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WHOLE OF HONG KONG BECOMES SMOKE CONTROL AREA
% 3% % % % 3

MAJOR SECTIONS OF KOWLOON AND NEW TERRITORIES TODAY
OFF ICIALLY BECAME CONTROL AREAS-DRINGING ALL OF HONG KONG
UNDER ANTI=POLLUTION REGULATIONS.

THE MOVE IS ONE OF THE MOST INPORTANT STEPS YET TAKEN BY
THE GOVERNMENT IN ITS CONTINUING CAMPAIGN TO COMBAT INDUSTR | AL
AND COMMERCIAL AIR POLLUTION. '

+OUR EFFORTS TO REDUCE AERIAL POLLUTION HAVE MET WITH A
MARKED DEGREE OF SUCCESS SO FAR AND THIS WILL HELP US CONTINUE
TO WIN THE FICHT,+ THE LADOUR DEPARTHENT’S AIR POLLUTION CONTROL
OFF ICER, MR. DAVID NEVDURY, SAID TODAY,

+ALL OF HONG KONG NOW COMES UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF THE
CLEAN AIR ORDINANGE, SOMETHING THE GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN
PROGRESSIVELY AIMING AT.+

THE REGULATIONS STRICTLY LIMIT THE VOLUME OF POLLUTION
PRODUCING DARK SMOKE WHICH CAN BE EMITTED, AS A RESULT, THE
GOVERNMENT CAN NOY STEP UP |TS EFFORTS TO REDUCE AERIAL POLLUTION TO
AN ACCEPTABLE LEVEL , : - :

IN THE TWO MONTHS SINCE THE REMAINING AREAS OF HONG KONG
WERE GAZETTED AS SHOKE CONTROL AREAS, STAFF FROM THE AIR POLLUTION
CONTROL UNIT HAD BEERN CONCENTRATING ON AN EDUCATION AND ADVICE
PROGRAMME, .

+WE HAVE VISITED ALL THE FACTORIES AND VARIOUS UNDERTAKINGS
AND RESTAURANTS WHICH ARE NOJ AFFECTED BY THE PROVISICNS,+
iRe NEWDURY SAID.

+E HAVE DEEN EXPLAINING JUST WHAT IS REQUIRED AND OFFERING
OUR HELP AND SUGGESTIONS ON HOU THE KEGULATIONS CAN BE MET.+

+OUR ADVICE APPEARS TO HAVE DEEN VERY VELL RECEIVED,+

+WE HAVE BEEN ALLE TO POINT OUT TO PEOPLE THAT EXCESSIVE
BLACK SMOKE, WHMICH CAUSES POLLUTION, 1S USUALLY THE RESULT OF
INEFFICIENT BURNI NG,

+UE HAUE BEEN SUGGESTING METHODS OF PROPER BURNING WHICH
CAN SAVE THE OPERATORS UP TO 25 PER CENT ON THEIR FUEL BILLS.+

MR. NEWBURY ADDED THAT DREACHES OF THE REGULATIONS CARRIED
A FINE OF UP TO $2,000,
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SPECIAL CONVERSION PROGRAMME INTRODUCED
TO SPEED UP ISSUE OF LAMIgAgEg DRIVING LICENCES
: ¥*

TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT HAS STARTED A SPECIAL CONVERSION PROGRAMME
TO SPEED UP THE PROCESS OF REPLACING BOOKLET DRIVING LICENCES BY
THE NEW LAMINATED CARD TYPE.

UNDER THE PROGRAMME, NOTIFICATIONS ARE BEING SENT TO
LICENCE-HOLDERS OFFERING THEM THE OPPORTUNITY TO CONVERT THEIR
DRIVING LICENCES BEFORE THEY ARE DUE FOR RENMEWAL. ;

IT IS INTENDED TO SEND THESE NOTIFICATIONS IN BATCHES OF af
ABOUT 50,000 PER MONTH, AND THE PROGRAMME IS EXPECTED TO TAKE
ABOUT SIX MONTHS TO COMPLETE.

A TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN TODAY ADVISED MOTORISTS.
WHO HAD YET TO RECEIVE A NOTIFICATION, TO REFRAIN FROM ENQUIH‘NG
ABOUT THE MATTER AT THIS STAGE. clg

DRIVERS WHOSE LICENCES ARE DUE FOR RENEWAL WITHIN THE ;
NEXT FOUR MONTHS OR WHO APPLY FOR INCLUSION OF ADDITIONAL CLASSES -
éﬁ TgﬁéﬂAtICENCE, WILL DE ISSUED WITH A NEW LAMINATED CARD LICENCE
R VAL,

THE SPOKESMAN SAID THAT MOTORISTS WHO RECEIVE A NOTIFICATION
SHOULD SEND OR POST THE RETURN SLIP TO THE TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT,
TOGETHER WITH THEIR BOOKLET LICENCE, TWO IDENTIFICATION :
PHOTOGRAPHS AND THEIR HONG KONG IDENTITY CARD.

THE DEPARTMENT WILL SUBSEQUENTLY RETURN THE NEW LAMINATED
LICENCE, THE INVALIDATED OLD BOOKLET LICENCE AND THE IDENTITY
CARD TO THE LICENCE HOLDER, HE SAID, :

HE STRESSED THAT ONLY IN THOSE CASES WHERE AN IDENTITY CARD
HAD NOT BEEN ISSUED WOULD A PASSPORT OR SOME OTHER ACCEPTABLE
IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENT BE CONSIDERED AS A SUBSTITUTE.

THE SIZE OF THE IDENTIFICATION PHOTOGRAPHS MUST BE RESTRICTED
TO 1~-1/4"* X 1'' BECAUSE THE LAMINATED LICENCE IS SIMILAR IN
SIZE TO A HONG KONG IDENTITY CARD. PHOTOGRAPHS OF THIS SIZE, IF NOT
READILY AVAILABLE ELSEWHERE, CAN BE OBTAINED FROM THE PHOTO-
VENDING MACHINES INSTALLED IN THE DEPARTMENT’S LICENSING OFF ICES.

-—-———O--“--
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FRANCHISES OF FERRY COMPANIES EXTENDED
% % 0 % 3 3 3 ¥ ¥

THE GOVERNMENT HAS AGREED TO EXTEND THE FRANCHISES OF THE
TWO MAJOR FERRY COMPANIES = HONG KONG AND YAUMATI FERRY COMPANY
AND THE STAR FERRY COMPANY = FOR ANOTHER FIVE YEARS.

THE CONCESSION WILL RUN FROM JANUARY 1, 1975 UNTIL
DECEMBER 31, 1979.

BOTH COMPANIES HAD PREVIOUSLY REQUESTED AN EXTENSION IN
COMPL IANCE WITH THE APPROPRIATE ORDINANCES UNDER WHICH THEY
OPERATE. AS NEITHER COMPANY HAD COMAITTED ANY BREACH OF THE
TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THE RESPECTIVE ORDINANCES, APPROVAL WAS
GRANTED.

A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN EXPLAINED TODAY THAT BECAUSE THE
EXTENSION 1S FOR A THIRD AND FINAL TERM OF FIVE YEARS, NEGOTIATIONS
DURING THIS PERIOD WILL BE HELD BETWEEN THE GOVERWMENT AND THE
COMPANIES WITH A VIEW TO CONCLUDING REVISED FRANCHISES FOR EACH
COMPANY TO TAKE EFFECT FROM JANUARY 1, 1980.
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LEGCO MEETING TOMORROW
% % ¥ ¥

THE PUBLIC OMNIBUS SERVICES BILL WHICH GIVES THE GOVERNMENT
WIDER POWERS TO CONTROL THE OPERATIONS OF FRANCHISED BUS
COMPANIES WILL BE INTRODUCED INTO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
TOMORROW (WEDNESDAY).

