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PROPOSALS TO TACKLE TRAFFIC CONGESTION ANNOUNCED
¥ ¥ ¥ 2 X

THE GOVERNMENT PROPOSES TO TACKLE THE WORSENING TRAFFIC
CONGESTION WITH A" THREE-PRONGED APPROACH" THAT WOULD COVER MEASURES FOR
IMPLEMENTATION IN THE SHORT, MEDIUM AND "LONG TERMS.

THE SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT, MR HAIDER BARMA, TODAY (WEDNESDAY)
ANNOUNCED THESE PROPOSALS FOR PUBLIC CONSULTATION UNTIL THE END OF
JANUARY .

IN THE SHORT TERM, IT IS PROPOSED THAT FISCAL MEASURES BE USED
TO CONTAIN PRIVATE CAR GROWTH WHICH INCREASED BY ONE-THIRD IN THE PAST
THREE YEARS AND 1S INCREASING AT 10 PER CENT A YEAR. DURING THE SAME
PERIOD, GOODS VEHICLES ONLY INCREASED BY ONE PER CENT.

MR BARMA SAID: "OUR EXPERIENCE SHOWED THAT TAX INCREASE 1S AN
EFFECTIVE MEANS OF CONTROLLING CAR NUMBERS. THE 1982 TAX INCREASE
SUCCEEDED IN REDUCING THE SIZE OF PRIVATE CARS BY 28 PER CENT. WE DID
NOT RETURN TO THE 1982 LEVEL UNTIL EIGHT YEARS LATER."

THE PROPOSALS ARE TO INCREASE ANNUAL LICENCE FEES (ALF) FOR
PRIVATE CARS BY AN AVERAGE OF 40 PER CENT TO ACCOUNT FOR INFLATION
SINCE THE LAST INCREASE IN MARCH 1991 AND TO INCREASE FIRST
REGISTRATION TAX (FRT) FROM THE PRESENT RANGE OF 40 PER CENT TO 60 PER
CENT OF THE TAXABLE VALUE TO 70 PER CENT FOR ALL TYPES OF PRIVATE
VEHICLES.

THE TAX PROPOSALS WOULD INCREASE ALF BY 1,500 TO $4,500 A
YEAR AND NEW CAR PRICES BY $25,000 TO $55,000.

IT IS ESTIMATED THE TAX MEASURES WOULD REDUCE PRIVATE CAR
GROWTH TO ABOUT THREE PER CENT IN THE FIRST FULL YEAR.

MR BARMA SAID: "THE PROPOSED FRT INCREASE IS LOADED TOWARDS
THE LOWER END OF THE MARKET BECAUSE 78 PER CENT OF THE NEW CARS SOLD
ARE WITHIN THE LOWER TAX BANDS.

"THE INCREASES ARE NECESSARY FOR TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT REASONS AND
NOT TO GENERATE EXTRA REVENUE PER SE.

“THE SECRETARY FOR THE TREASURY HAS AGREED IN PRINCIPLE THAT
THE SUM OVER AND ABOVE WHAT WOULD BE COLLECTED FROM FRT INCREASES CAN
BE CHANNELLED INTO A SPECIAL FUND WHICH WILL BE USED EXCLUSIVELY FOR
TRANSPORT PURPOSES SUCH AS PROVIDING BETTER TRANSPORT INTERCHANGE
FACILITIES AND ADVANCING THE BUILDING OF RAILWAYS."

THE GOVERNMENT IS ALSO COMMITTED TO IMPROVING THE TRANSPORT
SYSTEM. THIS WILL INCLUDE A HIGH LEVEL OF EXPENDITURE ON ROAD
INFRASTRUCTURE; AN INCREASE IN THE CARRYING CAPACITY -OF MASS TRANSIT
RAILWAY AND KOWLOON-CANTON RAILWAY; AND MORE EFFECTIVE TRAFFIC
MANAGEMENT MEASURES THAT WOULD IMPROVE TRAFFIC FLOW AND GIVE HIGHER
PRIORITY TO PUBLIC TRANSPORT.

THE MEASURES WILL INCLUDE MORE BUS LANES, FURTHER UPGRADING.
OF COMPUTERISED TRAFFIC CONTROL SYSTEMS AT ROAD JUNCTIONS,
INSTALLATION OF SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS ON THE HIGHWAYS AND MORE
VIGOROUS ENFORCEMENT ACTION BY THE POLICE.

/TO TACKLE .......
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TO TACKLE THE WORSENING TRAFFIC CONGESTION AT THE TWO CROSS
HARBOUR TUNNELS WHICH ARE ALREADY OPERATING 30 PER CENT TO 40 PER CENT
ABOVE THEIR CAPACITY DURING THE PEAK HOURS, THE WORKING GROUP
RECOMMENDS THE USE OF PASSAGE TAX TO INCREASE THE TOLLS TO $20 FOR
PRIVATE CARS AND 8 FOR MOTORCYCLES FOR BOTH THE CROSS HARBOUR
TUNNEL AND THE EASTERN HARBOUR CROSSING.

ALTERNATIVELY, USE OF TUNNELS BY PRIVATE VEHICLES CAN BE
RESTRICTED TO ALTERNATE DAYS THROUGH AN ODD/EVEN LICENCE SCHEME.

IN THE MEDIUM TERM, IT IS PROPOSED THAT A QUOTA SYSTEM BE
INTRODUCED TO LIMIT PRIVATE CAR OWNERSHIP. THE MAIN FEATURES ARE:

¥ A PRE-SET NUMBER OF CERTIFICATES OF ENTITLEMENT TO
PURCHASE A CAR WOULD BE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC TENDER.

THE CERTIFICATE WOULD HAVE A FIXED LIFE SPAN. TO
DISCOURAGE SPECULATION, THE CERTIFICATE MUST BE SOLD
TOGETHER WITH THE CAR TO A NEW OWNER. IT CANNOT BE
TRANSFERRED FROM ONE VEHICLE TO ANOTHER. IF A CAR WAS
SCRAPPED, THE CERTIFICATE WOULD BE WITHDRAWN.

MR BARMA SAID: "THE QUOTA SYSTEM WOULD REDUCE THE NEED FOR
FURTHER TAX INCREASES, BUT SHORT TERM FISCAL MEASURES WOULD STILL BE

REQUIRED."

ALSO IN THE MEDIUM TERM, IT IS PROPOSED THAT CONSIDERATION BE
GIVEN TO REDUCE OR WITHDRAW THE TAX ALLOWANCES NOW ENJOYED BY COMPANY
CARS UNDER THE INLAND REVENUE ORDINANCE. COMPANY CARS NOW ACCOUNT FOR
ONE-QUARTER OF THE PRIVATE VEHICLE FLEET AND 40 PER CENT OF PRIVATE
VEHICLE TRAFFIC DURING PEAK HOURS.

IN THE LONG TERM, THE WORKING GROUP RECOMMENDS THE INTRODUCTION
OF A PRICING SYSTEM BASED ON THE "USERS PAY" PRINCIPLE TO MANAGE THE

USE OF ROADS SPACE.

MR BARMA SAID: "ROAD PRICING IS VERY EFFECTIVE IN REGULATING
TRAFFIC FLOW AT THE MOST CONGESTED AREAS AT THE BUSIEST TIMES.

"MANY BIG CITIES IN THE WORLD, SUCH AS LONDON, OSLO, STOCKHOLM
AND SINGAPORE, ARE LOOKING TO ROAD PRICING AS THE SOLUTION TO TRAFFIC

CONGESTION.

"THE TECHNOLOGY HAS ADVANCED AND OVERCOME THE PRIVACY CONCERNS
EXPRESSED PREVIOUSLY.

"THE NEWEST 'READ AND WRITE’ TECHNOLOGY WOULD BE A STEP ON
FROM THE EXISTING TUNNEL AUTO-TOLL NOW BEING USED BY 47,000

SUBSCRIBERS.

"IT INVOLVES A SMART CARD - LIKE THE MTRC TICKET - INSERTED
INTO A TAG ON THE WINDSCREEN. NO RECORD OF A CAR’S PASSAGE WOULD BE

MADE UNLESS THERE WAS A TOLL VIOLATION."

HE REALISED THAT PROPOSALS TO RESTRAIN CAR GROWTH ARE A
CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECT AND THERE WERE SUGGESTIONS THAT THE SOLUTION
LIED IN BUILDING MORE ROADS.

/HE SATD <.ecuu.
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HE SAID: "THE RECORD SPEAKS FOR ITSELF. OVER THE PAST FIVE
YEARS, WE HAVE SPENT $17 BILLION AND OVER THE NEXT FIVE YEARS, ANOTHER
$30 BILLION ON NEW HIGHWAYS ARE ENVISAGED.

"BUT IRRESPECTIVE OF WHICH SIDE OF THE ARGUMENT ONE ' SUPPORTS,
THE PLAIN FACT IS THAT WE DO NOT HAVE THE LUXURY OF TIME - WE NEED
CONSTRAINT MEASURES NOW - NEW ROADS REQUIRE A LEAD TIME OF ALMOST FOUR
TO FIVE YEARS.

"WHAT IS MORE , THERE IS REALLY LITTLE SCOPE OF BUILDING MORE
FLYOVERS IN URBAN AREAS. THE DILEMMA OF MORE CARS RESULT IN MORE
POLLUTION AND MORE  NOISE ALSO NEEDS TO BE TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT. WE
CANNOT JUST BUILD OUR WAY OUT OF CONGESTION."

MR BARMA SAID THE PACKAGE OF PROPOSALS WAS DRAWN UP WITH THE
PURPOSE OF RESTORING THE BALANCE BETWEEN PRIVATE CAR GROWTH AND
TRAFFIC SPEEDS WHICH WERE NOW FALLING AT TWO KILOMETRES PER HOUR EACH

YEAR.

COPIES OF THE WORKING GROUP REPORT AND A LEAFLET EXPLAINING THE
PACKAGE OF MEASURES TO ADDRESS TRAFFIC CONGESTION ARE NOW AVAILABLE
FOR COLLECTION FROM DISTRICT OFFICES, TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT 'S
LICENSING OFFICES AND THE GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS CENTRE.

bt SN e R )

REPORT ON RATES OF RETURN ACCEPTED
¥ X ¥ X x

THE GOVERNOR-IN-COUNCIL HAS ACCEPTED THE ADMINISTRATION'S
REPORT ON THE REVIEW OF THE TARGET RATES OF RETURN ON GOVERNMENT
UTILITIES INCLUDING MARINE FERRY TERMINALS, TOLL-TUNNELS; WATERWORKS,
THE AIRPORT AND THE POST OFFICE.

THE REVIEW WAS UNDERTAKEN BY A WORKING PARTY CHAIRED BY THE
SECRETARY FOR. THE TREASURY, ON THE ADVICE OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

THE WORKING PARTY RECOMMENDED THAT THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD SET A
TARGET RATE OF RETURN FOR ITS UTILITIES TO REFLECT THE COST OF
CAPITAL EMPLOYED IN SETTING UP, MAINTAINING AND ENHANCING THE
SERVICES AND TO PROVIDE A TOOL FOR THE DEPARTMENTS CONCERNED TO
MANAGE THE UTILITIES IN A PRUDENT AND EFFICIENT MANNER.

A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SAID THERE WAS A NEED TO RATIONALISE THE
BASIS OF SETTING THE TARGET RATES OF RETURN FOR GOVERNMENT UTILITY
SERVICES WHICH WERE HIGHLY CAPITAL INTENSIVE.

"THE TARGET RETURNS REFLECT SIMPLY THE COST OF CAPITAL WHICH
THE GOVERNMENT HAS EMPLOYED IN SETTING UP AND MAINTAINING THE CAPITAL
FACILITIES OF THESE SERVICES. IT IS NOT A PROFIT," HE EMPHASISED.

THE WORKING PARTY ALSO RECOMMENDED THAT THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD
USE THE CAPITAL ASSET PRICING (CAP) APPROACH 1IN DETERMINING THE COST
OF CAPITAL AND SHOULD MEASURE RETURN ON THE BASIS OF THE AVERAGE NET
FIXED ASSETS (ANFA), WHICH REPRESENTED BROADLY THE LEVEL OF CAPITAL

EMPLOYED BY THE UTILITIES.

THE PROPOSED RATES OF RETURN FOR MARINE FERRY TERMINALS AND
GOVERNMENT TOLL-TUNNELS ARE 13 PER CENT AND 13.5 PER CENT

RESPECTIVELY.

/"THE PROPOSED




WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1994

"THE PROPOSED RATES OF RETURN ARE LOWER THAN THE EXISTING
TARGET RATES OF RETURN OF 15 PER CENT FOR THESE TWO GOVERNMENT

UTILITIES," THE SPOKESMAN ADDED.

THE SPOKESMAN SAID ON THE BASIS OF THIS APPROACH THERE WOULD
NOT NEED TO BE ANY INCREASE IN PASSENGER EMBARKATION FEES AND BERTHING

FEES - IN THE NEXT FIVE YEARS.

"THERE WOULD NEED TO BE A SINGLE TOLL INCREASE OF $1 FOR SHING
MUN AND TSEUNG KWAN O TUNNELS IN 1996/97, BUT THERE IS NO NEED FOR AN
INCREASE OF TOLLS FOR LION ROCK AND ABERDEEN TUNNELS 1IN THE SAME

PERIOD," HE ADDED.

WITH REGARD TO WATERWORKS, THE PROPOSED RATE OF RETURN IS SET
AT EIGHT PER CENT AS OPPOSED TO 12 PER .CENT AS DEMONSTRATED UNDER THE

CAP APPROACH.

THE SPOKESMAN POINTED OUT THAT THE RETURN RATE OF EIGHT PER
CENT FOR WATERWORKS WAS THE MINIMUM RETURN AN INVESTOR WOULD.GENERALLY
LOOK FOR FROM THE SAFEST POSSIBLE INVESTMENT AND WAS A REALISTIC . LONG

TERM TARGET.

THE PROPOSED INCREASE OF WATER CHARGES FOR 1985 IS 8.5 PER
CENT, WHICH MEANS LESS THAN $5 PER MONTH FOR AN AVERAGE FAMILY. THE
EFFECT ON THE CONSUMERS IS CONSIDERED TO BE MINIMAL.

AS REGARDS THE RATES OF RETURN FOR THE HONG KONG INTERNATIONAL
ATRPORT AND THE POST OFFICE, THE WORKING PARTY RECOMMENDED THAT THEY

SHOULD REMAIN UNCHANGED FOR THE TIME BEING AS THE AIRPORT WAS 1IN A
TRANSITIONAL POSITION WITH CHEK LAP KOK COMING IN AS ITS REPLACEMENT
ATIRPORT, AND POST OFFICE WAS MOVING ACTIVELY TO TRADING FUND STATUS.

IT IS ALSO RECOMMENDED THAT THE REVISED TARGET RATES OF RETURN
SHOULD BE REVIEWED EVERY FIVE YEARS IN ORDER TO TAKE ACCOUNT OF ANY
CHANGES 1IN POLICY, ACTUAL PERFORMANCE, ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES AND
INVESTMENT MARKET CONDITIONS.

THE SPOKESMAN REITERATED THAT THE RECOMMENDATIONS MADE BY THE
WORKING PARTY WERE RATIONAL AND REASONABLE.

"DUE CONSIDERATION HAS BEEN GIVEN TO PRESSURE ON INFLATION,
AFFORDABILITY OF CONSUMERS AND EXPECTATIONS OF THE COMMUNITY," HE

STRESSED.

ATTENTION NEWS EDITORS

A MEDIA SESSION ON THE SUBJECT WILL BE HELD AT- NOON TODAY
{(WEDNESDAY) AT THE GIS PRESS CONFERENCE ROOM, FIFTH FLOOR, BEACONSFIED
HOUSE, QUEEN’S ROAD CENTRAL, HONG KONG.

SPEAKING AT THE SESSION WILL BE THE DEPUTY SECRETARY FOR THE
TREASURY, MR MIKE ROWSE; AND PRINCIPAL ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR THE
TREASURY, MRS LESLEY WONG. :

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND.

+ o RO WS i S
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STI TO ATTEND SIXTH APEC MINISTERIAL MEETING
¥ ¥ X ¥ *

THE SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY, MR T H CHAU, LEFT FOR
JAKARTA TODAY (WEDNESDAY) TO REPRESENT HONG KONG AT THE SIXTH
MINISTERIAL MEETING OF THE ASIA-PACIFIC ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION (APEC)
TO BE HELD IN INDONESIA ON NOVEMBER 11 AND 12.

THE MEETING WILL REVIEW THE WORK OF APEC IN 1994, CONSIDER THE
RECOMMENDATIONS OF APEC SENIOR OFFICIALS, WHO ARE NOW MEETING IN
JAKARTA, AND CHART THE PROGRAMME AND DIRECTION FOR APEC’S ACTIVITIES
IN THE COMING YEARS.

THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF TRADE, MR TONY MILLER, IS HONG KONG’S
REPRESENTATIVE AT THE SENIOR OFFICIALS MEETING.

"THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVES OF APEC ARE TO PROMOTE REGIONAL
ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND TO FACILITATE TRADE AND INVESTMENT IN THE
REGION," MR CHAU SAID.

"APART FROM REVIEWING THE CURRENT WORK OF APEC TO THESE ENDS,
MINISTERS WILL ALSO DISCUSS THE PROPOSALS FOR ACHIEVING FREE TRADE IN
THE REGION PUT FORWARD BY THE EMINENT PERSONS GROUP AND THE PACIFIC
BUSINESS FORUM," HE ADDED.

MR CHAU WILL ALSO TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXCHANGE VIEWS WITH
MINISTERS FROM OTHER APEC ECONOMIES ON TRADE AND ECONOMIC ISSUES OF
CONCERN TO HONG KONG.

OTHER MEMBERS OF THE HONG KONG DELEGATION INCLUDE THE
GOVERNMENT ECONOMIST, MR K Y TANG; DEPUTY SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC
SERVICES, MR A R CLARK; AND DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF INDUSTRY, MR

DOMINIC LAW.

APEC IS AN INFORMAL FORUM FOR HIGH LEVEL GOVERNMENT-TO-
GOVERNMENT DIALOGUE ON TRADE AND ECONOMIC ISSUES, AND AT PRESENT
COMPRISES 17 MEMBERS.

BESIDES HONG KONG, OTHER MEMBERS ARE: AUSTRALIA, BRUNEI
DARUSSALAM, CANADA, CHINA, INDONESIA, JAPAN, KOREA, MALAYSIA, MEXICO,
NEW ZEALAND, PAPUA NEW GUINEA, THE PHILIPPINES, SINGAPORE, CHINESE
TAIPEI, THAILAND AND THE USA. CHILE WILL BECOME A MEMBER AT THE

MINISTERIAL MEETING.

e o St I

REGIONAL AIR TRAFFIC FLOW SYSTEM BEING DEVELOPED
X ¥ ¥ % x

HONG KONG IS IN CLOSE LIAISON WITH ALL NEIGHBOURING AUTHORITIES
TO DEVELOP AN INTEGRATED REGIONAL AIR TRAFFIC FLOW MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
TO REGULATE TRAFFIC THROUGHPUT TO ENSURE A SAFE AND EXPEDITIOUS FLOW
OF TRAFFIC INTO AND OUT OF THE HONG KONG INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT.

THIS WAS REVEALED BY THE DIRECTOR OF CIVIL AVIATION, MR PETER

LOK KUNG-NAM, WHEN ADDRESSING THE ASIA PACIFIC ’94 AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL
CONFERENCE THIS (WEDNESDAY) MORNING.

/SINCE THE
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SINCE THE AIRPORT HAS REACHED CAPACITY IN MOST HOURS OF THE
DAY, FROM 8.30 AM TO MIDNIGHT, THE CLOSING TIME, THE CONSEQUENCE OF
ANY TRAFFIC DISRUPTION COULD BE SERIOUS, MR LOK SAID.

"TO PREVENT THE SUBSEQUENT BACKLOG TRAFFIC FROM "OVERLOADING
THE SYSTEM, THROUGH EXCESSIVE BUNCHING WHICH WOULD HAVE DEFEATED THE
PURPOSE OF THE SCHEDULED CO-ORDINATION EFFORTS, A FLOW MANAGEMENT
SYSTEM IS BEING DEVELOPED."

HE SAID THIS WOULD ALSO MINIMISE WASTEFUL HOLDING OR EVEN
DIVERSIONS TO OTHER AIRPORTS.

AIR TRAFFIC IN THE ASTIA/PACIFIC REGION HAS INCREASED BY LEAPS
AND BOUNDS, MR LOK REMARKED, ADDING THAT THE INTERNATIONAL CIVIL
AVIATION ORGANISATION’S OCTOBER 1994 FORECASTS UP TO THE YEAR 2003
SHOW THAT THE REGION WILL EXPERIENCE THE HIGHEST GROWTH RATE.

ON THE OTHER HAND, THE INTERNATIONAL AIR TRANSPORT ASSOCIATION
PROJECTED THAT BY 2010, ASIA/PACIFIC TRAFFIC WILL ACCOUNT FOR 51 PER
CENT OF THE WORLD’S TOTAL.

"TRAFFIC IN HONG KONG HAS GROWN BY A FACTOR OF 2.5 IN THE PAST
DECADE. THE SAME HAPPENED IN THE PREVIOUS DECADE, SO IN TWO DECADES
TRAFFIC INCREASED SIXFOLD," HE SAID.

"BY THE END OF SEPTEMBER THIS YEAR, THE 12-MONTH RUNNING TOTAL
OF INTERNATIONAL PASSENGER TRAFFIC WAS 25.5 MILLION AND THE AMOUNT OF
ATR CARGO HANDLED WAS 1.2 MILLION TONNES.

"TO ACHIEVE THESE RESULTS, SOME 140,000 INTERNATIONAL FLIGHTS
OF AN AWKWARD MIX OF ABOUT 78 PER CENT HEAVIES AND 22 PER CENT MEDIUM
AND LIGHTS AIRCRAFT OPERATED INTO AND OUT OF KAI TAK, WHILE ABOUT
315,000 FLIGHTS TRANSITED HONG KONG AIRSPACE," MR LOK SAID.

