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OBJECTIONS TO CLAUSE 4 OF OFFENCES BILL
X X % %

TWELVE UNOFF ICIAL MEMBERS COMMENTED ON THE CONTROVERSIAL
OFFENCES AGAINST THE PERSON (AMENDMENT) BILL WHEN IT RECEIVED
ITS SECOND READING IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY.

FOUR OF THEM SPOKE IN SUPPORT OF THE BILL WHILE THE OTHERS
WERE OPPOSED TO ITS VARIOUS PROVISIONS.

LEADING THE ATTACK WAS DR THE HON HARRY FANG WHO WAS THE
CONVENER OF AN AD HOC GROUP OF UNOFFICIALS FORMED TO STUDY THE
EILL.

THE GROUP HAD HELD A NUMBER OF MEETINGS WITH THE OFF ICIAL
SIDE AND MET WITH REPRESENTATIVES FROM VARIQOUS INDIVIDUALS AND
ORGANISATIONS ABOUT THE BILL.

IN HIS SPEECH DURING THE RESUMED DEBATE, DR FANG SAID
IT SEEMED SOMEWHAT IRONIC THAT AT A TIME WHEN MANY COUNTRIES WERE
CONCERNED THAT THEIR ABORTION LEGISLATION HAD GONE TOO FAR,
HONG KONG WAS PROPOSING TO RELAX ITS ABORTION LAW,

HE POINTED OUT THAT HE SUPPORTED THE MAJORITY OF THE BILL’S
PROVISIONS WHICH WERE CONCERNED WITH THE PROTECTION OF THE UNEORN
CHILD, BUT wAS OPPOSED TO CLAUSE 4 WHICH +RELAXES TO AN ALARMING
DEGREE THE CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH AN ABORTION MAY LEGALLY
BE PERFORMED+,

+|T SPECIFIES THAT WOMEN DIAGNOSED AS BEING PREGNANT wITH
AN AENORMAL FOETUS= WOMEN UNDER 17 YEARS OF AGE AND ALLEGED
VICTIMS OF RAPE, INCEST AND SEXUAL INTERCOURSE PROCURED BY DRUGS,
FALSE PRETENCES OR THREAT ARE ENTITLED TO ABORTIONS,+ DR FANG SAID.

+BUT THROUGHOUT OUR DISCUSSIONS NO ONE.HAS BEEN ABLE TO OFFER
ﬁ ggggigSING EXPLANATION AS TO WHY SUCH ADDITIONAL MEASURES ARE
iE :

+MOREOVER, THERE IS NO EVIDENCE SO FAR AS WE ARE AWARE TO
INDICATE THAT SUCH VICTIMS ARE BEING DENIED ABORTIONS UNDER THE
LAW AS IT STANDS.+

ON THE PROVISION WHICH ALLOWS WOMEN DIAGNOSED AS BEING
PREGNANT WITH AN ABNORMAL FOETUS AN ABORTION, DR FANG OPINED
THAT MEDICAL SCIENCE WAS NOT PRECISE AND IT WAS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT,
S?DDQEOESTEYCASES IMPOSS IBLE, TO DIAGNOSE ACCURATELY THE DEGREE

+IN ADDITION,+ HE ADDED, +THERE IS ALSO A HIGH ERROR FACTOR
ASSOCIATED WITH PRE-NATAL TESTING FOR FOETAL ABNORMALITIES AND IT
IS ESTIMATED THAT FOR EVERY 100 BABIES ABORTED ON THE GROUNDS OF
FOETAL ABNORMALITY, TEN HEALTHY BABIES ARE KILLED.

+INDEED IT WAS ON THESE GROUNDS, BASED ON EVIDENCE PRESENTED
BY THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF OBSTETRICIANS AND GYNAECOLOGISTS OF THE
UNITED KINGDOM, THE GOVERNMENT, LESS THAN THREE YEARS AGO, HALTED
ITS PLANS TO MAKE AMMOCENTESIS (A FORM OF PRE=NATAL TESTING)
AVAILABLE NATICN=WIDE.+

/BEARING THIS
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BEARING THIS IN MIND, DR FANG SAID THAT HE FAILED TO SEE
HOW ANY TWO MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS, WHO WERE NOT EXPERTS IN THIS
FIELD, wOULD BE ALLOWED TO FORM AN OPINION AS TO WHETHER THERE
wAS A 'SUBSTANTIAL RISK?’ THAT THE CHILD IF BORN WOULD BE 'SERIQUSLY

HAND ICAPPED"'.

HE SUGGESTED THAT EITHER THIS DECISION BE LEFT IN THE HANDS
OF PERINATALOGISTS WHO WERE SPECIALISTS IN THIS FIELD OR THE
PROVISION BE AMENDED TO GIVE THE MEDICAL PROFESSION SOME GUIDEL INES
WITHIN WHICH TO OPERATE, BY DEFINING MORE CLEARLY WHAT
WAS MEANT BY A SERICUS HAND!CAD

DR FANG ALSO REVEALED THAT MEDICAL ADVANCES MADE IT POSSIBLE
TO ADMINISTER DRUGS AND INJECTIONS, AS WELL AS CARRYING OUT
INTERUTER INE TRANSFUSIONS AND EVEN SURGERY, ON A FOETUS.

+GIVEN THE PACE AT WHICH MEDICAL SCIENCE IS ADVANCING IT
IS POSSIBLE THAT SOMETIME IN THE FUTURE, AND PERHAPS EVEN WITHIN
OUR LIFE TIME, WE SHALL BE ABLE TO CORRECT SOME DEFORMITIES WHILST
THE FOETUS IS STILL IN THE WOMB.

+|IN THE LIGHT OF SUCH DEVELOPMENTS, THE PROPOSAL NOW BEFORE
US TO ALLOW ABORTION ON THE GROUNDS OF SUSPECTED FOETAL ABNORMALITY
IS EOTH UNTIMELY AND RETROGADE.+

REGARDING THE PROVISION WHICH ALLOWS VICTIMS OF RAPE, INCEST
AND SEXUAL INTERCOURSE PROCURED BY THREATS, DRUGS OR FALaE PRETENCES
AN ABORTION, DR FANG NOTED THAT ALTHOUGH THE CRIMES ORDINANCE
RECOGNISED THE VARYING DEGREES OF SEVERITY OF THESE OFFENCES, THE
BILL DID NOT +SINCE IT ENTITLES A WOMAN WHO HAS BEEN THE VICTIM
OF ANY OF THESE OFFENCES TO AN ABORTION+.

HE WAS PARTICULARLY CONCERNED ABOUT THE DANGERS OF ABUSE
FOR THE PROVISION RELATING TO FALSE PRETENCES AND URGED THE
GOVERNMENT TO CLARIFY WHAT CONSTITUTED A FALSE PRETENCE.

+EECAUSE OF MY RESERVATIONS AND HAVING REGARD TO THE
DISTINCTION MADE IN THE CRIMES ORDINANCE BETWEEN THESE VARIOUS
OFFENCES, | INTEND MOVING A COMMITTEE STAGE AMENDMENT TO DELETE
THE PROVISION WHICH ALLOWS ALLEGED VICTIMS OF SEXUAL INTERCOURSE
PROCURED BY DRUGS, THREATS OR FALSE PRETENCES AN ABORTION,+ HE SAID.

THE REV THE HON PATRICK MCGOVERN IN OPPOSING THE BILL SAID
THE GOVERNMENT wAS DETERMINED, FOR SOME REASON BEYOND THE
COMPREHENS ION OF ANYBODY ELSE, TO EXTEND THE GROUNDS FOR LEGAL ISED
ABORTION EEYOND THE MEDICAL GROUNDS ACCEPTED IN THE U.K.

