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D-G of Trade to lead delegation to APEC meeting in Sapporo

¥ ok %k %k %

The Director-General of Trade, Mr Tony Miller, will lead a Hong Kong
delegation to the second Senior Officials Meeting for the 7th Ministerial Meeting of
the Asia Pacific Economic Co-operation (APEC) to be held in Sapporo, Japan, from
July 6 to 8. '

The meeting is to follow up on the first Senior Officials Meeting held in
Fukuoka, Japan, in February this year.

Senior Officials of APEC Economies will continue to work on drawing up an
"action agenda" for realising the goal of free and open trade and investment in the
region by the year 2020.

The free trade goal was promulgated by the 18 Economic Leaders of APEC at
their meeting in Bogor, Indonesia, in November last year.

The meeting will be preceded by the Committee on Trade and Investment
Meeting to be held from July 2 to 3, and a series of sub-committee and experts
meetings. Hong Kong will chair the Experts Meeting on Government Procurement.

Members of the Hong Kong delegation comprise officials from the Trade and
Industry Branch, Financial Services Branch, Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office
in Tokyo, Industry Department, Customs and Excise Department, Department of
Health, Information Technology Services Department, Government Supplies
Department and the Trade Department.

Member economies of APEC are Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile,
the People's Republic of China, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea,
Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, the Philippines, Singapore,
Chinese Taipei, Thailand and the United States.

End/Saturday, July 1, 1995
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Public and private hospitals complement each other
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The acting Chief Secretary, Mr Michael Suen, said although public and private
hospitals played different roles, they complemented each other by providing patients
with more comprehensive and cost-effective medical services.

Officiating at the opening ceremony of the Sha Tin Union Hospital today
(Saturday), Mr Suen said private hospitals, like the public ones, had to fully utilise
their resources. They both satisfy public needs for medical services and bear a social

responsibility.

He hoped the Sha Tin Union Hospital would provide a patient-oriented service
to ensure patients' rights were respected.

Mr Suen said patients should be told clearly information such as the course of
treatment and charges. They will then feel more reassured and confident in receiving

treatment.

A misunderstanding that private hospitals are purely profiteering organisations
can also be removed.

Sha Tin Union Hospital is the first private hospital in the eastern New
Territories.

End/Saturday, July 1, 1995

Employment agencies warned against overcharging
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Operators of employment agencies should not engage in unlicensed operation,
nor should they overcharge job applicants upon successful placements.

"Each employment agency operator must obtain a licence from the Labour
Department at least one month before starting business," Labour Officer (Employment
Agencies Administration), Miss Corrina Cheng, said today (Saturday).

The existing licence fee for an employment agency is $1,400 and $280 for a
branch office.
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The licence and fee schedule issued by the department should be displayed in a
conspicuous position at the place of business.

"Under the Employment Agency Regulations, an employment agency is not
allowed to charge a job applicant more than 10 per cent of his first month's salary as
commission upon successful placement," Miss Cheng said.

"Charging any other fees such as registration fee is also prohibited," she added.

Operating an employment agency without a valid licence or overcharging a job-
seeker is an offence under the law. The maximum penalty for each offence is $25,000.

An updated list of employment agencies in Hong Kong is available for public
reference at the Employment Agencies Administration on the 12th floor, Harbour
Building, 38 Pier Road, Central. :

Enquiries on the operation of employment agency can be made to the
Employment Agencies Administration on 2852 3535 or 2852 3540.

End/Saturday, July 1, 1995

Appeals to Social Security Board dropped
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The Social Security Appeal Board received a total of 115 appeals in 1994-95,
representing a decrease of 22 cases, or 16 per cent, as compared with the preceding
year.

Of the 115 appeals, 25 were Comprehensive Social Security Assistance cases,
87 were Social Security Allowance cases, and three were Traffic Accident Victims
Assistance Scheme related, according to the latest annual report of the Social Security
Appeal Board.

"All appeals were heard by members of the Board who are all unofficials
appointed by the Governor." a spokesman for the Board said today (Saturday).

"They act as an independent body to provide a means of redress for persons
who are not satisfied with the decision of the Social Welfare Department in respect of
eligibility and payment of social security benefits."
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The Board had so far heard 70 cases for the year and another 51 cases brought
forward from the preceding years.