SUCH SUBSTANTIAL PREDICTED GROWTH RATES IN THE REGION HAVE
ENCOURAGED LARGE INVESTMENTS IN AIRPORT PROJECTS. INCREASINGLY, NEW
AIRPORTS ARE BEING BUILT AND EXISTING AIRPORTS EXPANDED NOT ONLY TO
MEET INCREASING ORIGINATING AND TERMINATING TRAFFIC DEMANDS BUT ALSO
TO SERVE AS TRANSFER AND TRANSIT TRAFFIC HUBS.

MR LOK SAID TO EVOLVE THE AIRSPACE INFRASTRUCTURE AT A
COMPATIBLE SPEED MUST BE ENSURED, OTHERWISE THE BENEFITS OF HAVING
THESE NEW AIRPORTS BUILT MIGHT NOT BE REALISED.

TO SUPPORT THE ANTICIPATED GROWTH OF AIR TRAFFIC WELL INTO THE
NEXT CENTURY, MR LOK SAID HONG KONG WAS DETERMINED TO INVEST IN THE
AIR TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT INFRASTRUCTURE.

HE CALLED ON THE AVIATION AND AIRPORT AUTHORITIES, THE AIRLINE
INDUSTRY AND EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURERS TO WORK TOGETHER TO RISE TO THE
MANY CHALLENGES AHEAD.

iy [ S R b L,
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1995 LEGCO ELECTIONS NEW REGULATION
FOR REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS
- £ R S TR

THE BOUNDARY AND ELECTION COMMISSION (BEC) HAS MADE A NEW
REGULATION FOR THE REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS IN FUNCTIONAL
CONSTITUENCIES (FCS) AND THE ELECTION COMMITTEE CONSTITUENCY (ECC) FOR
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL (LEGCO) ELECTIONS IN SEPTEMBER NEXT YEAR.

THE REGULATION IS THE BOUNDARY AND ELECTION COMMISSION
(REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS) (FUNCTIONAL CONSTITUENCIES AND ELECTION
COMMITTEE CONSTITUENCY) REGULATION.

THE BEC HAS ALSO AMENDED ITS EXISTING REGULATION FOR THE
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS IN GEOGRAPHICAL CONSTITUENCIES. THESE
AMENDMENTS ARE CONTAINED 1IN THE BOUNDARY AND ELECTION COMMISSION
(REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS) (GEOGRAPHICAL CONSTITUENCIES) (AMENDMENT)
(NO.2) REGULATION.

BOTH REGULATIONS WILL BE GAZETTED ON FRIDAY (NOVEMBER 11).

THE NEW LEGCO NEXT YEAR WILL BE MADE UP OF 60 SEATS; 20 ELECTED
FROM GEOGRAPHICAL CONSTITUENCIES, 30 FROM FCS AND 10 FROM ECC.

IN ADDITION TO THE EXISTING 21 FC SEATS, THERE WILL BE NINE NEW
FC SEATS WITH THE FRANCHISE WHICH COVERS ALL 2.7 MILLION WORKING
PERSONS ENGAGED IN ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES IN HONG KONG FOR REMUNERATION
WHO ARE ELIGIBLE TO BE REGISTERED AS VOTERS IN THE GEOGRAPHICAL
CONSTITUENCY ELECTIONS.

SPEAKING AT A PRESS CONFERENCE TODAY (WEDNESDAY), THE BEC
CHAIRMAN, MR JUSTICE WOO KWOK-HING, SAID EVERY WORKING PERSON WOULD BE
ENTITLED TO TWO VOTES AT NEXT YEAR'S LEGCO ELECTIONS: ONE FOR
GEOGRAPHICAL CONSTITUENCY AND THE OTHER FOR FUNCTIONAL CONSTITUENCY.

A MAJOR VOTER REGISTRATION CAMPAIGN WILL BE LAUNCHED FROM
JANUARY TO MAY IN 1995.

MR JUSTICE WOO SAID A SIMPLE PROCEDURE WOULD BE INTRODUCED FOR
THE REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS IN THE NINE NEW FCS.

THE EXERCISE WILL START WITH THE REGISTRATION OFFICER WRITING
TO EMPLOYERS FOR INFORMATION ON THEIR MAIN LINE OF BUSINESS AND ON THE
NAMES AND IDENTITY CARD NUMBERS OF THEIR EMPLOYEES AS OF A CERTAIN
DATE.

EACH ELIGIBLE EMPLOYEE WHO 1S ALREADY REGISTERED ON THE GENERAL
ELECTORAL ROLL (GER) WILL RECEIVE A NOTIFICATION WHICH ADVISES HIM OF
THE NEW FUNCTIONAL CONSTITUENCY IN WHICH HE WOULD BE REGISTERED. IF
HE HAS NO OBJECTION, THERE IS NO NEED FOR HIM TO DO ANYTHING FURTHER
AND HE WILL BE REGISTERED ACCORDINGLY.

HE CAN, OF COURSE, CHOOSE NOT TO BE REGISTERED AS A FC ELECTOR.
THERE ARE ALSO PROVISIONS TO ALLOW A WORKING PERSON TO DECLARE
ANY CHANGE IN HIS CIRCUMSTANCES, FOR EXAMPLE, CHANGE OF EMPLOYER, OR

TO MAKE A CHOICE OF HIS FC BY COMPLETING A NEW APPLICATION FORM IF HE
IS ELIGIBLE FOR REGISTRATION IN MORE THAN ONE FC.

/THE DETERMINATION .
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"THE DETERMINATION OF THE APPROPRIATE NEW FC 1IN WHICH TO
REGISTER A WORKING PERSON WILL BE BASED ON THE MAIN LINE OF BUSINESS
OF HIS EMPLOYER. THE PERSON’S POST OR OCCUPATION IN THE WORK
ORGANISATION IS NOT THE DETERMINING FACTOR."

A WORKING PERSON WHO IS ALREADY REGISTERED IN ONE OF THE
EXISTING FCS CAN CHOOSE TO SWITCH TO "AN APPROPRIATE NEW FC. IF HE
DOES NOT MAKE SUCH A CHOICE, HE WILL REMAIN IN HIS EXISTING FC.

WORKING PERSONS WHO ARE ELIGIBLE TO REGISTER IN A NEW FC BUT
HAVE NOT YET REGISTERED IN THE GER CAN APPLY TO THE REGISTRATION
OFFICER FOR REGISTRATION IN BOTH THE GER AND A NEW FC.

SELF-EMPLOYED AND OTHER ELIGIBLE PERSONS CAN BECOME ELECTORS IN
A NEW FC APPROPRIATE TO THEIR MAIN LINE OF BUSINESS BY MAKING AN
APPLICATION TO REGISTRATION OFFICER.

MR JUSTICE WOO STRESSED THAT ALL INFORMATION COLLECTED DURING
VOTER REGISTRATION WOULD BE USED STRICTLY FOR REGISTRATION AND
ELECTION PURPOSES.

THE NEW REGULATION PROVIDES SAFEGUARD AGAINST MISUSE OF SUCH
INFORMATION WHICH WILL BE AN OFFENCE PUNISHABLE WITH A FINE OF §5,000
AND IMPRISONMENT OF SIX MONTHS.

HE SAID THE BEC HAD ALSO TAKEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO INTRODUCE
CHANGES TO RATIONALISE THE VOTER REGISTRATION SYSTEM AND TO IMPROVE
THE ACCURACY OF THE ELECTORAL ROLL.

IN FUTURE, THERE WOULD BE ONE CUT-OFF DATE, THAT IS JUNE 1, FOR
THE REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS. ANY APPLICATION RECEIVED AFTER JUNE 1
WOULD BE ROLLED OVER FOR PROCESSING IN THE FOLLOWING YEAR.

UNDER THIS ARRANGEMENT, THE PROVISIONAL REGISTER TO BE
PUBLISHED BEFORE JUNE 22 EACH YEAR FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION WILL COVER
ALL ENTRIES OF REGISTRATION.

IN THIS WAY, ALL APPLICATIONS FOR REGISTRATION AS ELECTORS 1IN
THE YEAR CAN BE FULLY EXAMINED BY THE PUBLIC THROUGH THE PROVISIONAL
REGISTER, AND EVERYONE CONCERNED WOULD HAVE A REASONABLE OPPORTUNITY
TO MAKE CORRECTIONS BEFORE THE REGISTER IS FINALISED.

"THIS WOULD IMPROVE THE ACCURACY OF THE ELECTORAL ROLL," MR
JUSTICE WOO SAID.

ELECTORAL PROCEDURES FOR THE LEGCO FC AND ECC ELECTIONS WILL BE
PROVIDED FOR BY A SEPARATE REGULATION TO BE MADE BY THE BEC IN THE
FIRST HALF OF NEXT YEAR. :

T RS
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MAXIMUM LIMIT OF ELECTION EXPENSES INCREASED
X X X X x

THE GOVERNMENT TODAY (WEDNESDAY) ANNOUNCED THAT THE MAXIMUM
LIMIT OF ELECTION EXPENSES FOR THE MARCH 1995 MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
ELECTIONS WOULD BE INCREASED FROM $70,000 TO $100,000, AND A FURTHER
$20,000 WOULD ALSO BE PRESCRIBED FOR THE REPLACEMENT OF DAMAGED OR
STOLEN PUBLICITY MATERIALS.

DETAILS OF THE INCREASE ARE SET OUT IN THE MAXIMUM SCALE OF
ELECTION EXPENSES (MUNICIPAL COUNCILS) ORDER 1994 UNDER THE CORRUPT
AND ILLEGAL PRACTICES ORDINANCE. THE ORDER WILL BE GAZETTED ON FRIDAY
(NOVEMBER 11).

"IN SETTING THE ELECTION EXPENSES LIMITS, OUR BASIC PRINCIPLE
HAS ALWAYS BEEN THAT THE LIMITS MUST NOT BE SO LOW AS TO HAMPER
CANDIDATES FROM MOUNTING EFFECTIVE CAMPAIGNS, NOR SO HIGH AS TO DETER
THOSE WHO ARE FINANCIALLY LESS WELL-OFF FROM RUNNING ELECTIONS," A
GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SAID.

THE CURRENT $70,000 ELECTION EXPENSES LIMIT FOR MUNICIPAL
COUNCIL ELECTIONS WAS SET IN 1980. [T WAS BASED ON VARIOUS BASIC
EXPENDITURE ITEMS SUCH AS PRINTING OF PUBLICITY MATERIALS, PRODUCTION
OF BANNERS, PLACARDS AND POSTERS THAT WERE COMMONLY EMPLOYED BY
CANDIDATES IN THEIR ELECTIONEERING ACTIVITIES.

"SINCE THEN, THE COSTS FOR THESE EXPENDITURE ITEMS HAVE GONE UP
SUBSTANTIALLY OWING TO INFLATION BY ABOUT 40 PER CENT. ADDITIONALLY,
CANVASSING ACTIVITIES HAVE BECOME MORE SOPHISTICATED OVER THE YEARS.
WE BELIEVE THEREFORE THAT THE ELECTION EXPENSES LIMIT FOR THE 1995
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS SHOULD BE ADJUSTED TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT
BOTH THE INFLATIONARY EFFECTS AND THE INCREASE IN THE VARIETY OF
EXPENDITURE ITEMS," THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

THE ORDER ALSO PROVIDES THAT STARTING FROM THE MARCH 19956
MUNICIPAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS, CANDIDATES 1IN ALL FUTURE ELECTIONS
SHOULD, ON TOP OF THE LEGALLY PRESCRIBED ELECTION EXPENSES LIMIT, BE
ALLOWED TO SPEND UP TO A FURTHER SPECIFIED AMOUNT FOR THE REPLACEMENT
OF DAMAGED OR STOLEN PUBLICITY MATERIALS.

TO PREVENT ABUSE, THE BOUNDARY AND ELECTION COMMISSION WILL
SUITABLY REVISE THE STATUTORY FORM RELATING TO THE RETURN AND
DECLARATION ON ELECTION EXPENSES TO REQUIRE CANDIDATES TO PROVIDE
INFORMATION TO. ACCOUNT FOR ANY EXPENDITURE UNDER THE ADDITIONAL
CEILING, THE SPOKESMAN ADDED.
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NEW MEASURES TO STREAMLINE ADMINISTERING OF LOCAL VESSELS
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THE MARINE DEPARTMENT WILL FROM JANUARY 1, 1995 IMPLEMENT A
NUMBER OF NEW MEASURES TO STREAMLINE THE ADMINISTERING OF LOCAL
VESSELS AND TO FURTHER IMPROVE MARINE SAFETY, A MARINE DEPARTMENT
SPOKESMAN SAID TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

TO GIVE LEGAL BACKING TO THESE CHANGES, AMENDMENTS TO CURRENT
SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION UNDER THE SHIPPING AND PORT CONTROL ORDINANCE
AND THE MERCHANT SHIPPING ORDINANCE ARE BEING INTRODUCED.
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ONE OF THE NEW MEASURES IS THE INTRODUCTION OF A LICENCE DISC
SYSTEM FOR LOCAL VESSELS. THE OWNER OF ANY LAUNCH OR FERRY VESSEL
WILL HAVE THE OPTION TO PURCHASE A LICENCE DISC FOR DISPLAYING ON THE
VESSEL INSTEAD OF HAVING TO CARRY A LICENCE BOOK ON THE VESSEL.

"THIS WILL REMOVE THE UNNECESSARY BURDEN FOR VESSEL OPERATORS
TO CARRY A LICENCE BOOK ON BOARD WHILE NOT REDUCING THE EFFECTIVENESS
OF CONTROL," THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

OTHER MEASURES INCLUDES THE ABOLITION OF THE PLYING LIMITS, THE
OUTDATED PROVISIONS RELATING TO PORT CLEARANCE PROCEDURES FOR LOCAL
AND RIVER TRADE VESSELS AND THE PLYING PERMITS FOR LAUNCHES.

AMENDMENTS ARE ALSO BEING MADE TO THE SHIPPING AND PORT CONTROL
ORDINANCE TO EMPOWER THE DIRECTOR OF MARINE TO DELEGATE HIS POWERS FOR
THE EXEMPTION OF PORT FORMALITY PROCEDURES.

"THESE CHANGES WILL ENABLE MORE EFFICIENT USE OF THE HARBOUR
AND FACILITATE MOVEMENT OF VESSELS WHICH REGULARLY LEAVE AND RE-ENTER
HONG KONG WATERS.

"0 FURTHER ENHANCE MARINE SAFETY, IT WILL BE A STATUTORY
REQUIREMENT, STARTING FROM JANUARY 1, 1996, FOR FERRY VESSELS PLYING
ON CERTAIN ROUTES SUCH AS OPERATING OUTSIDE THE HARBOUR LIMIT TO BE
FITTED WITH AN APPROVED TYPE OF RADAR AND TO HAVE A TRAINED RADAR
OPERATOR ON BOARD," THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

TO FORMALISE EXISTING PROCEDURES FOR THE USE OF OUTBOARD
PETROL ENGINE BY OPEN SAMPANS, A LICENSING SYSTEM FOR THIS TYPE OF
MARINE CRAFT WOULD BE SET UP, THE SPOKESMAN SALD.

THESE NEW MEASURES ARE STIPULATED IN:

£ SHIPPING AND PORT CONTROL ORDINANCE (AMENDMENT OF SCHEDULE)
ORDER 1994;

SHIPPING AND PORT CONTROL ORDINANCE (EXEMPTION) (REPEAL)
(NO.2) NOTICE 1994;

MERCHANT SHIPPING (LAUNCHES AND FERRY VESSELS) ( AMENDMENT )
REGULATION 1994;

MERCHANT SHIPPING (FEES) (AMENDMENT) (NO.3) REGULATION
1994

MERCHANT SHIPPING (MISCELLANEOUS CRAFT) ( AMENDMENT )
REGULATION 1994;

SHIPPING AND PORT CONTROL ORDINANCE (EXEMPTION) (1984-89)
(CONSOLIDATION) (AMENDMENT ) NOTICE 1994;

SHIPPING AND PORT CONTROL ORDINANCE (EXEMPTION) NOTICE 1994;
AND

SHIPPING AND PORT CONTROL ORDINANCE (EXEMPTION) (REPEAL)
NOTICE 1994,

/THESE ORDER
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THESE ORDER, NOTICES AND REGULATIONS WILL BE GAZETTED ON FRIDAY
(NOVEMBER 11).

THEY WILL COME INTO EFFECT ON JANUARY 1 NEXT YEAR EXCEPT THE
RADAR REQUIREMENT WHICH WILL COME INTO EFFECT ON JANUARY 1, 1996.
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FIRE SERVICES TO MEET CHALLENGES AHEAD
¥ ¥ %X % x

HONG KONG HAS ONE OF THE MOST REPUTABLE FIRE SERVICES TEAMS IN
THE WORLD, OPERATING AT A COST WHICH IS CONSIDERED "THE LOWEST", THE
DIRECTOR OF FIRE SERVICES, MR LAM CHEK-YUEN, SAID.

"IN 1992/93, EACH HONG KONG PEOPLE PAID $182, AND IN 1993/94,
ONLY $198 FOR THE SERVICE, COMPARED WITH $1 y276 IN TOKYO, $1,352 1IN
SAN FRANCISCO AND $783 IN TORONTO," HE POINTED OUT.

"THE SERVICE WE PROVIDE IS GOOD VALUE FOR MONEY," HE ADDED.

MR LAM WAS DELIVERING A TALK ON "THE DEVELOPMENTS OF THE FIRE
SERVICFES AND ITS PLANS TO MEET THE DEMANDS AND CHALLENGES AHEAD" AT A
LUNCHEON MEETING OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF KOWLOON WEST TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

TO COPE WITH THE RAPID DEVELOPMENT LOCALLY, HE SALD SEVEN NEW
FIRE STATIONS WERE BEING BUILT OR PLANNED IN THE NEXT FEW YEARS AT
CAUSEWAY BAY, VICTORIA ROAD, TUNG CHUNG, CHEK LAP KOK, SHUM TSENG, SO
KWUN WAT AND TSEUNG KWAN O,

IN ADDITION, A NEW FIREBOAT FIRE STATION WAS BEING PLANNED FOR
TUEN MUN "TO MEET THE DEMAND OF THE EXPANDING RIVER TRADER NEAR THE
PEARL RIVER ESTUARY BECAUSE OF THE INCREASING ECONOMIC LINK BETWEEN
CHINA AND HONG KONG, MR LAM SAID.

ON FIRE PROTECTION, HE SAID LEGISLATION SUCH AS THE BEDSPACE
APARTMENTS ORDINANCE AND RESIDENTIAL CARE HOMES (ELDERLY PERSONS) BILL
HAD BEEN ENACTED FOR PUBLIC SAFETY HEASONS, REQUIRING SUCH PREMISES TO
INSTALL BETTER PREVENTION AND FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT .

REFERRING TO THE CATASTROPHIC BANK FIRE AT SHEK KIP MEI EARLY
THIS YEAR WHICH RESULTED IN A HIGH DEATH TOLL, HE SALD THE GOVERNMENT
WAS CONSIDERING THE INVESTIGATION TEAM’S RECOMMENDATION TO REQUIRE ALL
COMMERCIAL PREMISES LARGER THAN 230 SQUARE METRES THAT ARE OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC, TO PROVIDE FIRE SPRINKLER SYSTEMS AND BETTER MEANS OF ESCAPE.

MR LAM WENT ON TO SAY THAT WHEN THE HOSPITAL AUTHORITY TOOK
OVER THE NON-EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE IN THE NEW TERRITORIES NEXT
YEAR, THE FIRE SERVICES WOULD BE ABLE TO CONCENTRATE ON UPGRADING THE
EMERGENCY AMBULANCE SERVICE BOTH IN TERMS OF QUALITY AND EFFICIENCY '
AND IN DEVELOPING THE PARAMEDIC AMBULANCE SERVICE.

ALTHOUGH THE YEAR SAW A HIGH NUMBER OF TRAGIC ACCIDENTS CAUSED
BY HEAVY RAIN, LANDSLIDES, BUILDINGS COLLAPSING AND PLANE CRASH WHICH
HAD BROUGHT ADDITIONAL PRESSURE TO THE WORK OF THE SERVICE, MR LAM
ASSURED THE PUBLIC THAT THE TOUGH TRAINING HIS MEMBERS RECEIVED HAD
MADE THEM WELL PREPARED TO ACHIEVE THE BEST.




WEDNESDA' NOVEMBER 9, 1 894

ON BUILDINGS FIRE CALLS, HE SAID 90.17 PER CENT OF THESE CALLS
WERE RESPONDED WITHIN THE SIX-MINUTE STANDARD RESPONSE TIME, AGAINST
THE TARGET OF 90 PER CENT SET FOR THIS YEAR.

IN ADDITION TO INTRODUCING THE "TRUNKED" RADIO SYSTEM TO
PREVENT INTERFERENCE FROM AFFECTING THE MOBILISATION EFFICIENCY, THE
DEPARTMENT [S ALSO EXAMINING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF "INCIDENTS
RESOURCES CONTROL SYSTEM" (OR "BAR CODE SYSTEM") TO RECORD SPEEDILY
AND EFFECTIVELY THE RESOURCES AVAILABLE AT THE FIRE GROUND OR SITE OF
OTHER CALAMITIES.

EXTERNALLY, THE HONG KONG FIRE SERVICES HAS ESTABLISHED A CLOSE
LINK WITH ITS CHINESE COUNTERPARTS .

"FOR THE PAST EIGHT YEARS, OFFICERS OF 16 FIRE BRIGADES FROM
DIFFERENT PROVINCES AND CITIES VISITED THE DEPARTMENT, AND IN RETURN,
WE HAVE SENT OFF FIVE DELEGATIONS TO DIFFERENT PARTS OF CHINA TO
EXCHANGE EXPERIENCES," MR LAM SAID.

