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GOVERNOR'S LUNAR NEW YEAR MESSAGE 1988
X * ¥ % %

THE FOLLOWING 18 THE TEXT OF THE LUNAR NEW YEAR MESSAGE
DELIVERED THIS EVENING BY THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON:

"THE NEW YEAR 1S THE TRADITIONAI, TIME FOR FAMILIES TO BE
TOGETHER, TO CELEBRATE THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE PAST YEAR, AND TO LOOK
AHEAD TO THE FUTURE.

"WE IN HONG KONG ARE MEMBERS OF A VERY LARGE FAMILY - THE
COMMUNITY OF HONG KONG. THE NEW YEAR IS A GOOD TIME TO THINK ABOUT
WHERE WE HAVE GOT TO AS A COMMUNITY AND WHAT LTES IN STORE IN THE
YEARS AHEAD.

"THE PAST YEAR HAS BEEN ONE WHERE WE HAVE HAD OUR FAIR SHARE OF
BOTH SUCCESSES AND PROBLEMS. ’

"WE MUST NEVER IGNORE PROBLEMS: NOR TRY TO MINIMISE THEM. WHAT
IS IMPORTANT IS HOW WE FACE UP TO THEM. HONG KONG HAS A REMARKABLE
RECORD OF OVERCOMING DIFFICULTIES AND EMERGING STRONGER FROM THEM.
THAT IS JUST AS TRUE NOW AS IT HAS EVER BEEN.

"EQUALLY WE SHOULD NEVER BELITTLE OUR SUCCESSES. AS
COMMUNITY, WE HAVE MUCH TO BE PROUD OF.

"OUR ECONOMY IS ALWAYS HEAVILY INFLUENCED BY EXTERNAL FORCES
BEYOND OUR CONTROL. BUT DESPITE THE COLLAPSE OF STOCK MARKETS ALL
ROUND THE WORLD AND THE CONTINUING THREAT OF PROTECTIONISM, WE HAVE
RECORDED A GROWTH RATE OF OVER 10 PER CENT FOR THE SECOND YEAR
RUNNING. THIS IS A REMARKABLE ACHIEVEMENT.

"IN THE YEAR AHEAD, OUR ECONOMY MAY HE AFFECTED BY PROBLEMS
ELSEWHERE IN THE WORLD. BUT I AM CONFIDENT THAT OUR PER FORMANCE WILL
AGATIN BE WELL UP IN THE WORLD LEAGUE.

"DURING THE PAST YEAR THERE HAS BEEN A GREAT DEAL OF  POLITICAL
DEBATE. A WIDE VARIETY OF VIEWS HAVE RBEEN EXPRESSED ON WHAT THE NEXT
STEPS SHOULD BE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT.

"AT THE END OF EVERY DEBATE, DECISIONS HAVE TO BE TAKEN, THE
WHITE PAPER PUBLISHED LAST WEEK MAPS OUT THE COURSE OF OUR POLITICAL
DEVELOPMENT OVER THE NEXT FEW YEARS. THE CHANGES PLANNED ARE FAR
REACHING AND IMPORTANT, INCLUDING FOR THE FIRST TIME AN ELEMENT OF
DIRECT ELECTIONS TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCILI.

"1 BELIEVE THE PERTIOD OF CONSULTATION HAS SHOWN THAT OUR
COMMUNITY, AS A WHOLE, WANTS CHANGES T0O BE INTRODUCED BY A PROCESS OF
STEADY EVOLUTION., PEOPLE ATTACH IMPORTANCE TO MAINTAINING THE
COHESTON OF OUR SOCTETY.

JS"THE CHANGES sscsecss
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"THE CHANGES REFERRED TO IN THE WHITE PAPER ARE ONLY A FIRST
STEP -- THERE WILL BE MORE TO COME IN THE YEARS AHEAD. DURING 1988 THE
PEOPLE OF HONG KONG WILL BE LOOKING WITH PARTICULAR INTEREST AND
CONCERN AT THE DRAFT BASIC LAW.

