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EDUCATION INSURANCE SCHEME SUGGESTED
* %X % ¥ %

REV. THE HON. JOYCE M. BENNETT HAS SUGGESTED AN EDUCATION
INSURANCE SCHEME TO HELP PARENTS WHO CAN SAVE UP ON JUNIOR
SECONDAY SCHOOL FEES NOW THAT THEY ARE TO BE FREE IN THE PUBLIC
SECTOR, TO PAY FOR THEIR CHILDREN’S FEES IN FROMS IV TO VI,

REV. BENNETT, SPEAKING IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY, SAID
SUCH A SCHEME SHOULD BE INDEPENDENT OF THE GOVERNMENT, ALTHOUGH
IT SHOULD SEE TO IT THAT THERE WERE THE NECESSARY SAFEGUARDS,

UNDER THE SCHEME, PARENTS WOULD PAY BY TEN ANNUAL INSTALMENTS
EACH YEAR A TOTAL SUM SIMILAR TO THE ABOLISHED FEES AND WQULD BE
ALLOWED TO TAKE OUT THE MONEY WITH THE ACCRUED INTEREST AT THE
?EP2322$ATE TIME WHETHER OR NOT THEIR CHILDREN DID IN FACT CONTINUE
L L] 3

FROM PAST EXPERIENCE, SHE COULD SAY THAT NEARLY ALL PARENTS
DEMANDED FORMS IV AND V PLACES FOR THEIR CHILDREN. WHILE
SHE WELCOMED THE PROPOSED REVIEW OF THE 40 PER CENT AIDED PLACES
IN THESE TWO FORMS, SHE FORESAW THAT PRIVATE SCHOOLS, WHICH
?égUngLYTTEULD HAVE TO CHARGE HIGH FEES, WOULD CONTINUE TO EXIST
SOME %

SHE SAID THE ABOLITION OF JUNIOR SECONDARY FEES WAS A RELIEF
TO PARENTS BUT WARNED THAT THEY NEEDED TO HAVE CONTINUAL
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEIR CHILDREN’S EDUCATION,

SHE ALSO URGED THAT THE TEACHER TC CLASS RATIO BE REVERTED
T0 1.4 IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS AND 1.2 IN PRIMARY SCHOOLS EUT ONLY
FOR THOSE SCHOOLS WHICH WERE PROVIDING AND WOULD EXPAND EXTRA=-
CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES FOR THEIR STUDENTS.

+WE MUST ENSURE THAT THE STANDARDS OF OQUR SCHOOLS DO NOT
DROP BY MAKING THEM FREE,+ SHE SAID,.

SHE SAW THE NEED FOR A POSITIVE DRIVE TO ENFORCE COMPULSCRY
EDUCATION AND SUGGESTED THAT EDUCATION DEPARTMENT OFF ICIALS EE
HELPED BY SOCIAL WORKERS FROM THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT’S
FAMILY SERVICES DIVISION IN THIS WORK.

FURTHERMORE, SHE SAID, FREE SECONDARY EDUCATION MIGHT NOT SOLVZ
THE PROBLEM FOR FAMILIES WHAO NEZEZDED THE INCOME COF THEIR CHILDREN,
SO THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT’S SOCIAL WORKERS WOULD HAVE TO
LIAISE CLOSELY WITH THE PROPOSED SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKERS.

AS TO PRE=-PRIMARY SCHOOLING, REV. BENNETT WAS CONCERNED
ABOUT THE PRESENT LACK OF TRAINED TEACHERS AND THE INABILITY OF THE
EDUCATION DEPARTMENT’S SMALL STAFF TO LOOK CLOSELY AFTER THE
LARGE NUMBER OF KINDERGARTENS.

+UNDOUEBTEDLY ATTITUDES TC SCHOOL AND LEARNING ARE DEVELOPED
IN THE KINDERGARTENS AND PRE-SCHOOL CENTRES OF OUR HOUSING ESTATES
AND TENEMENT BUILDINGS,+ SHE SAIL.

/SHE HOPED THAT .....
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SHE HOPED THAT SUGGESTIONS BY VOLUNTARY BODIES TO START
REGULAR COURSES FOR THE TRAINING OF KINDERGARTEN TEACHERS WOULD
BE GIVEN EARLY AND SYMPATHETIC CONSIDERATION.

SHE WAS ENCOURAGED TO NOTE THAT THE SECRETARY FOR SOCIAL
SERVICES WAS CHAIRING THE STEERING COMMITTEE TO EXAMINE PRE=PRIMARY
FACILITIES, FOR IT WAS IMPORTANT, SHE SAID, TO CO-ORDINATE WHAT
WAS BEING DONE BY THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT AND THE SOCIAL WELFARE
DEPARTMENT IN THESE F IELDS.

ON TERTIARY EDUCATION, REV. BENNETT SAID SHE WAS INCREASINGLY
CONCERNED THAT STUDENTS OF AN ACADEMIC CAL IBRE AND QUALIF ICATION
ABLE TO BENEFIT WERE DENIED SUCH EDUCATION BECUASE OF INADEQUATE

PLACES AT THE UNIVERSITIES AND THE POLYTECHNIC.

SHE POINTED OUT THAT THE STANDARD OF THE HONG KONG UNIVERSITY
MATRICULATION EXAMINATION HAD BEEN RAISED EXTREMELY HIGH IN
ORDER TO REDUCE THE NUMBER OF APPLICANTS.

SHE HOPED THAT THE INDEPENDEZNT EXAMINATIONS AUTHORITY WOULD
INVESTIGATE THE SYLLABUSES OF THE ADVANCED LEVEL EXAMINATIONS AND
COMPARE THEM WITH THOSE OF THE UNIVERSITY COURSES.

+WE CANNOT AFFORD TO PRESSURISE OUR SIXTH FORM STUDENTS ANY
LONGER TO STUDY MATERIAL UNSUITABLE AND IRRELEVANT TO THEM,+ SHE

SAID.

QUOTING THE GOVERNOR’S REFERENCE TO THE NEED FOR GREATER
CONSULATION WITH THE PEOPLE OF THE NEW TERRITORIES, REV. BENNETT
THOUGHT OTHER GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS, ALSO, NEEDED TO EXAMINE MORE
CLOSELY WAYS OF IMPROVING THEIR CONSULTATIVE MACHINERY,

- SHE GAVE AS EXAMPLE THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT WITH WHICH SHE
WAS MOST FAMILIAR, WHICH HAD NOT CONSULTED FULLY WITH SPECIAL
SCHOOLS IN UPDATING THEIR CODE OF AID, PARTICULARLY ON STAFF
ESTABL ISHMENT AND GRADING OF THE SPECIAL SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

SHE URGED THE GOVERNMENT TO RE-EXAMINE THE GRADING TO SAVE
PUBLIC MONEY AND CREATE BETTER PROMOTION PROSPECTS FOR THE
CERTIF ICATED TEACHERS WHO WERE SPECIALLY NEEDED IN THESE SCHOOLS.

REV. BENNETT WELCOMED THE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS TO THE PUEBLIC
ASSISTANCE SCHEME WHICH SHE FELT WOULD INDIRECTLY HELP STUDENTS
OF INFIRM PARENTS AND WIDOWS. SHE SAW THE NEED FOR FURTHER
DEVELOPMENT IN CAREER COUNSELLING FOR HANDICAPPED STUDENTS.

SHE ASKED THAT SERIOUS CONSIDERATION EE GIVEN TO THE
RESTRUCTURING OF AID TO VOLUNTARY AGENCIES, AT THE SAME TIME AS
THE RESTRUCTURING OF THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT.

IT WAS CLEAR THE GOVERNMENT COULD NOT CARRY OUT ALL THE MANY
SOCIAL SERVICES WITHOUT THEM. +THEY HAVE BEEN HAMPERED BY
NOT KNOWING EACH YEAR WHETHER OR NCT THEIR ESTIMATED INCOME FROM
GOVERNMENT SCURCES WILL IN FACT BE AVAILAEBLE,+ SHE SAID.

SHE SUGGESTED, FOR THE AGENCIES, A SYSTEM SIMILAR TO THE

CODE OF AID FOR VOLUNTARY SCHOOLS WHICH CLEARLY LAID DOWN THEIR
OBL IGATIONS AND THE AMOUNTS THEY WOULD RECEIVE FROM THE GOVERNMENT.

