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CONSULTANCY STUDY ON CONTAMINATED SPOIL MANAGEMENT
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DEPARTMENT (EPD) HAS COMMISSIONED
A CONSULTANCY STUDY TO DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE STRATEGY FOR THE
MANAGEMENT OF CONTAMINATED SPOIL.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT SAID HONG KONG'S PROPOSED
MASSIVE INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENTS IN NEXT TEN YEARS, WHICH WOULD
INCLUDE LARGE-SCALE RECLAMATION AND SEAWALL CONSTRUCTION, WOULD
GENERATE AN ESTIMATED 200 MILLION CUBIC METRES OF DREDGED MARINE
SPOIL.

A PORTION OF THIS SPOIL WOULD BE HEAVILY CONTAMINATED WITH
ORGANIC COMPOUNDS, HEAVY METALS AND OTHER TOXIC SUBSTANCES DUE TO THE
UNCONTROLLED DISCHARGE OF INDUSTRIAL WASTEWATERS INTO COASTAL WATERS
OVER THE PAST DECADES.

IMPROPER HANDLING AND DISPOSAL OF CONTAMINATED SPOIL WOULD
RESULT IN FURTHER SEVERE ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION AND SIGNIFICANT
PUBLIC HEALTH RISKS.

THE STUDY WOULD RECOMMEND A COMPREHENSIVE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY
FOR CONTAMINATED SPOIL INCLUDING RECOMMENDATIONS ON ENVIRONMENTAL
MONITORING PROGRAMMES FOR DREDGING, TRANSPORTATION AND DISPOSAL OF
CONTAMINATED SPOIL.

IT WOULD ESTIMATE THE QUANTITY OF CONTAMINATED SPOIL FROM
CURRENT, PROPOSED AND FUTURE DREDGING PROJECTS AND MAKE
RECOMMENDATIONS ON DISPOSAL TO ENSURE THE PLANNED INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENTS WOULD NOT BE DELAYED.

THE STUDY, AT A COST OF $1.7 MILLION, WOULD TAKE EIGHT MONTHS
TO COMPLETE.

THE AGREEMENT FOR THE CONSULTANCY STUDY WAS SIGNED TODAY
(WEDNESDAY) BETWEEN ACTING ASSISTANT DIRECTOR (WASTE AND WATER
POLICY) OF EPD, MR PAUL HOLMES, AND THE DIRECTOR OF MOTT MACDONALD
HONG KONG LIMITED, MR G.W. LOVEGROVE.
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PARTIAL POSTAL SERVICES TO IRAQ@ AND KUWAIT
i O LR

THE POSTMASTER GENERAL, MR DOMINIC S.W. WONG, ANNOUNCED TODAY
(WEDNESDAY) THAT WITH IMMEDIATE EFFECT AIR MAIL LETTERS CONTAINING
ONLY PERSONAL CORRESPONDENCE WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR IRAQ AND KUWAIT.

CUSTOMERS ARE ADVISED TO USE AEROGRAMMES AND POSTCARDS
1EVER POSSIBLE. OTHER POSTAL SERVICES TO THESE PLACES REMAIN
"ENDED.

WHE]
SUSH

GOVERNOR COMMUTED DEATH SENTENCE OF LAI SUN-LOY
W

THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, AFTER TAKING INTO
CONSIDERATION THE ADVICE OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL, HAS DECIDED THAT
THE DEATH SENTENCE PASSED ON LAI SUN-LOY ON MAY 30 1988 SHOULD BE
COMMUTED TO A SENTENCE OF LIFE IMPRISONMENT,

LAT WAS FOUND GUILTY OF THE MURDER OF CHENG PING-WO,

CHENG
YUEN-MAN AND CHENG TSE-KIT.
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HK MUST FACE FUTURE WITH REALISM AND DETERMINATION
TO SUCCEED: GOVERNOR
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AT THE START OF THIS CRUCIAL DECADE, HONG KONG IS, AND MUST
REMAIN, A COMMUNITY FACING ITS FUTURE WITH REALISM AND THE
DETERMINATION TO SUCCEED, THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, SAID TODAY
(WEDNESDAY) .

IN HIS ANNUAL POLICY ADDRESS TO OPEN THE 1990/91 SESSION OF THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, THE GOVERNOR SAID AFTER THE PROBLEMS OF 1989, WE
HAD MADE STEADY AND SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS THIS YEAR - ECONOMICALLY,
SOCIALLY AND POLITICALLY.

"WE HAVE CONTINUED TO DEAL SUCCESSFULLY WITH THE CHALLENGE OF
PREPARING FOR THE TRANSFER OF SOVEREIGNTY IN 1987. BUT, ONCE AGAIN,
WE HAVE HAD TO FACE NEW STRAINS.

"THIS SUMMER SAW THE SUDDEN ERUPTION OF A CRISIS IN THE MIDDLE
EAST WHICH HAS CAST A DARK SHADOW OVER THE WORLD ECONOMY," SIR DAVID
SAID.

LAST YEAR, THE GOVERNOR DESCRIBED THE GOVERNMENT’S NEW
INITIATIVES FOR THE 1990S AND BEYOND. "AT A TIME OF ECONOMIC
DIFFICULTY, AND UNCERTAINTY IN THE MIDDLE EAST, MEMBERS WILL NOT
EXPECT ME TODAY TO UNVEIL A FURTHER RANGE OF MAJOR NEW INITIATIVES.

"NOR DO I INTEND TO DO SO," HE

SIR DAVID POINTED OUT THAT WE WERE NOW IN A PERIOD WHEN VWE
|

SHOULD TAKE STOCK OF THE PROGRAMMES ALREADY LAUNCHED, AND ALSO OF THE
SERVICES WE PROVIDE, AND CONSIDER HOW BEST TO PROVIDE THEM.

"WE WILL NEED TO TAKE DECISIONS ON HOW TO FUND THESE SERVICES
AND PROGRAMMES AND SEE WHETHER THERE ARE WAYS OF IMPROVING THE SCOPE
FOR INDIVIDUAL CHOICE AND QUALITY," THE GOVERNOR SAID.

GDP TO INCREASE
I B

HONG KONG’S RATE OF ECONOMIC GROWTH FOR 1990, ALTHOUGH HEALTHY

BY WORLD STANDARDS, WILL BE MODEST LN TERMS OF OUR OWN .PAST
PERFORMANCE, THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, SAID TODAY (WEDNESDAY) .

THE GOVERNMENT ESTIMATED THAT GDP WOULD INCREASE THIS YEAR BY
2.5 PER CENT IN REAL TERMS, SIR DAVID SAID.

ADDRESSING THE OPENING OF THE 1990/91 SESSION OF THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, SIR DAVID SAID LAST YEAR, HE WARNED THAT HONG
KONG FACED A SLOWDOWN IN THE RATE OF ECONOMIC GROWTH AND THIS HAD
INDEED BEEN THE CASE.
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"OUR PROSPECTS HAVE BEEN FURTHER DAMPENED BY THE MIDDLE EAST
CRISIS. HIGHER OIL PRICES WILL MEAN, INEVITABLY, SOME INCREASE IN THE
COST OF LIVING.

"AT THE SAME TIME, OUR MAJOR TRADING PARTNERS FACE A NEW CHECK
TO THEIR ECONOMIC EXPANSION. THIS WILL REDUCE THEIR DEMAND FOR THE
GOODS AND SERVICES WE EXPORT," HE SAID.

THE GOVERNOR POINTED OUT THAT, FORTUNATELY, HONG KONG LEARNT
THE LESSONS OF THE OIL CRISES OF THE 19708S.

"IN 1979, OIL WAS OUR PRINCIPAL SOURCE OF ENERGY. TODAY, BY
CONTRAST, WE GENERATE VIRTUALLY ALL OF OUR ELECTRICITY FROM COAL.

"BECAUSE OF THIS SUCCESSFUL ADJUSTMENT TO OUR ENERGY SOURCES,
WE ARE BETTER PLACED THAN MANY OTHER ECONOMIES TO COPE WITH THE
SLUGGISH WORLD MARKETS WE MUST EXPECT IN 1991," SIR DAVID SAID.

NEVERTHELESS, THE GOVERNOR SAID WE MUST ACCEPT THAT, PARTLY
BECAUSE OF THE MIDDLE EAST CRISIS, WE FACED A HARSHER ECONOMIC
ENVIRONMENT 1IN WHICH IT WOULD BE MUCH TOUGHER GOING TO DEFEND OUR
SHARE OF EXISTING MARKETS AND TO DEVELOP NEW BUSINESS.

TO RETAIN THEIR COMPETITIVE EDGE, SIR DAVID SAID FIRMS WOULD
NEED TO MAKE BETTER USE OF EXISTING RESOURCES.

"THIS MEANS HIGHER STANDARDS OF MANAGEMENT; RESTRAINT IN
SETTING PRICES AND PROFIT MARGINS; AND, ABOVE ALL, REALISM WHEN IT
COMES TO WAGE DEMANDS.

"WAGES HAVE KEPT AHEAD OF INCREASES IN CONSUMER PRICES; BUT WE
MUST BE ALERT TO THE DANGERS OF A WAGE AND PRICE SPIRAL.

"THIS WOULD BENEFIT NOBODY - NEITHER EMPLOYERS NOR WORKERS. WE
ARE AN OPEN ECONOMY. THE WORLD WILL NOT ALLOW US TO PAY OURSELVES
MORE THAN OUR PRODUCTS WILL EARN," THE GOVERNOR SAID.

Py P R e

NO EASY CURE FOR INFLATION: GOVERNOR
¥ ¥ ¥ X ¥

THE GOVERNMENT ESTIMATES THAT INFLATION WILL AVERAGE 9.5 PER
CENT FOR 1990 AS A WHOLE, THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, SAID TODAY
(WEDNESDAY) .

THE GOVERNOR POINTED OUT THAT WITH INFLATION OF THIS LEVEL AND
THE PROSPECT OF IT RISING AS A RESULT OF THE MIDDLE EAST CRISIS,
RATHER THAN FALLING AS WE HAD EXPECTED, WE CLEARLY COULD NOT AFFORD TO
BE COMPLACENT.

/"NOR CAN

#
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"NOR CAN WE EXPECT AN EASY CURE FOI NFLATION," HE ADDED.

SIR DAVID SAID DRASTIC MEASURES AIMI S PRESSING PRICE
INCREASES WOULD BE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE AND THEY WOULD FRUSTRATE THE
FREE PLAY OF MARKET FORCES AND DO LASTING I \GE TO THE ECONOMY.

"THIS SORT OF INTERFERENCE W ARKET WOULD NOT BE 1IN
CHARACTER FOR HONG KONG. \WUT WE CAN, AS EING SENSIBLE ABOUT
WAGES , TRY TO LIMIT THE DAMAGING EFFEC’ OF [S] PRICES," THE
GOVERNOR SAID.

HE SAID THAT OUR FIRST PRI Y MUST 1 i : RE THAT WE DID
NOT CREATE UNDUE PRESSURE ON SCARCE RESOURCES AND, IN THIS WAY, FUEL
INFLATION.

"WE WILL ALL HAVE TO ACCEI ) IATE FUTURE AT
ANY RATE, WE WILL NOT HAVE THE SURI O MEET ALL THE
COMPETING CLAIMS FOR ADDITIONAI (

"THERE WILL BE DIFFICULT CHOI( _ ‘E BETWEEN DEMANDS FOR
NEW SERVICES. THERE CAN BE NO DU . iD ‘HOICES. CURRENT
ECONOMIC CONDITIONS DICTATE THAT PUBLI URE MUST BE KEPT UNDER
TIGHT CONTROL," HE SAID.

SIR DAVID SAID THE GOV "ERRITORY'S BIGGEST
EMPLOYER, WAS DETERMINED - D NOT ADD TO

3

THE PRESSURES ON AN ALREADY

"ACCORDINGLY , NEXT YE : : ILL. FACE ZERO
GROWTH.

"IF STANDARDS ARE TO B \, BRANCHES AND
DEPARTMENTS WILL HAVE TO STR g AINS THROUGH THE
BETTER USE OF THE STAFF AND 01 ] CONTROL. THIS
WILL BE A REAL CHALLENGE. ? MANAGEMENT AND
LEADERSHIP," THE GOVERNOR SAID

NOTING THAT THE BULK L./ D IN THE PRIVATE
SECTOR, THE GOVERNOR SAID THE SU PENDE] HEAVILY
ON THE ABILITY OF PRIVATE E ' 'IVITY

"IN PRACTICE, THERE AR LOYERS CAN REPLACE
WORKERS WITH NEW PLANT Al ( '

"THE GOVERNMENT A TS LREADY REACHED

THESE LIMITS: IN SOME CAS } USINESSES ANY
FURTHER BECAUSE THEY CANNOT F

"THERE IS A GENUINE DANG - i AGE OF LABOUR
MAY ACT AS A BRAKE ON FUTURI COl HED THAT HAPPENS,
EVERYBODY SUFFERS. OUR POLICY H BI [LL REMAIN, TO ENCOURAGE
iROWTH.

"THAT IS WHY WE HAVE 7] { 1 THE IMPORTATION OF
LABOUR IN CERTAIN CRUCIAL AREA: ; SIR DAVID EXPLAINED.




THE GOVERNOR ST IEAN EAP LABOUR, AND
EMPLOYERS WOULD BE REQUIR ) 1] MARKET WAGES.

"THERE WILI 0 OF UNTRAINED
LABOUR. EFFECTIVE ENF( . } \DE TO PREVENT
ABUSE BY EMPLOYERS

"THE SCHEME AND WILI BE
ADJUSTED [F NEC i T ;
CHANGING NEEDS

THE GOVEI] . ' INVOLVING
ADAPTING TO NEW CIRCUMST: B [T HONG KONG,
RATHER THAN STICKI BEHIND THE
DECISION TO ALLOW TH FROM CHINA TO
WORK IN HONG KONG ( - - TWO YEARS'
STUDY OVERSEAS AND WI

"ALL ] I'l
CRUCIAL TO EVERYTHINI

"WITHOUT IT, i L ' )F OUR GOALS. AT
THE SAME TIME, ' ' 'ROTECT THE
DISADVANTAGED MEMBER A i:ING EFFECTS
OF INFLATION,"

SIR DAVII OIN LI 3 WERE
REVIEWED REGUL! \NGES [N
CONSUMER PRICI

i Ly 'ITS HAVE
BEEN INCREASED B ; SUCCESSFUL, WE
WILL CONTINUE ° -
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"WE NEED TO BE SURE THAT THE SPIRIT OF ENTERPRISE FLOURISHES -
TO ALLOW INDIVIDUALS THE FREEDOM AND OPPORTUNITY TO SUCCEED BY THEIR
OWN EFFORTS.