THIS 1S ONE OF THE SIX BILLS TO BE PRESENTED TO THE COUNCIL
FOR THEIR FIRST AND SECOND READINGS. THE OTHER FIVE ARE &=

% THE FIXED PENALTY (TRAFFIC CONTRAVENTIONS) (AMENDMENT)
BILL 1975 WHICH PROPOSES TO FURTHER IMPROVE TRAFFIC FLOW
BY THE DELINEATION OF +CONTROLLED AREAS=+

THE RATING (AMENDMENT) BILL 1975 DEALS WITH THE
VALUATION OF TENEMENTS IN A NEWLY SPECIFIED RATING AREA=

THE INTERPRETATION AND GENERAL CLAUSES (AMENDMENT) BILL
1975 WHICH CONCERNS THE EXCHANGE RATE BETWEEN HONG KONG
DOLLARS AND POUND STERL ING=

THE MARRIAGE (AMENDMENT) BILL 1975 WHICH SEEKS TO ENABLE
THE REGISTRAR TO DISPENSE WITH THE ISSUE OF A CERTIFICATE
GIVING NOTICE OF AN INTENDED MARRAIGE= AND

THE LANDLORD AND TENANT (CONSOLIDATION) (AMENDMENT) BILL
1975 WHICH SEEKS TO ELIMINATE THE REQUIREMENT OF TENANTS
HAVING TO NOTIFY LANDLORDS OF ANY SUBLETTING, UNLESS

SO REQUESTED BY THEIR LANDOLRDS.

IN ADDITION, FIVE OTHER BILLS WILL PASS THE COMMITTEE STAGE
AND THIRD READING TOMORROW.. THEY ARE THE PUBLIC REVENUE PROTECTION
(AMENDMENT) BILL 1974, THE COMPANIES (AMENDMENT) BILL 1974
THE LAW REVISION (MISCELLANEOUS REPEALS) BILL 1974, THE FORESTRY
§AMENDMENT; BILL 1974, AND THE HONG KONG PRODUCITIVITY COUNCIL
AMENDMENT) BILL 1974,

UNOFF ICIAL MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL WILL RAISE 11 QUESTIONS
DEALING WITH A VARIETY OF SUBJECTS INCLUDING THE CLOSURE OF
DES VOEUX ROAD CENTRAL TO PRIVATE VEHICULAR TRAFFIC, SMALL
DEBTS COURT, IMPORT OF WILD ANIMALS, PUBLIC ASSISTANCE, CODE
OF AID FOR SPECIAL SCHOOLS AND SILICOSIS AS AN INDUSTRIAL DISEASE.
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CLARIFICATION OF METHADONE MAINTENANCE TREATMENT
o K% H K K M

THE MAXIMUM CAPACITY OF THE MEDICAL AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT’S
THREE NEW METHADONE MAINTENANCE CENTRES 1S5 TO DISPENSE
METHADONE IN ORANGE JUICE TO 1,000 PATIENTS IN EACH CENTRE A DAY,

+IF THE NEED ARISES,+ A SPOKESMAN FOR THE DEPARTMENT SAID
TODAY, +EVEN MORE CENTRES WILL BE OPENED.+ :

HE EXPLAINED THAT A NEW PATIENT COULD NOT BE GIVEN METHADONE
WITHOUT A PHYSICAL EXAMINATION AND AN INVESTIGATION INTO THEIR
DRUG ADDICTION HISTORY ,WHICH IS A TIME-CONSUMING PROCESS AND
TAKES ABOUT HALF AN HOUR FOR EACH CASE.,

+BUT ONCE HE IS ACCEPTED FOR TREATMENT, HE WILL BE GIVEN
HIS DAILY DOSAGE UNDER SUPERVISION WITH NO DELAY AT ALL,+ THE
SPOKESMAN SAID.