B as Dinth oin 1’3.--..
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GOVERNMENT URGED TO ASSIST TEXTILE INDUSTRY
TO MAINTAIN COMPETITIVENESS
* % X X ¥

THE HON. LYDIA DUNN TODAY CALLED ON THE GOVERNMENT TO ASSIST
THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY TO MAINTAIN ITS COMPETITIVENESS AT THE SAME
TIME AS THE GOVERNMENT SEEKS TO PROMOTE DIVERSIF ICATION.

IN HER SPEECH IN THE DEBATE ON THE GOVERNOR’S ADDRESS, SHE
ARGUED THAT HONG KONG COULD ONLY TAKE ADVANTAGE OF GROWTH IN
WORLD TRADE IN 1978 IF THE GOVERNMENT RECOGNISES THE IMPLICATIONS
OF THE CURRENT ECONOMIC SITUATION AND TAKES POLICY INITIATIVES
AND DECISIONS WITH REGARD TO THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY, DOMESTIC
INFLATION AND THE MAINTENANCE OF CONF IDENCE.

THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY HAD A REMARKABLE RECORD OF SURVIVAL AND
EXPANSION OVER THE PAST .15 YEARS IN THE FACE OF GROWING
RESTRICTIONS, YET ITS RELATIVE IMPORTANCE IN OUR ECONOMY HAS
NOT DIMINISHED AND THERE 1S NO POSSIBILITY ITS DOMINANT ROLE
WOULD BE MORE THAN MARG INALLY REPLACED IN THE SHORT TERM NO MATTER
HOW SUCCESSFULLY THE POLICY OF DIVERSIFICATION 1S PURSUED, SHE

SAID,

IN HER VIEW, THE GOVERNMENT AND THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON
DIVERSIF ICATION SHOULD HELP THE INDUSTRY TO SURVIVE BY OFFERING
SPECIAL LAND TERMS AND ASSISTANCE IN MARKETING.

+WE ARE, AFTER ALL, APPARtNTLY PREPARED TO ASSIST NEW
INDUSTR IES IN THESE WAYS INDUSTRIES IN WHICH WE HAVE NO EXPERIENCE
AND WHICH ARE OF UNTESTED PROFITAEILITY + SHE SAID.

SHE WARNED THAT IF THERE WERE TO BE EMPHASIS ON DIVERSIF ICATION
RATHER THAN SPECIALISATION OF PRODUCTION, THERE WOULD BOUND TO BE
LOSS OF PROFITABILITY AS HONG KONG MOVES AWAY FROM AREAS
WHERE THERE WAS MAXIMUM COMPARATIVE COST ADVANTAGE.

IRRESPECTIVE OF THE STATE OF THE TEXTILE INDUSTRY HOWEVER,
THERE WAS A CASE FOR BROADENING HONG KONG'S INDUSTRIAL BASE AND
SHE WELCOMED THE SETTING UP OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE.

SHE ASKED THAT APART FROM ENGAGING IN ITS OWN RESEARCHES AND
ACTIVITIES, IT SHOULD CO-ORDINATE THOSE OF ALL OTHER SIMILAR
ORGANISATIONS.

+THERE IS A NEED FOR A CENTRALISED POOL OF INFORMATION ON
POSSIBLE INVESTMENT AND MARKET CPPORTUNITIES AND EXPERT ADVICE
AS TO HOW BEST THEY MIGHT BE EXPLOITED,+ SHE SAID,

DOMESTIC INFLATION WAS ANOTHER PROBLEM MISS DUNN RAISED IN
REGARD TO THE COMPETITIVENESS OF HONG KONG’S INDUSTRIES.

/WHILST ADMITTING
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WHILST ADMITTING THAT THE GROWTH OF HONG KONG’S ECONCMY
DEPENDED ON THE GROWTH OF EXPORTS, NEITHER THE GOVERNOR IN HIS
ANNUAL POLICY SPEECH NOR THE F INANCIAL SECRETARY HAD INDICATED
HOW THE GOVERNMENT PROPOSED TO RELIEVE THE PRESSURE ON COSTS SO
AS TO RESTORE PRICE FLEXIBILITY, SHE SAID.

IT SEEMED THE GOVERNMENT WAS CONTENT TO SIT BACK AND HOPED
THAT A DECLINE IN PRIVATE SECTOR DEMAND WOULD EASE OFF THE PRESSURE,
+BUT SURELY THIS SHOULD AT LEAST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A TRIMMING
BACK OF PUBLIC SECTOR DEMAND,+ SHE SAID.

YET TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE F INANCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF THE
PROPOSALS CONTAINED IN THE GOVERNOR'S SPEECH AND GROWING COST OF
EXISTING SERVICES, THE PROSPECT WAS FOR A SHARP INCREASE IN
RECURRENT EXPENDITURE NEXT YEAR.

SHE HOPED THE GOVERNMENT WOULD BE MINDFUL OF THE NEED TO
MANAGE THE ECONOMY AND PUBLIC FINANCES IN SUCH A WAY AS TO SECURE
OUR PROSPERITY +FOR IT IS IMPORTANT THAT WE DO NOT SUFFER A
PERMANENT LOSS OF OUR FLEXIEILITY.+

OUR ECONOMIC PROSPECTS ALSQO DEPENDED ON THE MAINTENANCE OF
CONF IDENCE IN OUR FUTURE, MISS DUNN CONTINUED.

+|T FOLLOWS THAT THOSE WHO ARE CONSTITUTIONALLY RESPONSIELE
FOR HONG KONG SHOULD ENSURE THAT THERE IS NO AMBIGUITY IN THEIR
ACTIONS WHICH COULD BE INTERPRETED, RIGHTLY OR WRONGLY, AS SHOWING
A LACK OF INTEREST IN OUR WELFARE,+ SHE EXPLAINED.

SHE SAID MANY IN HONG KONG HAD EEEN DISTURBED BY THE BRITISH
EOVERNMENT’S ACQUIESCENCE IN THE EEC’S DISCRIMINATORY TRADE
POLICY.

WHAT UPSET PEOPLE WAS THE DISCRIMINATION OF BRITAIN AGAINST
HONG KONG FOR WHICH IT HAS A SPECIAL RESPONSIBILITY, IN FAVOUR OF
OTHER SUPPLIERS FOR WHOM IT HAS NONE.

HONG KONG HAD NOT ASKED THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO DISCHARGE
THIS RESPONSIBILITY IN A WAY COSTLY TO THE BRITISH TAXPAYER OR
DAMAGING TO THE BRITISH INDUSTRY, ALL WE ASKED WAS THAT THE
BRITISH GOVERNMENT IS MINDFUL OF ITS ULTIMATE RESPCNSIBILITY FOR
THE WELFARE OF HONG KONG +AND THIS INCLUDES RESISTING THE
APPLICATION OF TRADE POLICIES TO US WHICH ARE SO INDEFENSIELE IN
TERMS OF INTERNATIONALLY ACCEPTED RULES,+ SHE SAID.

- === ()aea-
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COMPULSORY FREE JUNIOR SECONDARY EDUCATION MOVE HAILED
® %k % X X

THE PROVISION OF COMPULSORY FREE JUNIOR SECONDARY EDUCAT ION
WILL BE A MILESTONE FOR SOCIAL PROGRESS IN HONG KONG, ALTHOUGH
OBSTACLES TO ITS IMPLEMENTATION, SUCH AS ECONOMIC PRESSURE ON
CERTAIN FAMILIES AND DIFFICULTIES IN ENFORCING SUCH A
LEGISLATION, MUST FIRST BE OVERCOME, DR. THE HON. RAYSON HUANG
SAID TODAY.

SPEAK ING AT THE ANNUAL POLICY DEBATE IN THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL, DR. HUANG SAID THE MAJORITY OF PRIMARY SIX PUPILS IN
HONG KONG ARE AGED 13 OR ABOVE WHILE ONLY ABOUT 10 PER CENT ARE
BELOW THE AGE OF 1Zz.

COMPULSORY EDUCATION DEFINED IN RELATION TO AGE (12 TO 15)
WOULD THEREFORE GUARANTEE COMPLETICN OF FCORM 111 FOR NOT MORE
THAN 10 PER CENT OF EACH PRIMARY SIX COHCRT, HE SAID.