+THOSE IN FAVOUR OF LIFE, AND RESPONS IBLE PROFESS IONAL
CONDUCT AND THE PRESERVATION OF HUMAN VALUES DO NOT WANT THOSE
GROUNDS EXTENDED,+ HE SAID,.

HE ASKED FOR REASON AND NOT EMOTION IN THE DEBATE ON THE EBILL
AND STARTED BY PUTTING IT IN THE CONTEXT OF THE PRINCIPAL ORDINANCE.

THE OFFENCES AGAINST THE PERSON ORDINANCE, HE SAID, STARTS
OFF WITH MURDER, GOES ON TO MANSLAUGHTER, ATTEMPTS TO MURDER,
ASSAULTS, FORCEABLE DETENTION UP TO SECTIONS 46 AND 47 wHICH
ARE THE SUBJECT OF THE BILL, AND ENDS WITH KEEPING OR MANUFACTUR ING
EXPLOS IVE SUBSTANCES.

/+THE BROAD v.veese.
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+THE EROAD PICTURE IS CLEAR IN THAT IT IS TOTALLY CONCERNED
#1TH PROTECTING PERSONS AGAINST OFFENCES OF VARIOUS SORTS. AND
IT PROTECTS EVERY PERSON, MAN OR BOY, WOMAN OR FEMALE CHILD,
INCLUDING IN 4& AND 47 THc PERSCN “F THE CHILD AS YET UNECRN,+
FR MCGOVERN SAID.

HE STRESSED THAT THE EILL REFERS TO A WOMAN AND A CHILD
THRCUGHOUT: +SO, LET NO ONE LRAG IN THE WORD 'FOETUS’ wlITH
ITS ANTI=LIFE IMPLICATION THAT A FOETUS EY SOME FREAK OF NATURE
IS SOMzHOw CkR CTHZR NCT A CHILD, OR IS A POTENTIAL CHILD, OR IS
\ ELOE OF PLASM Chk SCHMETHING.+

tE VOTING ABOUT WHETHER THE CHILD SHCULD LIVE OR WHE
HOULD BE TzRMINATED O I

THER
N NEW EXTENDED GROUNDS,+ HE SAID.
GROUNDS —- AGE, RAPE, INCEST, THREATS, FALSE PRETENCES
NON-MED ICAL AND WOULL NOT BECOME MEDICAL BY BEING PUT
WEDICAL JUDGMENT. THEY WERE LEGALLY, MEDICALLY OR SOCIALLY
D, FR MCGOVERN SAID,

_ ON AEORTION FOR THE PREGNANT AT 16, FR MCGOVERN SAID THE
MILDEST HE COULD MAKE IT wAS TO CALL IT BOTH SOCIAL AND LEGAL
LUNACY,

+WZ ARE NOT TALKING ABOUT RAPE OR OTHER CRIMES,+ HE SAID, +WE
ARE TALKING AEOQUT BEING UNDER 16 AND wILLING TO HAVE INTERCOURSE,
PERHAPS EVEN INVITING IT AND THEREBY EBECOMING PREGNANT.

+MY READING OF THE PROPOSAL IS THAT IT IS AN ADDED INVITATION
FOR MINORS TO GET PREGNANT BECAUSE IT PROVIDES NEW AND SEPARATE
GROUNDS EY WHICH MINCRS JUST EY EEING MINORS CAN IN THEIR OuN
RIGHT ASK FOF THE SO-CALLED EASY WAY OUT OF THEIR TROUBLES.

+LEGALLY IT IS AN INVITATION TO CONTEMPT OF THE LAW PRCTECTING
MINORS.+

Y, HE ADDED, ONE wOULD NEED TO BE A BLIND ANGEL NCT
INNECT ICON ETWEEN CONTRACEPTIVES WITH A KNOWN FAILURE
ADILY AVAILABLE TC TEENAGERS, THE INCREASING EBREAKDOWN
L FAMILY VALUES, AND AN INCREASED RATE OF UNWANTED
ANCIES WITH ITS FUTURE INCREASED RATE OF ABORTIONS.

PROVISIONS FOR ACORTICN ARISING OUT OF R A\NL
CRIMES ORLC INANCE, FR MCGOVERN SAID IT COULD MEAN
y SAYING TO THE MEDICAL PRACTITIONER wHO WAS IN DO
RESCLVED HIS DOUBT AND GAVE THE MEDICAL OPINICN THA
CASES OF DOUET THE wWOMAN wAS IN GREATER DANGER IF SHE A
E CHILD TO COME TO ERM,

+|T CCULD NOT MEAN THAT,+ HE SAID, +IF NOT IT MUST ME
LAw 1S SAYING: ’YOU HAVE A DOUET, IGNORE YOUR ;uLET
MEDICAL KNOWLELDGE AND GO AHEAD, AND THE LAW WILL PRO
THE CONSEQUENCES.'

+wHAT MEDICAL PRA ONER COULD ACC
AGAIN, THIS IS EBAD M N\E AND THEREFORE
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THE WHOLE PROPOSITION, FR MCGOVERN SAID, ALSO IGNORES THE
FACT THAT IN SUCH CRIMINAL CASES, THERE ARE TWO INNOCENT VICTIMS,
THE GIRL, AND THE UNWANTED CHILD.

+BY ALL MEANS LET THE LAW {N WAR AGAINST RAPE,
BY ALL MEANS L ET THE LAW BE AS E AS HUFAhLY POSS IBLE hGA!NST

NOT REQUIRE THE LAW TO CONDEMN
SA

THE CONVICTED RAPIST. EUT THAT
THE INNOCENT AFTERMATH CF CRIME,

THE HON S.L. CHEN PROPOSED TO DELETE THE PROVISION WHICH ALLOWS
WOMEN UNDER 16 YEARS OF AGE AN ABORTION.

HE SAID THIS WAS BECAUSE +NOT ONLY ARE THERE NO GROUNDS FOR
SINGL ING OUT WOMEN IN THIS AGE GROUP FOR EASY ABORTION BUT IT IS
NOT RIGHT MORALLY.+

HIS SUBMISSION WAS EASED ON THI OBSERVATIONS.

FIRST, HE SAID, IF RISK OF PREGNANCY WITH ITS CONSEQUENTIAL
RESPONSIEILITIES MAY STILL BE REGARDED AS A SORT OF PSYCHOLOGICAL
AND MORAL RESTRAINT TO DISCOURAGE IMPROPER SEX CONDUCT, THE
PROPOSAL TO ALLOW WOMEN UNDER 16 ABORTION, VIRTUALLY ON DEMAND,
IS TENTAMOUNT TO REMCVING ANY SUCH RCSTRAINT AND COULD ENCOURAGE
YOUNG PEQPLE TO PRACTISE SEX MORE FREELY AND INDISCRIMINATELY.

SECONDLY, ALTHOUGH AN ABORTION COULD ONLY BE CARRIED OUT WITH
THE CONSENT OF THE PARENTS, PARENTAL CONSENT IN CASES OF THIS NATURE
IS VERY SELDOM WITHHELD, PARTICULARLY WITH CHINESE PARENTS IF
THEY THINK ABORTION IS THE LAST RESORT TO PROTECT THE NAME OF THE
FAMILY AND THE YOUNG WOMAN WOULD IN FACT BE LEFT WITH THE DECISION
ON WHETHER TO HAVE AN ABORTION OR NOT.

