DAILY INFORMATION BULLETIN

ISSUED BY GOVERNMENT INFORMATION SERVICES
BEACONSFIELD HOUSE, HONG KONG. TEL: 5-233191

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 1978
CONTENTS PAGE NO.
GOVERNMENT 1S CONSIDERING WAYS TO FURTHER IMPROVE

SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY .......... cecssssssence

CALL FOR EARLY LOWERING OF QUALIFYING AGE FOR 'OLD
AGE ALLOHAHCE 'I.l..l-...ll....'l....l..‘.-.l.‘.

SUPREME COURT TO BE VACATED srssssenmensninse 10
EXPANSION OF HOME OWNERSHIP SCHEME TO BE CONS IDERED.. 12

GOVERNMENT MONITORING PROPERTY AND LAND MARKET
DEALINGS & & ® lb“'l.l..lli‘IIII..III'.‘...I. 13

SPECULATION ON INITIAL DEPOSITS ON FLATS wuovevnvncuns 14
HONG KONG REPRESENTATIONS TO THE GATT ON TEXTILES ... 16

CONSULTANTS TO COMPILE REPORT ON TRAFFIC CONTROL AND
SURVE ILLANCE SYSTEM .... cecesssessssseaBabeens 17

ILLEGAL STRUCTURES IN NEW BUILDINGS - vhwibavutane XD
WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION (AMENDMENT)(NO. 2) BILL PASSED 19
ROAD TRAFFIC (AMENDMENT)(NO. 2) BILL vevveeeernconass 21
DETENTION CENTRES (AMENDMENT) BILL LT AT |
EMPLOYMENT OF EX~DRUG ADDICTS IN CIVIL SERVICE ..eu.. 22
DROP IN NUMBER OF DRUG ADDICTS EXPECTED .ovvevieesees 23
CALL FOR PROGRESSIVE INCREASES IN TAXES ON LUXURY

GOVERNMENT LOOKING INTO PYRAMID SELLING ........ 25
PHEBRIEAT FOIORT BN s e v inavsnvsn 25

24

/AGREEMENT TERMS .....




AGREEMENT TERMS TO ATTRACT MORE LOCAL OFFICERS
PROPOSED .

TALKS ON NEW MACAU FERRY TERMINAL IN FINAL STAGE ...

QUERY ON HK-US DOLLARS EXCHANGE RATE [|MPOSED BY [ATA

WAYS TO STRENGTHEN LEGISLATION ON REGISTRATION OF
MONEY LENDERS PROPOSED

ASSISTANCE TO SMALL-SCALE BUSINESSES AND INDUSTRIES .
LEGCO APPROVES SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS ...cciecacnne
YOUNG OFFENDERS IN SHA TSUI DETENTION CENTRE .
PAYMENT FOR ENTRIES IN TRADE DIRECTORIES ...cceveces

WAITING TIME FOR DISCIPLINARY INQUIRY OF CONVICTED
SEAMEN - 8 % & B & & 888

BILLS PASSED
TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENTS IN WAN CHAI AND KWUN TONG ..

WATER CUT




COVERNMENT 15 ISIDERING WAYS TO FURTHER
IMPROVE SER FCR 'TH LDERLY

THE GOVERNMENT IS CONSIDER 'WERING THE GQUALIFYING AGE FOR
OLD AGE ALLOWANCE TO 70 FROM OCTOBER HIS YEAR AND THE EARLY
EXPANSION OF THE COMMUNITY HNUR >ERV OR THE ELDERLY,

THIS WAS ANNOUNCED EY TL- SECRETARY FCR. SOCIAL SERVICES, THE
HON. E.P4 HO, IN-REPLY TC NTS RAISEZD EY THE UNCFFICIALS
DURING THE DEEATE N THE GREEN PAPER ON SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY.

MR. HO SAID IF THE PROPOSAL FOR LOWERING THE QUALIFYING AGE
FROM OCTOBER 1 WAS APPROVED, THE SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT WOULD
{AKE EVERY EFFORT TO EFFECT PAYMENTS AS SOON AS POSSIELE FROM THAT
DATE, BUT WHERE DELAYS COULD NOT-BE AVOIDED SUCH CASES- WOULD
EVENTUALLY RECEIVE BACK PAYMENTS.

. HE SAID THAT THE PROPOSAL FOR INTRODUCING THE IMPROVEMENT ON
THE OLD AGE ALLOWANCE IN TwWO STEPS, WAS “ARTIALLY FINANC IAL, EUT
MAINLY DUE TO THE SIZE OF THE POTENTIAL NEW CASE .LOAD WHICH A
SINGLE STEP COULD INVOLVE,

HE SAID: +THE 70-74 AGE GROUP IS NOW EaTIMATED TO BE 74,000
ON. OCTOBER 1, 1978, .EVEN IF THIS RESULTS {IN AN INITIAL TAKE- UD RATE
OF 50% OR 37,000 THIS WOULD STILL REPRESENT NEARLY A 60 PER CENT
INCREASE ON THE PRESENT CL IENTELE OF 64,000,

+ACCORDINGLY, IF SUCH A ' LARGE NUMBER OF NEW APPLICATIONS DID
COME FORWARD TOGETHER—=AND IT IS ONLY REASCNABLE TO ASSUME THIS ==
SOME INITIAL DELAYS IN PROCESSING THEM WOULD EE INEVITAELE,+ HE
ADDED,

ON COMMUNITY NURSING SEfVIC_ FOR THE _LUEQLY « HO SAID THE
MED ICAL DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY C ATTeE AT A RECEN % ‘ ETIIC HAS ALSC
RECOMMENDED THE EARLY EKPAN&Iu LF iCH fICE AND THE GOVERNMENT
Wil BE CONSIDERING IN THE COMING FEW MON ES THE MOST PRACT ICAL
MEANS OF ACHIEVING QUR OBJECTIVE H : BELE i

+THE PLANNING TARGET OF 34 COMMUNITY NURSES FOR EACH 100,000
AGED 65 AND OVER IS A MODEST EUT REALISTIC START, AND WE SHALL EBE
REF ININEG THIS TARGET ON THE ADVIC: OF THE MED ICAL DEVELOPMENT
ADVISORY COMMITTEE IN THE L IGHT CF EXPERIENCE GAINED,+ HE SAID.

ON THE PROVISION OF ADEQUATE CARE AND ATTENTION FACILITIES FOR
THE ELDERLY, MR. HO AGREED THAT THIS IS THE AREA WHERE FAIRLY RARID
EXPANS ION 18 REQUIRED AND A CAREFUL EXAMINATICN IS BEING MADE  OF
THE RESPECTIVE ROLES OF THE VOLUNTARY SECTCR AND THE GOVERNMENT IN
MEETING PLANNED TARGETS.

HE POINTED OUT THAT TH’ PLAKNING RATIC OF & PLACES FOR EVERY

1,000 AGED 60 AND OVER IS A TENTA e AKD IF WE CAN EVEN REACH
THIS TARGET WITHIN A - FEW YEARS, 4t WOULD HCT BE DOING TCU EADLY.

/REPLYING +vv..
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REPLYING TO ANOTHER POINT RAISED EY THE UNOFFICIALS, MR. HO
SAID EMPHAS IS HAS BEEN PLACED ON THE VALUE CF EDUCATION, NOT OULLY
OF THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE Ha T'_I“ RESPONSIBILITY TOWARDS THE
ELDERLY, BUT ALSO OF THE ELDERLY THEMSELVES ON HEALTH MATTERS AND
ON ERIDGTNG THE GENERATICN Gnu.

+DETERMINED AND SUSTAINED EFFORTS IN THIS AREA WiLL BE MADE
AND WE SHALL MOBILISE EVERY RESOURCE IN DOING-SO,+ HE SAID.

ON DR. FANG?’S REMARKS ON -THE INCRZASED CHARGES LEVIED EY
INSTITUTIONS AS A RESULT OF THE INTRODUCTION OF AN OLD AGE SUPPLEMENT
IN APRIL THIS YEAR, MR, HO SAID EOTH THIS SUPPLEMENT AND THE OLD AGE
ALLGNANCE ARE TO AbalaT THE ELDERLY AND THE IR FAMILIES TO MEET ANY

ITIONAL F INANCIAL NEEDS WHICH MAY ARISE OUT CF OLD AGE INCLUDING

THE PURCHASE OF SERVICES IN WHATZVER FCRK.

HE SAID IT IS NOT UNREASONAELE THAT AN OLD PERSCON WHO REQUIRES
TO ENTER AN OLD PEOPLE’S HOME SHOULD PAY TOWARDS THIS MAINTENANCE
AS HE OR HIS FAMILY WQOULD HAVE TC IN ORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE
FAMILY HOME.

. BUT HE STRESSED THAT IT I8 NOT THE GOVERNMENT’S INTENTION THAT
ANY INCREASED ALLOWANCE SHOULD EE TAKEN AWAY ENTIRELY BY FEES
CHARGED IN SUBVENTED INSTITUTICHS

+SINCE APRIL 1978, OUR OPERATIONAL GUIBELINE IS THAT, IN
GENERAL, GOVERNMENT AND SUBVENTED INSTITUTIONS SHOULD ALLOW . THE
ELDERLY SINGLETONS UNDER THEIR CARE TC RETAIN $100 OF THEIR MONTHLY
CASH ALLOWANCES TO SPEND AS THEY PLEASZ IN PLACE OF THE.PREVIQUS
SUM OF 436 ALLOWED TO THEM AS POCKET MONEY UNDER PUBL IC ASSISTANCE

ARRANGEMENTS. +

AS REGARDS PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS, MR, HO SAID CHARGES AND
PAYMENTS ARE A MATTER ENTIRELY BETWEEN THE INSTITUTION AND THE
ELDERLY PERSON CONCERNED AND THERE IS NC QUESTION OF GOVERNMENT
PENAL ISING SUCH PERSONS BY WITHHOLDING ANY ALLOWANCES THEY MAY
BE ENTITLED TO.

HE ALSO ASSURED MR, PETER C. WONG THAT THE PROPOSED SURVEY ON
CHAI-TONG IS NOT A PRELUDE TO DIRECT GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION.

HE SAID: +SINCE THESE CHA|-TONG CATER FOR A SIZEABLE NUMBER OF
ELDERLY PERSONS, THE GOVERNMENT 1S ANXICUS TC OBTAIN BETTER
INFORMAT ION ON EXISTINC SERVICES AND TC SEE IN WHAT WAYS WE COULD
ASSIST THE ORGANISATIONS CONCERNED TO IMPROVE THEIR STANDARDS, IF
SUCH IS INDICATED.

+REL IGIQUS PRACTICES wILL NOT Bt DISTUREED AND THE ¢
CERTAINLY BE CARRIED OUT IN CLOSE CCNSULTATION WITH THE F
ASSOC IATIONS CONCERNED.+

ON MRS. KWAN KO SIU-WAH?S SUGGESTION FOR THE EARLY EXPANSION
OF HOME HELP SERVICE, MR, HO SAID RESPON FRCM THE VOLUNTARY
SERVICES HAVE BEEN ENCOURAGING SC FAR AND A GREATER NUMBER OF HOME
HELPERS SHOULD BE AVAILABLE BY THEZ END CF THIS YEAR THAN THAT
ENVISAGED IN THE GREEN PAPER.

ND MISS -JOYCE M. BENNETT

HE ALSO ASSURED MRS. KWAN KO SIU=WA
THAT THE GOVERNMENT IN DEVISING STANDARDS FOR THE EXPAND ING

RES IDENTIAL INSTITUTIONAL CARE FOR THi WILL HAVE REGARD
BOTH - TO THE WELFARE OF ELDERLY ARD T AL I8 LEVEL OF SERVICE
IN TERMS OF RESOURCES AVAILAELE.

.-———0--—
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CALL FOR EARLY LOWERING OF QUALIFYING AGE

FOR OLD AGE ALLOWANCE TO 70
% % % % X

THE UMELCO AD HOC GROUP FORMED TC STUDY THE GREEN PAPER ON
SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY HAS - ASKED THZ GOVERNMENT TO LOWER THE
AGE OF ELIGIBILITY FOR THE OLD AGE ALLOWANCE TO 70 THIS OCTOBER
INSTEAD OF APRIL NEXT YEAR.

MOV ING THE DEBATE ON THE GREEN PAPER IN THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNC IL TODAY, CONVENER OF THE AD HOC GROUP, DR. THE HON. HARRY
FANG ALSO CALLED ATTENTION TO TWO OTHER CASH ASSISTANCES WHICH
NEED IMPROVEMENT.

E ELDERLY PERSONS LIVING
NG AWAY. A MAJOR PART OF IT
IONS CONCERNED, HE.SAID.