HE SUGGESTED THAT THE WORKING PARTY NOW REVIEWING PRIMARY
EDUCATION MIGHT LOOK INTO THIS QUESTION,

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT EDUCATION RECEIVED BY ALL CHILDREN EE
OF A PROPER STANDARD, DR. HUANG CONTINUED.

IF IT 1S A MATTER OF FINANCE THAT SOME SCHOOLS DO NOT HAVE
WELL-QUAL IF IED TEACHERS OR ADEQUATZ FACILITIES, IT WOULD BE BETTER
TO CONTINUE CHARGING FEES FOR THOSE wWHO CAN AFFORD IT, AND DEPLOY
THE FUNDS THUS COLLECTED TC IMPROVE THtc EDUCATION OFFERED IN
THESE SCHOOLS.

HE SAID THERE IS NEED TO FORMULATE A CCRE SYLLABUS FOR THE
JUNICR SZCONDARY CURRICULUM WHICH WOULD STRESS BASIC AND
NECESSARY SKILLS ( INCLUDING THE USE OF LANGUAGES), CONCEPTS,
JUDGMENTS AND ATTITUDES, LEAVING THE REST OF THE CURRICULUM TO BE
DESIGNED BY INDIVIDUAL SCHCOOLS TO SUIT THE SPECIFIC NEEDS OF
THE IR PUPILS.

THE CURRICULUM SHOULD NOT BE FORMULATED wITH ONLY THE
ACADEMICALLY ORIENTATED IN MIND, BUT SHOULD EE ADAPTABLE TC THE
DIFFERENT NEEDS OF THE PUPILS, 60 PER CENT CF wHOM DO NOT PROCEED
TO FORM 1V,

THERE SHOULD ALSOC BE SCOPE FOR VARI
cDUCATION TO EMERGE, E.G.,, PART-TIME SCH

QUS TYPES OF SECONDARY
COL ING.

HE HOPED THAT WHEN FURTHER PLANS BEYOND THE FORM |1l LEVEL
ARE MADE IN FUTURE, A DIVERSIFIED SYSTEM OF EDUCATION, PROVIDING
TECHNICAL AND VOCATIONAL AS WELL AS ACADEMIC, PART-TIME AS WELL
AS FULL-TIME SCHOOL ING, WILL BZ CONS IDERED.

/NO INDIVIDUAL
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NO INDIVIDUAL SHOULD HAVE HIS PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT
IRREVOCABLY DETERMINED UNKDER A RIGID cDUCATIONAL PROGRESSIVE
SYSTEM; DR. HUANG SAID.

EDUCATION IS THE MEANS TO SOCIAL MOBILITY, AND TO ACHIEVE
THIS GCAL THERE MUST BE INBUILT MOBILITY WITHIN THE EDUCATION

SYSTEM ITSELF3

EACH STAGE OF ACADEMIC DEVELOPMENT SHOULD HAVE A CAREFULLY
DEL INEATED -PURPOSE FORMING BY ITSELF AS COMPLETE A PROCESS AS
POSS IBLE, SO THAT AT THE END OF -EACH STAGE A PUPIL MAY HAVE A
CLEAR IDEA OF HIS EDUCATIQNAL ACHIEVEMENTS AND THE CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES OPEN TO HIM AT-THAT LEVEL. AT THE SAME TIME THERE
SHOULD BE FURTHER OPPORTUKATIES FOR MOBILITY TO OTHER LEVELS OF:
THE SYSTEM, OR FOR A CHAwGE.OF DfREﬁ {ON.

HE aAiu SYMPATHETIC CONSIDERATIOH SHOULD BE GIVpN TO . THE-
POSITION OF THE POST-SECONDARY COLLEGES. L INKS SHOULD BE ALSO
KEPT OPEN BETWEEN THE DIFFERENT LEVELS OF THE EDUCATION SYSTEM:
EETWEEN CRAFT WORK AND STUDIES. IN TECHNICAL INSTITUTES, BETWEEN
TECHNICAL INSTITUTES ARD THE POLYTECHNIC, BETWEEN THE POST-SECCNDARY
C?#LEGE?T?ED THE UNIVERSITIES, AND BETWEEN THE POLYTECHNIC AND THE
UN IVERS S. :

HE HOPED THAT THE FORTHCOMING GREEN ,PAPER ON THE FUTURE
DEVELCPMENT OF SENIOR SECONDARY AND TERTIARY EDUCATION WILL DEAL
WITH THESE AND QTHER ISSUES WHICH GCVERN OUR EDUCAT |IONAL
PERSPECTIVZS, AND THAT THERz WILL BE FULL CONSULTATION WITH
PEOPLE INTERESTED HhD EXPERIENCED IN. THE FIELD OF EDUCATION EBEFORE
THE WHITE PAPER IS FORMULATED. :

HE SAID IT IS GRATIFYING THAT GOVERNMENT HAS MADE EXTENSIVE
|

PLANS TC IMPROVE SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL SERVICES IN HONG KCNG.

- oo l)omem -
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UNOFF ICIAL MEMEER PRAISES REHAEBILITATION PLAN
¥ %X % X %

THE PUBLICATION OF THE WHITE PAPER ON REHABILITATION AND THE
APPOINTMENT OF A CO-CRDINATING COMMITTEE IS AN EXCELLENT CURTAIN-
RAISER TO A +YEAR OF SOCIAL PROGRESS+.

SPEAKING IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY, DR. THE HON.
HENRY HU SAID THE PROGRESS IN EDUCATION, HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFAREZ
OUTL INED BY THE GOVERNOR WOULD TOGETHER LEAD TQO A BETTER QUALITY
OF LIFE FOR THE MORE NEEDY SECTIONS OF OUR POPULATION.

HE HAD HOWEVER A NUMBER OF PROPQSALS TO IMPROVE ON THE
VARIOUS PLANS. WHILE HE WISHED EVERY SUCCESS TO THE CO=ORDINATING
COMMITTEE, HE FELT THAT THE MAGNITUDE AND COMPLEXITY OF ITS TASK
REQUIRED THE APPOINTMENT OF A COMMISSIONER OF REHABILITATION,

A PERSON OF SUCH RANK AND STATUS WOULD CERTAINLY ADD STRENGTH
TO IT AND WOULD SERVE AS A FOCUS. +IT IS FAR EASIER TO RELATE
TC A MAN THAN TO A COMMITTEE OR A UNIT IN THE SOCIAL SERVICES
BRANCH,+ HE SAID.

TO OVERCOME THE LACK OF TRAINED STAFF = ONE OF THE BIGGEST
STUMBL ING BLOCKS IN THE REHABIL ITATICN PROGRAMME, DR. HU SOUGHT
REASSURANCE THAT THE PROBLEM HAD HIGH GOVERNMENT PRIORITY AND
THAT PLANS WERE IN HAND TO SOLVE IT AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.

AS TO THE PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE PUBLIC ASSISTANCE SCHEME,

DR, HU URGED THAT IT WAS TIME TO REVIEW THE METHOD OF COMPIL ING
THE ALLOWANCE INDEX AND THE LEVEL OF PAYMENTS.

MORE MIGHT BE NEEDED TO IMPROVE THE DIGNITY OF MAN AND
GIVE HIM A SENSE OF WORTH IN SOCIETY, HE SAID,

DR. HU SAID THE VOLUNTARY WELFARE SECTOR WHICH HAD PLAYED AN
ACTIVE AND STRATEGIC ROLE IN DRAFTING THE PROGRAMME PLANS FOR
SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY AND YOUTH, WELCOMED THE GREEN PAPERS TO
BE ISSUED IN THE NEAR FUTURE.

THERE WAS CONCERN HOWEVER THAT THE PERSONAL SERVICES FOR
YOUTH PROGRAMME PLAN DID NOT GO FAR OR WAS BROAD ENOUGH IN APPROACH.

+THERE IS A NEED TO DEVELOP A COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAMME WHICH
CUTS ACROSS ALL OF THE VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES SERVING
YOUTH,+ HE SAID, SIMILAR TO THE APPROACH TAKEN FOR THE DISABLED AND
ELDERLY. HE CAUTIONED THAT ANY RE-STRUCTURING OF THE SOCIAL WELFARE
DEPARTMENT SHOULD ONLY BE UNDERTAKEN AFTER THOROUGH DISCUSSION
AND CONSULTATION WITH THE VOLUNTARY SECTOR.

