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PROVISIONAL TRADE FIGURES FOR APRIL RELEASED
£¥ ¥ X ¥k X

HONG KONG’S TRADE PERFORMANCE IN APRIL WAS MUCH BETTER THAN IN
MARCH, ACCORDING TO THE PROVISI ONAL TRADE FIGURES. RELEASED TODAY
(SATURDAY) BY THE CENSUS AND STAT1STICS DEPARTMENT.

THE GROWTH RATE OF DOMESTIC EXPORTS PICKED UP CONSI DERABLY IN
APRIL, WHILE THAT OF RE-EXPORTS REMAI NED ROBUST. RETALNED [MPORTS
ALSO GREW STRONGLY .

THE VALUE OF DOMESTIC EXPORTS IN APRIL GREW BY $1,786 MILLION
OR 10.9% OVER A YEAR EARLIER, TO $18,193 MILLION.

THE VALUE OF RE-EXPORTS GREW EVEN FASTER, BY $10,654 MILLION OR
34.5% TO $41,514 MILLION OVER THE SAME PERIOD.

AKING DOMESTIC EXPORTS AND RE-EXPORTS TOGETHER, THE VALUE OF
TOTAL EXPORTS IN APRIL, AT $59,707 MILLION, WAS $12,440 MILLION OR
26.3% HIGHER THAN IN THE SAME MONTH LAST YEAR.

ON THE OTHER HAND, THE VALUE OF IMPORTS ROSE BY $15,177 MILLION
OR 30% TO $65,817 MILLION.

AS THE VALUE OF TOTAL EXPORTS WAS SMALLER THAN THAT OF TOTAL .

IMPORTS, A VISIBLE TRADE DEFICIT OF $6,110 MILLION, EQUIVALENT TO 9.3%
OF THE VALUE OF IMPORTS, WAS RECORDED IN APRIL 1991.

THIS COMPARES WITH A DEFICIT OF $3,373 MILLION, EQUIVALENT TO
6.7% OF THE VALUE OF IMPORTS, RECORDED A YEAR EARLIER.

PUTTING THESE FIGURES INTO PERSPECTIVE, THE VALUE OF DOMESTIC
EXPORTS INCREASED BY $3,827 MI LLION OR 6.1% OVER A YEAR EARLIER, TO
$66,694 MILLION IN THE FI RST FOUR MONTHS OF 1991 COMBINED.

THE VALUE OF RE-EXPORTS INCREASED BY $31,864 MILLION OR 27.9%
TO $145,873 MILLION OVER THE SAME PERIOD.

THE VALUE OF TOTAL EXPORTS IN THE FIRST FOUR MONTHS, AT
$212,567 MILLION, WAS THUS $35,691 MILLION OR 20.2% HIGHER THAN IN THE
SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR.

MEANWHILE, IMPORTS GREW BY $45,171 MILLION OR 24.6% TO $228,492
MILLION.

IN THE FIRST FOUR MONTHS OF 1991 COMBINED, A VISIBLE TRADE
DEFICIT OF $15,925 MILLION, EQUIVALENT TO 7.0% OF THE VALUE OF
IMPORTS, WAS RECORDED.

THE DEFICIT RECORDED IN THE SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR WAS $6,445
MILLION, EQUIVALENT TO 3.5% OF THE VALUE OF IMPORTS.

COMMENTING ON THE LATEST TRADE FIGURES, A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN

POINTED OUT THAT THE PERFORMANCE OF DOMESTIC EXPORTS SHOWED A MARKED
IMPROVEMENT IN APRIL.
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DB'S TO ELECT REPRESENTATIVES TO MUNICIPAL COUNCILS
¥ % % % ¥

SEVEN DISTRICT BOARDS WILL ELECT THEIR REPRESENTATIVES TO THE
URBAN COUNCIL AND REGIONAL COUNCII, FROM MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY NEXT WEEK
(MAY 27 TO 29).

THERE IS ONLY ONE CANDIDATE EACH FOR THE SAI KUNG, TAI PO, YUEN
LONG AND EASTERN DB'S, AND MORE THAN ONE CANDIDATE FOR THE OTHER DB'S.

THE ELECTTON DETAILS ARE AS FOLLOWS @
DISTRICT DATE/TIME CANDIDATES
SHA TIN MAY 27/9.30 ' CHING CHEUNG-YING
: WONG LUEN-KIN
SAT KUNG MAY 27/2.30 WAN YUET-KAU

ISLANDS MAY 27/2 PM . . CHONG CHU-CHOI
CHOW YUK-TONG

TAI PO MAY 28/9.30 TANG PUI-TAT

WONG TAI SIN MAY 28/2.30 FUNG KWONG-CHUNG
ALBERT LI SZE-BAY

EASTERN MAY 28/2.30 CHRISTINA TING YUK-CHEE

YUEN LONG MAY 29/10 AM - LAI KWOK-IU
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J SEMINAR ON INTRODUCTION OF A-LEVEL COMPUTER STUDIES
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THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT WILL HOLD A SEMINAR ON MONDAY (MAY 27)
TO PREPARE SECONDARY SCHOOLS FOR THE INTRODUCTION OF ADVANCED LEVEL
COMPUTER STUDIES IN SEPTEMBER THIS YEAR.

