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GREEN PAPER ON FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF
SOCIAL SECURITY IN HONG KONG
* % X X X

A GREEN PAPER WHICH SETS OUT THE GOVERNMENT’S PROPCSALS FCR
A PROGRAMME OF SOCIAL SECURITY DEVELOPMENT 1S PUEL ISHED TODAY
(MONDAY) FOR PUBLIC COMMENT.
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SUBL IC COMMENTS AND VIEWS EXPRESSED ON THEM WILL BE STUDI=ZD
CAREFULLY BEFORE ANY DECISION 3 MADE EY THE GOVERNMENT. IT 1S
THER FACTORS HAVE BEEN TAKEN
E PUBLISHED IN 1978.

HOPED THAT AFTER THESE VIEWS AND O
INTO ACCOUNT, A WHITE PAPER WILL E

PROPOSALS IN THE GREEN PAPER INCLUDE:
ISTANCE SCHEME

FURTHER IMPROVEMENTS TO THE IaTIHG SOCIAL SECURITY
SCHEME ARE PROPOSED TO JFCTIUL A SAFETY NET FOR ALL
THOSE [N NEED AND TO :-oUnu AN INCOME THAT THEY CAN RELY
ON. THESE INCLUDE : A LONG-TERM SUPPLEMENT= AN

OLD-AGE SUPPLEMENT= AN INCENTIVE ALLOWANCE FOR THOSE
CAPABLE OF BEING SELF-SUPPORTING= AND THE SETTING UP

OF AN APPEAL EOARD,

WELFARE ALLOWANCE S

IT 1S PROPOSED TO EXTEND THE WELFARE ALLOWANCE SCHEME,
PREVIOUSLY KNOWN AS THE DISABILITY AND INFIRMITY
ALLOWANCE SCHEME, TO CCVER THOSE IN INSTITUTIONAL
hCCOf“CDaTIu' AND TL: CH nu;lv SICK= AND TO LOWER THE
QUAL IFY ING AGE FROM 75 TO 73 AND THEN TO 70.

SICKNESS, INJURY AND DEATH EENEFIT SCHEME

IT 1S PROPOSED THAT THE SCHEME, IF IMPLEMENTED, wQULD
BE ABLE TO PROVIDZ A MONTHLY BENEFIT FOR EMPLOYEES
OFF WORK LONGER THAN 36 DAYS= A LUMP SUM FCR THOSE
WHO REACH THE AGE OF &0= AND A LUMP SUM FOR THE HEIRS
OF THOSE WHO DIE BEFORE THEZ AGE OF 60Q.

A SIGNIF ICANT FEATURE OF THE PROPOSAL IS THAT IT WOULD
BE UP TO EACH & HETHER OR NOT HE WISHEL TO
JOIN, AND IF HE DID, HIS EMPLOYER WOULD HAVE TO PAY
CONTRIBUTICHS TOC. ~THE ZiPLOYER COULD CONTRACT OUT

IF HE ROV IDS BENEFITS SUCH AS WOULD BE CONFERRED
UNDER THZ SCHEN

/THE DIRECTOR ...

.




MONDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 1977

THE DIRECTOR OF SOCIAL WELFARE, “R. THAOMAS LEE, SAID THAT
THE PROPOSALS SET OUT IN THE GREEN PA . WERE MADE FOLLOWING A
REVIEW OF THE HONG KONG’S SOCIAL WELFAR OLICY AND PROGRAMMES.

+THE MOST IMPORTANT CONCLUS ION THIS REVIEW IS THAT THE
PRESENT AIM OF SOCIAL SECURITY FOL TO HELP THOSE WHO ARE
LEAST ABLE TO HELP THEMSELVES = IS RIGI

ACCORD INGLY, HE ADDED, THE GOVERNMENT’S OBJECTIVE IS NOT TO
ALTER THE PRESENT BASIS OF SOCIAL S2CURITY POLICY BUT TO MAKE IT
MORE EFFECTIVE.