THE SECTOR ALSO NEEDED AN IMPROVED SUBVENTION SYSTEM TO
PLAN AHEAD WITH CONF IDENCE AND HE TRUSTED THAT THE PROPOSALS
PUT TO THE SOCIAL WELFARE ADVISORY COMMITTEE BY THE HONG KONG
COUNCIL OF SOCIAL SERVICEZ WCULD HELP TC SOLVE THE LONG=STANDING
PROELEM.

ON THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT, DR. HU SUGGESTED THAT CONSIDERATICN
BE GIVeEN TO UPGRADE IT TO SECRETARIAL LEVEL. IT HAD A SIGNIFICANT
ROLE TO PLAY IN LAEOUR MATTERS AND HAD ACHIEVED A GREAT DEAL IN THE
PAST FEW YEARS IN BRINGING FORWARD VARIOUS ITEMS OF LABOUR
LEGISLATION TO BETTER THE LOT OF OUR WORKERS, HE SAID.

- === 0= = /8....-
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IMPORTANCE OF CLEAR, SIMPLE HOUSING POLICY STRESSED
¥ X X % %X X

IT IS MOST IMPORTANT POLITICALLY, SOCIALLY AND ECONOMICALLY
FOR THE HOUSING AUTHORITY TO CLARIFY I1TS POLICY AND TO SIMPLIFY
ITS IMPLEMENTATION OF THAT POLICY, REV. THE HON. PATRICK MCGOVERN
SAID IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY.

+EVEN NOW, IT INVOLVES SOME TWO MILLICN PEOPLE. EVEN A
SMALL ERROR OR MISUNDERSTAND ING AUTCMATICALLY BECOMES A BIG

ISSUE,+ HE SAID.

+WHAT IS NEEDED TO REMOVE CONFUSION AND MISUNDERSTANDING IS
A CLEAR ACCOUNT OR DESCRIPTION OF WHAT INGREDIENTS ITEMIZED IN
DETAILS MAKE UP THE TOTAL RENT THAT MR. X MUST PAY IN Y ESTATE

FOR A ROOM OF Z SQUARE FEET.

+1T WOULD BE GOOD ALSO TO SHOwW HOW AND WHY THIS COMPARES
WITH WHAT MR. A PAYS IN B ESTATE FOR A ROOM OF C SQUARE FEET.+

+MENTION MIGHT ALSO BE MADE OF WHETHER OR NOT THERE 1S ANY
RELATIONSHIP, VISIBLE OR INVISIBLE, BETWEEN SUCH ACTUAL RENTS
AND THE FUNDING OF FUTURE MORE EXPENSIVE ESTATES IN WHICH
NEITHER MR, X NOR MR, A IS EVER LIKELY TO LIVE,+ REV.
MCGOVERN SAID,

HE WELCOMED THE +NEW AND REALISTIC+ FINANCIAL DEAL FOR THE
HOUSING AUTHORITY WHICH OPENED THE WAY FOR CLARIFICATION AND
SIMPLIF ICATION,

HE WAS HAPPY TO NOTE THAT THE LATEST ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
AUTHORITY SAID IT COULD NOW TAKE A FRESH VIEW OF THE
COMPOSITION OF THE RENT PACKAGE.

HE HOPED THAT THE NEW VIEW WOULD NOT BECOME A +STATISTICAL
RAZZLE-DAZZLE+ AND SUGGESTED THAT IF NO IRRELEVANT COMPARISONS
WERE MADE WITH RENTS IN THE +RAPACIOUS PRIVATE SECTOR+
CREDIBILITY WOULD BE GREATLY ENHANCED.

+|T WOULD ALSO HELP IF THE VIEW SUPPRESSES ANY SUB=CONSCIOUS
PATERNAL ISTIC ATTITUDE,+ HE SAID, LOOKING ON TENANTS AS PEOPLE
ENJOYING A PRIVILEGE RATHER THAN A RIGHT JUST BECAUSE LAND FCR
EUILDING WAS SUBSIDISED.

THE GOVERNOR'S ASSURANCE IN HIS POLICY SPEECH, THAT THE
AUTHOR ITY +ACCEPTS ITS QELIGATION TO PROVIDE DECENT HOUSING
FOR LOW INCOME GROUPS AT RENTS THEY CAN AFFORD+
SHOULD GO A LONG WAY TOWARDS THE NEEDED CLARIFICATION, REV.
MCGOVERN CONTINUED,

/+THIS LOGICALLY
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+THIS LOGICALLY INVOLVES A RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE INCOME
OF THE TENANT AND WHAT HE MUST PAY,+ AND HE HOPED HE WAS RIGHT
IN THINKING THE CONCEPT OF SUBSIDY WAS INCLUDED IN THE ABILITY
TO PAY, +30 THAT THE VERY POOR, WHOSE NEEDS ARE GREATEST,
ARE NOT EXCLUDED FROM DECENT HOUSING.+

HOWEVER, HE SAID, IT WAS LESS CLEAR HOW MUCH
CROSS5-SUBS IDY WAS INVOLVED BETWEEN THE VARIOUS GROUPS OF RENTS,
Ck, TO WHAT EXTENT SOME LOWER INCCME GROUPS WERE SUESIDISING
OTHER GROUPS, +THUS RELIEVING THE RICH OF PART OF WHAT
SHOULD BE THEIR EURDEN.+

HE SAID HE HAD READ THE HOUSING AUTHCRITY ANNUAL REPORT,
LISTENED TO PUBLIC HOUSING TENANTS AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPERS
wHO WORKED WITH THEM, AND ADMITTED HE wWAS CONFUSED.

IF A CLEAR ACCOUNT COULD BE GIVEN IN SUCH A WAY THAT
EVEN HE, +OR ANY EQUALLY UNEDUCATED TENANT IN A PUBLIC
HOUS ING FLAT CAN UNDERSTAND, THEN JUSTICE WILL BE SEEN
TO BE DONE AND MISGUIDED CRITICISM, IF ANY, WILL BE
DEFUSED,+ HE SAID,

REV, MCGOVERN WELCOMED THE HOME OWNERSHIP SCHEME AND
ASKED THAT SAFEGUARDS BE TAKEN TO PREVENT PROF ITEERING
INED S

EY I'i EIE\J; ':I.'- el o o T8

IT WOULD INDIRECTLY MAKE AVAILAELE MORE SPACE IN
THE CHEAPER RENTAL AREAS AND ITS SUCCESS SHOULD BE
JUDGED MAINLY BY THIS RATHER THAN ITS EFFECTS ON THE
BETTER OFF PROSPECTIVE OWNERS, HE SAID.

ML 3 N e /’10.1...
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CALL TO MAKE TRAINING COUNCIL A STATUTORY BODY
¥ X K ¥ ¥

THE HON. S.L. CHEN HAS SUGGESTED IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
TODAY THAT THE TRAINING COUNCIL BE GIVEN STATUTORY STATUS TO
BECOME A PERMANENT BODY TO ENSURE THAT HONG KONG HAS A BALANCED
INDUSTRIAL TRAINING AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION SYSTEM.

MR, CHEN POINTED OUT THAT THERE WAS HUGE IMBALANCE AT
PRESENT. +WHEREAS TECHNICAL EDUCATION IS CONDUCTED INyA FORMAL
MANNER, WITH PRESCRIBED COURSE CURRICULUM AND UNDER EFFICIENT
SUPERVISION, INDUSTRIAL TRAINING IS IN THE MAIN CARRIED OUT
PURELY ON A VOLUNTARY BASIS.+

HE SAID ALTHOUGH THE TRAINING COUNCIL THRCUGH ITS VARIOUS
TRAINING BOARDS HAD SUCCESSFULLY DRAWN UP STANDARDS AND TRAINING
PROGRAMMES FOR INDUSTRIES AT ALL LEVELS, WHETHER THEY WERE
FOLLOWED WAS LEFT ENTIRELY TO INDIVIDUAL EMPLOYERS.

THE POSITION OF INDUSTRIAL TRAINING FOR THE TECHNOLOGIST,
ESPECIALLY IN ENGINEERING FIELDS, AND PROFESSIONAL GRADES WAS
PARTICULARLY SERIOQUS, MR. CHEN SAID, SO THAT MANY EMPLOYERS HAD
TO IMPORT THIS LEVEL OF MANPOWER FROM AEROAD.

