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WORKING PARTY TO STUDY ISSUE OF [ON-CONIIDLVEALTH
NEDICLL CRADUATLES
IR i e gk
THE GOVERNOR HAS APPROVED THE SETTING UP OF A UCRKING ;
PARTY TO EXAMINE ALL ASFLCTS OF THE PrOOLEN CF LNON=COMNIWONKNUEALTH |
MEDICAL GRADUATES, AND TO MAKE RECCHI.ENDATIOILIS,.

DR. THE HONe. GERALD CHOA, DIRECTOR OF HCDICAL AND HEALTH
SERVICES, TOLD THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL THIS TCBAY ULEN WIKDING
UP THE DEBATE ON THE WHITE PAPER ON THE FURTHER CEVELGPEENT OF
MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES IN HONG KOIlGe

DR. CHOA SAID HE WAS CIAO FOR THE GPPCRTUMITI TO CLARIFY
THE ISSUE RELATIKG TO THE SITION OF LOH CG'I“””"PLTH HIDICAL
GRADUATES AND WENT ON TO EhPLﬂlN THE EVENTS E"DIIG TO TiHE
DECISION TO SET UP A WORKING PARTY TO LOOX I''TO IT.

+IN 1966,+ HE SAID, +THE MEDICAL CLINICS ADVISORY COHMITTEE
RECOMIENDED THAT PPACTITIGLZRS UHO WERE FLnllTTED TO PRACTISE IN
EXENMPTED CLINICS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED, IF THEY €0 DESIEEZD, TO
EXAMINATIONS, AND ON PASSING EE ALLOUZED TO PRICTICEZ MZDICIHE AND
HAVE THE TITLE OF ASSISTANT EEZDICLL PRACTITIONZES.

+NATURALLY, THE RECO!MMENDATION RELATED TO PRACTICE IN HONG KONG
ONLY. IT WOULD HAVE BEEN FOR THE GENERAL LEDICAL COUICIL OF THE
UNITED KINGDOM TO DECIDE VHETHER OR KOT TO EXTLID ITS BRECOGNITION
TO THEM TO PRACTISE IN OTHER PARTS OF THE CCH..ONWUZALTH.

+TH1S RECOMMENDATION, HOVE va’ W/S OPPOELED BY COTH THE. HONG
KONG MEDICAL ASSCCIATION AND THE ERIT lofl ii—DICAL ASSOCIATION C(HONG
KOHG ERANCHD, AND IT UAS ALSO U”:;RJTUGD THAT THE UNIVERSITY OF «
HONG KONG WOULD fJT'wISH TO CCLDUST EITHER rL.nIﬁLZ. COURSES OR
EXAHINAT IONS UKDER THE CIRCUIL STANCES » ¥

+F00 THESE FhLP“‘S IT UAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR THE GOVERNHMENT TO
CARRY OUT THIS EECCIL.EZ COATION UHICH UOULD HAVE HELPED A COMNS IDERABLE
NUNSER GF IJu-Cﬁn“uh;ELLTH HZDICAL CRADUATES AT THAT TINE —— AND
COULD POSSIBLY HAVE BEEI!l EXTENDED FCR CTHERS I: LATER YEARS.

+HDUHUEH, NOW THAT IT SEENS THAT THE !EDICAL AS“OCI&TIONS
AND THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KOMNG MIGHT EE WILLIG TO TARE A
DIFFERENT STAND, THE CGVLRJuual IS FREPARED TO L:uOLS[DER THE
PROBLEN.+

IN A REFEREMCE TO OTHER POINTS EROUCHT UP BY HEL?EPS DURING
THE DEBATE ON THE UHITE PAPER, DE. CHOA TOUCHZID IP PAOTICULAR
ON THE SHORTFALL OF DOCTCRS, P‘TZ:S ColiiunlITY 1l Slhq. ThLE
REHABILITATION SERVICE, ﬂSS:SLh_NT OF THEZ FIJJICIHLY Ai'D MENTALLY
HAND ICAPPED, AND THE ACCIDENT AND ANMZULARCE SEQVICES.

/THE GREZN PAPER 4400




VEDICSDAY, AUCUST 1k, 1974

THE GREEN PAPER UHICH PRECEDED THE WHITE PAPE!
THAT A LGCAL SQUICE OF SUPPLY TO Fi:CDUZE LY 1932 AN
DOCTORS AKNUALLY UOULD EE INEEDED == 40 TO USET THE
OF 1973-1982, ANOTHER 40 TO LEET THE NZEDS CF 198
20 FOR THE PRIVATE SZCTOR. :

HAD STATED
LCDITIONAL 100
E SHORTFALL

3-1992, AND

DR. CHOA RECALLED THAT THE PROBLE! OF THZ SUPPLY OF DOCTORS
HAD BEEN REFERRED TO, Al!D HAD BELCN CAREFULLY COMSIBERED BY, THE
UNIVERSITY AKD POLYYECHMNIC CRANTS COMNMITTEE. L0 HAD EECOIIICZNDED
A SZCOND MEDICAL ESCHOOL AT THE CHIIZSE ULVERSITY OF HOHNG KONGe
THIS SCHOOL WOULD PROVIDE FACILITIES FOR TRALNIILG 100 ACDITIONAL
DOCTORS EACH YEAR.

IN THEIR REPCRT, THE UNIVERSITY AND POLYTZCHNIC GRANTS COMMITTEE
HAD EXPLAINZD THAT STOP-GAP I'ZASURES, SUCH AS USING EXISTING
HOLZITAL FACILITIES AND CONSTRUCTING ADDITIC!!"L BUILDINGS, WERE NOT
FRACTICAL FOR VARIOUS REASONS, INCLUDING THE HEAVY EXPENDITURE
INVOLVED ARD THE DISRUPTION OF KCIIIAL SERVICES.

SIMILARLY, THE COMHITTEE HAD ALSO TAKEN INTO ACCOUNT THE

DIFFERENT ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS OF THE TwO UNIVERSITIES BEFORE
IT MADE ITS RECOHHZNDATIONS . ;

+FURTHERMORE, | HAVE PREV IOUSLY EXPLAINED TO THIS COUNCIL THAT
TO APPRECIATE THE TRUE POSITION OF VACAKCIES IN THE MEDICAL AND
HEALTH OFF ICER RANK, THE NUMBER OF LEAVE RESZOVE POSTS HNUST BE
BORNE IN MIND,+ HE SAID.

+1T HAS BEEN CONTENDED THAT THE LONG QUEUES OUTSIDE THE GENERAL
CLINICS AND THE CAHMP BEDS IM THE MNAJOR HOSPITALS REFLECT
A SHORTAGE OF DOCTORS. | UOULD RATHZIR ATIRIBUTE THESZ PHENOMENA
TO THE INCREASE IN NUN3ER OF. PATJENTS OQVER TiZ YCARS, AND THE
PHYSICAL LIMITATIONS OF THE EXISTIRG HOSPITALS AND CLINICS TO
COPE VITH THE INCREASE.

AS REGARDS NURSES, DR. CHOA SAID IN CONNZCTION WITH THE
REG IONAL ISATION SCHEME PROPOSED IN THE WHITE PAPER, PLANS HAD
BEEN DRAUN UP TO REORGAMISE. THE ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE OF
BOTH: THE MED ICAL AND HEALTH AND THE NURSIRG SERVICES. .

+THE REORGANISATION IS MUCH KORE INVOLVED IN THE NURSING
SERV ICES, AND THE PROVISION OF A BETTER CAREER STRUCTURE FOR
NURSING OFF ICERS IN THE CL.INICAL, EDUCATIONAL AKD ADMINISTRATIVE
STREAIS HAS BEEN TAKEN IMTO ACCOUNT,+ HE TOLD Tkt COUNC IL.

+IN THIS LATTER RESPECT, OUR PLANS FOR THE EDUCATIONAL
STREAi1 HAVE BEEN SUPPORTED BY A NURSING ADVISER C(HISS HARGARET
LAMB) WHO RECENTLY VISITED HONG KONG. IT IS MY INTENTION THAT
HER REPORT SHOULD BE CIRCULATED TO INTERESTED EODIES FOR
INFORMATION AND COMHENT.+

DR. CHOA REPEATED THAT IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE AT THIS TIME
TO CONSIDER INAUGURATING A COiIMUNITY NURSING SERVICE. THE REASONS
WERE THAT EVEN IF THERE WERE A RESERVOIR CF RECRUITS, Tl'l::E‘EE.
WOULD REMAIN A SHORTAGE OF STAFF TO ADMINISTER 1T, AND ALSO
THE NURSE TUTORS TO GIVE THE NECESSARY TGAINING, CONSIDERING THAT
SUCH A SERVICE SHOULD APPLY TO THE WHOLE OF HONG KONG.

ml‘.: PROIISED sanase
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HE PROMISED THAT THE FEASIBILITY OF SUBSIDISING VOLUNTARY
ORGANISATIONS TO PROVIDE SUCH A SERVICE IN INDIVIDUAL DISTRICTS
WOULD BE REFERRED TO THE MED ICAL DEVELOPMENT ADV ISORY COHHITTEE
AT ITS FIRST REVIEW OF THE WHITE PAPER NEXT YEAR.

