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OVER $1 MILL ION RECOVERED FROM +RUBBISH+
* % % X X %

OLD SHOES AND BELTS, DERELICT VEHICLES AND MACHINERY —= IN
FACT ANYTHING THAT IS CONSIDERED +JUNK+ IS VALUABLE AS FAR AS
THE GOVERNMENT SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT IS CONCERNED.

TO PROVE THE POINT, THE DEPARTMENT AUCTIONED OFF AN AVERAGE
OF 41,000 +USELESS+ ITEMS BRINGING IN ABOUT $1.4 MILLION IN
REVENUE FOR THE GOVERNMENT EVERY YEAR OVER THE PAST THREE YEARS.

BAS ICALLY THERE ARE THREE CATEGORIES OF GOODS DISPOSED
OF —— UNSERVICEABLE GOVERNMENT STORES AND EQUIPMENT, UNCLAIMED

AND CONF ISCATED GOODS.

EVERY FORTNIGHT BUYERS CONVERGE AT A GOVERNMENT CONTRACTED
AUCTIONEER’S OFFICE IN HING WAl BUILDING, CENTRAL TO BID FOR
THEM. TO THE DEALERS — AND THERE IS NOT A LACK OF THEM ==
DISUSED ARTICLES PROVIDE A CHEAP SOURCE OF RAW MATERIAL IN A
TERR I TORY WHERE NEARLY EVERYTHING IS IMPORTED.

THE GOODS RANGE FROM SMASHED CARS, DECREPIT TYPEWRITERS
AND METAL SCRAP TO FOODSTUFF, GOLD ORNAMENTS AND APHROD ISIACS.

HOWEVER, NOT ALL OF THEM AUTOMATICALLY FALL UNDER THE
AUCTIONEER’S HAMMER. TOYS, NON=PERISHABLE FOODSTUFF, SUCH AS
PEANUT OIL, TEXTILE MATERIALS AND NEW CLOTHING ARE DONATED TO
CHAR ITABLE ORGANISATIONS FOR DISTRIBUTION.

WHEN GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS CONSIDER STORES OR MATERIALS
ARE NO LONGER SERVICEABLE, THE GOVERNMENT SUPPL IES DEPARTMENT
IS ADVISED AND BOARDS OF CONDEMNATION ARE CONVENED TO EXAMINE
HOWw BEST TO DISPOSE OF THEM,

FOLLOWING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE BOARD, STORES ARE
EITHER ACCEPTED BY OTHER DEPARTMENTS FOR FURTHER USE, SOLD ON
SITE, SENT TO THE SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT FOR BULK SALE IN SUITABLE
LOTS SO AS TO SECURE THE MOST ADVANTAGEOUS PRICES, OR DESTROYED
IF NOT CONSIDERED SUITABLE FOR SALE.

MR. R. KILVERT, ACTING DIRECTOR OF GOVERNMENT SUPPLIES,
SAID: +NO MATERIALS ARE WASTED AND EVERY ATTEMPT |S MADE TC
RECOVER SOME VALUE FOR GOODS WHICH HAVE BEEN SALVAGED AND THESE
INCLUDE SUCH ITEMS AS BOOTS,. SHOES, UNIFORMS, UNSERVICEABLE
VEHICLES AND MACHINERY,+ HE SAID.

IN 1973-74, 15,000 SALVAGED ITEMS FETCHED $800,000 AND IN
1975-76 ABOUT THE SAME NUMBER OF SUCH ITEMS REAL ISED $1.5 MILLION
IN PROCEEDS.

THE MAJORITY OF UNCLAIMED GOODS COME FROM UNCLA IMEZD
PARCELS WHICH ARE SENT TO THE SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT BY THE POSTMASTER
GENERAL AFTER A SIX-MONTH EFFORT TO LOCATE THE ORIGINAL SENDER
HAS PROVED FRUITLESS.

/MOST OF THE ....
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MOST OF THE ITEMS IN THESE PARCELS ARE DEER HORNS, GINSENG
AND HERBAL MEDICINES, BUT THERE IS A LARGE PROPORTION OF CLOTHING
AND TEXTILE MATERIALS.

+|TEMS RETURNED BY THE POLICE CONSIST OF EQUIPMENT FOR
ILLEGAL FILM SHOWS, TAPE RECORDERS AND AUDIO EQUIPMENT, UNCLA IMED
WATCHES, FOUNTAIN PENS AND PERSONAL ITEMS, SOME OF WHICH ARE
QUITE VALUABLE AND HAVE BEEN RECOVERED FROM PEOPLE CONVICTED OF
THEFT AND SO ON,+ MR, KILVERT SAID.

+HERE AGAIN, EVERY ENDEAVOUR IS MADE TO LOCATE THE ORIGINAL
OWNERS BEFORE THE ARTICLES ARE SENT TO THIS DEPARTMENT FOR
DISPOSAL,+ HE ADDED.

+ONLY ITEMS OF FAIRLY LOW VALUE ARE IN FACT SOLD BY AUCTION.
ANY ITEM WHICH 1S DEEMED TO HAVE A REASONABLE VALUE IS SOLD EY
PUBLIC TENDER OR PRIVATE TREATY BY ARRANGEMENT WITH WELL-KNOWN
FIRMS OF JEWELLERS.+

IN 1973=74, 8,000 ITEMS IN THIS CATEGORY REAL ISED $130,000
COMPARED WITH 35,000 ITEMS VALUED AT $43,000 IN 1975-76.