HE WARNED THAT UNLESS WE COULD CORRECT THIS IMBALANCE, WE
WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO PRODUCE SUFFICIENT MANPOWER OF THE QUALITY
WE NEED, MORE SO WITH INDUSTRIAL DIVERSIFICATION,

HE SAID THERE WAS ALSO AN URGENT NEED TO CREATE A CENTRAL
TECHNICAL INFORMATION SERVICE BY POOLING THE RESOURCES OF
EXISTING ORGANISATIONS, TO AVOID DUPLICATION AND PROVIDE A FOCUS
FOR THOSE SEEKING INFORMATION.

WHETHER OR NOT WE WOULD SUCCEED IN DIVERSIFICATION WOULD
DEPEND ON HOW MUCH AND HOW EEST WE UTILISE MODERN TECHNOLOGIES
AND TRANSFER THEM FROM MANAGEMENT TO SHOP FLOCR, AND ONE OF THE
MOST COST EFFECTIVE MEANS TC ENCCURAGE THIS WAS SUCH A SERVICE
TO INDUSTRY, HE SAID.

INDUSTRIAL DIVERSIFICATION, MR. CHEN NOTED, SHOULD BE BOTH
VERTICAL AND HORIZONTAL-PROVIDING FOR GREATER VARIETY AND MORE
SOPHISTICATION IN EXISTING INDUSTRIES AS WELL AS GENERATING NEWw

ND HIGHER TECHNOLOGY INDUSTRIES.

IT SHOULD AlM AT LONG-TERM STABILITY RATHER THAN SHORT-TERM
SUCCESS. IT MIGHT INVOLVE LONGER=TERM PLANNING THAN HONG KONG
HAD BEEN USED TO, AND HAD TO BE GEARED TO GENERATE A HIGHER ADDED
VALUE PER UNIT CF INVESTMENT.

/MR, CHEN LISTED
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CHEN LISTED FACTORS WHICH COULD HINDER ITS PROCESS:
LACK OF CENTRAL ECCNOMIC PLANNING MACHINERY,

LACK OF INDUCEMENT FOR NEW INDUSTRIES,
INAVAILAEILITY OF TECHNICAL MANPOWER AND KNOW-HOW,

LACK OF TECHNOLOGICAL INFRASTRUCTURE, SUCH AS A
COMPREHENS IVE TECHNICAL INFORMATION SERVICE,

INABILITY TO INFLUENCE EXPORT OUTLETS WHICH ARE
HEAVILY RELIED ON,

LACK OF A SECURE AND PROTECTED DOMESTIC MARKET, AND
DEPENDENCE ON DISTANT SOURCES OF RAW MATERIAL SUPPLIES.

PROVIDED SUITABLE ANSWERS TO SOME OF THESE COULD BE FOUND,
WITHIN THE LIMITS IMPOSED EY HONE KONG’S NATURAL ENVIRONMENT,
THERE WERE STILL MEASURES WHICH COULD BE TAKEN TO ACCELERATE
INDUSTRIAL DIVERSIFICATION, HE SAID.

e e el S
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UNOFF IC 1AL MEMBER SEEKS MORE EQUITABLE
COMPENSATION TO THOSE AFFECTED BY DEVELOPMENT
xR KR XX

THE HON, PETER C., WONG CALLED ON THE GOVERNMENT IN THZ
LZGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY TO BE MORE EQUITABLE IN ITS PAYMENT
OF COMPENSATION TO PECPLE DISTURBED OR DISLOCATED BY THE
MASSIVE DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME IN HONG KONG.

WHILE THE ULTIMATE AIM OF SUCH DEVELOPMENT WAS TO BENEFIT
THE WHOLE OF HONG KONG, HE SAID, THE PROCESS ITSELF WAS NOT
WITHOUT SACRIFICES AND ADEQUATE COMPENSATION IN CASH OR IN
KIND HAD TO BE PROVIDED TO +MAKE THE WOUND LESS PAINFUL.+

HE ELABORATED ON THE INADEQUACIES IN COMPENSATION IN
EXISTING LEGISLATION OR PCLICY RELATIKG TC LAND AND
EU ILD INGS.,

MR. WONG SPOKE AT LENGTH ON LAND RESUMPTION, DANGEROUS
BUILD INGS AND CLOSURE ORDERS, STREET ALTERATIONS, CROWN TENANTS
AND TOWN PLANNING.

ON LAND RESUMPTION, MR. WONG POINTED OUT THAT WHILE THE
GOVZRNMENT SELDOM MADE ANY ATTEMPT TCO ENFORCE LEASE CONDITIONS
IN THE NEW TERRITORIES AND MIGHT EVEN HAVE ACCEFPTED RATES AND
PROPERTY TAX ASSESSED ON HOUSES BUILT CN AGRICULTURAL LAND,
UPON RESUMPTION THE LAND WOULD ONLY BE COMPENSATED AS
AGR ICULTURAL LAND AND THE VALUE OF THE HOUSES ON IT
WHOLLY IGNORED.

HE SUGGESTED A SOLUTION BY GIVING TwO EXAMPLES WHICH
HE SAID WERE BOTH FAIR AND RzALISTIC : GRANTING EX-GRATIA
PAYMENT, AS ON THE CLEARANCE OF SQUATTER AREAS, AND AWARDING
COMPENSATICN AT THE HIGHER USER RATE, AS PRACTISED BY TENANCY
TR IBUNALS FOR TENANTS OCCUPYING PRE-WAR DOMESTIC FLATS EUT
USING THEM FOR COMMERCIAL CR INDUSTRIAL PUR

ON DANGEROQUS BUILDINGS AND CLOSURE ORDERS, MR. WONG
SUPPORTED THE EXISTING GOVERNMENT MEASURES TO RELIEVE
HARDSHIPS CAUSED BY EMERGE hCY CLOabP: ORDERS ON DANGEROUS
EUILDINGS BUT FELT THAT FUrTﬁth cFFORTS SHQULD BE MADE,
THROUGH WELL—-PLANNED DEPARTMENTAL CC-CRIDINATION AND
CLEARLY-DEF INED POLICIES.

VENTIVE MEASURE, HE SUGGESTED THAT THE GOVZRNMENT
ALL AGING AND MT:anﬁ_hY DANGEROUS BUILDINGS
AND THOROUGHLY TC ENAELE REPAIRS TO EE MADE

REDUCE THE HEED TO MAKE CLOSURE ORDERS.

/FURTHERMORE
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IN VULNERAELE DISTRICTS, IT WOULD Bt °
AVAILABLE AND DRAW UF CONCRETE PLANS
CONTINGENCIES, HE SAID.

MR. WONG ASKED ON BEHALF OF TENANTS OF POST-WAR DANGEROUS
BUILDINGS FOR SOME FORM OF GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE. |IN CASES
WHERE AN OCCUPATION PERMIT WAS ISSUED TO A BUILDING NOT FULLY
COMPLY ING WITH REQUIREMENTS, OR WHERE DEFECTS SHOWED UP
BECAUSE GOVERNMENT SERVANTS HAD FAILED TO EXERCISE DUE
SUPERVISION OF THE EUILDING WORK, IT WAS ONLY FAIR FOR THE
GCVERNMENT TO ACCEPT RESPONSIEILITY AND COMPENSATE THE
PEOPLE THUS DISPOSSESSED, HE 3AID.

ON THE STREETS (ALTERATION) ORDINANCE AND OTHER ORDINANCES
INVOLVING COMPENSATION, MR. WONG CALLED ON THE GOVERNMENT TO
INCORPORATE IN THEM SOME OF THE PROVISIONS OF A PROCEDURAL
NATURE CONTAINED IN THE MASS TRANSIT RAILWAY (LAND RESUMPTION
AND RELATED PROVISIONS) ORDINANCE, WHICH WAS A VAST IMPROVEMENT
OVER THE OTHER CRDINANCES,

|MPROVEMENT COULD EE MADE BY EXTENDING THE PERICD ALLOWED
FOR MAKING CLAIMS FOR COMPENSATION UNDER THE STREETS (ALTERATION)
ORD INANCE FROM ONE, OR TWO MONTHS, DEPENDING ON THE NATURE OF
THE CLOSURE OR ALTERATION, TO A YEAR

IT WAS PATENTLY OBVIOUS THAT THE TIME NOW ALLOWED WAS
UNREASONABLY SHORT AND THERZ WERE NO PROVISIONS WHEREBY THE
PUBLIC WERE NOTIFIED OFFICIALLY OF THE CESSATION OR COMPLETION
OF WORK SO AS TO KNOW THE TIME LIMIT FOR LODGING A CLAIM.