+THE PROPOSALS, IF APPROVED, wWOULD BE IMPLEMENTED OVER THE
NEXT THREE YEARS, STARTING FROM APRIL 1978. ON TOP OF THE ANNUAL
EXPEND ITURE ON SOCIAL SECURITY PAYMENTS AT 5250 MILLION FOR THE
CURRENT YEAR, THE TOTAL CCST CF THE SCCIAL SECURITY PROPOSALS FOR
THE YEAR 1978/79 WOULD BE IN THE ORDER OF $65 MILLION RISING TG
AROUND $188 MILLION IN 1982/83. EXPENDITURE ON THE CONTRIBUTORY
SCHEME WOULD BE ADDITIONAL,.+

IN DETERMINING THE PRIORITIES OF SOCIAL SECURITY DEVELOPMENT,
MR, LEE POINTED OUT THAT THE GOVERNMENT WANTS TO TAKE FULL ACCOUNT
OF THE VIEWS OF THE COMMUNITY, PARTICULARLY THOSE WITH A

SPECIAL INTEREST IN, OR CONCERN WITH, SOCIAL WELFARE MATTERS.

+THE NEED FOR CONSULTATION APPLIES WITH PARTICULAR FORCE TO
THE SICKNESS, INJURY AND DEATH BENEFIT SCHEME AS THIS WOULD Bt A
SEMI=-VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTORY SCHEME., IT NEEDS TO BE ASSURED OF A
FAIR MEASURE OF COMMUNITY SUPPORT BZFORE IT IS LAUNCHED,+ HE ADDED.

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WHO WISH TO COMMENT ARE ASKED TO DO SC
BEFORE THE END OF MARCH NEXT YczAR, CCHMMENTS SHOULD BE ADDRESSED
TO ¢ THE SECRETARY FOR SOCIAL SERVICES, GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT,
7TH FLOOR, MAIN WING, LOWER ALBERT ROAD, HONG KONG.

COPIES OF THE GREEN PAPER IN BCTH ENGLISH AND CHINESE WILL EE
AVAILABLE AT THE VARIOUS CITY DISTRICT CFFICES CN HONG KONG ISLANC
AND IN KOWLOON, THE DISTRICT OFFICES IN THE NEW TERRITORIES= AND
THE MARKETING OFF ICE, GOVERNMENT INFORMATION SERVICES AT 1A,
GARDEN ROAD, HONG KONG.

A PAMPHLET SUMMARISING THE MAIN PROPOSALS OF THE GREEN PAPER
HAS BEEN PUBL ISHED FCR EASY REFERENCE OF THE GENERAL PUEL IC.
COPIES OF THE PAMPHLET ARE NCW OETAINABLE FROM ALL CITY DISTRICT
OFF ICES IN THE URBAN AREA, DISTRICT OFFICES IN THE NEW TERRITCRIES,
ALL SOCIAL SECURITY FIELD UNITS AND FAMILY SERVICES CENTRES OF THE
SOC |AL WELFARE DEPARTMENT.
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CONTRACT FOR THE BIGGH = TMENT PLANT SIGNED

AY AWARDED THE MAIN CONTRACT
FOR THE NEW $225 MILLION SHA TIN WAGE TREATMENT PLANT TO THE

AOK | CONSTRUCTION CO, LTD. OF JAP

AG EA
* % *
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THE PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT TO
SE
AN

THE CONTRACT, WORTH MORE THAN $153 MILLION, IS FOR THE CIVIL
ENGINEERING AND BUILDING WORKS OF STAGE ONE OF THE PROJECT— THE
EIGGEST OF ITS TYPE EVER UNDERTAKzN IN HONG KONG.

IT INVOLVES, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THE CONSTRUCTION OF PRIMARY
SEDIMENTATION TANKS, AERATION TANKS, FINAL SETTLING TANKS, SLUDGE
DIGESTION AND PDLDI&C TANKS, A LABORATORY, AN ADMINISTRATION
BUILDING, A POWER HOUSE AND ASSOCIATED SITE WORKS, INCLUDING ROADS
AND FENClNG, AND THE LAYING OF A SUEMARINE OUTFALL.

