DAILY INFORMATION BULLETIN

Wednesday, September 5, 1973

CONTENTS

Page No.

Precautionary measures taken to avert further landslides at
TSZ Waﬂ Shan Estate Tl e T T T T T YT Y TYTTTYTETYTYTTTTY

Unofficial member of Exco resumes office on return to Hong

Kong  FE R R F RN R RN RN AR R R R R R R RN R R R N R R R R R R NN

Students may again apply for financial assistance to meet
travel e}fpenﬂes [ E R R RN R R R NN RN AN S R R N R N R NN N R R N

Hong Kong will be rcpresented at GATT meeting in Tokyo essessss
Next Wednesday is a statutory holiday for industrial workers..
Six lots of Crown land in the New Territories for sale ssssees

Certificates to be awarded to volunteers of summer youth
programes I E R N E R R E R RS N NEN NN NN RN NN NEENERENRENRMEIERHSRERSE:RSES:SRSE:SE:E}:R;N] 8

New mini-bus terminus in Central to improve traffic flow scses 10

Morrison Hill swimming pocl to close temporarily for competitions

 EA R R R RN EEEE R R RE RN R R R R R EER R E R R E RN SRR LR R L] ‘11

Issued by Government Information Services, Beaconsfield House, Hong Kong. Tel: 5-233191




Wednesday, September 5, 1973

HOUSING DEPT ACTS TO AVERT FURTHER LANDSLIPS
At Tsz Wan Shan Estate
T,

Shoring is being put up on the first four floors inside the rear
portion of Block 51 Tsz Wan Shan Estate as a precautionary measure in case
of further landslips.

Hr. F.S. Fraser, Senior Maintenance Surveyor of the Housing Department,
said the temporary shoring would take the pressure of debris if a large
quantity of soil and rock fell against the end wall of the block,

"The end wall as well as the structure of the block is perfectly

sound and the measure now being taken will strengthen the load bearing of the

end wall,” he said. "The shoring will be removed once permanent remedial
work has been completed to the damaged slope."
Heanwhile, the Housing Department is awaiting the findings of the
consultant engineers who are currently conducting a survey and study of the slope.
"Permanent repair work will be put in hand once the recommendations
are subnitted, probably in the next two or three weeks," Mr. Fraser said.
He added that it might be necessary to trim the slope back a little
to make it less steep.
In addition to shoring up the rear block and keeping a close watch
on the slope, contractor labourers are removing the silt which might block

the flow of rainwater into the drains.
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"The debris resulting from the recent slide will be left a

is until permanent repair is in hand because it would help to minimise the
effect of any further slip," Mr. Fraser added.

Of the 36 families affected, nine =- comprising about 35 people =
have moved into accommodation in Block 28 while 14 families « comprising
about 70 people - moved into Block 53. The others opted to stay with

friends and relatives.

Eight shops have been closed temporarily pending the completion

of repair works to the slope.

EXCO MEMBERSHIP
o ko R
Mr, G.H. Ross has sumed his seat as an Unofficial Member of
the Ixecutive Council following his return to Hong Kong.
lir, P.G. Williams, who was appo ed as a temporary Unofficial
Member of ZIxco during the absence of Mr. Ross, has ceased , member

of the council.
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TRAVEL SUBSIDY FOR STUDENTS
HEEEE AR

Secondary and primary school students over the age of 12 who travel
to school by bus or tram will again receive financial assistance to neet
travelling costs.

A government spokesman said today student fares would continue
to be subsidised as part and parcel of the government's overall policy of
assistance towards the cost of education,

Under the scheme, the government reimburses the bus and tramway

companies according to the ccncessions granted to students.

The estimated total subsidy towards student fares for the last
academic year amounts to approximately $12.5 million.

All schools have been informed of the procedures for application
and students may now apply to their school heads to obtain concession
tickets or passes from the bus or tram companies,

The subsidy scheme applies to all bus and tram routes except
crogs~harbour routes.