"OF COURSE, WE MUST ALSO ENSURE THAT OUR BUSINESS PRACTICES
CONFORM TO THE STANDARDS OF A MAJOR INTERNATIONAL CENTRE OF TRADE AND
FINANCE. OTHERWISE, WE CANNOT ATTRACT THE OUTSIDE INVESTMENT WE WANT
AND WELCOME," SIR DAVID SAID.

HE SAID THE GOVERNMENT WAS STEPPING UP ITS PROTECTION OF THE
ORDINARY INVESTOR IN AREAS IDENTIFIED POTENTIAL FOR ABUSE.

"AFTER A PERIOD QF NECESSARY TIGHTENING UP, I BELIEVE WE NOW
HAVE THE BALANCE ABOUT RIGHT. WE WILL MAKE SURE THAT IT IS KEPT RIGHT
- NEITHER TOO LITTLE NOR TOO MUCH," HE SAID.

THE GOVERNOR SAID HONG KONG DID NOT INVENT THE FREE MARKET
PRIVATE ENTERPRISE ECONOMY, BUT, OVER THE PAST 30 YEARS THE
TERRITORY HAD BECOME ONE OF ITS MOST SUCCESSFUL EXPONENTS.

"BY HOLDING FIRM TO OUR PRINCIPLES, WE HAVE ACHIEVED NOTABLE
ECONOMIC SUCCESS DOMESTICALLY.

"NOW, INTERNATIONALLY, WE ARE PLAYING AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN
SUPPORTING FREEDOM OF TRADE IN GOODS AND SERVICES," HE SAID.

THE GOVERNOR STRESSED THAT IT WAS ESSENTIAL NOT ONLY FOR US,
BUT FOR THE WORLD ECONOMY, THAT. THE CURRENT URUGUAY ROUND OF
NEGOTIATIONS ABOUT THE GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS AND TRADE REACHED
A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION IN DECEMBER.

"WE WILL CONTINUE WORKING HARD TO THIS END," HE SAID.

THE GOVERNMENT ALSO HAD A RESPONSIBILITY TO CREATE AN
ENVIRONMENT IN WHICH THE ECONOMY COULD CONTINUE TO EXPAND AND
DIVERSIFY AND THIS MEANT MAKING MAJOR INVESTMENTS IN THE TERRITORY'S
PHYSICAL INFRASTRUCTURE.

WITHOUT THESE INVESTMENTS, THE ECONOMY COULD NOT PRODUCE THE
PROSPERITY ON WHICH FAMILIES BASED THEIR PLANS FOR THE FUTURE, SIR
DAVID SAID.

AT THE SAME TIME, THE GOVERNOR POINTED OUT THAT AS HONG KONG
GREW RICHER, THE GOVERNMENT MUST SEE TO IT THAT THE COMMUNITY HAD
ADEQUATE HOUSING, MEDICAL AND OTHER SERVICES.

"THE LABOUR FORCE IS ENTITLED TO A DECENT WORKING ENVIRONMENT,
AS WELL AS TO PROPER REWARDS. THROUGH PUBLICITY AND LEGISLATION, WE
ARE STEADILY IMPROVING CONDITIONS IN THE WORK-PLACE, BE IT OFFICE OR
FACTORY .

"BOTH THE GOVERNMENT AND THE COMMUNITY HAVE CONSISTENTLY, AND
RIGHTLY, BEEN WILLING TO INVEST HEAVILY 1IN CREATING THE PUBLIC
SERVICES NECESSARY TO MEET THE COMMUNITY'S ESSENTIAL NEEDS," SIR DAVID
SAID.

/NOTING THAT
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NOTING THAT THE LAST DECADE HAD SEEN A RADICAL CHANGE IN
ECONOMIC THINKING THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, AND A GROWING REALISATION THAT
THE FREE MARKET OFFERED THE BEST PROSPECT OF ECONOMIC SUCCESS, SIR
DAVID SAID HONG KONG HAD BEEN A MODEL IN THE REVIVAL OF FREE TRADE AND
FREE MARKET ECONOMICS.

"WITH A CLEAR VISION OF OUR ESSENTIAL OBJECTIVES, PLUS PRUDENT
MANAGEMENT, WE CAN ENTER THE 19908 WITH CONFIDENCE THAT HONG KONG WILL
CONTINUE TO SURPRISE THE WORLD AND CONFOUND THE PESSIMISTS," THE
GOVERNOR SAID.

i i DNt e

COMMUNITY HAS VITAL ROLE IN FIGHTING CRIME
X X X X

THERE IS A VITAL ROLE FOR THE COMMUNITY TO PLAY IN MAINTAINING
AN ORDERLY AND PEACEFUL SOCIETY, THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, SAID
TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

SIR DAVID SAID WE ALL HAD A RESPONSIBILITY TO WORK TOGETHER
WITH THE POLICE AND OTHER LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES - BY REPORTING
CRIME, INCLUDING TRIAD ACTIVITY AND CORRUPTION; BY CO-OPERATING WITH
INVESTIGATIONS; BY COMING FORWARD WITH EVIDENCE; AND BY TAKING
PREVENTATIVE MEASURES IN OUR OWN HOMES.

"THE FIGHT CRIME COMMITTEE AND ITS NETWORK OF DISTRICT FIGHT
CRIME COMMITTEES WILL WORK HARD TO GET THIS MESSAGE ACROSS TO THE
PUBLIC.

"IT WILL LOOK FOR WAYS OF MAKING IT EASIER FOR THE PUBLIC TO
PLAY THEIR PART BY, FOR EXAMPLE, IMPROVING REPORTING PROCEDURES.

"AND IT WILL MOUNT SPECIAL PUBLICITY CAMPAIGNS AGAINST JUVENILE
CRIME AND IN SUPPORT OF PARENTAL CARE AND AUTHORITY.

"RESPONSIBLE, CARING PARENTS ARE OUR FIRST LINE OF DEFENCE
AGAINST THE SORT OF LAW AND ORDER PROBLEMS THAT THREATEN MANY OTHER
URBAN SOCIETIES," THE GOVERNOR SAID. '

NOTING THAT SOME RECENT CRIMINAL CASES HAD SHOCKED THE
COMMUNITY, SIR DAVID SAID. THEY WERE A REMINDER THAT WE COULD NOT
TAKE FOR GRANTED HONG KONG'S RECORD AS ONE OF THE WORLD'S SAFEST AND
MOST LAW-ABIDING URBAN COMMUNITIES.

"NEVERTHELESS IT IS STILL THE CASE THAT OUR CRIME RATES, IN
RELATION TO THE SIZE OF THE POPULATION, REMAIN SIGNIFICANTLY BELOW
THOSE OF MAJOR CITIES IN THE WEST.

"THEY COMPARE FAVOURABLY TO THOSE IN OUR OWN REGION. AND THE

GENERAL LEVEL OF REPORTED CRIME PER THOUSAND OF THE POPULATION HAS
ACTUALLY DECLINED OVER THE PAST DECADE," HE SAID.

/HOWEVER, THE
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HOWEVER, THE GOVERNOR POINTED OUT THAT THESE GENERALLY HEALTHY
STATISTICS WERE NOT A CAUSE FOR COMPLACENCY .

"THEY DESCRIBE A STATE OF AFF/ S WE MUST NOW FIGHT HARD TO
MAINTAIN. THERE HAS BEEN A RECENT INCREASE IN VIOLENT CRIME. THAT
CANNOT BE TOLERATED.

"IN PARTICULAR, WE MUST TAKE FIRM AND EFFECTIVE ACTION AGAINST
CRIMINALS WHO USE FIREARMS AND AGAINST ANY REVIVAL OF TRIAD
ACTIVITIES," HE SAID.

THE GOVERNOR SAID THAT IN THE MONTHS AHEAD, THE GOVERNMENT
WOULD MAKE INCREASED EFFORTS TO PREVENT THE ILLEGAL IMPORTATION OF
FIREARMS, AND IT HAD HAD GOOD CO-OPERATION FROM THE AUTHORITIES IN
GUANGDONG IN TACKLING THIS PROBLEM.

"AT THE SAME TIME, WE WILL BE TARGETING ORGANISED CRIME. DRAFT
LEGISLATION, AIMED SPECIFICALLY AT ORGANISED CRIME SYNDICATES,
INCLUDING TRIADS, WILL BE PUBLISHED FOR PUBLIC CONSULTATION AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE IN THE NEW YEAR," SIR DAVID SAID.

THE GOVERNOR SAID THAT SUCCESS IN FIGHTING CRIME DEPENDED ON
THE PROFESSIONALISM AND INTEGRITY OF OUR POLICE.

"TO0 KEEP OUR STREETS SAFE, WE MUST HAVE A WELL-TRAINED,
STRONGLY MOTIVATED AND ADEQUATELY REWARDED POLICE FORCE.

"AT A TIME WHEN A TIGHT LABOUR MARKET MAKES RECRUITMENT
DIFFICULT IN ALL SECTORS OF THE ECONOMY, IT IS IMPORTANT TO FIND WAYS
TO IMPROVE THE ABILITY OF THE FORCE TO RECRUIT AND RETAIN STAFF, SO
THAT IT CAN CONTINUE TO PROVIDE THE EFFECTIVE SERVICE UPON WHICH WE
ALL DEPEND," HE SAID.

THE GOVERNOR SAID THAT PART OF THAT EFFORT HAD BEEN A REVIEW OF
THE SALARY LEVELS OF JUNIOR RANKS IN THE POLICE AND OTHER DISCIPLINED
SERVICES. :

"THAT REVIEW HAS BEEN COMPLETED. IT IS NOW THE RESPONSIBILITY
OF THE POLICE, AND THE OTHER DISCIPLINED SERVICES, TO MAINTAIN A HIGH
STANDARD OF EFFICIENCY AND SERVICE TO THE PUBLIC.

"WE HAVE HAD THIS IN THE PAST. WE EXPECT TO SEE IT CONTINUE IN
THE FUTURE," GOVERNOR SAID.
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GOVERNMENT CONTINUES TO PURSUE FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF CPA
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THE GOVERNMENT’S POLICY ON VIETNAMESE BOAT PEOPLE WILL CONTINUE
TO BE DIRECTED TOWARDS THE FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 1989
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN OF ACTION, THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, SAID
TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

THIS MEANT THAT ALL THOSE WHO DID NOT QUALIFY FOR REFUGEE
STATUS MUST RETURN TO THEIR HOMES IN VIETNAM, SAID S8IR DAVID, NOTING
THAT THE PLAN OF ACTION HAD BEEN UNDER GREAT STRAIN ELSEWHERE IN SOUTH
EAST ASIA DURING THE PAST YEAR.

"IF IT IS TO BE THE BASIS FOR POLICY THROUGHOUT THE REGION -
AND I HAVE NO DOUBT THAT THIS IS THE MOST HUMANE AND EFFECTIVE ANSWER
TO A LONG-STANDING PROBLEM - THEN WE MUST GET IN PLACE ARRANGEMENTS
FOR THE ORDERLY RETURN OF NON-REFUGEES," HE SAID.

SIR DAVID SAID THE AGREEMENT REACHED IN HANOI ON SEPTEMBER 21
WAS A WELCOME STEP IN THAT DIRECTION, AND THE GOVERNMENT NOW LOOKED TO
THE STAFF OF THE UNITED NATIONS HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES TO DO
ALL THEY COULD TO COUNSEL AND PERSUADE NON-REFUGEES TO ACCEPT THE
REALITY OF THEIR POSITION, AND TO RETURN TO THEIR HOMES IN VIETNAM.

"WE WILL GIVE OUR FULL SUPPORT TO THIS EFFORT," HE SAID.

MEANWHILE, THE GOVERNOR SAID, WE MUST CONTINUE WITH THE TASK OF
HOUSING, FEEDING AND CARING FOR ALL THOSE WHO WERE ALREADY HERE.

"I SHOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY APPRECIATION FOR THE WORK OF ALL
THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THE GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS, AS WELL AS THE
VOLUNTARY AGENCIES, WHO ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR LOOKING AFTER THE 54,000
VIETNAMESE WHO REMAIN 1IN OUR CAMPS; AND ALSO FOR THE 1IMPORTANT
FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE HONG KONG HAS RECEIVED FROM THE UNITED KINGDOM,
WHICH HAS TOTALLED OVER $500 MILLION OVER THE PAST TWO YEARS.

"I HOPE THAT WE CAN NOW MOVE TOWARDS A HUMANE SOLUTION WHICH
WILL BRING THIS TRAGIC MIGRATION TO AN END," SIR DAVID SAID.

SIR DAVID SAID THE PROBLEM OF THE VIETNAMESE BOAT PEOPLE WAS
WITH US, BUT PICTURE WAS NOT AS BLEAK AS IT WAS THIS TIME
-‘: Rl
LAST OCTOBER, THE GOVERNOR IN HIS POLICY ADDRESS, REPORTE
THE ARRIVAL OF 34,000 VIETNAMESE, THE HIGHEST NUMBER IN ANY YEAR
SINCE 1979.

"SINCE THEN, OUR EFFORTS TO DEAL WITH THE PROBLEM, AND THOSE OF
THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY, HAVE PRODUCED SOME RESULTS," HE SAID.

/NOTING THAT
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NOTING THAT ARRIVALS SO FAR THIS YEAR HAD DROPPED SHARPLY, TO
LESS THAN ONE IN SIX OF THE NUMBER DURING THE SAME PERIOD LAST YEAR,
THE GOVERNOR SAID: "THE CAREFUL OPERATION OF OUR SCREENING PROCEDURES ;
THE VOLUNTARY REPATRIATION SCHEME; THE PUBLICITY EFFORT IN VIETNAM;
AND THE MANDATORY REPATRIATION FLIGHT LAST DECEMBER HAD ALL GIVEN
POTENTIAL BOAT PEOPLE AN UNAMBIGUOUS MESSAGE - THE DAYS OF AUTOMATIC
RESETTLEMENT THROUGH HONG KONG ARE OVER."