ON THE ASSESSMENT OF THE PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY HANDICAPPED,
HE SAID ALL THE GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS CONCLRIUED HAD AGREED THAT
THERE WAS A NEED FOR A FULL=-TIME SERVICE FCR SUCH ADULTS AND
CHILDREN. A PLAMN WAS UNDERWAY TO SET UP A FULL-TIHE ASSESSHMENT.
CLINIC IN THE ARRAN STREET CL.INIC IN_MOMG KOX BY THE ADDITION
OF ONE FLOGR TO THE EXISTING DUILDING. '

ADVISE HAD BEEN GIVEN ON THE REHABILITATION OF THE PARAPLEGIC
BY TWO EXPERTS, AND THEY HAD RECOMMENDED THE PROVISION OF 'SUCH
A SERVICE IN THE DUCHESS OF KENT ORTHOPAEDIC HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN,
AND THE "KOWLOON AND GRANTHAHM HOSPITAL FCOR ADULTS.

DR. CHOA NOTED THAT THE SECRETARY FOR SOCIAL SERVICES HAD
ALREADY TOLD THE COUNCIL THAT A PRUCRAHJZ‘”LAN WAS ALREADY IN HAND
TO COVER THE WHOLE FIELD OF KEHABILITATION SZRVICES. THERE WOULD
BE FULL CONSULATION WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF ALL INTERESTED
BODIES AT THE APPROPRIATE STAGE.

IN A REFERENCE TO THE ACCIDENT SERVICE, HE TOLD THE COUNCIL
THAT EVERY EFFORT WOULD BE MADE TO IMPROVE THE FACILITIES OF
EXISTING CASUALTY DEPARTHENTS. A TWO-TIER ACC IDENT SERVICE WOULD
BE INTRODUCED BY USING REGIONAL AND DISTRICT HOSPITALS AS DESIGNATED
ACC IDENT CtNTRtS AND ACCIDENT CENTRES RESPECTIVELY.

IT WOULD NOT TAKE LONG, OR MUCH PREPARATION, TO IMPLEMENT
THIS SYSTEM ONCE REGIONALISATION WAS CONPLETED. A PROGRAMME PLAN
HAD NOW BEEN STARTED ON THE ANSULAICE SZRVICE, AND THIS. WOULD
ENABLE THE DEP&RTHﬁNT TO ENSURE TIAT THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE ACCIDNNT
AND AMBULANCE SERVICES WOULD GO FORWARD TOCET/HER.

DR. CHOA ENDED ON A NOTE OF THANKS TO THE STAFF OF GOVERNMENT
DEPARTHMENTS WHO HAD BEEN RESPONSIELE FOR PRODUC ING THE WHITE
PAPER.

lHE EXPRESSED HIS GRATITUDE TO SIR ALBERT RODRIGUES,
CHAIRMAN OF THE MEDICAL DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE, AND HIS
COLLEAGUES, FOR THE REPORT ON WHICH THE WHITE PAPER HAD BEEN BASED.

HE WAS ALSO GRATEFUL TO PROFES5IONAL BODIES AND MEMBERS
OF THE PUBLIC WHO HAD OFFERED THEIR VIEUS.

---—o----
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MAKE FULLER USE OF NON=-COMMONWEALTH KIDICAL GRADUATES
GOVERNHENT URCED
ERREREDR

UNOFF IC 1AL MEMBERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY CAME OUT
STRONGLY IN SUPPORT OF NON=COINONUEALTH MEDICAL CRADUATES AMND
URGED THE GOVERNIENT TO MAKE IT POSSICLE FOR THEM TO PRACTISE IN
HONG KONG. _

THE MANY NON-COMMONUEALTH MEDICAL GRADUATES IN HONG KONG
PRESENTED A VALUACLE SOURCE OF EXPERTISE UHICH SHOULD BE TAPPED
TO HELP OFFSET THE SHORTAGE OF DOCTORS, THCY FELT. THIS COULD BE
DOKE WITHOUT TOO MUCH OUTLAY ON THE GOVERILIENT'S PART.

EXPANDING ON THE SUBJECT DURING THE DEBATE ON THE MEDICAL
WHITE PAPER, THE PRINCIPAL UNOFF ICIAL SPL!ﬁER, 1« THE HON. HARRY
FANG, SUEGESTED THAT THE UNIVERSITY OF KOLG IFOIG COULD BE GIVEN
A MANDATE TO HOLD EXTERNAL EXAHIHATIONS LEHDIFG TO A LICENTIATE
IN MEDICINE AND SURGERY OF AN EQUIVALENT STALDARD TO THE MeBeBeSe

THE EXAMINATIONS, HE SUGCESTED, SHOULD BE HELD AT REGULAR
INTERVALS, IN BOTH ENCLISH AND CHINESE, SO AS TO ENABLE ALL THOSE
WHO CLAIM TO HAVE MEDICAL QUALIFICATIONS TO BECONME REGISTERED FOR
PRACTICE IN HONG KONGe

AS SOME OF THE NON=-CONMONUEALTH GRADU&TES MIGHT REQU IRE
REFRESHER COURSES BEFORE SITTING FOR THZ CXANINATIONS, THE
UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG SHOULD ALSO EBE ASHED T0 UFFER SUCH
COURSES. IN THIS RESPECT, HE FELT THAT IT lICHT BE FEASIELE TO
REQUIRE THOSE ATTENDING REFRESHER COURESES TO SIGHN AN UIDERTAKING
TO SERVE A MINIMUM NUK3ER OF YEARS IN THE PUCLIC SERVICE UPON
COMPLETION OF THEIR INTERSHIP. KGUEVER, THIS UOULD DbPLhD ON THE
FINAL ARRANGEMENTS AKD THE METHOD OF FINALCILG.

SINCE THE PROPOSED LICENTIATE IN MEDICINE AND SURGERY WOULD
BE A LOCAL REGISTRATION ONLY, DRe FANG SAID THAT RECOCNITION BY
THE GENZRAL MEDICAL COURCIL 1N BRITAIN UDULD ROT CE KZCESSARY.

THE SCHEIE, HE ADDED, WAS NOT um.uuf PRECEDENT AND WAS IN
FACT IN OPERATION IN OTHER SOUTHEAST ASIAN COUNTRIES.

DR. FANG SAID THE PROPOSED SCHEME UOULD NOT IMPOSE A FINANCIAL
BURDZN ON THE COVERNUENT AS IT UOULD BE LARCELY SELF-FINANCING
EXPEND ITURE V'OULD BE RECOVERED DY UWAY OF FCLCS.

A3 All AS ANNOTHER STOP-GAP. MEASURE TO HELP EASZ THE DOCTOR SHORTAGE,
Dite FANG SAID THE SECOND KEDICAL SCHUOL AT TilC CHIH:E: UNIVERSITY
SHOULD BE STARTED AS A MATTER OF URCGLICY AND SUCCESTED THAT
STUDENTS BE TAKEN IN AT THE HATRICULATION LEVEL INSTEAD OF

LOWER FORM V. -

THIS WOULD NOT ONLY SAVE ONE YEAR, BUT ALSO REDUCE GOVEﬁNMENT
SPENDING, HE SAID. . ;

/EVEH IF seassa
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EVEN IF EVERYTHING WENT ACCORDING TO PLAN, HE SAID, THE FIRST
BATCH OF STUDENTS FROM THE MEDICAL SCHOCL COULD NOT BE EXPECTED TO
GRADUATE UNTIL 1984, +UE SIHPLY CANNOT UAIT THAT LONG,+ HE
STRESSED.

AS ANOTHER STEP IN THE RACE AGAINST TIME, DR. FANG SUGGESTED
THAT RATHER THAN UVAITING FOR THE COIIPLETION OF THE PROPOSED
TEACHING HOSPITAL AT EHA TIN, PART OF TIE FACILITIES OF THE
PR INCESS HARGARET HOSPITAL AT LAl CHI KOKX = IS DUE FOR COMPLETION
NEXT YEAR = COULD BE USZD TO PROVIDZ CLINMICAL TRAINING FOR
MEDICAL STUDENTS UNTIL THE SHA TIN TEACHIING HOSPITAL WAS READY.

+THIS WOULD SAVE AT LEAST THREE YEARS OF VAITING AND SHOULD
ENSURE GRADUATES FROM THE SECOND MEDICAL SCHOOL UELL BEFORE 1984.+

TURNING TO NURSING, DR. FANG DISACREED WITH THE PROPOSAL BY
THE MEDICAL DEVELOPHENT ADVISORY COiillITIEE TO RELAX THE MANDATORY
REQUIREMENT OF TWO SCIEICE SUDJECTS FOR RZGISTERED NURSE TRAINING.
HE VIEUED THIS AS A ''RETROGRADE'' STEP U:ICH SHOULD MNOT BE TAKEN
WITHOUT THE MOST CAREFUL CONSIDERATION  OF TiHE CONSEQUEICES.

A SCIENCE BACKGROUND WAS AM IMPORTANT PREREQUISITE IF FIRST
LEVEL NURSES WERE TO WORK SIDE BY SIDE UITH THE MZDICAL PRACTIONER
TO PROVIDE A COHPREHENSIVE MEDICAL AND KURSING SERVICE FOR THE
PEOPLE OF HONG KONG, HE SAID, POINTING OUT THAT THEY MUST BE ABLE
TO UNDERSTAND, FOR INSTANCE, THE NORHAL BIOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES
OF THE BODY AND THEIR EFFECTS.

DR. FANG ALSO STRESSED THAT WITH THE PROPOSED NEW TRAINING
SCHOOL FOR NURSES, THERE KUST EE A COGRESPCIIING INCREASE IN THE
NUKSER OF TUTORS AKD CLINICAL INSTRUCTORS CF UHICH THERE IS
ALREADY A SHORTACE.