However, no student may apply simultaneously for a CHB bus
concession ticket and tramway card.

Students living in Kowloon and attending school on Hong Kong
Island, may apply for both KMB and Tramway tickets.

Concession tickets rust be returned to the company for cancellation

when the student leaves school.
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HONG KCNG TO ATTEND GATT MEETING IN TCKYO

e ol ok ok ol ok e

Note to Editors: Hong Kong will be represented at the

forthcoming GATT meeting in Tokyo, by Mr. D.H.
Jordan, Director of Commerce and Industry.

He will be accompanied by Mr. G.L. Pearson,
Counsellor for Hong Kong Affairs at the U.K. Mission

in Geneva.

The three-day meeting starts on September 12

to launch a new round of multi-lateral trade negotiations.

A press conference will be held at the G.I.S.
theatre in Beaconsfield House at 3 p.m. tomorrow
(Thursday) when Mr. Jordan will discuss various

aspects related to the meeting.

Also present will be Mr. Pearson and Mr. W. Dorward,

Deputy Director (Ccmmercial Relations) of the Commerce

and Industry Department.
You are invited to have the conference covered.

Television crews are requested to arrive early
so that they will have ample time to set up their

eguipment.
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STATUTORY HOLIDAY FOR INDUSTRIAL WORKERS
LE RS EE LS T

The Commissioner of Labour, Mr. I.R. Price, today reninded
employers that Vlednesday, September 12, the day following the Chinese
Hid-Autum Festival, is one of the six statutory holidays to which
industrial workers are entitled under the Industrial Employment (Holidays
with Pay and Sickness Allowance) Ordinance.

Mr. Price said that with few exceptions, all manual workers in
industrial undertakings paid on a monthly, daily or piece-rate basis must
be given a holiday on September 12. Non-manual workers in industrial
undertakings earning not more than $700 a month have the same right.

To qualify for this paid holiday, which is in addition to the
coupulsory four rest days a month under the Employment Ordinance, a worker
must have worked at least 170 days during a period of 12 months, and at
least 20 days in the 28 days preceding September 12,

A worker who does not qualify must also be given a holiday but

has no statutory entitlement to be paid although an employer may voluntarily

agree to do so.

"An employer may grant a holiday cn another day instead of
September 12 but he must do so within 60 days after that date and must
post a notice of his intention at least 48 hours in advance," lir, Price said.
He said that an employer who granted more than six paid holidays a
year was still required to comply with the ordinance but, by agreement with
& worker, he could designate one of the paid holidays as a substitute for
the statutory holiday.
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Mr. Price added that the provisions for the Industrial Employment
(Holidays with pay and Sickness Allowance) Ordinance had been extended and

incorporated in the Employment Ordinance, The revised provisions for

holidays with pay will become operative on January 1, 1974,

""Any worker or employer who is in doubt about his rights or
obligations regarding statutory holidays or holiday pay may obtain the
advice of the Senior Labour Inspector in charge of the Vomen and Young

Persons Unit at various branch offices of the Labour Department,’’ he said.
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SIX RURAL LOTS FOR SALE
Bk

Six lots of Crown land in the New Territories with a total area
of over 142,000 square feet will be put up for auction later this month.

Four of them, located in the Kwai Chung and Tsing Lung Tau areas,
will be offered for sale in the Princess Alexandra Community Centre in
Tsuen Wan on September 17 at 11 a.m.

The biggest lot, measuring sbou: 57,00C square feet, is in Tsing
Lung Tau and is for private residential development, The building covenant
is ¥2,300,000.

The remaining three lots are all in Kwai Chung. Two of them,

with a total area of about 26,000 squere fset, are for cinema and/or stage

theatre purposes. Their building covenants are $860,000 and $630,000
respectively.

The remaining >%,430-square-foot site is earmarked for a multi-
gtorey car park. The building covenant is $2 million.