HE REFUTED A NEWSPAPER REPORT THAT APPLICANTS FOR METHADONE
;EE¢EMEE$ HAD BEEN +TURNED AWAY+ FROM THE CLINICS WHICH OPENED
RDAY,

+THEY WERE NOT TURNED AWAY, OR DENIED TREATMENT. |IT WAS
EXPLAINED TO THEM THAT THEY HAD TO AWAIT THEIR TURN, THAT THEY
HAD TO BRING ALONG WITH THEM THEIR IDENTITY CARDS AND THREE
PASSPORT=SIZE PHOTOGRAPHS == WHICH MANY HAD FAILED TO DO ==
AND THAT IF THEY COULD NOT BE SEEN ON ONE DAY, THEY WOULD BE
ATTENDED TO ON THE NEXT.

+THIS 1S THE NORMAL PRACTICE AT ANY OUT-PATIENT CLINIC
RUN BY THE DEPARTMENT,+ THE SPOKESMAN COMMENTED.

HE REPEATED THAT NEW PATIENTS WERE BEING SEEN AT THE NEW
TREATMENT CENTRES ON THE AVERAGE OF ABOUT 30 A DAY AT EACH CENTRE
BETWEEN 9 A.M. AND 5 P.M. ON WEEKDAYS, AND BETWEEN 9 A.M. AND
1 P.M. ON SATURDAYS.

FOR PATIENTS COMING FOR THEIR DAILY DOSAGE. THE CLINICS
gzgg EEANG KEPT OPEN THROUGHOUT THE YEAR BETWEEN 7 A.M. AND

THE CLINICS ARE LOCATED AT THE HO MAN TIN HEALTH CENTRE IN
PRINCESS MARGARET ROAD, THE ROBERT BLACK HEALTH CENTRE IN SAN
PO KONG, AND THE LADY TRENCH POLYCLINIC IN TSUEN WAN. THE FEE
IS $1 A VISIT WHICH CAN BE WAIVED IN CASE OF NEED.
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NOVEMBER WEATHER DRIER AND CLOUDIER THAN USUAL
* ¥ 3t 3t 3t 3¢

THE WEATHER LAST MONTH WAS DRIER, CLOUDIER AND LESS SUNNY
THAN USUAL. THE TOTAL RAINFALL RECORDED VAS ONLY 24,9 MM, WHICH
AMOUNTED TO ONLY ABOUT 58 PER CENT OF THE AVERAGE RAINFALL FOR
NOVEMBER. :

THE MONTH®S MEAN WIND SPEED OF 4.1 KNOTS WAS THE SECOND
LOWEST RECORDED I NOVEMBER SINCE RECORDS LEGAN IN 1884,

THE MAIN FEATURE OF THE MONTH’S WEATHER, ACCORDING TO THE
MONTHLY WEATHER REPORT ISSUED BY THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY, WAS THE
CONTINUING DRY CONDITIONS IN THE LATTER HALF OF THE MONTH. A
TOTAL OF 15 RED OR YELLOW FIRE DANGER WARNINGS WAS ISSUED DUR ING
THE MONTH.

ALTHOUGH FOUR TROPICAL CYCLONES WERE FORMED IN THE WESTERN
NORTH PACIFIC AND THE SOUTH CHINA SEA, ONLY ONE HAD POSED A THREAT
TO HONG KONG. :

THE STAND BY SIGNAL, NO.1, WAS HOISTED ON NOVEMBER 7 WHEN
TYPHOON +GLORIA+ WAS CENTRED ABOUT 400 MILES SOUTH-EAST OF HONG
KONG. THE SIGNAL WAS LOWERED TWO DAYS LATER.

+GLORIA+ WAS ONE OF THE FEW TYPHOONS WHICH HAVE THREATENED
HONG KONG IN NOVEMBER SINCE 1972.