HE FELT THAT ONE OF THE REASONS FOR THE SHORTACE WAS THE LACK
OF PROMOTION PROSPECTS FOR THOSE WHO DID DT CHOOSE TO BEZCOWE
ADMINISTRATORS, AID SUCCESTED THAT THE COVERINIENT CONSIDER TUO
DISTINCT STREANS FOR PROLOTION == ONZ FOR THZ ADHMINISTRATORS AND
THE OTHER FOR SPECIALIST ILURSES. AT PLESENT, PROIOTION PROSPECTS
ARE LIMITED TO ADMINISTRATIVE POSTS OllLY. J

FK=.FANG SUPPONRTED PROPOSALS FOR A COINUNITY NURSING
SCHEMEZ AND FOUND 1T +HICHLY RCCRETTACLE+ THAT THE COVERNHMENT
FELT UNABLE TO INTRODUCE SUCH A SERVICE UITHIN THE FORESEEABLE
FUTUEE, OSTENSIELY CECAUSE OF STAFF SHORTAZE.

+1 FIND THIS SOHEWHAT DIFFICULT TO ACCEPT SINCE THERE
IS A READY-NMADE RESERVOIR OF EXPERTISE AVAILACLE FOR THIS
PURPOSE,+ HE SAID.

HE WAS CONVINCED THAT SUCH A SCHEHE WAS REALISTIC ﬁMD
PRACTICAL IN HORG KONG'S CIRCUHSTANCES AND THAT IT WOULD HELP
RELIEVE HUCH NEEDED HOSPITAL EEDS.

DR. FANG ALSO EXPRESSED DISAPPO INTHENT THAT THE WHITE
PAPER GAVE LITTLE ENPHASIS TO THE NEED TO DEVELOP REHABIL ITATION
SERVICES IN HONG KOG A

/-}W:F;TIOH YIIIlL
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+REHABILITATION MUST BE CONSIDERED AN INTEGRAL PART OF
MODERN MEDICAL SERVICES,+ HE SAID. +MODERN HMEDICINE-AND
SURGERY CAN DO WOMDERS IN SAVING LIVES, BUT THERIAFTER PATIENTS
MUST BE GIVEN AN OPPORTUNITY TO RETURN TO NORHMAL LIFE IF '
THEY ARE NOT TO BECOME AN IMPOSSIBLE DRAIN ON OUR RESOURCES.+

HE WELCOMED THE PROGRAMME PLAN BEING PREPARED BY ‘THE
GOVERNMENT TO IDENTIFY THE MANPOWER AND.OTHER RESOURCES
THAT WILL BE NEEDED TO DEVELOP CO-ORDINATED AND COIPREHENSIVE
REHABILITATION SERVICES, BUT URGED THAT ELPHASIS BE PLACED
ON THE NEED TO TRAIN MORE PARA-MEDICAL STAFF, INCLUDING
IN PARTICULAR PHYSIOTHERAPISTS, OCCUPATICNAL THERAPISTS AND
SPEECH THERAPISTS.

+1T IS STAGGERING,+ HE SAID, +THAT WITH A POPULATION OF
4,20 MILLION, WE HAVE LESS THAN 20 OCCUPATIONAL THERAPISTS
AND ONLY A HANDFUL OF SPEECH THERAP ISTS.+

o~ 5 i

HONG KONG COULD NOT RELY ON OVERSEAS RECRUITMENT SINCE
DEMAND IS OUTSRIPPING SUPPLY EVERYUWHERE, HEZ SAID, AND HE
URGED THAT TOP PRIORITY BE GIVEN TO THE ESTASLISHMENT OF
A TRAINING INSTITUTE, EITHER IN THE POLYTECHNIC OR UNDER
THE WING OF THE MEDICAL AND HEALTH DEPARTIZNT.

TURNING TO THE PHYSICALLY AND MENTALLY HANDICAPPED, DR. FANG
REMAINED CONVINCED OF THE NEED, IN ADDITION TO SPECIALISED
ASSESSHENT CLINICS, FOR TWO CENTRAL COUPLEIHENSIVE ASSZSSHENT
CENTRES = ONE IN HONG KONG AND THE OTHER 1M KOULOOH = TO BE
ESTABL ISHED TO ASSESS TiHE RESIDUAL DUCREE CF PHYSICAL AND MENTAL
ABILITIES IN BOTH HANDICAPPED CHILDREN AHD ADULTS.

+SUCH FACILITIES ARE ESSENTIAL FOR THE PURPOSE OF ESTABLISH-
"ING- WHAT EDUCATIONAL ARD VOCATIONAL TRAINING IS KZEDED FOR AN
INDIVIDUAL PATIENT, SO THAT OPTIHIUH USZ HAY BE HADE OF AVAILABLE
RESOUKCES.+ 5 e

FACILITIES FOR THE PARAPLEGICS WERE ALSO WANTING, HE WENT ON.
AT PRESENT THERE IS ONLY ONE SUCH CENTRE AT THE KOULOON HOSPITAL
FOR PEOPLE WHO BECOME PARALYSED AS A RESULT OF SPIMAL CORD
INJURY OR DISEASES. DR. FANG URGED THAT PLANS BE HADE FOR THE
ESTASLISHMENT OF ANOTHER PAKAPLEGIC CENTRE TO CATER FOR SUCH
PATIENTS ON HONG KOG ISLAND, SAYING +AT THC PRESENT HOIHENT,
THESE PATIENTS ARE TAKIHG UP VALUADLE ACUTL BEDS IN THE QUEEN
MARY HOSPITAL, WHILST THE KOUWLOON PARAPLEGIC CENTRE HAS A VERY
LONG WAITING LIST.+

FINALLY, DR. FANG WELCOMED THE COVERMHMENT'S INTENTION TO REVIEW .
THE MANNER 1il WHICH CERTAIN ASSISTED HOSPITALS ARE AT PRESENT
SUSVENTED, AiD RECOMAENDSD THAT THE REVIEY BE EXTENDED TO INCLUDE
ALL ASSISTED HOSPITALS. '

/4IT IS ceeeve
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+IT 1S BECOMING INCREASINGLY CLEAR THAT THOSE HOSPITALS AT
PRESENT SUBVENTED ON A DISCRETIONARY BASIS ARE FINDING IT
VIRTUALLY IMPOSSIBLE TO RETAIN THEIR STAFF IN THE LIGHT OF THE
SALARY INCREASES GIVEN TO COVERNMENT STAFF.

+THE PROFESSIQNAL WORKERS IN THESE VOLUNTARY INSTITUTES
HAVE EVERY RIGHT TO EXPECT SIMILAR INCREASES FOR EQUAL UORK,
AND UKLESS THEY GET THEHM, CAN BE EXPECTED TO LEAVE.+

HE STRESSED THAT THE ADMINISTRATCLRS OF THESE HOSPITALS FACED
A CRITICAL AND VERY REAL PROBLEHM AND SOIE MAY SOON EE FORCED TO
CLOSE DOWN OR CURTAIL THEIR SERVICES TO THE DETRIHENT OF THE
COHMUNITY AT LARGE.

REFERRING TO THE BOARD WHICH WILL BE REVIEVING THE PROGRESS
OF THE MEDICAL PROCRAMMZ IN THE LIGHT OF CHAHNGING CIRCUIISTANCES,
DR. FANG URGED THAT IT MAKE FULL USZ OF AVAILACLE EXPECTS AMONG
PROFESSIONAL BODIES IN HONG KONG TO ENSURE THAT THE FINAL
RECOMMENDAT IONS WOULD BE COMPREHENSIVE.

HE DESCRIBED THE MEDICAL WHITE PAPER AS A MILESTONE [IN THE
DEVELOPMENT OF MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES IN HOHG KONG AND
CONGRATULATED THE MEDICAL DEVELOPHMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON THEIR
PAINSTAKING EFFORTS.

----On-iﬁﬁ /"8.-....
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BETTER MEDICAL DEAL URGED FOR -'FORGOTTEN' MIDDLE CLASS
kR K K KX ,

THE SENIOR UNOFFIC IAL MEMBER OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNC IL,
DR. THE HON. CHUNG SZE-YUEN, TODAY CALLED FOR A BETTER DEAL FOR
+THE FORGOTTEN MIDDLE CLASS+ WHO, HE SAID, WERE NOT CATERED F
IN THE MEDICAL WHITE PAPER. ' ?

+WITH THE EMERGENCE OF AN INCREASING MIDDLE CLASS IN THE
COMMUNITY OF HONG KONG, THERE ARE RISING NUMBERS OF PATIENTS WHO
WANT A BETTER SERV ICE' THAN THE THIRD CLASS IN GOVERNHMENT
HOSPITALS,+ HE SAID.

IN HIS OPINION, THE GAP IN CHARGES BETWEEN THE THIRD AND
SECOND CLASS WARDS OF GOVERNMENT HOSP ITALS WAS ALREADY TOO GREAT,
+AND THERE ARE RUMOURS THAT THIS GAP WOULC EE FURTHER WIDENED.+

THIRD CLASS PATIENTS, HE NOTED, RECEIVED COMPLETELY FREE
MEDICAL TREATMENT AND PAID ONLY A FEW DOLLARS A DAY FOR FOOD, .
WHEREAS FIRST AND SECOND CLASS PATIENTS HAD TO PAY A DAILY SUBSIST-
ENCE AS WELL AS FEES FOR EXAMINATIONS, TESTS AND OPERATIONS ==
UNLESS THEY WERE GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES.

+IN ADDITION, IT IS GENERALLY KNOWUN THAT THE PROVISION OF
SECOND CPASS BEDS IN GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS 1S VERY INADEQUATE AND,
UNLESS ONE 1S IN THE CIVIL SERVICE, IT IS VERY DIFFICULT == IF
NOT IMPOSSIBLE =— TO GAIN ADMISSION FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT.+

DR. CHUNG POINTED OUT THAT MIDDLE CLASS PEOPLE +ARE NOT ONLY
TAXPAYERS BUT ALSO FAST BECOMING THE BACKBONE OF OUR SOCIETY <+

TURNING TO THE TRAINING OF ADD IT IONAL DOCTORS, DR; CHUNG
WELCOMED THE DECISION TO SITE THE NEW HMEDICAL SCHOOL AT THE

CHINESE UNIVERSITY.