Two other lots in Tuen M re auctiored in the Yuen Long Town
Hall on September 24 at 2.30 p.m.

Both are for industrial or godown purposes. One has an area
of 10,000 square feet and a building covenant of $700,000, while the other
measures 14,800 square feet with a building covenant of $1 million.

Full particulars and conditions of these sales may be inspected
at the New Territories Administration, North Kowloon Magistracy, Taipo
Road; and at the District O7f: f Yuen Lorg, Tsuen Wan, Taipo, Sai Kung
and Islands,
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CERTIFICATES FOR SUMMER YOUTH VOLUNTEERS

% e o o o ok g

Volunteers and people who assisted in running this year's summer

youth programme organised by the Social Welfare Department will receive
certificates and banners at a ceremony to be held at the City Hall
tomorrow (Thursday).

Mr, David Lai Ka-weh, Principal Assistant Colonial Secretary, has
been invited to address the 1,400 guests who will comprise people who had
been active in organising and running the programmes. Mrs, Lai will
present certificates to the volunteers and souvenir banners to others.

OUpening remarks will be made by Miss Annie Chan, Assistant
Director (Social Work), Social Welfare Department.

Following the ceremony, which begins at 8 p.m., there will be a
special performance of modern interpretive dancing. This will be staged
by 150 staff from the department, volunteers, and others from different
organisations active in the summer youth programme.

Entitled "Rhythm of Youth", it will show how the summer jyouth
programme acts as an outlet for the vibrant energies of young people.
Other entertainment will be provided by folk groups, a brass band and a
Chinese music group.

This year, the Social Welfare Department through its Group aond
Community Work Division, organised some 421 different events under six
categories, namely, community services, training, indoor group activities,

outdoor group activities, mass recreation and community study.
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""One hundred thousand young people between eight and 25 years of
age took part in our programmes," said Mr. Antonio Chu, officer-in-charge
of the Division's Youth Work Unit.

"The response and interest in the programmes can be illustrated
by the fact that we had more applications to participate in the different
events than we had places. The success of the venture is due also to
the fact that we had 2,500 volunteers both groups and individuals to help
to run the activities," he said.

Note to LEditors: You are invited to cover the ceremony tomorrow

(Thursday) evening at the City Hall Concert Hall at 8 p.m,

Row A, the first row on the left side of the
auditorium facing the stage, has been reserved for
reporters, and the left promenade will be for use by

photographers.

Cameramen wishing to photograph the stage
performances can also do so earlier at the full dress
rehearsal which takes place in the Concert Hall between

4 and 6 p.m.

Staff from the Social Welfare Department will

be on hand to assist press representatives.
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TRAFFIC IMPROVEMENTS IN CENTRAL
o

Work will begin shortly on improvements to traffic flow in
Connaught Road Central, including the setting up of a new public light
bus terminus near the Hong Kong and Yaumati Ferry Pier.

The terminus will accommodate 20 public 1igﬂt buses and will
help reduce congestion in the area.

The site is clear apart from two illegal makeshift structures
which are being used as unlicensed restaurants. Notices to quit have

been served on the occupiers under the Crown Land Ordinance.

A canteen has been built by the government at the new Central

Bus Terminus nearby and leased to the China Motor Bus Cémpany for the

convenience of its staff.
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TEMPCRARY POOL CLOSURE
* ook ok ko

The swimming pool complex at the Victoria Park will be closed
in the afternoon tomorrow (Thursday) and on Friday to enable two
organisations to hold their swimming galas.

The Auxiliary Medical Services will be using the pool between
6 and 9 p.m. tomorrow, while the Fire Services Sports and Welfare Club
will be holding their competitions between 1 and 5 p.m. on Friday.

The Morrison Hill swimming pool will also be closed to the

public from 6 to 10 p.m. on Friday when the Civil Aid Services will

holding its swimming gala.,

Helease time: 7.00 p.m.