"ULTIMATELY, HOWEVER, THE SUCCESS OF HONG KONG, NOW AND IN THE
FUTURE, WILL DEPEND ON THE PEOPLE OF HONG KONG. IF WE CONTINUE TO
HAVE CONFIDENCE IN OURSELVES, AND IN WHAT WE AS A COMMUNITY CAN
ACHIEVE, I AM SURE WE WILL CONTINUE TO PROSPER AND SUCCEED.

"WE ARE NOW ENTERING THE YEAR OF THE DRAGON. THE DRAGON
SYMBOLISES DYNAMISM, INTELLIGENCE AND EXCELLENCE. THESE ARE QUALITIES
FOR WHICH HONG KONG IS RENOWNED. THEY WILL CARRY US FORWARD TO
INCREASING SUCCESS IN THE YEARS TO COME.

"WE WOULD BOTH LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO WISH YOU ALL
AND YOUR FAMILIES GOOD HEALTH, HAPPINESS AND GOOD FORTUNE FOR THE NEW
YEAR."

FIRM ACTION TAKEN AGAINST ILLEGAL FISH MARKETING
£ T8 I S

THE DIRECTOR OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES, DR LAWRENCE LEE,
TODAY (TUESDAY) REITERATED THE GOVERNMENT'S DETERMINATION TO DETER
ILLEGAL FISH MARKETING ACTIVITIES WHICH CONTINUE TO BE AN 1ISSUE OF
CONSIDERABLE CONCERN.

"THE AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES DEPARTMENT AND THE FISH
MARKETING ORGANISATION (FMO) HAVE N T ONLY CONTINUED TO ENFORCE THE
MARINE FISH (MARKETING) ORDINANCE IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE POLICE, BUT
HAVE ALSO MADE PROPOSALS TO AMEND THE ORDINANCE TO COPE WITH THE
PRESENT SITUTATION,” DR LEE SAID.

“THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WERE PASSED BY THE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIIL, LAST MONTH."

THE AMENDMENTS TO THE ORDINANCE HAVE THE EFFECT OF INCREASING
THE MAXIMUM FINES BY TENFOLD, FROM THE PREVIOUS LEVEL OF $1,000 TO
$10,000, FOR SUCH 1LLEGAL MARKETING ACTIVITIES, AND PRESCRIBING MORE
STRINGENT CONTROL. OVER THE LANDING AND TRANSPORT OF MARINE FISH.

SPEAKING AT THE FMO ANNUAL PRIZE-GIVING CEREMONY HELD AT THE
ABERDEEN WHOLESALE F1ISH MARKET, DR LEE SAID THE FMO HAD ALSO
REVIEWED THE OPERATION OF INDIVIDUAL MARKETS TO STRENGTHEN MANAGEMENT
AND INCREASE EFFICIENCY.

/APART FROM .cceeee
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APART FROM SUITABLY ADJUSTING THE BUSINESS HOURS OF INDIVIDUAL
MARKETS TO MEET OPERATIONAL NEEDS, THE FMO CONTINUED TO DEVOTE ITS
EFFORT TO THE DEVELOPMENT AND REPROVISIONING OF THE MARKETS .

HE SAID THAT CONSTRUCTION WORK ON THE NEW MARKET IN KWUN TONG
WAS PROGRESSING SMOOTHLY AND IT WAS EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETED NEXT
MONTH .

HE ADVISED FISHERMEN TO ABIDE BY THE MARINE FISH (MARKETING)
ORDINANCE AND SELL ALL THEIR CATCHES THROUGH THE FMO FISH MARKETS.

REVIEWING THE PERFORMANCE OF THE FISHING INDUSTRY IN THE PAST
YEAR, DR LEE SAID: "THE WEATHER WAS GENERALLY FAVOURABLE FOR FISHING.
THE SUPPLY OF FUEL OIL WAS STEADY WHILE THE PRICES FOR FISH WERE
QUITE SATISFACTORY .

"PHESE FACTORS HAVE HELPED TO SUSTAIN FISHERMEN'S CONFIDENCE
IN THE INDUSTRY, RESULTING IN THEIR CONTINUAL INVESTMENT [N BUILDING
NEW FISHING VESSELS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE OFFSHORE FISHERIES
INDUSTRY."