_ “ONE IS THE ALLOWANCE GIVEN TC THOS
IN 'INSTITUTIONS, THE GOVERNMENT 13 TAKI
EY REDUCING SUBVENTIONS TO THE INSTITUT

IN REAL TERMS, THEREFORE, THE ELDERLY BENEFIT VERY LITTLE
AND THE VOLUNTARY AGENCIES WHICH ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR RUNNING THESE
INSITUTIONS ARE DISCREDITED BECAUSE THEY ARE ASKED TO INCREASE

THE IR CHARGES, HE ADDED,

THE OTHER CASH ASSISTANCE IS THE OLD AGE SUPPLEMENT FOR THE
ELDERLY WHICH WAS ARBITRARILY FIXED AT HALF THE PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
ALLOWANCE RECEIVABLE BY A SINGLE PERSOCN. :

TO MAKE THIS ALLOWANCE MORE REALISTIC, DR. FANG SUPPORTED
THE PROPOSAL IN THE GREEN PAPER TO DRAW UP AN INDEX OF CLD AGE
NEEDS, EMPHASISING SUCH FACTORS AS TRANSPORT, HOME HELP, EXPENSES
ARISING OUT OF ILL HEALTH AND INFIRMITY, SPECIAL DIET, AND PERSONAL
EXPETSES. HE HOPED THIS INDEX WOULD BE INTRODUCED AS SOON AS
0SS IBLE.

FIVE OTHER UNOFF ICIAL COUNCILLORS SPOKE ON THE GREEN PAPER
DURING THE DEBATE.

THE REV. THE HON, JOYCE M, BENNETT AND THE HON. WONG LAM
THOUGHT THE ADMINISTRATIVE REASON GIVEN FOR NOT LOWERING THE
QUAL IFYING AGE FOR THE OLD AGE ALLOWANCE THIS OCTOBER WAS
UNCONVINC ING., +CIVIL SERVANTS ARE THE SERVANTS OF THE PECPLE,+
MISS. BENNETT SAID, +THEREFORE IF WE BELIEVE IT IS RIGHT TO
GIVE THE OLD AGE ALLOWANCE AT 70 WE SHOULD NOT POSTPONE THIS
BENEF IT FOR ADMINISTRATIVE CONVENIENCE.+

H
-

THE HON. MRS. KWAN KO SIU=-WAH ALSO EXPRESSED CONCERN ABCUT
THE LEVEL OF FEES CHARGED BY INSTITUTIONS WHERE THE ELDERLY
RECE IVE WELFARE ALLOWANCES,

SHE HOPED IT WOULD NOT BE SUCH THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD
BE ACCUSED OF +GIVING WITH ONE HAND, AND TAKING BACK WITH THE
OTHER.+ THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD ALSO ENSURE THAT NO ONE. IS PREVENTED
Ei?g USING THE SERVICES BECAUSE OF THE INCREASE IN FEES, SHE

/MISS BENNETT evcse
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MISS BENN MAD NCTION EETWEEN INSTITUTIONS
RECURRENT SUBS ROM THE GOVERNMENT AN NSTIT
N THE U.K., RE - N PRIVA RS I} '
RECE IVE THE STATE PENSION, \ PERSO!
AGE ALLOWANCE TO ENABLE HIM TO RESIDE PEOPLE’S
HOME OR NURSING HOME, HE SHOULD NOT E SAID.

COMMUN ITY NURSING

THE UNOFF ICIALS STRONGLY ADVOCATED ADCPTING AND EXTENDING THE
COMMUN ITY NURSING SERVICE.

DR. FANG SAID COMMUNITY NURSING WOULD GO A LONG WAY IN
PROVIDING CARE FOR THE AGED wWITHIN THEIR FAMILY ENVIRONMENT
AND WOULD RELEASE BEDS IN HOSPITALS FOR THOSE WHO REQUIRE MORE
INTENS IVE MEDICAL CARE.

M1SS BENNETT POINTED OUT THAT THE PLANNING RATIO FOR HONG
KONG IS TO BE ONE COMMUNITY NURSE FOR 3,000 PEOPLE OVER -THE AGE
OF 65, WHILST IN ENGLAND, IT IS ONE FOR 1,400 AND THERE ARE FAR
MORE DOCTORS WILL ING AND AELE TO MAKE HOME VISITS,

SHE 'ASKED IF IT IS POSSIBELE OR PRACTICAELE FOR THE MEDICAL
AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT TO MAKE A SURVEY OF SUCH HOME VISITS
BY DOCTORS IN HONG KONG.

REGARDLESS OF THE SURVEY, SHE ADDED, IT IS CLEAR THAT WE
NEED MORE COMMUNITY NURSES AND THE RATIO OF NURSES TO THE
ELDERLY POPULATION SHOULD BE INCREASED.

MRS. KWAN KO SIU-WAH SAID THE POSITIVE IMPACT OF THE SERVICE
HAS BEEN CLEARLY DEMONSTRATED BY THE PILOT SCHEME CONDUCTED
BY VOLUNTARY AGCENCIES., SHE HOPED THAT ENCOURAGING RECOMMENDAT IONS
WOULD BE MADE BY THE JOINT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE WHICH WILL
SHORTLY REVIEW THE SCHEMZ.

SHE SUGGESTED THAT COMMUNITY NURSES CAN TRAIN VOLUNTEERS TO
VISIT OLD PEOPLE AND TO CARRY OUT MINOR NURSING DUTIES, FOLLOWING
THE EXPERIENCE CF THE ST. JOHN'S AMEULANCE.

THE SERVICES OF HEALTH VISITCRS ARD THE COMMUNITY
NURSES CAN BE COMBINED TO ENSURE THAT ADEQUATE HEALTH EDUCATION
IS BROUGHT TO THE NOTICE OF THE ELDERLY.

MISS BENNETT ALSO THOUGHT THA
PLACED TO EDUCATE THE FAMILY IN T

SHE:NOTED THAT THE AIM OF EXISTING GERIATRIC S
RESTORE INDEPENDEN OR THE ELDERLY AND NOT TO P
CARE. ONE OF THE M

DESIRE OF THE OTHER
HOME, SHE SAID.
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. ; NTED OUT THAT THZRE WERE TOO MANY
ASSUPPTtho N CALCUL&TINC THE REQUIREMENT FOR COMMUNITY

SPENT{ ON TRANSPCORT, WRITING REPORTS, AND DISCUSS ING
WITH DuCTGRo BOUT! . THE PATIENTS”® CONDITION IS ALSO COUNTED, . IT
IS DOUBTFUL WHETHER ONE COMMUNITY NURSE CAN.UNDERTAKE EIGHT VISITS
TO THE ELDERLY PER DAY= AND AFTER DEDUCTING PUBL IC HOL IDAYS AND
ANNUAL LEAVE, IT IS IMPOSSIELE FOR A COMMUNITY NURSE TO HAVE
5) WORK ING WEEKS PER YEAR.

MR. WONG BEL IEVED MANY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC AS WELL AS
SOC IAL WORKERS WQULD AGREE WITH HIM THAT THE COMMUNITY NURS ING
SCHEME IS THE BEST APPROACH, HAVING REGARD TO THE PRESENT
SHORTFALL OF HOSPITAL EBEDS.

OTHER HEALTH SERVICES

MRS. KWAN KO SIU-WAH SUGGESTED THAT GENERAL OUT=PATIENT CLINICS
SHOULD SET ASIDE CERTAIN HOURS TO TREAT CLD PEOPLE ONLY.

SUCH HOURS WOULD HAVE TO EE CONVENIENT TO THE ELDERLY, AND
MEDICAL STAFF ASSIGNED TO SERVE DURING THESE HOURS WOULD BE
SPECIF ICALLY TRAINED FOR GERIATRIC WORK.

SHE THOUGHT THE PROPOSED MEDICAL INSURANCE SCHEME WELL
WORTH CONSIDERING BUT SUGGESTED THAT BEFORE IMPLEMENTING IT
EXTENS IVELY, THERE SHOULD BE PILCT PROJECTS AND A STUDY ON THE
EXPER IENCE GAINED BY THE UNITED CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL WHICH OPERATED

SUCH A SCHEME.

SHE HOPED THAT DENTAL SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY COULD BE
ENGTHENED AND DENTAL SUBSIDIES FOR ELDERLY PUBLIC ASSISTANCE
|

PIENTS REGULARLY REVIEWED AND ADJUSTED.

STR
EC

w
R

MR. WONG LAM ALSO STRESSED THAT IT IS IMPORTANT FOR THE
GOVERNMENT TO PFOVIDE NEEDY ELDERLY PERSONS WITH ASSISTANCE TO
OBTAIN DENTURE INSTEAD OF REQUIRING THEM TO TURN TO

CHAR ITABLE TDUST FUNDS FOR HELP.

CARE AND ATTENTION HOMES

THE UNOFF ICIALS DREW ATTENTION TO THE URGENT NEED TO
PROVIDE MORE CARE AND ATTENTION HOMES FOR THE ELDERLY.
AN INCREASINGLY LARGE NUMBER OF ELDERLY PEOPLE, EECAUSE OF THEIR
DETERIORATING HEALTH, REQUIRE PERSONAL HTL NURS ING CARE ALTHOUGH
THEY MAY NOT REQUIRE MEDICAL CARE, DR. FANG SAID

THESE HOMES WILL FILL A GAP IN OUR EXISTING SERVICES
EECAUSE THESE ELDERLY PEOPLE SHOULD NCT OCCUPY GER IATRIC BEDS AND ARE
UNABLEZ TO BE CARED FOR BY TP:j" ? YL IES WITHOUT HELP. YET THEY
ARE NOT SUITABLE FOR HOMES FCR THE AGZD WHERE RESIDENTS CAN LOOK
AFTER THEMSELVES.

THE UMELCO AD HOC GROUP FELT THAT THCS" HOMES DO NOT IMPOSE
A HEAVY DRAIN ON RESQURCES, FT: ER FIMANCIALLY OR IN TERMS OF
MANPOWER.

/THEY RECOMMENDED .
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=R Uriﬁrllv SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE
N PAPER PROPOSAL TO PROVIDE

R. WONG = IER THOUGHT IT SOME WHAT DISAPPOINTING TO HAVZ
“f:“ T;‘l“ OF thI JLf*T' PR 1,000 ELD CP'Y THE GREEN PAPER

A PLAN 3 APER
LSO ”_tﬁ1L__ Tr i .- i ! L L:JHL CE CONSTRAINTS IN ACHIEVING

Uf‘ETT NEED FOR THE SERVICE IN
IT GREATER PRIORITY

B RS, KWAN 1} W AND MISS BENNETT PROPOSED THAT
SU *RZLE STANDARDS BE DRAWN UP FOR THE CONTROL OF THESE

INSTITUTIONS,

THESE STANDARDS SHOULD BE REALISTIC AND SUITABLE FOR THE
LOCAL UITUwTFTI BUT SHOULD, HOWEVER, INDICATE THE LEVEL OF QUALITY
CF SERVICE WHICH SHOULD BE MAINTAINED.

MISS BE NNETT SUGGESTED THAT WE DO NOT HAVE TO BE IDEALISTIC
EUT CAN STATE A DECENT AVERAGE REGARDING SPACE, TOILET AND
KITCHEN FACILITIES AND THE TRAINING OF STAFF,

MRS, \uAi KO S|U=WAH FURTHER POINTED OUT THAT AN IMPROVEMENT
IN QUALITY OF SERVJCE WOULD T:CCSMA iLY REQUIRE A GREATER F INANCIAL
COMMITMENT “W THE PART OF THE GOVE] NT, AN ASSESSMENT OF THE
NUMBER, TY?E, AND KIND OF PERSONS TG BE TRAINED, APPROPR IATE
TRAINING ClIIL! FOR THEM, AND A DETERMINATION OF THE LEVELS
:!: T.Hn"l'-l I\:E 11—L\1
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D THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD LOOK INTO THESE AREAS
IPLATES AN EXPANSICN OF INSTITUTIONAL CARE FOR

IN CHAT=TONGS

FINED HIS CCMMENTS ON THE GREEN

PETER C. WONG CCN
*CHAI-TONGS? (L ITERALLY VEGETAR AN

PAPER TO THE ROLE PLAYED BY
HALLS ).,

HE GENERALLY AGREED WITH THE VIEhW )F THE GREEN PAPER BUT
POINTED OUT THAT IT HAD OMITTED TO MEN K THAT ?CHAI=TONGS’
ARE MOSTLY RELIGIOUS ORGANISATIONS, E BUDDHIST OR TAQIST.

AS SUCH, HE SAID, MNORMAL STANDARDS OF SERVICES ARE NOT
READILY APPLICABLE, AND DIRECT GOVERNMENT INTERVENTION WOULD
EE UNDESIRABLE. ANY ATTEMPT TO DC SC WOULD VIOLATE THE
PRINCIPLE OF FREEDOM OF REL IGION.