WHILE HE DID NOT DISAGREE THAT THE MEDICAL SCHOOL SHOULD
BE OPEN TO CANDIDATES FROM BOTH CHINESE MIDDLE SCHOOLS AND ANGLO= "
CH INESE SCHOOLS, HE REGARDED THE PROPOSAL ON ADHISSION PUT
FORWARD -BY THE UNIVERSITY POLYTECHNIC GRANTS COMMITTEE
+RATHER UNDESIRABLE+ FOR A NUNMBER OF REASONS.

THE U.P.G.C. HAD PROPOSED THAT ADMISSION TO THE
MED ICAL SCHOOL SHOULD BE CHOSEN FROM THOSE UHO HAD SUCCESSFULLY

COMPLETED THE FIRST YEAR AT THE CHINESE UNIVERSITY. AS A RESULT,
ENTRANTS TO THE MEDICAL SCHOOL WOULD CONSIST PARTLY OF STUDENTS
FROM THE CHINESE UNIVERSITY FIRST YEAR AND PARTLY OF STUDENTS
ENTERING FROM OUTSI THE CHINESE UNIVERSITY WHO HAD PASSED THE
APPROPR IATE +A+ LEVEL EXAMINATIONS.

ALTHOUGH A MEDICAL ADMISSIONS COMMITTEE HAD BEEN SUGGESTED
TO AVOID FAVOURITISM TO INTERMNAL CANDIDATES, DR. CHUNG SAID HE
STILL ANTICIPATED DIFFICULTIES.
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ANOTHER IMPORTANT ASPECT OF THE MIXED ADMISSION PROCESS WAS
THE +EXTRAVAGANT USE OF PUBLIC FUNDS,+ HE SAID, POINTING OUT THAT
THE COST PER STUDENT A YEAR BETWEEN THE CHINESE UNIVERSITY AND
THE CHINESE MIDDLE SCHOOLS WAS $22,000 AS AGAINST $4,000 —— A
RATIO OF FKORE THAN FIVE TO ONE. ¥

IN VIEW OF THE REPEATED CONCERN EXPRESSED IN PUBLIC BY THE:
F INANC |AL SECRETARY ON THE FAST AND VAST INCREASE IN GOVERNMENT
EXPEND ITURE, DR. CHUNG SUGGESTED THAT CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE
GIVEN TO ESTABLISH UPPER FORM 6 CLASS IN CHINESE MIDDLE SCHOOLS
SO THAT ADMISSION COULD BE CONF INED TO ONLY EXTERNAL.CANDIDATES.

ON A WIDER BASIS, HE FELT THAT IT WAS TINME FOR THE CH INESE
UNIVERSITY TO RECONSIDER ITS FOUR-YEAR SYSTEM WITH A VIEW TO
CHANGING IT TO THE MOVE ECONOMICAL THREE-YEAR
SYSTEM AS PRACTISED IN THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG.

+ SINCE GRADUATES OF THE CHINESE UNIVERSITY MEDICAL SCHOOL
SHOULD BE AND WOULD BE RECOGNISED BY THE BRITISH GENERAL MEDICAL
COUNCIL AS EXPECTED, IT IS PRESUMED THAT THE MEDICAL CURR ICULUM
AND THE TEACHING LANGUAGE WOULD BE ALMOST IDENTICAL FOR BOTH
THE CHINESE UNIVERSITY AND THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG.

~ +I1T 1S THEREFORE DESIRABLE FOR REASONS OF FAIRNESS,
EFFECTIVENESS AND EFFICIENCY THAT THERE SHOULD BE COMMON'
MATR ICULATION EXAMINATIONS FOR BOTH UNIVERSITIES IN HONG KONG,+
HE SAID.

- - - -__0 - ;--ln‘_-_ /10 Olll.-.
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COMPULSORY SERVICE IN GOVT HOSPITALS URGED
FOR ALL NEW M7DICAL GRADUATES
* 3% J K K % |

THE HON. L1 FOOK=WO TODAY SUGGESTED THAT, |AS A TEMPORARY
MEASURE TO EASE THE SHORTAGE OF DOCTORS AND NURSES IN HONG
KONG, NEW MEDICAL GRADUATES SHOULD BE REQUIRED TO SERVE IN
GOVERNMENT MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS BEFORE HOVING INTO PRIVATE
PRACTICE.

+#IN VIEW OF THE HEAVY GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY FOR TRAINING
OF MEDICAL STUDENTS,+ HE SAID, +1 FEEL THAT IT WOULD BE
QUITE REASONABLE FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO MAKE IT MANDATORY FOR'
ALL NEW GRADUATES TO SERVE GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS AND CLINICS
FOR A CERTAIN NUMBER OF YEARS BEFORE MOVING INTO PRIVATE
PRACTICE.+

MR. L1 POINTED OUT THAT THIS WAS NOT WITHOUT PRECEDENT
SINCE IN SOME COUNTRIES PRIVATE PRACT ITIONERS AND SPECIALISTS
ARE ASKED TO WORK PART-TIME IN GOVERNMENT CLINICS AT ¢
APPROPR IATE GOVERNMENT SALARIES OR NOMIWAL REHUNERATION.

- +PERHAPS, IF APPEALED TO, THERE WOULD EVEN BE GREATER
RESPONSE TO SERVE THE COMMUNITY FREE OF CHARGE,+ HE SAID
DUR ING THE DEBATE ON THE MEDICAL UHWITE PAPER.

MR. L1 ENDORSED THE REGIONALISATION CONCEPT IN THE
WHITE PAPER AND DESCRIBED ITS APPROACH AS +REASONABLE AND
REALISTIC.+

+THE SCHEME 1S ALSO FLEXIBLE IN THAT IT IS PLANNING
FOR THE BASICS TO BE COMPLETED BY 1984 AND LEAVING THE
REMAINING ESSENTIALS FOR A LATER STAGE,+ HE NOTED.

HOWEVER, MR. L1 EXPRESSED DISAPPOINTHMENT OVER THE
FACT THAT THE RATIO OF 5.5 BEDS PER 1,000 POPULATION AS

RECOMMENDED BY THE MEDICAL DEVELOPMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE
WOULD NOT BE ACHIZVED BY 1982. THIS FIGURE, HZ NOTED, WAS
ACCEPTED BY THE GOVERNMENT AS A DESIRABLE ONE FOR LONG-TERM
PLANN ING PURPOSES ONLY.

HE HOPED THAT THIS RATIO COULD BE ACHIZVED SOONER BY
UTILISING EVERY AVAILADLE BED IN GOVERNHENT AND GOVERNHENT=
ASSISTED HOSPITALS UHILE NEW HOSPITALS UERE BEING BUILT.

MRe LI NOTED THAT WHILE THERE WAS A GREAT DEAL OF
OVERCROUD ING IN GOVERNHMENT HOSPITALS, THE CCCUPANCY RATES
IN MOST GOVERNMENT-ASSISTED HOSPITALS WERE +LOUER THAN
DESIRABLE,+ AND HE URGED THAT A THOROUGH STUDY BE HADE WITH
A VIEW TO ENABLING A MORE EVEN USE OF AVAILAGLE BEDS.

/ ON GOVERIDIENT ssseee
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ON GOVERNMENT SUBVENTION TO ASSISTED HOSPITALS, MR. LI
SAID THAT WHEN THE RECOGNISED HOSPITALS WERE STANDARD ISED
AS TO SERVYICES AND CHARGES, IT MIGHT BE FEASIBLE TO SUBVENT
ALL THOSE GOVERNMENT-ASSISTED HOSP ITALS OF RECOGNISED AND
ACCEPTABLE STANDARDS ON THE BASIS OF DEF ICIENCY GRANTS.

+IN THIS WAY, ALL EMPLOYEES OF THESE HOSPITALS WILL
NATURALLY RECEIVE EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL SERVICES RENDERED AND
THE PROBLEM OF DISPARITY IN THE STANDARD AND QUALITY OF
SERV ICE SHOULD BECOME NON-EX ISTENT,+ HE SAID.

MR. L] SUPPORTED THE GOVERNMENT'S PROPOSAL FOR FREE
MED ICAL TREATEMENT FOR THIRD CLASS PATIENTS, BUT WITH A
UNIFORM FEE FOR SUBSISTENCE AND A SPECIAL REMISSION
SCHEME IN CASE OF NEED.

HE FELT THAT A SMALL FEE, HOWEVER SMALL, +ADDS VALUE
TO SERVICES RECEIVED AND GIVES AN OTHERWISE CHARITABLE
PATIENT SOME PRIDE BY REMOVING THE STIGMA OF BEING A FREE
PATIENT .+ -

MR. LI DEPLORED THE +RATHER ARROGANT AND SUPERIOR ATTITUDE+
DISPLAYED BY SOME GOVERNMENT MEDICAL STAFF TOUARDS PATIENTS,
AND HOPED THAT CONT INUED EDUCATION COURSES WOULD INMPROVE
THE SITUATION.

TURNING TO ALLEGATION OF TIPS SQUEEZED OUT OF PATIENTS
BY MENIAL STAFF FOR SERVICES RENDERED, MR. L1 CALLED FOR A
THOROUGH INVESTIGATION AND IMMEDIATE REMEDIAL STEPS.