THE LANDINGS OF FlI SHERMEN IN 1987 IN° THE FMO FISH MARKETS
REMAINED AT THE 1986 LEVEL, TOTALLING 8,000 TONNES VALUED AT $493
MILLION, HE SAID.

DR LEE ALSO SPOKE OF OTHER SERVICES PROV IDED BY HIS DEPARTMENT
TO HELP DEVELOP THE FISHING FLEET AND HELP FISHERMEN INCREASE
PRODUCTIVITY.

"OVER THE PAST 12 MONTHS, 102 LOANS TOTALLING $17.5 MILLION
WERE ISSUED FROM THE FISH MARKETING ORGANISATION LOAN FUND AND THE
OTHER LOAN FUNDS ADMI NISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT ,"” HE SAID.

DR LEE SAID HIS DEPARTMENT ALSO PROVIDED FISHERMEN WITH
VOCATIONAL TRAINING COURSES ON NAVIGATION, ENGINEERING AND
RADIO-TELEPHONY TO ASSIST THEM TO ACQUIRE THE NECESSARY UP-TO-DATE
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS.

") CATER FOR THE NEEDS OF THE FISHERMEN, rRAINING COURSES ON
FIRST AID AND DIVING SAFETY WERE ORGANISED IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE
ST JOHN AMBULANCE BRIGADE, THE HONG KONG UNDERWATER FEDERATION, AND
LABOUR DEPARTMENT, " HE SAID.

TO DATE, MORE I'HAN 5,900 FISHERMEN HAD ATTENDED VARIOUS
TRAINING COURSES.

LAST YEAR, THE FMO AWARDED %$81,000 IN SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS AND
LOANS FROM THE MARINE FISH SCHOLARSHIP FUND TO FOUR STUDENTS AND
FISHERMEN CHILDREN AND qPONSORED NINE FISHERMEN TO STUDY THE FISHING
INDUSTRY IN AUSTRALIA.

JAT THE csacasss
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AT THE CEREMONY, DR LEE PRESENTED PRIZES TO 26 FISHERMEN WHO
LANDED THE TOP CATCHES IN THE FMO WHOLESALE MARKETS LAST YEAR.

SEVEN OF THEM WERE ALSO AWARDED THE TITLES OF CHAMPION
FISHERMEN OF THE YEAR. THEY ARE MR LO LEUNG-WING, MR LAI KAU, MR CHOW
CHE-KONG, MR WONG FOOK, MR LAU KAM-FAI, MR WONG KWONG-WAH AND MR NG
CHUEN-HEE.

CERTIFICATES WERE ALSO PRESENTED TO SIX OTHER FISHERMEN FOR
THRIR BRAVE DEEDS IN SAVING 18 PEOPLE AT SEA, AND TO 10 GRADUATES OF
A FISHERMEN NAVIGATION TRAINING COURSE ORGANISED BY THE DEPARTMENT.

HOUSING (AMENDMENT) BILL 1988
2 X X £ ¥
AN AMENDMENT BILL CONTAINING PROPOSALS THAT WILL ENABLE THE
HOUSTING AUTHORITY TO 1IMPLEMENT THE GOVERNMENT'S LONG TERM HOUSING
STRATEGY HAS BEEN GAZETTED TODAY FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION.

THE HOUSING (AMENDMENT ) BIIL 1988 INTRODUCES AMENDMENTS IN
RESPRCT OF THE AUTHORITY'S MEMBERSHI P, ITS GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES,
AND ITS FINANCIAL AFFAIRS.

THE PROPOSED CHANGES ARE DESIGNED TO GIVE THE HOUSING
AUTHORITY THE OPERATIONAL FLEXIBILITY IT NEEDS TO IMPLEMENT THE LONG
TERM HOUSING STRATEGY.

THE BILL WOULD PROVIDE FOR THE ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
ACCOUNTED FOR IN THE HOME OWNERSHIFP FUND TO BE HANDED OVER TO THE
AUTHORITY ON APRIL 1, 1988.