MR LAM SAID: "THE FIRE SERVICES DEPARTMENT WILL CONTINUE TO
KEEP UP WITH CHANGES AND KEEP PACE WITH DEVELOPMENTS IN THE COMMUNITY
BEFORE AND BEYOND 1997, EXERTING OURSELVES TO PROVIDE RELIABLE AND
HIGH CALIBRE FIRE SERVICES."
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PRINCE OF WALES VISITS WAH KWAI ESTATE
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HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS THE PRINCE OF WALES, TODAY (WEDNESDAY )
VISITED ABERDEEN TO LOOK AT LIFE IN A PUBLIC HOUSING ESTATE.

ACCOMPANIED BY THE GOVERNOR, THE RT HON CHRISTOPHER PATTEN, THE
PRINCE WAS MET ON ARRIVAL AT WAH KWAI ESTATE BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE
HOUSING AUTHORITY, MS ROSANNA WONG, AND THE DIRECTOR OF HOUSING, MR
FUNG TUNG. THE PARTY FIRST CALLED ON TWO FAMILIES LIVING IN WAH SIN
HOUSE.

THE PRINCE LEARNT THAT ONE FAMILY WAS REHOUSED TO THE 36.5-
SQUARE-METRE FLAT UPON CLEARANCE OF TAI SHUI HANG VILLAGE 1IN LATE 1980
WHILE ANOTHER LARGER FAMILY WAS ALLOCATED A 43.8- SQUARE-METRE FLAT
BEFORE REDEVELOPMENT OF THE FORMER TIN WAN ESTATE IN EARLY 1991.

BUILT ON THE RECLAIMED KELLETT BAY, WAH KWAI ESTATE COMPRISES
FIVE TRIDENT 1V BLOCKS PROVIDING ACCOMMODATION KFOR 13,800 PEOPLE _IN
3,400 SELF-CONTAINED UNITS.

FACILITIES PROVIDED INCLUDE A SHELTERED WORKSHOP, AN ELDERLY
CENTRE, A HOSTEL FOR THE MENTALLY HANDICAPPED, A CHILDREN/YOUTH
CENTRE, A COMMUNITY CENTRE AND A SHOPPING CENTRE WITH ALL KINDS OF
TRADES SATISFYING THE DAILY NEEDS OF RESIDENTS.

THE PRINCE THEN TOURED THE FONG WONG WUN TEI ELDERLY CENTRE TO
MEET MEMBERS OF THE ABERDEEN KAIFONG WELFARE ASSOCIATION AND ELDERLY
PEOPLE CALLING AT THE CENTRE.

/HE ALSO .
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HE ALSO STOPPED OFF AT THE TUNG WAH GROUP OF HOSPITALS’ MOK LAW
SUI WAH MEMORIAL SHELTERED WORKSHOP TO LOOK AT SERVICES AND JOB
OPPORTUNITIES PROVIDED FOR MENTALLY HANDICAPPED PEOPLE.

ON THE LAST DAY OF HIS FIVE-DAY VISIT TO HONG KONG, THE PRINCE
TOURED ROUND A FOUNTAIN GARDEN AT THE NEARBY KA LUNG COURT TO SEE THE
BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPE AND THE ELEGANT SEA VIEW O} THE EAST LAMMA
CHANNEL.

NEW RADAR TO GET MORE ACCURATE WEATHER DATA
gy '3

THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY HAS INSTALLED A NEW DOPPLER WEATHER KADAR
TO COLLECT MORE ACCURATE DATA FOR WEATHER FORECASTING.

THE RADAR WILL REPLACE THE EXISTING 11-YEAR-OLD DIGITAL RADAR
TO GET INFORMATION ON WIND STRENGTHS OF TROPICAL CYCLONES AND TO
MONITOR THEIR MOVEMENT.

THE DATA WILL BE PASSED TO HE GUANGZHOU REGIONAL
METEOROLOGICAL CENTRE AND THE MACAU METEOROLOGICAL AND GEOPHYS1CAL
SERVICE AS PART OF THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY'S CO-OPERATIVE PROJECT WITH
THEM TO MONITOR HAZARDOUS WEATHER IN THE PEARL RIVER DELTA REGION.

A CEREMONY WILL BE HELD TO DECLARE ITS OPENING AT 4.30 PM ON
FRIDAY (NOVEMBER 11) AT THE TATE'S CA1RN RADAR STATION.

THE SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES, MR GORDON SIU, AND THE
DIRECTOR OF ROYAlL. OBSERVATORY, MR PATRICK SHAM, WILL OFFLCIATE AT THE
CEREMONY .

ATTENTION NEWS EDITORS:

YOUR REPRESENTATIVES ARE INVITED TO COVER THE OPENING CEREMONY
OF THE NEW RADAR AT 4.30 PM ON FRIDAY (NOVEMBER 11) AT THE TATE’S
CAIRN RADAR STATION.

TRANSPORT WILL BE PROVIDED FOR THE MEDIA. THEY SHOULD ASSEMBLE
AT THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT OFFICES CAR PARK, LOWER ALBERT ROAD, HONG
KONG BY 3 PM.

et P (I e i
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PLEASURABLE AND EFFECTIVE LEARNING
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THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION, MR DOMINIC S W WONG, WILL OFFICIATE
AT A PRESENTATION CEREMONY OF A BOOKLET ENTITLED "A GOOD START TO
PLEASURABLE AND. EFFECTIVE LEARNING" TOMORROW (THURSDAY) .

THE BOOKLET, PRODUCED BY THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT’S CURRICULUM
DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE AND SPONSORED BY THE HONG KONG BUDDHIST
ASSOCIATION, 1S AIMED AT PROVIDING GUIDANCE TO PARENTS ON CHOOSING THE
RIGHT TYPE OF PRIMARY SCHOOLS FOR THEIR CHILDREN ACCORDING TO THEIR
NEEDS AND ABILITIES.

THE BOOKLET, WRITTEN IN A LIGHT-HEARTED WAY, CONTAINS LIVELY
CARTOONS AND CONCISE DESCRIPTIONS. PARENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN SHOULD
BE BENEFITED FROM THE ADVICE PUT FORWARD IN THE BOOKLET .

ATTENTION NEWS EDITORS:

THE DIRECTOR OF EDUCATION, MR DOMINIC S8 W WONG WILL OFFICIATE
AT A PRESENTATION CEREMONY OF THE BOOKLET "A GOOD START TO PLEASURABLE
AND EFFECTIVE LEARNING" AT REGAL HONG KONG HOTEL, YEE WO STREET,
CAUSEWAY BAY AT 3 PM TOMORROW (THURSDAY) .

YOUR REPRESENTATIVES ARE INVITED TO COVER THE EVENT.

BT, v P

DUTIABLE COMMODITIES CUSTOMER LIAISON GROUP
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AS PART OF THE GOVERNMENT’S "GERVING THE COMMUNITY SCHEME" ,
THE DUTIABLE COMMODITIES CUSTOMER LIAISON GROUP OF THE CUSTOMS AND
EXCISE DEPARTMENT WAS FORMED AND MET FOR THE FIRST TIME TODAY
(WEDNESDAY ) .

IN HIS OPENING SPEECH DELIVERED AT THE INAUGURAL MEETING, THE
COMMISSIONER OF CUSTOMS AND EXCISE, MR DON WATSON, STRESSED THE
IMPORTANCE OF ESTABLISHING A REGULAR FORUM FOR SENIOR STAFF OF THE
DEPARTMENT TO MEET FACE TO FACE WITH THOSE CUSTOMERS WHO HAD
FIRST-HAND EXPERIENCE OF THE SERVICES.

"AS A FOLLOW UP TO THE.PLEDGES WE’VE MADE 1IN IMPROVING THE
QUALITY OF OUR SERVICE, IT IS CONSIDERED ESSENTIAL TO ASCERTAIN THE
NEEDS OF OUR CUSTOMERS. AS A MEMBER OF THE GROUP, YOUR CONTRIBUTION
AND SUGGESTIONS WILL HELP US KNOW YOUR NEED BETTER AND SERVE YOU
BETTER," HE SAID.

IN THE PERFORMANCE PLEDGES PUBLISHED IN SEPTEMBER LAST YEAR,
THE CUSTOMS AND EXCISE DEPARTMENT HAS PLEDGED THAT APPLICATIONS FOR
IMPORT AND EXPORT LICENCE FOR DUTIABLE COMMODITIES CAN BE PROCESSED
WITHIN 14 WORKING DAYS WHILE PERMITS FOR DUTIABLE COMMODITIES CAN BE
ISSUED WITHIN TWO WORKING DAYS .

/REQUESTS FOR
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REQUESTS FOR CUSTOMS ATTENDANCE CAN BE MET WITHIN THREE
WORKING DAYS.

THE GROUP 1S CHAIRED BY THE ASSISTANT COMMISSIQNER
(HEADQUARTERS), MR TONG HIN-YEUNG. ITS MEMBERS ARE CHOSEQ rPROM
CUSTOMERS WHO MAKE REGULAR USE OF THE SERVICE AND THEY WILL MEET AT

QUARTERLY INTERVALS.

1994 KHUD RACE
£ X % %

THIS YEAR’S KHUD RACE WILL TAKE PLACE ON FRIDAY (NOVEMBER 11).
THE EVENT, ONE OF THE TOUGHEST COMPETITIONS IN. THE MILITARY CALENDAR
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD, IS A 1.6-KILOMETRE RACE STRAIGHT UP AND DOWN A
390-METRE HIGH NEW TERRITORIES MOUNTAIN - NAMELESS HILL.

WELL OVER 100 RUNNERS FROM MAJOR AND MINOR UNITS - BOTH GURKHA
AND BRITISH SOLDIERS - WILL TAKE PART IN THIS SPECTACULAR RACE WHICH
TAKES T1TS ROOTS AND ITS NAME FROM THE DAYS WHEN GURKHA REGIMENTS OF
THE INDIAN ARMY WERE STATIONED ON THE NORTHWEST FRONTIER OF INDIA.

THEN, SMALL GROUPS OF SOLDIERS WERE NEEDED TO RACE TO
MOUNTAIN PEAKS TO SECURE SAFE.ADVANCE OF THE ARMY COLUMN.

OVER THE DECADES, IT DEVELOPED INTO A SPORT AND THE TRADITION
OF THE RACE CONTINUED WHEN THE GURKHA BRIGADE MOVED TO HONG KONG OVER
40 YEARS AGO.

NOTE TO EDITORS:

YOU ARE INVITED TO COVER THE RACE WHICH BEGINS AT 9 AM ON
FRIDAY. THE RUNNERS WILL RECEIVE A BRIEFING ON THE START LINE AT 8.50
AM. 2

. FOURTEEN PLACES ON A ROYAL AIR FORCE HELICOPTER LEAVING FROM
RAF SEK KONG WILL BE AVAILABLE TO MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES ON A FIRST-
COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS. TRANSPORT TO SEK KONG FROM THE PRINCE OF
WALES BARRACKS WILL LEAVE AT 6.30 AM PROMPT. MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES
WISHING TO TRAVEL BY HELICOPTER SHOULD RESERVE THEIR PLACE BY CALLING
588 3313 NO LATER THAN 4 PM TODAY (WEDNESDAY).

MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES WISHING TO MAKE THEIR OWN WAY TO THE
VENUE ARE REQUESTED TO ARRIVE AT THE LOWER FOOTBALL FIELD, TAM MI
CAMP, BETWEEN 7.30 AM AND 8 AM FROM WHERE SHUTTLE VEHICLES WILL
TRANSPORT THEM TO THE START POINT.
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JOINT EFFORTS TO STRENGTHEN FAMILY TIES
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FAMILY PROBLEMS IN HONG KONG HAVE GROWN OVER THE LAST DECADE,
BUT IT IS FACING UP TO THIS SITUATION, MRS PATTEN SAID TODAY

(WEDNESDAY) .

ADDRESSING THE 45TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE HONG KONG
FAMILY WELFARE SOCIETY, SHE SAID: "1T IS VITAL TO HELP FAMILIES STAY
TOGETHER IF POSSIBLE AND HELP ENRICH RELATIONSHIPS WITHIN THE FAMILY."

THE FAMILY IS THE BASIC UNIT OF SOCIETY WHICH IS FUNDAMENTAL TO
THE STABILITY OF SOCIETY, SHE SAID.

"THE GOVERNMENT’S POLICY IS TO PRESERVE AND STRENGTHEN THE
FAMILY SO THAT IT CAN CONTINUE TO BE THE MAIN SOURCE OF SUPPORT TO THE
GROWTH AND WELL-BEING OF ITS MEMBERS.

"“INCREASINGLY, FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION HAS BEEN INTRODUCED TO
TEACH FAMILIES HOW TO COPE WITH MODERN PRESSURES AND HOW TO CARE FOR
EACH OTHER," SHE SAIlD.

THE HONG KONG FAMILY WELFARE SOCIETY IS ONE OF THE FOREMOST
VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS IN HONG KONG TO PROVIDE HELP AND SUPPORT TO
FAMILIES.

MRS PATTEN SAID SHE WAS PLEASED THAT THE GOVERNMENT AND THE
VOLUNTARY SECTOR INVOLVED IN FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION WOULD BE FOCUSING

THE SERVICE ON ISSUES SUCH AS PREPARATION FOR MARRIAGE AND PARENTHOOD
AND ENHANCEMENT OF MARRIAGE AND PARENTING.

i~
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TWO LOTS TO LET
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THE LANDS DEPARTMENT IS INVITING TENDERS EOR SHORT-TERM
TENANCIES OF TWO LOTS OF GOVERNMENT LAND IN .KOWLOON AND THE NEW
TERRITORIES.

L ]
THE FIRST LOT, LOCATED IN JORDAN VALLEY NORTH ROAD, KOWLOON,
HAS AN AREA OF ABOUT 4,475 SQUARE METRES. THE LOT IS TO BE USED FOR
PARKING OF VEHICLES.

THE TENANCY IS FOR ONE YEAR, RENEWABLE QUARTERLY.

COVERING AN AREA OF ABOUT 2,310 SQUARE METRES, THE SECOND LOT
IS LOCATED AT THE JUNCTION OF ON MUK STREET AND ON MING STREET, AREA
11, SHA TIN NEW TOWN, NEW TERRITORIES, AND IS TO BE USED FOR PARKING
OF THE TENANT’S MOTOR VEHICLES OR FOR USE AS A FEE-PAYING PUBLIC CAR

PARK.
THE TENANCY IS FOR THREE YEARS, RENEWABLE QUARTERLY .

CLOSTNG DATES FOR SUBMISSION OF TENDERS FOR BOTH LOTS IS NOON
ON NOVEMBER 25.

/TENDER FORMS




WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1994

TENDER FORMS, TENDER NOTICE AND CONDITIONS MAY BE OBTAINED
FROM THE DISTRICT LANDS OFFICE, SHA TIN; THE LANDS DEPARTMENT, 14TH
FLOOR, MURRAY BUILDING, GARDEN ROAD AND THE DISTRICT LANDS OFFICE
KOWLOON, 10TH FLOOR, YAU MA TEI CAR PARK BUILDING, 250 SHANGHAI
STREET, KOWLOON.

TENDER PLANS ARE ALSO AVAILABLE AT THESE OFFICES.

il Y i,

HONG KONG MONETARY AUTHORITY
MONEY MARKET OPERATIONS
¥ ¥k x % x
CUMULATIVE
TIME CHANGE
$ MILLION (HOURS) ($ MILLION)
OPENING BALANCE IN THE ACCOUNT
CLOSING BALANCE IN THE ACCOUNT 1000 +85
CHANGE ATTRIBUTABLE TO : 1100 +65
MONEY MARKET ACTIVITY 1200 +64
LAF TODAY 1500 +64

1600 +34

LAF RATE 3.00 BID/5.00 OFFER TWI 120.7 *-0.1% 9.11.94

HONG KONG MONETARY AUTHORITY

EF BILLS EF NOTES/HONG KONG GOVERNMENT BONDS

TERMS YIELD TERM ISSUE COUPON PRICE YIELD

WEEK 3.81 19 MONTHS 2605 99.84
MONTH . 22 MONTHS 2608 L 95.22
MONTHS 30 MONTHS 3704
MONTHS 33 MONTHS 3710

12 MONTHS 6.04 59 MONTHS 5809

TOTAL TURNOVER OF BILLS AND BONDS - 35,701 MN

CLOSED 9 NOVEMBER 1994
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SEM ON OLD AGE PENSION SCHEME
¥ £ X % X

FOLLOWING IS THE SPEECH BY MR MICHAEL LEUNG, THE SECRETARY FOR
EDUCATION AND MANPOWER, IN THE MOTION DEBATE ON OLD AGE PENSION SCHEME
AT THE LEGCO SITTING TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

MR PRESIDENT,

I SHOULD LIKE FIRST OF ALL TO BEGIN BY THANKING ALL THE 29
MEMBERS WHO HAVE SPOKEN IN THE DEBATE THIS AFTERNOON. GOVERNMENT
ATTACHES GREAT IMPORTANCE TO YOUR VIEWS. THE POINTS YOU HAVE MADE
WILL BE CONSIDERED VERY CAREFULLY AS WE ASSESS THE MORE THAN SIX
THOUSAND WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS THAT HAVE BEEN RECEIVED IN RESPONSE TO
THE CONSULTATION PAPER OVER THE PAST THREE AND A HALF MONTHS.

THE SHEER VOLUME OF THESE SUBMISSIONS INDICATES THE IMPORTANCE
WITH WHICH ALL SECTORS OF THE COMMUNITY VIEW THE PROPOSED OLD AGE
PENSION SCHEME. OLD AGE AFFECTS US ALL EVENTUALLY, SO IT I8 NOT
SURPRISING THAT SO MANY MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY HAVE TAKEN THE
TROUBLE TO COMMENT ON OUR PROPOSALS. LET ME ASSURE THIS COUNCIL THAT
THESE SUBMISSIONS WILL BE CONSIDERED WITH GREAT CARE AND WITH AN OPEN
MIND. WE HAVE PLEDGED IN THIS COUNCIL THAT GOVERNMENT WOULD IMPLEMENT
THE SCHEME SUBJECT TO, AMONG OTHER THINGS, ENDORSEMENT BY THE
COMMUNITY OF OUR PROPOSALS. WE SHALL HONOUR THIS PLEDGE.

THE ASSESSMENT AND ANALYSIS OF THESE SUBMISSIONS HAS JUST
BEGUN, SO IT WOULD BE PREMATURE FOR ME TO REACH ANY CONCLUSIONS AT
TH1IS STAGE. BUT 1 WOULD LIKE TO USE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO DISPEL A
NUMBER OF MISCONCEPTIONS RAISED BOTH DURING THE CONSULTATION PERIOD
AND IN THIS DEBATE.

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS

FIRST, CONTRARY TO THE CRITICISM DEPLOYED BY SOME OPPONENTS ' . TO
THE SCHEME, WE HAVE NOT CONFUSED RETIREMENT PROTECTION WITH SOCIAL
WELFARE. WHAT WE ARE TALKING ABOUT IS THE PROVISION OF INCOME
SECURITY FOR THOSE ELIGIBLE ELDERLY BY THE TIME THEY OR THEIR SPOUSES
HAVE LOST THEIR EARNING CAPACITY DUE TO OLD AGE. THE PROPOSED OLD AGE
PENSION SCHEME IS A FORM OF SOCIAL INSURANCE WHEREBY THE COMMUNITY
COLLECTIVELY PROVIDE FOR INCOME SECURITY FOR THEIR ELDERLY THROUGH

CONTRIBUTIONS.

FOR THE ECONOMICALLY ACTIVE MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY, THEY
SECURE A DEGREE OF INCOME SECURITY AT OLD AGE BY MAKING A MODEST
CONTRIBUTION. FOR THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE COMMUNITY WHO HAVE NOT
PARTICIPATED IN THE WORKFORCE, DUE OFTEN TO THE NEED TO LOOK AFTER
THEIR FAMILIES, THEY DESERVE NO LESS SECURITY THAN THEIR WORKING
COUNTERPARTS. THE FACT THAT THEY HAVE WORKED IN THE KITCHENS AND
FAMILY ROOMS INSTEAD OF IN THE EMPLOYMENT MARKET SHOULD NOT
DISCRIMINATE THEM FROM BEING TREATED AS FULL MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY,
DESERVING THE SAME DEGREE OF CARE AND SUPPORT WHEN THEY BECOME
FINANCIALLY VULNERABLE DUE TO OLD AGE.

/SECOND,
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SECOND, THE PROPOSED OLD AGE PENSION SCHEME DOES NOT JUST
TARGET THOSE ELDERLY MEMBERS OF OUR COMMUNITY WHO ARE LIVING 1IN
POVERTY. THESE ARE ALREADY BEING ASSISTED ADEQUATELY UNDER THE
COMPREHENSIVE SOCIAL SECURITY ASSISTANCE SCHEME, AS MENTIONED JUST NOW
BY MY COLLEAGUE. THE PROPOSED SCHEME AIMS TO BENEFIT A MUCH LARGER
GROUP OF ELDERLY PEOPLE, MANY OF WHOM, WHILE NOT ENTIRELY WI1THOUT
MEANS, CONSTANTLY FACE FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES AND RUN THE RISK OF
SLIPPING INTO POVERTY IN TIME, GIVEN THEIR MEAGRE SAVINGS AND VERY
OFTEN MARGINAL INCOME SUPPORT FROM THEIR FAMILIES. THIS IS A GROUP
WHOSE NEEDS SHOULD NOT BE IGNORED BY A CARING AND INCREASINGLY

AFFLUENT SOCIETY LIKE OURS.