THERE ARE ALSO GOODS CONF ISCATED BY THE POLICE AND COMMERCE
AND INDUSTRY DEPARTMENT. THESE VARY FROM MOTOR VEHICLES AND

LAUNCHES TO BOOKS, FURNITURE, WATCHES AND ORNAMENTS. IN 1973~74,
5,000 SUCH ITEMS VALUED AT $218,000 WERE CONF ISCATED COMPARED WITH
9,000 ITEMS VALUED AT $250,000 IN 1975-76.

THEY DO NOT, HOWEVER, INCLUDE THE SEIZURE AND SALE CF
NARCOTICS == THE LARGEST SINGLE ITEM IN TERMS OF QUANTITY AND
VALUE. THE SALE OF NARCOTICS IS CARRIED OUT BY THE CROWN AGENTS
IN LONDON ON BEHALF OF THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT.

OVER THE PAST THREE YEARS, A TOTAL OF ABOUT 10,300 KILOGRAMS
OF RAW OPIUM AND 1,200 KILOGRAMS OF MORPHINE WERE SHIPPED ouUT BY
THE DEPARTMENT TO THE SUCCESSFUL TENDERERS IN THE UNITED KINGDON

AND EUROPE,

MR. KILVERT EXPLAINED THAT WHEN NARCOTICS WERE SEIZED BY
EITHER THE POLICE OR THE PREVENTIVE SERVICE, THEY WERE KEPT AS
EVIDENCE DURING THE TRIAL OF THE PEOPLE INVOLVED.

WHEN THE CASE WAS OVER AND IF THE DRUGS WERE STILL USABLE
FOR MEDICINAL PURPOSES, THE CROWN AGENTS IN U.K. WOULD OFFER
THEM TO WELL-ESTABL ISHED MANUFACTURERS OF PHARMACEUTICAL PRODUCTS.
THE PROCEEDS WOULD GO DIRECTLY TO GENERAL REVENUE. ROTTING DRUGS,
HOWEKEE, WERE DESTROYED IN THE INCINERATORS UNDER STRICT SUPERVISION,
HE SAID,
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UK CHINESE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE VISITS HONG KONG
® % % X Xk ¥

AN 11=-MEMBER DELEGATION FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM CHINESE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE WILL ARRIVE ON TUESDAY (JUNE 21) TO SEE HONG
KONG’S LATEST DEVELOPMENT AND TO RAISE FUNDS FOR THE ESTABL ISHMENT
OF A PERMANENT CHINESE SCHOOL IN LONDON,

DURING THEIR THREE=-WEEK STAY, THE GROUP WILL MEET THE GOVERNOR,
SIR MURRAY MACLEHOSE, THE SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS, MR. F.K. LI,
THE SECRETARY FOR THE NEW TERRITORIES, MR, DAVID AKERS=JONES, AND
A NUMBER OF SENIOR GOVERNMENT OFF ICIALS.

THE GOVERNMENT HAS ARRANGED A WEEK-LONG PROGRAMME FOR THE
DELEGATION TO ENABLE THE VISITORS TO KEEP ABREAST OF HONG KONG’S
LATEST PROGRESS, SUCH AS THE TUEN MUN NEW TOWN, HIGH ISLAND WATER
SCHEME, AND PUBLIC HOUSING PROJECTS,

APART FROM VISITING SEVERAL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS, THE
DELEGATION WILL ALSO CALL ON OTHER INSTITUTIONS AND ORGANISATIONS,
INCLUD ING THE HONG KONG POLYTECHNIC AND THE CHINESE MANUFACTURERS

ASSOCIATION.

MEMBERS OF THE DELEGATION WILL ALSO MEET LOCAL COMMUNITY
AND KAIFONG LEADERS AND STUDY THE FUNCTIONING OF THE MUTUAL AID

COMMITTEES.

THE DELEGATION IS LED BY THE CHAMBER CHAIRMAN, MR. VINCENT
TSUI, A WELL-KNOWN RESTAURANT OWNER IN LONDON.

NOTE TO EDITORS:

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED -TO SEND YOUR REPRESENTATIVES TO
COVER A PRESS CONFERENCE <TO'BE GIVEN BY THE DELEGATION AT 3 P.M,
ON TUESDAY (JUNE 21) AT THE AIRPORT VIP PRESS CONFERENCE ROOM.

THE DELEGATION WILL ARRIVE BY BRITISH AIRWAYS FLIGHT BA810,

E.T.A. 2,40 P,M. REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NEW TERRITORIES
ADMINISTRATION, HOME AFFAIRS DEPARTMENT AND GOVERNMENT INFORMATION
SERVICES WILL BE PRESENT TO ASSIST THE PRESS.

--—-0———-

TEMPORARY CLOSURE OF WAl YIP STREET
* X % %k %

THE SECTION OF WAI YIP STREET BETWEEN ITS JUNCTIONS WITH
LAl YIP STREET AND WITH KWUN TONG ROAD WILL BE CLOSED TO ALL
TRAFF IC BETWEEN MIDNIGHT AND 6 A.M., FROM NEXT WEDNESDAY TO
FRIDAY (JUNE 22 TO 24) AND AGAIN FROM JUNE 26 TO 30.

THE TEMPORARY CLOSURE WILL FACILITATE THE CONSTRUCTION OF
é FLYOVER BY THE MASS TRANSIT RAILWAY CORPORATION ACROSS THE
TREET.

APPROPRIATE TRAFFIC SIGNS WILL BE PUT UP AND TRAFFIC POLICE
WILL BE AT THE SITE TO GUIDE MOTORISTS.
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