HE SAID THAT TAKING THE CAMP POPULATION AS A WHOLE - REFUGEES
AND PEOPLE WHO DID NOT HAVE REFUGEE STATUS - THERE HAD BEEN A NET
OUTFLOW OF OVER 2,700 SINCE LAST OCTOBER. THIS WAS THE FIRST YEAR
SINCE 1986 WHEN THE NUMBERS IN HONG KONG HAD ACTUALLY GONE DOWN.

nPHE RESETTLEMENT PROGRAMME FOR REFUGEES 1S ON TARGET. WE
EXPECT SOME 7,000 TO LEAVE THIS YEAR. AND SOME 4,500 HAVE RETURNED TO
VIETNAM OVER THE PAST 18 MONTHS, THAT IS SINCE THE BEGINNING OF THE
VOLUNTARY REPATRIATION SCHEME," SIR DAVID SAID.

P S T, A

MORE PERSONAL CONTROL OF LIFE QUALITY IN THE NEXT DECADE
X X X X X

THE DESIRE FOR MORE PERSONAL CONTROL OVER THE INDIVIDUAL'S AND
THE FAMILY'S QUALITY OF LIFE WILL BE A KEY TREND IN THE 19908, THE
GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, SAID TODAY (WEDNESDAY) .

THE GOVERNOR POINTED OUT THAT THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC PROGRESS
WE HAD MADE, PARTICULARLY DURING THE 1980S, HAD CREATED NEW

ASPIRATIONS.

"PEOPLE ARE NO LONGER CONTENT SIMPLY WITH A BASIC LEVEL op:
PROVISION.

"IN AN INCREASINGLY PROSPEROUS AND EDUCATED HONG KONG, THEY
EXPECT A HIGHER QUALITY OF SERVICE AND MORE OPPORTUNITIES FOR THE
INDIVIDUAL TO CHOOSE PARTICULAR TYPES OF SERVICE," HE SAID.

NOTING THAT THERE WOULD BE, QUITE RIGHTLY, A DEMAND FOR CHOICE,
SIR DAVID SAID FAMILIES WOULD LOOK FOR MORE SOPHISTICATED MEDICAL
CARE; FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO BUY THEIR OWN HOMES; AND FOR ACCESS TO GOOD

PRIVATE SCHOOLING.

HOWEVER, HE POINTED OUT THAT THE COST OF THIS WIDER RANGE OF
SERVICES COULD NOT ALL BE BORNE BY THE TAXPAYER, ADDING THAT
GREATER CHOICE AND HIGHER INCOMES MEANT THAT FAMILIES MUST
INCREASINGLY PAY FOR SERVICES WHICH WENT BEYOND THE BASIC LEVEL.

JREFLECTING ON ..2aass
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"QUALITY COUNTS MORE AND MORE," HE SAID.

THE GOVERNOR POINTED OUT THAT THE LAST BLOCKS OF THE MARK I AND
11 ESTATES, BUILT NEARLY 30 YEARS AGO, WOULD BE DEMOLISHED NEXT YEAR
AND THE FLATS NOW BEING BUILT WERE 10 PER CENT LARGER ON AVERAGE THAN
THEIR IMMEDIATE PREDECESSORS, AND FOUR TIMES THE SIZE OF THE OLD MARK

II UNITS.

"PHEY HAVE A FULL RANGE OF COMMUNITY FACILITIES, SET OUT IN A
PLEASANT AND CAREFULLY PLANNED ENVIRONMENT. RENTS MAY NEED TO BE
INCREASED 1IN LINE WITH THE COMMUNITY'S GROWING PROSPERITY; BUT THEY
WILL CONTINUE TO BE FAIR AND AFFORDABLE," HE SAID.

IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR HOUSING PROGRAMME, SIR DAVID SAID WE MUST
RESPOND TO THE WISH OF MORE AND MORE FAMILIES TO OWN THEIR OWN HOMES.

HE SAID MORE THAN 100,000 FAMILIES WERE ALREADY LIVING IN FLATS
BUILT UNDER THE HOME OWNERSHIP SCHEME AND THE RELATED PRIVATE SECTOR
PARTICIPATION SCHEME.

BY THE END OF THE DECADE, THE NUMBER OF FLATS BUILT UNDER THESE
SCHEMES WOULD HAVE MORE THAN TREBLED TO 350,000.

"THE YEARS AHEAD WILL ALSO SEE THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OFFERING
GOOD QUALITY RENTAL UNITS FOR SALE TO SITTING TENANTS. AND THE HOME
PURCHASE LOAN SCHEME WILL CONTINUE TO HELP MORE OF THE AUTHORITY'S
TENANTS TO BUY THEIR OWN HOMES," SIR DAVID SAID.

HOWEVER, THE GOVERNOR POINTED OUT THAT THE DEMAND FOR BETTER-
DESIGNED AND MORE SPACIOUS FLATS, INCREASINGLY OWNER-OCCUPIED, COULD
NOT BE MET BY THE GOVERNMENT ALONE.

“INDEED, IT WOULD BE WRONG FOR THIS RESPONSIBILITY TO FALL ON
THE PUBLIC SECTOR AS HEAVILY AS IT HAS IN THE PAST.

"s0 WE LOOK TO A FURTHER EXPANSION OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR’S
CONTRIBUTION. BY THE END OF THE DECADE, WE EXPECT THE PRIVATE SECTOR
TO BE PRODUCING NEARLY HALF OF ALL NEW HOUSING IN HONG KONG," SIR
DAVID SAID.

g S e

IMPROVED BASIC STANDARD, GREATER CHOICE IN EDUCATION NEEDED
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ x

THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, TODAY (WEDNES 3 AT
iSDAY) SAID THAT 1IN

EDUCATION, AS IN HOUSING, WE ARE FACING PRESSURES BOTH FOR IMPROVED

BASIC STANDARDS AND FOR GREATER CHOICE. :

SIR DAVID SAID THE GROWING SOPHISTICATION OF ( {CON [

] . b OQUR ECONOMY HAD
PUT A PREMIUM ON BETTER EDUCATED AND BETTER TRAINED PEOPLE AND THE
RAPID GROWTH OF OUR SERVICES SECTOR IN THE 19808 HAD CREATED AN
UPSURGE IN DEMAND FOR NEW SKILLS AND QUALIFICATIONS.

JNOTING THAT




NOTING THAT THE PRESENT SUPPLY OF GRADUATES
TO KEEP UP WITH THE GROWING REQUIREMENTS OF EMPIL(
POINTED OUT THAT IN HIS LAST POLICY ADDRESS HE
INCREASE THE NUMBER OF LOCAL GRADUATES AS QUICKLY
ASKED THE UNIVERSITY AND POLYTECHNIC GRANTS COMMITTEE
TO ACHIEVE A MAJOR INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF FIRST-
PLACES.

THE COMMITTEE HAD NOW PRODUCED A PLAN WHICH
NUMBERS NEEDED AND, AT THE SAME TIME, MAINTAIN
RECOGNISED STANDARDS.

"ITS PROPOSALS WILL MEAN THAT, BY 1994, SIX OUT OF 10

LEAVING THE SIXTH FORM WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO STUDY FOR A

COURSE AT ONE OF OUR TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS.

"THE UNIVERSITY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, WHICH
SCHEDULE NEXT AUTUMN, WILL PLAY A SIGNIFICANT ROLE IN TH
THE GOVERNOR SAID.

RECOGNISING THE EDUCATION EXPANSION PROGRAMME WAS A
THE STRAIN WOULD FALL PARTICULARLY HEAVILY ON THE TEACHING
DAVID SAID WE SHOULD NEED TO RECRUIT UP TO 3,000 NEW
TEACHERS, AGAINST A WORLDWIDE SHORTAGE OF ACADEMICS AND
BACKGROUND OF LOSSES THROUGH EMIGRATION.

"THIS WILL NOT BE EASY; BUT THE UPGC HAS ALREADY
RECOMMENDATIONS ON WAYS TO MEET THE CHALLENGE," HE SAID.

ON THE NEED TO MOVE FROM QUANTITY TO QUALITY IN T

SCHOOLING, THE GOVERNOR SAID WE NOW HAD SUFFICIENT SCHOOL énﬁﬁxh;. AND
WE NEEDED TO RAISE THEIR STANDARD AND TACKLE MANY QUALITY-RELATED

ISSUES.

"WE HAVE ALREADY INTRODUCED INTO THE CURRICUL
I

UM
INCLUDING

SUBJECTS DESIGNED TO MEET MODERN EXPECTATIONS,
DESIGN, DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY AND COMPUTER STUDIES.

"WE HAVE REFORMED THE SIXTH FORM CURRICULUNM; AND
EXAMINATIONS WILL BE HELD IN THE MEDIUM OF CHINESE IN 1992.

"THESE IMPROVEMENTS ARE PART OF THE CONSTANT UPDATING

TO KEEP UP WITH NEW DEMANDS AND REACH HIGHER STANDARDS," THE
SAID.

THE GOVERNOR POINTED OUT THAT BOTH HIGHER STANDARDS
CHOICE WERE IMPORTANT AND GIVING FAMILIES GREATER REEI
WAS THE PHILOSOPHY BEHIND THE NEW DIRECT SUBSIDY SCHEME.

"EXISTING AIDED OR PRIVATE SCHOOLS WHICH QUALIFY |
THIS SCHEME WILL HAVE SUBSTANTIAL FREEDOM IN SELECTING
PUPILS; SETTING THEIR OWN CURRICULA; AND MANAGING THEIR OWN

"THE GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY THEY GET WILL BE IN DIRECT
TO THE NUMBER OF PUPILS THEY ATTRACT.
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"THE SCHEME IS INTENDED TO 'VELOP A THRIVING
PRIVATE SECTOR IN EDUCATION. PARENTS WILL THEN
ALTERNATIVE TO WHAT 15 OFFERED BY THE PUBLIC SECTOR, '
SAID.

HOWEVER, THE GOVERNOR SAID THESE IME
ENOUGH AND THERE WERE STILL SOME COMPLEX A
WHICH WE WOULD HAVE TO TACKLE WITH IMAGINATION

"THE TIME HAS COME TO REVIEW THE STRENGTHS AND
OUR BASIC CURRICULUM, AND TO DECIDE WHETHER IT MEETS TI
CHILDREN.

"WE MUST LOOK AT HOW TO DEVELOP
TARGETS FOR STUDENTS AND THEN TESTS HOW
HAVE DONE IN MEETING THESE GOALS.

"WE MUST FACE UP TO THE HOTLY-DEBATE
EDUCATION AND DECIDE WHAT IS THE RIGHT ANSWER
SIR DAVID SAID.

HE SAID ALL THESE ISSUES WOULD
EDUCATION COMMISSION'S FOURTH REPORT, WHIC
NEXT MONTH.

"THERE WILL THEN BE A CHANCE FOR PUBLIC ENT. 'HE DECISIONS
WE TAKE AFTER THAT WILL BE CRUCIAL IN DE’ RMINING THE QUALITY OF THE

EDUCATION IN OUR SCHOOLS IN THE 1990S5," HE
NOTING THAT A GOOD EDUCATION REMAINED ONE OF 1HE NUSH PORTANT
ASPIRATIONS OF EVERY HONG KONG FAMILY, THE GOVERNOR SAID. BY THE END
OF THE CENTURY, ALL PARENTS WOULD BE ABLE TO SEND THEIR CHILDREN TO
PRIMARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS WHICH PROVIDED A RELEVANT CURRICULUM,
MODERN FACILITIES AND WELL-TRAINED AND MOTIVATED TEACHERS

"THERE WILL BE A GREATER VARIETY OF SCHOOLS TO CHOOSE FROM,
INCLUDING PRIVATE SCHOOLS OFFERING THEIR OWN CURRICULA. X

"FOR THOSE WITH THE INCLINATION AND THE ABILITY, THERE WILL BE
THE ' OPPORTUNITY TO GO ON TO HIGHER EDUCATION OR VOCATIONAL TRAINING
WITHIN HONG KONG. THE EDUCATION THEY RECEIVE WILL BE DIRECTLY
RELEVANT TO THE NEEDS OF THE ECONOMY .

"AND, FOR THOSE WHO HAVE NOT BENEFITTED FROM HIGHER EDUCATION,
OR WHO WISH TO UPDATE THEIR SKILLS, THERE WILL BE IISATIONS LIKE
THE OPEN LEARNING INSTITUTE TO PROVIDE THE OPPORTUNITY FOR SELF-
IMPROVEMENT," THE GOVERNOR SAID.
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1991 WILL BE LANDMARK YEAR IN HEALTH FIELD
¥ X X % %

NEXT YEAR WILL BE A LANDMARK YEAR IN THE HEALTH FIELD, WITH
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ACADEMY OF MEDICINE, THE INTEGRATION OF
PUBLIC AND SUBVENTED HOSPITALS INTO THE HOSPITAL AUTHORITY, AND NEW
INITIATIVES FROM THE PRIMARY HEALTH CARE WORKING PARTY, THE GOVERNOR,
SIR DAVID WILSON, SAID TODAY (WEDNESDAY ) .

"“THESE ARE ALL INVESTMENTS IN THE LONG-TERM HEALTH OF OUR
COMMUNITY," HE SAID, ADDING THAT SOME OF THESE CHANGES INVOLVED A
FUNDAMENTAL RE-BUILDING OF THE MEDICAL AND HEALTH SYSTEM.

"BUT IF WE CAN MEET THE CHALLENGE, WE WILL SOON SEE AN END TO
CAMP-BEDS, TO LONG QUEUES AT CLINICS AND TO MANY OTHER UNSATISFACTORY
FEATURES OF OUR PRESENT SYSTEM," HE SAID.

HE SAID BY THE YEAR 2000, THERE WOULD BE ACCESSIBLE, DISTRICT-
BASED HOSPITALS RUN EFFICIENTLY AND COST-EFFECTIVELY BY THE HOSPITAL
AUTHORITY; INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS OF SPECIALISED MEDICAL TRAINING,
MORE EXTENSIVE USE OF PREVENTIVE HEALTH CARE, AND A WIDER CHOICE OF
HIGHER QUALITY MEDICAL SERVICES FOR ALL PEOPLE AT PRICES THEY COULD
AFFORD.

SIR DAVID SAID THE 19908 WOULD ALSO SEE MAJOR IMPROVEMENTS IN
MEDICAL SERVICES AND FACILITIES.

"WE CAN ALREADY BE PROUD OF OUR ACHIEVEMENTS IN PROVIDING
VIRTUALLY FREE MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES TO ALL.