THIRD, IT IS NOT FAIR TO CONDEMN THE PROPOSED SCHEME, AS SOME
HAVE DONE, ON THE GROUND THAT IT WOULD DESTROY THE TRADITIONAL CHINESE
VALUE OF A FAMILY LOOKING AFTER ITS ELDERLY MEMBERS. IN AN AGE OF
SMALL NUCLEAR FAMILIES AND INCREASING LONGEVITY, WE HAVE TO ACCEPT
THAT THERE WILL BE AN EVER LARGER NUMBER OF ELDERLY PEOPLE WHO FOR ONE
REASON OR ANOTHER CANNOT BE CARED ADEQUATELY BY THEIR FAMILIES. THE
MCDEST PENSION PROVISION WE ARE PROPOSING SHOULD HELP OUR SENIOR
CIT1ZENS TO LIVE IN LESS FEAR OF FALLING INTO POVERTY AND TO LEAD A
MORE DIGNIFIED LIFE WITH MORE INDEPENDENT MEANS. EXPERIENCE ELSEWHERE
HAS INDICATED THAT THIS TENDS TO REDUCE FRICTION WITHIN FAMILIES AND
FOSTER BETTER RELATIONSHIPS AMONG MEMBERS.

I TURN NOW TO SOME OF THE SPECIFIC POINTS RAISED IN THIS
DEBATE.

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

MEMBERS HAVE CALLED UPON THE GOVERNMENT TO ASSUME GREATER
FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE PROPOSED SCHEME, EITHER BY
CONTRIBUTING A FIXED PERCENTAGE OF THE OVERALL COST OF THE PROPOSED
SCHEME, OR BY INCREASING THE SIZE OF THE PROPOSED CAPITAL INJECTION.
I BELIEVE IT IS FAIR TO SAY THAT THE PROPOSED GOVERNMENT CONTRIBUTION
IS QUITE GENEROUS. WE WILL BE PROVIDING A SUBSTANTIAL CAPITAL
INJECTION OF $10 BILLION AS A START-UP FUND FOR THE SCHEME. THIS
WILL ALLOW IMMEDIATE PAYMENT OF PENSIONS TO THOSE ELIGIBLE, AND ACT AS
A CUSHION AGAINST ADVERSE ECONOMIC CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE FUTURE.

ON THE RECURRENT SIDE, WE WILL BE CONTRIBUTING ALL THE FUNDS
THAT WOULD HAVE FINANCED THE NORMAL AND HIGHER OLD AGE ALLOWANCES, AND
THE STANDARD RATE OF PAYMENT UNDER THE COMPREHENSIVE SOCIAL SECURITY
ASSISTANCE SCHEME FOR PERSONS AGED 65 OR ABOVE. THIS AMOUNTS TO SOME
$3.6 BILLION THIS YEAR, RISING TO $15.4 BILLION, IN 1994 PRICES, BY
THE YEAR 2056. GOVERNMENT WILL ALSO CONTRIBUTE AS AN EMPLOYER. THIS
CONTRIBUTION WILL AMOUNT TO ABOUT $1.2 BILLION THIS YEAR, GOING UP TO
$4.3 BILLION, IN 1994 PRICES, BY 2056.

PUTTING THESE COMMITMENTS TOGETHER, GOVERNMENT WILL BE
CONTRIBUTING ROUGHLY ONE-THIRD OF THE PENSION OUT-GO. IF WE AMORTISE
THE $10 BILLION CAPITAL INJECTION OVER THE FIRST TWENTY YEARS, OUR
CONTRIBUTION WILL AMOUNT TO ALMOST 40% OF THE PENSION OUT-GO FOR THE
FIRST TwQ DECADES. THIS 15 ALREADY A SUBSTANTIAL SHARE OF THE PENSION
COMMITMENT ON THE PART OF OUR TAX PAYERS. TO RAISE IT BEYOND THE
PROPOSED LEVEL WOULD BE UNFAIR TO TAXPFAYERS AND WOULD WEAKEN THE IRON-
LINK WE SEEK TO ESTABLISH BETWEEN PENSION OUT-GO AND CONTRIBUTION

INCOME.
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1 AM SURPRISED AT CALLS TO FINANCE THE SCHEME FROM GENERAL
REVENUE. THIS IS OFTEN COUPLED WITH THE ASSERTION THAT THE PENSION
BENEFITS COULD BE MET FROM OUR BUDGETARY SURPLUS. SUCH AN OPTION, OR
INDEED ANY OTHER OPTIONS WHICH SEEK TO FINANCE MAJOR ENHANCEMENTS TO
INCOME BENEFITS FOR THE ELDERLY OUT OF GENERAL REVENUE, 1S SIMPLY NOT
REALISTIC. IT SHOULD BE CLEAR THAT ANY SUCH BENEFIT! PAYMENTS MUST BE
FUNDED THROUGH A STABLE INCOME SOURCE ON A SUSTAINED BASIS. TO RELY
ON THERE ALWAYS BEING A SURPLUS LARGE ENOUGH TO PAY PENSIONS OR
ENHANCED INCOME BENEFITS ON A REGULAR BASIS IS UNDULY OPTIMISTIC. IF
WE WERE TO FOLLOW THIS PROPOSAL, THEN THE BURDEN ON - OUR TAXFAYERS
WOULD BE VERY SUBSTANTIAL INDEED. JUST TO REMIND {MEMBERS TO PROVIDE
THE LEVEL OF BENEFITS EQUAL TO THAT PROPOSED IN. THE SCHEME™ | WOULD
REQUIRE AN, K INCREASE OF AT LEAST FOUR PERCENTAGE POINTS IN BOTH' THE
STANDARD RATES OF SALARIES AND PROFITS TAX, IF THESE ARE TO BE . FUNDED
OUT OF GENERAL REVENUE.

AFFORDABILITY

I CANNOT AGREE WITH THOSE MEMBERS WHO SAY THAT THE COMMUNITY
CANNOT AFFORD THE PROPOSED OLD AGE PENSION SCHEME, OR THAT IT WILL
LEAVE A HEAVY BURDEN FOR THOSE WHO COME AFTER US. THE CONSCIOUS
DECISION TO LINK PENSION INCREASES TO PRICES RATHER THAN TO WAGES IS
MEANT TO BALANCE THE NEED FOR A BASIC LEVEL OF INCOME SECURITY FOR THE
AGED ON THE ONE HAND, AND WHAT THE COMMUNITY CAN AFFORD ON THE OTHER.
IT IS NOT OUR . INTENTION TO OVER-COMMI'T THE COMMUNITY TO A . FUTURE
BENEFIT LEVEL WHICH THEY MAY BE UNABLE OR UNWILLING TO AFFORD. THAT’'S
THE "IRON-LINK" BETWEEN CONTRIBUTION INCOME AND PENSION PAYOUTS WILL
MAKE IT VERY DIFFICULT FOR ARBITRARY INCREASES TO BE MADE TO BENEFITS
WITHOUT FIRST OBTAINING THE CONSENT OF THREE MILLION CONTRIBUTORS.
WHAT WE HAVE SUGGESTED THEREFORE IS A VERY MODEST SCHEME. WITH TOTAL
PENSION PAYMENT AMOUNTING TO LESS THAN 1.5% OF OUR GDP, IT IS HARDLY
CONVINCING THAT THE SCHEME WOULD BANKRUPT OUR ECONOMY, AS SOME MEMBERS

HAVE ALLEGED.
INFORMATION CAMPAIGN ON THE OPS

SOME MEMBERS HAVE CRITICISED US FOR UNDERTAKING A PROACTIVE
INFORMATION CAMPAIGN TO CALL ON PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR THE SCHEME. LET ME
ASSURE MEMBERS ONCE AGAIN THAT THERE IS NO QUESTION OF BIAS ON OUR
PART. I MUST ALSO REFUTE THE ALLEGATION MADE BY A MEMBER THAT WE HAVE
MISREPRESENTED SOME OF THE MATERIALS IN THE PROPOSAL. THIS IS SIMPLY
UNTRUE. ALL MATERIALS INCLUDING THE CONSULTATIVE REPORT HAVE BEEN MADE
AVAILABLE FULLY FOR THE PUBLIC FOR THEIR SCRUTINY IN AN OPEN' AND
OBJECTIVE MANNER. WE HAVE ALSO LISTENED ATTENTIVELY TO ALL - PUBLIC
VIEWS -EXPRESSED DURING THE, PERIOD, WHETH?R THEY ARE ALL FOR OR

AGAINST THE SCHEME.

JBUP THIS «.iavs.
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BUT THIS PROPOSED SCHEME IS A MAJOR SOCIAL POLICY INITIATIVE.
IT IS THEREFORE NECESSARY FOR THE ADMINISTRATION TO LAUNCH AN
INFORMATION CAMPAIGN TO PROMOTE PUBLIC AWARENESS, FOCUS PUBL1C
ATTENTION, CALL FOR VIEWS, AND DEFEND IT AGAINST MISCONCEIVED OR
BIASED CRITICISMS. WE HAVE DONE WELL IN THESE EFFORTS AS INDEPENDENT
POLLS HAVE CONSISTENTLY INDICATED A HIGH LEVEL OF PUBLIC AWARENESS OF

THE SCHEME.

MEMBERS MUST APPRECIATE THAT PUBLICITY CAMPAIGNS BY ITS NATURE
CONVEYED THROUGH THE ELECTRONIC MEDIA AND PRESS ANNOUNCEMENTS MUST

NECESSARILY HAVE TO BE SIMPLE AND TO FOCUS ON THE MAIN THEME OF THE
SCHEME, WHICH 1S TO PROVIDE A DEGREE OF INCOME PROTECTION FOR ELIGIBLE
CITIZENS AT OLD AGE. BUT AT THE SAME TIME, WE DO CONVEY THE MORE
DETAILED INFORMATION ON THE SCHEME'TO THE PUBLIC THROUGH THE MORE THAN
170 PRESS INTERVIEWS, SEMINARS, MEETINGS AND DISCUSSION FORUMS THAT
OUR STAFF HAVE ATTENDED THROUGHOUT THE LAST THREE AND A HALF MONTHS.

PROVIDENT FUND SCHEMES

1 WAS DISAPPOINTED TO HEAR CALLS YET AGAIN FOR THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF A CENTRAL PROVIDENT FUND, EITHER INSTEAD OF OR 1IN
ADDITION TO THE OLD AGE PENSION SCHEME. THERE ARE AS WE HAVE SAID
BEFORE MANY TIMES SERIOUS INADEQUACIES WITH A CPF: IT TENDS TO YIELD
POOR RETURNS AND IS NOT A COST-EFFECTIVE MEANS OF SAVING. IT WILL NOT
PROVIDE MEANINGFUL INCOME PROTECTION TO THE BULK OF THE POPULATION -
THE PRESENT DAY ELDERLY, THE LOW-INCOME EARNERS, AND HOUSEWIVES. LT
WILL ALSO TAKE A LONG LONG TIME TO BUILD UP SUFFICIENT FUNDS FOR
RETIREMENT PROTECTION. WE DO NOT THEREFORE CONSIDER THE OPTION WORTH

PURSUING.

BUT WE DO STRONGLY ENCOURAGE EMPLOYERS TO SET UP COMPANY BASED
OCCUPATIONAL RETIREMENT SCHEMES FOR THEIR EMPLOYEES. WE ALSO CONTINUE
TO RELY ON THE COMMUNITY TO SAVE FOR THEIR FUTURE ACCORDING TO THEIR
OWN MEANS. IT IS NOT THE TRADITION OF THIS HARD WORKING COMMUNITY TO
RELY TOTALLY ON THE GOVERNMENT FOR INCOME PROVISION AT OLD AGE. BUT
THAT DOES NOT MEAN TAKE AWAY THE STRONG ARGUMENT AND THE COMMUNITY
DESIRE TO SEE IN PLACE A DEGREE OF INCOME SUPPORT FOR OUR " ELDERLY

CITIZENS.

ASSETS DECLARATION

SOME MEMBERS HAVE CALLED FOR ALL PENSION BENEFITS UNDER THE
PROPOSED SCHEME TO BE MEANS-TESTED OR SUBJECT TO AN INCOME ASSETS
DECLARATION, IRRESPECTIVE OF WHETHER THE BENEFICIARY HAD CONTRIBUTED
TO THE SCHEME. 1 DO NOT AGREE. THIS 15 A SOCIAL INSURANCE SCHEME,
NOT A SOCIAL WELFARE SCHEME. THOSE WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO THE SCHEME
FOR A SUBSTANTIAL PERIOD OUGHT TO BE ENTITLED, AS A MATTER OF RIGHT IN
RETURN FOR THEIR OBLIGATION TO CONTRIBUTE, TO A PENSION WHEN THEY
KREACH ELIGIBILITY AGE. 1 WOULD, HOWEVER, BE PREPARED TO REVIEW THE
ASSET DECLARATION LIMIT FOR NON-CONTRIBUTORS WITH AN OPEN MIND.




WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1994

SCHEME ADMINISTRATION

SOME MEMBERS HAVE CALLED FOR THE OLD AGE PENSION SCHEME TO BE
RUN BY GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS. THERE HAVE ALSO BEEN SUGGESTIONS THAT
CONTRIBUTION COLLECTION SHOULD BE GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBILITY RATHER
THAN EMPLOYERS. WHILE WE ARE PREPARED TO CONSIDER SUGGESTIONS ABOUT
THE WAY CONTRIBUTIONS SHOULD BE COLLECTED, WE REMAIN CONVINCED THAT A
NON-CIVIL-SERVICE ORGANISATION COULD OPERATE THE SCHEME MUCH MORE
COST-EFFECTIVELY.

CONSULTATION WITH THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT

MANY MEMBERS HAVE COMMENTED ON THE NEED TO CONSULT THE CHINESE
GOVERNMENT ON THE PROPOSED SCHEME. WE ARE INDEED COMMITTED TO DOING
SO0. WE ARE READY TO PROVIDE THE CHINESE SIDE WITH FURTHER INFORMATION
OR BRIEFINGS ON THE SCHEME, AND WE LOOK FORWARD TO DISCUSSIONS THROUGH
THE SINO-BRITISH JOINT LIAISON GROUP IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE.

THE WAY AHEAD

OVER THE NEXT FEW WEEKS OUR TASK FORCE WILL ANALYSE THE
SUBMISSIONS RECEIVED, AND PROPOSE ALTERNATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS WHERE
APPROPRIATE. WE WILL LOOK AT THESE SUBMISSIONS WITH AN OPEN MIND. WE
HOPE TO BE ABLE TO MAKE A DECISION ON THE WAY FORWARD BY THE END OF

THIS YEAR.

MR PRESIDENT, GOVERNMENT HAS PLEDGED FIRMLY TO ATTACH DUE
IMPORTANCE TO THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY THE PUBLIC DURING THIS
CONSULTATION PERIOD. WE HAVE ALSO PLEDGED A COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAMME
TO PROTECT THE HEALTH AND WELFARE OF OUR ELDERLY IN THE GOVERNOR’S
POLICY ADDRESS. A LOT HAVE BEEN DONE AND WILL BE DONE 1IN THIS
DIRECTION. WE HAVE HOWEVER MAJOR RESERVATIONS ON THE MOTION’S CALL
FOR GOVERNMENT, OR OUR TAXPAYERS, TO ASSUME EVEN GREATER FINANCIAL
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE PROPOSED OLD AGE PENSION SCHEME AND FOR WELFARE
SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY, AS WHAT WE HAVE PLEDGED IS ALREADY
SIGNIFICANT. FOR THIS RESERVATION, THEREFORE, THE OFFICIAL MEMBERS
ARE NOT ABLE TO SUPPORT THE MOTION IN FULL. THEY WILL THEREFORE
ABSTAIN FROM VOTING ON THE MOTION AND ITS AMENDMENTS. THANK YOU.
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SHW SPEAKS ON OLD AGE PENSION SCHEME
X X ¥ %X X

FOLLOWING IS THE SPEECH BY THE SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND
WELFARE, MRS KATHERINE FOK, IN THE MOTION DEBATE ON OLD AGE PENSION
SCHEME AT THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MEETING TONIGHT (WEDNESDAY):

MR PRESIDENT,

AS A CARING AND RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT, WE ARE FULLY AWARE OF
THE CHALLENGES AHEAD OF US AS OUR POPULATION AGES. VERY POSITIVE
STEPS ARE BEING TAKEN TO IMPROVE OUR WELFARE SYSTEM FOR OUR ELDERLY
CITIZENS AND SIGNIFICANT FINANCIAL RESOURCES WILL BE INJECTED TO

IMPROVE OUR SERVICES FOR THEM.

WE ALREADY HAVE A GOOD FOUNDATION OF SERVICES FOR THE CARE OF
OUR ELDERLY POPULATION. 1IN 1994-95, WE WILL BE SPENDING $6.8 BILLION
ON SERVICES FOR ELDERLY PEOPLE. .NOT TOO LONG AGO, NEW LEGISLATION TO
IMPROVE SAFETY STANDARDS AND CARE FOR OLD PEOPLE LIVING IN RESIDENTIAL
HOMES FOR THE ELDERLY WAS PASSED BY THIS COUNCIL. WHEN THE
LEGISLATION COMES INTO FORCE IN 1995, THE SAFETY AND CARE OF MORE THAN
17 000 ELDERLY PEOPLE LIVING IN THESE HOMES WILL BE GREATLY ENHANCED.

APART FROM THE ON-GOING PROGRAMMES, WE ARE MAKING EVERY EFFORT
TO ENSURE THAT OUR WELFARE SYSTEM IS ABLE TO MEET THE DEMOGRAPHIC
CHALLENGES THAT WE ARE GOING TO FACE. THE GOVERNMENT'S GOAL IS TO
IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF LIFE OF OUR ELDERLY CITIZENS SO THAT THEY CAN
ENJOY A COMFORTABLE AND DIGNIFIED OLD AGE. THAT IS WHY THE WORKING
PARTY ON CARE FOR THE ELDERLY WAS APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR TO CONDUCT
A COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW ON EXISTING POLICIES AND SERVICES FOR ELDERLY
PECPLE. IN MY POLICY COMMITMENTS WHICH WAS PUBLISHED LAST MONTH, 1
UNDERTOOK TO IMPLEMENT IN FULL ALL 71 RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE WORKING
GROUP. THIS MEANS THAT WE WILL BE SPENDING A TOTAL OF $535 MILLION IN
RECURRENT EXPENDITURE BETWEEN 1995 AND THE YEAR 2000 AND ANOTHER $327
MILLION IN CAPITAL COSTS IN IMPROVING SERVICES FOR OUR ELDERLY.

TO PROVIDE BETTER SUPPORT FOR OLDER PERSONS AND THE FAMILIES SO
AS TO ALLOW THEM TO GROW OLD IN THEIR HOME ENVIRONMENT WITH MINIMUM
DISRUPTION, COMMUNITY SUPPORT SERVICES WILL BE IMPROVED. FOR THOSE
WHO CAN NO LONGER BE CARED FOR AT HOME, A FULL RANGE OF RESIDENTIAL
CARE SERVICES WILL BE PROVIDED TO IMPROVE THE CONTINUUM OF

INSTITUTIONAL CARE.

THERE HAVE BEEN REPEATED CALLS FROM MEMBERS OF THIS COUNCIL
FOR THE STANDARD RATE FOR THE ELDERLY UNDER THE COMPREHENSIVE SOCIAL
SECURITY ASSISTANCE (CSSA) SCHEME TO BE INCREASED TO $2,300. THE CSSA
SCHEME IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF OUR SOCIAL WELFARE SYSTEM FOR THE
VULNERABLE AND DISADVANTAGED. THE CASH ASSISTANCE PROVIDED UNDER THE
SCHEME SHOULD NOT BE SEEN IN ISOLATION. IT IS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE
"SAFETY NET" WE HAVE PUT IN PLACE FOR THOSE WHO ARE FINANCIALLY
VULNERABLE. FOR OUR CSSA CLIENTS, THIS "SAFETY NET" COVERS A
COMPREHENS1VE RANGE OF SOCIAL SERVICES INCLUDING CASH ASSISTANCE, FREE
MEDICAL CARE, COMPASSIONATE REHOUSING AND OTHER FREE PROGRAMMES
ORGANISED BY THE GOVERNMENT AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS.
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THERE IS A POPULAR MISCONCEPTION THAT THE STANDARD RATE IS ALL
THAT A CSSA CLIENT CAN GET. THE FACT IS THAT CSSA PAYMENT COMPRISES
NOT ONLY THE STANDARD RATE BUT ALSO SPECIAL GRANTS, LONG-TERM
SUPPLEMENT AND DISREGARDED EARNINGS TO MEET THE BASIC AND SPECIAL
NEEDS OF OUR CLIENTS.

A WIDE VARIETY OF GRANTS IS IN FACT AVAILABLE TO ELDERLY
CLIENTS TO DEFRAY THEIR SPECIAL NEEDS. LET ME GIVE YOU SOME EXAMPLES,
THEY INCLUDE, FOR EXAMPLE, RENT ALLOWANCE, RENT DEPOSIT, WATER CHARGE
ALLOWANCE, SPECIAL DIET ALLOWANCE, TELEPHONE INSTALLATION FEES,
TELEPHONE CHARGE ALLOWANCE, COSTS OF DENTAL TREATMENT, GLASSES,
REHABILITATION AND MEDICAL APPLIANCES, DEPOSIT FOR WATER, FOR GAS AND
FOR ELECTRICITY, AND IN THE CASE OF ELDERLY PEOPLE WITH HEARING
IMPAIRMENT, EXPENSES ON FAX MACHINES.

FOR ELDERLY CLIENTS WHO HAVE RECEIVED CSSA FOR NOT LESS THAN 12
MONTHS, THEY WILL ALSO RECEIVE AN ANNUAL LONG TERM SUPPLEMENT TO HELP
THEM REPLACE HOUSEHOLD WARES AND DURABLE GOODS. FOR THOSE CLIENTS WHO
ARE WORKING, THEIR EARNINGS FROM EMPLOYMENT ARE DISREGARDED UP TO $835
A MONTH. THE AMOUNT OF DISREGARDED EARNINGS WILL BE RAISED TO $1,115
PER MONTH BY NEXT APRIL.

THE CSSA PAYMENT FOR AN ELDERLY CLIENT NOW AMOUNTS TO ON
AVERAGE $2,400 A MONTH. AS OUR CSSA SCHEME 1S TAILORED TO THE
INDIVIDUAL CLIENT’S CIRCUMSTANCES BASED ON NEEDS, THE MORE NEEDS THERE
ARE, THE MORE OUR CLIENTS WILL GET. 80O, FOR EXAMPLE, THIS AVERAGE

PAYMENT IS $2,690 A MONTH FOR THOSE WHO ARE DISABLED AND $4,220 A
MONTH FOR THOSE WHO ARE IN NEED OF CARE AND ATTENDANCE.