DSHIPS ALSO OFTEN AROSE FROM DELAYED PAYMENTS OF
coMP h“aﬁT|0h BECAUSE OF RED=-TAPE AND OTHER PROCEDURAL
REQUIREMENTS. +A SYSTEM FOR ADVANCE PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION
SHOULD NISTRATIVELY, IF NOT

MR. WONG SAID.

IN LINE WITH THE MTR ORDINANCE, THERE SHOULD BE

OR PﬂY‘:NT BY THE GOVERNMENT, PREFERABLY THREE
DATE OF AGREEMENT OR Huﬁ”u. +PROVISION SHOULD
iMuLL“" PAYMENT GF INTEREST ON COMPENSATION,+
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WN TENANTS OF PRE-WAR EBUILDIN MR. WONG DREW
Q THE AESENCE HEIR RIGHT TO COMPENSAT ION.
NTED OUT THAT THERE COULD BE INJUSTICE IN SOME
DfaAPY TENANTS MIGHT BECOME CROWN TENANTS THROUGH
HEIR OWN, AS A"w HE GOVERNMENT TOOK OVER
EUYIHG TAE BUIL i RE=ENTERED THE BUILDING
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+THE IR RIGHT TO COMPENSATION WAS IRREVOCABLY LOST THE
; HE CROWN BECAME OWNER. THIS STATE OF AFFAIRS IS
OV IOUSLY UNSATISFACTORY. THEIR HARDSHIP IS JUST THE SAME
AS ANY CTHER TENANT,+ HE SAID.

FCR THEM, MR. WONG ADYOCATED THAT THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD
NOT EXEMPT ITSELF FRCHM THE DUTIES AND CEL IGATIONS OF A
PRIVATE OWNER,

ON THE RATHER COMPLEX SUBJECT OF TOWN PLANNING, MR. WONG
CONF INED HIS SPZECH TO THE AMEIT OF THE TOWN PLANNING
LEGISLATION, PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND COMPENSATION.

CN THE FIRST POINT ABOUT THE AMBIT OF THE LEGISLATION,
MR. WONG SAID THAT THE TOWN PLANNING ORDINANCE WAS
PASSED N ;*L, wHEN THE GOVERNMENT PLAYED CONLY A COMPARATIVELY
MINCR ROLE CONTROLL ING DEVELOPMENT. THE COUNTRYSIDE HAD
NOW ASSUMED CONSIDERABLE IMPORTANCE AND THE TREND WAS

R

E:’:?'_CI"F TO L‘Crnl I NUE.

ALTHOUGH THE COUNTRY PARKS ORDINANCE WAS ENACTED IN 1976,
ITS PURPOSE WAS NOT IDENTICAL, AND OUTSIDE THE NeW TOWN,
+|IT 1S NCT COMPETENT FOR THE TOWN PLANNING BOARD TO PREPARE
PLANS FCR THE RURAL AREAS OF HONG KONG,+ HE SAID.

HE THEREFORE STRONGLY RECOMMENDED CLEARLY WORDING THE
TOWN PLANNING CRDINANCE TC INCLUDE THE RURAL AREAS, SO AS
TO GIVE LEGAL BACKING TO WHATEVER ZONING PLANS WERE NEEDED
FOR THE NEW TERRITORIES.

HE ALSO SUGGESTED SETTING UP A SYSTEM CF MAKING INQUIRIES
AND SEARCHES AT THE TOwN PLANNING OFFICE TO ENAEBLE INTERESTED
PARTIES TO OBTAIN PRECISE INFCRMATION REGARDING DRAFT CR
APPROVED PLANS.

. WONG
EQUIRED TC
CERTAIN AREA.

ON THE QUESTION OF FPUBLIC PARTICIPATION
EMPHAS ISED THAT IN THE UR, LOCAL AUTHORITY
MAKE PUBLIC ITS DECISION TC PREPARE A PLAN
E BENEFIT

ENCOURAGED
PARATION, +

r
VA
0
S —QHN PLANS hnE LH:ICLLLY DES IGNED FO

2
PEOPLE L E S THE FUEBLI
F IPATE IN THE VARIQUS STA ES OF THEIR
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HE ASKED THE GOVERNMENT TC INFORM THE PUBLIC OF A
COMPLETED kHA-i PLAN OR OF ITS INTENTION TO PI R
PLAN IN A MORE POSITIVE WAY,

+NGT IF
TENANTS 31~
JuSTICz BE
Ec AN ZXCUSE
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ON THE QUESTION OF CCMPENSATION ARISING FROM THE
cFFECTS OF GOVERNMENT TOWN PLANNING, MR. WONG POINTED OUT
THAT THE HONG KONG TOWN PLANNING ORD[NANCE UNL IKE THE UK
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT, SP’CIFICALLY DENIED THE
RIGHT CF ANY LANDOWNER, WHO CONSIDERED HIS INTEREST AFFECTED,
FROM CLAIMING COMPENSATION

+VERY OFTEN A PLAN MAY, MERELY BY EE!NG PUBL ISHED AS A
DRAFT PLAN, DRAIN AWAY DEV:LOPPCNT VALUE FROM LAND,+ HE
SAID. AN OWNER, FOR EXAMPLE, MIGHT NOT BE ABLE TO SELL
HIS PROPERTY OR BE PERMITTED TO DEVELCP IT IF IT WAS
AFFECTED BY A PLANNED NE« ROAD WHICH MIGHT NOT BE DUE FOR
CONSTRUCTION FOR SOME YEARS.,

+IN ALL 3SUCH CAS & R : OTENTIAL ELEMENT
CF COMPULSORY PbRCHASt, TH- QN AR j Sh“ULD BE ABLE
TO SERVE A NOTICE REQUIRING Th &U i BY GOVERNMENT
CF HIS INTEREST i% THE BLIGHTED " WONG SAID.

HE SAID THE PRICE PAID FOR A LEASE OFTEN REFLECTED
ITS FULL DZVELOPMENT POTENTIAL FOR ITS ENTIRE TERM.
+HONEVER THE TOWN PLANNING ECARD I3 ALWAYS AT LIBERTY TO INTRODUCE

ANY RESTRICTIONS IT THINKS FIT.+

THE OWNER WAS THUS DEPRIVED CF HIS RIGHT TO RE-DEVELOP
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE LEASE CONDITIOKS EBUT WAS NOT ELIGIBLE
FOE ANY FORM OF COMPENSATION., +SUCH DERCGATICN OF PRIVATE
RIGHTS IS SOCIALLY UNDESIRAELz AND SHCULD NOT BE EFFECTED
'ITHOuT ADEQUATE COMPENSATION,+ HE S&

HE SAID.

Hc ADDED THAT THERE WAS FURTHER CASE FOR COMPENSATION SINCE
PREMIUMS WERE PAYAELE WHENEVER A LANDOWNZR APPLIED FOR A
VMOD IF ICATION OF THE CROWN LEASE CONDITIONS. BESIDES, HE
SAID, COMPENSATION WAS PAYABLE UNDER THE COUNTRY PARRS
ORPihAWCu, TO A LAhDOwth wHOSE LAND wAS DETRIMENTALLY
AFFECTED.

MR. WONG STRESSELD THAT COM ATION MUST BE BASED ON
tuUlTABL: GROUNDS AND NOT +bPACHL:u BY NARRO. LEGISLATION.+

~
R e §
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SCHeME MORE

CONTR IEUTOR
Y FOR WORKERS

ATTRACTIVE A
*

THE CONTRIBUTORY EZﬂTn, SICKh:Sb AND INJURY I[INSURANCE
aCH-'E 'uULJ EE |OQE ATTRACTIVE TO WORKERS AS SOME FORM OF A
THAT THEY COULD GET EBACK PART OF THEIR
CVNTdiBUTFuwa AFTER A NUMBER OF YEARS, THE HON. WONG LAM
SAID IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY.

HE POINTED OUT THAT THE CHINESE DO NOT VIEW LIFE INSURANCE
N THE SAME WAY AS WESTERNERS. ALTHOUGH THE WORKERS MAY EE
WILL ING TO CONTRIBUTE INITHIALLY, AFTER A WHILE THEY MAY BE
RELUCTANT TO PART WITH A SUM OF MONEY EVERY MONTH, HE SAID.