IF ONE IS INDEED CONCERNED THAT A YOUNG WOMAN OF THIS AGE IS
NOT PHYSICALLY MATURE ENOUGH TO SHOULDER THE RESPONSIBILITIES
OF PARENTHOCD, AND SHOULD THEREFORE EE PROTECTED, IT IS UNFAIR
THEN TO IMPOSE UPON HER THE MENTAL EURDEN OF TAKING A DECISION
WHICH MAY TERMINATE A VERY NATURAL HUMAN RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN

HERSELF AND HER CHILD.

THIRDLY, FOR CASES WHERE THE PREGNANCY IS LIKELY TO INVOLVE
A SERIQUS MENTAL OR PHYSICAL HEALTH RISK TO THE YOUNG MOTHER,
THESE ARE ADEQUATELY COVERED BY THE EXISTING LEGISLATION.

UNDER EXISTING PROVISIONS, MOREOVER, A MEDICAL PRACTITIONER
CAN TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE REASONAELY FORESEEAELE ENVIRONMENT OF
THE PREGNANT WOMAN BEFORE DECIDING WHETHER HE IS WILLING TG PERFORM
AN AECRTION,

THE HON PETER C. WONG SAID IF WE MUST LIBERALIZE ABORTION,
PERHAPS A MORE SENSIBELE SOLUTION WOULD BE TO ENLARGE THE ¢X!behG
MeD ICAL GRCUNDS CN WHICH anLrTI”\ IS PERMISSIELE.

BUT HE POINTED OUT THAT. wHLT CLAuSZ 4 OF TH
wAS A RADICAL DEPARTURE FROM THE CONCEPT ON THE
BY THE EXISTING LAW,

FOETUS, HE NOTED, 1S DEFINED EY THE WEBSTER DICTIONARY AS
A DEVELOPING HUMAN FROM ABOUT 12 WEEKS AFTER CONCEPTION TO EIRTH.

/+'T N o)
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+TO SAY THA LESS THAN 24 WEEKS

r‘.‘
IS EXPENDAEBLE 1S TO M LEGAL FICTION.

+GOVERNMENT HAS NOT PUT FORWARD COGENT REASONS WHY THE LAWw
SHOULD BE CHANGED TO ALLOw THE DESTRUCTION OF DEVELOPING HUMAN
LIFE IN THE MANNER PROPOSED.

+0BVIOUSLY, WE ARE TREADING ON VERY TENUOUS GROUNDS,+ MR wONG

THAT ACCORDING TO ME

WwAS ON MEDICAL GROUNDS,
NEW PROPOSALS.
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+THE CHINESE HAVE LONG REGARDED A CHILD IN ITS FOETAL FORM
AS A HUMAN LIFE AND, ACCORDING TO TRADITIONAL CHINESE PRACTICE,
THE FOETAL STAGE COUNTS AS AGE, SO THAT A CHILD IS RECKONED AS
ONE YEAR OLD IMMEDIATELY AFTER EIRTH.

ON FILIAL PIETY, THE REFERENCE TO THE * TEN=MONTH PREGNANCY
IS COMMONLY ASSOCIATED WITH ONE’S GREAT INDEBTEDNESS TO

SARENTS, IN THE LEGENDARY 'LEUNG TIN LOY CASE' WHILE THE

ON TO *SEVEN CORPSES WITH EIGHT LIVES’ IS ALSO ILLUSTRATIVE

S CONVENT IONAL BELIEF AMONG THE CHINESE.+

MR S0 NOTED OUT THAT ANY WOMAN WHO SOUGHT AN ABORT ION MUST
AN UNFORTUNATE PERSON FOR, AFTZR ALL, WHO WANTED TO GET KID
HER OwN FLESH AND BLOOCD IF AN ALTERNATIVE WAS AVAILABLE.

+TO COME TO GRIPS WITH THE PROBLEM, THE £
~|VE OUR SYMPATHY AND CONCRETE SUPPORT, : F DEVISING WAYS
AND MEANS TO DESTROY LIFE.

+RESPECT FOR LIFE SHOULD EE THE BASIS OF ALL EFFORTS OF A
CIVILISED SOCIETY.

+AFTER ALL, IN THE FINAL NALYSIS, | MUST ASK WHO IS TO
DETERMINE WHO 1S FIT TO SURVIVE AND WHO IS NOT?+ HE ASKED.

THE HON CHAN KAM=CHUEN PROPOSED THAT THE CLAUSE RELATING
TO FOETUS AENORMAL ITY BE AMENDEZD SO THAT AN ABORTION MIGHT ONLY
IE PERFORMED WHERE THERE WAS A SUESTANTIAL RISK THAT THE CHILD,
IF ECRN, WOULD EE SO SERIOQUSLY HAND ICAPPED AS TO EE UNABLE TO
EXIST W ITHOUT SUESTANTIAL CARE OR ASSISTANCE FCOR LIFE.

wHILE SUPPORTING THE QUS CONCERN CVER
THE PROPOSAL WHICH ALLOWED AN A FORM IF TwWO
REGISTERED MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS WtR P N, FORMED IN
GOOD FAITH, THA AS A j ANTIAL RISK THAT THE CHILD,
IF EORN, WOULD SUFFER FRCM SUCH PH MENTAL ABNORMALITY
AS TO EE SERIQUSLY HANDICAPPEL,

+MY CONCERN 1S,+ HE SAID, +THAT NO MENTION IS MAD
CONSTITUTES A SERIOUS HANDICAP,

+WOULD IT, FOR EXAMPLE, INCLUDE A CHILD BORN WITH A CLUE
FOOT OR A DISLOCATED HIP?+

MR CHAN BELIEVED THAT A PREGNANT WOMAN WHO HAD JUST BEEN
TOLD THERZ WAS A SUBSTANTIAL RISK THAT HER CHILD, IF BORN, wOULD
EE SERIOUSLY HANDICAPPED, wOULD EE UNDER SUCH SEVERE STRAIN AND
SUFFER ING FROM SUCH MENTAL ANGUISH THAT SHE wOULD BE LIKELY TO
DﬁCI%EpIN FAVOUR OF AN ABORTION, NO MATTER HOW MINOR THE HANDICAP
MIGHT EE.

+|NDEED. AND W ITHOUT DOUEBT, MANY INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE MADE
VALUAELE C ITION TO SOCIETY wOULD NOT HAVE BEEN BORN HAD
PROVISICN EXISTED EARLIER FOR ABORTIONS ON DEMAND FOR THOSE
SUSPECTED OF EE ING PRSGNANT wiTH A MALFORMED FOETUS.

g OF THIS, | CONSIDER THE CLAUSE SHOULD SPECIFY MORE
CLEAR | IS MEANT 2Y SERI0US HANDICAP.+ HE SAID,
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THE REV HON JOYCE M. BENNETT SAID SHE WAS IN FAVOUR OF CHILD
PRESERVATION BUT OPPOSED TO CHILD DESTRUCTION AT ANY STAGE OF "L IFE
IN THE WOME UNLESS THE REASONS FOR THIS DESTRUCTION WERE CLEARLY
ON MEDICAL GROUNDS,

HONEVER, SHE POINTED OQUT, CLAUSE 4 OF THE BILL HAS BEROUGHT
THREE DIFFERENT OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE DOCTOR TO BE PERMITTED TO
PERFORM AN AEORTION.

wHILE AGREE ING THAT ABORTION SHOULD BE ACCEPTED WHEN THE
LIFE OF THE MOTHER IS IN DANGER, MISS BENNETT THOUGHT THE
ADD ITION OF THE REFERENCE TO MENTAL HEALTH PROVIDED A COMPL ICAT ION
SINCE +OUR KNOWLEDGE OF MENTAL ILLNESS AND OQUR ABILITY TO DEAL
WITH IT IN HONG KONG IS FAR FROM ADEQUATE.+

+] FIND MYSELF THEREFORE IN THEORY ACKNOWLEDGING THE
NECESSITY TO wIDEN PHYSICAL HEALTH TO INCLUDE MENTAL HEALTH, BUT
IN PRACTICE WONDERING WHETHER WE HAVE THE NECESSARY COMPETENCE
T0 PUT THIS EFFECTIVELY INTO PRACTICE wITHOUT DEVELOPING A
SITUAT ION WHERE ABORTION 1S GIVEN ON DEMAND,+ SHE SAID.