"HONG KONG PEOPLE LIVE LONGER, HEALTHIER LIVES THAN PEOPLE IN
MANY DEVELOPED COUNTRIES. OUR AVERAGE LIFE EXPECTANCY IS 74 YEARS FOR
MEN AND 80 FOR WOMEN. THIS IS TWO YEARS LONGER THAN IN EITHER BRITAIN
OR THE USA. BUT, AS WITH HOUSING AND EDUCATION, EXPECTATIONS HAVE
RISEN IN LINE WITH GREATER PROSPERITY," THE GOVERNOR SAID.

AT THE SAME TIME, THE RATE OF PROGRESS IN MEDICAL KNOWLEDGE AND
TECHNOLOGY WAS SO RAPID THAT THERE WAS CONSTANT PRESSURE TO INTRODUCE
NEW FACILITIES AND TYPES OF TREATMENT .

THE GOVERNOR SAID NEW SERVICES WERE ENORMOUSLY EXPENSIVE.
ALREADY THE AVERAGE COST OF PROVIDING A BED IN A GOVERNMENT HOSPITAL
WAS OVER $1,000 PER DAY AND, OF THIS, 97 PER CENT WAS MET BY THE
TAXPAYER.

"WE CAN BE PROUD THAT PROPER TREATMENT FOR THE SICK IS NOT A
PRIVILEGE RESERVED FOR THE BETTER OFF.

"BUT WE CANNOT CONTINUE TO PROVIDE MORE AND MORE SOPHISTICATED
TREATMENT, OR THE CHOICE OF SERVICE THAT PEOPLE INCREASINGLY WANT,
UNLESS WE BEGIN TO MOVE AWAY FROM OUR TRADITIONAL ’PUBLIC ASSISTANCE’
APPROACH TO HOSPITAL CARE. THIS HAS TENDED TO ASSUME THAT THE AVERAGE
IN-PATIENT IS IMPOVERISHED.

/"IN THE
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"IN THE HONG KONG OF THE 1990S, SUCH AN APPROACH WILL BE OUT OF
DATE," SIR DAVID SAID.

POINTING OUT THAT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE HOSPITAL AUTHORITY
WAS A MAJOR STEP TOWARDS ACHIEVING AN IMPROVED AND MORE EFFICIENT
STANDARD OF PROVISION, THE GOVERNOR SAID THE BIRTH OF THE AUTHORITY
WAS NOT PAINLESS.

"PHIS WAS NO SURPRISE, GIVEN THE SIZE AND COMPLEXITY OF THE
CHANGES INVOLVED. NOW THAT THE INITIAL HURDLES HAVE BEEN CLEARED AND
WE HAVE THE NEW MANAGEMENT TEAM IN PLACE, I HOPE THAT ALL CONCERNED
WILL WORK TOGETHER TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE SCOPE FOR IMPROVEMENT
WHICH THE NEW SYSTEM WILL OFFER," HE SAID.

BY NEXT YEAR, THE AUTHORITY WOULD HAVE TAKEN OVER THE
MANAGEMENT OF ALL PUBLIC HOSPITALS, AND THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN
GOVERNMENT AND SUBVENTED FACILITIES WOULD GRADUALLY DISAPPEAR. ALL
PUBLIC HOSPITALS WOULD BE INTEGRATED INTO A SYSTEM WHICH WOULD
PERMIT BOTH THE BETTER DEPLOYMENT OF RESOURCES AND THE
ELIMINATION OF OVERCROWDING.

"ONCE BETTER SERVICES ARE IN PLACE, WE CAN CONSIDER' A FEE
STRUCTURE THAT TAKES MORE ACCOUNT OF THE IMPROVED INCOMES OF SO MANY
OF OUR FAMILIES.

"BUT WE WILL STILL HAVE A SYSTEM OF WAIVING CHARGES FOR THOSE
UNABLE TO PAY. IT WILL REMAIN A KEY PRINCIPLE THAT NO ONE WILL BE
DENIED ADEQUATE MEDICAL TREATMENT BECAUSE OF LACK OF MEANS. AS A
RESULT, HOSPITAL SERVICES WILL REMAIN HIGHLY SUBSIDISED BY THE
TAXPAYER," SIR DAVID SAID.

NEVERTHELESS, THE GOVERNOR SAID HE BELIEVED THAT A GROWING
NUMBER OF FAMILIES IN THE 1990S WOULD WISH TO USE THEIR INCREASING
INCOMES TO PURCHASE THE TYPE OF HEALTH CARE THEY WANTED. .

"THEIR ABILITY TO DO SO WILL BE MADE THAT MUCH GREATER BY THE
EXPANSION OF MEDICAL INSURANCE SCHEMES. IN ADDITION, WE CAN EXPECT
BOTH PUBLIC AND PRIVATE HOSPITALS TO FIND WAYS TO CATER FOR THIS NEW
TYPE OF DEMAND FOR HEALTH CARE," HE SAID.

SIR DAVID SAID ONE PROPOSAL NOW BEING CONSIDERED WAS THE
INTRODUCTION OF "B-CLASS" WARDS INTO PUBLIC HOSPITALS. THESE WOULD
PROVIDE MORE SPACE AND PRIVACY FOR THOSE WHO WERE PREPARED TO PAY FOR
A LEVEL OF SERVICE ABOVE THAT OF THE ORDINARY PUBLIC WARDS.

THIS WAS ALL PART OF GIVING PEOPLE A WIDER RANGE OF SERVICES
FROM WHICH TO CHOOSE.

THE GOVERNOR SAID THAT WITH THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE HOSPITAL

AUTHORITY, WE COULD MOVE FORWARD TO THE SECOND STAGE OF REFORM: THE
BETTER PROVISION OF PRIMARY HEALTH CARE.

J"THE AIM
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"THE AIM WILL BE TO PROVIDE A HIGH QUALITY SERVICE DIRECTED AT
THE SPECIFIC NEEDS OF THE INDIVIDUAL. WE NEED TO PLACE GREATER
EMPHASIS ON THE CONTINUITY OF CARE, FROM PREVENTION THROUGH TO CURE,
AND ACHIEVE A BETTER BALANCE BETWEEN HEALTH CARE AND HOSPITAL
TREATMENT.

"IMPROVED PRIMARY HEALTH SERVICES CAN BRING FURTHER
IMPROVEMENTS IN THE GENERAL STANDARD OF THE COMMUNITY’S HEALTH AND
REDUCE THE NEED FOR HOSPITALISATION," HE SAID.

SIR DAVID SAID THE WORKING PARTY ON PRIMARY HEALTH CARE WAS NOW
EXAMINING THE SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS OF WOMEN, THE YOUNG AND THE
ELDERLY.

IT WAS LOOKING AT HOW TO INVOLVE HEALTH CARE WORKERS, TEACHERS,
SOCIAL WORKERS, PARENTS AND VOLUNTEERS IN IMPROVED PROGRAMMES OF
HEALTH EDUCATION.

THE WORKING PARTY WAS ALSO STUDYING HOW A COMPUTERISED SYSTEM
COULD PROVIDE ESSENTIAL INFORMATION FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH, AND HOW TO
IMPROVE TRAINING IN FAMILY MEDICINE FOR DOCTORS AND NURSES AT OUT-
PATIENT CLINICS.

"I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE WORKING

PARTY BEFORE THE END OF THE YEAR," THE GOVERNOR SAID.

IMPROVING SOCIAL WELFARE WITHOUT CREATING DEPENDENCY CULTURE
¥ X X X X%

THE CHALLENGE FOR HONG KONG IS TO IMPROVE OUR SOCIAL SERVICES
WITHOUT CREATING THE SORT OF DEPENDENCY CULTURE FOUND IN SOME WESTERN
WELFARE STATES, THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, SAID TODAY
(WEDNESDAY ) .

HE SAID THE FACT THAT SOCIAL WELFARE BENEFIT LEVELS WERE
REGULARLY REVIEWED TO MAINTAIN THEIR REAL PURCHASING POWER SHOWED THE
COMMITMENT MADE TO PROVIDING COMPREHENSIVE ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE IN
NEED OF FINANCIAL HELP, CARE OR PROTECTION.

"WE HAVE IN PLACE A SAFETY-NET FOR THE NEEDY AND  THE
VULNERABLE," HE SAID.

SIR DAVID POINTED OUT THAT WE WOULD NOT BE SATISFIED WITH
ACHIEVING SIMPLY A LEVEL OF BASIC PROVISION.

"HONG KONG IS A DYNAMIC AND CONSTANTLY DEVELOPING BOCIETY.

FULL EMPLOYMENT MEANS THAT JOBS AND REASONABLE WAGES ARE AVAILABLE TO
VIRTUALLY EVERYONE.

/"BUT CHANGING




"BUT CHANGING ,IFE STYLES AND SOCIAL HABITS, CHANGE IN THE
POPULATION STRUCT! AND NEW PRESSURES ON TRADITIONAL INSTITUTIONS
LIKE THE FAMILY CREATE, INEVITABLY EW TENSIONS AND STRAINS.

NOTING THAT SOME INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES COULD NOT COPE
WITHOUT OUTSIDE SUPPORT, SIR DAVID SAID: "OUR EXISTING SOCIAL
SERVICES ALREADY TAKE CARE OF THE BASIC NEEDS OF THESE PEOPLE.

"INCREASINGLY, THEY NOW TEND TO REQUIRE PROFESSIONAL GUIDANCE
RATHER THAN FINANCIAL HELP - A SIGNIFICANT BREAK WITH THE PAST IN THE
WELFARE FIELD," HE SAID.

ON THE WHITE PAPER ON WELFARE SERVICES WHICH HAD BEEN PUBLISHED
FOR PUBLIC COMMENT, SIR DAVID SAID THIS IMPORTANT DOCUMENT WOULD BE
ISSUED IN ITS FINAL FORM EARLY NEXT YEAR.

"THE DRAFT WHITE PAPER EMPHASISES THE 1JL\’-T.U-1 INT OF SERVICES
TO SUPPORT THE INTEGRITY OF THE FAMILY. RIGHTLY SO. THE FAMILY HAS A
CRUCIAL ROLE I TRC
TO ITS MEMBERS.

NG CARE, MUTUAL SUPPORT AND EMOTIONAL SECURITY

"CHANGES OVER THE NEXT TEN YEARS WILL BRING WITH THEM
INCREASING PRESSURES ON :Hr v\ﬂniﬂ OF OUR SOCIETY. IN SUCH TIMES OF
CHANGE, IT IS ESSENTIAL FOR OUR SOCIAL WELFARE SERVICES TO PRESERVE,
STRENGTHEN AND SUPPORT Tdu FAMILY AS THE FOUNDATION OF OUR COMMUNITY,"
THE GOVERNOR SAID.

HE SAID ONE IMPORTANT PROPOSAL WHICH HAD EMERGED IN THE DRAFT
WHITE PAPER WAS THE SUGGESTION TO GIVE FAMILIES ON PUBLIC ASSISTANCE A
CHILD SUPPLEMENT TO HELP TOWARDS THE EXTRA COSTS OF THE FOOD AND
RECREATION WHICH EVERY CHILD NEEDED FOR HEALTHY DEVELOPMENT.

IN ADDITION, MORE SERVICES IN THE FORM OF DAY CARE CENTRES,
AFTER SCHOOL CARE PROGRAMMES AND HOME HELP SERVICES WOULD BE NLLDEW TO
EASE THE BURDEN UPON THE INCREASING NUMBER OF FAMILIES WHERI BOTH
PARENTS WERE AT WORK.

SIR Dr\l"lﬂ SA "L_" NEXT YEAR WOULD ALSO SEE THE INTRODUCTION OF NEW
LEGISLATION TO HILDREN BETTER PROTECTION FROM THE RISK OF ABUSE
OR NEGLECT

"LONGER LIFE EXPECTANCY AND A LOW BIRTH-RATE ARE NOW PRODUCING
AN OLDER SOCIETY. SOME 15 PER CENT OF OUR POPULATION WILL BE OVER THE
AGE OF 60 SOON. THIS UNDERLINES THE IMPORTANCE OF PROVIDING ADEQUATE
SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY," HE SAID.

THE GOVERNOR SAID THE OLD AGE ALLOWANCE WOULD BE EXTENDED IN
APRIL TO INCLUDE ALL HONG KONG RESIDENTS AGED 65 OR ABOVE. IT WOULD
THEN BE PAYABLE TO SOME BBD,DDO PEOPLE - NEARLY SEVEN PER CENT OF THE
POPULATION.

"AS THE DRAFT WHITE PAPER MAKES CLEAR, WE WILL ALSO HAVE TO

PROVIDE MORE RESIDENTIAL CARE FOR THE ELDERLY AND DEVELOP NEW
APPROACHES, SUCH AS SELF-SUPPORTING BUT NON-PROFIT-MAKING HOMES .

/"LEGISLATION WILL
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"LEGISLATION WILL BE INTRODUCED TO ENSURE THAT RESIDENTIAL
SERVICES FOR OLD PEOPLE MEET ACCEPTABLE STANDARDS," SIR DAVID SAID.

THE GOVERNOR SAID ANOTHER IMPORTANT GROUP WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
WAS THE DISABLED.

"SOME MEASURES TO IMPROVE THE RANGE AND QUALITY OF OUR
REHABILITATION SERVICES ARE ALREADY IN HAND. BUT WE NEED NOW TO STAND
BACK AND RE-EXAMINE OUR POLICIES IN THIS AREA.

"1 HAVE, THEREFORE, ASKED THE SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE
TO PREPARE A COMPREHENSIVE GREEN PAPER, RECOMMENDING THE WAY FORWARD
FOR OUR POLICY ON ASSISTANCE TO THE DISABLED IN THE 1990S.

"IN DOING 80, WE SHOULD AVOID PRECONCEIVED IDEAS ABOUT THE
ABILITIES OF HANDICAPPED PEOPLE. WE MUST ACCEPT A RESPONSIBILITY TO
WORK WITH THEM TO HELP THEM LEAD LIVES AS DIGNIFIED AND FULFILLING AS
THE ABLE-BODIED," HE SAID.

e o

PADS VITAL TO HK’S RAPID GROWTH IN THE NEXT CENTURY
¥ ¥ X X X

THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, TODAY (WEDNESDAY) REITERATED
THAT THE PORT AND AIRPORT DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY (PADS) WILL GIVE HONG
KONG THE AIRPORT AND PORT FACILITIES THAT ARE ESSENTIAL FOR ITS RAPID
GROWTH AS A MAJOR BUSINESS CENTRE IN THE NEXT CENTURY.