HE THOUGHT THE RATe OF 2 PeR CENT TC Be CONTRIBUTED BY
THz EMPLOYEE WAS NOT HIGH., AT PRESENT, A LARGE NUMBER OF
EMPLOYEES PQWTIPJSATINu IN PROVIDENT FUND SCHEMES CONTRIBUTE
SOME 4 TO 5 PER CENT OF THEIR INCOME, HE SAID,

Y Ec ALLOWED TO FIX

THAN 2 BUT NOT MORE
NANC 1AL COMMITMENTS AND

MR. WONG SUGGESTED THAT THE EMPL
HIS OWN CONTRIBUTION RATE, AT NCT LES
THAN 5 PER CENT, TO SUIT INDIVIDUAL F
PREFERENCES.

Q
3
IN

i@ THE TIME FOR IMPLEMENTING THE SCHEZME
AMPLE TIME TO PREPARE THEMSELVES.

+GOVERNMENT WILL HAVE TO ENSURE THAT AN EMPLOYER WILL NOT
REFUSE EMPLOYMENT TO A WORKER WHO wISHES TO JOIN THE SCHEME,
AND THAT AN EMPLOYEE WILL NOT SUFFEZR ANY LOSS ON INSURANCE
BENEF ITS |7 HE CHANGES JOBS,+ HE SAID.
HE HOPED THE GOVERNMENT WOULD PROVIDE MORE INFORMATION
N AS POSSIBLE SO THAT ALL THOSE CONCERNED MAY EE AELE TO
IT AND MAKE SUGGESTIONS.,

ONG KONG’3 ( RADE RA“LEJJ, MR. WONG ASKED IF
EXT WOULD CONWS OURACG ING InMPST‘C' IN NEw

R}
wAY :.-'i: SA - EARS Trli.‘r'-} [obL 'J..a.—xf

XPERIMENTS IN THIS FIELD HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT QEITE ¥
SSFULLY IN NE IGHBOUR ING CCUNTRIES, HE SAID, AND we COULD
S TAl

eTatatld

c A LEAF FROM THEIR BCOK,

wOin

THAT CHANGES SHOULD BE INTRODUCED TC ENSURE A
ERM DLth[lG A.u ihU*STF”T| IN LOCAL I[NDUSTRY, TC PLACE
Mb 3“*b OF MORE SOPHISTICATED PRODUCTS,
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SE NORMAL RETIRING AGE
¥ % % % % %

THERE WAS A DESIRE AMONG
CF EMPLOYEES, PARTICULARLY
FROM 55 YEARS TO 60 OR

UNG TAT-SHING SAID TCDAY
THE NORMAL RETIRING AGE
5 OF THE CIVIL SERVICE

VOURAELE RULING ON THIS BY THE
ha THEIR 55TH BIRTHDAY WOULD F IND
AND SATISFYING BECAUSE CF THE

i

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL’S ANNUAL DEBATE
THz GOVcRNOR’S ADDRESS WHICH HE SAID
WORK ING POPULATION IN HONG KONG, AND
IMMED IATE CONCERN.

AT
THANKS

THE
FOR
THE
IN MATTERS OF
CONTRIEUTORY SICKNESS ANLD DEATH INSURANCEZ
uth Th: REACTION OF THE WORKERS TOWARDS |IT WAS GENERALLY
IN THE AESENCE OF A MORt COMPREHENSIVE AND BENEF ICIAL
JR ITY SCHEME, PARTICULARLY IN THE CASE OF MIDDLE-AGED
THOSE WITH HEAVY FAMILY RESPONSIBILITIES.
wWOULD HELP TC REHABIL ITATE

D THAT THE PROPOSED SCHEM
b OVER THESE PERIODS OF

IES AND TIDe THEM

» ILL THEREFORE RECEIVE
nLLY AND HOPE THAT IT WILL
LEUNG ADDED.

THE QUALIFYING AGE FOR

WANGE AND TO IMPROVE ABILITY ALLOWANCE.

Iﬁ +1LTHDUGH THESE ARE CERTAINLY STEPS FCORWARD
SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY THEY STILL FALL

CJ.rPch.alht AlIM TO AMEL IORATE THE HARDSHIPS CF THE

THE HE LPLcob, SINCE THE PRESENCE OF HARSH

ORMS AN ADVc RS: REFLECTION ON THE NAME CF THE

HE SA

) {IP SCHEME, MR. LEUNG SAID IT
I“H:EPS TC Bt ABLE TO BENEFIT FROM
NG FOR WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES

—]

FCR LIVING ACCOMMODAT ION
SUCH DEMANDS ON TAZ LIG
PARTICULARLY IN THE CAS

ARE NOT QUALIFIED FOR,
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i SETTING UP ADVISORY BOARDS FOR NT
X ¥ K ¥ x ¥

RTANT THAT THE GOVERNOR’S PROPOSAL TO SET UP

It ALL NEW TERRITORIES DISTRICTS EE VIeWED

HER THAN- EMOTIONALLY OR FACTIONALLY, THE HON.
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY.

IEVED THAT THE MAIN QUESTIONS TC CONSIDER WERE WHETHER

'“ULD SERVE THE BEST INTEREST OF THE GENERAL INHABITANTS
DISTRICT, HAVING DUE REGARD TC THE TRADITIONAL
MS OF THE INDIGENCUS INHAEITANTS.

THE ADVISCORY ECARDS AND THE RUFHL COMMITTEES WCULD ALSC HAVE
0
AND CAREFULLY WORDED TERMS CF REFE REHCE SHOULD BE FORMULATED
AND ANNCUNCED AS SOON AS PDSSFELE,+ Ht SAID,

SINCE EACH DISTRICT AND EACH TOWN IN THE NEW TERRITORIES
IS UNIQUE, THE PLAN FOR THE OPERATION OF THE SCHEME AND THE
COMPOSITION OF THE BCARDS SHOULD BE CONSIDERED CAREFULLY AND
[HJ'VJJUALLY WITH FULL CONSULTATION WwITH THE RURAL COMMITTEES AND
THE LOCAL PEOPLE CONCERNED, MR. YEUNG POINTED OUT.

Ll

THE SOUNDNESS OF THE PRINCIPLE OF THE SCHEME COULD
TLY CHALLENGED. +{w-In_CTLY THIS SCHEME WILL HELP
URCE FOR THE DEVELOPMeNT OR PROMOTION OF THE MUCH
RSHIP AT THE LOCAL GRASS-RCCTS LEVEL,+ HE ALDED.
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WAS PLEASED THAT THE LHD P—*DC%
THE ANISED AREAS IN THE NEW RITCR

| I
§ ULD BE RECTIF IED
AND P CLAIMS OF THE SMALLER TOHNS ﬁGULu

s WO
NOT EE NEGLECTED.
HCWEVER, HE SUGGESTED THAT SUCH SERVICES AND AMENITIES SHOULD
EE EXTENDED T" VILLAGES AND OTHER AREAS WHERE THERE IS A FAIR
CONCENTRATION GF POPULATICH OQUTSIDE THE TOWhS.
HE SAID THAT IT WAS HIGE TIME FOR THE GOVERNMEN
A FULL PROGRAMME OF RESUMING LAND FOR THE CONSTRUCTICON CF
ACCESS ROADS TO SERVE THE VILLAGES, HOUSING AND FARMING AREF/
THERE WERE NO SUCH FACILITIES, THE LACK CF wHICH HAD MADE IT
DIFF ICULT FOR THE GOVERNMENT TC PROVIDE CTHER SERVICES.

THE GGV:nﬂ‘huT Tu PAY MORE ATTERTION TO THE PLIGHT

I0SE PEOPLE UPROCTED THE PROCESS OF DEVELOPMENT,
uTH RWISE SO hASILY r"‘FECC TEN BY THE REST OF THE CCMMUNITY
NLY TOO EAGER TO SHARE THE FRUITS OF DEVELOPMENT.+

+EVERY POSSIELE WAY SHCULD Bt EXPLORED TO ! HOW THEIR
LOSSES AND SUFFERI aS MAY BE AVERTED AND, IN UNAVOIDAELE
CIRCUMSTANCES, BE M I |D:u ruu..’ THEIR ‘JTr-m_m Y OF LIFE ADEQUATELY
|ﬂ1hTH!KEd AS A M r CF“LL AND B 1' A ‘HITE GF
CONCESS ION GR SYM i SAiD.