REFERRING TO THE PROPOSAL WHICH ALLOWS AN ABORTION WHEN
A SUBSTANTIAL RISK EXISTS THAT IF THE CHILD WERE BORN, IT WOULD
SUFFER FROM SUCH PHYSICAL OR MENTAL AENORMALITY AS TO BE SER IOUSLY
HAND ICAPPED, MI1SS BENNETT REMARKED: +I| UNDERSTAND FROM MY FRIENDS
IN THE MEDICAL PROFESSION AND FROM MY CONS IDERABLE READING OF THE
LITERATURE ON THE SUBJECT IN PREPARATION FOR THIS DEBATE, THAT
MED ICAL SCIENCE 1S EBECOMING INCREASINGLY ABLE TO D IAGNOSE THE
CONDITION OF THE CHILD TO EE BORN.

+WE MAY NOT YET HAVE IN HONG KONG ENOUGH EQUIPMENT AND
FACILITIES TO CARRY OUT THESE DIAGNOSIS ON A WIDESPREAD SCALE
BUT SUCH DIAGNOSIS WILL BECOME INCREASINGLY AVAILABLE.

+] SHALL THEREFORE SUPPORT AN AMENDMENT TO THIS PART OF CLAUSE
L WHICH STATES THAT AEORTION SHALL CNLY BE PERMITTED WHEN ’THERE
IS SUBSTANTIAL RISK THAT IF THE CHILD WERE BORN, IT WOULD SUFFER
FROM SUCH PHYSICAL OR MENTAL ABNORMALITY AS TO BE SO SERICUSLY
HAND ICAPPED THAT THE CHILD WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO EXIST wITHOUT
SUBSTANT IAL CARE OR ASSISTANCE FOR LIFE’+.

ON THE PROPOSAL RELATING TO ABORTION ON DEMAND FOR ANY GIRL
UNDER THE AGE OF 17, WHICH WAS SUBSEQUENTLY AMENDED TO 16,
MISS BENNETT SAID SHE UNDERSTOQD THAT THIS CLAUSE WAS ADDED IN ON
SOC IAL GROUNDS TO OFFER PROTECTION TO THOSE NOT MATURE ENOUGH
TO SHOULDER THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF PARENTHOOD.

+|T APPEARS THAT THE ARGUMENT FOR ALLOWING ABORTION TO THE
GIRL WHO HAS CONCE IVED UNDER 16 IS THAT AS SHE IS UNABLE TO EE A
GOOD MOTHER, LET US DISPOSE OF THIS RESULT OF HER SEXUAL INTERCOURSE.

+HOWEVER DO NOT FORGET THAT THIS RESULT OF HER SEXUAL
INTERCOURSE 1S NOT JUST SOME UNWANTED TISSUE, IT IS A TANT Lirk
THAT WILL GROW AND DEVELOP INTO A NEW=BORN BABY,+ SHE ADDEL.

SHE SUGGESTED THAT A FAR GREATER STUDY WAS NEEDED OF THE
EFFECT OF ABORTION ON DEMAND ON THE WHOLE MORAL CLIMATE OF THE
COMMUNITY.
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SHE ALSO ASKED THE GOVERNMENT, IF THE BILL WAS PAS§tD,‘TO
KEEP VERY CAREFUL STATISTICS OF THE NUMBER OF LEGAL AEOHTIDHS
SERFORMED ON GIRLS OF UNDER 16, OF THE NUMBER OF PROSECUTION§
AND CONVICTIONS OF THE MEN INVOLVED AND OF THE N!MBER OF LIVE
EIRTHS TO GIRLS WHO CONCEIVED UNDER THE AGE OF 16.

THESE STATISTICS WILL BE IMPORTANT IN A FEW YEARS TIME WHEN
THIS LAW, IF PASSED, 1S REVIEWED.
V1SS BENNETT ALSO SAID THE PROVISION WHICH ALLOWS A VICTIF
c MONTHS AFTER THE DATE OF AN OFFENCE TO REPORT TO THE POL ICE
vs 70 ME TO MAKE A MOCKERY OF OUR SUPPORT TO THE POLICE IN
SXECUT ION OF THEIR DUTY.+

+THERE ARE NOW TO BE PROVISIONS TO ENSURE THAT NO ABOETION
SHOULD NORMALLY TAKE PLACE ’OF A PREGNANCY WHICH 1S OF MORE THAN
o, wEEKS DURATION?, SO THAT THIS MENT ION OF THREE MONTHS SEEMS TO
ME TO SERVE NO USEFUL PURPOSE,+ SHE SAID.

B
E

e o K

FOUR UNOFFICIALS SUPPORT BILL
® % % X X %

FOUR UNOFF ICIAL MEMBERS SPOKE IN SUPPORT OF THE OFFENCES
AGAINST THE PERSON (AMENDMENT) BILL DURING ITS RESUMED DEBATE
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY.

DR THE HON HO KAM=FA| SAID IT WOULD BE TOTALLY WRONG TO
ASSUME THAT IN EVERY CASE WHERE THE WOMAN IS ELIGIELE FOR AN
ABORTION UNDER THE LAW, AN ABORTION IS ACTUALLY PERFORMED.,

HE NOTED THAT THE SECRETARY FOR SOCIAL SERVICES wOULD MOVt
A COMMITTEE STAGE AMENDMENT TO ALLOW WOMEN UNDER 16 YEARS OF AGE
AND VICTIMS OF RAPE, INCEST AND SEXUAL INTERCOURSE PROCURED BY
THREATS, DRUGS OR FALSE PRETENCES AN ABORTION, ONLY WHEN TWwO
DOCTORS ARE OF THE OPINION THAT THE CONTINUATION OF THE PREGNANCY
INVOLVES GREATER PHYSICAL OR MENTAL HEALTH RISK TO THE MOTHER
THAN |IF THE PREGNANCY WERE TERMINATED.

+1 WOULD LIKE TO STRESS THAT THE AGE OF THE WOMAN AND WHETHER
OR NOT SHE IS A VICTIM OF CRIMINAL SEXUAL INTERCOURSE 1S ONLY A
CRITERION FOR ABORTION IN THOSE EORDER-LINE CASES WHERE THE TwO
DOCTORS ARE IN DOUBT AS TO WHETHER AN ABORTION IS WARRANTED ON
MEDICAL GROUNDS,+ HE SAID.

+|N OTHER WORDS, THERE IS NO QUESTION OF
FOR THESE WOMEN.

+IN THE EVENT THAT TWO DOCTORS DO DECID
)S NECESSARY, IT IS STILL UP TC THE MOT

0h NOT SHE WISHES TO HAVE AN ABORTION.+

i

iml

TURNING TO VICTIMS OF R AND INC
INTERCOURSE COFFENCES, DR HO A3
FORCE THESE VICTIMS INTO SU
GO ING THROUGH NINE MONTHS
UNWANTED CHILD.
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+| CONSIDER THAT SHE HAS ALREADY SUFFERED MORE THAN ENOUGH
AND WE SHOULD DO EVERYTHING POSSIELE TO ENSURE SHE SUFFERS
NO FURTHER,+ HE SAID.