IT WAS ESSENTIAL, HE STRESSED, THAT BOTH QUALITATIVE AND
QUANTITATIVE IMPROVEMENT OF MEDICAL SERVICES AND PERSONNEL
MUST BE AIMED AT. :

ON THE GOVERNMENT'S SUBSTANTIAL PARTICIPATION IN
FAMILY PLANNING AND TREATMENT OF DRUG ADDICTION, MR. LI
HOPED THAT THERE WOULD BE INCREASED GOVERNMENT LIAISON WITH
THE VOLUNTARY AGENCIES CONCERNED IN BOTH FIELDS FOR THE
PURPOSE OF MUTUAL BENEFIT AND SUCCESSFUL ACHIEVENMENT.

—--—0—---
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COMMUNITY NURSING SERVICE PROPOSED
X X X xxtx

A COMMUNITY NURSING SERVICE WHICH, IN EFFECT, WOULD EXTEND
HOSPITAL SERVICE TO THE HOME AND FREE MORE HOSPITAL BEDS FOR
URGENT CASES, WAS PROPOSED TODAY BY THE HONe. MISS KO SJU-WAH.

EXPERIENCE FROM SOME SMALL EXPER IMENTS CONDUCTED IN HONG
KONG, SHE TOLD COUNCIL, SHOWED THAT SUCH A SERVICE WAS NOT ONLY
FEASIBLE BUT WAS WELCOMED BY CUSTOMERS, ESPECIALLY IN CARING FOR
BABIES AND THE AGED.

NOTING THAT THERE MIGHT BE PROBLEMS IN EXPANDING THE PROGRAMME
ON A COLONY-WIDE BASIS DUE TO LACK OF FUNDS AND QUALIFIED NURSES,
MISS KO SUGGESTED THAT THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD CONSIDER +SUBSTANTIAL
SUBSIDY+ TO PRIVATE HOSPITALS OR VOLUNTARY AGENCIES CAPABLE OF '
STARTING PILOT SCHEMES IN THEIR DISTRICTS. BUT THE ULTIMATE AIM
SHOULD BE TO HAVE A COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAMNME.

+THROUGH COMMUNITY NURSING SERVICE,+ MISS KO SAID, +PATIENTS
COULD BE ENCOURAGED, WITH THE HELP OF THEIR FAMILIES, TO CONTRI3UTE
TO THEIR OWN REMABILITATION. RELAPSE OF ILLNESS COULD BE PREVENTED
BY PROVIDING NURSING CARE AND HEALTH EDUCATION TO PATIENTS WITHIN
THEIR OUN HOHMES.

+AT THE SAME TIME THE FAMILY COULD BE EDUCATED IN PREVENTIVE
SELF~CARE, THUS POSSIBLY AVOIDING THE NECESSITY OF HOSPITALISATION.+

THROUGH SUCH A SERVICE, MISS KO WENT ON, PATIENTS WOULD ALSO
BE ABLE TO RETURN HOME SOON AFTER INTENSIVE HMEDICAL TREATHENT, AND
THIS WOULD LEAD TO AN ECOMOHMY III THE USE OF LOSPITAL BEDS.

+HOME NURSING CARE COULD ALSO BE PROVIDED FOR PATIZNTS WHOSE
GENERAL CONDITION IS UNSUITASLE FOR OUT-PATIENT ATTENDANCE, THUS
RELIZVING OVERCHOUDED OUT-PATIENT DEPARTHZNTS A3 UELL,+
SHE Siﬂl IF.}.

MISS KO NOTED THAT DUE TO THE INCREASE OF HEDICAL AND HEALTH
SERVICE AND HOSPITAL BEDS, THERE WOULD BE A CREAT DEHAND FOR HORE
MED ICAL SOCIAL WORKERS, AND SHE HOPED THAT IN-TIRVICE TRAINING
FOR MEDICAL SOCIAL WORKERS WOULD BE PROVIDED FOR ALL THOSE
SERVING IN PRIVATE HOSPETALS IN THE FUTURE.

THE TIME HAD ALSO COME, SHE ADDED, FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION
OF A POPULATION POLICY FOR HONG KONG S1HCE POPULATION CROWTH UAS
CONSIDERED THE GREATEST DANGER TO SOCIAL PiOGHESS AND )
DEVELOPHENT, INCLUDING MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES.

--—-0———-
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CALL FOR MORE POSITIVE APPROACH
TO EMERGENCY SERVICE
¥ ¥ X X XK

THE HON. FRANCIS TIEN TODAY CALLED FOR A MORE POSITIVE
APPROACH IN THE PROVISION OF MEDICAL SERVICE IN EMERGENCY CASES,
PARTICULARLY IN RESPECT OF INDUSTR 1AL WORKERS.

+WITH THE HIGH COST THAT WE WILL HAVE TO MEET IN ORDER TO
_PROVIDE BETTER AND MORE ADEQUATE MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERV ICES,
IT IS THOUGHT THAT THE INTERESTS OF THE  INDUSTRIAL WORKERS
DESERVE MORE ATTENTION,+ HE SAID. '

SPEAK ING DURING THE DEBATE ON THE MEDICAL WHITE PAPER,
MR. TIEN NOTED THAT OCCUPATIONAL AND INDUSTRIAL ACC IDENTS ' AMOUNTED
TO 30,000 A YEAR, AND A SUBSTANTIAL PROPORTION OF THIS MUST HAVE
OCCURRED 1IN INDUSTR IES.

HE DESCRIBED THE EXISTING WORKMEN'S COMPENSAT ION_-SCHEME
AS +A WEAK REMEDY+ AS NO AMOUNT OF MONEY COULD RECOMPENSE THE
PHYS ICAL SUFFERINGS OF THE REC IP IENTS.

+ONCE AN ACC IDENT HAPPENS, THE VICTIMS ARE HELPLESS AND
THE HOPE OF SURYIVING OR BEING SPARED DISABLEMENT IS PINNED ON -
THE MED ICAL TREATMENT THAT IS GIVEN IN THE PREC10US EARLY MOMENT,+
HE SAID, EMPHASISING THAT HIGH PRIORITY SHOULD BE GIVEN TO THE
PROVISION OF AN ADEQUATE AND EFF ICIENT ACCIDENT SERVICE SUPPORTEE
BY AN ADEQUATE AND WELL-TRA INED AMBULANCE SERVICE. THE COST OF
THIS, HE FELT, WOULD NOT REACH ANY SIGNIF ICANT PROPORTION IN
THE OVERALL PROJECT.

WHILE THE WH ITE PAPER RECOGNIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF
EXPAND ING THE INDUSTRIAL HEALTH SERVICE TO A FULL OCCUPATIONAL
HEALTH SERVICE, HE SAID, IT APPEARED TO BE LESS PRECISE IN REGARD
TO THE CLINICAL ASPECT IN ITS MEASURES TO IMPROVE THE CASUALTY
AND ACC IDENT SERVICE. 5 ;

+1T WOULD HAVE GIVEN US SOME REAL CONSOLATION IF THE WHITE
PAPER COULD BE MORE POSITIVE IN ITS APPROACH TO EMERGENCY SERVICE
—— FROM AMBULANCE TO EMERGENCY TREATMENT .+

MR. TIEN FELT THAT THE AMBULANCE SERVICE, NOW UNDER THE
FIRE SERVICES DEPARTMENT, COULD BE BROUGHT WITHIN THE PURVIEW
OF THE WHITE PAPER TO OBTAIN CO-ORDINATED PROGRESS OF AN ENHANCED
MEDICAL SERVICE.

SOME REFERENCE WAS MADE TO THE POSSIBLE RE~ORCANISATION OF
THE CASUALTY AND ACCIDENT SERV ICE, HE NOTED, BUT THIS IN ITSELF
WOULD DEPEND ON THE OUTCOME OF DETAILED INVESTIGATIONS WHICH
HAD YET TO BE LAUNCHED UNTIL THE PROPOSED INTEGRATED HOSP ITAL
STRUCTURE HAS BEEN ESTABL ISHED.

- == === -
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HONG KONG MUST AIM TO BECOME A LEADER
IN MEDICAL SERVICES
"R XXX

AS A PROGRESSIVE INDUSTRIAL CITY, HONG KONG SHOULD AIM TO
HAVE HOSPITAL FACILITIES AND SERVICES THAT ARE SECOND TO NONE
IN THIS PART OF THE WORLD, THE HON. HILTON CHEONG-LEEN, SAID
TODAY «

SPEAK ING DURING THE DEBATE ON THE MEDICAL WHITE PAPER, HE
SAID THE OBJECTIVE TO BUILD NEW HOSPITALS AND CLINICS TO MEET
EXPECTED POPULATION GROWTH WAS A LAUDABLE ONzZ, BUT HE COULD NOT
HELP FEELING THAT THE ASSUMED 1982 POPULATION OF 4.96 MILLION,
ON WHICH PLANNING IS BASED, WAS ON THE LOU SIDE. THE WHITE PAPER HAS
PROJECTED AN INCREASE IN THE RATIO OF BEDS FROM 4.25 BEDS PER
1,000 POPULATION IN 1972 TO 5.5 BEDS WHEN THE EAST KOWLOON
HOSP ITAL IS BUILT.

MR. CHEONG-LEEN ALSO FELT THAT THE PROPOSALS FCR SIX NEW
POLYCLINICS, SIX ADDITIONAL GENERAL CLINICS AND THE REPROVISIONING
OF FOUR EXISTING CLINICS, WOULD PROBABLY ALSO ''FALL SHORT OF THE
MARK IN PROVIDING REASONABLY ADEQUATE CLINIC FACILITIES,''
ESPECIALLY IF THE REGIONAL APPROACH WAS TO BE ADOPTED AND A
STANDARD URBAN CLINIC WAS TO BE ESTABLISHED FOR EVERY 100,000
OF URBAN POPULATION.

