 429 MILLION, -29.4 PER CENT), ACCOUNTING MAINLY FOR
 CENT DROP IN TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND SOUND RECORDING

THE CHANGES IN IMPORTS FROM TEN MAJOR SOURCES ARE SUMMARISED
AS FOLLOWS:~-

JAN.=APR.77 JAN.-APR.78 |INCREASE/DECREASE PERCENTAGE
(HK3 MN) (HKS MN) (HKS MN) CHANGE

JAPAN : +517 15%
CHINA 12 4 20%
U.S. A,

TA IWAN

SINGAPORE

UNITED
KINGDOM

SOUTH KOREA 496
F.R. OF GERMANY 445

SWITZERLAND
AND 382
LIECHTENSTEIN

AUSTRAL A 298 33 + 12%

IMPORTS FROM JAPAN ADVANCED SIGNIFICANTLY WITH INCREASED
ARRIVALS OF TEXTILE FABRICS (%542 MILLION, +13.6 PER CENT),
WATCHES AND CLOCKS (@328 MILLION, +26.4 PER CENT), ROAD VEHICLES
(3263 MILLION, +65.4 PER CENT) AND TEXTILE YARN (§198 MILL ION,
+6.8 PER CENT).

DELIVERIES FROM CHINA IN GENERAL IN ' SIGNIFICANTLY
ESPECIALLY IN TEXTILE FABRICS (%5292 i | 9.7 PER CENT) AND
PETROLEUM AND PETROLEUM PRODUCTS (:203 M IN, +81.7 PER CENT).

SHIPMEHTS FROM U.S,A., ROSE BY 14 PER CENT, PARTLY REFLECTING

HIGHER |MPCRTS OF PEARLS, PRECIOUS AND SEMI-PRECIOUS STONES
(520k MILLION, +56.4 PER CENT).

/THE FOLLOWING




THURSDAY, JUNE 15, 1978
- 4 -

THE FOLLOWING TABLE ILLUSTRATES THE IMPORTANT CHANGES IN
IMPORTS BY COMMODITY SECTIONS -

JAN.=-APR.77 JAN.=-APR.78 |INCREASE/DECREASE PERCENTAGE
(HKS MN) (HKS$ MN) (HKE MN) CHANGE

MANUFACTURED

GOODS CLASSI-

FIED CHIEFLY 4,503
BY MATER AL

(MA INLY

TEXTILE

PRODUCTS AND
DIAMONDS)

MACH INERY
AND

TRANSPORT
EQU IPMENT

FOOD AND

LIVE

AN IMALS 2,315
CHIEFLY FOR

FOOD

MISCELLANEQUS

MANUF ACTURED
ARTICLES 1,770
(MAINLY

WATCHES AND

CLOCKS,

ARTICLES OF
APPAREL)

CHEMICALS AND
RELATED 1,151 1,301 + 151 13%
PRODUCTS ,

IN TERMS OF COMMODITIES, INCREASED IMPORTS OF TEXTILE FABRICS
(81,476 MILLION, +21.0 PER CENT), PETROLEUM AND PETROLEUM PRODUCTS
(4958 MILLION, +12.6 PER CENT), WATCHES AND CLOCKS ($803 MILLION,
3319 PER GCENT) AND ROAD VEHICLES (§432 MILLION, +45.7 PER CENT)
WERE THE MAJOR FACTORS INFLUENCING THE RISING OF IMPORTS IN THE
FIRST FOUR MONTHS OF THIS YEAR.

OTHER MAJOR INCREASES WERE REGISTERED IN THE IMPORTS OF OFF ICE
MACHINES AND AUTOMATIC DATA PROCESSING EQUIPMENT ($375 MILLION,
+35.3 PER CENT) AND ARTICLES OF APPAREL AND CLOTHING ASSESSORIES

(3326 MILLION, +39.5 PER CENT).

RE-EXPORT ACTIVITY EXPANDED BRISKLY WITH THE BULK OF INCREASE
RECORDED IN PEARLS, PRECIOUS AND SEM|-PRECIOUS STONES ($530 MILLICN,
+46,.4 PER CENT), PHOTOGRAPHIC APPARATUS, OPTICAL GOODS AND WATCHES
AND CLOCKS ($366 MILLION, +25.8 PER CENT) AND ROAD VEHICLES
($88 MILLION, +219.,8 PER CENT).
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IN CONTRAST, RE-EXPORTS OF COFFEE, TEA, COCOA, SPICES AND
MANUFACTURES DECLINED FROM $142 MILLION IN JANUARY = APRIL 1977
TO 822 MILLION IN THE FIRST FOUR MONTHS OF THIS YEAR.

BY MARKET, RE-EXPORTS TO JAPAN (§605 MILLION, +23.6 PER CENT),
SINGAPORE (%416 MILLION, +31.7 PER CENT), INDONESIA ($409 MILLION,
+95,1 PER CENT) AND U.S.A. ($339 MILLION, +30.8 PER CENT) RECORDED
S|ZEABLE INCREASES.