HE SUPPORTED -F: DDDPOSCD DTUBY ON THESE *CHAI-TONGS’
BUT SAID IT SHOULD P EITHER SEPARATELY OR JOINTLY,
EY THE HONG KONG BUD ﬁlaT AaSﬁF!‘*f“ &”” l TAOIST ASSOCIATION
UKDER THE AUSPICES CF THE SCCIAL W e RTMENT.

ANY STEP THAT WOULD HAVE TC BE TAKEN TO IMPROVE \
TF:J_ CL:PATFHTS SHOULD ALSO EE UNDETAKEN THRCUGH THESE TWO




WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 197€

OF THE: GREE

IN THIS WAY, THE AIMS PAI
THE PRINCIPLE CF FREEDOM

ITHOUT COMPROMIS ING

'‘WODAT ICH IN PUBLIC HOUSING ESTATES

4ILTON C
E HOUSING AU

\ND. ABOVE THE S
5 AT, o A MT

OF
W

LARC

PARENTS® ALLOWANCE.

FOR THOSE OLD WHC HAVE NC FAMILY,
SHOULD BE PROVIDED FOR THEM IN HOSTELS IN PUBL
IF NO OTHER ACCOMMCDATION IS AVAILAELE,

MRS, KWAN KO SIU=WAH R
R COMPASSIONATE REHOUS ING
I

FO
THIS TO A LACK OF PUBLICITY

(al™)

THE DEPENDEN

[ES INVOLVED SHCU

. A SHE
THAT MORE HOUSING UNITS, SPECIALLY SUITED TO THE

— —_— -y

ELDERLY, SHOULD BE MADE AILAEL N THE ESTATES.
MR. WONG LAM FURTHER UR THE GOVERNMENT T
NEEDY ELDERLY PERSONS WHO MO\ NTO PUELIC HOUSII
RENOVATION EXPENSES.
THE GREEN PAPER HAD STATED EBROADLY THAT THE
DER ING- MAK ING USE OF CHARITAELE TRUST FUNDS
EXPENSES AND SOME OTHER SERVICES.

MR. WONG BEL IEVED THAT MANY wOULD

WOULD SIMPLY NOT BOTHER, THUS DEFEATING Of
OF THE GREEN PAPER.
FURTHERMORE, EVEN
TRUST FUNDS HAVE BEEN COMiITT
INCOME MAY NOT BE SUFFICIENT TOC

COMMUNITY SUPPORT SERVICES

DR. FANG POINTED OUT THAT MANY CF Tk
SERVICES LISTED IN THE GREEN PAPER, SUCH /
SERVICE, COULD WELL BE PROVIDED EY YCUNG V
THE GOVERNMENT WOULD MOBILISE AVAILAELZ R
OBJECT IVES.

MRS. KWAN KO SIU<WAH THOUGHT T
HELPERS BY 1979/80 WAS TOO MODEST.
AN EXPENSIVE ONE, AND MANY JOINING
PURELY FOR MONETARY REWARD.

SUGGES
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SHE SUGGESTED THAT SOME VOLUNTARY AGENCIES SHOULD BE SUBVENTED
SPEC IF ICALLY TO ORGANISE AND TRAIN VOLUNTEERS TO PROVIDE VISITING
SERVICES.

MR. WONG LAM ALSO FELT THAT THERE IS A NEED TO TRAIN
NON-PROFESS IONAL SOCIAL WORKERS SO THAT THERE WILL BE
PEQPLE #ILLING TO PERFORM SERVICES WHICH DO NOT CALL FOR
HIGHLY PROFESSIONAL EXPERTISE.

LE ISURE ACTIVITIES

MR. CHEONG=-LEEN POINTED OUT THAT SOCIAL CEUBS AND CENTRES
FOR THE ELDERLY ONLY CATER FOR LESS THAN 10 PER CENT OF THE
ESTIMATED DEMAND AT PRESENT. THERE OUGHT TO BE:A RAPID BUILD-
UP OF THESE FACILITIES ON A DISTRICT BASIS, WITH ENCOURAGEMENT

FOR MORE VOLUNTARY INITIATIVE.

. MRS. KWAN KO SIU-WAH RECGMMEMDEb THAT MULTI-SERVICE CENTRES
SHOULD BE PROVIDED, SOMEWHAT SIMILAR TO THE COMMUNITY CENTRES,
IN EACH DISTRICT OR NEIGHBOURHOQOD.

THESE CENTRES COULD ALSO PROVIDE HANDICRAFT WORK OPPORTUNITIES
FOR THE ELDERLY, NOT NECESSARILY INCOME-ORIENTED, TO ENABLE THEM. .-
TO FEEL THEY ARE MAKING A WORTHWHILE CONTRIEBUTION TO SOCIETY.

TRAFF IC SAFETY

MR. CHEONG=LEEN HOPED THAT SPECIAL EFFORTS WOULD BE MADE
TO CONDUCT A CONTINUOUS CAMPAIGN TO EDUCATE THE. ELDERLY ON
TRAFF IC SAFETY. HE POINTED OUT THAT IN 1976, ONE=THIRD OF ALL
THE VICTIMS OF FATAL TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS WERE AGED 60 AND ABOVE.

ROLE OF THE ELDERLY

MR. CHEONG=LEEN EMPHASISED THAT CLD PECPLE SHOULD BC
ALLOWED OR EVEN ENCOURAGED TC BE ACTIVE WHILE THEY ARE PHYSICALLY

ABLE TO DO SO.

~ HE SAID IN HONG KONG A HIGH PRGPORTION OF :PERSONS EETWEEN
55-65 ARE STILL EMPLOYED, AS COMPARED WITH OTHER CITIES IN
INDUSTR |AL ISED COUNTRIES, AND THIS SHOULD NOT BE DISCOURAGED.

THEY WILL FEEL THEY ARE WANTED, ARE PART QF OUR SOCIETY
AND NTST'ﬁs MORE, THEY WILL STILL RETAIN THE IR "SELF-RESPECT,
HE SAID.

: MRS, KWAN KO SIU=WAH SAID THAT ELDERLY PEQJPLE MUST BE
ALLOWED A ROLE IN SOCIETY SO THAT THEY DO NOT FEEL SEGREGATED.

SHE SAID WE MUST PREVENT OLD PEQPLE FROM LONEL INESS AND
“ISOLATION WHICH- ARE ALMOST INEVITABLE IN INDUSTRIALISED SOCIETIES.

MR. CHEONG=LEEN ALSO EMPHASISED THAT OLD PEOPtE AéE
ENTITLED AS A FUNDAMENTAL. HUMAN RIGHT TO BE TAKEN CARE OF EY

- SOGIETY.
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D HOWEVER THﬂT SERVICES To THE ELDERLY AS OUTL INED
5 DAPFP WILL ONLY BE MEANINGFUL IF THEY ARE PROVIDE
QUANTITY AS WELL AS QUALITY Tf TAKE CARE OF THE
pEF UC OLH PEGDLE ﬁrwJECT_u Pu LY 19,6. .|TT
]'PDHQSED L| EXPECTANCY, THERE WILL EE 573 ,000 PERSONS
OR 10.7 PER CENT OF THE TU]HL 375";T|;h .Wb WiLL EE AGED
AND OVER EY THAT TIME, HE SAID,

A CARING COMMUNITY

jﬁ. F&NG POINTED OUT THAT THE ~T||TUD OF THE COMMUNITY
COULD BE A DECIDING FACTOR IN JUJT'l I *‘E ELDERLY PERSONS’
\-:IC-L = |_\JPI..'UT All“ IhTEL‘RAT ]'\.J|\ I.. l gl -...;'L | I IIU l | . HE i’lCPE-‘ Tri
GOVERNMENT WOULD €£XPLORE EVERY POSSIELE MEANS OF PROMOTING
PUEL IC UNDERSTANDING AND CONS IDERATICIY OF THE PROBLEMS OF

MR. CHEONG-LEEN STRESSED THAT EOTH THE GOVERNMENT AND
VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS WOULD HAVE TO PROMOTE THE CONCEPT OF
THE +CAR ING COMMUNITY+ FOR OLD PEOPLE
HE SAID BECAUSE OF THE CHINESE TRADITION OF CLOSE FAMILY
MANY OLD PEOPLE STILL LIVE WITH THEIR CHiLuREn AND THIS
IT SASIER FOR THE GOVERNMEWT TO EXPAND MORE RAPIDLY ITS
CES FOR THE ELDERLY., HOWEVER, THERE IS NO GUARANTEE THAT
JJP r"”"**O""I{'.I AND SOCIAL CON J[Ti':s, AND DIFFERENT l__lTUTEE
ON 'E PART OF YOUNG PEOPLE WOULD NOT ERCDE THE TRADITIC
rAVILY CDFESIVENESS

THEREFORE, HE SAID, A BEALANCE WOULD HAVE TO BE STRUCK 1IN
PROVID ING SERVICEJ. ON THE ONE HA! D, SUPPORT SERVICES OUGHT
TO BE PROVIDED TO ENCOURAGE AND HE L3 FAMILIES LOOK AFTEF
TH;IP ELDERLY MEMBERS. ON THE uTHCE QTHER SERVICES SUCH AS
SES IDENTIAL CARE OR HOSPITAL CARE SHOULD EE AVAILABLE FOR THCSE

WHO CANNOT BE CARED FOR WITHIN THE FAMILY &I NV IRONMENT,

MRS. KWAN KO SIU=-WAH SUGGESTED THAT DISCUSSIONS ON THE
?”OLLtJa OF OLD AGE SHOULD BE A PART OF THE CURRICULUI I
u::QlDAnY SCHOOLS. FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION PROC nAEMEa SHOULLD

ALSO AIM AT HELPING THE PUBL IC UNDERSTAND inAz NeEUS F THE
ELD:hLY.

INFORMAT ION_TO THE ELDERLY AND Td‘ PROMOT
THE ‘AGED ARE

MR. WONG LAM POINTED OUT THAT THE DISSEMINATION OF HEALTH
ION OF RESPECT FOF

HE WELCOMED THE GREEN PAPER’S PROPOSAL TC REINFORCE
GCVERNHENT EFFORTS IN THIS DIRECTICN AND HOPED IT WOULD MAKE
GREATER USE OF AND WORK CLCSELY WITH SUCH PIVIM E’]|*b AS |uTUhL
AlD CCMMITTEES, KAIFONG ASSOCIATIONS AND CLANSMEN ASSOCIATIO
TO ACHIEVE uﬁX|VUn RESULTS.




SUPREME COURT TO BE VACATED
" EEEE

TO SAFEGUARD THE bUPCh IE COURT BUILDING FROM FURTHER POSSIBLE
LET:?fCPATIPI MAJOR SHORING WORK 1S TO EE CARRIED OUT.OVER THE
NEXT TWO “DNTHS

AS THE SCALE OF THE INTERNAL SHORING CONSIDERED NECESSARY
WOULD MAKE NORMAL USE OF THE COURTS IMPRACTICAL, THE BUILDING IS
TO BE VACATED.

THE SUPREME COURT 1S OF TRADITIONAL STONE AND BRICK CONSTRUCTIC
WITH LOAD BEARING WALLS SUPPORTED ON CHINA FIR PILES, BEFORE MTR
STATION EXCAVATION BEGAN ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE SUPREME COURT, THE
NORTH FACADE WAS BRACED BY THE MTR CONTRACTOR TO ALLOW THE STRUCTURE
TO . SUBS IDE UNIFORMLY IF SETTLEMENT WERE EXPERIENCED AND SO REDUCE
THE AMOUNT OF DAMAGE TC THE BUILDING

PROGRESSIVE SETTLEMEI

AS EXCAVATION IN CHATER ROAD C .T D
RING WOR CAME NECESSARY.

WAS RECORDED AND EXTENSIVE SHO

JUEL
BE

Ly
K

THE PORTION OF THE BUILDING TO THE SOUTH OF THE SOUTH COR&
REMAINED STABLE WHILE THE REST OF THE dbl_u i@ SETTLED CAUSING
EXTENS IVE CRACKS ALONG THE LINE OF THE SOUTH CORR IDOR. MOVEME
ALSC BEEN FOUND IN THE STONE LANTERN OVER THE DOME, THE DOME
AND THE NORTH CORR IDOR.

IN ADDITION TO THE TEMPORARY aUPPORT WORK ALREADY CARRIED OUT
WITHIN THE BUILDING, ACTION TO MINIMISE SETTLEMENT HAS LrEN
UNDERTAKEN BY THE VTR CONTRACTOR IN THE “bhF OF RE-WATERING WELLS
TO MAINTAIN THE LOCAL WATER TABLE.

BECAUSE DEEPER EXCAVATION IS PROGRAMM
ADJACENT SECTIONS OF CHATER ROAD FURTHER <
BE CARRIED OUT.