+THE BUILDING OF DIFFERENT TYPES OF CLINICS MUST PROCEED
WITH UTHOST SPEED,+ HE STRESSED, +AND EXISTING CLINIC FACILITIES
BE IMPROVED CONTINUOUSLY SO THAT THEY ARE PUT TO MAXIMUM USE TO
REDUCE QUEUING CONGESTION AND LONG WAITING HOURS.+

HE WELCOMED THE GOVERNMENT'S DECISION TO ESTABLISH A SECOND
MEDICAL SCHOOL AT THE CHINESE UNIVERSITY AND A DENTAL SCHOOL AT
THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG, BUT REGRETTED THAT THE SERVICES OF
SEVERAL HUNDRED NON-COMMONWEALTH MEDICAL CGRADUATES WERE NOT PUT
TO GOOD USE IN HONG KONGe

CALLING FOR A LONG HARD LOOK AT THE PROBLEM, MR. CHEONG-LEEN
SAID: +IT DOES SEEM TO BE AN AROMALY THAT THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD
ALLOW CHINESE HERBAL ISTS AND ACUPUNCTURISTS TO PRACTI E THEIR
HEAL ING ART WITHOUT ANY RESTRICTION WHATSOEZVER, WHILE NON-
COI4MONWEATH MEDICAL GRADUATES WITH FIVE TO SEVEN YEARS'

TRAINING OR MORE ARE NOT PERMITTED TO PRACTISE IN HONG KONG.+

MR. CHEONG-LEEN ALSO URGED NON~COMMONWZALTH DOCTORS TO
EXERCISE DIGNITY AND RESTRAINT WHILE SEEKING A SOLUTION TO THEIR
PROELEM. d

FECAS LA o QT
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MODERNISATION OF AMBULANCE SERVICE URGED
X % KX X %

THE AMBULANCE SERVICE SHOULD BE MODERNISED AS A MATTER
OF URGENCY WITH UP-TO-DATE ORGANISATICN AND EQUIPMENT, THE
HON. ROGER LOBO SAID TODAY.

+WE HOPE THAT IT WILL BE POSSIBLE TO STATION IN EACH
AMBULANCE PARA-MEDICAL STAFF WITH A HIGHER DEGREE OF MEDICAL

KNOWLEDGE THAN EXISTING CREWS AND TO INTRODUCE A SYSTEM OF
SHORT-WAVE TWO-WAY COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE AMBULANCES AND
REGIONAL HOSPITALS SO THAT CASUALTIES COULD BE BETTER ATTENDED
TO EN ROUTE UNDER EXPERT INSTRUCTICN,+ HE SAID DURING THE
DEBATE ON THE MEDICAL WHITE PAPER.

TH1S, HE ADDED, WOULD ENABLE THE RECEIVING CENTRES TO
BE MADE AWARE IN ADVANCE OF THE DETAILS OF INCOMING CASES,
AND” FAC IL ITATE PREPARATIONS FOR THEIR RECEPTION AND FOR
NECESSARY EMERGENCY ACTICN. '

MR. LOBO TOLD COUNCIL HE WAS NOT CRITICISING THE GbOD
WORK OF PRESENT AMBULANCE CREWS.

+HOWEVER, SINCE THERE ARE NOW OVER 125,000 PATIENTS
CARRIED EACH YEAR =—- ABOUT ONE EVERY FOUR MINUTES == ONE MUST
CERTAINLY SEE THAT THERE 1S JUSTIFICATION FOR IMPROVING IN
EVERY WAY POSSIBLE THE STANDARDS OF A SERVICE WHICH IS VITAL
AND WHICH. IS INDEED A MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH.+

MR. LOBO SAID HE AND HIS UNOFF IC IAL COLLEAGUES IN
PRINC IPLE ACCEPTED THE WHITE PAPER ON FURTHER MED ICAL DEVELOPMENT
AND WELCOMED THE MAJOR STEPS FORWARD PROVICED IN I1T. THEY
ALSO WELCOMED THE ASSURANCE THAT THE UWHITE PAPER WOULD BE SUBJECT
TO ANNUAL REVIEW IN THE LIGHT OF CHANGING MEEDS AND
C IRCUMSTANCES.

; THE UNOFFICIALS, HE SAID, APPRECIATED THAT THE F INANC 1AL
iNPLICATION WAS THE PRIMARY FACTOR GOVERNING THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THIS MASSIVE PROGRAMHME.

HE POINTED OUT, HOWEVER, THAT WHILE IT WOULD BE
IMPOSSIBLE TO ACHIEVE ALL OUR MNEEDS AT ONCE, THE QUESTION
COULD NOT ONLY BE LOOKED AT IN TERMS OF COST —— ESTIMATED AT
TODAY 'S PRICES AT $690 MILLICN CAPITAL EXPENDIURE AND
$600 MILL ION RECURRENT EXPENDITURE FOR PHASE GNE.

+WHAT 1S PROPOSED IN.THE WHITE PAPER IS A MAJOR ADVANCE,
AND THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT THAT THE MONEY MUST BE FOUND FOR
IT,+ HE STRESSED.

IN PASSING, MR. LOBO PAID WARM TRIBUTE TO THE NEDICAL
AND HEALTH DEPARTHENT FOR TS ACHIEVEMENTS DESPITE HEAVY ODDS.
IN PARTICULARK, THE DEPARTMENT HAD BEEN HIGHEY -SUCEGESSEUL. IN
ERAD ICATING TUBERCULOSIS AND IN MAINTAINING A HICH DEGREE
OF FREEDOM FROM COMIMUNICABLE DISCASES.

- e owm ) e -
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TOUN PLANNING POLICY CRITICISED
IR R RN |

THE HON. JAMES WU TODAY CALLED FOR AN EARLY ENACTMENT
OF NEW LEGISLATION TO CORRECT AN +INEQUITAELE SITUATION+ ARISING
FRON +INJURIOUS AFFECTION OF PROPERTIES DY DEVELOPNENT SCHEMS AND OF
FAILURE BY THE COVERLIZENT TO PROVIDE COLPENSATIOH.+

IE STRESSED THAT THIS UAS A MATTER OF GREAT URCENCY AND
+A HOST INPORTANT NATTER OF PRILCIPLE,+ UMICH APPEARED TO HAVE
BEEN OVERLOOKED IN FORMULATILG DEVELOPIZNT SCLENES IN THE PAST.

+EQUALLY IT APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN OVERLOOKED IN SOME REQPECTS
IN GOING AHEAD WITH THE MASS TRANSIT SCHZIE,+ HE SAID.

MR. WU POINTED QUT THAT THE COUIUNITY UOULD SUPPORT
DEVELOPHENT SCHELES PLANNED FOR SLUN CLEARAICE, OR THE MASS
TRANSIT RAILWAY OR RECREATIONAL PURPOSES.

+BUT THERE 1S A COROLLARY TO THIS. IF DURING THE PROCESS OF
DEVELOPHENT THE RICHTS OF PROPERTY OUNZRS ARE AFFECTED CLEARLY
THEY MUST RECEIVE ADEQUATE COKPENSATION.+ :

: APART FROM DEALING WITH THE DIFFICULTIES AND HARDSHIP EXPER IENCB
BY NANY PROPERTY CUNERS, HE ALSO TOUCHED ON VARIOUS PROBLENS THAT
PRIVATE DEVELOPERS FACED.

3. KU WAS EPCAKING DURING THE RESUIZD DEDATE OM THE TOWN
PLANNING CAHENDUENT AID VALIDATION) BILL EMICH WAS PASSED WITH
SEVERAL AFZNDMENTS.

THE BILL AINZD AT RENMOVING UNCERTAINTY OVER THE PRINC IPAL
ORDINAICE UHICH AROSE FOLLOUILG A COURT JUDCHZNT IN JUNE THIS
YEAR. THE JUDGLZNT CROUGHT INTO DOUDT TIE VALIDITY CF ALL DRAFT
AKND APPROVED TOUN PLANS. ' .

THE ANENDNENTS TO THE BILL UERE ACREED EETUEEN THE GOVERNMENT
AND AN AD HOC GROUP OF UROFFICIAL NEFBERS. :

UIDER ONE AICKDMENT, THE BILL UILL HAVE IO EFFECT ON THE RIGHT
OF ANY PERSON UMOSE PLANS HAVE ALREADY BEEN LPPROVED.

OTHER AMENDIHENTS PROVIDE FOR A RICHT OF APPEAL FROM THE
TOUN PLALNING EOARD TO A HICHZR TRIBUNAL, AID THAT THE DIAGRAMS,
ILLUSTRATIONS, ROTES OR DESCRIPTIVE NATTERS GN FLANS UHICH VILL BE
VALIDATED BY THE DILL ARE LINITED TO THOSE UHICH UERE ORIGINALLY
APPL.OVED BY THE TOUN PLANNILG COARD.

CONMMENTING ON THE BILL, MR. WU SAID UVHMILE THERE APPEARED TO
BE 1D ALTERNATIVE CUT TO PASS THE LEGISLATICN IT WAS A MATTER OF
GREAT COLCERN TO THZ COMIUNITY THAT THERE UAS NO PROVISION FOR
AN [PPEAL BEYOKD THE TOUN PLALNING COACD ITSELF AND FOR COIMPENSATION
AS 1IN THE CASE OF SIHMILAR LEGISLATION [N TUE UMNITED KINGDON.
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+ANOTHER POINT 1S THAT THE TOUN PLARNING ORDINANCE MAKES NO
PROV IS10!I FOR COINPENSATION FOR FROZEN PROPERTIES =— THAT IS TO SAY,
I':I,TEIDEEOF%PERTIES LHICH BECAUSE OF QUTLINE ZONING PLANS CANNOT BE
VE FED+

HE POINTED OUT THAT FOLLOWING THE PUBLICATION OF SUCH PLANS FOR
- WANCHAl AND YAU MA TEl, THE UMELCO OFFICE RECEIVED SEVERAL COMPLAINTS
FROH PECPLE WHOSE PROPERTIES WERE AFFECTED IN TillS WAY.