THE AUTHORITY WOULD ALSO BE GIVEN WIDER FINANCIAL POWERS
NECESSARY TO ENABLE [T TO LEND MONEY UNDER THE NEW HOME PURCHASE LOAN
SCHEME .

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS WOULD REDUCE THE NUMBRER OF PUBLIC OFFICERS
ON THE HOUSING AUTHORITY FROM SEVEN TO FOUR AND THE APPOINTMENT OF A
MEMBER WHO IS8 NOT A PUBLIC OFFICER TO BE CHAIRMAN OF THE AUTHORITY ON
APRIL 1, 1988.

ALTHOUGH SOME PUBLIC SERVICE STAFF WILL BE RE-ASSIGNED, THERE
WILI, BE NO SIGNTIFICANT VARIATION IN THE NUMBER OF STAFF EMPLOYED.

THE BILIL, HAS NO OTHER PUBLIC EXPENDITURE IMPLICATIONS ASIDE
FROM THE TRANSFER OF THE HOME OWNERSHIV FUNI . FURTHERMORE , 'HE BILL

WILL NOT AFFECT GOVERNMENT'S POLICY CONTROL OVER THE PUBLIC HOUSING
PROGRAMME .
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INTEREST ON TAX RESERVE CERTIFICATES INCREASED
X X % x

THE ANNUAL INTEREST RATE ON TAX RESERVE CERTIFICATES WILL BE
INCREASED TO 2.76 PER CENT (TAX FREE) FROM FEBRUARY 20 THIS
YEAR AS AGAINST THE CURRENT RATE OF 2.04 PER CENT (TAX FREE), THE
COMMISSIONER OF INLAND REVENUE ANNOUNCED TODAY (TUESDAY).

THE INCREASE WAS PUBLISHED 1IN A NOTICE 1IN THE GAZETTE
YESTERDAY.

INTEREST ON TAX RESERVE CERTIFICATES IS CALCULATED 1IN MONTHLY
STEPS AND THE NEW RATE WILL BE $0.23 PER MONTH PER $100. INTEREST
WILL BE CREDITED AS BEFORE IN RESPECT OF COMPLETE MONTHS BETWEEN
PURCHASE AND SURRENDER IN PAYMENT OF TAX.

INTEREST IS ONLY CREDITED WHEN CERTIFICATES ARE USED TO PAY
TAX AND NO INTEREST IS DUE WHERE THE PRINCIPAL VALUE OF A CERTIFICATR
IS REPAID BY A CHEQUE.

THE NEW RATE WILL APPLY TO ALL CERTIFICATES ISSUED ON OR AFTER
FEBRUARY 20.

CERTIFICATES WHICH WERE ISSUED BEFORE FEBRUARY 20 WILL
CONTINUE TO EARN INTEREST AS FOLLOWS:-

* 4,32 PER CENT PER ANNUM FOR CERTIFICATES [ISSUED ON OR
AFTER APRIL 3, 1986, AND BEFORE MAY 14,
1986 ;

4.08 PER CENT PER ANNUM FOR CERTIFICATES ISSUED ON OR
AFTER MAY 14, 1986, AND BEFORE AUGUST 19,
1986 ;

3.36 PER CENT PER ANNUM FOR CERTIFICATES ISSUED ON OR
AFTER AUGUST 19, 1986, AND BEFORE JANUARY
19, 1887;

2.52 PER CENT PER ANNUM FOR CERTIFICATES ISSUED ON OR
AFTER JANUARY 19, 1987, AND BEFORE MARCH
4, 1987;

3 PER CENT PER ANNUM FOR CERTIFICATES ISSUED ON OR
AFTER MARCH 4, 1987, AND BEFORE APRIL 9,
1987 ;

3.36 PER CENT PER ANNUM FOR CERTIFICATES 1ISSUED ON OR
AFTER APRIL 9, 1987, AND BREFORE JUNE
1987;

/% 3.84 PER CENT seeecee
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PER ANNUM FOR CERTIFICATES ISSUED ON OR
AFTER JUNE 4, 1987, AND BEFORE JUNE 24,
1987;