TCO ALLOW THE JUDICIARY TO
UNDERTAKEN FITTINE OUT WORKS TC
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AND THE: TENANCY TRIBUNA
BUILDING AT 4& COHNAUGHT RO/
{OVE WiILL EE-EFFECTEL OVEF

= mmr

TH - 8TH JUNE AND THE COURTS
= |RE BRIGADE BUILDING ON MOKNDAY, THE 1
ATE THE MAGISTRACY WILL EE KNOWN AS TR A
F|RE BRIGADE BUILDING. FROM TODAY’S DATE SUMMONS Al

DOCUMENTS TC BE SERVED ON PARTIES wiLL CONTA
CULARS OF THE NEW ADDRESS OF WESTERN MAG |

0

- -

PARTIES HAVE ALREADY EBEEN SERVED W ITH PK
VOURS WILL BE MADE TO PROVIDE PARTICULARS

SS AND FOR A SUITABLE TRANSITIONAL PERICL

RE NOT AWARE OF THE PRCPOSED ARRANGEMENTS
: ’ ' T WESTERN MAGISTRACY AT 2
ROAD TO THE NEW ADDRESS.

HE
D
DD
z

D
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THE VICTORIA DISTRICT COURT WILL R
MAG ISTRACY AT 2 POKFULAM ROAD OVER
o4 TH AND 25TH JUNE AND THE COURT
MAG ISTRACY ON THE 26TH JUNE. FRC
MAG ISTRACY WILL BE KNOWN AS VIC
WESTERN. SIMILAR ARRANGEMENTS WwliLL
INTERESTED :PARTIES OF THE CHANGE.
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i EMCVE
COURT AT BATTERY PATH OVER Tr
6TH JULY. THE COURTS WILL Or \TTE
10TH JULY. FROM THAT DATE THE CTOR 1A 1
COURT WILL BE KNOWN AS THE SUPREME COURT AT ERITIC
ALSO ON THE SAME DATES THE REGISTRARS OF THE SUPREN
COURT EXCLUD ING MYSELF, THE SUPREME COURT REGIS
PROBATE REGISTRY, THE ACCOUNTS OFF ICE AN

JILL REMOVE TO FIRE BRIGADE EUILDING.

WILL BE MADE FOR NOTIFYING PARTIES CON

CHANGE. IN ADDITION ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE

THAT PROMINENT NOTICES ARE DISPLAYED AT THE -
SUPREME COURT BUILDING TO ENSURE THAT SUFF ICIENT
INSTRUCTIONS AND DIRECTIONS ARE PRCVIDED TO PERSONS
RECOURSE TO THE CCURTS TO ENSURE THAT THEY KNOW WwH
TO ATTEND.

MR. MAYO SAID A GREAT DzAL O
VAR IOUS MOVES HAD ALREADY BEZH CARR IEI
HAVE |T ALL COMPLETED BEFCRE THE MOVES
CHANGE OF PLAN WOULD BE GIVEN |
[NCONVENIENCE TO THE PUBLIC.
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EXPANSION OF HOME u~} R HIP CHEMh TO BE CONSIDERED

ON. DONALD L1AO,
WE‘T WOULD CONSID
"-E_‘ST'HH -.-'l..'“iE| o

s OF THE DEVELOPMENT PRO
EqUIRE Cﬁ'Fl:FLJl-. ._"U'J.LU."-\;iun -l"l'u-.-‘ ¥
CED, IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO CONS
PERIMENTAL SCHEME SHOULD EE FU%THEE

WAS REPLYING TO A QUESTION FROM THE HON. HILTON CHE
THE “OVEPNMENT WILL EXPAND ITS EXISTING PLANS Fu
|~ o,'_|E WITH OR WITHO LT THE COCPERATION OF THE
: TCn SO AS TO REDUCE OVER SHPHULArILn IN S
MeD | U“-JlZ D FLATS EY 1NDJUIEUAL DURCHAS RS.

i
ML i

. LIAO SAID THE DEMAND FOR SMALL AND MEDIUM=SIZED FLATS
NG HOME BUYERS COULD BE ILLUSTRATED BY THE SIGNIFICANT INCR

°F THE IR PRODUGTION BY THE PRIVATE SECTOR FROM ABOUT 18,000 F

FOR THE PAST FIVE YEARS TO OVER 28,500 FOR THIS YEAR AN
SIMILAR NUMBER THE FOLLOWING YEAR.

MR, L1AO SAID IN 1979, PHASE 1 OF THE HOME OWNERSH
{ILL ADD A FURTHER 8,300 FLATa, AND IN 1980, PHASE |1 AND
JPUTCQ PAR|IC¥PATIOM SCHEME, A FURTHER E,YDJ.

#HILE THERE IS NO SCOPE FOP EXPANDING PRODUCTION IN THESE
FIRST TWO YEARS, THE EXPERIENCE GAINED FROM THESE SCHEMES WILL
BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT IN REVIEWING THE SIZE OF FUTURE PHHJ- s ¥
MR. LIAO SAID.

MR. LIAO FURTHER PhixT*h QUT THAT BY 19272/80 THE HOUSING
AUTHORITY WILL REACH AND MAINTAIN AN HN\L&L PRODUCTION CF OVES
20,000 SMALL FLATS IN ITS RENTED PRCGRAMME.

=~ 8
N A

AND. PUEL IC 3ScC

ADDED.




LIKELY TO
-.r""'Tl,:.

MR. JONES SAID
CLOSELY L QU STIOI

8P

h:;:lri:..-'

IN BOTH PROPERTY AND
I IN LAND 1S DAMAGING THE
ACCOMMODATION AND THAT THIS IS
TAKEN TC COUNTER THE
ARY FOR THE ENVIRONMENT SAID

| HON. HILTON CHEONG=-
SHORTEN THE PAYMENT PERIOD .FCR

 REDUCE THE LEVEL OF SPECUEATIO

JUESTION FOLLOWED VERY
CHEN IN THE COUNCIL TWO

QUESTIOK RELATED TO SPECULATION IN
EONG-LEEN WAS REFERRING TO SPECULATIC::
“Eo”;uuw INTER-RELATED, HE ADDED,

RELY ECHOING THe ONE GIVEN BY THE THEN
N THIS ISSU

PROVED TO BE
LY BE BORNE IN
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SPECULATION ON INITIAL DEPOSITS ON FLATS

T {E MLVL NMENT IS AWARE THA —H'% lo SPECULATION ON INITIAL
POS | TS WHEREEBY INDIVIDUALS, FOR A IVELY SMALL OUTLAY, ARE ALL
;L:\ A FLAT WHILE THE SALE ANI ”m!: E AGREEMENT 1S EEING DrRAw.

tND MEANWHILE TO SELL THIS +EOOK ING+ AT A PROF IT BEFORE ThE
UIRED TO PAY THE BALANCE OCi HE 8ST INSTALMENT OF THE PURCI

THIS WAS STATED IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY BY TH
FINANC IAL SECRETARY, THE HON. DAVID JORDAN, IN REPLY TO A G
FROM THE HON. LYDIA DUNN,

BUT, HE
THIS PRACTICE

SAID AT PRESENT THE GOVERNMENT HAS NO POWERS TO CONTROL

+IT IS ONE OF A NUMBER OF SPECULATIVE
PROPERTY MARKET WHICH REFLECT THE CURRENT IM
SUPPLY AND DEMAND FOR pCHhallc ACCOMMCDAT IGN

MR. JORDAN EMPHASISED THAT THE IS MONITORING
PROPERTY MARKET TO ENSURE THAT IT HAS rp:-UATh WARNING |F THE
SPECULATIVE ACTIVITIES IN THE MARKET APPEAR TO BE DAMAG ING TO THE
ECONCMY OR TO THE SUPPLY OF DOMESTIC ﬁCCuldQ;ATIU\

ON SECOND PART OF HER L_oTI31
MATTER IS THAT THE RECEIPTS TO WH 1ch
DUTIABLE DOCUMENTS.

+APART FROM THE ENFORCEMENT PRCE
STAME DUTY IF SUCH DOCUMENTS WERE MAIL
WOULD HAVE TO EE VERY HIGH TC ACT
HE SAID,

REPLYING TO ANOTHER GUESTION FROM M
WOULD BE INAPPROPR IATE Tu COMBAT SPECULATION
EY SUBSTANTIALLY | ICREASING THE STAMP DUTY P

= ARECME

OF PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENTS.

=

MR. JORDAN SAID THAT ALTHOUGH,
DOCUMENT COULD BE MADE A NECESSARY
AND PURCHASE AGREEMENT, THE LTE: w0l
BACKS AS REGARDS EhFDFCCME S IN T
Ck INITIAL DEPOSIT DEC—iHTa

T M0
m
ey~ Im

HE POINTED QUT LH#T AS
STAMP UHTY BOTH CN h| =
r\: Trﬂll_ .'\I'Tl_ll th‘ L-' h
T Jun RATES REQUIRED TG
T1‘|:.'Q‘.J_:, W 1TH GENUINE REASONS |
+|NAPPROPRIATE INSTRUMENT+

t 'g'..in—n

.Illl‘l_"‘.'ll
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+IN ANY CASE, EVEN IF WERE PRACTICABLE TO DEVISE A WAY OF
USING STAMP DUTY TO CONTROL SPE CLL%TIﬂJ, | wOULD BE VERY DOUBTFUL
ABOUT WIDENING THE AMEIT OF THE STANMP ORDINANCE IN THIS WAY TO MAKE
IT A REGULATORY INSTRUMENT,+ HE SAID.

—
=

JORDAN FURTHER POINTED OUT THAT TC L ISCOURAGE
SPECULATION THAT cLT TC EE RESPONSIBLE
IN PRICES EITHER O : \ND PURCHASE AGREEME

FOPEETY, IT WOQULD EE MCRE APPROPRIATE TC ATTACK THE
THAN TC INCREASE THE TAX ON THE TOTAL VALUE

im

T = O 2
=0 D=

B
FOR
NT

¢ — 0

(.,J-—-I’l'l'lm
=M e

d5 & =ni

HE-SA1D THE FORM OF FISCAL CONTROL MEASURE THAT WOULD _ .
EQUEREL I PRINCIPLE, WOULD EE A DIRECT TAX ON SPECULATIVE

FITS FROM PROPERTY — A FORM OF CAPITAL GAINS TAX.

HOWEVER, MR. JORDAN POINTED OUT THAT UNLESS THE NEW TAX WAS
FRAMED TO COVER ALL SPECULATIVE GAINS, IT WOULD BREACH ONE OF THE
FURDAMENTAL REQUIREMENTS OF CUR THK SYSTEM THAT +THE TAX SYSTEM. IS
AS NEUTRAL AS POSSIELE AS REGARDS THE INTERNAL COST/PRICE.STRUCTURZ
AND INVESTMENT DECISIONS+,

+THE INTRODUCTION OF A CAPITAL GAINS TAX AIMED SPECIF ICALLY
AGAINST PROPERTY DEAL INGS WOULD VIOLATE THIS -REQUIREMENT,+ MR, . JORDAHN
SAID.

+| WOULD HESITATE TO PROPOSZ THE INTRCDUCTION OF A BILL TO MAKE
SUCH A FUNDAMENTAL CHANGE IN CUR TAX SYSTEM,+ HE ADDED.




GATT ON TEXTILES

IENT TODAY, MR RENCE MILLS, DIRECTOR OF TRALE,
THAT HE ATISF 1ED WITH THE OUTCOME oF TH: DISCUSSION IN THE
UNCIL OF HONG KONE*S CCMPLA £T AGA INST NORWAY.

4 o i

+“f. TSAO, NG ILLOR, HONG KONG AFFAIRS, GENEVA, WHO
REPRESENTED HUmC ! AT THE GATT CCUISTL PF:Tlnu, POINTED OUT THAT
TA IS uaS THE FIRS £ THAT HONG KONG HAD BROUGHT THE MATTER EE EFCRE

THE GATT CCUNCIL Al qu DONE ;QdﬁlTH GREAT RELUCTANCE.

o o ot W IN A

il me ¥

+THIS 1S CT"TﬂI iLY TRUZ AND ! PAR TICLLAQLY SOR PY THAT QUR
FI.:: U1t SHOULD HAVE L;::k' WiTH A \..;L-Ur:' WwH ICH HONG KON /G HAS A
NG TRAD ING TRAD ITION MR, MILLS SA

THE GATT COUNCIL

UNITED rl'CuuN ON
BILATERAL CC NSULTATIONS
ER FOR A FURTHER PERICD.
NSULTATIONS TID NOT LEAD
Il AN APPROPRIATE ﬁf-““-
KONG COMPLAINT . L
leHN-”T QF & '
0. TAKE THE N
F THE MATTER HA
OSED BILATERAL
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MR. MILLS SAID THAT HE ALFEAJY HAD P
LONDON AND a:d VA LATER T%Ia MONTH AND HE
URGENT CON WITH THE NORWEGIAN AUTHORI
A MUTUALLY CCNVETI_,T _i \E AND PLACE FOR
CONSULTATIONS AS REQUES TED BY THE GATT CO

T —E

=
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CONSULTANTS PREPARING REPORT ON TRAFFIC CONTROL AND
SURVE ILLANCE SYSTEM
¥ ¥ ¥ % ®

THE GOVERNMENT HAS ENGAGED CONSULTANTS TO PREPARE A REPORT ON
TRAFF IC CONTROL AND SURVE ILLANCE WHICH WILL, AMONG OTHER THINGS,
cXAMINE MEANS OF PROVIDING EARLY WARNING OF TRAFFIC CONGESTICH
ENTS ON THE NETWORK OF HIGH SPEED RCADS NOW EEING BUILT,

q_

AND INC
H
||
Y

i
AND OTHER ROADS WHERE THE PROVISION OF A WARNING SYSTEM IS FELT
TO EE NECESSARY.