THE CONTRACT WAS FORMALLY SIGNED AT THE PUBLIC WORKS
DEPARTMENT d:AD WUARTERS THIS MORNING BETWEEN MR. DAVID STEAD,
DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING DEVELOPMENT OF THEZ P.w.D., AND MR. HIROYOSHI
AOK |, PRESIDEHT OF THE ACKI1 CONSTRUCTION COMPANY.

MR. STEAD SAID THAT THE PLANT, THE FIRST STAGE OF WHICH IS
PARTLY FINANCED BY A 595 MILLION LOAN FROM THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT
BANK, WAS A MAJOR PART OF COMPREHENSIVE SEWERAGE AND SEWAGE
TREATMENT FACILITIES DESIGNED TO EEA' wITH INDUSTRIAL AND DOMESTIC
LIQUID WASTES FROM SHA TIN NEW TOu

IT WOULD BE EUILT J'ST NORTH OF THE NEW RACECOURSE AT TH:Z
NEW TOWN ON 17 HECTARES OF RECLAIMED LAND.

WHEN FULLY DEVELOPED, THE PLANT WOULD SERVE THE NEW TOWN'S
ENTIRE POPULATION OF MORE THAN HALF A MILLION.

MR, STEAD SAID THAT wORK WOULD BEGIN NEAT MONTH AND wGULD
TAKE ABOUT THREE YEARS TO COMPLETE.

HOWEVER, HE POINTED OUT THAT PART OF THE PLANT WCULD BECCMEZ
OPERATIONAL BY JUNE 1980, SOME SIX MONTHS BEFORE COMPLETION.

+THE PLANT’S CONSTRUCTION TIMETABLE HAS EBEEN GEARED TO KEEP
PACE WITH THE VARIOUS STAGES CF THE NEw TOWN’S DEVELOPMENT AND,
IN FACT, IT WILL BE RACINEG AHZAD OF INITIAL POPULATION INCREASE,+
SAID MR. STEAD.

+BY THE TIME IT IS COMMISSIONED IN 1980 THE POPULATICON OF
SHA TIN NEW TOWN SHOULD EE ABOUT 150,000 WHILE THE SEWAGE TREATMENT
PLANT WILL BE CAPABLE OF SERVING SCMc 233,000 PECPLE.+

A FEATURE OF THE NEW PLANT & BE ITS ABILITY TO PARTLY
SELF-PERPETUATE ITS OWN OPZRATING POWER. METHANE GAS, A
EY-PRODUCT ©F SEWAGE TREATWMENT, WILL EE FED BACK INTOC THE SYSTEVN
TO HELP DRIVE THE PLANT'S ELZCTRICAL GENERATO

/THE PLANT
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THE PLANT WILL BE ABLE TO TREAT MORE THAN 102,000 CUBIC
METRES OF RAW SEWAGE PER DAY.

THE MAXIMUM SEWAGE FLOW TO THE PLANT FOR FULL TREATMENT,
WOULD BE 3.6 CUBIC METRES PER SECOND - A TREMENDOUS INCREASE
IN TREATMENT CAPACITY OVER THE EXISTING TEMPORARY PLANTS, MR,
STEAD ADDED.

HE SAID THAT THE TREATMENT SYSTEM OF THE NEW PLANT WOULD
INVOLVE A SERIES OF COMPLEX PROCESSES WHICH COULD ROUGHLY BE
DIVIDED INTO THREE STAGES -~ TWO STAGES OF PHYSICAL TREATMENT
AND ONE OF BIOLOGICAL TREATMENT.

n o=n

THESE PROCESSES WOULD REMOVE ABCUT 922 PER CENT CF THE
POLLUTANTS IN ThHE SEWAGE CLEAR EFFLUENT IS DISCHARGED
INTO THE LANDLOCKED TOLO HAREOUR.