BRINGING LEGISLATIVE COUNCILLORS UP-TO-DATE ON THE PROGRESS OF
THE PADS AND THE OTHER AMBITIOUS INFRASTRUCTURAL PROJECTS WHICH THE
GOVERNMENT WAS UNDERTAKING IN THE 19908, SIR DAVID SAID FIRST HE
SHOULD LIKE TO DISPEL SOME COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT THE NATURE OF
PADS AND ITS LONG TERM COSTS AND BENEFITS.

HE SAID THE PADS WAS NOT A SINGLE PROJECT. IT wWAS A CO-
ORDINATED PACKAGE OF PROJECTS WHICH WOULD TRANSFORM OUR TRANSPORT
INFRASTRUCTURE OVER THE NEXT DECADE AND BEYOND.

"THERE SHOULD BE NO DOUBT THAT THESE PROJECTS ARE ESSENTIAL TO
HONG KONG’S FUTURE PROSPERITY.

"NATURALLY THEY ARE EXPENSIVE. SOUND FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT WILL
BE NECESSARY," HE SAID.

STR DAVID SAID WE WOULD ALSO HAVE TO STRIKE THE RIGHT BALANCE
BETWEEN THE DEMANDS OF THE GOVERNMENT’S CURRENT AND MEDIUM-TERM
COMMITMENTS AND THESE LARGE CAPITAL PROJECTS, WHOSE BENEFITS WOULD NOT
BE FELT UNTIL THE LATTER PART OF THE 1990S.

J"NEVERTHELESS, THERE .......
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"NEVERTHELESS, THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT, PROPERLY MANAGED, THESE
PROJECTS ARE WITHIN OUR FINANCIAL CAPABILITY," HE STRESSED.

THE GOVERNOR SAID BY ANY MEASURE, PADS OFFERED EXCELLENT FUTURE
RETURNS AS A SOUND [NVESTMENT .

IN THE MEDIUM TERM, THE MOST OBVIOUS BENEFIT WOULD BE THE NEW
LAND WHICH IT WOULD OPEN UP FOR DEVELOPMENT.

ON THE NORTH LANTAU COAST, SOME 200 HECTARES OF LAND WOULD BE
FORMED FOR INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT ALONG THE APPROACHES TO THE NEW
AIRPORT.

THE WEST KOWLOON RECLAMATION WOULD GIVE US ABOUT ANOTHER 170
HECTARES OF LAND FOR INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL AND RESIDENTIAL
DEVELOPMENT .

THE GOVERNOR POINTED OUT THAT IN ADDITION, ONCE THE NEW AIRPORT
WAS BUILT, THE 270 HECTARE SITE OF THE PRESENT KAI TAK AIRPORT WOULD
BE AVAILABLE FOR DEVELOPMENT, AND THE WAY WOULD BE OPEN FOR RECLAIMING
OVER 300 HECTARES OF NEW LAND IN KOWLOON BAY.

"TAKING INTO ACCOUNT ONLY THE AREAS I HAVE JUST MENTIONED, THIS
MEANS THAT THE NEW ATRPORT PROJECT ALONE WILL CREATE A POTENTIAL
REVENUE FROM LAND SALES OF NEARLY $40 BILLION AT PRESENT DAY PRICES.

"FURTHER POTENTIAL FOR RE-DEVELOPMENT WILL RESULT FROM THE
REMOVAL, IN DUE COURSE, OF HEIGHT RESTRICTIONS IN KOWLOON AFTER THE
CLOSURE OF KAI TAK," THE GOVERNOR SAID.

St Ty [

AIRPORT PROJECT PROVIDES CORNERSTONE OF PROSPERITY OF HEKSAR
¥ X ¥ X X%

THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, SAID TODAY (WEDN ESDAY) HE
HOPES TO SEE CHINA'S SUPPORT FOR THE AIRPORT PROJECT WHICH WILL
PROVIDE THE CORNERSTONE OF THE CONTINUED PROSPERITY OF THE HONG
KONG SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGION.

"THIS I8 NOT SOMETHING WHICH JUST AFFECTS HONG KONG. THE NEW
Wil

AIRPORT WIL MAKE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE ECONOMIC

|
DEVELOPMENT «

OF SOUTH CHINA IN GENERAL AND GUANGDONG 1IN PARTICULAR, "
SIR DAVID SAID.

IN TURN, ECONOMIC EXPANSION IN SOUTH CHINA WOULD GENERATE MORE
THAN ENOUGH BUSINESS FOR THE OTHER EXISTING AND PROPOSED AIRPORTS 1IN
THE VICINITY OF HONG KONG.

"WE HAVE PROVIDED THE CHINESE AUTHORITIES WITH COMPREHENSIVE

DETAILS OF OUR PLANS, AND WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO AS THESE PLANS ARE
UPDATED," SIR DAVID SAID.

/HE STRESSED
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HE STRESSED THAT WE COULD NOT AFFORD TO HAVE HONG KONG'S
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CONSTRAINED BY INADEQUATE AIRPORT CAPACITY.

"THIS IS NOT SIMPLY A QUESTION OF CONVENIENCE FOR TRAVELLERS.
IF HONG KONG IS TO MAINTAIN ITS ROLE AS THE REGION'’S KEY FINANCIAL,
TRADING AND COMMERCIAL CENTRE, WE MUST BE ABLE TO MOVE INCREASING
VOLUMES OF PASSENGER AND CARGO TRAFFIC QUICKLY AND EFFICIENTLY," SIR
DAVID SAID.

THE GOVERNOR SAID SINCE HIS ANNOUNCEMENT LAST OCTOBER OF THE
APPROACH WE WOULD TAKE TO PORT AND AIRPORT DEVELOPMENT, THE CASE FOR
BUILDING A NEW AIRPORT AT CHEK LAP KOK HAD BECOME EVEN MORE
COMPELLING.

"OUR EARLIER FORECASTS OF GROWTH IN TRAFFIC AT KAI TAK HAVE
PROVED TOO CONSERVATIVE. OVER THE PAST 12 MONTHS, THE NUMBER OF
PASSENGERS USING THE PRESENT AIRPORT HAS INCREASED BY 11 PER CENT AND
THE NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT MOVEMENTS BY 12 PER CENT.

"AT THIS RATE, KAI TAK WILL REACH SATURATION POINT BY 1994,

"LAST YEAR, 16 MILLION AIR PASSENGERS LANDED OR TOOK OFF FROM
KAI TAK. 1IN TERMS OF INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS, KAI TAK IS NOW THE SIXTH
BUSIEST AIRPORT IN THE WORLD. IT IS THE FOURTH BUSIEST IN TERMS OF
INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT.

"ACCORDING TO OUR PRESENT PROJECTIONS, BY THE YEAR 2000, HONG
KONG WILL NEED TO HANDLE SOME 32 MILLION PASSENGERS A YEAR, OR AN
AVERAGE OF OVER 80,000 PASSENGERS EVERY DAY OF OPERATION," HE SAID.

THE GOVERNOR CAUTIONED THAT FAILURE TO MOVE AHEAD WITH THE NEW
AIRPORT WOULD MEAN POSTPONING OUR PLANS FOR CONTINUING ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT.

"WITHOUT A NEW AIRPORT, THE AIR TRANSPORT AND TOURIST SECTORS
WOULD OBVIOUSLY LOSE SUBSTANTIAL EARNINGS.

"AND, OF COURSE, THE REST OF THE ECONOMY WOULD FACE A LOSS OF '
BUSINESS: BUSINESS WHICH WOULD BE QUICKLY SNAPPED UP BY OUR RIVALS.

"IN THE END, WE WOULD FIND IT HARD TO MAINTAIN HONG KONG'S ROLE
AS A REGIONAL BUSINESS CENTRE, AND BOTH PROFITS AND WAGES WOULD BE PUT
AT RISK," HE SAID.

THE NEW AIRPORT AUTHORITY WOULD COME INTO EXISTENCE NEXT YEAR,
AND 1IN THE MEANTIME, THE PROVISIONAL AUTHORITY WAS HARD AT WORK AND
HAD MADE SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS, THE GOVERNOR SAID.

IN JULY, IT APPOINTED CONSULTANTS TO DRAW UP THE AIRPORT MASTER
PLAN, TO CARRY OUT AN ENGINEERING DESIGN WORK, AND TO ASSESS THE
IMPACT THE NEW AIRPORT WOULD HAVE ON THE ENVIRONMENT.

SIR DAVID SAID THE CONSULTANTS HAD FINISHED THE FIRST PHASE OF
THE MASTER PLAN, INCLUDING RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE ALIGNMENT OF THE TWO
RUNWAYS.

/THE PROVISIONAL ...
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THE PROVISIONAL AUTHORITY WOULD SOON TAKE DECISIONS ON THE
OVERALL LAYOUT OF THE NEW AIRPORT AND THE CONSULTANTS WOULD THEN BE
ABLE TO GO AHEAD WITH THEIR DETAILED DESIGN WORK.

wpHIS WILL BE FINISHED BY NOVEMBER NEXT YEAR. I EXPECT THE
MAIN SITE FORMATION WORKS FOR THE AIRPORT TO BEGIN IN THE SECOND HALF
OF 1991," THE GOVERNOR SAID.

THE GOVERNOR SAID THE PRESENT ESTIMATE OF THE COST OF THE NEW
AIRPORT WAS APPROXIMATELY $38 BILLION AT TODAY'S PRICES, EXCLUDING 1ITS
RELATED TRANSPORT LINKS AND OTHER SUPPORTING INFRASTRUCTURE.

"CONSULTANTS HAVE BEEN APPOINTED TO ADVISE HOW BEST TO HANDLE
THE FINANCING OF THIS MAJOR INVESTMENT.

"BY JUNE NEXT YEAR, THEY WILL HAVE MADE DETAILED
RECOMMENDATIONS ON AN EFFECTIVE FINANCIAL STRATEGY .

"A CRUCIAL PART OF THEIR BRIEF IS TO DEVELOP PLANS FOR CO-
OPERATING WITH THE PRIVATE SECTOR, TO MAKE SURE THAT THE AIRPORT IS
NOT ONLY COMMERCIALLY VIABLE, BUT ALSO MAKES THE MAXIMUM POSSIBLE
CONTRIBUTION TO OUR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT," HE SAID.

TO SUM UP, SIR DAVID SAID, LAST OCTOBER HE ANNOUNCED THAT THE
GOVERNMENT WOULD BUILD A NEW AIRPORT AT CHEK LAP KOK AND THIS DECISION
FOLLOWED DETAILED INVESTIGATIONS OVER MANY YEARS.

"1990 HAS SEEN THE LAYING OF THE VITAL FOUNDATIONS FOR THE
PROJECT, WITH EXPERTS AT WORK ON THE FINANCIAL PACKAGES, AS WELL AS
THE ENGINEERING AND OTHER FEASIBILITY STUDIES.

"WE HAVE MADE A GOOD BEGINNING, AND SOME CONTRACTS ASSOCIATED
WITH THE PROJECT HAVE ALREADY BEEN LET," HE SAID.

THE FIRST WORK ON THE GROUND WOULD BEGIN IN JANUARY NEXT YEAR.
SOON AFTERWARDS, TENDERS WOULD BE CALLED FOR THE LANTAU FIXED
CROSSING, THE CENTREPIECE IN THE NEW ROAD AND RAIL SYSTEM WHICH WOULD
LINK THE AIRPORT TO KOWLOON AND HONG KONG ISLAND. .

SIR DAVID SAID PROGRESS WOULD ACCELERATE AS THE TEAM OF
PROFESSIONALS BEING ASSEMBLED, INCLUDING A CHIEF EXECUTIVE FOR THE
AIRPORT AUTHORITY, TOOK UP THEIR POSTS IN THE MONTHS AHEAD.

"AND WE STILL HAVE SOME FLEXIBILITY TO TAILOR INDIVIDUAL
ELEMENTS WITHIN THE TOTAL PROJECT RESPONSE TO ADDITIONAL DATA AND
FURTHER ANALYSIS BY THE EXPERTS," HE ADDED.
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HK: A MAJOR TRANS-SHIPMENT CENTRE FOR EAST ASIA IN 2000
¥ r x x X

HONG KONG WILL HAVE THE ABILITY TO BE NOT ONLY THE MAJOR EXPORT
OUTLET FOR HONG KONG AND SOUTHERN CHINA, BUT ALSO THE MAJOR TRANS-
SHIPMENT CENTRE FOR EAST ASIA IN THE YEAR 2000, THE GOVERNOR, SIR
DAVID WILSON, SAID TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

HE POINTED OUT THAT BY THE END OF THE DECADE, THE FOCUS OF
ACTIVITY IN OUR PORT WOULD HAVE SHIFTED TO THE WESTERN HARBOUR.

"NEW CONTAINER AND MULTI-PURPOSE TERMINALS WILL BE DEVELOPED ON
A PORT PENINSULA EXTENDING FROM NORTH-EAST LANTAU.

"IN THE YEAR 2000, THE BEST ESTIMATES SUGGEST THAT HONG KONG’S
PORT WILL HANDLE NEARLY 200 MILLION TONNES OF CARGO PER YEAR, THAT IS,
WELL OVER TWICE THE PRESENT LEVEL," HE SAID.

THE GOVERNOR SAID THAT SEPARATE FROM THE NEW AIRPORT, BUT
CLOSELY LINKED TO IT AS PART OF HONG KONG'S ESSENTIAL INFRASTRUCTURE,
WAS THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR PORT FACILITIES.

"AS WITH THE AIRPORT, THIS PROJECT IS VITAL TO OUR CONTINUED
PROSPERITY.

"WITH MORE AND MORE OCEAN-GOING SHIPS ENTERING THE PORT, WE
MUST PLAN AHEAD TO ENSURE THAT HONG KONG KEEPS ITS POSITION AS A KEY
COMMUNICATIONS CENTRE FOR BOTH SOUTHERN CHINA AND SOUTH EAST ASIA," HE
SAID.

SIR DAVID SAID MOST OF THE PORT EXPANSION WOULD BE FINANCED BY
THE PRIVATE SECTOR. THIS WAS A WELL PROVEN APPROACH IN HONG KONG.

"THE RECORD SHOWS THAT THE PRIVATE SECTOR CAN MAKE A FIRST-RATE
JOB OF FINANCING, CONSTRUCTING AND OPERATING THE MAJOR FACILITIES 1IN
OUR PORT," HE SAID.

HE SAID PROGRESS ON TERMINAL SEVEN AT KWAI CHUNG WAS A GOOD
EXAMPLE.