: THIS WAS STATED TODAY BY THE SECRETARY FOR THE ENVIRONMENT,
THE HON. DEREK JONES IN REPLY TC THE HON. CHARLES YEUNG IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

MR. YEUNG HAS ASKED WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT HAD PLANS TO
FOREWARN MOTORISTS OF TRAFFIC CONGESTION OCCURRING IN THE MAJOR
HIGHWAYS OF THE NEW TERRITORIES SO AS TC ENABLE THEM TO TAKE
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES.

BUT MEANWHILE, MR. JONES SAID THE POLICE MONITORED THE TRAFFIC
SITUATION ON A CONTINUING EASIS AND, WHEN CONGESTION OCCURRED ON
ANY ROAD, THEY INFORMED RADIO TELEVISION HONG KONG AND COMMERCIAL
RADIO FOR THE NEWS TO BE BROADCAST.

+AS REGARDS THE LION ROCK TUNNEL, THERE ARE WARNING SIGNALS
AT JUNCTIONS AT BOTH ENDS OF THE TUNNEL WHICH ARE ACTIVATED WHEK
THE TUNNEL IS CLOSED AND THUS ENABLE TRAFFIC TO DIVERT TO
ALTERNATIVE ROUTES.

+SIMILAR FACILITIES WILL ALSO BE PROVIDED AT THE ABERDEEN
AND KAl TAK TUNNELS WHEN THEY ARE OPENED,+ MR. JONES ADDED.

-———0-4'—-
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B.0.0. TO REMOVE ALL ILLEGAL STRUCTURES IN NEW BUILDINGS
* % X % % X

THE BUILDINGS ORDINANCE OFFICE IS HAVING ALL ILLEGAL SIEU;TUEES

IN ALL NEW BUILDINGS SYSTEMATICALLY REMOVED, THE DIRECTOR OF PUELIC
WORKS, THE HON. DAVID MCDONALD, TOLD THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY.

REPLYING TO A QUESTION BY THE HON. LI FOOK-WO, HE SAID THAT THE
GOVERNMENT WAS AWARE THAT ROOF AREAS WERE INCLUDED IN DEVELOPERS’
SALE BROCHURES EITHER AS PART OF A UNIT FOCR SALE, OR AS A SEPARATE
ITEM.

+THIS PRACTICE IN ITSELF DOES NOT CONTRAVENE ANY LAW. ALTHOUGH
THE HIGH PRICES PAID FOR SOME FLAT ROCFS SUGGESTS THERE MAY EE AN
INTENTION TO CHANGE THE USE OF THE FLAT ROOF BY ERECTING ACCOMMODA-
TION ILLEGALLY, MANY PEOPLE VALUE THE AMENITY PROVIDED BY A FLAT
ROOF SIMPLY AS A GARDEN OR SITTING OUT AREA,+ MR. MCDONALD SAID.

BE DIRECTED AGAINST THOSE WHO BREAK
IN

+ACTION, SHOULD THEREFOR B K
NGS ORDINANCE OFFICE 1S HAVING. ALL

THE LAW AND GURRENTLY THE BUILD
ILLEGAL STRUCTURES IN ALL NEW BUILDINGS SYSTEMATICALLY REMOVED.

MR. MCDONALD SAID THAT THIS POLICY HAD RECE IVED SOME PUBLICITY
WHICH HAD SERVED TO ALERT THE PUBLIC AS TO THE TRUE SITUATION AS
REGARDS ROOF SPACES AND IT WAS INTENDED TO EMBARK ON A PUBLICITY

CAMPAIGN TO INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS OF THE PITFALLS RELATED TO Tric
ERECTION OF ILLEGAL STRUCTURES GENERALLY.

THE FIRST PUBLICATION, DEALING WITH THE PARTICULAR SUBJECT OF
FLAT-ROOF SPACES, WOULD BE ISSUED NEXT MONTH, HE SAID.

MR. MCDONALD POINTED OUT THAT FOR THE PRESENT AT LEAST IT WAS
LOGISTICALLY NECESSARY FOR THE BUILDINGS ORDINANCE OFFICE TO CONF
ITS ATTENTION TO ILLEGAL STRUCTURES ERECTED ON OR AFTER AUGUST 127C
OR THOSE WHICH POSED A POSITIVE LIFE RISK.

+THE B.0.0. 15 NOT THEREFORE ABLE TO DEAL WITH THE DIFFICULT
QUESTION OF CHANGES OF USE WITHIN BUILDINGS, ALTHOUGH SOME LEASE

“NFORCEMENT ACTION IS BEING TAKEN BY THE REGISTRAR GENERAL IN SOME
OF THE WORST CASES,+ HE SAID.

HOWEVER, MR. MCDONALD SAID THAT A FURTHER EXPANSION OF THE
£.0.0. WAS ENVISAGED LATER IN THIS FINANCIAL YEAR WHICH WOULD ENABLE
MORE RESOURCES TO BE BROUGHT TO BEAR ON BREACHES OF THE BUILD INGS

ORD INANCE.

- == e - -
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WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION

SUFFERING FROM SILICC \ND ASBESTGCSIS
CH ARE JOINTLY KNOWN / CCNICoiV e §
BLE FOR COMPENSATION AS A LT OF A BILL

SLHTIVE COUNCIL TODA

THE COUNCIL APPROVED THE WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION (AMEND
(NO. 2) BILL 1978, WHICH ADDS THE TWO LUNG D SEASES TO THE L
OF OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES COVERED 1 HE W . S COMPENSATIO
ORD INANCE.

THE BILL ALSO PROVIDES FOR THE SETTING UP OF A PNEUMOCONIOSIS
PENSATION FUND AND THE INTRODUC TICP OF COMPULSORY INSURANCE
RAC

WORKERS L IABLE TO CON T PNEUMCCONIQSIS.

BROUGHT

ﬂhVC YET
HnUuTHILS
NITIAL AND PER

Tfth WILL C
THE CONSTIT

THE FUND.

AQIOLQ H?OVlblO“" OF THE
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.Ab: 70 SPECIFY PNEUMOCON 103 1S~PRON

PROCESSES, AND ALSC TO PRESCRIBE
MED ICAL EXAMINATIONS FOR WORKMEN.
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THE ESTABL ISHMENT OF THE CCMPEN
POWERS AND FUNCTIONS OF A BOARD
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THE NEW LAW PROVIDES FOR A CGFD-N5A|JU1 SCHEME TO COVER

ORKERS WHQ ARE FOUND TO HAVE THE DISEASE AT THE TIME OF THE

SCH ME*S INITIAL X-RAYS AND THOSE WHO SUE&E&UENTLY CONTRACT
THE D ISEASE.

THE GOVERNMENT WILL MAKE EX-GRATIA PAYMENTS AMOUNTING TO
ABOUT $25 MILLION TG PEQOPLE MLr_H;Y KNOWN TO BE SUFFERING FROM
PNEUMOCONIOS IS,

#ORKERS OR THEIR DEPENDANTS WILI
P:RMA\:NT T‘TAL OR PARTIAL INCAPACITY
IOCON 10 CONTRACTED IN ANY SPt
S TH: uiS ASE IS CAUSED
LICH AND ASBESTOCS LLHJT.}.

SILICOSIS IS MAINL JUND AMONG WORKER! N | RRIES |I4ffb,
TUNNELL ING, CONSTRUCTION AND MASONRY WORI ASBESTOS IS IS NORMALLY
FCUND AMONG WORKERS IN Al IDUSTRY PROCESS IN WHICH ASEESTOS
IS WIDELY USED FOR INS
EITHER DISEASE IS PRES

IRREVERS IBLE #i:
PROGRESS ION OF

/PNEUMOCONIOSIS vv...
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PNEUMOCONIOS IS HAS A LONG C'STﬁ | PER1OD AND THERE 1S
VAR IABLE TIMING OF DISCOVERY OF THE 1 SE, WITH THE RESULT
THAT W Hﬁ:nd MAY HAVE CHANGED JOBS A L EVEN INDUSTR IES MANY
TIMES BEFORE DIAGNOSIS OF THE CONDITION. IN SUCH CIRCUMSTANCES
IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO ASCERTAIN WHICH EMPLOYER IS LIABLE,

THIS SITUATION HAS LED TO THE DRAWING UP OF A THREE-STAGE
COMPENSAT ION SCHEME,

THE FIRST STAGE COVERS THOSE WORKERS WHO ARE ALREADY KNOWN
T0. HAVE CONTRACTED PNEUMOCONIQOSIS AND WHO MAY OR MAY NOT STILL
BEE EMPLOYED IN SPECIFIED INDUSTRIES. IT WILL ALSO COVER WORKERS
WHO HAVE LEFT THE INDUSTRY BEFORE THE SCHEME COMES INTO
OPERATION BUT WHO ARE DIAGNOSED WITHIN A PERIOD OF 10 YEARS
F¥ ROM THE START OF THE SCHEME. ALL THESE WORKERS WILL BE
COMPENSATED ON AN EX-GRATIA NON=STATUTORY BASIS BY THE GOVERNMENT
ON THE BASIS OF AN UPDATED ASSESSMENT OF THE DISABILITY SUSTAINED.

THESE PAYMENTS, AMOUNTING TO ABOUT §25 MILLION, WILL BE
MET ENTIRELY BY THE GOVERNMENT WITHOUT REIMBURSEMENT FROM THE

EMPLOYERS.

THE SECOND STAGE OF THE SGHEME, TO BE IMPLEMENTED CONCURRENTLY
WITH THE FIRST STAGE, WILL COVER WORKERS EMPLOYED IN SPECIF IED
I\DUaTPIEa WHO ARE DIAGNOSED AS SUFFERING FROM PNEUMOCONIOSIS

I' THE DCH:M“'S INITIAL X=RAY EXAMINATIONS, THEY WILL BE PAID
OMPENSATION BY THE GOVERNMENT INITIALLY BUT SUCH PAYMENTS,

TDC*T% R WITH INTEREST, ARE TO BE RECOVERED SUBSEQUENTLY

JWHFUMH A LEVY TO BE IMPOSED ON EMPLOYERS IN THE SPECIFIED

INDUSTR IES.

THE INITIAL X-RAY EXAMINATION PERICD IS EXPECTED TO TAKE AT
AST EIGHT MONTHS TO COMDLCTE, AND ALL WORKERS IN THE SPECIFIED
NDUSTRIES WILL BE -REQUIRED TO UNDERGC X=RAY,

HE FINAL STAGE OF THE SCHEME WILL COME INTO EFFEGCT ON
ION OF THE SECOND STAGE. IT wILL COVER ALL WORKERS wriC
EN A CLEAN BILL OF HEALTH AT THE INITIAL X=RAY .AND WHO
PLOYED IN SPECIFIED INDUSTRIES ON OR AFTER THE DATE THE
E COMES INTO FORCE, OR WHO SUBSEQUENTLY LEAVE THE INDUSTRY
) ARE DIAGNOSED AS PNE EUMOCONIOTIC WITHIN A PERIOD OF 10 YEARS.

ANY COMPENSATION DUE IN RESPECT OF SUCH WORKERS WILL BE
PAID FROM THE STATUTORY COMPENSATION FUND. THIS FUND WILL BE
F INANCED BY PREMIA FROM EMPLOYERS IN THZ SPECIFIED INDUSTR IES,
WwHO WILL ALSO BE REQUIRED TO MEET THE COST OF THE INITIAL
PERIOD ICAL MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS OF WORKERS.
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ROAD TRAFFIC (AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL
* % %X %

A BILL WHICH SEEKS TO MAKE IT ABSOLUTELY CLEAR THAT NO
FURTHER PUBL IC CARS ARE TO BE REGISTERED WAS INTRODUCED IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY.