THE HON ALLEN LEE ALSO CONSIDERED THAT ONE SHOULD NOT ASSUME
EVERY CASE STATED IN THE BILL AS IT OCCURRED WOULD RESULT IN
AUTOMAT IC ABCRT ION.

HE BELISVED THE DECISION STILL LIES WITH THE PREGNANT WOMAN
WHO CAN EITHER ACCEPT OR REJECT THE MEDICAL PRACTITIONER’S
ADVICE TO TERMINATE HER PREGNANCY.

+|F A PREGNANT WOMAN DECIDED TO CARRY ON WITH HER PREGNANCY
UNDER THE CONDITIONS OF THIS BILL, THEN IT 15 SAFE TO ASSUME
THAT SHE HAS ACCEPTED THE RESPONSIBILITY OF BEING A MOTHER AND
SHE WILL PERFORM HER DUTIES AS A MOTHER TO THE BEST OF HER
AEILITY,+ SAID MR LEE.

+ON THE OTHER HAND, | AM AESOLUTELY CONVINCED THAT WE
CANNOT ASK A SEX VICTIM, REGARDLESS OF RAPE OR INCEST, TO
CARRY ON WITH HER PREGNANCY AND LET THE UNWANTED CHILD BE
EORN AND LET HER GO THROUGH MCRE THAN NINE MONTHS OF MENTAL
AGONY AND TELL HER IF SHE IS UNWILLING THAT SOMEEBODY WILL
TAKE CARE CF THE BAEY.

+1 AM ALSO ABSOLUTELY CONVINCED THAT IF A PREGNANT WCMAN
IS AWARE THAT HER CHILD WILL BE SERIOUSLY HANDICAPPED SHE MUST
BE GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO CHOOSE WHETHER SHE WANTS AN AEORTION.+

ON THE CONTROVERSIAL QUESTION ABOUT AGE 17, MR LEE NOTED
THAT +THERE ARE THOSE WHO BELIEVE THAT WE ARE GIVING A LICENCE
FOR THE UNDER-AGED GIRLS TO HAVE FUN AND THERE ARE THOSE wHO
EVEN BELIEVE THAT IT IS AN ENCOURAGEMENT.+

+| THINK OTHERWISE,+ HE SAID.

+OUR COMMUNITY 1S WELL AWARE OF THE FACT THAT HAVING SzXUAL
RELATIONS wiITH A GIRL WHO IS 16 YEARS OLD OR LESS IS UNLAWFUL,
BUT UNFORTUNATELY IT HAPPENS AND WHEN A YOUNG GIRL BECOMZzS
PREGNANT SHOULD SHE BE PUNISHED AND CONDEMNED FOR THE REST OF HER
LIFE DUE TO HER MISTAKE?

+AND IN MANY INSTANCES IT MAY NOT BE HER OWN FAULT BECAUSE
SHE MIGHT BE UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF DRUGS.

+AN OPTION OF LEGAL ABORTION MUST BE PROVIDED, THEREFORE
| SUPPORT IT WITHOUT RESERVATION.+

NOTED THAT HE AND A NUMBER OF UNOFF ICIAL
AEOUT THE ADEQUACY OF HCSPITAL FACILITIES
MEDICAL AND HEALTH

MEMEBERS ONCET A
AND WERE SEEKING AN SURANKCE FRCM THE
DEPARTMENT THA | | i RED wWELL IN ADVANCE TO PROVIDE THE

SERVICE +EVEN ISTICS TO IKDICATE WHAT
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HE NOTED THAT ABORTION IS THE CONCERN OF THE WHOLE COMMUNITY
wHEN EBEING CONSIDERED FROM A THEORETICAL POINT OF VIEwW. BUT
WHEN |IT COMES DOwWN TO PRACTICALITIES IT IS THE WOMAN WHO
REQUIRES AN ABORTION AND WHO HAS THE MOST IMMEDIATE CONCERN
WITH THIS SUBJECT.

+AND WE MUST PROTECT HER RIGHTS TO HAVE HER WISHES RESPECTED
BY PROPER MEDICAL ATTENTION RATHER THAN A BACK STREET ABORTIONIST,+
SAID MR BROWN,

D
\E

L TO BRING JUSTIFICATION FOR

CAL JUDGEMENT, WITH ALL

ICAL CRITERIA, IS A COMPROMISE
DEMAND.

+THE INTENTION OF THIS E
AEORTIONS INTO THE AREA OF ME
CONS IDZRATICNS EBEING WITHIN M
WHICH STOFS SHORT OF ARORTION

L

|
D
ON

+PERHAPS IT IS BEST TO LIMIT ANY CHANGE IN OUR LAW I[N
THIS WAY AT THIS TIME, AND IT DOES PROVIDE A PRACTICAL
CONTRIEUTION TOWARDS A SCOLUTION OF AN EXTREMELY DIFF ICULT
SOC AL PROELEM. +

MR BROWN CONSIDERED THE EILL PRIMARILY A MORAL ONE AND THE
NEED FOR IT MUST BE SEEN AS A CONFESSION OF FAILURE TO DEAL
wITH MANY OF THE MALADIES AFFLICTING OUR MODERN SOCIETY,.

HE ARGUED THAT THE BILL DOES NOT FORCE DOCTORS TO ABORT
NOR WOMEN TO HAVE ABORTIONS. HE BELIEVED ITS PROVISIONS ARE
IN ACCORDANCE WITH ATTITUDES TCOwWARDS ABORTION HELD BY THE
MAJORITY OF OUR POPULATION,

MR EROWN ALSO STATED THAT THE ABORTION LAW IN EUROPE HAS
BECOME MCRE LIBERAL WITH MANY COUNTRIES NOW PERMITTING ABORTION
AT THE REQUEST OF THE MOTHER.

AND IN ASIA, HE BELIEVED, ABORTION IS NOT GENERALLY COVERED
BY LEGISLATION, OTHER THAN IN CHINA AND JAPAN WHERE IT IS
AVAILABLE MORE OR LESS ON DEMAND.

THE HON JCHN SWAINE, WHO ALSO SPOKE IN SUPPORT OF THE BILL
COMMENTED ON THE GOVERNMENT'S COMMITTEE STAGE AMENDMENTS TO
THE PROVISIONS CONCERNING THE AGE OF THE PREGNANT GIRL AND
VICTIMS OF INCEST, RAPE AND RELATEZED SEXUAL OFFENCES.

HE EXPLAINED THAT THE CASE FOR ABORTION IS NOW TO BE RE-VESTED
IN THE DOCTORS FOR THEM TO DECIDE WHETHER TERMINATION OF

PREGNANCY IS JUSTIF IED WHERE THE WOMAN IS UNDER-AGE OR 1S

THE VICTIM CF A SEXUAL CFFENCE.

+THE REVISED CLAUSE PROVIDES THAT, WHERE THE DOCTOR 1S
IN DOUET, HE MAY PRESUME THAT THE CONTINUANCE OF THE PREGNANCY
IN THOSE CIRCUMSTANCES WOULD INVOLVE RISK OF INJURY TO HER
PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH GREATER THAN IF THE PREGNANCY
WERE TERMINATED,+ MR SWAINE SAID.

-n
L]

+THE NEW PROVISION MAY BE ANAL' THUS: IF Tk
IN NO DOUBT THE TERMINATION I8 ) ICALLY JUSTIF IED,
LAWFULLY PROCEED AND HAS NC Necl FCR THE STATUTORY
IF HE IS IN NO DOUEBT THE TERMINATION 1S MEDICALLY UN
HE MAY NOT LAWFULLY PROCEED AND THE STATUTORY r~tau
NOT AVAIL HIM= IT IS ONLY IF 1| 3 Ih DOUBT THAT
RECOURSE TO THE STATUTORY PR
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EEEN REVISED TO QUALIFY
16,
THE MARR IAGE
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"SECTION 14 OF

THE AGE OF 16

VIS ION,
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HE THOUGHT IT WAS FAIR TO SAY THAT APART FROM CLAUSE 4 AND
THE TECHNICAL AMENDMENT TO CLAUSE 1, THE PROVISIONS OF THE BILL
WERE GENERALLY ACCEPTAELE =- EXCEPT TC FR MCGOVERN.