THE FIRST PHASE WAS COMPLETED IN THE RECORD TIME OF 19 MONTHS -
TWO YEARS AHEAD OF SCHEDULE - AND IT WOULD BE FULLY OPERATIONAL IN TWO
WEEKS' TIME.

THE SITE FOR TERMINAL EIGHT WOULD BE LET FOR PRIVATE SECTOR
DEVELOPMENT IN THE FIRST QUARTER OF NEXT YEAR AND THE AIM WAS TO HAVE
IT READY FOR USE DURING 1993, THE GOVERNOR SAID.

SIR DAVID SAID THE GOVERNMENT, TOO, HAD AN IMPORTANT ROLE TO
PLAY IN PORT DEVELOPMENT.

PART OF THIS WAS TO PROVIDE BREAKWATERS, TYPHOON SHELTERS AND
ADDITIONAL LAND FOR CARGO HANDLING AND CONTAINER STORAGE.

/ANOTHER, CRUCIAL,




WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1990

ANOTHER, CRUCIAL, ROLE WAS TO ENSURE THAT ADDITIONAL FACILITIES
BECAME AVAILABLE AT THE RIGHT TIME AND IN THE RIGHT PLACES.

"IN CARRYING OUT THIS TASK, THE ADMINISTRATION WILL NOW HAVE
THE ADVANTAGE OF ADVICE FROM THE PORT DEVELOPMENT BOARD, WHICH STARTED
WORK IN AUGUST," HE POINTED OUT.

THE ESTIMATE OF THE TOTAL COST OF THE NEW PORT DEVELOPMENT WAS
SOME $55 BILLION AT CURRENT PRICES.

BUT, THE GOVERNOR SAID, IT WAS IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER THAT THIS
EXPENDITURE WOULD BE COMMITTED IN PHASES, BETWEEN NOW AND THE YEAR
2006, AND THAT THE COMMERCIAL VIABILITY OF THE DEVELOPMENT WAS
EXPECTED TO INDUCE PRIVATE BUSINESS TO INVEST SOME 80 PER CENT OF THE

FINANCE REQUIRED.

"THE POLICY IS TO PROVIDE NEW PORT CAPACITY AS SOON AS, BUT NO
SOONER THAN, IT IS REQUIRED.

"THIS INCREMENTAL APPROACH MEANS THAT THE DETAILED PHASING OF
EXPENDITURE WILL BE SUBJECT TO CONTINUOUS ADJUSTMENT, SO THAT IT
MATCHES THE CHANGING REQUIREMENTS OF THE ECONOMY," SIR DAVID SAID.

S S e S S

A BETTER CITY TO LIVE IN BY END OF DECADE
X ¥ ¥ ¥ X

MAJOR IMPROVEMENTS TO THE ENVIRONMENT ARE WELL WITHIN OUR
REACH, THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, SAID TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

BY THE END OF THE DECADE, HONG KONG'S HOSPITALS WOULD HAVE
FEWER PATIENTS WITH LUNG DISEASE, AND THE AIR WE BREATHED WOULD BE
CLEANER, SIR DAVID SAID.

WITH THE WIDESPREAD USE OF UNLEADED PETROL AND THE REDUCTION IN
THE NUMBER OF DIESEL-ENGINE VEHICLES, THERE WOULD BE FEWER COMPLAINTS
ABOUT NOISE AND AIR POLLUTION.

"MORE PEOPLE WILL ENJOY A GOOD NIGHT'S SLEEP, UNINTERRUPTED BY
NOISE FROM PILE-DRIVERS, MACHINERY OR AIRCRAFT LANDING AND TAKING OFF.

"CLEANER BEACHES WILL ATTRACT MORE VISITORS. OUR COUNTRY PARKS
WILL REMAIN INTACT, INCLUDING THOSE IN SAI KUNG, PAT SIN AND SOUTH AND
WEST LANTAU, AS WELL AS THE INTERNATIONALLY FAMOUS BIRD SANCTUARY AT

MAI PO," HE SAID.

SIR DAVID SAID EVEN OUR MASSIVE INFRASTRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENTS
SHOULD HAVE THE CAPACITY TO IMPROVE RATHER THAN DAMAGE THE
ENVIRONMENT, BECAUSE THEY PROVIDED THE OPPORTUNITY FOR LESS OVER-

CROWDING AND BETTER URBAN PLANNING.

/IN THE
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IN THE YEAR 2000, THE GOVERNOR SAID, THE NEW AIRPORT WOULD BE
IN OPERATION, WITH ROAD AND RAIL LINKS TO TSING YI AND KOWLOON VIA A
STRING OF BRIDGES AND TUNNELS.

"THE KOWLOON PENINSULA WILL HAVE EXPANDED IN SIZE BY A THIRD AS
A RESULT OF RECLAMATION IN THE WEST.

"IN THE AREA SURROUNDING THE OLD KAI TAK RUNWAY, RECLAMATION
EQUIVALENT TO ALMOST THE ENTIRE SIZE OF KOWLOON TODAY WILL BE NEARING
COMPLETION," HE SAID.

ON HONG KONG ISLAND, SIR DAVID SAID, THE CENTRAL BUSINESS
DISTRICT WOULD HAVE BEEN TRANSFORMED BY ITS EXPANSION ONTO THE NEW
HARBOUR RECLAMATION.

NEW AND WELL-DESIGNED TOWNS WOULD BE UNDER CONSTRUCTION IN TUNG
CHUNG AND TAI HO ON LANTAU.

"IN CARRYING OUT THESE MASSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLANS, BOTH THE
GOVERNMENT AND THE COMMUNITY MUST CONTINUE TO PAY ATTENTION TO OUR
ENVIRONMENT," SIR DAVID STRESSED.

"HERE AGAIN, THERE ARE HARD CHOICES TO BE MADE. WE CANNOT SHY
AWAY FROM DEVELOPMENT IN AN ATTEMPT TO PRESERVE THE STATUS QUO. THAT
WOULD BE STAGNATION. NOR CAN WE PRESS AHEAD REGARDLESS OF THE
CONSEQUENCES. THAT WOULD BE WANTON DESTRUCTION," HE SAID.

SIR DAVID SAID LAST YEAR’S WHITE PAPER ON POLLUTION FORMED THE
BASIS FOR THE GOVERNMENT'S PROGRAMME OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION.

"WE ARE ALREADY OPERATING THE MAIN PROVISIONS OF THE NOISE
CONTROL ORDINANCE; AND THE REQUIREMENT FOR LOWER SULPHUR CONTENT FUEL,
INTRODUCED IN JULY, HAS RESULTED IN A DRAMATIC IMPROVEMENT IN AIR
QUALITY," THE GOVERNOR SAID.

"THE AVERAGE LEVEL OF SULPHUR DIOXIDE IN THE AIR WE BREATHE HAS
FALLEN BY OVER 40 PER CENT TERRITORY-WIDE, AND BY AS MUCH AS 80 PER
CENT IN SOME AREAS. ,

"BY EARLY NEXT YEAR, WHEN WE INTRODUCE UNLEADED PETROL AND TAKE
OTHER MEASURES TO DEAL WITH SMOKY VEHICLES, WE SHOULD BE ABLE TO LOOK
FORWARD TO STILL CLEANER AIR," HE SAID.

MEANWHILE, THE GOVERNOR SAID, THE WATER POLLUTION CONTROL
PROGRAMME WAS BEGINNING TO IMPROVE THE WATER QUALITY AT OUR BEACHES.

THE NUMBER OF BEACHES CLOSED BECAUSE OF UNACCEPTABLE LEVELS OF
POLLUTION HAD BEEN HALVED THIS YEAR TO THREE.

"BUT WE HAVE STILL A LONG WAY TO GO. THE NEXT STAGE IS8 TO
STRENGTHEN THE WATER POLLUTION CONTROL ORDINANCE.

"THIS WILL HAPPEN IN DECEMBER, WHEN AMENDMENTS ALREADY PASSED
BY THIS COUNCIL WILL TAKE EFFECT," HE SAID.
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AS A RESULT, SIR DAVID SAID, SOME 11,000 FACTORIES WOULD HAVE
TO ADOPT MORE STRINGENT ANTI-POLLUTION STANDARDS, SETTING UP TREATMENT
FACILITIES WHERE THESE WERE NECESSARY.

THESE AMENDMENTS ALSO REMOVED PREVIOUSLY PERMITTED EXEMPTIONS,
WHICH VIRTUALLY AMOUNTED TO A LICENCE TO POLLUTE.

"BUT THAT WILL NOT BE THE END OF THE STORY. FURTHER AMENDMENTS
WILL BE PUT TO THIS COUNCIL NEXT YEAR.

"WE MUST ALSO PRESS ON WITH OUR $14 BILLION SEWAGE PROGRAMME.
SITE INVESTIGATION AND ENGINEERING STUDIES FOR THIS HAVE ALREADY
BEGUN.,

"ALL THESE MEASURES WILL IMPROVE DRAMATICALLY THE QUALITY OF
WATER IN OUR NULLAHS AND STREAMS AND, MOST NOTABLY, IN OUR HARBOUR,"
HE SAID.

SIR DAVID POINTED OUT THAT LEGISLATION WAS ONLY PART OF OUR
EFFORT TO IMPROVE THE ENVIRONMENT.

THE COMMISSIONING IN APRIL OF HONG KONG'S FIRST REFUSE TRANSFER
STATION AT KOWLOON BAY HAD MADE IT POSSIBLE TO CLOSE THE JORDAN VALLEY

LANDFILL.

WITHIN THE NEXT FEW MONTHS, THE LAI CHI KOK INCINERATOR WOULD
HAVE BEEN SHUT DOWN - WELCOME NEWS TO THOSE LIVING NEARBY.

HE SAID TENDERS WERE BEING EVALUATED FOR A SECOND TRANSFER
STATION; A THIRD WAS BEING PLANNED; AND A CONTRACT FOR A CHEMICAL
WASTE TREATMENT CENTRE WAS DUE TO BE SIGNED SHORTLY.

"NOR HAVE WE LOST SIGHT OF THE FACT THAT POLLUTION I8 NO
RESPECTER OF BORDERS.

"THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A JOINT HONG KONG-GUANGDONG ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION LIAISON GROUP IN JULY SHOWS YET AGAIN THE IMPORTANCE WE
ATTACH TO CO-OPERATION WITH CHINA ON SPECIFIC ISSUES WHICH AFFECT US-
BOTH," SIR DAVID SAID.

ENCOURAGING AS THESE DEVELOPMENTS WERE, SIR DAVID SAID, THERE
WAS MUCH MORE STILL TO BE DONE.

"I HOPE THAT NOT ONLY THE GOVERNMENT BUT ALSO OUR MAJOR TRADING
AND INDUSTRIAL ORGANISATIONS WILL TAKE PART AND SHOW THEIR
DETERMINATION TO PROTECT OUR ENVIRONMENT.

"THE ADOPTION OF RECYCLING SCHEMES BY COMPANIES AND HOUSING
ESTATES IS A SIGN THAT THE COMMUNITY IS BECOMING INCREASINGLY
CONSCIOUS OF ITS RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ENVIRONMENT," HE SAID.

THE GOVERNOR SAID ONE WELCOME MOVE WAS THE OPENING IN NOVEMBER
LAST YEAR OF A CENTRE OF ENVIEONMENTAL TECHNOLOGY FOR INDUSTRY AT THE
CITY POLYTECHNIC, FUNDED BY THE PRIVATE SECTOR.




WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER
27

FIRST DIRECT ELECTIONS A SIGNIFICANT STEP
IN DEVELOPMENT OF GOVT SYSTEM
¥ X ¥ X X

THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, SAID TODAY (WEDNESDAY) THAT THE
FIRST DIRECT ELECTIONS TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL NEXT YEAR WILL BE A
SIGNIFICANT STEP IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF HONG KONG'S SYSTEM OF
GOVERNMENT .

SIR DAVID TOLD THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL THAT OUR SYSTEM OF
GOVERNMENT WAS A PRODUCT OF OUR UNIQUE CIRCUMSTANCES: OUR STATUS AS A
NON-SOVEREIGN TERRITORY; OUR SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH CHINA; THE
REQUIREMENTS OF OUR ECONOMY; AND THE INCREASING POLITICAL AWARENESS OF
OUR POPULATION.

"OUR SYSTEM HAS EVOLVED TO MEET THE SPECIAL NEEDS AND POSITION
OF HONG KONG. THE NEXT STAGE IN THIS EVOLUTION WILL BE THREE SETS OF
ELECTIONS IN 1991," HE SAID.

"IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THAT ALL SECTORS OF THE COMMUNITY RESPOND
POSITIVELY. WE NEED CANDIDATES OF HIGH CALIBRE, REPRESENTING A WIDE
RANGE OF INTERESTS.

"TAKING PART IN ELECTIONS MEANS BEING PREPARED NOT JUST TO WIN,
BUT TO LOSE AS WELL. THERE IS NO DISHONOUR IN THAT," HE SAID.

APPEALING THE PUBLIC TO EXERCISE ITS RIGHT TO VOTE, SIR DAVID
SAID: "THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG WILL BE ABLE TO MAKE THEIR FULL AND
PROPER CONTRIBUTION TO SHAPING HONG KONG'S FUTURE ONLY IF THEY ACCEPT
A PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ENTHUSIASTIC AND WELL-INFORMED
PARTICIPATION IN THE POLITICAL PROCESS," THE GOVERNOR SAID.

SIR DAVID NOTED THAT MANY PEOPLE WERE STILL UNINTERESTED IN
H WHAT THEY DID BEST -
HELPING THEIR FAMILIES TO ACHIEVE A BETTER STANDARD OF LIVING.

"THERE IS NOTHING UNUSUAL IN THIS, NOR IS IT UNIQUE TO HONG
KONG., BUT WE MUST ENCOURAGE SUCH PEOPLE - WE MUST ENCOURAGE ALL OF
OUR COMMUNITY - TO SUPPORT THOSE WHO WILL SPEAK ON THEIR BEHALF.

"EQUALLY, OUR POLITICIANS MUST BE PREPARED TO FIND OUT WHAT
PEOPLE REALLY THINK - NOT JUST THOSE WHO MAKE THEIR PRESENCE FELT, BUT °
THOSE WHO KEEP QUIET AS WELL - AND PROVIDE LEADERSHIP WHICH MEETS THE
OVERALL NEEDS OF HONG KONG," HE SAID.

