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HONG KONG'S ANCIZNT ROCK CARVINGS
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HONG KONG’S UNIQUE ANCIENT ROCK CARVINGS,
AROUND 3,000 YEARS OLD, ARE IN DANGER OF BEING
EROS ION AND VANDAL ISM,

MOVES ARE NOW AFOOT BY THE URBAN COUNCIL’S MUSEUM OF HISTORY
TO PROTECT THEM IN SITU AS AN IMPORTANT PART OF HONG KONG’S
CULTURAL HERITAGE.

PRESENT PLANS INCLUDE PUTTING UP TEMPORARY FENCES TO THWART
IRRESPONS IBLE PEOPLE FROM DEFACING THEM. A MAJOR PUELICITY CAMPAIGN
TO IMPRESS ON THE PUBLIC THEIR GREAT HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE IS
ALSO BEING UNDERTAKEN,

ACCORDING TC THE CURATOR OF THE URBAN COUNCIL'S MUSEUM OF
HISTORY, MR. ERIAN PEACOCK, VANDAL ISHM HAS ALREADY TAKEN PLACE.

+|F WE DON’T DO ANYTHING NJT THESE CARVINGS WILL BE GONE
IN A MATTZR OF A YEAR OR TWC,+ HE LARNED.

THESE CARVINGS, MANY OF WHICH ARE OF GEOMETRIC DESIGN, DO NOT
SEEM TO FIGURE SIGNIF ICANTLY IN PRESENT DAY LOCAL TRADITIONS. THEY
ARE FOUND IN BIG WAVE BAY, SHEK PIK ON LANTAU, PO TOIl ISLAND,
TUNG LUNG ISLAND, CHEUNG CHAU AND KAU SA| CHAU,

APART FROM TRYING TO PRESERVE THESE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RELICS
IN SITU, MR. PEACOCK SAID, WORK IS NOW PROCEEDING TO MAKE A
PERMANENT RECORD OF THE CARVINGS EY PRODUC ING REPLICAS EY A
MOULD ING PROCESS.

+WE FIRST PAINT ON THE SURFACE OF THESE CARVINGS L1QUID RUEBER
LATEX, TOPPING IT WITH A SHEET OF COTTON GAUZE,+ HE
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+FOLLOW ING THIS, PLASTIC RES

R IS APPLIED ON THE TOP OF THE
GAUZE TO GIVE THE hudLD GREATER

IN
RIGIDITY AND STRENGTH.

+WHEN THE VARIOUS LAYERS HAVE DRIED, WHICH NORMALLY TAKES
ABOUT A DAY, THE MOULD IS REMOVED AND TAKEN TO THE MUSEUM OF ART
LABCRATORY IN THE CITY HALL WHERE IT IS USED TO PRODUCE AN EXACT
REPLICA IN THE FORM OF A CAST,+ MR, PzACOCK SAID.

HE REVEALED THAT WHEN THE ENTIRE M LLDENG AND CASTINC WORK

HAS BEEN COMPLETED IN ABOUT TwO MONTHS, AN EXHIEITION OF THE
REPLICAS OF THE CARVINGS WILL BE HELD IN THE MUSEUM CF HISTORY.

+TO GIVE THEIR PRECISE AGE IS EXTREMELY DIFFICULT,+ HE SAID,

/+HOWEV =R,
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+HOWSVER, SINCE MANY CF THZ DESIGNS IN THE ROCK CARVINGS
ESEMBLE PATTERNS ON POTTERY AND METAL ARTEFACTS OF THE BRONZE
AGE, IT IS LIKELY THAT THEY ARE CONTEMPORARY.

+1T WOULD’NOT THEREFORE BE UNREASONABLE TO ESTIMATE THAT
THEY WERE PRODUCED AS EARLY AS THE FIRST MILLENNIUM E.C.

+SINCE THEY ARE THE ONLY VISIBLE MONUMENTS OF HONG KONG’S
PREHISTORIC PAST, THEY ARE OF VERY GREAT CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL
SIGNIF ICANCE,+ HE ADDED.

MR. PEACOCK SAID THAT SIMILAR CARVINGS WERE EXTREMELY RARE
ELSEWHERE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA.

+THUS,+ HE POINTED OUT, +THE CARVINGS ARE ALSO IMPORTANT AS
FAR AS THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN REGION I3 CONCERNED. +

WHEN ASKED WHETHER THE SIX CARVINGS RESEMBLE EACH OTHER,
MR. PEACOCK SAID FIVE OF THEM SHOWED SIMILAR CHARACTERISTICS.

+THE ONE AT TUNG LUNG IS DIFFERENT BECAUSE IT IS LESS
GEOMETRIC,+ HE STATED.

ON THE FUTURE OF THESE ROCK CARVINGS, HE POINTED OUT,
+CONS IDERABLE WORK IS NECESSARY TO PRESERVE THEIR EXISTENCE.+

AT PRESENT, HE INDICATED, THE PROBLEM OF HOW TO PREVENT
cROS ION AND STOP WATER FROM SEEPING THROUGH CREVICES IN THZ
MONUMENTS WAS BEING INVESTIGATED,

+THE FINAL SOLUTION FOR THEIR PRESERVATION WOULD, OF COURSE,

HAVE TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT AESTHETIC CONS IDERATIONS AS WELL,+
HE ADDED.
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STREET CLOSURE
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WAl YIP STREET BETWEEN KWUN
KWUN TONG WILL BE CLOSED BETWEEN 11 P.M. AND 6 A.M. FROM
28 TO 30.

THE CLOSURE IS NECESSARY TO ENABLE A FLYOVER TO BE CONSTRUCTED
ACROSS WAl YIP STREET TO THE WEST OF THE MASS TRANSIT RAILWAY
KOWLOON DEPOT SITE.

MOTOR ISTS AFFECTED BY THE ABOVE CLOSURE SHOULD USE KWUN TONG
ROAD.

TRAFFIC SIGNS WILL BE POSTED TC GUIDE MOTOR ISTS.
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