HE SAID THAT SPACE HAD BEEN St
PROCESS WHICH WOULD REMOVE AN ADDITIONAL FIVE PER CENT COF THE
POLLUTANTS SHOULD MONITORING OF THEZ CONDITIONS IN TOLO HARBOUR
SHOW SUCH A NEED.

MR. STeAD EXPLAINED: +PART OF THE BIOLOGICAL STAGE OF THE
TREATMENT PLANT wILL BE EQUIPPED TO CARRY CUT NITROGEN REMOVAL,
THIS BEEING ONE OF THE NUTRIENTS WHICH MAY CAUSE RED TIDES IN LARGE
BODIES OF WATER WITH LITTLE TIDAL EXCHANGE,

T ASIDE FOR A TERTIARY TRZATMENT
I

+THEREFORE, MAXIMUM PRECAUTIONS ARE BEING TAKEN TO ENSURE THAT
TOLO HARBOUR 1S PRESERVED FOR ITS VALUAELE NATURAL FISH BREEDING
PROPERTIES, AND AS AN AREA OF GREZAT NATURAL EEAUTY WHICH IS
INCREAS INGLY EEING USED BY THE GENERAL PUELIC FOR RECREAT IONAL
PURPOSES. +

THE SHA TIN NEW TOWN SzWAGE TREATHMENT PLANT HAS BEEN DESIGNED
BY WATSON (H.K.) CHARTERED CIVIL ENGINEERS, CONSULTING ENGINEERS
TO THE GOVERNMENT, UNDER THE OVERALL SUPERVISION OF THE CONSULTANTS
MANAGEMENT DIVISION OF THE P.wW.D.’S CIVIL ENGINEERING OFF ICE.

----O--——-
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OCTOEZR WAS MUCH &nTI THAN

RA INFALL RECORDED EY THE ROYAL O
FJL:ILH".L. OF 09“.. M .

THIS BRINGS THE TOTAL QﬂINFALL FOR TH

OF THIS YEAR TO 1666 MM WHICH IS
THE SUMMER RAINFALL BETWEEN

OR 12 PER CENT BELOW AVERAGE AND

TOERAA

cocnvA

NORMAL WITH A TOTAL OF 1925.8 MM
CRY = NEARLY TwICE THE NORMAL

FIRST TEN MONTHS
21 PER CEHT EELOW AVERAGE

MAY 1 TC OCTOBER 31 WAS 1,592 MK
LIﬁS NEAR THE MIDDLE OF THE RANGE

1,450 - 1,850 MM WHICH WAS PRE DICTED BY THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY IK
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NEARLY HALF OF THE MONTH’S TOTAL
OCTOBER 26 WHEN HONG KONG EXPER IENCED

WAS HEAVIEST BETWEEN 11 A.M. AND

RAINFALL WERE RECORDED AT THE
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DURING THE HEAVY RAIN,
DEGREES CELSIUS WHICH WAS

BESIDES THE VERY h I N
OF THE MONTH WAS F S
NO TROPICAL CYCLONE
ALTHOUGH FOUR WERE REPORTED

ON OCTOBER 1 THERE WERE
THE AFTERNOON wAS FINE AND TEMP
31,2 DEGREES CELSIUS WHICH
CONDITIONS BECAME MORE
THUNDERSTORMS WERE REPORTED IN ¥
NORTHERN PART OF THE NEW TERRITC
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ALTHOUGH THERE WERE L
WEATHER BECAME CLOUDY WITH
FRONT PASSED EARLY THE NEX
HEAVY SHOWERS WERE
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AFFECTEE HONG KONG DUR

HE OLLOUING MORNING

RAINFALL WAS RECORDED ON
VERY HEAVY RAIN. RAIN
NOON THAT DAY WHEN 51.7 MM
CESERVATORY.
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