Of these 121 appeals heard during the year, the Board confirmed the decisions
of the Social Welfare Department in 55 cases and varied its decisions in 66 cases.

To keep members of the public well aware of the work of the Board, posters
about the Appeal Board are displayed at the Department's 32 social security field units
throughout the territory as well as the Traffic Accident Victims Assistance Section.
Leaflets are also available for collection at these offices.

Furthermore, whenever a person is notified in writing by the SWD of the result
of his application for social security benefits, he is also informed of his right to appeal
to the Board if he is dissatisfied with its decision.

End/Saturday, July 1, 1995

Sir David Trench Fund Committee invites applications for grants
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The Sir David Trench Fund Committee is now inviting organisations to apply
for grants under a new project called the "Recreation and Sports Activities for people
in employment".

The scheme aims to provide financial assistance to organisations for the
purchase of equipment and thereby facilitating the arrangement of recreational and
sports activities for people at work.

The applicant must be registered as a trade union or under the Societies
Ordinance or the Companies Ordinance and non-profit making.

Staff clubs of organisations or companies may also apply.

Any purchase made prior to an application being approved will not be
entertained.

Application forms are now available at the Secretariat of Sir David Trench
Fund Committee: the Hong Kong Council of Social Service; Social Welfare
Department and the District Offices of the Home Affairs Department.
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All completed application forms should be sent to the Secretariat of the Sir
David Trench Fund Committee, Recreation and Culture Branch, Room 4015, 40th
floor, Revenue Tower, 5 Gloucester Road, Wan Chai, Hong Kong on or before August
31 this year.

Enquiries can be made at 2594 5660.
End/Saturday, July 1, 1995

Music Camp for youth
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The 1995 Hong Kong Youth Music Camp will be held at the Regional
Council's Sai Kung Outdoor Recreation Centre from July 15 to 25.

Organised by the Music Office of the Recreation and Culture Branch and
sponsored by the Royal Hong Kong Jockey Club, the camp has become an annual
major event since 1980 to provide intensive music training to young musicians.

More than 400 musically talented youngsters will participate in the camp which
involves a String Orchestra, two Chinese Orchestras, a Symphony Orchestra, a Youth
Choir and a Band.

The campers will receive instruction and guidance from guest musicians from
Hong Kong, the United States and China.

They will also receive a variety of training by taking part in orchestral and
sectional rehearsals, master classes and demonstration concerts.

In addition, a wide range of recreational activities will be lined up.

To provide young musicians with an opportunity to perform in public, a
community concert will be held at Ngau Chi Wan Civic Centre Theatre at 7.30 pm on
July 19. -

A finale concert will also be held at the Sha Tin Town Hall Auditorium at 8 pm

on July 25 to mark the end of the camp.

End/Saturday, July 1, 1995
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Firing practice scheduled for three days in July
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Firing practice will take place at the Ha Tsuen/Castle Peak Range on three days
this month.

The public is advised not to enter the area when red flags are hoisted.

Following are the dates and times for the firing practice:
July 6 (Thursday) 9am -5 pm

July 7 (Friday) 9am- 5 pm
July 13 (Thursday) 0 am-5 pm

End/Saturday, July 1, 1995

Flushing water cut in Kowloon Tong
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Flushing water supply to some premises in Kowloon Tong will be temporarily
suspended from 10 am to 6 pm on Tuesday (July 4) to facilitate water mains
connection. '

The affected areas will include Chak On Estate, 2-24 Beacon Hill Road, the
section of Cornwall Street from Beacon Hill Road to Nam Cheong Street, the City
University of Hong Kong and Yau Yat Tsuen.

End/Saturday, July 1, 1995
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Hong Kong Monetary Authority money market operations
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Cumulative
Time Change
§ Milli H : il

Opening Balance in the account 2,247 09:30 +225

Closing Balance in the account 1,623 10:00 +225

Change Attributable to: 11:00 +225
Money Market Activity +225 11:30 +225
Laf Today -849 15:00

Laf Rate 4.25% Bid/6.25% Offer TWI 118.3 *-0.1* 1.7.95

End/Saturday, July 1, 1995