HE SAID HE HAD NOT THDUuHT THAT THE MARGINAL CHANGE IN CLAUSE
' OF MEDICAL OPINION IN AEORTIONS
S ARISING FROM INCEST AND
, PARTICULARLY AS NO SUCH

il
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HOWEVER HE WELCOMED DR FANG’S AD HOC GROUP AND MR SWAINE
IN PINCOINTING THE DESIRABILITY OF MAINTAINING MEDICAL GROUNDS
AS THE ONLY EASIS FOR PERMITTING A LEGAL ABORTION AND WOULD AMEND
THIS PROVIS ION,

HE ADDED THAT IN THE CHARTER FOR THE 80’S PRESENTED BY
GEHABIL ITATION INTERNATIONAL AND THE UNITED NATIONS STATEMENTS
P??ELAIMIhu 1981 AS THE INTERNATICNAL YEAR OF DISABLED PERSONS,
HE COULD FIND NO SUGGESTION AGAINST ABORTION: MUCH LESS AEORTION
OF ABNORMAL FOETUS.

C=T THAT THERE WAS A HIGH

ATAL TESTING FOR FOETAL

DVISED AND THIS wWAS CONSISTENT

ENT OF THE HAZARDS OF AMNIQCENTESIS
SH JOUE&AL OF OBSTETRICS AND
VANTAGE OF AMNIOCENTESIS DEPENDED

REFERRING TO DR FANG'’S
ERROR FACTOR ASSOCIATED ﬁliH
AENORMAL ITIES, MR HO SAID HE
WITH THE CONCLUSIONS IN AN AS
CONTAINED IN AN ISSUE OF THE
GYNAECOLOGY THAT THE BALANCE O
CRITICALLY UPON THE MEDICAL l\:l ‘+i3N FOR THE PROCEDURE= AND
IN HONG KONG THE INDICATIONS ARE SUCH THAT THE PROCEDURES WILL BE
EENEF IC 1AL WHEN ALL FACTORS WERE CONSIDERED AND THAT THE ERROR
FACTOR WOULD EBE MINIMAL.
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IN HIS OPINION, MR CHAN'S AMENDMENT WOULD Mhnr THIS SUE-SECTION
UNWORKABLE,., |IF ADOPTED, IT WILL CIRCUMSCRIBE AND NULLIFY THE
DECISION OF INDIVIDUAL PARENTS.

ON POINTS RAISED MR WONG M AND M .L. CHEN, MR HO SAID
HE DID NOT EELIEVE THE | ) ! HI TH Y EFF:EH:J TO wWOULD
CAUSE IMMORALITY, BUT RATHZR THAT VEN AIN UNFORTUNATE
CIRCUMSTANCES IT WOULD MINIMIL HE RISK COF FURTHER MISERY.

+-'IT\:H-.. 3 QUNG WOMAN Dt I B oty ’ AND
CLEARLY U} NDS HER ACTICNS THEN AM ASSURED 1A AT LAWw,
EVEN AN OVER=ANX 10US PARENT GANNOT REQUIRE HER TO HAVE AN ABORTION,+
HE SAID.

HT AlD WAS ILLOGICAL FOR DR FANG NO
ABCRT IO NG VhiLAEL— IN CASES OF PREG
”‘-C ST OR VIG RAPE, .'.l JT AVAILABLE TO A

E :0CU BY DRUGS, THREATS CR
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AS REGARDS DR FANG’S FEAR OF FALSE CLAIMS TO THE POLICE IN
CASES OF VOLUNTARY INTERCOURSE RESULTING IN AN UNEXPECTED PREGNANCY,
M HO SAID THE POLICE DO INVEST IGATE SUCH REPORTS AND A FALSE REPORT
IS A CRIMINAL OFFENCE IN ADDITION TO MAK ING THE WOMAN GUILTY OF
SROCUR ING HER OWN MISCARR IAGE.

COUNTER ING MISS BENNETT’S PROPOSAL T0 D IREE MCNTHS
TIME LIMIT FOR MAK ING REPORT TO THE POLICE,
PER 10D WAS A REASONABLE INTERVAL FOR THE VICTIM TO RECOVER
FROM THE INITIAL SHOCK. FURTHERMORE, IT wAS GENERALLY BELIEVED
THAT SOME VICTIMS MAY NOT WISH TO DISCLOSE THEIR TRAUMATIC
EXPER IENCE UNTIL AND UNLESS THEY ARE CONVINCED THEY ARE PREGNANT.

_ PERFORMED UNDEFR
SACH CLASS COF f NCES 4 ED BY TH AW WERE AND wOULD

CONT INUE

=
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THAT MR SO HAD

SREGNANCY WAS A PUNISHABLE C

#LET THERE EE NO MISTAKE, HERBAL Pi
CAPAELE OF INDUCING AEBORTION HAVE BEEM
THE AGES.+
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MR WONG WAS SPEAKING AT TH PENING OF D
PAPER ON DISTRICT ADMINISTRATIOM | HONG KONG
COUNCIL THIS AFTERNOON.

HE CONS IDERED REASONABLE THE
EOARD, WHEN NOT SATISFIED WITH THE
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DIFFERENT VIEWPOINTS
ENTRAL GOVERNMENT

TO THE
CENTRAL

WAN CHAI ;lSTQH:T
bTHOFH PLAYGROUND FOR THE
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WHILE AGREEING THAT THE GOVERNOR WOULD BE WELL-INFORMzD
ON IMPORTANT ISSUES OF TERRITORY=wIDE IMPLICATIONS, MR YEUNG
NOTED MANY LOCAL ISSUES, THOUGH MINOR IN THE EYES OF SOME
GOVERNMENT SECRETARIES AND DEPARTMENTS, WERE NONETHELESS VERY
IMPORTANT AND URGENT TO A PARTICULAR DISTRICT OR COMMUNITY.

AND THE FAILURE TO ADDRESS GOVERNMENT EFFORT TO SUCH ISSUES
TIMELY COULD HAVE PROFOUND POLITICAL AND SOCIAL REPERCUSSIONS.

m

LOCAL ISSUES BY THEIR VFPY MINCR NATURE WILL NOT
> THE ATTENTION OF THE VERNOR UNLESS SOMEONE
,ITH THE DUTY TO DO SO.
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HE POINTED OUT THAT THE CREATION OF SUCH SOCI0-POL ITICAL
DEPUTY GOVERNORS WOULD NOT UPSET THE USUAL PATTERN OF CENTRAL
ADM INISTRATION AND IMPAIR THE USUAL PROCESS OF CHECKS AND
EALANCES.

+THE SOCI0-POLITICAL DEPUTY GOVERNORS HAVE N
SE AND THEY ARE AS POWERFUL AS THE GOVERNOR WOULD |
TO BE AND THEY CAN ONLY DO WHAT THE GOVERNOR WOULD
TC DO ON HIS EBEHALF AND NO MORE.

+THE USUAL PATTERN OF ADMINISTRATION
DISTUREED.