'R YEUNG SAID TﬂHT 1
M IT AN CPPORTUNITY TC
N AN, CTHE If*:R:JTu Or JJ
E T"?*n_tu LJ\_--J: |l\.;qn'l-_ TrHosc ir

PEOPLE.

N THE OTHER HAND, IT IS wY
NTAL SCCIAL, .JhuxleL AN

TC BE COMPATIBLE WITH AND COMPLEMENTARY TC EACH CTH5R= +WELL=DEF INEU
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NEW POLITICAL ADVISER ARRIVING TOMORROw
¥ % % ¥ % %

THE NEW POLITICAL ADVISER, DR. DAVID WILSON, ARRIVES IN
HONG KONE TOMCRROW (FRIDAY) TO TAKE OVER FROM MR. ALAN DCNALD,
WHO LEFT LAST MONTH AFTER MORE THAN THREE YEARS HERE.

DR, WILSCN JOINED THE FOREIGN OFFICE IN 1958 AND WwAS
FIRST POSTED TO VIENTIANE WHERE HE SERVED AS THIRD SECRETARY
IN THE BRITISH EMEASSY. IN 1960, HE CAME HERE TO SPEND THREE
YEARS STUDYING MANDARIN AT HONG KCONG UNWIVERSITY,

IN 1963, HE WAS APPOINTED SECOND SECRETARY AT THE OFF ICE
CF THE BRITISH CHARGE D'AFFAIRES IN PEKING, REMAINING THERE
UNTIL 1965 WHEN HE RETURNZD TC THE FOREIGN OFF ICE TO WORK ON
THe CHINA DESK CF THE FAR EASTERN DEPARTMENT. HE SUBSEQUENTLY
BECAME EDITOR OF THE CHINA QUARTERLY,.

IN 1974, DR. WILSON RE-JOINED THE FGREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH
OFF ICz AND HAS BEEN WORKING IN THE CAEINET OFFICE IN LONDON
UNTIL HIS APPOINTMENT AS POLITICAL ADVISER IN HONG KONG.

DR. WILSON, WHO IS AGED 42, 1S MARRIED AND HAS TWO SONS.

MR. DONALD HAS EcEN AFPOINTZD ERITISH AMEASSADOR TO ZAIRE
AND GOES THERE NEXT MONTH.

i e U i

CONSULTANT TO PRINTING DEPARTMENT
kK K X X X

A BRITISH PRINTING AND DESIGN EXPERT HAS BEEN SECONDED BY
TH: COMMONWEALTH FUND FOR T'C%wICa CO=CPERATION TO THE PRINTING
EPARTMENT TO SERVE FOR A SHCRT TIMZ AS CONSULTANT ON TRAINING
rACILlTIEa FOR PRINTING STAFF DEVELOPIFENT.

HE 13 MR. JOHN BIGGS WHO HAS HAD A LONG AND DISTINGUISHED
CAREER IN PRINTING AND DESIGN IN BRITAIN, MR. BIGGS ARRIVES IN
HONG KONG TOMORROW (FRIDAY).

HE WAS EDUCATED AT DERBY SCHOOCL ”F ART, LONDON UNIVERSITY
AND AT THE CENTRAL SCHOOL OF ARTS AND AFTb IN LONDON. HE WAS
AN INSTRUCTOR AT THE LONDON SCHOOL OF “FIuTIUG FOR SIX YEARS,
TEACHING BOTH APPRENTICES AND MATURE MANAGERIAL STUDENTS, AND
WAS LATER PRODUCTION MANAGER FOR THE 'COUNTRY LIFE? MAGAZINF
FROM 1950 - 53, HE WAS DEPUTY HEAD OF NORWICH ART SCHOOL
AND, FROM 1953 = 74, WAS HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT OF VISUAL
CONMUNJCATIONS FOR BRIGHTON CORPORATION WHERE HE ORGANISED
DEGREE COURSES IN GRhPPIC D”SICh COVERING PRINTING, TYPOGRAPHY,
PHOTOGRAPHY, ILLUSTRATICONS AND ADVERTISING

MR. EIGGS IS A MEMBER OF A NUMBER OF ORGANISATIONS INCLUDING
TS AND DE

4L SSCIHTY OF THE INSTITUTE OF ARTISTS SIENERS AND TH:Z

PRINTING HISTCRICAL SOCIETY,

Hz HAS PUBL ISHED SEVERAL ECOKS INCLUDING 'BASIC TYPOGRAPHY’,
'APPROACH TO TYPE’ AND 'THE USE CF TYPE'.

LAST YEAR, MR, Bl GJS CARRISD OUT A SHCRT ASSIGNMENT FOR THE
COMMONWEALTH FUND FOR TECHNICAL CO=-0PERATION IN JAMAICA.

MR. BIGGS WILL N HONG KONG FOR APPROXIM
S e e A
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TRAFF IC BAN ON GOODS VEHICLES TO BE-LIFTED
X X % %

THE TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCED TODAY THE EXISTING BAN
Olf GOODS VEHICLES USING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF CLEAR WATER BAY ROAD
AND CASTLE PEAX ROAD ON SUNDAYS AND PUBLIC HOL IDAYS WILL EBE
LIFTED FROM 2 A.M, ON SUNDAY (CCTCBER 30).

THE SECTIONS OF ROADS INVCLVED ARE

% CLEAR WATER BAY ROAD (EASTBOUND) FROM KWUN TONG RCAD TO
FEIl NGC SHAN ROAL=

CLEAR WATER BAY ROAD (WESTBOUND) FROM HIRAM’S HIGHWAY
TC ANDERSON ROAD, AND=

CASTLE PEAK ROAD (ECTH KOWLOOMN BOUND AND YUEN LONG BOUND)
FROM SHA TSUI ROAD TO PUl TO ROAD.

THE BAN WAS INTRODUCED ON MAY 1, THIS YEAR AS A MEASURE TO
REL IEVE CCNGESTION CN THESE T.C ROADS RESULTING FROM HEAVY
TRAFFIC GOING TO BEACHZ3S IN SUMMER.

wITH THE RE=CPENING OF CASTLE PEAK ROAL, ROUTE TWISK WILL NO
LONGER BE REQUIRED BY GOODS VEHICLES AS AN ALTERNATIVE ROUTE
EETWEEN YUEN LONG AND TSUEN WAN, AND LEARNZR DRIVERS FROM NEXT
SUNDAY (OCTOBER 30) wiLL BE ALLOWED TO ENTER ROUTE TwiSK ON
SUNDAYS AND PUBLIC HOL IDAYS,
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GIRL GUIDES PRAISED FOR RAISING ;UALIT? OF LIFE IN HONG KONG

THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATI MR. RENNETH TOPLEY THIS EVENING
PAID TRIBUTE TC THE GIRL aUl ASSCCIATICN FOR MAKING A
POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION RAISING THE QUALITY OF LIFE IN
HONG KONG.

ADDRESS INEG THE ANNUAL MEETINEG OF THE ASSCCIATION'S
HONG hu\b BRANCH, MR, TOPLE Y u«lu, +YOU BY YCUR EFFORTS TO FORM
YOUNG WCMEN CF IMDEPEHDENT MIND, RELIAELE AND RESPONSIELE,
ACTIVE IN THE SERVICE OF THE CCMMUNITY, ARE SKHAPING HONG KONG®S
FUTURE FOR THE GOOD,+

Hc NOTED THAT THE GIRL GUIDES, wHO WERE welLlL ORGANISZD,
WERE FORMING A COMMITTEE TG DRAwW UP? THE NzXT FIVE=-YEtAR PLAN,

THE DIRECTOR CONGRATULATED THt MEMBERS, ORGANISERS ANL
LEADERS OF THE GIRL GUIDES ASSOCIATION AND ASSURED THEM OF KI3
SUPPORT AS WELL AS THAT OF THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.

MR. TOPLEY SAID HE WOl
HONG KONG INVITIRG THzH TO
C EXPAND BY OFFER ING THE U

Ul

RITe TC THE HEALS OF SCHOOLS IN
Tﬁ; HJDou\TIDn IN ITS cFFCRTS

MEETING PLACES.

mrpgin gl
-

O u:-

U)_-.l.r

He WOULD ALSO INVITE THE SUPPCRT OF TcACHERS TO EECCH:
ADULT LcADERS IN THE GIRL GUIDES MOVEMZNT.
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