PER ANNUM FOR CERTIFICATES ISSUED ON OR
AFTER JUNE 24, 1987, AND BEFORE OCTOBER
14, 1987;

CENT PER ANNUM FOR CERTIFICATES ISSUED ON OR
AFTER OCTOBER 14, 1987, AND BEFORE
OCTOBER 28, 1987;

PER ANNUM FOR CERTIFICATES ISSUED ON OR
AFTER OCTOBER 28, 1987, AND BEFORE
OCTOBER 30, 1987;

PER ANNUM FOR CERTIFICATES ISSUED ON OR
AFTER OCTOBER 30, 1987, AND BEFORE
DECEMBER 2, 1987;

3 PER CENT PER ANNUM FOR CERTIFICATES ISSUED ON OR
AFTER DECEMBER 2, 1987, AND BEFORE
DECEMBER 9, 1987; AND

2.04 PER CENT PER ANNUM FOR CERTIFICATES ISSUED ON OR
AFTER DECEMBER 9, 1987, AND BEFORE
FEBRUARY 20, 1988,

BUT ALWAYS SUBJECT TO THE GENERAL RULE THAT INTEREST CEASES TO
ACCRUE AFTER 36 COMPLETE MONTHS WITHOUT SURRENDER FOR PAYMENT OF TAX.

FOR EXAMPLE, $1,000 CERTIFICATES PURCHASED ON FEBRUARY 22,
1988: MARCH 22, 1988; AND APRIl, 22, 1988 RESPECTIVELY, SURRENDER IN
PAYMENT OF TAX DUE ON MAY 21, 1988, WILL HAVE INTEREST CALCULATED AS
FOLLOWS :

ON $1,000, FROM FEBRUARY 22 TO MAY 21,
THREE COMPLETE MONTHS AT $2.30 PER MONTH

ON $1,000, FROM MARCH 22 TO MAY 21,
TWO COMPLETE MONTHS AT $2.30 PER MONTH

ON $1,000, FROM APRIL 22 TO MAY 21,
ONE COMPLETE MONTH AT $2.30 PER MONTH

/'? senssaw




TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 1988
7

REMINDER ON FOOD HYGIENE
X X ¥ % %

WITH THE LUNAR NEW YEAR HOLIDAYS BEGINNING TOMORROW, THE
PUBLIC ARE REMINDED TO OBSERVE THE PRACTICE OF GOOD PERSONAL AND FOOD
HYGIENE, ESPECIALLY IF TRAVELLING TO COUNTRIES WHERE HEPATITIS A IS
ENDEMIC.

THE APPEAL WAS MADE BY THE DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE MEDICAL AND
HEALTH DEPARTMENT, DR S.H. LEE, TODAY (TUESDAY) .

THE PUBLIC ARE URGED TO TAKE EXTRA PRECAUTIONS IN THE
CONSUMPTION OF CERTAIN TYPES OF FOOD, PARTICULARLY SHELLFISH, FROM
UNCLEAN WATERS, WHICH MAY BE A MEANS FOR THE TRANSMISSION OF
HEPATITIS A.

"QUCH FOOD SHOULD BE THOROUGHLY CLEANSED, WASHED AND PROPERLY
COOKED BEFORE CONSUMPTION," DR LEE SAID.

THE PUBLIC ARE ALSO ADVISED TO OBSERVE THE FOLLOWING HYGIENE
RULES:
WASH HANDS BEFORE MEALS AND AFTER VISITING THE TOILETS;

ENSURE ALL FOOD I3 PROPERLY WASHED AND COOKED BEFORE
CONSUMPTION;

AVOID BUYING FOOD FROM UNLICENSED FOOD PLACES OR HAWKERS OR
DOUBTFUIL. SOURCES;

ENSURE THAT DRINKING WATER IS BOILED.

- e ) - - -

PROPOSED BRIDGE WILlL, IMPROVE ACCESS TO VILLAGES
o T S e

THE GOVERNMENT PROPOSES TO CONSTRUCT A TWO-WAY VEHICULAR
BRIDGE ACROSS TAI PO ROAD IN KIU TAU TO IMPROVE ACCESS TO THE
VILLAGES OF KIU TAU, KAU LUNG HANG, YUEN LENG AND TAIL WO.