THE TRADE INDEX NUMBERS FOR FEBRUARY 1978 WERE AS FOLLOWS:-

VALUE UNIT VALUE QUANTUM
| NDE X INDEX | NDEX (1973=100)

DOMESTIC 131 134 98
EXPORTS

IMPORTS 162 138 117
THE TERMS OF TRADE INDEX FOR FEBRUARY WAS 97.
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RESULTS OF MARCH 1978 LABOUR FORCE SURVEY
* X x % %

A SAMPLE LABOUR FORCE SURVEY BY THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS
DEPARTMENT SHOWED THAT THERE WERE 60,000 UNEMPLOYED PEOPLE IN
HONG KONG IN MARCH THIS YEAR, REPRESENTING THREE PER CENT OF
THE TOTAL LABOUR FORCE. ‘

PREVIOUS SURVEYS SHOWED THAT THERE WERE 86,000 UNEMPLOYED
OR 4.5 PER CENT OF THE LABOUR FORCE IN MARCH 1977, AND 80,000 OR
4.1 PER CENT IN SEPTEMBER 1977.

COMMENTING ON THESE FIGURES, A SPOKESMAN FOR THE CENSUS AND
STATISTICS DEPARTMENT SAID THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE HAD DECREASED
SIGNIFICANTLY OVER THE PAST SIX MONTHS — A REDUCTION IN THE RATE
OF 1.1 PERCENTAGE POINTS OR 20,000 IN THE NUMBER OF UNEMPLOYED.

HOWEVER, THE SPOKESMAN POINTED OUT THAT THE DECLINE IN THE
UNEMPLOYMENT RATE WAS PARTLY ATTRIBUTABLE TO CHANGES IN THE NUMBER
OF FIRST-TIME JOB-SEEKERS, WHICH 1S USUALLY SUBSTANTIALLY HIGHER
IN SEPTEMBER THAN IN MARCH.

THE NUMBER OF FIRST=TIME JOB-~SEEKERS AS FOUND IN THE SEPTEMBER
1977 SURVEY WAS 15,100, COMPARED WITH 7,100 IN THE MARCH 1978
SURVEY. THESE FIGURES SHOW A REDUCTION OF 8,000 PEOPLE OR TwO-
FIFTHS OF THE TOTAL REDUCTION IN THE NUMBER OF UNEMPLOYED BETWEEN
SEPTEMBER 1977 AND MARCH 1978.

THE SPOKESMAN SAID THAT IF THE SEPTEMBER 1977 RATE IS ADJUSTED
BY REFERENCE TO THE SEASONAL EFFECT, IT BECOMES 3.6 PER CENT.

+THE CORRECTED DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THIS FIGURE AND THE ONE FOR
MARCH THIS YEAR IS THUS LESS BUT IS STILL STATISTICALLY SIGNIF ICANT, +
HE SAID.

THE SPOKESMAN EXPLAINED THAT, FOR THE PURPOSE OF THE SURVEY,
THOSE WHO WERE AGED BETWEEN 14 AND 64 AND WERE NOT IN EMPLOYMENT OR
HAD WORKED LESS THAN 15 HOURS IN THE SEVEN DAYS PRIOR TO THE SURVEY
DATE BUT WERE LOOKING FOR WORK, WERE CLASSIFIED AS UNEMPLOYED.

HE FURTHER DREW ATTENTION TO THE VARIATION IN THE DEFINITION
OF +UNEMPLOYMENT+ IN DIFFERENT COUNTRIES,

HE SAID THAT IN HONG KONG, +UNEMPLOYED+ INCLUDES THOSE WHO
HAVE JUST LEFT SCHOOL AND WHO REALLY HAVE NOT HAD MUCH CHANCE TO
FIND A JOB= WHO HAVE JUST, BUT ONLY JUST, TAKEN UP WORK= WHO HAVE
TEMPORARILY BEEN LAID OFF WORK (WORKING LESS THAN 15 HOURS I[N
THE LAST SEVEN DAYS)= WHO ARE AVAILABLE FOR WORK, EUT NOT ACTUALLY
LOOK ING FOR WORK BECAUSE THEY THINK THERE IS NONE OR BECAUSE THEY

ARE TEMPORARILY SICK.

THE NEXT SIX-MONTHLY LABOUR FORCE SURVEY WILL BE HELD IN
SEPTEMBER THIS YEAR,

--d--D----
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SUMMER YOUTH PROGRAMME TO BEGIN THIS SUNDAY
* XK X % X %
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LAST TWO WEEKS FOR RE-REGISTRATION OF URBCO VOTERS
¥ % % % % %

THERE ARE TWO MORE WEEKS FOR URBAN COUNCIL ELECTION VOTERS
TO RE-REGISTER BEFORE THE SEXENNIAL INQUIRY CLOSES ON JUNE 30,
REGISTRATION OFFICER FOR THE 1978 URBAN COUNCIL ELECTION
ISTRATION AND SEXENNIAL INQUIRY, MR. KUO KET-CHEN, REMINDED
JDAY.

+OF THE 37,174 NOTICES OF SEXENNIAL INQUIRY SENT OUT IN
v |D=-FEBRUARY, SO FAR 21,766 PEOPLE HAVE RETURNED THE FORMS FOR

RE—REZ ISTRATION,+ SAID MR. KUO.