+THE ULTIMATE AUTHORITY OF PROVIDING CHECKS AN
TO THE ADMINISTRATION IS WITH THE GOVERNOR AHT AS FA
ADMINISTRATION DIRECTLY AFFECTING LOCAL INHAEITAI
THE ASSISTANCE OF THE SOCIO-POLITICAL EEDLTY
STRENGTHEN THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE GOVERNOR
SPECTRUM OF CHECKS AND BALANCES IN THE ADMINISTRA
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+GOOD MANNER AND CIVILITY ASZ, THEREFORE, THE POSTULATES
FOR THE- SELECTION OF LZADING POSTS R COMMUN I TY=BASED
APPOINTMENTS IN OUR GOVERNMENT AS THE IMA WHICH THEY PROJECT,
REFLECTS THE MENTALITY AND A UDS OF THE GOVERNMENT,+ HE NOTED.
MMITTEE, MR YEUNG
IPATION OF THE PEOPLE

AS MUCH OF THE

INVOLVES DETAIL PLANNING,
PROGRAMME AND PROJECTS,
MEAN INGFUL PURPOSE.
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TO DENY LOCAL LEADEZRS IN THE MAKE THE OPPORTUNITY
HC AND 1S IT IN THE BEST INTERESTS OF HONG KONG
) OF TRAINED AND ADEPT LEADERS?+ HE QUER IED.

O+
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DR THE HON HO KAM=FAI| THOUGHT THAT IN ADDITION TO IMPRCVED
DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION, THE PROPOSAL IN THE WHITE PAPER WOULD
HAVE FAR-REACHING IMPL ICATIONS ON CIVIC DEVELOPMENT.

IN THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE, HE SAID, AS DPPOETUNITIES ARE
EE ING CULTIVATED FOR GRASS=ROOTS INPUTS INTO THE. DEC IS ION=MAK | NG
PROCESS AT THE DISTRICT LEVEL, MORE -RESIDENTS hILL C"ﬂt FORWARD
TO TAKE AN ACTIVE INTEREST IN TFE LOCAL MATTERS THAT HAVE A HEARING
ON THEIR DAILY LirE,

+W ITH THE ESTAEL ISHMENT OF THE DISTRICT MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEES n.D HE DISTRICT EOARDS, LOCAL RESIDENTS WILL FEEL
THAT THE D - EETWEEN THEM AND THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT IS
HORTE AND TI WILL REALISE THAT THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT IS
AND ACCESSIELE ON THE ONE HAND, AND IS
SIVE TO PUBLIC VIEWS AND REQUESTS ON THE
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+THESE CONSIDERATIONS COULD DISCOURAGE MANY SUITABLE
POTENTIAL CANDIDATES, SPECIALLY AMONG THE YOUNGER GENERATICN
EROM COMING FORWARD AND THE FINAL 'CHOICE FROM THE LIST OF
CAND IDATES MIGKT EE LIMITED.

+IN ORDER TO OVERCOME T! : ELE PROBLEM, | WOULD SUGEEST

THAT A RE&SDRAELE ALLOWANCE SHO EE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE
ELECTED MEMEERS CF DISTRICT E 5 SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT SUFFER

FINANC IALLY ESCAUSE CF THEIR -¢f ili” ION TO COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT.+

MR HU THOUGHT THAT THIS ARRANGEMENT MIGHT ENCOURAGE MORE
GOOD CANDIDATES TO COME FORWARD TO SEEK ELECTION.

ON THE REQUIREMENT OF FORMAL EDUCAT ION QUAL IF ICATION OF VOTERS,
HE AGREED WITH THE WHITE PAPER THAT IT MIGHT RULE OUT OLDER PEOPLE
WHO DO NOT POSSESS THEM.

HOWEVER, HE FELT THAT THIS REQUIREMENT FOR REGISTRATION AS
VOTERS SHOULD ES CONSIDERED AGAIN IN 1988 WHEN MOST PEOPLE
RESIDING AND ATED IN HONG KONG WOULD HAVE RECEIVED THE
MINIMUM NINE YEAR COMPULSORY EDUCATION UPON REACHING THE AGE
oF 21.

THE HON ANDREW SO URGED THAT PRUDENCE AND VIGILENCE MUST
EE EXERCISED IN SELECTING LEADERS FOR THE DISTRICT BOARDS == EE
IT EY ELECTION OR APPOINTMENT.

THIS 1S BECAUSE DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION AFFECTS THE WELL-BEING
OF LOCAL RESIDENTS, AS WELL AS PUELIC FACILITIES AND SERVICES
FOR THEM, HE SAID.

+PRUDENCE IN THIS RESPECT WILL ENSURE THE PROPER CONDUCT
OF AFFAIRS AND AVOID ABUSES AS MUCH AS POSS |BLE.
OF ALL DISTRICTS MUST PLAY AN INTELL IGENT ANL
IE THEY WANT TO MAKE THE SCHEME A SUCCESS.+

) TO IMPLEMENT THE PROPOSALS
\ELY INVOLVE A TREMENDOUS OUTLAY OF EOTH MAN

GH MANPOWER HAS INDIRECTLY BEEN ACCOUNTED FOR
HE NOTED THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS NOT DISCLOS
IS REQUIRED TO CARRY OUT THE SCHEME.

OVERNMENT COULD PROJECT AND MAKE KNOWN ITS BUDGET

THE PEOPLE WOULD UNDERSTAND THIS TREMENDOUS
A STAKE IN IT IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE,+

Bt AL . Tk
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+THE

NECESSARY ADVICE ON

IMPORTANT POINT
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT
INTEREST OR PRINCIPLE, BUT RATHER OF DEGREE OR PRIORITY.+

IDEA QF
£S AND THE UREAN

AND THAT HIS

SUG
AhnC-H-NT COMMITTEES,
-NfiD&G D
AND

HEMt“BER:

DISTRICT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
IT 1S THE DISTRICT BOARD’S TASK TO GIVE ADVICE,
IMPLEMENTAT ION LEAVING HCTUAL

UARY 11,

AN .0

WEDNESDAY, FEBZ

IS THAT THERE SHOULD BE FLEXIBLE
ADVICE FROM THE DISTRICT BOARDS
IN OPINION BETWEEN THE

IS UNLIKELY TO BE ONE

IDER ING THE
T. ANY DIFFERENCE

INTRCDUC ING DEPUTY GOVERNORS FOR
AREA, SIR JACK SAID IT WAS
HT-DF VOKihm.+

SAID, +AS | HAVE SAID BEFORE, THE W
THE DEVOLUTION OF GOVERNMENT ACTIVIT

TﬁDUGHT FIRMLY
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GHT FIND OURSELVES
EVOLUTION TO A HIGH

AND IT WAS
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TO MAKE ! ri IN
:_}T RI_ I IS—&-

UNG THAT HE AND THE GOVERNOR WOULD BE TAK ING
IN DISTRICT ADMINISTRATION MATTERS.
LUDE UNOFF ICIAL
& JACK SAID
IN THE WHITE PAPER WERE
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ACCESS, AND THE RIGHT TO
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THE ﬁ;Y
DISTRICT
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D THAT THE DISTRICT BOARDS WILL
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TWO EENCHMARK SURVEYS - OF FINANCIAL
IN 1980 ND OF STORAGeE, COMMUNICATION,
INSURANCE AND BUSINESS SERVICES FOR 1980=

FOUR ANNUAL FOLLOwW=UP SURVEYS = OF IMPORTS AND
EXPORTS OF SERVICES= INDUSTRIAL PRODUCT ION=
AND RETAIL TRADES, AND RESTAURANTS AND HOTELS=
OF TRANSPORT ESTABL ISHMENTS FOR 1980=

TuC +MORE FREQUENT THAN ANNUAL SURVEYS+ - A SERIES OF
RLY SURVEYS CF INDUSTRIAL PROCD U TICN, AND
] Of MGNTHLY .'JL-F'LVI YJ LF F‘..Tr\ \_ -".'.‘l.'-‘L_.__-a.