OUR CSSA SCHEME HAS DEVELOPED OVER MORE THAN TWO DECADES. IT
HAS EVOLVED FROM PROVIDING FOR BASIC SUBSISTENCE TO A SCHEME WHICH
MEETS NOT ONLY THE NEEDS OF THE AVERAGE CLIENT BUT ALSO SPECIAL
CIRCUMSTANCES OF INDIVIDUALS AS WELL. WE RECOGNISE THAT A SYSTEM
WHICH PROVIDES SPECIAL GRANTS TO INDIVIDUALS IS, BY ITS VERY NATURE,
OFTEN DIFFICULT FOR BOTH THE RECIPIENT AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC TO
UNDERSTAND . MANY PROBLEMS FACED BY CLIENTS ARISE FROM THE LACK OF
KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THEIR ENTITLEMENTS.

OUT OF THE 74,000 ELDERLY PERSONS WHO ARE ON CSSA, ABOUT
21,000 ARE RECEIVING INSTITUTIONAL CARE WITH THEIR NEEDS BEING LOOKED
AFTER BY THE INSTITUTIONS CONCERNED. WE NEED TO ENSURE THAT ELDERLY
CSSA RECIPIENTS LIVING IN THE COMMUNITY ARE FULLY AWARE OF THEIR
ENTITLEMENTS TO SPECIAL GRANTS, WE HAVE STEPPED UP PUBLICITY ON THE
SCHEME TO HELP RECIPIENTS UNDERSTAND THEIR RIGHTS AND ENTITLEMENTS. A
HANDBOOK ON THE RIGHTS OF CSSA RECIPIENTS HAS- BEEN PRODUCED BY THE
SOCIAL WELFARE DEPARTMENT. IT SETS OUT IN DETAIL THE RIGHTS OF A CSSA
RECIPIENT, INCLUDING THE TYPES AND LEVELS OF GRANTS WHICH HE OR SHE 18
ENTITLED TO UNDER THE SCHEME, THE COMPLAINT/APPEAL PROCEDURES AND
OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION. THE HANDBOOK WAS PUBLISHED IN JUNE 1994
AND WAS MADE AVAILABLE TO ALL CSSA RECIPIENTS, NON-GOVERNMENTAL
ORCANISATIONS, CONCERN GROUPS, DISTRICT BOARDS AND THE MEDIA. IN
ADDITION, AN AUDIO TAPE AND A VIDEO TAPE ARE BEING PLAYED
INTERCHANGEABLY AT THE RECEPTION AREAS OF ALL SOCIAL SECURITY FIELD
UNITS TO PUBLICISE THE ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE.

/AS MEMBERS ..
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AS MEMBERS ARE AWARE, 1 HAVE EMBARKED ON A SPECIAL EXERCISE TO
REVIEW OUR SOCIAL SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS TO ASSESS HOW WELL THEY ARE
MEETING THE NEEDS OF OUR CLIENTS. TOGETHER WITH THE SOCIAL WELFARE
ADVISORY COMMITTEE, WE ARE NOW LOOKING INTO THE FEASIBILITY OF
9IMPLIFYING THE ADMINISTRATION OF SPECIAL GRANTS TO BETTER SERVE THE
NEEDS OF OUR CLIENTS. WE WILL ALSO REVIEW OUR STAFF TRAINING AND
CUSTOMER SERVICE WITH A VIEW TO IMPROVING OUR SERVICES. TO HELP US
TARGET OUR IMPROVEMENT TO CSSA, WE ARE GETTING MORE STATISTICAL
INFORMATION ON THE SPENDING PATTERN OF DIFFERENT TYPES OF HOUSEHOLDS
INCLUDING THOSE ON CSSA THROUGH THE 1994-95 HOUSEHOLD EXPENDITURE
SURVEY. IMPROVEMENT TO THE SCHEME IS AN ON-GOING PROCESS WHICH WILL
CONTINUE.

IN CONCLUSION, I WOULD LIKE TO ASSURE THIS COUNCIL THAT
GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO PROMOTING THE WELL-BEING OF OUR ELDERLY
CITIZENS. IT IS ENSHRINED IN MY POLICY COMMITMENTS TO THIS COUNCIL
AND TO THE COMMUNITY.

SRS B e

PENSIONS ORDINANCES BILL INTRODUCED TO LEGCO
¥ X X ¥ X

FOLLOWING IS THE SPEECH BY THE SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE,
MR MICHAEL SZE, IN MOVING THE SECOND READING OF THE PENSIONS
ORDINANCES (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS) BILL 1994 IN THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

MR PRESIDENT,

I MOVE THAT THE PENSIONS ORDINANCES (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS )
BILL 1994 BE READ A SECOND TIME.

THE PURPOSE OF THIS BILL IS TO REMOVE ANOMALIES WHICH BECAME
APPARENT DURING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF CHANGES TO DEPENDANT PENSIONS
AND RELATED BENEFITS INTRODUCED BY THE PENSIONS MODIFICATION ORDINANCE
1993 AND TO PROVIDE FURTHER IMPROVEMENTS TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF
PENSIONS. THESE AMENDMENTS ARE MAINLY TECHNICAL IN NATURE. I SHALL
HOWEVER ELABORATE ON THE MORE IMPORTANT PROPOSALS

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE SURVIVING SPOUSES' AND CHILDREN’S
PENSIONS SCHEME WILL BE GRANTED DISCRETION TO ACCEPT A DISABLED CHILD
FOR THE RECEIPT OF A DEPENDANT’S PENSION, EVEN IF THE DISABILITY
ARISES AFTER THE DEATH OF THE CONTRIBUTOR. ALSO, A DISABLED CHILD OF
A DECEASED CONTRIBUTOR MAY, AT THE DISCRETION OF THE BOARD, CONTINUE
TO RECEIVE A DEPENDANT'S PENSION EVEN AFTER HIS ADOPTION BY ‘ANOTHER
PERSON. THIS LATTER PROVISION AIMS TO ENCOURAGE THE ADOPTION OF
DISABLED CHILDREN.

THE METHOD OF COMPUTATION OF ADDITIONAL PENSION FOR INJURY ON
DUTY WAS CHANGED BY THE PENSIONS MODIFICATION ORDINANCE 1993. OUR
ORIGINAL INTENTION WAS ONLY TO APPLY THE NEW COMPUTATION METHOD TO
INJURIES SUSTAINED ON OR AFTER 1 FEBRUARY 1993. 1IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE
THIS, THE PENSIONS ORDINANCE WILL BE AMENDED TO PROVIDE FOR ADDITIONAL
PENSION TO BE GRANTED IN ACCORDANCE WITH PROVISIONS PREVAILING AT THE
DATE OF INJURY INSTEAD OF AT THE DATE OF RETIREMENT. THIS AMENDMENT
WILL TAKE RETROSPECTIVE EFFECT FROM 1 FEBRUARY 1993.

S e e N o
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PROTECTION OF ENDANGERED SPECIES BILL
¥ X %X ¥ X

FOLLOWING IS THE SPEECH BY THE SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES,
MR ‘GORDON SIU, IN MOVING THE ANIMALS AND PLANTS (PROTECTION OF
ENDANGERED SPECIES) (AMENDMENT) BILL 1994 IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
TODAY (WEDNESDAY ):

MR PRESIDENT,

I MOVE THAT THE ANIMALS AND PLANTS (PROTECTION OF ENDANGERED
SPECIES) (AMENDMENT) BILL 1994 BE READ A SECOND TIME.

THE ANIMALS AND PLANTS (PROTECTION OF ENDANGERED SPECIES)
ORDINANCE GIVES EFFECT TO THE CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 1IN
ENDANGERED SPECIES OF WILD FAUNA AND FLORA. HONG KONG IS A PARTY TO
THIS CONVENTION THROUGH THE UNITED KINGDOM. IN KEEPING WITH THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE CONVENTION, THIS ORDINANCE REGULATES INTERNATIONAL
TRADE IN ENDANGERED SPECIES OF ANIMALS AND PLANTS.

THERE IS GROWING CONCERN IN THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OVER
THE RATE AT' WHICH MANY SPECIES OF ANIMALS AND PLANTS ARE BEING
" ENDANGERED. THERE IS PARTICULAR CONCERN OVER ILLEGAL TRADE IN CERTAIN
HIGHLY ENDANGERED SPECIES, SUCH AS RHINOCEROSES, TIGERS AND SOME

SPECIES OF BEAR, WHICH ARE NOW THREATENED WITH EXTINCTION BECAUSE OF
THE DEMAND FOR PARTS OF THESE ANIMALS FOR USE AS INGREDIENTS 1IN
TRADITIONAL MEDICINES.

IT HAS BECOME CLEAR IN OUR INVESTIGATIONS THAT THE MAXIMUM
PENALTIES FOR OFFENCES UNDER THE ORDINANCE - THE HIGHEST OF WHICH 1S A
FINE OF $50,000 AND SIX MONTHS IMPRISONMENT - ARE NEGLIGIBLE 1IN
COMPARISON WITH THE POTENTIAL PROFITS FROM ILLEGAL TRADE IN ENDANGERED
SPECIES OF ANIMALS AND PLANTS.

THE ANIMALS AND PLANTS (PROTECTION OF ENDANGERED SPECIES)
(AMENDMENT) BILL 1994 SEEKS TO INCREASE SUBSTANTIALLY THE PENALTIES
FOR CONTRAVENTIONS OF THE CURRENT RESTRICTIONS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE
IN AND POSSESSION OF ENDANGERED SPECIES.

THE BILL ALSO PROPOSES DIFFERENT LEVELS OF PENALTIES ACCORDING
TO WHETHER THE OFFENCE IS COMMITTED FOR A COMMERCIAL OR NON-COMMERCIAL
PURPOSE AND WHETHER THE SPECIES INVOLVED IS HIGHLY ENDANGERED.

IT IS PROPOSED THAT THE IMPORT, EXPORT OR POSSESSION OF AN
ENDANGERED SPECIES WITHOUT A LICENCE FOR A COMMERCIAL PURPOSE SHOULD
ATTRACT RELATIVELY HIGHER PENALTIES. THE BILL PROVIDES THAT WHERE
SUCH AN OFFENCE INVOLVES A HIGHLY ENDANGERED SPECIES, THE MAXIMUM
PENALTY SHOULD BE A FINE OF $5 MILLION AND TWO YEARS IMPRISONMENT AND,
WHERE THE OFFENCE INVOLVES A LESS ENDANGERED SPECIES, A FINE OF
$500,000 AND IMPRISONMENT FOR ONE YEAR. LESSER MAXIMUM PENALTIES ARE
PROPOSED FOR OFFENCES COMMITTED FOR A NON-COMMERCTIAL PURPOSE.
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THE BILL ALSO PROPOSES THAT THE MAXIMUM PENALTIES FOR
FURNISHING FALSE INFORMATION WHEN APPLYING FOR A LICENCE, FAILURE TO
COMPLY WITH VARIOUS LICENSING REQUIREMENTS AND OBSTRUCTION OF AN
AUTHORIZED OFFICER IN CONDUCTING ENFORCEMENT OPERATIONS SHOULD RISE
SUBSTANTIALLY.

MR PRESIDENT, THE MEASURES PROPOSED IN THE BILL COMPLEMENT
OTHERS CURRENTLY BEING TAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT TO IMPROVE ENFORCEMENT
OF THE ORDINANCE AND INCREASE PUBLIC AWARENESS OF ITS REQUIREMENTS.
WE HAVE STEPPED UP OUR INSPECTIONS OF TRADITIONAL MEDICINE SHOPS -
INSTITUTING MANY MORE PROSECUTIONS AS A RESULT, IMPROVED OUR LIAISON
WITH NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS AND EMBARKED UPON A WIDE RANGING
AND LONG TERM PROGRAMME OF PUBLIC EDUCATION, TARGETTING SCHOOLS,
TRAVELLERS AND TRADERS OF TRADITIONAL MEDICINES AND ANIMALS AND
PLANTS. HONG KONG IS FIRMLY COMMITTED TO PLAYING ITS PART IN THE
INTERNATIONAL EFFORT TO PROTECT ENDANGERED SPECIES. THE PROPOSALS 1IN
THE BILL INDICATE THE GOVERNMENT'S DETERMINATION TO PROTECT ENDANGERED
SPECIES OF ANIMALS AND PLANTS. THE PROPOSALS ARE ALSO INTENDED TO
SEND THE CLEAREST SIGNAL TO ALL TRADERS AND POTENTIAL USERS ALIKE THAT
ILLEGAL TRADING IN ENDANGERED SPECIES OF ANIMALS AND PLANTS WILL NOT
PAY.

e a0 i, g

HOSPITAL REGISTRATION FEES
ik X K KX X

FOLLOWING IS THE SPEECH BY THE SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND
WELFARE, MRS KATHERINE FOK, IN MOVING AMENDMENTS TO THE HOSPITALS,
NURSING HOMES AND MATERNITY HOMES REGISTRATION ORDINANCE 1IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY ) :

MR PRESIDENT,

I MOVE THAT THE SCHEDULE TO THE HOSPITALS, NURSING HOMES AND
MATERNITY HOMES REGISTRATION ORDINANCE BE AMENDED AS SET OUT UNDER MY
NAME IN THE PAPER CIRCULATED TO MEMBERS.

THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS SEEK TO REVISE THE FEES PAYABLE ON THE
FIRST AND SUBSEQUENT REGISTRATION OF A HOSPITAL OR MATERNITY HOME.

IT IS GOVERNMENT POLICY THAT FEES SHOULD IN GENERAL BE SET AT
LEVELS SUFFICIENT TO RECOVER THE FULL COSTS OF PROVIDING THE SERVICES.
THE FEES DESCRIBED ABOVE WERE LAST SET IN 1989, TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT
THE INCREASE IN COSTS AND INFLATION SINCE THEN, THE FEES SHOULD NOW BE
INCREASED.

THE REVISED FEES REPRESENT AN INSIGNIFICANT PERCENTAGE OF THE
TOTAL OPERATING COSTS OF THE TRADE. THE IMPACT OF THE FEE REVISION ON
CONSUMERS SHOULD BE NEGLIGIBLE. WE HAVE CONSULTED ALL PRIVATE
HOSPITALS AND MATERNITY HOMES AND THEY HAVE NO OBJECTIONS TO THE
PROPOSED REVISION OF FEES.

WITH THESE REMARKS, I MOVE THE MOTION.

B U W e K
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REGISTRATION OF PATENTS (FEES) ( AMENDMENT) RULES 1994
%

¥ X

{
%

FOLLOWING IS THE SPEECH BY THE ACTING SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND
INDUSTRY, MRS REGINA IP, IN MOVING A RESOLUTION ON THE REGISTRATION OF
PATENTS (FEES) (AMENDMENT) RULES 1994 1IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
TODAY (WEDNESDAY) !

MR PRESIDENT,

I MOVE THAT THE REGISTRATION OF PATENTS (FEES) { AMENDMENT )
RULES 1994 BE APPROVED.

THE FEES PAYABLE TO THE REGISTRAR OF PATENTS 1IN CONNECTION WITH
THE REGISTRATION OF PATENTS WERE LAST REVISED IN NOVEMBER 199%2. THE
AMENDMENT RULES SEEK TO INCREASE THESE FEES TO TAKE NTO ACCOUNT
INFLATION SINCE THE LAST REVIEW AND TO BRING THEM INTO LINE WITH FEES
CHARGED FOR SIMILAR SERVICES IN RESPECT OF THE REGISTRATION OF TRADE
MARKS . THI1S [S CONSISTENT WITH THE ESTABLISHED POLICY OF ENSURING
USERS PAY THE FULL COST FOR THE SERVICES PROVIDED.

MR PRESIDENT, I BEG TO MOVE.

st i) B

PENALTIES FOR PIRATED COMPACT DISC TRADE
¥ ¥ X ¥ X

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON MOSES CHENG MO-CHL AND A
REPLY BY THE ACTING SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY, MRS REGINA 1IP,
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY ) :

QUESTION : WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL

(A) OF THE NUMBER OF PIRATED COMPACT DISCS SEIZED IN THE
PAST YEAR AND THEIR ESTIMATED MARKET VALUE

(B) OF THE NUMBERS OF SUCCESSFUL PROSECUTIONS AGAINST THE
PRODUCTION, SALE AND POSSESSI ON OF PIRATED COMPACT
DISCS RESPECTIVELY IN THE PAST YEAR; AND A BREAKDOWN
OF THE HIGHEST, LOWEST AND AVERAGE PENALTY IMPOSED BY
THE COURT IN RESPECT OF EACH TYPE OF OFFENCE;

HOW THE PENALTIES FOR THE SAME OFFENCE 1IN THE
NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES COMPARE WITH THOSE IN HONG
KONG; AND

WHETHER CONSIDERATION WILL BE GIVEN TO AMENDING THE

LEGISLATION SO AS TO RAISE THE EXISTING PENALTY TO
INCREASE THE DETERRENT EFFECTY

/REPLY :
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REPLY

MR PRESIDENT

(A) DURING THE PAST TWELVE MONTHS, THE CUSTOMS AND EXCISE
DEPARTMENT SEIZED MORE THAN 180,000 COPIES OF PIRATED COMPACT DISCS
WITH AN ESTIMATED MARKET VALUE OF $7.2 MILLION.

(B) IN THE SAME PERIOD 523 CASES WERE SUCCESSFULLY PROSECUTED FOR
SELLING OR POSSESSING PIRATED COMPACT DISCS FOR THE PURPOSES OF TRADE
OR BUSINESS. THERE WAS NO CONVICTION FOR PRODUCING PIRATED COMPACT
DISCS BECAUSE ALL OF THE PIRATED COMPACT DISCS WERE IMPORTED FROM
OUTSIDE HONG KONG.

OF THE 523 CASES, THE SENTENCES IMPOSED BY THE COURT RANGED
FROM 50 HOURS OF COMMUNITY SERVICE TO 8 MONTHS' IMPRISONMENT, AND THE
FINES RANGED FROM $1.85 TO $1,000 PER INFRINGING COPY. THE AVERAGE
FINE WAS $70 PER INFRINGING COPY.

(C) THE PENALTY MAXIMA PRESCRIBED IN THE COPYRIGHT ORDINANCE FOR
PRODUCING PIRATED COMPACT DISCS ARE TWO YEARS' IMPRISONMENT AND A FINE
OF $50,000, WHEREAS THOSE FOR SELLING OR POSSESSING PIRATED COMPACT

DISCS FOR TRADE AND BUSINESS ARE 12 MONTHS' IMPRISONMENT AND A FINE OF
$1,000 PER INFRINGING COPY.

THE CORRESPONDING STATUTORY PENALTY MAXIMA IN OUR NEIGHBOURING
JURISDICTIONS RANGE FROM IMPRISONMENT FOR ONE TO SEVEN YEARS AND FINES
RANGING FROM $15,000 TO $135,000 FOR PRODUCING PIRATED COMPACT DISCS,
AND FOR THE OFFENCE OF POSSESSION OF PIRATED COMPACT DISCS FOR TRADE
PURPOSES, IMPRISONMENT FOR ONE TO SEVEN YEARS AND FINES RANGING FROM
$620 TO AN UNLIMITED AMOUNT PER INFRINGING COPY.

(D) WE ARE REVIEWING OUR LEGISLATIVE REGI ME FOR COPYRIGHT
PROTECTION WITH A VIEW TO MODERNISING AND LOCALISING THE LAW. WE ARE
CONSIDERING ACTIVELY ADOPTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE LAW REFORM
COMMISSION TO INCREASE THE PENALTY MAXIMA AND TO INTRODUCE A SECOND
TIER OF HIGHER PENALTIES FOR REPEATED OFFENDERS . WE ARE AIMING AT
INTRODUCING THE AMENDING LEGISLATION INTO THIS COUNCIL IN 1985.
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EARLY RETIREMENT OF SENIOR OFFICERS
¥ X K Kk %

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON CHEUNG MAN-KWONG AND A REPLY
BY THE SECRETARY FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE, MR MICHAEL SZE, IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : REGARDING THE PUBLIC STATEMENT MADE BY THE SECRETARY. FOR
THE CIVIL SERVICE THAT SOME DEPARTMENTS ARE FACING AN
EXODUS OF STAFF AT THE MIDDLE AND SENIOR MANAGEMENT LEVELS
RESULTING 1IN THE SO-CALLED "SUCCESSION GAP", WILL THE
GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL:

(A) WHICH ARE THE DEPARTMENTS REFERRED TO BY THE SECRETARY
FOR THE CIVIL SERVICE:

(B) OF THE NUMBER OF LOCAL AND EXPATRIATE STAFF AT THE
MIDDLE AND SENIOR MANAGEMENT LEVELS 1IN VARIOUS
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS WHO ARE AGED OVER 50 AND WHO
HAVE APPLIED FOR RETIREMENT UNDER THE OLD PENSION
SCHEME SINCE 1 APRIL 1994; AND

IN REGARD TO THE DEPARTMENTS IN WHICH "SUCCESSION GAP"
MAY OCCUR, WHAT REMEDIAL MEASURES WILL BE ADOPTED TO
PREVENT THE ABILITY OF THE GOVERNMENT TO GOVERN FROM
BEING AFFECTED AS A RESULT OF THE EXODUS AND RESHUFFLE
OF STAFF IN FUTURE?

REPLY:

MR PRESIDENT,

IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION RAISED AT THE BRIEFING SESSION ON THE
GOVERNOR'’S POLICY ADDRESS ON 15 OCTOBER, I REGISTERED MY CONCERN THAT
FOR A VARIETY OF REASONS, SOME SENIOR OFFICERS AGED OVER 50 MIGHT
CHOOSE TO RETIRE EARLY AND THAT THIS MIGHT CAUSE SUCCESSION
DIFFICULTIES IN SOME DEPARTMENTS, ONE OR TWO IN PARTICULAR.