ATTENDING WILL BE COMPUTER STUDIES TEACHERS. HEADS OF SCHOOLS
WISHING TO ATTEND WILL ALSO BE WELCOME.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT SAID TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED
WOULD INCLUDE THE MODE OF OPERATION, TEACHER TRAINING, PROVISION OF
ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT AND ROOM CONVERSION,

THE SEMINAR WILL BE HELD AT THE COMPUTER EDUCATION CENTRE 1IN
HOK YUEN STREET, HUNG HOM.

/MEANWHILE, A
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MEANWHILE, A SEMINAR ON THE PROMOTION OF CIVIC DUCATION
THROUGH COMPUTER STUDIES HAS BEEN SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 22 Al [HE SAME
VENUE.

GUEST SPEAKERS AT THIS SEMINAR ON COMPUTER AND ITS RELATED
AILMENTS WILL BE THE CHAIRMAN OF THE HONG KONG SOCIETY OF MEDICAL
INFORMATICS, DR C.P. WONG, AND THE SENIOR LECTURER OF THE DEPARTMENT
OF COMPUTING, HONG KONG POLYTECHNIC, MISS W.L. MOK.

THEY WILL TALK ON THE HEALTH HAZARDS OF AND THE OPTIMAL
ENVIRONMENT FOR COMPUTER USERS.
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SAFETY URGED FOR CONFINED SPACE WORKERS
S GEG TR O Nk

THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT TODAY (SATURDAY) URGED ALL CONSTRUCTION
SITE WORKERS TO TAKE EXTRA CARE AND SAFETY PRECAUTIONS WHEN ENTERING
MANHOLES, CAISSON OPENINGS OR OTHER CONFINED SPACE WORKPLACES.

THE APPEAL FOLLOWED A RECENT CASE AT THE SAN PO KONG
MAGISTRACY IN WHICH THE GAMMON CONSTRUCTION LTD WAS FINED $30,000 FOR
FAILING TO COMPLY WITH THE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS UNDER THE FACTORIES
AND INDUSTRIAL UNDERTAKING (CONFINED SPACES) REGULATIONS.

THE COMPANY WAS FOUND TO HAVE FAILED TO PROVIDE SUFFICIENT
SUPPLY OF APPROVED BREATHING APPARATUS, SUITABLE RECEIVING APPARATUS
AND OXYGEN VESSELS TO WORKERS, AND ALLOWED TWO WORKERS TO ENTER A
CONFINED WORKPLACE WITHOUT WEARING AN APPROVED BREATHING APPARATUS
AND SAFETY BELT.

THE TWO WORKERS WERE OVERCOME BY AN UNKNOWN GAS INSIDE A
MANHOLE .

THE DEPUTY CHIEF FACTORY INSPECTOR, MR CHAN TAT-KING,
CAUTIONED THAT 1T WAS AN OBLIGATION OF THE PROPRIETOR UNDER THE LAW
TO ENSURE THAT SUFFICIENT APPROVED BREATHING APPARATUS AND EMERGENCY
ESCAPE EQUIPMENT WERE PROVIDED FOR WORKERS IN CONFINED SPACE
WORKPLACES .

"AS A STANDARD PRACTICE, AN AIR TEST SHOULD BE CONDUCTED
BEFORE ENTERING A CONFINED SPACE EACH TIME,"” MR CHAN ADDED.

"OTHER PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES INCLUDE THE SUPPLY OF PERSONAL
PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT, DUST EXTRACTION, FRESH AIR SUPPLY AND EQUIPMENT
NECESSARY FOR EMERGENCY ESCAPE," HE SAID.
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GEMINAR ON PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT IN CATERING INDUSTRY
ARG UL R R

PROBLEMS RELATING TO HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AND
LABOUR-MANAGEMENT R ELATIONS IN THE CATERING INDUSTRY WILL BE PUT
UNDER THE MICROSCOPE AT A SEM INAR EARLY NEXT MONTH.

THE HALF-DAY SEMINAR IS ORGANISED BY THE CATERING TRADE
TRIPARTITE COMMI TTEE MADE UP OF REPRESENTATIVES FROM EMPLOYERS'
ASSOCIATIONS, EMPLOYEES' TRADE UNIONS AND THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT.

DES1GNED FOR ALL CATERING PERSONNEL AND MEMBERS OF MANAGEMENT
ASSOCIATIONS AND TRADE UNIONS, THE SEMINAR AIMS TO HELP THEM SOLVE
PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT PROBLEMS AND TO IMPROVE PRODUCTIVITY IN THE

TRADE.

IT ALSO PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO EXCHANGE
VIEWS AND EXPERIENCES IN LABOUR RELATIONS AND MANAGEMENT . :

EXPERTS IN THE FIELD AND LABOUR DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS WILL
SPEAK ON LABOUR RELATIONS, HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AND MANPOWER
TRAINING, FOLLOWED BY GENERAL DISCUSSION.

THE SEMINAR WILL BE CONDUCTED IN CANTONESE. THE ADMISSION FEE
1S $80.

IT WILL BE HELD FROM 2.45 PM TO 5.30 PM ON JUNE 6 (THURSDAY)
AT THE HOLIDAY INN, GOLDEN MILE, TSIM SHA TSUI.

ENQUIRIES ON THE gEMINAR CAN BE MADE ON TEL. 834 9311,
776 5128 OR 394 8261.
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