) CATEGORY, wHICH CONCERNS THE LABOUR
EMPLOYMENT, VACANCIES AND PAYROLL
IN THE THIRD C“—FCGrV ARE FOR TH

THE LAND AND MARINE POPULATIONS.

for e
Jel smmsan
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MTRC LOAN

ITS APPROVAL FOR THE
MASS TRANSIT RAILWAY
5245 MILLION LOAN.

UARANTEE WILL BE FINANCED

TAKE UP AN CPTION TO
THE MTR TSUEN WAN EXTENSION.

GUARANTEE COMMITMENT IN
.WAILAELE TO THE MTR CORPCRATION

WOULD BE GIVEN AN
i{E PROPOSED ROAD
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NEDNESDAY, FEBRUAR
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HE PROPOSE] CONDITIONS UNDER WHICH CONTRACT HIRE CARS
WiLL OPE E W EP THEM FROM PLYING FOR HIRE AS ILLEGAL
TAXIS, "B RCVID AT THEY 3HOULD ONLY OPERATE Fﬁ”” A
CESIGNATED ADDR ACCEPT HIRINGS ONLY ON PRIOR BOOK ING.
HE - { Gl = CQMN nr”h R FOR TRANSPORT
_FSCF{‘ | C GIV \ - f ICANT, TO LIMIT THE NUMEER
OF 33331 : CH M - UED ) ANY ﬁ\: ~PPL|CANT AND TO
NE T =R !I\ f I"‘" ) = A .

PERMITS TO BE
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- 24 =

AS TO THE FIRE IN THE WIG FACTORY ON JANUARY 20, MR DAVIES
SAID IT WAS STILL UNDER INVESTIGATION SO NO STATEMCNT AS TO ITS
CAUSE COULD BE MADE AT THIS STAGE. THE INVESTIGATION IS EXPECTED
T0 BE COMPLETED BY EARLY NEXT WEEK.

GOVERNMENT INTERVENES ON OIL SHORTAGE
X X % X

THE COVERNMENT’S POLICY WHEN THERE ARE PROSPECTS OF
INTERNAT IONAL ENERGY SHORTAGES, IS TO INTERVENE TO ENSURE
THAT STEPS CAN REASONABLY BE TAKEN TO GUARD HONG KONG AGAINST SUCH
SHORTAGES,

ARE SHORTAGES, THE GOVERNMENT INTERVENES
TO ENSURE THAT THE SUPPLIES WE DO HAVE ARE USED IN SUCH A wAY
THAT THE ECONOMY AND BASIC EVERYDAY LIVING ARE AFFECTED AS LITTLE
AS POSSIELE,+ SAID THE SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES, THE
HON DAVID JEPFFRESUN

+THEN WHEN THERE RE
|
|

IN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY THE HON PETER C. WONG AT THE
LEGISL&TIVE COUNCIL TODAY, MR JEAFFRESON SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT’S
POLICIES ON ENERGY WERE EAS D CN DOMESTIC RATHER THAN INTERNAT IONAL
CONS IDERATIONS, AS HONG KONG WAS NOT A SUPPLIER OF SOURCES OF
ENERGY AND WAS NOT A SIGNIFICANT CONSUMER BY WORLD STANDARDS.

THE POLICIES ARE ALSO INFLUENCED BY THE FACT THAT ALL SCURCES
ENERGY IN HONG KONG WERE IN THE HANDS OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR,
ADDED.

+IN THESE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE GOVERNMENT'S POLICY APPL ICABLE

WHEN THERE ARE NO INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS OVER SUPPLIES, IS TO

KEEP A WATCH ON THE COMPANIES CONCERNED TO SEE THAT IMPORTERS 0
SOURCES OF ENERGY ARE SATISFYING HONG KONG’S NEEDS,+ HE SAID.

e O} S e

F.S5. AWARE OF TAX COMMEN
¥ x

- AR 1
' y

THE HON THE F INANC IAL SECRE TARY, SIR PHILIP HADDON-CAVE
TOLD THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY HAT HE WAS AWARE OF PUEL

0
L1 C
SALARIES TAX.

HON OSWALD CHZUNEG

ilil Oy
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SAGA OF OLD WOMAN AIRED IN LEGCO
B

AFTER AN UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT TO TRACE THE FAMILY OF AN
CLD WOMAN wHO WAS FOUND WANDERING IN APLIU STREET ON JANUARY 23,
THE POL ICE REFERRED THE WOMAN TO THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT'S
DISTRICT OFFICE IN SHAM SHUI PQC FOR ASSISTANCE ON THE SAME DAY.

THIS WAS STATED BY THE DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL WELFARE, THE HON
SELWYN ALLEYNE, IN REPLY TO QUESTIONS BY DR THE HON HO KAM=F A
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TOCDAY,

EXPLAINING WHY THE WOMAN WAS REFUSED ADMISSION BY THE
ABERDEEN REHABILITATION CENTRE, MR ALLEYNE SAID IT WAS BECAUSE
SHE WAS UNABLE TO PRODUCE PROOF OF IDENTITY, WHICH WAS REQUIRED
BY ALL GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS RENDERING PERSONAL SERVICES TO
INDIVIDUALS.

+WHEN |T APPEARED THAT SHE WAS A HONG KONG RESIDENT, SH
ACCEPTED FOk TEMPORARY CARE ?Ab ADMITTED TO THE CENTRE |
EVENING OF JANUARY 24,+ HE A

:
E
N

THE OFFENCES AGAINST
PASSED TODAY IN THE LEGISL ATI

OTHER EILLS WHICH WERE AFTER THE THIRD_ REAL
THE UREAN COUNCIL (AMENDME rT) 1981, THE INL
(AMENDME iT) EILL 1031 THE auh OFFENCES (APEHDNEhT
1981, AND THE TRANSIT RAILwAY (LAND RESUMPTIOR
PROV IS IONS) (AWENLPkKT) BILL 1981.

FIRE VICTIMS MAY CLAIM 'FAT CHOY’ RELIEF ON FRIDAY

GENU INE
MONDAY NIGHT
“ONG TA| SIN

THE GENU
OF THE HOUSING
(THURSDAY).




WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 19¢1

AND HE SAID THE OFFICE HAD OPENED ALL ITS EMERGENCY CENTRES
FOR THOSE WHOD WERE UNABLE TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THEIR OwN
ACCOMMODATICN. HOWEVER, AS THIS HAD NOT BEEN SUFF ICENT4ADDITIONA
CENTRES HAVE BEEN OPENED UP BY KAIFONG ASSOCIATIONS, SCROCLS
AND FCUR WELFARZ CENTRES IN KwUN TONG DISTRICT.
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NATIONALITY BILL MPS SEEK LOCAL VIEWS
% % *

ENT WILL BE VISITING HONG KONG

H . GED AS PART QOF A CONTINUING
'FrLIuH!:HTIGx VISITS TO ';'G KONG BY ERITISH MPS, MES
LYCNS HAVE A PART {(TEREST IN THE ERITISH

ITY EILL WHICH PASSED 559 }WZ READING IN THE HOUSE

ON JANUARY 27.
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OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. EOTH MESSRS WHITN
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FOR 1TS PART, HE POINTED OUT, THE GO\ ENT W GRESSIVE
ENACT NECESSARY LEGISLATION, INCREASE ngfﬁﬁggE:Togl%ic$§S$RE°*’v;L*
INSPECTORS TO 250 BY 1984, EXTEND EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES |N THE
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