LET ME NOW ADDRESS THE THREE SPECIFIC QUESTIONS RAISED BY MR
CHEUNG -

(A) AS I SAID AT THE BRIEFING SESSION ON 15 OCTOBER, WE HAVE
NO HARD EVIDENCE ON THE NUMBER OF SENIOR OFFICERS WHO WILL
BE RETIRING EARLY IN THE NEXT FEW YEARS. OUR ASSESSMENT
IS MAINLY BASED ON INFORMATION AND IMPRESSIONS OBTAINED
FROM HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS AND OUR CONTACTS WITH INDIVIDUAL
OFFICERS. IT IS THEREFORE NOT APPROPRIATE FOR ME TO
PINPOINT ANY DEPARTMENTS SPECIFICALLY. MUCH WILL DEPEND
ON DEVELOPMENTS 1IN THE NEXT 12 TO 18 MONTHS. BUT I AM
CONFIDENT THAT GIVEN THE SOUND STRUCTURE OF THE CIVIL
SERVICE AND ITS PROVEN ABILITY TO ADAPT TO CHANGE, WE WILL
BE ABLE TO OVERCOME SUCH PROBLEMS AS THEY ARISE, PROVIDED
WE PREPARE ADEQUATELY. I HAVE RAISED THESE ISSUES, NOT TO
CAUSE ALARM BUT TO MAKE SURE THAT MEMBERS OF THIS COUNCIL
AND THE COMMUNITY AT LARGE ARE AWARE OF THEM, AND SUPPORT
THE STEPS WE ARE TAKING TO ADDRESS THEM;

n T
HAVE
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(B) I HAVE ATTACHED TO THE PRINTED VERSION OF MY REPLY A TABLE
SHOWING THE NUMBER OF SENIOR LOCAL AND OVERSEAS OFFICERS
IN ALL DEPARTMENTS WHO ARE AGED 50 OR ABOVE AND WHO HAVE
APPLIED FOR EARLY RETIREMENT UNDER THE OLD PENSION SCHEME
SINCE APRIL THIS YEAR. THERE ARE 79 SUCH OFFICERS, BUT
ONLY 4 OF THEM AT DIRECTORATE LEVEL. DEPARTMENTS WITH
HIGHER NUMBERS OF EARLY RETIREES SUCH AS THE EDUCATION
DEPARTMENT, CORRECTIONAL SERVICES DEPARTMENT AND SOCIAL
WELFARE DEPARTMENT ARE ALSO DEPARTMENTS WITH A MUCH LARGER
ESTABLISHMENT;

WE HAVE SEEN SEVERAIL RECENT PRESS REPORTS REFERRING TO A
"SUCCESSION GAP" AND AN "EXODUS". BOTH ARE EMOTIVE TERMS
AND WE MUST KEEP THE ISSUE IN PROPER PERSPECTIVE. WE HAVE
A WELL-ESTABLISHED STAFF PLANNING SYSTEM TO WHICH WE
ATTACH GREAT IMPORTANCE.

SPECIFICALLY, WE HOLD REGULAR MEETINGS WITH HEADS OF
DEPARTMENTS AND THEIR POLICY SECRETARIES TO REVIEW
SUCCESSION PLANNING, TO IDENTIFY OFFICERS WITH POTENTIAL
TO FILL SENIOR POSITIONS, AND TO DETERMINE HOW TO DEVELOP
THEIR POTENTIAL THROUGH SUCH THINGS AS SPECIAL MANAGEMENT
TRAINING AND SECONDMENT TO POLICY BRANCHES. FOR EXAMPLE,
IN THE CURRENT FINANCIAL YEAR WE ARE SENDING ABOUT 40 SUCH
OFFICERS ON SPECIAL MANAGEMENT COURSES OVERSEAS AND

- SECONDMENTS TO POLICY BRANCHES. THIS NUMBER WILL INCREASE
TO 560 IN THE NEXT FINANCIAL YEAR.

OVER THE YEARS, WE HAVE DEVELOPED A POOL OF PROMISING
YOUNG OFFICERS AND ARE ACTIVELY GROOMING THEM. MANY OF
THEM ARE NOW READY TO TAKE ON HIGHER RESPONSIBILITIES.
UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE EARLY RETIREMENT OF SOME
SENIOR OFFICERS, THOUGH A REGRETTABLE LOSS OF EXPERIENCE,
IS AN OPPORTUNITY FOR REGENERATION.

TO CONCLUDE, WHILE I DO NOT WANT TO UNDERESTIMATE THE POTENTIAL
PROBLEM, I BELIEVE THAT WE HAVE A WELL-ESTABLISHED SYSTEM TO ENABLE US
TO COPE SHOULD THE PROBLEM ARISE. WE WILL CLOSELY MONITOR THE
SITUATION AND ENHANCE THE VARIOUS STEPS WE ARE TAKING WITH THE AIM OF
ENSURING STABILITY AND CONTINUITY OF THE CIVIL SERVICE BOTH BEFORE AND
AFTER 1997. 5 '

/APPLICATIONS FOR
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APPLICATIONS FOR RETIREMENT RECEIVED SINCE 1.4.94
Officers aged 50 or T
who have applied for retirement under OPS)

S

Applications Received since 1.4.199%4
(Officers aged 50 or above and
vho have applied for retirement under OPS)

Local
MPS 3449

Overseas
wPs 3449
[ 1)

Local
Directorate

Overseas
Directorate

Architectural Services Department

Mriculture and Fisheries Department

l Audit Department -
Auxiliary Medical Services

J Buildings Department

Census and Statistics Department

City and New Territories Administration
Clvil Service Training Centre

Civil Aviation Department
“Civil Aid Services

Civil Engineering Department
Cowpanies Registry

Correctional Services Department
Custoins and Excise Department
Department of Health

Drainage Services Departrmé
Education Department

Electrical and Mechanical Services
Departnent

Envircomental Protection Department
Pire Services Department

Government Laboratory

Govermment Supplies Department
Goverrment Property Agency

Govermment

Government Secretariat
Government Land Transport Agency
Higliways Department
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Applications Received since 1.4.19%4
(Officers aged 50 or above and
who have applied for retirement under OPS)

Local
HPS 449

Overseas
MPs 3449

Local
Directorate

Overseas
Directorate

Hong Kong Mopetary Authority

-

Hospital Services Department

Housing Department

Immigration Department

Independent Commission Against Corruption

Industry Department

Information Technology Services Department

Information Services Department

Inland Revenue Department

Intellectual Property Department

Judiciary

|| Labour Department.

-Land-Registry

Lands Department

Legal Aid Department

Legal Department

Marine Department

Office of the Telecommmications Authority

Qffice of the Commissicoer for
Administrative Camplaints

Official Receiver's Office

Planning Department

Planning, Envircrment and Dands Branch/
Works Branch

Police Complaints Committee

Post Office

Printing Department

Radio Television Hog Kong

Rating and Valuation Department

Racreation and Culture Branch

Regional Services Department

Royal Hong Fong Regiment (The Volunteers)




Department/Branch

Applications Received since 1.4.199%
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Ay T

(Officers aged 50 or above and

viho have applied for retirement under OPS)

Local
MPS 3449

Overseas
M8 3449

Local
Directorate

Overseas
Directorate

Royal Hong Fong Police Force

5

Royal Chservatory

Sendor Staff Course Centre

Social Welfare Department

Student Financial Assigtance Agency

Tecimical Educaticn and Industrial Training
Department :

Telavision and Entertainment Licensing
Authority

Territory Development Department

Transport Department

Treasury-

.University and Polytechmic Grants—Coamittes

Urban Services Department

Water Supplies Department

Grand Total
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LAND FOR PUBLIC RENTAL HOUSING
f 1% 8

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON FREDERICK FUNG KIN-KEE AND A
REPLY BY THE ACTING SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND LANDS, MR
CANICE MAK, IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : AS ONLY 14 OF THE 323 HECTARES OF ADDITIONAL LAND GENERATED
FROM THE WEST KOWLOON RECLAMATION PROJECT HAVE BEEN
ALLOCATED FOR PUBLIC RENTAL HOUSING, WILL THE GOVERNMENT
INFORM THIS COUNCIL WHETHER THE HOUSING AUTHORITY HAS MADE
ANY REQUEST TO THE GOVERNMENT FOR MORE LAND TO BE ALLOCATED
UNDER THE WEST KOWLOON RECLAMATION PROJECT FOR THE
DEVELOPMENT OF PUBLIC RENTAL HOUSING; IF SO, WHAT 18 THE

OUTCOME?

ANSWER:

MR PRESIDENT,

OF THE 28.6 HA. EARMARKED FOR RESIDENTIAL PURPOSE UNDER THE
WEST KOWLOON RECLAMATION OUTLINE ZONING PLAN, TWO SITES MEASURING 13
HA. HAVE BEEN ALLOCATED TO THE HOUSING AUTHORITY FOR PUBLIC HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT. IN ORDER TO INCREASE PUBLIC HOUSING SUPPLY IN THE URBAN
AREA, THE GOVERNMENT HAS AGREED TO INCREASE THE PRODUCTION CAPACITY OF
ONE OF THESE TWO SITES BY 25% FROM 5,250 FLATS TO 7,000 FLATS. THE
HOUSING DEPARTMENT'S FURTHER REQUEST TO GOVERNMENT FOR ADDITIONAL LAND
IN WEST KOWLOON RECLAMATION IS BEING REVIEWED IN THE CONTEXT OF A
STUDY ON THE DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL OF THE WEST KOWLOON RECLAMATION TO
BE COMMISSIONED BY THE TERRITORY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT. THE
PRELIMINARY RESULTS OF THE STUDY WILL BE AVAILABLE BY MID 1995.

e By S

MANPOWER AND TRAINING OF TEACHERS
t % % % %

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON TIK CHI-YUEN AND A REPLY BY
THE SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER, MR MICHAEL LEUNG, IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY ) &

QUESTION : REGARDING THE UPGRADING OF NON-GRADUATE TEACHING POSTS 1IN
SECONDARY SCHOOLS TO GRADUATE LEVEL, WILL THE GOVERNMENT
INFORM THIS COUNCIL

(A) OF THE PROPORTION OF GRADUATE TEACHERS TO NON-GRADUATE

TEACHERS 1IN THE EXISTING ESTABLISHMENT OF GOVERNMENT
AND SUBSIDIZED SECONDARY SCHOOLS;

/(B) WHETHER, WITH




REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,

(A)
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WHETHER, WITH AN INCREASING NUMBER OF DEGREE HOLDERS
AND CERTIFICATED MASTERS/MISTRESSES OBTAINING DEGREES,
THE GOVERNMENT HAS ANY PLAN TO ADJUST THE PROPORTION

~REFERRED TO 1IN (A) ABOVE, IF SO, WHAT THE SPECIFIC

TARGET IS?

WHAT MEASURES DOES THE GOVERNMENT HAVE TO ENCOURAGE
SERVING CERTIFICATED MASTERS/MISTRESSES (CM) TO TAKE
DEGREE COURSES IN ORDER TO BECOME GRADUATE TEACHERS;
IF SUCH MEASURES ARE NOT IN PLACE, WHAT THE REASONS
ARE? -

AT PRESENT, THE RATIO OF GRADUATE TO NON-GRADUATE
TEACHERS IN GRAMMAR AND TECHNICAL SECONDARY SCHOOLS IN
THE PUBLIC SECTOR IS 7 : 3 WHILE THAT IN PREVOCATIONAL
SCHOOLS IS 1 : 1.

THE GOVERNMENT IS COMMITTED TO INCREASING THE NUMBER
OF GRADUATE TEACHERS IN SECONDARY SCHOOLS. SINCE
1993-94, PUBLIC SECTOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS HAVE BEEN
CREATING ADDITIONAL GRADUATE POSTS THROUGH THE
CONVERSION OF NON-GRADUATE POSTS TO GRADUATE STATUS.
THE EXERCISE PROVIDES EACH SCHOOL WITH TWO ADDITIONAL
GRADUATE POSTS 1IN 1994-95 AND ONE FURTHER GRADUATE
POST IN EACH OF THE TWO SUBSEQUENT YEARS, GIVING A
TOTAL OF SOME 1,600 ADDITIONAL GRADUATE POSTS. THE
NECESSARY RESOURCES HAVE ALSO BEEN SECURED TO PROVIDE
ONE ADDITIONAL GRADUATE TEACHER PER SCHOOL TO 99
SCHOOLS, WHICH HAVE A HIGHER PROPORTION OF LOW
ACHIEVERS, OVER A 4-YEAR PERIOD COMMENCING IN 1993-94.

THE GOVERNMENT ENCOURAGES SERVING TEACHERS TO ATTEND
COURSES RELEVANT TO THEIR DUTIES WITH A VIEW TO
ENHANCING THEIR OVERALL PROFESSIONAL COMPETENCE.
SERVING NON-GRADUATE TEACHERS WISHING TO TAKE FULL-
TIME DEGREE COURSES MAY, SUBJECT TO THE RECOMMENDATION
OF THEIR EMPLOYERS, BE GRANTED NO-PAY STUDY LEAVE TO
DO SO. STUDY LEAVE WITH PAY OF NOT EXCEEDING ONE YEAR
MAY ALSO BE GRANTED TO A LIMITED NUMBER OF SCHOOL
HEADS AND TEACHERS FOR THE SAME PURPOSE.
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PLUG AND ADAPTOR SAFETY
¥ ¥ ¥ *x x

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON JAMES TIEN AND A REPLY BY
THE SECRETARY FOR ECONOMIC SERVICES, MR GORDON SIU, IN THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY): 4

QUESTION : UNDER SECTION 4 OF THE PLUGS AND ADAPTORS (SAFETY)
REGULATION, WHICH WILL COME INTO EFFECT ON 23 MARCH 1995, A
PLUG OR AN ADAPTOR FOR THE PURPOSE OF SALE OR HIRE SHALL
CONFORM TO THE SAFETY STANDARDS STIPULATED IN SCHEDULE 2 OF
THE REGULATION. THE MAJORITY OF THESE STANDARDS FOLLOW
THOSE THAT ARE ADOPTED IN BRITAIN. TO COMPLY WITH THIS
REGULATION, LOCAL MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS HAVE TO REFIT
PRODUCTS MANUFACTURED LOCALLY OR IMPORTED FROM OTHER
COUNTRIES WHICH DO NOT MEET THE BRITISH STANDARDS,
RESULTING IN HIGHER COSTS WHICH CAN LEAD TO HIGHER PRICES.
IN VIEW OF THIS, WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL

(A) OF THE REASONS WHY MOST OF THE STANDARDS
STIPULATED 1IN THE REGULATION FOLLOW BRITISH SAFETY
STANDARDS, RATHER THAN THOSE OF OTHER COUNTRIES;
AND

WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT WILL TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE
SAFETY STANDARDS OF VARIOUS COUNTRIES IN DRAWING
UP A SET OF STANDARDS APPLICABLE TO HONG KONG ?

REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,

THE PLUGS AND ADAPTORS (SAFETY) REGULATION WAS MADE IN RESPONSE
TO PUBLIC CONCERN OVER THE STANDARD OF SAFETY OF PLUGS AND ADAPTORS ON
THE MARKET IN HONG KONG. TESTS CARRIED OUT BY THE CONSUMER COUNCIL
SHOWED THAT THE MAJORITY OF PLUGS AND ADAPTORS AVAILABLE LOCALLY
FAILED TO MEET SAFETY STANDARDS IN RESPECT OF SUCH FACTORS AS
RESISTANCE TO OVERHEATING, INSULATION, BREAKAGE AND DIMENSIONAL
ACCURACY, ETC.

THE REGULATION LAYS DOWN COMPREHENSIVE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR
ALL AREAS OF PLUG DESIGN TO A SPECIFICATION THAT IS COMPATIBLE WITH
THE SOCKET SYSTEMS AND ELECTRICITY SUPPLY IN HONG KONG. SOME OF THESE
STANDARDS HAPPEN TO BE THOSE DRAWN UP IN BRITAIN, BUT IN FACT THESE
STANDARDS ARE NOW ADOPTED BY MANY COUNTRIES, AND THEY HAVE ACTUALLY
STOOD THE TEST OF TIME.

/WHILST OTHER
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WHILST OTHER COUNTRIES MAY HAVE PLUGS AND ADAPTORS WHICH MATCH
BRITISH STANDARDS IN TERMS OF SAFETY, THEY CANNOT BE USED IN HONG KONG
BECAUSE THEY DO NOT MATCH OUR ELECTRICAL SOCKET AND SUPPLY SYSTEM.

MR PRESIDENT, AS MR TIEN HAS POINTED OUT, IT WILL BE NECESSARY
FOR SOME PRODUCTS TO BE FITTED WITH NEW PLUGS ONCE THE REGULATION
COMES INTO EFFECT. THIS SHOULD BE A TRANSITIONAL SITUATION AS IN THE
FUTURE I WOULD EXPECT THE TRADE ONLY ‘TO' ORDER STOCK FITTED WITH PLUGS
MEETING THE PRESCRIBED STANDARDS. IMPLEMENTATION OF THE A REGULATION
HAS BEEN DEFERRED UNTIL MARCH 1995 TO ENABLE THE TRADE TO ADJUST TO

THE NEW REQUIREMENTS.

i TSN S e

SAFETY OF CHILDREN RIDING BICYCLES
X X %X x X

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON MRS PEGGY LAM AND A REPLY BY
THE SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT, MR HAIDER BARMA, 1IN THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : IN ORDER TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF CHILDREN - IN  RIDING
BICYCLES, WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL

(A) WHETHER CONSIDERATION WILL BE GIVEN TO REQUIRING
CHILDREN TO WEAR HELMETS WHEN RIDING BICYCLES; AND

(B) WHAT MEASURES ARE IN PLACE TO ENFORCE THE REGULATION
PROHIBITING CHILDREN FROM RIDING BICYCLES BEYOND
CYCLING TRACKS?

REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,

(A) THE POLICE HAVE ADVISED THAT CYCLING BY YOUNG CHILDREN
ON ROADS IS NOT A MAJOR PROBLEM.

WE CONDUCT PERIODIC REVIEWS OF THE ROAD TRAFFIC
ORDINANCE (CAP 374) AND THE ROAD USERS’ GUIDE, 1IN
CONSULTATION WITH BOTH THE TRANSPORT - DEPARTMENT AND
THE' POLICE AND IN THE COURSE OF SUCH REVIEWS WE TAKE

INTO ACCOUNT THE PROBLEMS EXPERIENCED, OPERATIONAL
REQUIREMENTS AND RELATED SAFETY MATTERS. WE HAVE
CONCLUDED THAT THERE IS NO NEED TO LEGISLATE TO
REQUIRE CHILDREN TO WEAR HELMETS WHEN RIDING BICYCLES.

SECTION 54 OF THE ROAD TRAFFIC ORDINANCE DEALS WITH
RESTRICTIONS ON THE HIRE AND RIDING OF BICYCLES. THIS
ALLOWS FOR THE RENTAL OF BICYCLES TO CHILDREN AND FOR
THEM © TO RIDE ON CYCLE TRACKS OR 1IN DESIGNATED  PARKS.
HOWEVER, THE LAW 1S QUITE EXPLICIT THAT IT IS AN
OFFENCE FOR ANY PERSON TO RENT A CYCLE TO A CHILD
UNDER 11 YEARS OF AGE OR TO PERMIT AN UNACCOMPANIED
CHILD TO RIDE A CYCLE OUTSIDE SUCH AREAS.

e e e
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LAW TO CONTROL AMUSEMENT RIDES
¥ X ¥ X %

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON MRS SELINA CHOW AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR RECREATION AND CULTURE, MR JAMES
SO, IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY ) :

QUESTION:

IN RESPONSE TO ENQUIRIES CONCERNING AN ACCIDENT INVOLVING A
MULTI-AXIS CHAIR INSIDE THE SPACE MUSEUM EARLIER, THE SECRETARY FOR
RECREATION AND CULTURE POINTED OUT THAT IT WAS NOT NECESSARY FOR
MANUAL OPERATED RIDES TO BE PUT UNDER LEGISLATIVE CONTROL. HOWEVER,
ANOTHER OFFICIAL OF THE RECREATION AND CULTURE  BRANCH SUBSEQUENTLY
INDICATED THAT THE ADMINISTRATION WAS EXAMINING WHETHER THERE WAS A
NEED TO AMEND THE RELEVANT LEGISLATION SO AS TO BRING THE SAFETY OF
MANUAL OPERATED RIDES UNDER CONTROL. 1IN VIEW OF THIS, WILL THE

GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL:

(A) WHETHER CONSIDERATION HAS ACTUALLY BEEN GIVEN TO AMENDING
THE LEGISLATION SO THAT MANUAL OPERATED RIDES WILL BE PUT
UNDER CONTROL:; IF SO, WHEN WILL AMENDMENTS BE INTRODUCED;
IF NOT, WHAT THE REASONS ARE; AND

WHAT MEASURES WILL BE TAKEN TO ENSURE THE OPERATIONAL
SAFETY OF THESE MANUAL OPERATED RIDES?

THE ADMINISTRATION ORIGINALLY CONSIDERED THAT MANUALLY OPERATED
AMUSEMENT RIDES COULD BE CONTROLLED ADMINISTRATIVELY THROUGH ADOPTING
THE MEASURES SIMILAR TO THOSE DESCRIBED BELOW. HOWEVER, AFTER VERY
CAREFUL EXAMINATION, IT IS FOUND THAT THIS WOULD NOT BE EFFECTIVE AS
THERE WOULD BE NO LEGAL SANCTIONS AGAINST OFFENCES. THE
ADMINISTRATION HAS THEREFORE DECIDED TO BRING SUCH RIDES UNDER
LEGISLATIVE CONTROL. WE INTEND TO PROPOSE THE NECESSARY LEGISLATIVE
AMENDMENTS TO THE RELEVANT ORDINANCE BEFORE THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

IN EARLY 1995.