SIR DAVID SAID BY THIS TIME NEXT YEAR, THE COMPOSITION OF THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL WOULD BE SUBSTANTIALLY DIFFERENT.

"OFFICIAL MEMBERSHIP WILL BE REDUCED TO THE THREE EX OFFICIO
MEMBERS. THERE WILL BE A SUBSTANTIAL ELECTED MAJORITY.

“THE COMMUNITY WILL LOOK TO MEMBERS OF THIS COUNCIL TO PLAY A
GREATER PART IN THE CONDUCT OF GOVERNMENT BUSINESS, THIS IS A NATURAL
AND WELCOME DEVELOPMENT.
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"THIS IS AN AREA WHERE THE GOVERNMENT HAS MUCH TO LEARN FROM
THE PRIVATE SECTOR. INVESTMENTS IN UPGRADING ESSENTIAL OFFICE
EQUIPMENT WILL ENABLE THE CIVIL SERVICE TO ACHIEVE THE PRODUCTIVITY
GAINS WHICH ARE NECESSARY IF WE ARE TO MEET NEW STANDARDS AND
MAINTAIN STANDARDS AT A TIME OF MINIMAL GROWTH IN MANPOWER.

"COMPUTERISATION IS NOW AN INTEGRAL PART OF LONG-TERM PLANNING
IN GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS. AND MORE CIVIL SERVANTS AT DIFFERENT
LEVELS WILL BE TRAINED IN THE USE OF COMPUTERS," THE GOVERNOR SAID.

CONSTRUCTIVE RELATIONSHIP WITH CHINA FUNDAMENTAL TO FUTURE WELL-BEING
¥ ¥ x ¥ x

THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, TODAY (WEDNESDAY) SAID THAT AS
WE GET NEARER TO 1997, THERE WILL BE AN INCREASING NEED TO MAKE SURE
THAT THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT 1S WELL INFORMED ON TMPORTANT MATTERS OF
POLICY WHICH WILL EXTEND BEYOND 1997,

THE GOVERNOR SAID THE AMBITIOUS SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL
PROGRAMMES WHICH HE HAD DESCRIBED EARLIER IN HIS POLICY SPEECH WERE
BEING UNDERTAKEN AGAINST THE BACKGROUND OF THE TRANSITION TO CHINESE
SOVEREIGNTY.

"IN OUR EVOLVING RELATIONSHIP WITH CHINA, THERE ARE STILL,
INEVITABLY, STRESSES AND STRAINS WHICH CAN ONLY BE OVERCOME BY MUTUAL
EFFORT AND MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING," SIR DAVID SAID.

"ONE THING IS CLEAR. A CONSTRUCTIVE
FUNDAMENTAL TO THE FUTURE WELL-BEING OF HONG KONG, BOTH BEFORE 1997
AND AFTER. NEGLECTING THIS TRUTH, OR MAKING NO ATTEMPT TO FOSTER SUCH
A RELATIONSHIP, WOULD DO NO SERVICE TO THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG," HE
STRESSED.

THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT - AND THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT - HAD
THEREFORE TRIED OVER THE PAST YEAR TO DISPEL MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND TO
IMPROVE OUR WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH PEKING, THE GOVERNOR SAID.

"MY OWN VISIT TO PEKING IN JANUARY WAS PART OF THIS PROCESS.
MR. MAUDE’S VISIT IN JULY PROVIDED A FURTHER VALUABLE OPPORTUNITY FOR
DISCUSSIONS WITH SENIOR CHINESE LEADERS," THE GOVERNOR SAID.

SIR DAVID SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAD TRIED TO CONVINCE THE CHINESE
GOVERNMENT THAT ACTIONS TAKEN OVER THE PAST YEAR ABOUT WHICH THEY HAD
EXPRESSED DOUBT - FOR INSTANCE, THE BRITISH NATIONALITY PACKAGE AND
THE INTRODUCTION OF A DRAFT BILL OF RIGHTS - HAD BEEN PART OF A
SINCERE EFFORT TO BOLSTER HONG KONG SO THAT IT WOULD HAVE THE STRENGTH
TO PROSPER AS A SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGION AFTER 1997.

/M"SIMILARLY OUR
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"SIMILARLY OUR MAJOR INFRASTRUCTURAL PLANS, SUCH AS THE
BUILDING OF THE NEW AIRPORT AND THE EXPANSION OF THE PORT, ARE PART OF
THE LONG-TERM EXPANSION WHICH MUST BE STARTED NOW IF THE HONG KONG
SPECIAL ADMINISTRATIVE REGION IS TO BE GIVEN THE BEST POSSIBLE CHANCE
OF SUCCESS," SIR DAVID SAID.

NOTING THAT THE WORKING ATMOSPHERE BETWEEN OURSELVES AND CHINA
HAD IMPROVED DURING THE YEAR, THE GOVERNOR SAID THE JOINT LIAISON
GROUP MET IN SEPTEMBER AND MADE PROGRESS ON SOME OF THE MATTERS IT WAS
HANDLING.

"IT HAS A GREAT DEAL OF IMPORTANT WORK STILL TO DO IN THE YEARS
AHEAD. FOLLOWING THE UNDERSTANDING REACHED EARLIER THIS YEAR WHICH
WILL ALLOW THE 1995 LEGISLATURE TO CONTINUE BEYOND 1997, WE NOW NEED
TO PLAN FOR THE CONTINUITY OF DAY-TO-DAY ADMINISTRATION.

"THERE ARE MANY COMPLEX LEGAL MATTERS TO BE SORTED OUT -~
INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS AFFECTING HONG KONG, THE LOCALISATION OF LAWS
AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR HONG KONG TO CONTINUE TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR KEY
ELEMENTS OF ITS ECONOMIC LIFE," HE SAID.

THE GOVERNOR SAID THE CONTINUITY OF THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM WAS
ANOTHER AREA OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE STABILITY OF HONG KONG AFTER
1997.

"WE NEED TO GET IN PLACE ARRANGEMENTS FOR ESTABLISHING IN HONG
KONG OUR OWN COURT OF FINAL APPEAL. SO THERE IS MUCH TO DO, AND A
NEED TO TACKLE IT QUICKLY, PRAGMATICALLY AND EFFICIENTLY," HE SAID.

SIR DAVID SAID FOR CHINESE LEADERS TO HAVE A FULL UNDERSTANDING
OF HOW HONG KONG WORKED, WHAT OUR KEY PRIORITIES WERE AND HOW WE WENT
ABOUT TAKING DECISIONS, WOULD BE HELPFUL TO HONG KONG BOTH NOW AND
AFTER 1997.

"AN INCREASE IN THE EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION IN THIS WAY SHOULD
NOT BE SEEN AS GIVING THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT A VETO OVER DECISIONS
WHICH ARE PROPERLY FOR THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT TO TAKE. THEY HAVE
NOT SOUGHT THIS; NOR WOULD I EXPECT THEM TO DO SO," SIR DAVID SAID.

THE GOVERNOR POINTED OUT THAT THE EXTENSIVE AUTONOMY 1IN MANY
FIELDS WHICH HONG KONG NOW ENJOYED WAS OF LONG STANDING, AND ITS
CONTINUATION AFTER 1997 WAS GUARANTEED IN THE JOINT DECLARATION AND
. PROVIDED FOR IN THE BASIC LAW.

"MEANWHILE, THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT HAS UNDERTAKEN IN THE JOINT
DECLARATION TO GIVE ITS CO-OPERATION TO BRITAIN IN THE ADMINISTRATION
OF HONG KONG UP TO THE TRANSFER OF SOVEREIGNTY IN 1997. IT IS IN THIS
CONTEXT THAT OVER THE NEXT FEW YEARS WE AIM TO IMPROVE CONSULTATION,
ACHIEVE A GREATER EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION AND BUILD UP BETTER
UNDERSTANDING ON BOTH SIDES," SIR DAVID POINTED OUT.

HE SAID THAT HONG KONG ALREADY HAD EXTENSIVE CONTACTS WITH THE
CHINESE AUTHORITIES AT THE WORKING LEVEL ON SPECIFIC MATTERS SUCH AS
CROSS-BORDER TRAFFIC, CONTROL OF SMUGGLING AND ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION,
POLLUTION CONTROL AND HEALTH.

/"THESE EXCHANGES ...sses
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LINKS WITH INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS COMMUNITY IS IMPORTANT
¥ ¥ ¥ X X

THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, SAID THE LINKS WITH
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS COMMUNITY IN HONG KONG IS IMPORTANT, NOT ONLY
BECAUSE OF THE INVESTMENT THEY BRING INTO THE TERRITORY, BUT BECAUSE
HONG KONG WILL CONTINUE TO DEPEND IN THE 19908 ON 1ITS ABILITY TO
RESPOND QUICKLY TO THE FLUCTUATING DEMANDS OF WORLDWIDE MARKETS.

"THIS DOES NOT MEAN THAT WE CAN AFFORD TO NEGLECT OUR
TRADITIONAL TRADING PARTNERS, SUCH AS THE UNITED STATES. BUT IT DOES
MEAN THAT WE MUST TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE NEW COMMERCIAL AND FINANCIAL
RELATIONSHIPS EMERGING, NOT ONLY IN CHINA, BUT AROUND THE WORLD," HE
SAID.

SIR DAVID POINTED OUT THAT ECONOMICALLY, HONG KONG HAD A
GLOBAL, AS WELL AS A REGIONAL, ROLE TO PLAY.

HE SAID THAT THE INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS COMMITTEE SET UP LAST
YEAR UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE CHIEF SECRETARY WAS MORE THAN JUST
A SYMBOL OF THE KEY ROLE WHICH OVERSEAS INVESTORS AND COMPANIES WOULD
CONTINUE TO PLAY IN HONG KONG.

"IT BRINGS TOGETHER REPRESENTATIVES OF ALL THE FOREIGN CHAMBERS
OF COMMERCE 1IN A HIGH-LEVEL FORUM WHERE MAJOR PRACTICAL ISSUES OF
CONCERN TO THE OVERSEAS COMMUNITY CAN BE DISCUSSED.

"THIS COMMUNITY IS GROWING FAST. THE TOTAL NUMBER OF OVERSEAS
COMPANIES BASED IN HONG KONG HAS INCREASED FOR THE LAST FIVE YEARS AT
THE RATE OF NEARLY 60 PER YEAR. THIS IS A NET FIGURE: NEW ARRIVALS
FAR MORE THAN COMPENSATE FOR THE FEW, OVER-PUBLICISED CASES OF
COMPANIES DECIDING TO LEAVE," HE SAID.

SIR DAVID SAID IN 1992, THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY WOULD
ESTABLISH THE SINGLE EUROPEAN MARKET AND REMOVE ALL INTERNAL BARRIERS.

"THIS MARKET HAS A TOTAL OF 320 MILLION CONSUMERS, AND ALREADY
ACCOUNTS FOR NEARLY 40 PER CENT OF WORLD TRADE. THE TRANSFORMED
POLITICAL CLIMATE IN EASTERN EUROPE WILL ALSO GIVE OUR EXPORTERS NEW,
LONG-TERM BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES.

"AND, ABOVE ALL, WE MUST LOOK TO THE EXPANDING ECONOMIES OF THE
ASTIA-PACIFIC REGION AS MAJOR TRADING PARTNERS - AS WELL AS RIVALS. 1IN
THE FIRST SIX MONTHS OF THIS YEAR, 60 PER CENT OF OUR TOTAL TRADE WAS
WITH COUNTRIES 1IN THIS REGION, AND THE GROWTH RATE OF OUR DOMESTIC
EXPORTS TO ASIA-PACIFIC COUNTRIES OUTPACED THOSE TO ALL OTHER AREAS.

"SELLING OUR PRODUCTS IN ALL THESE FAST-DEVELOPING MARKETS WILL
REQUIRE NEW SKILLS AND EVEN GREATER ADAPTABILITY. THE COMPETITION,
PARTICULARLY 1IN THE PRESENT ECONOMIC CLIMATE, WILL BE FIERCE. THE
POTENTIAL REWARDS ARE CORRESPONDINGLY GREAT," THE GOVERNOR SAID.
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19908 WILL BE DECADE OF STEADY PROGRESS
¥ ¥ x ¥ X%

THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, SAID TODAY (WEDNESDAY) THAT
1990 HAS BEEN A YEAR OF CONSOLIDATION, AND THE 1990S WILL BE A DECADE
OF STEADY PROGRESS.

"WE FACE THE IMMEDIATE PROSPECT OF A TOUGHER TRADING
ENVIRONMENT AND HIGHER COSTS AND PRICES. WE HAVE FACED DIFFICULT
TIMES BEFORE. WE HAVE ALWAYS HAD THE ABILITY TO BOUNCE BACK AND TO DO
SO QUICKER THAN THE REST OF THE WORLD. WE MUST PUT OURSELVES IN A
POSITION WHERE WE CAN DO THAT AGAIN," SIR DAVID SAID IN CONCLUDING HIS
POLICY SPEECH TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

"IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT WE RETAIN OUR COMPETITIVENESS 1IN WORLD
MARKETS. TO DO SO, WE MUST MINIMISE THE EFFECTS OF WAGE AND PRICE
INCREASES.

"IN A FREE ENTERPRISE ECONOMY, THIS MEANS ALLOWING MARKET
MECHANISMS TO OPERATE EFFICIENTLY. PUBLIC EXPENDITURE MUST REMAIN
UNDER TIGHT CONTROL, BUT AT THE SAME TIME WE MUST TAKE STEPS TO
PROTECT THOSE MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY WHO ARE MOST VULNERABLE TO
INCREASES IN THE COST OF LIVING," HE SAID.

THE GOVERNOR POINTED OUT THAT A SERIES OF PROGRAMMES HAD BEGUN
LAST YEAR WHICH WOULD TRANSFORM OUR INFRASTRUCTURE; UPGRADE OUR SOCIAL
SERVICES; AND MODERNISE OUR POLITICAL SYSTEM.

"WE HAVE NOT BEEN INTIMIDATED BY THESE CHALLENGES. TODAY 1
HAVE REPORTED ON A YEAR OF SIGNIFICANT PROGRESS TOWARDS OUR
OBJECTIVES," HE SAID.

SIR DAVID SAID WORK ON THE NEW AIRPORT, EXPANSION OF THE PORT
AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE RELATED TRANSPORT LINKS WAS WELL UNDERWAY.