MOVING THE SECOND READING OF THE ROAD TRAFFIC (AMENDMENT)
(NO. 2) BILL 1978, THE SECRETARY FOR THE ENVIRONMENT, THE HON.
DEREK JONES, SAID ALTHOUGH THE ROAD TRAFFIC ORDINANCE PROVIDED
FOR THE ABOLITION OF THE CATEGORY OF PUBLIC OR RED PLATE CARS
UNDER A SCHEME TO CONVERT THESE VEHICLES INTO TAXIS, THE LEGISLATION
DID NOT EXPRESSLY PROHIBIT THE COMMISSIONER FOR TRANSPORT FROM
REGISTERING FURTHER PUBLIC CARS, THOUGH IT DID SO BY IMPLICATION.

HE SAID SOME APPLICATIONS HAD RECENTLY BEEN MADE FOR
REGISTRATION AS PUBLIC CARS AND IT WAS CLEAR THAT THE AIM OF THESE
APPL ICANTS WAS SOLEY TO OBTAIN TAXI LICENCES ON FAVOURABLE TERMS.

MR. JONES SAID THE COMMISSICNER FOR TRANSPORT HAD REFUSED
THESE APPLICATIONS AND, IN ORDER TO MAKE IT ABSOLUTELY CLEAR THAT
NO FURTHER PUBL IC CARS ARE TO BE REGISTERED, THE BILL SOUGHT TO
ADD A NEW SECTION TO THE PRINCIPAL ORDINANCE TO UNDERL INE THAT
THE COMMISS IONER’S POWER TO LICENSE A VEHICLE AS A PUBLIC CAR
CEASED ON NOVEMBER 1, 1977.

MR. JONES ALSO POINTED OUT THAT UNDER THE PUBLIC CAR CONVERSION
SCHEME, REGISTERED OWNERS OF THESE VEHICLES ARE OFFERED THE
OPPORTUNITY TO CONVERT THEIR CARS INTO TAXIS ON PAYMENT OF A
PREMIUM, WHEN THE IR CURRENT LICENCES EXPIRED.

+THE MAJORITY OF THESE VEHICLES HAVE NOW BEEN CONVERTED TO
TAXIS AND WITHIN TWO OR THREE MONTHS, THE CATEGORY OF PUBLIC CAR
WILL CEASE TO EXIST,+ HE ADDED.

DEBATE ON THE BILL WAS ADJOURNED.

--——O‘----

DETENTION CENTRES (AMENDMENT) BILL
¥ K ¥ ¥ K ¥

A BILL TO MAKE APPROPRIATE DISTINCTION BETWEEN YOUNG OFFENDERS
UNDER AND OVER THE AGE OF 21 YEARS IN RESPECT OF RECALL ORDERS
UNDER THE DETENTION CENTRES ORDINANCE WAS INTRODUCED IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY,

MOV ING THE SECOND READING OF THE DETENTION CENTRES (AMENDMENT)

I'S DAVIES

BILL 1978, THE SECRETARY FOR SECURITY, THE HON, LEW VIES,
EEKS TO RECTIFY THE DETENTICN CENTRES (ﬁﬁ:hﬁh:@T)_

S URANCE 3576 ISTINCTION OF YOUNG OFFENDERS.

ORD INANCE 1976 WHICH OMITTED THE AGE

+WHEN THE SCHEME OF DETENTION WAS EXTENDED TO APPLY TO PERSONS
OVER 21 BUT UNDER 25 YEARS OF AGE IT WAS DECIDED THAT DETAINEES IN
THIS AGE BRACKET WOULD BE SUBJECT TO A MINIMUM PERIOD COF DETENTION
OF THREE MONTHS AND A MAXIMUM PERIOD OF 12 MONTHS,+ MR. DA¥IES SAID.

-
I

T

%)

+THIS COMPARED WITH A MINIMUM DETENTION PERIOD OF ONE MONTH AND
A ‘MAX IMUM PERIOD OF SIX MONTHS FOR DETAINEES UNDER 21 YEARS OF AGE,+

HE ADDED.

DEBATE ON THE BILL HAS BEEN ADJOURNED.
e S /’22----
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. CREATING EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
IN THE CIVIL SERVICE FOR EX=DRUG ADDICTS
% %% XM
0" TﬂE CgMNléSIGNER FOR NARCOTICS, MR, E.l. LEE SAID TODAY HE 1S
TELEle D!aCqulQHé WITH THE CIVIL SERVICE ERANCH OF THE GOVERNMENT
??ﬂf:TfﬁlTT IN AN EFFORT TO ENCOURAGE HEADS CF DEPARTMENT TO EMPLOY
MORE REHABILITATED DRUG ADDICTS.

PEAK ING AT A CEREMONY MARKING THE THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE
sMPLOYMENT GUIDANCE SCHEME FOR VOLUNTARILY REHAEILITATED ADDICTS,
MR. LEE SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT, AS THE LARGEST EMPLOYER IN HONG

KONG SHOULD SET A BETTER EXAMPLE IN OFFERING EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

TO REHAEIL ITATED ADDICTS.

AT PRESENT, THE CIVIL SERVICE REGULATIONS STIPULATE THAT THE
EMPLOYMENT OF EX-DRUG ADDICT IN ANY POST IS ALLOWED AT THE DISCRETICON
OF DEPARTMENTAL HEADS, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THOSE INVOLVED
PREVIOUSLY IN SERI0US DRUG CFFENCES SUCH AS TRAFFICKING IN, OR
MANUFACTUR ING OF, DANGEROUS DRUGS.

D
|

-

AS AT APRIL THIS YEAR, A TOTAL OF L4 REHABILITATED ADDICTS WER
SERVING IN THE GOVERNMENT.

+THIS 1S BY NO MEANS A LARGE FIGURE,+ THE COMMISS IONEK SAID,
+AND COMPARES POORLY WITH THE VERY LARGE RESOURCES OF PERSONNEL AND
FINANCE WHICH THE GOVERNMENT IS DEVOTING TO DEAL WITH THE OVERALL

NARCOTICS PROBLEM,+
HE SAID HE WAS THEREFCORE CURRENTLY HOLDINEG DISCUSS IONS W:1TH TH=

CIVILléERViCE BRANCH OF THE GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT FOR THE ISSUE CF
A CIRCULAR WITH A VIEW TO ENCOURAGING HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS TC EMPLOY

MORE EX=-ADDICTS IN THE GOVERNMENT SERVICE.

HE WENT ON TO EXPLAIN THAT BOTH THE GOVERNMENT AND PR IVATE
EMPLOYERS SHOULD NOW TAKE A FRESH LOOK AT THE POSITION AS THE
OPPORTUNITIES WHICH CURRENTLY EXISTED FOR AN ADDICT.TO SEEK.CUT-
PATIENT TREATMENT WERE MUCH GREATER THAN BEFORZ,

HE WAS REFERRING TO  THE OPENING COF 17 METHADONE DETOXIFICATION
CENTRES SINCE 1976, WHICH HAS HELPED LARGELY TO INCREASING THE TOTAL
NUMBER OF ADDICTS UNDER TREATMENT AND AFTER-CARE FROM €,000 FOUK
YEARS AGO TO 14,000 AT ANY ONE TIME NOW,

+AN ADDICT CAN NOW READILY OETAIN TREATMENT IN - CENTRES N
HIS HOME OR PLACE OF WORK. AS A RESULT, THE PROBABILITY OF K
IS REDUCED AND THE PROGNOSIS FOR AN EMPLOYED EX-ADDICT TO REMA

THE JOBE ARE VERY MUCH GREATER THAN E FORE,+ MR. LEE SAID.
HE POINTED OUT THAT OVER 90 PER CENT OF THE PATIENTS

YEAR METHADONE MAINTENANCE PILOT SCHEME CARRIED OUT BY THE MEDICAL
AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT THREE YZARS AGO, WERE GAINFULLY EMPLOYED.

THIS UNDERL INED THE FACT THAT METHA
SUCCESSFULLY REHABILITATE AN ADDICT INTC
EL IMINATE HIS CRAVING FOR HEROIN AND RETA

SAID.

NE TREATMENT COULD
ETY BY HELPING HIM TO
IS EMPLOYMENT, HE
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DROP IN NUMBER OF DRUG ADDICTS EXPECTED
¥* I K % %

THE SECRETARY FOR SECURITY, THE HON. LEWIS. DAVIES,
TCDAY SAID THERE WOULD BE A DeCLINZ IN THE TOTAL NUMBER CF
DRUG ADDICTS IN HONG KONG, ESPECIALLY IN THE NUMBERS OF YOUNG
PERSONS TURNING TO DRUGS.

IN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY THE HON., HILTON CHEONG=LEEN IN
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, MR. DAVIES SAID IN THE NEXT THREE YEARS
THE GOVERNMENT WOULD CONTINUE |TS FOUR INTER-=LOCK ING PROGRAMMES
OF LAW ENFORCEMENT, TREATMENT AND RcHABILITATION, PREVENTIVE
EDUCATION AND PUBLICITY AND INTERNATIONAL CO—OPER&TION CN WHICH
OUR ANTI-NARCOTICS STRATEGIES WERE BASED, ADJUSTED AS APPEARS
NECESSARY IN THE LIGHT OF ALL AVAILABLE FACTS.

+WE SHALL AIM TO KEEP STREET DRUG PRICES HIGH, TO INDUCE
MORE ADDICTS TO COME INTO TREATMENT AT THE 21 EXISTING METHADONE
MAINTENANCE CLINICS, TO CONTINUE TREATMENT AT FOUR DRUG ADDICTION
TREATMENT CENTRES AND THE VOLUNTARY TREATMENT BY THE SOCIETY FCR
AID AND REHABILITATION OF DRUG ADDICTS AND TO PERSUADE OUR YOUNG
PEOPLE TO STAY OFF DRUGS.+

MR. DAVIES SAID NO ACCURATE ESTIMATE OF THE NUMBER OF DRUG
ADDICTS IN HONG KONG THREE YEARS AGO OR NOW WAS AVAILABLE. +THIS
éiTEUEAgE THE NATURE OF THE PROBLEM, AND THE INADEQUACY OF THE

+

HOWEVER, HE SAID, WHEN THE COMPUTERISATION OF THE NEW CENTRAL
REGISTRY IS COMPLETED IN AUGUST, THE GCVERNMENT WOULD HAVE, FOR
THE FIRST TIME, RELIABLE DATA ON THE CHARACTERISTICS OF, AND
TRENDS IN, OUR’ ADDICT. POPULATION, AND ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF
OUR VARIOUS TREATMENT PROGRAMMES.

+IN THE MEANTIME WE ALREADY KNOW THAT WE ARE MAKING INROADS
;ggﬂ THE NUMBER OF YQUNG ADDICTS. THIS IS VERY PROMISING,+ HE
ED.

MR. DAVIES SAID SINCE SEPTEMBER 1, 1976, WHEN A NEW SYSTEM
OF REPORTING WAS INTRODUCED, 54,000 INDIVIDUAL REPORTS HAD BEEN
ACCUMULATED FROM 21 AGENCIES AND 102 REPORTING SOURCES.

+THE NUMBER OF ADDICTS REPRESENTED BY THESE REPORTS IS LIKELY
TO BE CCNSIDERABLY LESS, BUT EVEN THEN THE RESULTANT FIGURE IS
NOT COMPREHENSIVE BECAUSE WE DO WOT KNOwW THE NUMBER OF
ADDICTS RECEIVING TREATMENT FROM PRIVATE MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS,
OR THOSE WHC HAVE ESCAPED ARREST.+

THE NUMBER OF ADDICTS BEING TREATED AT THE END OF APRIL THIS
YEAR IN THE METHADONE PROGRAMMES AT SARDA AND AT TREATMENT CENTRES
WAS 7,326 COMPARED WITH 3,282 THREE YEARS EARLIER, MR. DAVIES
SAID,

-.-bd--o--—-b
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UNOFF IC IAL MEMBER ADVOCATES PROGRESSIVE
INCREASES IN TAXES ON LUXURY CARS
* F X ¥ ¥

UNOFF ICIAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCILLOCR, REV. THE HON. PATRICK
MCGOVERN, PROPOSED TODAY THAT THE TAX ON MOTOR ES SHOULD EE
9o

X
PROGRESSIVELY . INCREASED IN RESPECT OF MOR f

SPEAKING IN SUPPORT OF THE MOTOR VEHICLES (FIRST REGISTRATION
TAX) (AMENDMENT) EILL 1978 AT ITS RESUMED DEEATE IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, FR. MCGOVERN SAID THAT IN THE CONTEXT OF
VEHICLE TAX IT WOULD BE BETTER IF THE DEGREE OF PROGRESSIVITY
WERE GREATER IN THE HIGHER ERACKETS.

HE SUGGESTED THAT THE AMENDMENT WOULD EE BETTER IF IT CONTAINED
A FIVE PER CENT INCREASE AS A FIRST OR SECOND STEP FOR NON=LUXURY
CARS, AND THEN PROGRESSIVELY HIGHER PERCENTAGE INCREASES FOR EACH
SUCCEEDING STEP, EVEN UP TO 100 PER CENT FOR THE TOP BRACKET.