IT IS PROPOSED TO INTRODUCE TWO. MEASURES TO ENSURE THE SAFETY
OF MANUALLY OPERATED AMUSEMENT RIDES. FIRST, THE DIRECTOR OF
ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL SERVICES ("THE DIRECTOR") WILL BE EMPOWERED
TO ISSUE TO OWNERS/OPERATORS OF THESE RIDES A SET OF SAFETY

REQUIREMENTS ON: -

(A) OWNERS/OPERATORS TO SEEK THE DIRECTOR’S APPROVAL OF THE
OPERATION MANUALS AND PROCEDURES OF THESE RIDES BEFORE
THEY START TO OPERATE;

/(B) THE DIRECTOR'S
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THE DIRECTOR'S APPROVAL OF DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS ISSUED
BY OWNERS TO OPERATORS ON ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN IN CASE OF
ACCIDENTS, FIRE OR MALFUNCTIONS OF THESE RIDES;

(C) THE PROVISION OF FIRST-AID FACILITIES AND TRAINED FIRST-
AIDERS; AND

(D) THE CARRYING OUT OF PERIODIC EXAMINATION AND MAINTENANCE
BY APPROVED PERSONNEL.

IN ADDITION, OFFICERS OF THE ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL SERVICES
DEPARTMENT SHALL BE EMPOWERED TO INSPECT THESE RIDES TO ENSURE THAT
THE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS: ARE FOLLOWED AND THAT THESE RIDES ARE
MAINTAINED IN GOOD CONDITIONS.

ANY OWNERS/OPERATORS FOUND BREACHING THE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS
ISSUED BY THE DIRECTOR WILL BE COMMITTING AN OFFENCE AND WILL BE
LIABLE TO PENALTIES ON CONVICTION.

i e RN Sl

CONSTRUCTION OF PRIMARY SCHOOL IN KWUN TONG
X % ¥ %

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON FRED LI WAH-MING AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER, MR MICHAEL
LEUNG, IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : THE GOVERNMENT ' AND THE RESIDENTS OF LAM TIN HAVE BEEN
INVOLVED IN A CONTROVERSY OVER THE LATTER’S DEMAND FOR THE
CONSTRUCTION OF A PRIMARY SCHOOL ON A SITE AT HONG PAK
COURT, LAM TIN, KWUN TONG FOR AROUND HALF-A-YEAR'S TIME.
IT IS LEARNT THAT THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT HAS CONDUCTED A
FEASIBILITY STUDY OF THE LOCATION OF THE SCHOOL AND
COMPLETED A REPORT ON THE STUDY. IT IS ALSO KNOWN THAT,
BECAUSE < OF THE HIGHER SITE FORMATION COST AT THE HONG PAK
COURT SITE, THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT HAS DECIDED TO BUILD
THE PRIMARY SCHOOL ON A SITE BEHIND THE BUDDIST HO NAM KAM

_PRE-VOCATIONAL COLLEGE AND RETURN THE SITE AT HONG PAK
COURT TO THE HOUSING DEPARTMENT FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF AN
ADDITIONAL 'BLOCK OF HOME OWNERSHIP SCHEME FLATS. 1IN THIS
CONNECTION, WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL:

(A) OF THE REASONS WHY THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT HAS NOT
DISCLOSED THE CONTENTS OF THE REPORT TO THE RESIDENTS
OF LAM TIN AND THE KWUN TONG DISTRICT BOARD SO AS TO
SEEK THEIR VIEWS;

WHETHER, 1IN THE LIGHT OF THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT'S
DECISION TO BUILD THE SCHOOL ON THE SITE BEHIND THE
PRE-VOCATIONAL COLLEGE, THE GOVERNMENT HAS CONSIDERED
OTHER LESS EXPENSIVE MODES OF CONSTRUCTION ON THE
ORIGINAL  SITE SUCH AS BUILDING THE SCHOOL BY USING
PILLARS TO SUPPORT THE PLATFORM; AND

/(C) FROM THE
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MR PRESIDENT,

(A)
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FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE SELECTION OF SITE, WHICH
OF THE TWO SITES MENTIONED ABOVE IS MORE ACCESSIBLE TO
SCHOOL CHILDREN LIVING NEARBY?

THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT HAS CHOSEN THE KO CHIU ROAD
SITE FOR THE NEW PRIMARY SCHOOL ON THE BASIS OF THE
PROFESSIONAL ADVICE RECEIVED FROM THE WORKS
DEPARTMENTS. THE REASONS FOR THE DECISION WERE
SUBSEQUENTLY EXPLAINED IN FULL TO RESIDENTS OF HONG

PAK COURT.

THE SITE AT HONG PAK COURT WAS NOT SUITABLE BECAUSE IT
IS SMALLER THAN THE PRESENT DAY REQUIREMENT FOR A
PRIMARY SCHOOL. IT WOULD ALSO REQUIRE COMPLICATED
SITE FORMATION WORK AND CONSEQUENTLY LONGER

CONSTRUCTION TIME AND HIGHER COST.

THE SCHOOL IN QUESTION IS ONE OF FOUR PRIMARY SCHOOLS
TO BE BUILT FOR THE SCHOOL ZONE IN WHICH HONG PAK
COURT IS LOCATED. IT IS SCHEDULED FOR COMPLETION IN
1998. THREE OTHER NEW PRIMARY SCHOOLS WILL BE
COMPLETED BY 1996 AND TWO OF THEM WILL BE QUITE CLOSE

TO HONG PAK COURT.
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ROLE OF HEALTH DEPARTMENT IN MEDICAL SERVICES
2P X X ¥ %

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY DR THE HON CONRAD LAM KUI-SHING AND
A WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE, MRS KATHERINE
FOK, IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION

WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL OF THE FOLLOWING

(A)

HOW DOES THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH COMMUNICATE WITH
PRIVATE HOSPITALS; HOW MANY STAFF ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR
SUCH WORK AND WHAT ARE THE POSTS HELD BY THEM;

WHAT ROLE DOES THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH PLAY IN

HELPING PRIVATE HOSPITALS TO IMPROVE AND STRENGTHEN
THEIR MEDICAL SERVICES; AND;

/{C) WHETHER THERE
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WHETHER THERE ARE ANY STATISTICS REGARDING COMPLAINTS
AGAINST PRIVATE HOSPITALS IN THE PAST THREE YEARS; IF
SO, WHAT IS THE TOTAL NUMBER OF SUCH COMPLAINTS?

A DEDICATED TEAM IN THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH IS
RESPONSIBLE FOR DEALING WITH MATTERS RELATED TO
PRIVATE HOSPITALS. THIS TEAM COMPRISES A PRINCIPAL
MEDICAL OFFICER, A SENIOR NURSING OFFICER, A SENIOR
HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATOR AND A CLERICAL OFFICER.
ADDITIONAL SUPPORT IS BROUGHT IN, FOR EXAMPLE FROM THE
STATISTICS AND FINANCE UNITS, AS REQUIRED.

PRIVATE HOSPITALS ARE REQUIRED ANNUALLY TO COMPLETE A
QUESTIONNAIRE AND TO UNDERGO AN INSPECTION BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TEAM PRIOR TO THE RENEWAL OF
LICENCE. .THEY ALSO PROVIDE THE DEPARTMENT ON
REGULAR BASIS WITH STATISTICS ON HOSPITAL DISCHARGES,
BIRTHS, IMMUNIZATION AND NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS
DISEASES.

PRIVATE HOSPITALS CAN APPROACH THE DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH FOR ADVICE ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND OTHER RELEVANT
ISSUES. THE DEPARTMENT WILL ALSO CONTACT THESE
INSTITUTIONS AND DISSEMINATE GUIDELINES AND PROCEDURES
WHICH ARE RELEVANT TO HOSPITAL PRACTICES AS AND WHEN
NECESSARY.

THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH WILL -

ENSURE THAT THAT CONDITIONS PRESCRIBED UNDER THE
HOSPITALS, NURSING HOMES AND _-MATERNITY HOMEGS
REGISTRATION ORDINANCE (CAP. 165) ARE FULFILLED
BEFORE A LICENCE IS ISSUED OR RENEWED;

PROVIDE COMMENTS ON NEW OR EXTENSION PROJECTS;

DISSEMINATE GUIDELINES OR' ADVISORY NOTES ON
PROCEDURES WHICH '+ ARE RELEVANT TO HOSPITAL
PRACTICES, SUCH AS5 OXYGEN GAS SUPPLY,
REGISTRATION OF PROFESSIONALS, SILICONE GEL
BREAST IMPLANTS ETC; AND

PROVIDE ADVICE ON PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUES, SUCH AS
HIV/AIDS, PLAGUE ETC.

IN THE PAST THREE YEARS,: THREE  COMPLAINTS AGAINST
PRIVATE 'HOSPITALS WERE REFERRED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH.
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OPERATION OF AUTOTOLL SYSTEM
¥ X X % X

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY DR THE HON CONRAD LAM KUI-SHING AND
A WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR TRANSPORT, MR HAIDER BARMA, 1IN
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : REGARDING THE OPERATION OF THE AUTOMATIC TOLL COLLECTION
SYSTEM IN ROAD TUNNELS, WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS

COUNCIL

({A) OF THE NUMBER OF VEHICLES USING THE SYSTEM IN THE PAST
TWO YEARS;

(B) OF THE 1INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ARISING FROM THE
OPERATION OF THE SYSTEM IN THE PAST TWO YEARS;

(C) WHETHER MOTORISTS NOT USING THE SYSTEM ARE
INCONVENIENCED BY THE REDUCTION IN TOLL LANES AS A
RESULT OF THE INTRODUCTION.OF THE SYSTEM;

WHETHER THERE 1S ANY SURPLUS IN THE OPERATING ACCOUNT
OF THE SYSTEM; IF SO, WHETHER THE TUNNEL COMPANY
CONCERNED WILL CONSIDER REDUCING THE MONTHLY FEES FOR
USERS; IF NOT, WHY NOT; AND

OF THE NUMBER OF USERS REQUIRED IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE A
BALANCE IN THE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE OF THE SYSTEM?

REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,
THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

(A) THE AUTOTOLL SYSTEM WAS INTRODUCED AT THE CROSS HARBOUR
TUNNEL AND THE ABERDEEN TUNNEL ON 1 AUGUST 1993, AND AT
THE LION ROCK TUNNEL ON 28 AUGUST 1994. BY THE END OF
OCTOBER 1994, 47,060 VEHICLE TAGS HAD BEEN ISSUED, USABLE
AT ALL THREE TUNNELS, COMPARED WITH 23,790 TAGS AS AT THE
END OF LAST YEAR.

THE SYSTEM WAS IMPLEMENTED BY THE AUTOPASS COMPANY LTD
WITH THE AGREEMENT OF THE TUNNEL OPERATORS. THE COMPANY
IS SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE INSTALLATION, OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE OF THE SYSTEM. FOR COMMERCIAL REASONS, IT IS
NOT PREPARED TO DISCLOSE THE DETAILS OF ITS INCOME AND
EXPENDITURE. HOWEVER, THE COMPANY - -HAS ADVISED THAT IT HAS
INVESTED MORE THAN $20 MILLION IN THE AUTOTOLL SYSTEM,
WHICH IS STILL OPERATING AT A LOSS.

/(C) 1IN PERMITTING
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IN PERMITTING THE INTRODUCTION OF THE AUTOTOLL SYSTEM,
ADMINISTRATION HAS BEEN VERY CONSCIOUS OF THE NEED
ENSURE THAT MOTORISTS USING THE NORMAL TOLL LANES ARE

UNDULY INCONVINCED. THE TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT MONITORS
SITUATION VERY CAREFULLY AND HAS CONFIRMED THAT

PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS ARE SATISFACTORY. INDEED, VERY

COMPLAINTS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FROM MOTORISTS.

THE AUTOPASS COMPANY LTD HAS STATED THAT IT IS OPERATING
AT A LOSS, AND THAT IT HAS NO PLANS AT PRESENT TO REDUCE
THE $20 MONTHLY ADMINISTRATION CHARGE.

AGAIN, FOR COMMERCIAL REASONS, THE AUTOPASS COMPANY LTD IS
NOT PREPARED TO REVEAL THE NUMBER OF USERS REQUIRED TO
BALANCE INCOME AND EXPENDITURE, BUT STATES IT IS FAR FROM
REACHING BREAK EVEN POINT.

ot s e st LR

TRAFFIC CONTROL FOR OVERSEAS DIGNITARIES
¥ ¥ X X X

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON EMILY LAU AND A WRITTEN
REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR SECURITY, MR ALISTAIR ASPREY, IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : THERE HAVE BEEN OCCASIONS RECENTLY WHEN THE GOVERNMENT HAVE
HAD TO CLOSE CERTAIN ROADS TO FACILITATE VISITING FOREIGN
DIGNITARIES TO TOUR THE TERRITORY, THUS CAUSING SERIOUS
TRAFFIC CONGESTION. IN VIEW OF THIS, WILL THE GOVERNMENT
INFORM THIS COUNCIL

(A) OF THE SORTS OF FOREIGN DIGNITARIES IN RESPECT OF WHOM
ARRANGEMENTS WILL BE MADE FOR THE CLOSURE OF ROADS
WHEN THEY ARE TOURING THE TERRITORY;

(B) OF THE NUMBER OF SUCH FOREIGN DIGNITARIES VISITING OR
TOURING HONG KONG IN 1994; WHETHER THE EXPENSES
INCURRED ARE MET BY PUBLIC FUNDS;

OF THE DETAILS CONCERNING THE CLOSURE OF ROADS FOR
SUCH PURPOSE DURING THE YEAR (INCLUDING THE NAME AND
TITLE OF THE FOREIGN DIGNITARIES, THE NAME OF ROADS
CLOSED, TOGETHER WITH THE EXACT DATE AND TIME OF
CLOSURE) ;

OF THE REASONS WHY THE GOVERNMENT HAS TO CLOSE THE
ROADS DURING THE TOURS OF FOREIGN DIGNITARIES; AND

WHETHER CONSIDERATION WILL BE GIVEN TO CANCELLING SUCH
ARRANGEMENTS?

/REPLY




REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,

(A)

DATE (IN 1994)

6-10 MARCH

19 APRIL

1-9 MAY

17 JULY

15-16 SEPTEMBER
14-21 OCTOBER
28-29 OCTORBER
7-9 NOVEMBER

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1994

THE POLICE IMPLEMENT SHORT TERM TRAFFIC CONTROL
ARRANGEMENTS TO FACILITATE TRAVEL BY MEMBERS OF THE
ROYAL FAMILY, HEADS OF STATE, HEADS OF GOVERNMENT, AND
OTHER SENIOR GOVERNMENT VISITORS BETWEEN DESTINATIONS
IN THE TERRITORY. THESE SHORT TERM TRAFFIC CONTROL
ARRANGEMENTS USUALLY LAST FOR LESS THAN TWO MINUTES IN
ANYONE LOCATION. DISRUPTION TO THE USUAL FLOW OF
TRAFFIC IS KEPT TO A MINIMUM.

IN 1994, SPECIAL TRAFFIC CONTROL ARRANGEMENTS WERE
MADE FOR EIGHT OVERSEAS VISITORS. THE COST OF THESE
ARRANGEMENTS WAS MET BY PUBLIC FUNDS.

DETAILS OF THE EIGHT VISITS IN 19894 ARE ATTACHED AT
THE APPENDIX. THE POLICE DO NOT RETAIN INFORMATION ON
THE NAMES OF ALL THE ROADS AFFECTED, NOR THE DURATION
AND THE TIME OF SPECIAL TRAFFIC CONTROL ARRANGEMENTS.
COMPILING THIS INFORMATION WOULD REQUIRE EXTENSIVE
RESEARCH.

IT IS COMMON PRACTICE TO IMPLEMENT THIS SORT OF
TRAFFIC CONTROL TO FACILITATE THE TRAVEL OF OVERSEAS
DIGNITARIES AND TO ENSURE THEIR SECURITY. HONG KONG
IS NOT EXCEPTIONAL IN THIS REGARD.

THERE ARE NO PLANS TO CANCEL SUCH TRAFFIC CONTROL
ARRANGEMENTS .

APPENDIX

VISITS

HRH PRINCESS ROYAL

PRIME MINISTER OF PORTUGAL

DIRECTOR OF HK & MACAU OFFICE, LU PING
FOREIGN MINISTER OF PRC, QIAN QICHEN
FOREIGN & COMMONWEALTH SECRETARY, D HURD
HRH PRINCESS ALEXANDRA

VICE PRESIDENT OF INDIA, K R NARAYANAN
HRH PRINCE OF WALES

T e
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MEANS TO REDUCE TRAFFIC NOISE NUISANCE
X X X 5%

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON ZACHARY WONG WAI-YIN AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE ACTING SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND
LANDS, MR CANICE MAK, IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : A NUMBER OF MAJOR ROADS IN THE TERRITORY ARE LOCATED NEAR
RESIDENTIAL AREAS, AND THE NOISE GENERATED BY VARIOUS KINDS
OF PUBLIC TRANSPORT HAS CAUSED MUCH NUISANCE TO THE
RESIDENTS NEARBY. [N VIEW OF THIS, WILL THE GOVERNMENT
INFORM THIS COUNCIL:

(A) OF THE RESIDENTIAL AREAS WHICH ARE SITUATED NEAR MAJOR
ROADS AND WHERE THE LEVEL OF NOISE NUISANCE HAS
EXCEEDED THE STATUTORY LIMIT, THUS AFFECTING THE DAILY
LIVES OF THE RESIDENTS; AND

WHETHER THERE ARE ANY PLANS TO IMPROVE THE SITUATION,
SUCH AS BUILDING ADDITIONAL NOISE BARRIERS TO REDUCE
THE NUISANCE TO THE RESIDENTS; IF SO, WHAT ARE THE
SPECIFIC PROPOSALS AND IMPLEMENTATION TIMETABLES; I[F
NOT, WHAT THE REASONS ARE?Y

ANSWER :
MR PRESIDENT,

(A) THERE ARE NO STATUTORY LIMITS ON TRAFFIC NOILISE
GENERATED BY VEHICLES RUNNING ON ROADS. THE IMPACT OF
TRAFFIC NOISE ON RESIDENTIAL AREAS 1S BEST DEALT WITH
AT THE PLANNING STAGE BY ENSURING THAT SUITABLE
DISTANCES ARE MAINTAINED BETWEEN MAJOR ROADS AND NOISE
SENSITIVE DEVELOPMENTS. TO THIS END, THE HONG KONG
PLANNING STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES HAVE ADOPTED A NOISE
CRITERION OF 70 DB(A) L10 1(H) FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
NEW RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF NEW
ROADS NEAR EXISTING RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS. IN SUCH
CASES, THE ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DEPARTMENT LIAISES
WITH OTHER DEPARTMENTS TO WORK OUT MITIGATION MEASURES
TO MINIMISE THE IMPACT OF TRAFFIC NOISE WHEREVER
PRACTICABLE. THE TATE'S CAIRN TUNNEL APPROACH ROADS
NEAR CHOI HUNG ESTATE AND RICHLAND GARDENS IN KOWLOON
ARE GOOD EXAMPLES OF WHERE MITIGATION MEASURES - QUIET
ROAD SURFACING, BARRIERS AND COVERS - HAVE BEEN
INTRODUCED TO REDUCE THE NOISE IMPACT OF A NEW KROAD ON
EXISTING PREMISES.

/(B) THE GOVERNMENT
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THE GOVERNMENT IS CURRENTLY STUDYING THE FEASIBILITY
OF REDUCING THE NOISE PROBLEMS OF EXISTING ROADS. THE
STUDY WILL IDENTIFY THE ROADS THAT REQUIRE MITIGATION
MEASURES, THE POTENTIAL BENEFITS OF SUCH MEASURES,
TECHNICAL FEASIBILITY AND FINANCTAL [MPLICATIONS. THE
FINDINGS OF THE STUDY, WHICH WILL BE COMPLETED IN TWO
YEARS, WILL BE USED TO DETERMINE HOW THE NOISE
PROBLEMS SHOULD BE TACKLED.

IN THE MEANTIME, GOVERNMENT HAS APPLIED QUIET FRICTION
COURSE SURFACING AT 14 SITES TO REDUCE TRAFFIC NOISE
FROM MAJOR ROADS. A LIST OF THESE SITES IS AT- ANNEX
A. ANOTHER 4 SITES (ANNEX B) HAVE ALSO BEEN
[DENTIFIED RECENTLY AND FUNDS ARE BEING SOUGHT FOR THE
WORK. HOWEVER, IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT THIS MATERIAL
HAS LOW DURABILITY AND IS LESS EFFECTIVE IN NOISE
REDUCTION ON LOW SPEED ROADS .

/Annex A




WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1994

Completed Proposed
Location in Completion
date

Island Easbtern Corridor mid 1290 -
(in front of Provident
Centre)

Island Eastern Corridor
(in front of Tali On House)

Island Eastern Corridor
(in front of North Peoint

Estate)

Lung Cheung Road
(from Po Kong Village Road
to Ma Chai Hang Road)

West Kowlodn Corridor

(above Tung Chau Street from
Tai Kok Tsui Road to Tong
Mei Road)

West Kowloon Corridox
(above Tai Kok Tsui Road)

Eazt Kowloon Way
(between Chi Kiang Street
and Pak Kung Street)

East Kowloon Way
(between Chi Kiang Street
and Ma Hang Chung Road)

Prince Edward Road East early 1995
(near Choi Hung Estate)

West Kowloon Corridor
(between Tali Kok Tsuli Road &
Kiu Kong Street)

Kwun Tong Road early 1895
(between Ping Shek Estate &
Kai Yip Estate)

Frincess Margaret Road
(between Argyle Street and
Man Wan Road)

Tuen Mun Road
(neaxr On Ting Estate)

Tai Po Road
(near Wo Che Estate)

/Annex B
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Site HNo.