"WE STILL HAVE SOME HARD DECISIONS TO MAKE, AND MANY OF THE
DETAILS HAVE YET TO BE SETTLED. NEVERTHELESS, THESE PROJECTS ARE
ESSENTIAL INVESTMENTS IN HONG KONG'S FUTURE, AND WE SHOULD BE CLEAR IN,
OUR DETERMINATION TO SEE THEM CARRIED OUT," HE SAID.

ON SOCIAL SERVICES, HE SAID: "IN THE NEXT DECADE, THERE WILL BE
MAJOR ADVANCES 1IN THE QUALITY AND RANGE OF OUR SOCIAL SERVICES, ON
WHICH THE QUALITY OF LIFE OF ORDINARY HONG KONG FAMILIES DEPENDS. WE
HAVE MOVED INTO A NEW PHASE."

THE GOVERNOR SAID THE ESSENTIAL STRUCTURE OF OUR SOCIAL
SERVICES WOULD REMAIN, AND STANDARDS WOULD IMPROVE. PROTECTION OF THE
VULNERABLE IN OUR COMMUNITY WOULD REMAIN A PRIORITY, BUT WE HAD NO
INTENTION OF MOVING TOWARDS A STATE WELFARE SYSTEM WHICH CARRIED THE
INEVITABLE RISK OF UNDERMINING THE ROLE OF THE FAMILY AND CREATING
DEPENDENCE ON GOVERNMENT SERVICES.

"IN OUR NEXT STAGE OF DEVELOPMENT, SERVICES WILL BE UPGRADED.

THERE WILL BE A MUCH WIDER CHOICE. NO-ONE WILL BE DEPRIVED OF OUR
HIGHER LEVEL OF STANDARD SERVICES THROUGH LACK OF MEANS.

/"BUT THOSE
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"BUT THOSE WHO CAN AFFORD TO WILL BE ASKED TO PAY MORE FOR THE
STANDARD SERVICES THEY RECEIVE, AND THEY WILL HAVE THE CHANCE TO
CHOOSE, AND PAY FOR, ADDITIONAL SERVICES BEYOND THE BASIC LEVEL."

THE GOVERNOR SAID THE ESSENCE OF THE HONG KONG WAY OF LIFE WAS
THE INDIVIDUAL’S ABILITY TO TAKE DECISIONS AND TO TAKE RESPONSIBILITY
FOR HIMSELF AND HIS FAMILY.

"THIS WILL BE THE DECADE OF GREATER FREEDOM OF CHOICE.
POLITICALLY, WE HAVE REACHED THE POINT WHERE THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG
MUST ASSUME GREATER RESPONSIBILITY. THE THREE SETS OF ELECTIONS IN
1991 ARE THE NEXT STAGE IN THE EVOLUTION OF OUR POLITICAL SYSTEM.

"NOW IS THE TIME FOR HONG KONG TO DEVELOP ITS OWN LEADERS: TO
FIND HONG KONG SOLUTIONS TO HONG KONG PROBLEMS," SIR DAVID SAID.

"WE ARE NOW DEVELOPING THE PHYSICAL, SOCIAL AND POLITICAL
INFRASTRUCTURE UPON WHICH OUR PROSPERITY AND QUALITY OF LIFE ' ILL
DEPEND IN THE YEAR 2000.

"WE WILL NOT BE KNOCKED OFF COURSE BY SHORT-TERM DIFFICULTIES.
NOR MUST WE BE PARALYSED BY SELF-DOUBT.

"WE ARE DETERMINED TO REACH OUR GOALS, BECAUSE WE ARE CONVINCED
THAT THEY ARE NECESSARY TO ENSURE THE WELL-BEING OF HONG KONG FAMILIES
WELL INTO THE NEXT CENTURY."

SIR DAVID SAID WE SHOULD HAVE CONFIDENCE IN OURSELVES, AND GET
ACROSS THAT MESSAGE OF CONFIDENCE TO OTHERS, SO THAT THEY TOO HAD
CONFIDENCE IN US.

"THE PAST EFFORTS AND GOOD SENSE OF OUR COMMUNITY HAVE CREATED
A CITY OF WHICH WE CAN BE TRULY PROUD.

"THAT RECORD SHOULD GIVE US THE STRENGTH TO BE AMBITIOUS IN OUR
VISION OF THE FUTURE - THE VISION OF A HONG KONG THAT IS CONFIDENT NOT
ONLY 1IN ITS UNIQUE ROLE AS A BRIDGE BETWEEN CHINA AND THE WORLD, BUT
ALSO AS AN INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR BUSINESS AND FINANCE AND A DECENT
HOME FOR ITS PEOPLE," THE GOVERNOR SAID. :

GOVERNOR DELIVERS POLICY SUMMARY
¥ ¥ X ¥ X

THE FOLLOWING IS THE SUMMARY DELIVERED BY THE GOVERNOR !
MM. L L : ) SIR
DAVID WILSON, ON HIS ANNUAL ADDRESS TO THE LEGISLATIVE SOUNC[ rWHTCH
g&ng:éPED FOR BROADCAST ON RADIO AND TELEVISION THIS (WEDNESDAY)
I .

TODAY , I WAS GIVING MY ANNUAL ADDRESS TO THE LEGISLA"

g " enbud i iy _J e e A 4 SLATIVE
COUNCIL-’AND NOW I'D LIKE TO SHARE WITH YOU SOME OF WHAT I HAD TO SAY
THEN. IT'S CLEAR THAT WE FACE THREE MAJOR IMMEDIATE CHALLENGES:
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FIRST, WE HAVE TO GO ON EXPANDING OUR ECONOMY AND WINNING NEW
BUSINESS OVERSEAS; AND WE’VE GOT TO DO THAT DESPITE THE STRAINS CAUSED
BY THE MIDDLE EAST CRISIS;

AND THEN NEXT YEAR, WE MUST ORGANISE AND WE'VE GOT TO MAKE A
SUCCESS OF OUR FIRST DIRECT ELECTIONS TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

AND LASTLY, WE ARE DUE TO START WORK ON OUR NEW AIRPORT AND
OTHER KEY DEVELOPMENTS WE NEED TO TAKE HONG KONG - A GENUINELY
PROSPEROUS HONG KONG - INTO THE NEXT CENTURY .

CONTINUED ECONOMIC SUCCESS HAS GOT TO COME FIRST. AFTER ALL,
IT’S FUNDAMENTAL TO EVERYTHING ELSE WE WANT TO ACHIEVE. FOR BOTH
FAMILIES AND GOVERNMENTS, IT’S A SIMPLE ENOUGH TRUTH - YOU CAN’T DO
WHAT YOU WANT WITHOUT HAVING THE MONEY TO PAY FOR IT. WE HAVE TO BE
COMPETITIVE. WE CAN ONLY BE COMPETITIVE IF WE STICK TO WELLS-TRIED
HONG KONG PRINCIPLES: THAT'S FREE MARKET; MINIMUM RED-TAPE; AND LOW
TAXES WHICH REWARD ENTERPRISE AND HARD WORK.

DURING THIS LAST YEAR OUR ECONOMIC GROWTH HAS SLOWED DOWN SOME
WHAT. AND BECAUSE OF THE MIDDLE EAST CRISIS, THE WORLD ECONOMY IS
GOING TO BE IN AN UNEASY STATE FOR SOME TIME TO COME. S0 IT’S GOING TO
BE A TOUGHER MARKET FOR US TO COMPETE IN. HERE IN HONG KONG, THAT
MEANS THAT WE'VE GOT TO MEET THE THREAT OF INFLATION. BUSINESSMEN ARE
GOING TO HAVE TO WORK HARD AT REDUCING OVERHEADS AND RAISING
PRODUCTIVITY. WE MUSTN’T LET INCREASED LABOUR AND OTHER COSTS PRICE US
OUT OF OUR FOREIGN MARKETS.

WE FACED ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES BEFORE. WE'VE GOT TO BE READY TO
BOUNCE BACK, AS WE ALWAYS HAVE IN THE PAST. THE GOVERNMENT FOR ITS
PART WILL KEEP A TIGHT GRIP ON PUBLIC EXPENDITURE AND THE SIZE OF THE
CIVIL SERVICE.

THANKS TO OUR PAST ECONOMIC SUCCESS, HONG KONG FAMILIES HAVE
THE BASIC SERVICES THAT THEY NEED. NOW, MANY OF THEM ARE LOOKING FOR
HIGHER STANDARDS AND MORE FREEDOM OF CHOICE. AND, AS THEY BECOME
BETTER-OFF, THEY'RE PREPARED TO PAY MORE FOR BETTER QUALITY AND FOR
GREATER CHOICE. IT’S RIGHT THAT WE SHOULD RESPOND TO THESE RISING
EXPECTATIONS.

FOR PARENTS, EDUCATION IS THE KEY TO A DECENT FUTURE FOR THEIR
CHILDREN. WE HAVE ALREADY MET OUR TARGET OF PROVIDING SCHOOL PLACES
FOR ALL HONG KONG CHILDREN. NOW WE ARE WORKING ON PLANS TO RAISE THE
QUALITY OF OUR SCHOOLING. THE OBJECTIVE IS THAT, BY 1994, SOME 60 PER
CENT OF ALL STUDENTS WHO FINISH SIXTH FORM WILL BE ABLE TO STUDY FOR A
DEGREE AND STUDY FOR THAT DEGREE HERE IN HONG KONG.

HOSPITAL SERVICES ARE ANOTHER HIGH PRIORITY. THE NEW HOSPITAL
AUTHORITY OPENS THE WAY TO BETTER STANDARDS OF SERVICE; WIDER CHOICE
FOR PATIENTS: AND MORE INTERESTING CAREERS FOR THE STAFF. GETTING
THESE IMPROVEMENTS MEANS WE NEED EFFECTIVE AND CAREFUL MANAGEMENT OF
OUR HOSPITAL RESOURCES AND IT ALSO MEANS A MORE REALISTIC POLICY FOR
CHARGES - THAT’S ONE WHICH TAKES ACCOUNT OF THE FACT THAT NEARLY
EVERYBODY IN THE COMMUNITY IS BETTER OFF NOW THAN THEY WERE. OF
COURSE, WE’VE ALSO GOT TO TAKE CARE OF THOSE WHO ARE BADLY OFF. NO
MEMBER OF OUR COMMUNITY WILL BE DENIED PROPER MEDICAL TREATMENT
BECAUSE THEY CAN’T AFFORD IT.

/HIGHER INCOMES
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HIGHER INCOMES MAKE OTHER CHOICES POSSIBLE AS WELL. IN HOUSING,
THIS MEANS A CHANCE TO BUY A HOME - THAT’'S A MAJOR GOAL FOR HONG KONG
FAMILIES. BY THE YEAR 2000, TWO OUT OF THREE FAMILIES WILL HAVE DONE
THIS. AT THE SAME TIME, WE'RE WELL ON THE WAY TO UPGRADING THE QUALITY
OF THE AVERAGE PUBLIC HOUSING. THE FLATS THAT WE ARE BUILDING TODAY
ARE A VAST IMPROVEMENT OVER THE OLD RESETTLEMENT BLOCKS.

AS A COMMUNITY, WE BELIEVE IN CARING FOR OUR MORE VULNERABLE
MEMBERS. OUR SOCIAL WELFARE SERVICES STEP IN WHEN THE FAMILY CAN'T
COPE. BUT THE FAMILY REMAINS CENTRAL TO EVERYTHING WE DO, IT'S THE
FOUNDATION OF OUR SOCIETY. WE ARE NOW WORKING ON A NEW WHITE PAPER ON
SOCIAL WELFARE FOR THE 1990S. ALREADY, IT'S CLEAR THAT WE WILL HAVE TO
INCREASE OUR SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY, PARTICULARLY BY PROVIDING MORE
RESIDENTIAL CARE FOR OLD PEOPLE.

WE ALSO HAVE TO INVEST IN OUR LONG-TERM FUTURE. EARLY NEXT
YEAR, CONSTRUCTION WORK ON THE NEW AIRPORT WILL BEGIN. SINCE, LAST
YEAR, I ANNOUNCED THE DECISION TO GO AHEAD WITH THIS PROJECT, THE CASE
FOR THE NEW AIRPORT HAS BECOME EVEN STRONGER THAN IT WAS THEN. WE NOW
KNOW THAT KAI TAK WILL REACH SATURATION POINT MUCH EARLIER THAN
EXPECTED. OF COURSE, THE NEW AIRPORT REPRESENTS A HUGE CHALLENGE. BUT
WE HAVE THE RESOURCES, THE SKILLS AND THE DETERMINATIOCN TO SUCCEED,
AND THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT WE CAN AFFORD IT.

NEXT YEAR, WE’LL BE ORGANISING THE FIRST DIRECT ELECTIONS TO
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. WE NEED FOR THAT, GOOD CANDIDATES TO STAND
FOR ELECTION. AND THE COMMUNITY HAS GOT TO PLAY ITS PART BY EXERCISING
ITS RIGHT TO VOTE. THESE ELECTIONS WILL ALLOW THE COMMUNITY TO CHOOSE
ITS OWN REPRESENTATIVES - THE MEN AND WOMEN WHOSE TASK IT WILL BE TO
PROVIDE LEADERSHIP DURING THE COMING, CRUCIAL DECADE.

WE CAN'T DEVOTE ALL OUR ATTENTION SIMPLY TO DOMESTIC ISSUES. AS
WE MOVE FORWARD TO 1997, THE RELATIONSHIP WITH CHINA WILL BE
INCREASINGLY IMPORTANT TO EVERYTHING THAT WE DO. IT’'S VITAL THAT WE
SHOULD DO ALL WE CAN TO REMOVE MISUNDERSTANDINGS THROUGH CLOSER
CONTACTS WITH THE CEINESE AUTHORITIES.

HONG KONG'S RECORD IS ONE OF CONTINUED ACHIEVEMENT, NO MATTER
WHAT THE OBSTACLES, NO MATTER WHAT THE TEMPORARY DIFFICULTIES. THIS IS
A TERRITORY OF WHICH WE CAN ALL BE PROUD. AND WHAT WE HAVE ACHIEVED IN
THE PAST SHOULD STRENGTHEN OUR VISION OF THE FUTURE: HONG KONG CAN AND
I'M SURE HONG KONG WILL REMAIN AN INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR BUSINESS
AND FINANCE; A UNIQUE BRIDGE BETWEEN CHINA AND THE WORLD; AND, ABOVE
ALL, THE PLACE WHICH ITS PEOPLE ARE PROUD TO CALL THEIR HOME.