THEIR OBJECTIONS WERE DISHISSED AND THEIR OFFERS TO SELL THEIR
PROPERT IES WERE TURNED DOUN. CONSEQUENTLY, THEY COULD NEITHER .
REDEVELOP THEIR PROPERTIES NOR SELL THEM, RESULTING IN SUBSTANTIAL . -
FINALC AL LOSS. i

. . +SIKCE THIS SITUATION IS CLEARLY KOST INEQUITABLE UMELCO

TOOK UP WITH GOVERNINENT THE QUESTION OF ACQUISITION BY THE CROUN AND
PAYIENT OF COMPENSATION TO THE PERSONS COICERIZD, SUGGESTING THAT

IT SHOULD BE CONPULSORY IN SUCH CIRCULSTAILCES, SHOULD THE PROPERTY
OWNER SO UISH, FOR-THE CROUN TO PURCHASE THE PROPERTY WITHOUT
WAITING UNTIL IT BECAME NECESSARY TO RESUL'Z THE LAND IN ORDER TO
ILPLEMENT THE PARTICULAR PROJECT APFECTILG THE PROPERTY.

+THE POINT OF PRINCIPLE WAS ACCEPTED BY GOVERNMENT AND
UMELCO WERE INFORMED FUNDS WOULD EE PROVIDED FOR THE PURCHASE OF
SUCH PROPERTIES, AN ASSURANCE WAS GIVEN THAT OUMERS OF SUCH
PROPERTIES COULD APPROACH THE DIRECTOR OF LAIDS AND SURVEY TO
OFFER THEIR PROPERTY FOR SALE AT ANY TIEE.+

HOWEVER, FR. WU SAID THE GOVERNMENT SEENED TO HAVE GONE BACK
ON THIS UNDERTAKING. 2

~* COMMENTING ON THE HIGH RENTAL FOR BUSINESS AND DOMESTIC PREMISES
PARTICULARLY ON THE ISLAND, MR. WU SAID: +RENTALS FOR OFFICE SPACE
HAVE NOW REACHED $10 PER SQ.FT. PER FONTH IH THE CENTRAL AREA,
. HIGHER THAN EVEN IN TOKYO AND NEW YORK, ARD JUSTIFY ING THE RE-
DEVELOPEENT OF A HIGH-RISE BLOCK LESS THAHN 20 YEARS OLD. -

-il?_
. __+DOMESTIC PREMISES ARE COSTIEG A MININUM OF $250-$300 PER
~ <8Q.FT. TO PURCHASE, OR $2.50 TO $3.50 PER SQ.FT. PER MONTH TO RENT
- SO THAT A FAMILY OF FOUR OR FIVE LIVING Ii A FLAT OF 350-400 SQ.FT.
* »’WOULD HAVE TO PAY AS0UT $1,000 PER_MONTH, A RATE THE FAMILY CAN
HARDLY AFFORD IF THE IHCOME IS BELOW $3,000 PER MONTH.+ sl

BUILDING RESTRICTION, HE SAID, HAD MADE PERMANENTLY INACCESSIBLE
OR HAVE TEMPORARILY FROZEN HUGE AREAS OF AVAILABLE LAND WHICH WOULD
OTHERWISE BE AVAILABLE FOR DEVELOFMENT TO HELP EASE THE ACUTE LAND
SHORTAGE. HE QUOTED AS EXAMPLES THE RESTRICTIONS ON THE POKFULAM
AND MID-LEVELS AREAS. 300 ;

+YET AGAIN, THERE HAVE BEEN EXAMPLES OF OVER-IDEALISTIC TOWN
PLANNING SUCH AS THE DRAFT TOWN PLAN OF THE PEAK AREA PERMITTING
DEVELOPMENT TO A PLOT RATIO OF ONLY 0.5, AND THE RESERVATION OF
THE 100-ACRE WANCHAI RECLAMATION TO MAINLY GOVERNMENT AND
INSTITUTIONAL USE.

ey
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+SUCH PLANNING CAN ONLY AGGRAVATE THE SITUATION, INASHMUCH AS
PEOPLE WOULD STILL LIKE TO LIVE NEAR THEIR WCRK TO AVOID
INADEQUATE AND DIFFICULT TRAFFIC CONDITIONS,+ HE SAID.

liRe WU CONTINUED THAT ANOTHER SERIOUS IRHIBITION TO PRIVATE
DEVELOPMENT WAS THE +UL.REASONASLE REQUIRCIICNT+ OF CAR PARKS.

Il THE LOTS OF ZOKZ 1] C(SUBURBAN AREA)> CROUN LAND PUT OUT
FOR AUCTION WITHIN THE PAST EIGHT HONTHS, T.LI.Z U.LS A FROVISION
IN THE COKDITIONS CF SALE TO PROVIDE CAR P/LIIIG AT THE RATE
OF 1.5 CAR-PARK PER FLAT. .

BUT HE SAID IT WOULD BE TOO COSTLY TO PROVIDE CAR PARKS
AT THIS RATIO, ESPECIALLY IN THE DEVELGPUZNT OF SHALLER FLATS.

HE SAID THE GOVERNIMENT HAD VERY EOLDLY LAUNCHED A 10-YEAR
HOUS ING PROGRAMHME TO ALLEVIATE HONG KONG'S HOUSING PROCLEIl.

+UHY NOT LET THE PRIVATE SECTOR HELP AND IN THE PRCCESS
GENERATE MORE REVENUE IN LAND SALES, RATES; ETC., AS THEY HAVE
TREHENDOUS RESOURCES FINANCIALLY AKRD ABILITY WICE, AND AT A TIME
WHEH A LOT OF THEIR FACILITIES AHND HMANPOUZR ARE LYING IDLE?

+YET OUR PRIVATE HOUSING INDUSTRY CANNOT EE CONTRIBUTING
UNLESS THE INDUSTRY HAS LAND TO BUILD ON, AND BE PERHITTED TO
BUILD ON.

+UE YOULD THEREFCRE BE GREATLY MISTAKEN TO BRUSH ASIDE THE
APPEALS OF THE REAL ESTATE DEVELOPERS AS BEING OHLY OF SELF
INTEREST,+ MNR. WU ALDED.

THE HON. LO TAK=CHING ALSO SPOKE ON THE DILL, AND SAID THAT
MOST OF WHAT HAD BECHN SAID AGAINST IT +15 PERFECTLY VALID AS
AGAINST THE HAIN ORDIHANCE RATHER THAN THIS ACTUAL BILL.#~

IHE'HDDED: +HOUEVER, THE FACT EEMAINS THAT UHATEVER MAY BE
WRONG ®WITH OUR TOUN PLAINMING POLICY TODAY, IT UOULD CLEARLY BE
WROKNG TO ELIMINATE THEM SUNILRILY o+

MR. LO SAID HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE GOVERNNMENT WAS UORKING OH

A KEWU TOUN PLANNING ORDINANCE AND HE EXPECTED IT TO BE SUSHITTED
WITHIN 12 TO EIGHTEEN HOHTHS.

--——0—-—_
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THREE-MONTH TIME LIMIT SET FOR COINPENSATION PAYMENTS
FOR PROPERTIES AFFECTED BY NTR SYSTEN
iB)e Ik JE 3R DR ;

THE MASS TRANSIT RAILUAY CLAND RESUIIPTION AND RELATED
PROYISIONS) BILL PASSED ITS THIRD AND FIIIAL READING IN THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY VITH CZVERAL ALEIDIENTS.

: THE AMENDHENTS WERE HOVED 'BY THE HOl. LO TAK=-SHING AND -
RELATED HAINLY TO THE QUZSTION OF COIPEISATION FOR PROPERTY
AFFECTED BY THE MASS TRAUSIT SYSTEN. THE AIZLDEENTS RELATE ONLY
TO THE FIRST FouR STAGES OF THE RAILUAY, CUT TiE ATTCRIZY GENERAL
WILL BE LOOKING IMTO COLPENSATION WITH REGARD TO STAGES V TO IX
IN THE COURSE OF IEXT YGAR.

ER. LO SAID THAT THE BILL, IN ITS ORIGINAL FORM, DID NOT
MAINTAIN THE BALANCE THAT HUST BE CONSTANTLY STRUCK BETUEEN THE
OVERRIDING DUTY OF THE STATE 10 EHSURE TUAT CSSENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS
ARE UNDERTAKEN FOR THE BENEFIT OF TUE ULCLE CCIRUNITY AND THE
EQUALLY COMPELLING NZEED TO CCUPENCSATE THOCZ UHOSE RIGHTS HAY BE
INJURED IN THE PROCESS. ' :

ONE 1MPORTANT ANENDMENT PROVIDES FOR COMPENSATION TO BE PATD 70 A
PERSON VHOSE PROPERTY IS AFFECTED BY TUE DASS TRANSIT SYSTEIL .
e 1o JUITHIN THREE EONTHS OF TUS ACREENSHT OR AuakD,
UKLESS THERE IS A DISPUTE AS TQO TiE PCRCON ENTITLED TO SUCH
COLPENSATION. THE ORIGINAL DIUL DID NOT HZPCSZ A TIME LIGIT
FOR THE GOVERNNENT TO PAY SUCII COILPENSATION.