~ +TO BE JUST UNDER SUCH A SYSTEM THERE SHOULD BE MORE
CATEGORIES INTRODUCED, PERHAPS CORRESPOND ING ROUGHLY WITH THE
PRESENT EIGHT STEPS IN THE ANNUAL LICENCE FEE BASED ON CYL INDER
CAPACITY,+ FR. MCGOVERN SAID.

FR. MCGOVERN ALSC SUGGESTED THAT THE PRINCIPLE OF A
GREATER DEGREE OF PROGRESSIVITY BE APPL [ED ON ANNUAL L ICENCE FEE,

+AS | POINTED OUT BEFORE, UNDER THE PRESENT SYSTEM THE OWNER
OF A SMALL VEHICLE PAYS MORE PER CC THAN THE OWNER OF A LARGE
VEHICLE. THIS SHOULD OBV IOUSLY BE REVERSED,+ FR. MCGOVERN SAID.

+TO WHAT DEGREE DEPENDS ON WHETHER POLICY 1S TO RAISE MORE
REVENUE OR TO ENCOURAGE THE USE OF SMALL CARS OR TO DISCOURAGE METAL

HE ATTIE
1

MONSTERS, OR PERHAPS A BIT OF EACH,+ HZ ADDED.
FR. MCGOVERN FURTHER POINTED OUT THAT EVEN IF THERE WERE NO

PROGRESS ION A FLAT RATE FOR ALL WOULD EE FAIRER TO THE SMALL
CAR OWNER AND ERING MORE REVENUE FROM THE LUXURY CAR.

AS REGARDS TWO WHEELED VEHICLZS, F3. MCGOVERN SAID THEY SHCULD
BE TREATED SEPARATELY, PERHAPS DIVIDED INTO UTILITY AND HIGHER
CLASSES TO DISCCURAGE OVER-POWERED CYCLES ¥HICH MIGHT TEMPT THE
OWNER TO INDULGE IN SPEEDING OR ILLEGAL RACING.

+IN ALL OF THIS, PROVIDED THAT A REASONAELY SIZED CAR IS

NOT CONSIDERED AS A LUXURY, THERE WOULD BS NO HARDSHIP FOR ANYONE
EXCEPT THOSE WHO CAN AFFORD TO PAY FOR LUXURY,+ FR, MCGOVERN SAID.

THE BILL WAS LATER PASSED INTO LAW.

-——-—G-——-

P, TR




WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 1978

v 25 -

GOVERNMENT STUDYING INTO PYRAMID SELL ING
X * % %

THE GOVERNMENT 1S TRYING TO OBTAIN LEGISLATION IN USE IN
OTHER COUNTRIES TO SEE HOW THEY HAVE TACKLED PYRAMID SELLING,
THE HON. DAVID JEAFFRESON, SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES,
TOLD THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY,

IN REPLY TO A QUESTION FROM THE HON. ROGER LOBO, MR. JEAFFRESCH
SAID IF NO SATISFACTORY ANSWER WAS AVAILABLE CONSIDERATION
INTO THE POSSIBILITY OF REGULATING IT WOULD BE GIVEN.

MR. JEAFFRESON SAID THAT THE ATTORNEY GENERAL HAD JUST
ISSUED A DRAFT BILL DESIGNED TO REGULATE THE PRACTICE TO THE
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS CONCERNED FOR THE IR COMMENTS. THE EILL
REPRESENTED INITIAL THINKING ONLY.

+IN REACTING TO THE BILL, THE CONCENSUS WAS FOR PROHIBITION,
SO ANOTHER EILL WAS DRAFTED ACCORDINGLY. THIS ONE HAS RUN INTC
THE SERIOUS SNAG THAT WE ARE UNABLE TO FIND A DEFINITION OF
PYRAMID SELL ING THAT DOES NOT INCLUDE OTHER TYPES OF SELL ING
WE DO NOT WISH TO PROHIEIT.

+WE ARE NOW TRYING TO GET HOLD OF LEGISLATION IN USE ELSEWHERE
HOW OTHERS HAVE TACKLED THIS PROBLEM, IF WE DON'T GET
SFACTORY ANSWER, WE SHALL HAVE TO RECONSIDER THE POSSIEILITY
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:EGULATION,+ MR. JEAFFRESON POINTED OUT.

HE ADDED THAT THE ADMINISTRATIVE DIFF ICULTIES INVOLVED IN
REGULATING PYRAMID SELLING ARE FORMIDABLE AND THE GOVERNMENT wWCULD
NEED TO BE SATISFIED THIS PROBLEM WAS SUFF ICIENTLY SERIOUS TO
JUSTIFY OVERCOMING THESE DIFFICULTIES,

e e e T

KA1 TAK MIDNIGHT FLIGHT BAN
% X ¥ % ¥

RETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVIGES, THE HON. B*V_T
ISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY THAT IT 1S GOVERNMEN

THE E

S -
AIRCRAFT TO TAKE OFF OVER KOWLOON CITY BETW
6

S
TOLD. THE L
NOT TO ALL
MIDNIGHT A

=0 mm

/ING TO A QUESTION FROM THE HON, PETER C. WONG, _
CFRESON SAID THE DIRECTOR OF AVIATION GENERALLY ALLOWS,
T3 DELAYED BECAUSE OF UNFORESEEN CIRCUMSTANCES TO 1

0 LAND AT KAl TAK DURING THIS PERIOD.
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+AND UNLESS WEATHER CONDITIONS WOULD MAKE THIS DﬁﬁGEE?UE,
ALL LANDING AIRCRAFT MUST USE THE APPROACH OVER LEI YUE MUN,+
MR. JEAFFRESON SAID.

7. JEAFFRESON ALSO REVEALED THAT DURING THE LAST FINANGIAL
YEAR, 403 AIRCRAFT MOVEMENTS, COMPRISING 192 ARRIVALS AUL
DEPARTURES, WERE ALLOWED BETWEEN MIDNIGHT AND 6.30 A.H.

o AN

e e o

+ONLY 23 AIRCRAFT WERE ALLOWED TO APPROACH KAl TAK OVEF
KOWLOON CITY,+ HE ADDED.
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MENT TERMS TO ATTRACT MORE LOCAL OFF ICERS PROPOSED
¥ kKK ¥

THE SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE, THE HON. MARTIN RCWLAN

F‘hl

TODAY PROPOSED TO EXTEND THE PRACTICE COF OFFERING LOCAL CANDIDAT:

THE OPTION OF APPQINTMENT ON ;:RZZHZIT T_.Ia WHERE THAT WOULD

HELP OVERCOME DIFFICULTIES IN ATTRACTING SUITABLE LOCAL CANDIDATES

INTO CIVIL SERVICE.

GISLATIVE COUNCIL MR. ﬂ'hLAH?S SAID SUCH PRACTICE, AS OPPOSED
IC PENS |ONABLE TERMS, WAS INTRODUCED IN 1968 IN RESPECT OF MEDICAL

.:.“.
.
=

",'h.
AND LEGAL OFF ICEI

IN REPLY TO A QU N FROM THE HON, WONG LAM I[N THE

BECAUSE OF m;upur,h:u? DIFFICULTIES.

+THE PRACTICE HAS SINCE EBEEN ENDED TO A TOTAL OF 98
GRADES, MOSTLY PROFESSIONAL, THROU C““U— THE CIVIL SERVICE,+ HE
ADDED.

TALKS ON NEW MACAU

T HE GOVERNMENT AND THE DEV
OF NEGOTIATION TO DETERMINE THE
nIGHTS IN THE PROPOSED NEW MACAU

THIS WAS STATED BY THE HON., DAVID MCDONALD, DIRECTOR OF

1075
4

PUBLIC WORKS, IN REPLY TO A QUESTION BY DR. THE HON., HARRY FANG

IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING TODAY,

MR. MCDONALD SAID THAT A
GOVERNMENT AND PUEBLIC FACILIT IES T' EE PRCV!DEB I TH—
MEW TERMINAL HAD BEEN AGREED, AND DESIGN DRAWINGS AND
COSTS OF CONSTRUCTION HAD BEEN PREPARED.

+GOVERNMENT AND_THE DEVELOPER ARE NOW IN THE
OF NEGOTIATION TO DETERMINE THE EXTENT OF COMMERCIAL ::v L OPI
RIGHTS THAT SHOULD BE GRANTED IN RETURN FOR THE CONS
OF THE GOVERNMENT AND PUBLIC FACIL S AND ONCI 1S
DONE A SUBMISSION WILL BE MADE TO
COUNCIL,+ HE SAID.

ENTERED !N'I"‘ AND T|—_ ...EV L"“F“"'“ CAN EED WITH THE PROJECT.+

--—lﬁG——--




1y 1978
o -

RS EACHANGE RA
% % % %" X%

ON HK = US DOLLA

SECRETARY FOR

LEGISLATIVE €O

s

— M- O

[

L:oTiuH FQCF THE HON. JAM
IME! INTERVENE TCO SA)
i.'..;-"lt::e HT-_ WHICH 1S NCu
TATE OF THE U.S. -DOLLARS

HONG KONG AND THE U.S.A.
RNMENTS OF THE UNITED !

THINGS, MECHANISM FOR
5 SERVING ERITISH ﬁh# AI:PICAL

fTHIB MECHANISM INCLUDES THAT EOTH THE U.K. CIVIL AVIA
AUTHOR ITY ARD THE UNITED STATES AERONAUTICAL BOARD WQOULD N
i AGREEMENT ON ANY CHANGES TC TARIFFS,+ HE EXPLAINEL.

= ITi
==—0rr®

REPLYING TO ANOTHER QUESTICKN FROM MR, ‘WU, 'ﬁ.
CNF IRMED THAT THE GOVERNMENTS OF MALA Yu]h AND SIN
NILATERALLY DIRECTED FROM FEERUARY 1 AND MARCH 31

,;_~;JTI»-'? *Jht FREIGHT PAYMEKNTS FOR CARGC FROM

T“!_a DESTINED FCR THE S5.A. ARE REQUIRED T“
”‘77'”| ONVERTED FROM e BaS. B AR TARIFF
EUYIN n*T'.

I.. T_'_ 4-1.3: CF Th[ IHI h' L r\ Hl:_r'. ..d. \J H F| _SF"T‘ -..)P—-lu = :..,I?.n.J...- T

STOOD THAT THE IATA EXCHANGE RATE SYSTEM STILL APPLIES, AND THESE

- -

CLOSE TO THEIL MARKET RATES,+ HE ADDED,

----0----

PROPOSALS FOR STRENGTHENING LEGISLATION
ON REGISTRATION OF MONEY LENDERS
¥ % % % X X

THE ACTING FINANCIAL SECRETARY, THE HON. DAVID JORDAN SAID
TODAY THE COMMISSIONER OF PCLICE HAD RECENTLY MADE PROPOSALS
FOR STRENGTHENING THE LEGISLATION CONTROLLING THE REGISTRATION
OF MONEY LENDERS.

IN REPLY TO A QUESTION FROM THE HON. MRS. KWAN KO S|U-WAH
IN THE LEGISLATIVE CCUNCIL MR. JORDAN SAID AT PRESENT APPLICATIONS
FOR QECI;TRATI“H AS A MONEY=LE NDER WERE NOT VETTED BECAUSE
THERE WERE NO RESTRICTIONS ON WHO «|_pT REGISTER AS A MONEY=-
-NDER UNDER THE MONEY-LENDERS ORDINAI

MR. JORDAN ALSO SAID THAT THE POLICE TOOK ACTION ON
ALLEGATIONS OF BREACHES OF THE MONEY-LENDERS ORDINANCE THAT
WERE BROUGHT TO THEIR ATTENTION, AND IN 1977, FIVE PERSONS
WERE CONVICTED OF OFFENCES UNDER THE ORDINANCE.

----0---- ,‘KEEQI-FQ
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ASSISTANCE TO SMALL=-SCALE BUSINESSES AND INDUSTR IES
® K K X K K ¥

THE ACTING DIRECTOR OF TRADE, INDUSTRY AND CUSTOMS, T
HON, WILL IAM DORWARD, SAID THE ADAPTAEIL ITY AND FLEXIBFEIT?EOF
HONG KONG’S SMALL INDUSTRIES AND BUSINESSES HAVE BEEN PRIMARILY
RESPONS IBLE FOR OUR EXPORT GROWTH AND THAT THE VARIOUS FORMS OF
ESREEETAHD INDIRECT GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE HAVE SERVED THEM
EQ ELY.