Location

HK4

Island Eastern Corridor near Ko Fung Court

K10

Kwun Tong Road near Telford Garden

-

Princess Margaret Road near Oi Man Estate

Tai Po Road near Wai Wah Centre
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EFFECTIVENESS OF EMPLOYEES RETRHRAINING SCHEME
¥ ¥ X X X

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON PANG CHUN-HOI AND A WRITTEN
REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER, MR MICHAEL LEUNG,
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : AS THE EMPLOYEES RETRAINING SCHEME HAS BEEN [N OPERATION
FOR ABOUT TWO YEARS, WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS
COUNCIL

(A) OF THE TOTAL NUMBER OF RETRAINEES SEEKING EMPLOYMENT
THROUGH THE LOCAL EMPLOYMENT SERVICE OF THE LABOUR
DEPARTMENT TO DATE; ©OF THESE, HOW MANY HAVE BEEN
SUCCESSFUL IN GETTING EMPLOYMENT; AND

WHETHER CONSIDERATION WILL BE GIVEN TO UNDERTAKING A
REVIEW OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE SCHEME, SO AS TO
ASCERTAIN IF THERE IS5 A NEED FOR THE CURRICULUM DESIGN
AND PLACEMENT ARRANGEMENT TO BE [MPROVED, THUS
RESULTING IN A MORE EFFECTIVE UTILISATION OF MANPOWER
AND A LARGER LABOUR FORCE IN THE TERRITORY?

REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,

(A) SINCE THE INTRODUCTION OF THE EMPLOYEES RETRAINING
SCHEME 1IN JULY 1992, AROUND 32,000 PEOPLE HAVE
COMPLETED OR ARE ATTENDING RETRAINING COURSES AS AT
THE END OF SEPTEMBER 1994. OF THOSE WHO HAVE
COMPLETED RETRAINING, 2,999 APPROACHED THE LABOUR
DEPARTMENT’S LOCAL EMPLOYMENT SERVICE (LES) FOR
PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE. OF THESE 2,999 RETRAINEES, 883
WERE PLACED BY LES, 1,961 EITHER INDICATED THAT THEY
HAD FOUND WORK OR DID NOT RESPOND TO JOB REFERRAL
ARRANGEMENTS BY LES, AND 155 ARE CURRENTLY BEING
HELPED BY LES TO GET A JOB.

/(B)] THE EFFECTIVENESS
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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE SCHEME IS UNDER CONTINUOUS
MONITORING. A REVIEW MECHANISM IS BUILT INTO THE
COURSE APPROVAL SYSTEM WHEREBY A REVIEW IS CONDUCTED
ON THE COURSE CURRICULUM, EMPLOYMENT RATE, AND COST
EFFECTIVENESS WHENEVER A TRAINING BODY SEEKS FUNDING
FROM THE EMPLOYEES RETRAINING BOARD TO REPEAT A
COURSE. TRAINING BODIES ARE ALSO SUBJECT TO REGULAR
REVIEW ON THE COST EFFECTIVENESS OF THEIR COURSES AS
'HEY ARE FUNDED ON A QUARTERLY BASTS. THIS MAKES THE
TRAINING BODIES MORE RESPONSIVE TO CHANGING MARKET
NEEDS AND TO COMPETITIVE PRICING FROM NEW COMERS.

WITH AN AVERAGE PLACEMENT RATE OF 70% OF THE ACTIVE
JOB SEEKERS, THE CURRENT PL ACEMENT ARRANGEMENT HAS ON
THE WHOLE FUNCTIONED SMOOTHLY . THE TRAINING BODIES
AND THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE
PLACEMENT SERVICES FOR RETRAINEES WHO HAVE
DIFFICULTIES IN FINDING JOBS.

SERVICES AVAILABLE TO IMPROVE LABOUR PRODUCTIVITY
X ¥ X ¥ X

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON HUANG CHEN-YA AND A WRITTEN
REPLY BY THE ACTING SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND INDUSTRY, MRS REGINA IP,
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (W EDNESDAY ) :

QUESTION : WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL

(A) OF THE PRODUCTIVITY OF THE LABOUR FORCE IN THE
FOLLOWING INDUSTRIES IN THE TERRITORY TEXTILES,
WATCHES AND CLOCKS, ELECTRONICS, RETAILING, BANKING,
HOTELS, CONSTRUCTION AND TRANSPORT;

HOW DOES THE LABOUR PRODUCTIVITY OF THESE INDUSTRIES
IN THE TERRITORY COMPARE WITH THAT IN MEMBER COUNTRIES
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR ECONOMIC COOP ERATION AND
DEVELOPMENT IN ASIA, EUROPE AND AMERICA; AND

WHETHER THERE [S ANY SPECIFIC PLAN TO IMPROVE THE
PRODUCTIVITY OF THESE INDUSTRIES IN THE TERRITORY?

ANSWER

ACCORDING TG THE LATEST AVAILABLE DATA (1992), LABOUR
PRODUCTIVITY I[N TERMS OF PER CAPITA VALUE ADDED WAS AS FOLLOWS
TEXTILES (HK$166,000), WATCHES AND CLOCKS (HK$197,000), ELECTRONICS
(HK$241,000), RETAILING (HK$125,000), HOTELS (HK$233,000), BANKING
(HK$720,000), CONSTRUCTION (HK$196,000) AND TRANSPORT (HK$246,000) .
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THESE FIGURES ARE DERIVED FROM A RATIO OF NET OUTPUT TO LABOUR
INPUT, AND DO NOT TAKE ACCOUNT OF OTHER FACTORS, SUCH AS CAPITAL
EMPLOYED. ACCORDINGLY, COMPARISONS BETWEEN INDUSTRIES MAY BE
MISLEADING, AS MAY BE COMPARISONS BETWEEN DIFFERENT ECONOMIES.
COMPARABLE UP-TO-DATE STATISTICS ARE NOT AVAILABLE FOR MOST ECONOMIES
AND MOST INDUSTRIES, BUT IN THE MANUFACTURING SECTOR 1IN 1989, PER
CAPITA VALUE ADDED AVERAGED HK$108,400 IN HONG KONG, HK$546,000 IN THE
UNITED STATES, AND HK$621,700 IN JAPAN. [N COMMERCE, WHICH INCLUDES
WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADES, AS WELL AS RESTAURANTS AND HOTELS, THE
CORRESPONDING FIGURES WERE HK$149,800, HK$243,400 AND HK$245,700,
WHILE 1IN TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS, THE FIGURES WERE HK$212,200,
HK$469,600 AND HK$407,900.

THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR IMPROVING PRODUCTIVITY LIES WITH
INDIVIDUAL BUSINESSES. HOWEVER, A WIDE VARIETY OF SERVICES AIMED AT
IMPROVING PRODUCTIVITY ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH PUBLIC SECTOR
ORGANISATIONS SUCH AS THE HONG KONG PRODUCTIVITY COUNCIL AND THE
VOCATIONAL TRAINING COUNCIL. 'HERE ARE ALSO MANY PRIVATE SECTOR
SUPPLIERS OF EQUIPMENT AND TRAINING COURSES DESIGNED TO HELP IMPROVE
PRODUCTIVITY.
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ENTRY INTO RESIDENTIAL UNITS BY GOVT OFFICERS
¥ £ % x X

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON ZACHARY WONG WAI-YIN AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR SECURITY, MR ALISTAIR ASPREY, IN
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : REGARDING THE MISTAKEN INTRUSION INTO RESIDENTIAL UNITS BY
GOVERNMENT OFFICERS OF LAW -ENFORCEMENT DEPARTMENTS IN THE
COURSE OF CRIME INVESTIGATION, WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM
THIS COUNCIL

(A) OF THE NUMBER OF SUCH CASES IN THE PAST THREE YEARS;
OF THIS, HOW MANY INVOLVED THE WOUNDING OF RESIDENTS
OR DAMAGE TO PRIVATE PROPERTY ;

OF THE REASONS IN GENERAL FOR SUCH MISTAKEN
INTRUSIONS; AND

WHAT FOLLOW-UP REMEDIAL ACTIONS ARE TAKEN BY THE LAW-
ENFORCING DEPARTMENTS; WHETHER APOLOGIES WILL BE MADE
AND COMPENSATION OFFERED; IF S0, WHAT ARE THE
PROCEDURES; IF NOT, WHAT ARE THE REASONS FOR NOT DOING
SO, AND WHETHER THE PEOPLE AFFECTED HAVE ANY CHANNELS
TO LODGE COMPLAINTS?

/REPLY
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REPLY

MR PRESIDENT,

I AM CONFINING THIS REPLY TO THE POLICE AND THE ICAC. SEVERAL
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES HAVE THE RIGHT TO ENTER RESIDENTIAL UNITS IN
CERTAIN CIRCUMSTANCES, BUT THE POWER IS SELDOM USED, EXCEPT BY THE
POLICE AND THE ICAC.

(A) NO STATISTICS ARE AVAILABLE OF THE NUMBER OF CASES WHERE
THE POLICE HAVE ENTERED RESIDENTIAL PREMISES BY MISTAKE IN
THE PAST THREE YEARS; BUT THE NUMBER OF CASES IS BELIEVED
TO BE VERY SMALL. THE ICAC HAS HAD FIVE SUCH CASES.

ENTRY BY MISTAKE MAY OCCUR WHEN INVESTIGATING CRIME,
BECAUSE OF ERRONEOUS INFORMATION, SUCH AS BEING GIVEN THE
WRONG ADDRESS. THE POLICE AND ICAC OFFICERS ARE EMPOWERED
TO ENTER PRIVATE PREMISES FOR THE DISCHARGE OF THEIR
STATUTORY DUTIES, UNDER WARRANTS ISSUED BY MAGISTRATES
COURTS, OR WITH THE CONSENT OF THE RESIDENTS, OR UNDER THE
AUTHORITY OF PARTICULAR ORDINANCES, SUCH AS THE PREVENTION
OF BRIBERY ORDINANCE.

APOLOGIES ARE GIVEN BY THE POLICE OR ICAC TO THE RESIDENTS
CONCERNED, IF THEY HAVE ENTERED PREMISES BY MISTAKE.
COMPENSATION MAY BE OFFERED, DEPENDING ON WHETHER THE
GOVERNMENT 18 LEGALLY LIABLE FOR ANY PERSONAL INJURIES OR
DAMAGE TO PROPERTY. COMPENSATION WAS PAID IN 16 CASES 1IN
THE PAST THREE YEARS FOR DAMAGE TO PRIVATE PROPERTY
ARISING FROM POLICE OPERATIONS.

CHANNELS OF COMPLAINTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR PERSONS AGGRIEVED BY
THE CONDUCT OF THE POLICE OR ICAC IN RESPECT OF ENTRY INTO PRIVATE
RESIDENTIAL PREMISES., IN THE CASE OF THE POLICE FORCE, ANY ALLEGATION
OF MISCONDUCT OR NEGLECT OF DUTY MAY BE DIRECTED TO THE COMPLAINTS
AGAINST POLICE OFFICE OR TO THE APPROPRIATE DISTRICT COMMANDER. IN
THE CASE OF ICAC, COMPLAINTS CAN BE DIRECTED TO THE ICAC COMPLAINTS
COMMITTEE.
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SEX EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ %

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON TIK CHI-YUEN AND A WRITTEN
REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR EDUCATION AND MANPOWER, MR MICHAEL LEUNG,
IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : REGARDING THE FINDINGS OF A RECENT STUDY BY THE CHINESE
UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG WHICH INDICATES A PRECOCITY OF THE
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT OF LOCAL CHILDREN, WILL THE GOVERNMENT
INFORM TH1S COUNCIL WHETHER:

(A) A REVIEW OF THE EXISTING CONTENTS AND MODES OF
PRESENTATION OF SEX EDUCATION COURSES IN BOTH PRIMARY
AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS WILL BE MADE;

THE TEACHING OF SEX EDUCATION WILL BE ADVANCED TO THE
PRE-PRIMARY V CLASSES?

REPLY

ME PRESIDENT,

(A) SEX EDUCATION [S PRESENTLY TAUGHT IN A NUMBER OF
SUBJECTS ON A CROSS CURRICULA BASIS IN BOTH PRIMARY
AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS. LT AIMS TO ENABLE SCHOOL
CHILDREN TO UNDERSTAND SEX AS PART OF A PERSON’S TOTAL
HEALTH AND WELL-BEING. THE CURRICULA ARE UNDER
REGULAR REVIEW AND CHANGES ARE INTRODUCED AS
NECESSARY. FOR EXAMPLE, THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT IS
CONDUCTING A SURVEY ON THE KNOWLEDGE AND ATTITUDE OF
SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS ON SEX AND SEX EDUCATION AND
INTENDS TO REVIEW 1ITS GUIDELINES ON THE SUBJECT ON THE
BASIS OF THE INFORMATION SO OBTAINED.

WHILE SUBJECTS CONTAINING ELEMENTS OF SEX EDUCATION
(E.G. HEALTH EDUCATION} ARE TAUGHT FROM PRIMARY 1
ONWARDS , PUPILS ARE TAUGHT THE PHYSICAL DIFFERENCES
BETWEEN THE SEXES AT PRIMARY 4. SOME SCHOOLS ALSO
PREPARE SPECIAL PROGRAMMES OR HOLD TALKS AND
DISCUSSION TO PREPARE PUPILS  FOR PUBERTY AND
ADOLESCENCE AT AROUND PRIMARY 5,
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POLICE CHARGES BASE ON EVIDENCE
: e SRNr SEE Ul

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY THE HON EMILY LAU WAI-HING AND A
WRITTEN REPLY BY THE SECRETARY FOR SECURITY, MR ALISTAIR APSREY, IN
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY ) :

QUESTION

REPLY

IT WAS LEARNT THAT THE POLICE OFFICER IN CHARGE OF THE
INVESTIGATION INTO THE RAPE CASES IN TUEN MUN HAD STATED
THAT THE POLICE HAD CHARGED A CITIZEN WITH RAPE AND ROBBERY
BECAUSE OF POLITICAL PRESSURE, ALTHOUGH TO HIS KNOWLEDGE
THERE WAS EVIDENCE INDICATING THE CHARGED MAN WAS INNOCENT.
WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCIL WHETHER:

(A) AN INQUIRY INTO SUCH STATEMENTS HAS BEEN CONDUCTED;
AND

(B) THE POLICE WILL, BECAUSE OF ANY PRESSURES, LAY A
CHARGE AGAINST SOMEONE EVEN WITHOUT SUFFICIENT
EVIDENCE: AND WHETHER THE PERSON CHARGED UNDER THOSE
CIRCUMSTANCES WILL BE COMPENSATED IF HE IS EVENTUALLY
FOUND NOT GUILTY?

MR PRESIDENT,

(A) AN INQUIRY INTO THE STATEMENTS MENTIONED IS BEING
CONDUCTED. THESE STATEMENTS WERE MADE BY AN OFFICER
INVOLVED IN THE INVESTIGATION, BUT NOT IN CHARGE OF
IT.

THE POLICE WILL NOT LAY CHARGES AGAINST ANYONE IN THE
ABSENCE OF SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE; TO DO SO WOULD AMOUNT
TO AN ABUSE OF THE PROCESS OF THE COURT.
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CONTAINER TERMINAL 9 PROJECT
¥ x ¥ ¥ %

FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY DR THE HON SAMUEL WONG PING-WAI AND
A WRITTEN REPLY BY THE ACTING SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND
LANDS, MR CANICE MAK, IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

QUESTION : THE GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED IN LATE 1982 THAT IT WOULD ENTER
INTO NEGOTIATION WITH THREE CONSORTIA ON THE CONSTRUCTION
OF FOUR BERTHS OF CONTAINER TERMINAL 9, INCLUDING DETAILED
ARRANGEMENTS OF THE PROJECT, LAND PREMIUM AND OTHER
MATTERS. HOWEVER, THE PROJECT HAS NOT YET BEEN FINALISED
UP TO THE PRESENT MOMENT. WILL THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS
COUNCIL:

(A) WHETHER ANY TENTATIVE AGREEMENT OR ORAL UNDERTAKING
HAS BEEN REACHED BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND THE THREE
CONSORTIA OVER THE TERMS OF THE PROJECTS, AND 1IF 8O
WHETHER THERE 1S ANY VALIDITY PERIOD FOR SUCH
AGREEMENT OR UNDERTAKING ; AND

WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT HAS ANY CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS
UNDER SUCH AGREEMENT OR UNDERTAKING?

ANSWER
MR PRESIDENT,

(A) GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCED IN LATE 1992 THAT IT WOULD EMBARK
UPON NEGOTIATIONS WITH A CONSORTIUM COMPRISING HONG
KONG INTERNATIONAL TERMINALS LTD, MODERN TERMINALS LTD
AND TSING YI CONTAINER TERMINAL HOLDINGS LTD ON THE
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF A PRIVATE TREATY GRANT FOR
CONTAINER TERMINAL 9. WE REACHED AGREEMENT WITH THE
CONSORTIUM IN JUNE 1994 ON A NON-COMMITTAL AND WITHOUT
PREJUDICE BASIS. NO FORMAL AGREEMENT HAS BEEN SIGNED
AND THERE 1S NO VALIDITY PERIOD FOR THE AGREEMENT
REACHED.

THE QUESTION OF CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS DOES NOT EXIST
AS EXPLAINED ABOVE.




LANDS,

QUESTION
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FUNDS FOR CONTAINER TERMINAL PROJECT
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FOLLOWING IS A QUESTION BY DR THE HON SAMUEL WONG PING-WAL AND
A WRITTEN REPLY BY THE ACTING SECRETARY FOR PLANNING, ENVIRONMENT AND

MR CANICE MAK, IN THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY):

REGARDING THE CONSTRUCTION OF CONTAINER TERMINAI 9, WILL

THE GOVERNMENT INFORM THIS COUNCLL:

(A)

ANSWER

MR

PRESIDENT,

(A)

OF THE AMOUNT OF FUNDS ALLOCATED BY THE GOVERNMENT FOR
THE ADVANCE WORKS AND THE PREPARATORY ARRANGEMENTS FOR
THE PROJECT , AND THE AMOUNT ALREADY SPENT FOR SUCH
PURPOSES; AND

WHETHER, AS THE FOUR BERTHS OF THE PROJECT CANNOT BE
FORMALLY AWARDED FOR COMMERCIAL OPERATION, THE
GOVERNMENT WILL CONSIDER THE IMMEDIATE APPROPRIATION
OF PUBLIC FUNDS TO CONSTRUCT THE FIRST AND SECOND
BERTHS, WITH A VIEW TO LEASING OR SELLING THESE BERTHS
TO CONTAINER OPERATORS AT AN APPROPRIATE TIME?

A TOTAL OF $3536 MILLION HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY THE
FINANCE COMMITTEE FOR THE PREPARATORY WORK FOR
CONTAINER TERMINAL 9 AND THE SUPPORTING
INFRASTRUCTURE . OF THIS AMOUNT, $809 MILLION IS FOR
THE DUPLICATE TSING YI SOUTH BRIDGE. TO DATE, $20
MILLION HAS BEEN SPENT ON PREPARTORY WORK FOR
CONTAINER TERMINAL 9 AND $37.7 MILLION FOR DUPLICATE
TSING YI SOUTH BRIDGE. A DETAILED BREAKDOWN IS
ANNEXED.

THE CONSTRUCTION OF ALL EIGHT EXISTING CONTAINER
TERMINALS 1IN HONG KONG HAVE BEEN CARRIED OUT BY
PRIVATE DEVELOPERS ON THE BASIS OF LAND GRANTS AWARDED
EITHER BY PRIVATE TREATY OR THROUGH A TENDER PROCESS
DEPENDING ON THE PARTICULAR CIRCUMSTANCES OF EACH CASE
AT THE " TIME, THESE ARRANGEMENTS HAVE PROVED VERY
EFFECTIVE. TO FINANCE THIS PROJECT USING PUBLIC FUNDS
[S NOT CONSIDERED TO BE COST EFFECTIVE OR FINANCIALLY
SOUND AT THE MOMENT, BECAUSE 1T WOULD TIE UP PUBLIC
FUNDS IN A PROJECT WHICH THE PRIVATE SECTOR 185 KNOWN
TO BE KEENLY INTERESTED IN FINANCING, AS HAS BEEN THE
CASES WITH ALL THE PREV1OUS TERMINALS.
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Approved Expenditure
Project Incurred
Title , Estimate (APE)  Up-to-date

Container Termunal No. 9 $2710M $3M
- engineering works for back-up area (see note 1)
and infrastructure

South East Tsing Yi port development. S17TM $17T™M
Planning and engineering feasibility
study for Container Terminal No. 9

Duplicate Tsing Yi South Bridge $785M $14.7M
(see note 2)

Duplicate Tsing Xi South Bridge $24M $23M
- consultants fee for design and site

. investigation

TOTAL

1) 3$3M spent for the ENPO consultancy study
2) 314.7M incurred for the interface work betwean DTYSB and Route 3
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MOTION ON OLD AGE PENSION SCHEME
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THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY (WEDNESDAY) PASSED A MOTION
MOVED BY THE HON TAM YIU-CHUNG ON THE OLD AGE PENSION SCHEME WITH
AMENDMENTS BY THE HON JAMES TIEN AFTER ABOUT FOUR HOURS OF HEATED
DEBATE.

MEANWHILE, THE MOTIONS MOVED RESPECTIVELY BY THE SECRETARY FOR
TRADE AND INDUSTRY AND THE SECRETARY FOR HEALTH AND WELFARE AMENDING
THE REGISTRATION OF PATENTS QRDINANCE AND AMENDING THE HOSPITALS,
NURSING HOMES AND MATERNITY HOMES REGISTRATION ORDINANCE WERE CARRIED.

TWO BILLS - THE PENSIONS ORDINANCUES (MISCELLANEOUS AMENDMENTS)
BILL 1994 AND THE ANIMALS AND PLANTS (PROTECTION OF ENDANGERED
SPECIES) (AMENDMENT) BILL 1994 WERE INTROUDCED FOR FIRST AND SECOND
READINGS.

IN ADDITION, MEMBERS ASKED A TOTAL OF 51X ORAL AND 13 WRITTEN
QUESTIONS DURING TODAY'S SITTING.