+THOSE WHO HAVE NOT YET RECEIVED NOTICES OF SEXENNIAL INQUIRY
ARE ADVISED TO CONTACT US AT 5-7659212 CR WRITE TO THE REGISTRATION
OF PERSONS OFF ICE, CAUSEWAY BAY MAGISTRACY BUILDING, FOURTH FLOOR,
HONG KONG SO THAT NOTICES COULD BE SENT TO THEM WITHOUT DELAY,

+| HOPE THE PEOPLE WHO HAVE RECEIVED THESE NOTICES WOULD
COMPLETE THE SEXENNIAL INQUIRY FORMS AND RETURN TO US AS SOON
AS POSSIBLE TO SHOW THEIR SUPPORT,+ HE ADDED.

THE SEXENNIAL INQUIRY IS CARRIED OUT EVERY SIX YEARS TO FIND
QUT WHE THER  PREVIOUS ELECTORS ARE STILL ELIGIBLE TO REMAIN ON THE

REGISTER IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE QUALIFICATION AND WHETHER THEY
J1SH TO CHANGE THEIR POLLING STATIONS.

-'---0-—--

19 sicbens
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BELOOD DONATIONS HAVE TO EE DOUBLED BY 1982 — DR. THONG
* % % % X %

OF ELOCD FOR 4Cv°IT L USE WILL HAVE TO BE DOUBLED
ET THE INCREASING NEED WITH THE GRADUAL EXPANSION OF
LITIES IN THE NEXT FEW YEARS.

FOHG, DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES, STATED
iE ANNUAL DONOR AWARD PRESENTATION ORGANISED BY THE
N SERVICE CF THE HONG KONG RED CROSS.

#AS ENCOURAGING TO NOTE THAT 74,000 DONATIONS OF
| TO RED CROSS FOR USE BY 18 GOVERNMENT AND PRIVATE
THE YEAR 1977/78.

MORE HOSPITALS WERE BEING BUILT, HE SAID, ONE MUST EXPECT
A GREAT STRAIN ON FUTURE RESOURCES.

DR. THONG SAID. THAT IN ORDER TO COPE WITH THE NEED A NEW BLOOD
NSFUSION SERVICE CENTRE WOULD EE BUILT NEAR QUEEN EL|ZABETH

>| TAL PROVIDING ALL THE NECEZSSARY FACILITIES FOR RECEIVING,

ING AND PROCESSING OF BLOOD.

+|T FOLLOWS THAT MORE AND MORE DONORS WILL BE NEEDED AND BY
'E SHALL BE LOOKING FOk SOME 140,000 DONATIONS A YEAR,+ HE

. THONG STRESSED THAT THE SUCCESS IN BUILDING WHAT WILL
A FULL SCALE ELOQD TRA\SFUSIGN SERVICE WOULD DEPEND VERY MUCH
GOODWILL OF ALL BLOCD NORS.

NO AMOUNT OF PLANNING DONE BY DOCTORS AND ADMINISTRATORS
RODUCE ELOOD TRANSFUSION SERVICE WITHOUT THE DONORS AND
3 MORE IMPORTANT IS THE REGULAR DONORS,+ HE SAID.

R
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+THIS IS THE ESSENTIAL FACTOR WHICH HOLDS TOGETHER A GOOD BLOCCL
DONATION PROGRAMMZ,+ HE ADDED.

]%. THONG SAID ALTHOUGH BLOOD DONORS RECEIVED NO F INANCIAL
REWARLD NAS THE SATISFACTION OF KNOWING THAT BY GIVING SOME
ELGCZ _Hq: SHOWN THE DEEPEST POSSIELE CONCERN FOR THE WELFARE

NAN . +
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VISIT P. VW,

OF ENGINEERING
KOWLOON TOMORROW
PROJECTS.

BY THE CHIEF ENGINEERS OF VARIOUS OFFICES
TO BE VISITED WILL BE THE WESTERN
THE WESTERN APPROACH ROAD TO AIRPORT TUNNEL

RANSPORT WILL BE PROVIDED. MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES WHO
USE OF THE FACILITY SHOULD ASSEMBLE AT THE OPEN CAR
THE RECEPTION OFFICE, MURRAY BUILDING, GARDEN ROAD

NINE-SEATER=-VAN WILL LEAVE MURRAY BUILDING

P.W.D.'S PUBLICITY UNIT WILL BE ON HAND TO

---—-O—-——-

'ORKSHOP ON EAMILY LIFE EDUCATION
% % ¥ K K ¥

STANT DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL WELFARE, MRS

- = OPENING CEREMONY OF A WORKSH
Ao SATURDAY (JUNE 17)
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THIS IS TO EN STAFF OF THE WATER SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT
TCO CARRY OUT WORK ON WATER MAINS CONNECTION IN THE AREA,

PREMISES AFFECTED ARE NOS. 14 TO 80 AND 108 TO 132 QUEEN’S
ROAD WEST AND REAR BLOCKS OF HOUSES NOS. 14 TO 40 AND THE
CHARTERED BANK BUILDING IN QUEEN’S ROAD WEST.