SPEAKING AT THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETIRG TODAY .IN REPLY TO

A QUESTION BY DR, THE HON. HENRY HU, MR. DORWARD SAID: +DEPENDING
ON THE DEFINITION ONE CHOOSES, NEARLY ALL MVBESTRIAL ESTABL ISHMENTS
IN HONG KONG COULD BE DESCRIEED AS SMALL. #:EBRCTORIES WITH LESS THAN
20 WORKERS, FOR EXAMPLE, ACCOUNT FOR ABOWUT 90 PER CENT OF THE
TOTAL. | HAVE NC COMPARABLE STATISTICS FOR NON=INDUSTRIAL

BUS INESSES, BUT | AM SURE THE RATIO OF SMALL UNITS TO EBIG WOULD

BE EVEN HIGHER.+

HE SAID IT COULD THEREFQRE BE SAID THAT VIRTUALLY ANY
gﬁiﬂETSEEESTHE GOVERNMENT RENDERS TC TRADE AND 1NDUSTRY BENEFITS

+ASS ISTANCE IS GIVEN MAINLY- THROUGH THE MEDIUM OF STATUTORY

BODIES WHICH GOVERNMENT SUBVENTS OR OTHERWISE SUPPORTS. THESE.
INCLUDE THE HONG KONG PRODUCTIVITY CENTRE, WHICH WAS ESTABL ISHED
WITH SMALL TO MEDIUM OPERATIONS PRIMARILY IN MIND AND WHICH
CONTINUES TO PLACE GREAT EMPHASIS ON SERVING THIS SECTOR. _IT
CATERS, THROUGH COURSES, IN=PLANT TRAINING, CONSULTANCY. AND
ggﬁﬂy%géL INFORMATION SERVICES, TO THE NEEDS OF :BOTH INDUSTRY AND

c . . i

+THE HONG KONG TRADE DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL’S:WORK IN PROMOTING
EXPORTS BY SUCH MEANS AS MISSIONS, TRADE FAIRS AND DISSEMINATION
OF TRADE ENQUIRIES IS WELL ENOUGH KNOWN NOT TO NEED REHEARSAL HERE.
THE SAME | THINK IS TRUE OF THE ACTIVITIES OF SUCH BODIES AS THE
EXPORT CREDIT INSURANCE CORPORATION AND THE PACKAGING AND INDUSTRIAL

DES IEN COUNCILS,+

AS REGARDS FINANCE, MR. DORWARD SAID HE REPORTED TO THE
-LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ON JULY 21, 1976 THAT A LOANS FOR SMALL
INDUSTRY SCHEME, WHICH HAD BY THEN BEEN RUNNING FOR FOUR YEARS,
WAS BEING DISCONTINUED DUE TO LACK OF DEMAND.

+ONLY 10 LOANS WERE MADE DURING ITS LIFE, APPARENTLY BEARING
OUT THE CONTENTION OF THOSE WHO HAD SAID FROM THE OUTSET THAT THE
HONG KONG BANK ING SYSTEM WAS CAPABLE OF PROVIDING ADEQUATE
FACILITIES., | HAVE NO REASON TO BELIEVE THE SITUATION HAS CHANGED,
AS WITNESS THE CURRENT LIQUIDITY OF THE BANKS AND THEIR RELATIVELY

LOW PRIME RATE.+

+SMALL INDUSTRIES AND BUSINESSES ARE THE SINEWS OF HONG
KONG. IT IS THEIR ADAPTABILITY AND FLEXIBILITY WHICH HAVE BEEN
PRIMARILY RESPONS IBLE FOR OUR EXPORT GROWTH. | BELIEVE THE VARIOUS
FORMS OF DIRECT AND INDIRECT ASSISTANCE SO FAR GIVEN THEM BY 0
GOVERNMENT HAVE SERVED THEM ADEQUATELY= AND THE LIST |.HAVE .GIVEN
HAS BEEN INDICATIVE RATHER THAN EXHAUSTIVE, FOR | HAVE NOT EVEN
MENT IONED, FOR EXAMPLE, TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING.

MR. DORWARD ADDED THAT HE WAS NOT AWARE COF ANY DEEPLY FELT
DEF ICIENCIES IN THE PRESENT LEVEL OF GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE. . THE
NEED FOR EXPANSION OF SUCH ASSISTANCEZ, IN SCOPE OR FORM, Tp KEEP
PACE WITH THE CHANGING REQUIREMENTS OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY WILL, .
HOWEVER, CONTINUE TO BE KEPT UNDER REVIEW.

----0---- /egli'lil
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LEGCO APPROVES SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS
* %k ® ® X

THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TCDAY APPROVED A MOTION WHICH SEEKS
THE COVERING AUTHORITY OF THE COUNCIL ON THE SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS
OF $245 MILLION MADE IN THE THIRD QUARTER OF THE 1977-~78 FINANCIAL
YEAR. .

MOVING THE MOTION, THE ACTING FINANCIAL SECRETARY, THE HON.
DAVID JORDAN, SAID ALL'THE ITEMS IN THE SCHEDULE OF SUPPLEMENTARY
PROVISIONS HAD BEEN APPROVED BY THE F INANCE COMMITTEE.

MR. JORDAN POINTED OUT THAT THE SUPPLEMENTARY PROVISIONS COVERED
BY THE SCHEDULE RESULTED IN A NET INCREASE OF $105 MILLION IN THE .
EXPEND ITURE APPROVED FOR THE YEAR WITH THE REMAINDER _BEING OFFSET BY
SAVINGS UNDER OTHER SUBHEADS OF EXPENDITURE ANP BY THE FREEZING OF
gggg? EROVIDED UNDER ADDITIONAL COMMITMENTS OF ‘MISCELLANEOUS

CES

MR. JORDAN SAID OF THE 245 MILLION, 397 MILLION WERE REQUIRED
FOR EXPENDITURE ON PUBLIC WORKS PROJECTS INCLUDING A SUM OF §15
MILL ION FOR 25 NEW PROJECTS UPGRADED TO CATEGORY A OF THE PUBL IC
WORKS PROGRAMME.

OTHER ITEMS INCLUDE $79 MILLION FOR MAINTAINING THE DESALTERS
IN FULL OPERATION UNTIL THE END OF THE FINANCIAL YEAR,.$26 MILL ION
TO MEET GRANTS TO THE URBAN COUNCIL AND VOLUNTARY AGENCIES ARISING
AS A RESULT OF SALARIES REVISIONS FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE IN JULY 1977,
$16 MILLION FOR ESTIMATED PAYMENTS OF EX—GRATIA ALLOWANCES TO
EL IG IBLE PERSONS INVOLVED IN CLEARANCES SCHEDULED DURING THE YEAR
AND 12 MILL ION FOR ADDITIONAL PURCHASES OF SAND TO MEET INCREASING
DEMAND FROM THE CONSTRUCTION -INBUSTRY.
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36 YOUNG ADULTS IN SHA TSUI| DETENTION CENTRE
* % % % %

UP TO JUNE THIS YEAR, 36 YOUNG ADULTS HAD BEEN SENT TO THE

ADUL'T DETENTION CENTRE AT SHA TSUI, THE HON. LEWS DAVIES,
SECRETARY FOR SECURITY TOLD THE LEGISLATIVE COUHCIL TODAY.

REPLYING TO A QUESTION FROM THE HON. ROGER . MR. DAVIES
ADDED, OF 'TH4S NUMBER, EIGHT HAVE BEEN REMOVED, seviu MAVENG BEEN
QI VEN ALTERNATIVE SENTENCES ON APPEAL OR REVIEW BY THE COURTS
AND ONE HAVING BEEN FOUND NOT GUILTY ON APPEAL,

+THE BALANCE OF 28 HAVE BEEN DETAINED FOR THE PRESCR IBED
PERIOD AND SO FAR THREE HAVE BEEN RELEASED AND PLACED UNDER
SUPERVISION,+ MR,. BAVIES:SAID,
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PAYMENT FOR ENTRIES IN TRADE DIRECTORIES
¥ ¥ Kk % X

THE SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES, THE HON, DAVID JEAFFRESON,
SAID IT IS ILLEGAL UNDER THE POST OFF ICE ORD INANCE TO SEND INVOICES
£Y POST TO COMPANIES OVERSEAS SEEKING PAYMENT FOR ENTRIES IN TRADE
DIRECTORIES OF WHICH IMPORTATION AND CIRCULATION ARE BANNED BY THAT
COUNTRY.

IN REPLY TO A QUESTION FROM THE HON. ROGER LOBO IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY, HE SAID THE ENFORCEMENT OF THIS LEGIS-
LATION IS DIFFICULT BECAUSE OF THE DIFFICULTIES IN IDENTIFYING SUCH
MATER IAL IN POSTS LEAVING HONG KONG AND IN GETTING OVERSEAS POSTAL
ADMINISTRATION TO GIVE EVIDENCE IN HONG KONG.

MR. JEAFFRESON SAID: +THE SAME SORT OF DIFFICULTIES WOULD APPLY
IF WE WERE TO TRY AND DEVISE LEGISLATION TO MAKE THE SENDING OF
INVOICES FOR UNSOLICITED ENTRIES IN TRADE DIRECTORIES AN OFFENCE -IN
HONG KONE IN ITS OWN RIGHT.+
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WAITING TIME FOR DISCIPLINARY INQUIRY OF CONVICTED SEAMEN
* ¥ X % X
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A SEAMAN WHO HAS BEEN CONVICTED IN COURT OR HAS BEEN ACCUSEL .-
SCONDUCT IS REQUIRED TO WAIT GENERALLY FOR TWO MONTHS BEFORE
5C 12L INARY INQUIRY 1S CONDUCTED TO DETERMINE WHETHER HIS REGIS—
ION AS A SEAMAN SHOULD BE SUSPENDED UNDER THE MERCHANT SHIPPING
RUITING OF SEAMEN) ORDINANCE, THE HON. DAVID JEAFFRESON,
TARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES SAID IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
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HE ALSO SAID IN REPLY TO A QUESTION FROM HON. PETER C. WONG
THAT THE PRESENT WAITING TIME WAS REASONABLE.
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BILLS PASSED
* % X %

FOUR BILLS WERE PASSED INTO LAW IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
TCDAY.

THEY WERE THE MOTOR VEHICLES (FIRST REGISTRATION TAX)(AMENDMENT)
BILL 1978, THE STAMP (AMENDMENT)(NO. 4) BILL 1978, THE DUT!ABLE
COMMOD I TIES EAHEHDHENT) BILL 1978 AND THE WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION

(AMENDMENT) (NO. 2) BILL 1978.
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TRAFF IC ARRANGEMENTS IN WAN CHAl AND KWUN*TONG
k X % % %

THE TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT TODAY ANNOUNCED THAT THE UP AND DOWN
RAMPS ON THE SECTION OF CANAL ROAD NORTH OF HENNESSY ROAD LINKING
WAN CHAl TC THE CROSS HARBOUR TUNNEL AND NORTH POINT WILL BE CLOSED
TO ALL TRAFFIC FROM 10 A.M, ON FRIDAY (JUNE 9).

THE RAMPS WILL BE DEMOL ISHED LATER TO FACILITATE CONSTRUCTION
OF THE CANAL ROAD EXTENSION PROJECT.

THE SLIP ROAD UNDERNEATH THESE RAMPS JOINING CANAL ROAD EAST
AND WEST WILL ALSO BE CLOSED TO TRAFFIC ON FRIDAY FOR A PERIOD
OF ABOUT THREE MONTHS.

THE DEPARTMENT ALSO ANNOUNCED THAT THE RIGHT TURN FROM HONG
NING ROAD TO KWUN TONG ROAD AND THE RIGHT TURN FROM KWUN TONG ~
ROAD TO HONG NING ROAD WILL BE PROHIBITED BETWEEN 1.30 A.M. AND
5.30 A.M. FOR FOUR DAYS FROM FRIDAY (JUNE 9).

MOTORISTS ARE ADVISED TO USE THE ROUNDABOUT AT THE JUNCTION
OF HIP WO STREET AND HOI YUEN ROAD AS AN ALTERNATIVE ROUTE.

THE ARRANGEMENT IS TO FACILITATE THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE
MASS TRANSIT RAILWAY IN THE AREA.

APPROPRIATE TRAFFIC SIGNS WILL BE SET UP IN THE AFFECTED
AREAS TO GUIDE MOTORISTS.

THE WATER SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCED TODAY THAT WATER

: EW TERRITORIES

O A NUMBER OF PREMISES IN SHA TAU KOK, N '

3$EELEETTEMPORARILY TURNED OFF FOR EIGHT HOURS FROM 10 P.ﬁALSE
FRIDAY (JUNE 9) TO FACILITATE THE INSTALLATION OF WATER

AT SHA TAU KCK ROAD.

N
ED WILL BE PREMISES ON SHA TAU KOK ROAD BETWEE
QUEENeEFE?IL CAMP AND SHA TAU KOK MARKET, INCLUDING THOSE
ON PING CHE ROAD, AND TA KWU LING POLICE STATION.
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