DURING THE MONTH, NO AIRCRAFT WERC DIVERTED FROM HONG KONG
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT BECAUSE OF ADVERSE WEATHER CONDITIONS,

THE MAXIMUM TEMPERATURE OF 29,2 DEGREES CELSIUS FOR THE
MONTH \IAS RECORDED ON HOVEMBER 5 ARD THE MITHIUN TEMPERATURE OF
15.5 DECREES CELSIUS ON NOVEMDER Z7.

NOTE TO EDITORS: A FULL UEATHER REPORT PREPARED DY TIHE
"ROYAL OLSCRVATORY \ILL DE LOXED FOR COLLECTION.
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NEW POSTER FOR FIRE PREVENTION CAMPA IGN
I

A NEW POSTER, DESIGNED TO PUBLICISE THE CURRENT FIRE PREVENTION
CAMPAIGN, 1S NOW ON DISPLAY IN VARIOUS PARTS OF HONG KONG,

IT SHOWS THE AFTERMATH OF A DISASTROUS FIRE, WITH THE WORDS3
+THIS IS THE ASH FROM ONE CIGARETTE+., .

A FIRE SERVICES DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN SAID THE OBJECT OF
THE POSTER WAS TO CALL PEOPLE’S ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT TWO
IN EVERY FIVE FIRES IN HONG KONG WERE CAUSED BY THE CARELESS
HANDL ING OF LIGHTED CIGARETTE ENDS,

+DURING THE TWO FISCAL YEARS 1972/74,+ HE STATED, +MORE -
THAN 4,700 FIRES WERE BLAMED ON PEOPLE DISPOSING OF CIGARETTE
ENDS WITHOUT FIRST MAKING SURE THEY WERE PROPERLY OUT. AS A
RESULT, A TOTAL OF 84 PEOPLE WERE INJURED,+ \

HE SAID IT WAS BY FAR THE MOST PREVALENT CAUSE OF FIRE
NOT ONLY IN HONG KONG BUT ALL OVER THE WORLD. IN UNITED STATES
FOR EXAMPLE, IN 1973, THERE WERE MORE THAN 100,000 CIGARETTE-END

FIRES WHICH HAD CAUSED MILLIONS OF DOLLARS WORTH OF DAMAGE,

ONE OF THE BIGGEST FIRES IN HONG KONG ATTRIBUTED TO A
CIGARETTE END BROKE OUT AT A WAN CHAI HOTEL IN DECEMBER,1972,
WHICH CLAIMED EIGHT LIVES AND INJURED 21 PEOPLE,

A LARGE NUMBER OF HILL AND FOREST FIRES WHICH OCCUR DURING
THE DRY MONTHS IS ALSO CAUSED BY PEOPLE CARELESSLY THROWING
AWAY LIGHTED CIGARETTE ENDS AND MATCHES.

THE SPOKESMAN URGED SMOKERS TO USE ASH TRAYS IN THEIR HOMES
WHEN DISPOSING OF CIGARETTE ENDS AND NOT TO THROW THEM OUT OF
WINDOWS OR BALCONIES.

IN THE STREET, THE SPECIAL RECEPTACLES ATTACHED TO LITTER
BINS SHOULD BE USED AND, WHEN IN THE COUNTRYSIDE, CIGARETTE ENDS
SHOULD BE GROUND UNDERFOOT AND NOT LEFT TO SMOULDER.,

+WE APPEAL TO SMOKERS TO BE CAREFUL AT ALL TIMES, BUT
ESPECIALLY NOW WHEN THE HUMIDITY IS MUCH LOWER AND FIRES OCCUR
MORE EASILY,+ HE SAID.

THE FIRE PREVENTION CAMPAIGN HAS BEEN TIMED FOR THIS

MONTH WHEN THE NUMBER OF F IRES CAN BE FROM TWO TO FIVE TIMES AS
GREAT AS DURING THE SUMMER MONTHS.

_-——Ou—-u




TUESDAY DECEMBER 17, 1?74

CONSUMER ADVISORY SERVICE
, T EEEE.