AT PRESENT, THERE 1S ONLY ONE ACCESS TO THESE VILLAGES LOCATED
IN THE VALLEY BETWEEN WO HOP SHEK AND HONG LOK YUEN, NORTH OF TAI PO,

THE WORKS TNVOLVE THE CONSTRUCTION OF A BRIDGE, ABOUT SEVEN
METRE WIDE, AND ASSOCIATED ROADWORKS TO CATER FOR TWO-WAY TRAFFIC.

/ALL EXISTING eeecees
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ALL EXISTING ACCESS POINTS TO AND FROM TAI PO ROAD AND TRAFFIC
ALONG THE EXISTING ONE-WAY ACCESS ROAD AND TAI WO SERVICE ROAD WEST
WILL BE MAINTAINED DURING THE CONSTRUCTION PERIOD.

THE CONSTRUCTION WORK WILL START IN AUGUST THIS YEAR AND BE
COMPLETED BY LATE 1989.

A NOTICE CONCERNING THE PROPOSED WORKS WAS PUBLISHED 1IN THE
GAZETTE TODAY (TUESDAY).

A PLAN SHOWING THE PROPOSED WORKS CAN BE SEEN AT THE CENTRAL
AND WESTERN DISTRICT OFFICE, CENTRAL ENQUIRY SUB-OFFICE, CENTRAL
GOVERNMENT OFFICES, WEST WING, MAIN ENTRANCE LOBBY, HONG KONG.

THE PLAN CAN ALSO BE SEEN AT THE DISTRICT LANDS OFFICE, TAl PO,
FIRST FLOOR, TAI PO GOVERNMENT OFFICES BUILDING, TING KOK ROAD, TAI
PO, NEW TERRITORIES; AND AT THE TAI PO DISTRICT OFFICE, SECOND FLOOR,
TAT PO GOVERNMENT OFFICES BUILDING, TING KOK ROAD, TAI PO, NEW
TERRITORIES.

ANY PERSON OBJECTING TO THE PROPOSAL MUST SEND HIS OBJECTION

IN WRITING TO THE SECRETARY ¥OR TRANSPORT, CENTRAL GOVERNMENT OFFICES,
EAST WING, SECOND FLOOR, LOWER ALBERT ROAD, HONG KONG BEFORE APRIL 16.

e S e e

HEIGHT RELAXATION FOR NEW CONTAINER TERMINAL CRANES
£ ¥ % % X

TO ENABLE THE OWNER OF KWAT CHUNG CONTAINER TERMINAL 6 TO
INSTAL NEW CRANES 1IN APRIL, THE JOVERNOR IN COUNCIL HAS GIVEN
APPROVAL FOR THE HEIGHT LIMIT FOR THE TERMINAL TO BE RELAXED. THE NEW

LIMIT IS 97.53 METRES.

THE NEW TERMINAL IS5 DUE TO OPEN IN THE MIDDLE OF THIS YEAR.

A SPOKESMAN FOR THE LANDS AND WORKS BRANCH, SAID, "THE
RELAXATION IS NECESSARY AS THE LATEST GENERATION OF CONTAINER SHIPS
BEING WIDER, REQUIRE LONGER CRANES FOR LOADING AND UNLOADING.'

THE EXISTING BASIC HEIGHT LIMIT FOR KWAI CHUNG CONTAINER
TERMINAL IS 60.96 METRES .

THE NEW HEIGHT LIMIT WAS PUBLISHED IN THE GAZETTE TODAY
(TUESDAY) UNDER THE HONG KONG AIRPORT { CONTROI. OF OBSTRUCTIONS)
(CONSOLIDATION) ( AMENDMENT) ORDER 1988.

THE ORDER WILL ALSO PERMIT SIMILAR CRANES TO BE ERECTED ON THE
NEW TERMINAL 7 SITE WHICH 1S EXPECTED TO COME INTO OPERATION IN 1991,
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