THE FOLLOWING PRICES WERE REALISED TODAY (TUESDAY) AT SALE
UNDER THE RICE CONTROL SCHEME AND AT THE VEGETABLE MARKETING
ORGANISATION WHOLESALE MARKET AND THE FISH MARKETING ORuANISATION
WHOLESALE MARKET AT CHEUNG SHA WAN, KOWLOON = :

SUPPLIES AND WHOLESALE PRICES OF RICE

GRADE OF AVA ILABILITY WHOLESALE PRICE
OF SUPPLY ($/CATTY) |

CHINA RICE

SEE MEW
S.C. JIEN
PO NGAI
CHU CHO

THAI RICE

100% WHOLE GOOD
10-15% BROKENS GOOD
Al SUPER EXTRA - GOOD
Al SUPER GO0D
WHOLE GLUTINOUS GOOD

U.S. RICE ; GOOD

AUSTRAL IAN RICE GOOD

PAKISTAN RICE GOOD

TAIWAN RICE GOOD

SUPPLIES AND WHOLESALE PRICES OF SWINE
(ALL SOURCES)
AVAILABILITY OF SUPPLY = GOOD

WHOLESALE PRICES OF PORK = 340 AVERAGE
($/PICUL=L IVE WEIGHT) :

/SUPPLIES AND .....
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SUPPLIES AND WHOLESALE PRICES OF MARINE FISH
(FMO CHEUNG SHA WAN WHOLESALE FISH MARKET)

AVAILABILITY OF WHOLESALE PRICE ($/CATTY)
SUPPLY HIGH LOW  MODE

SPECIES

4.20
1.80
4.50
1.20
1.80
1.20
2.40
2,00
3.80
1.00
3.80
1.70
0.70
4,00
2.00
7-00
€.50

6.50

GOLDEN THREAD
BIG-EYES

SQUID
HAIR=TAILS
LIZARD FISHES
CROAKERS
CONGER=-P IKE-EELS
MELON COAT
BREAMS

YELLOW BELLY
MACKERELS

RED GOAT FISH
FORK-=TAIL
HORSE=~HEAD
MELON SEED
POMFRETS
GAROUPAS
YELLOW CROAKER

NORMAL
GOOD
LIMITED *
GOOD
LIMITED
GOOD
LIMITED
GOOD
LIMITED
GOOD
NORMAL
LIMITED
NORMAL
LIMITED
LIMITED
SCARCE
LIMITED
SCARCE

5.80
3.30
6.20
2.60
2.80
2.20
3.00
2.40
5.20
1.50
4.50
3.30
1.00
5.00
3.00
8.50
8.00
71.00
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2
0
3
0
0
0
1
1
2
0.
2
0
0
2
1
2
5
5

SUPPLIES AND WHOLESALE PRICES OF LOCALLY PRODUCED VEGETABLES
(v;h.o. CHEUNG SHA WAN WHOLESALE VEGETABLE MARKET)

WHOLESALE PRICE ($/CATTY)
HIGH LOW  MODE

TYPE OF
VEGETABLE

AVAILABILITY
OF SUPPLY

FLOWERING CABBAGE
WHITE CABBAGE
CHINESE LETTUCE
WATER SPINACH
CHINESE KALE
STRING BEANS
SPRING ONION

SP INACH

WATER CRESS

LEAF MUSTARD CABBAGE
CHINESE SPINACH
TOMATO

LIMITED
GOOD
NORMAL

LIMITED
NORMAL
LIMITED

NORMAL
LIMITED

LIMITED

1.60
0.40
1.00

1.80
1.50
2.00
1.60
0.60

2.20

0.60
0.10
0.40
NO SALE
0.80
NO SALE
0.40
0.50
0.50
0.20
NO SALE
1.20

1.20
0.25
O.TD

1.40
1.00
1.50
1.20
0.40

1.60