THE HON. HILTON CHEOHNG-L'EEN ALSO SPCKE Ol THE BILL AND URGED
THAT UORK ON THE FIRST FOUR STAGES OF THE RAILUAY SYSTEN BE STARTED
WITHOUT FURTHER DELAY.

SOHE MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC, HE MOTED, HAD RECENTLY STATED
THAT IT UOULD EE DETTER TO DEFCR THE EUILDING OF THE SYSTEM AND
USE THE HONEY TO CUILD NORE PUBLIC HOUSII:Ge VHILE THIS DAS -
SUPERFICIALLY ATTRACTIVE, HR. CHEONG-LEZN FCLT: IT OULD MOT BE
IN THE LONG-TERH INTERESTS OF MOIG KOLG.

HONG KONG WAS ALREADY’ COMMITTED TO A MASSIVE PUBLIC HOUSING
PROGRANNE, HE NOTED, AND AN ADEQUATE PUCLIC TRALISPORT SYSTEM TO
EEET INDUSTRIAL, COMMERC LAL ARD RISING POPULATION NEEDS WAS
EQUALLY IHPORTANT.

--1—-0----
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SEVERANCE PAY BILL PASSED WITH MODIFICATIONS
¥ X % x X X%

THE SEVERACE PAY-BILL COMPLETED ITS PASSAGE THROUGH THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY AND WILL COME INTO EFFECT ON A DATE
TO BE PUBLISHED IN THE GOVERNMENT GAZETTE.

DURING THE COMMITTEE STAGE, THE SECRETARY FOR SOCIAL
SERVICES, THE HON. L1 FOOK-KOW, MOVED A NUMBER OF AMENDMENTS
TO THE BILL == SOME TECHNICAL, AND OTHERS ARISING FROM THE

PUBL IC DEBATE ON IT IN RECENT MONTHS.

HE SAID THAT THE BILL IN ITS FINAL FORM REPRESENTED A
COMPROMISE BETWEEN DIRECTLY OPPOSING VIEWS.

+HOWEVER IT GIVES EVERY QUALIFIED WORKER A LEGAL RIGHT
TO CLAIM SEVERANCE PAY HEN HE 'IS DISMISSED BY REASON
OF REDUNDANCY,+ HE SAID. +THE SOCIAL ADVANTAGES OF ESTABL ISHING
THIS PRINCIPLE HAVE BEEN JUDGED OF SUFFICIENT IMPORTANCE TO -
OUTWEIGH THE RISKS OF CREATING DIFFICULTIES FOR A LIMITED
NUMBER OF SMALLER EMPLOYERS.

+THIS CAN ONLY BE REGARDED AS A CONSIDERABLE ADVANCE IN
THE FIELD OF SOCIAL LEGISLATION, AND ONE ON WHICH WE SHOULD
AIM TO BUILD IN THE FUTURE.+

THE NEW LEGISLATION WILL BECOME PART VA OF THE
EMPLOYMENT ORD INANCE.

COMMENT ING ON IT THIS AFTERNOON, THE COMMISSIONER OF
LABOUR, MR. IAN PRICE, SAID : +THE PASSING OF THIS BILL
REPRESENTS A GREAT STEP FORWARD. IT 1S THE CULMINATION OF OVER
FOUR YEARS OF HARD WORK BY MYSELF AND MY COLLEAGUES IN.THE
LABOUR DEPARTMENT CN A COMPLEX AND DIFF ICULT SUBJECT.

+THIS SEVERANCE PAY LEGI
ATION WILL COME TO RANK IN

IMPORTANCE WITH THE FAR-REACHING AMENDMENT MADE TO THE
EMPLOYMENT ORDINARCE IN 1970, PROVIDING UORKERS WITH FOUR

REST DAYS A MONTH.

+THERE HAS, OF COURSE, BEEN CRITICISM OF THE LEGISLATION.
SOME SAY THAT IT HAS GONE TOO FAR AND IS TOO UIDE-REACHING.
OTHERS FEEL THAT IT DOES NOT GO FAR ENOUGH AND IS TOO NARROW
IN SCOPE.

+THESE COMMENTS WERE EXPECTED AND, TO SOHME EXTENT,
ANTIC IPATED IN THE DRAFT BILL PUBLISHED IN THE GOVERNHMENT
GAZETTE OF JUNE 7. HOUEVER, MOST CRITICS OVERLOOKED THE MOST
IMPORTANT ASPECT = THAT THE PRINCIPLE OF SEVERANCE PAY ON
DISMISSAL BY REASON OF REDUNDANCY IS NOW RECOGNISED
AND ENSHRINED IN THE LEGISLATION.

+THI1S PROVIDES A GOOD, SOUND BASIS UPON WHICH | HOPE WE
WILL BE ABLE TO BUILD AND IMPROVE IN THE LICHT OF PRACTICAL
EXPERIENCES IN FUTURE = JUST AS WUE HAVE, OVER THE YEARS, BUILT
OM, AND REPEATEDLY I1HPROVED, OTHER ITEHMS AT LABOUR LEGISLATION.

----G--——
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WITHHOLDING TAX ISSUE RAISED IN COURCIL
¥ X ERREK

THE F INANC IAL SECRETARY, HR. PHILIP HADDON-CAVE SAID
TODAY THAT THE ASOLITION OF THE WITHHOLDILG TAX YOULD RESULT
. IN A CONSIDERACLE LOSS OF REVENUE UHICH UGULD LAVE TO BE MADE

GOOD BY HIGHER RATES OF OTHER TAXES OR £OLZ OTIER LEVY.

HE STRESSED THAT ALTHOUGH COVERNMENT WAS PCRFECTLY WILLING
TO RECONSIDER THE ABOLITION OR PARTIAL ABCLITION OF INTEREST
TAX, HE UAS SURE THAT IN THE ADSCEUCE OF FREEH IRGUIHZNTATIONS
" GOVERNMENT'S CONCLUSION ON THIS ISSUE UOULD EOT DIFFER FROM
THOSE IN THIS YEAR'S BUDGET SPECECH.

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY WAS REPLYING TO A QUESTION RAISED
AT THE LEGISLATIVE COURCIL BY THE HCN. ROCER LOCO WHO ASKED IF
THE GOVERNIENT YOULD RE-CONSIDER THE ACOLITION OF INTEREST TAX.

MR. HADDON-CAVE SAID HE SAW NO REASON WHY IKCOHE IN THE
FORM OF INTEREST SHOULD BE TREATED IORE CENEROUSLY THAN THE
THREE OTHER FORNS OF INCONE UMICH WERE SUBJECT TO TAX UIBER
THE INLAND REVENUE ORDINAICE.

HE POINTED OUT THAT ACOLITION OF INTEREST TAX VOULD LEAD
T0 A LOSS IN COVERIGIENT REVENUE UdICH, IN 1973-74 AROUNTED TO
$75 MILLION. RECEIPTS FROIl INTEREST IN 1974=75 UERE LOoW
EXPECTED TO. EE IN VHE REGION OF $100 HILLIOH.

+IF THE COVERNNENT ACCEPTED A CASE FOR THE ABOLITION OF
INTEREST WITHHOLDING TAX, THEN IT UOULD HAVE TO FOLLOU, 1
THINK, THAT INTEREST EARNINGS CAUGHT UP 1N PROFITS TAX -
ASSESSHENTS WOULD ALSO NEED TO BE EXEKPTED FROH PROFITS TAX,+
MR. HADDON=CAVE SAID.

THE LOSS IN REVENUE VOULD ALSO BE AGCRAVATED BY COMPANIES
MOVING INCREASINCLY TO LOAN FINALCE, AID ALL SORTS OF ECHENRE
YOULD DE HATCHED UP TO CONVERT VARIOUS FORMS COF INCOKE INTO,
OR DISGUISE THEN A3, INTEREST EARNINGS.

+IT IS QUITE INCONCEIVABLE THAT RCEVERUE LOSSES OF THIS
ORDER COULD BE IADZ COOD BY INCREACED FROFITS TAX ON THE EORROW ING
0R LENDING TRANSACTIOWS THAT WOULD EE CELIRATCD BY THE ACOLITION
OF INTELEST TAX. S3, TUE LOSS OF REVENUE UOULD HAVE TO EE MADE-
GOOD BY HIGHER RATZS OF OTHER TAXES OR SOME OTHER LEVY.+ HE SAID.

TURNING TO THE MONETARY ASPECTS, THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY
SAID THAT HE UAS USLL AUARE OF TEE ARGUNENT THAT THE W ITHHOLD ING
OF INTEREST TAX FROI1 PAYHENTS OF INTEREST DY BANKS CAND FINANKCE
HOUSES) HAD THE EFFECT OF EICOUR/GING COKPANIES ALD 11iD1V IDUALS
RESIDENT IN HONG KONG TO TRALSFER AT LEAST PIRT OF THEIR EXCESS
LIQUIDITY ABROAD, WITH ERODING EFFECTS ON TLHE HONG KONG DOLLAR
DEPOSIT BASE OF THE LICENCED BALLS AND THUS ON THEIR ABILITY TO

FINANCE HONG KONKG'S HICUSTRY ALD CONHIRCE.

/MR.HADDORCAVE sesece
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MR. HADDON-CAVE SAID THAT QUITE APART FROM THE VERY DOUBTFUL
CASE FOR THE ADOLITION OF INTEREST WITHHOLDING TAX, THERE WERE
AT LEAST TUO ARCULENTS AGAINST ACOLITION.

IN THE FIRST PLACE, HE SAID, THE RELIEF GIVEN WOULD
EFFECTIVELY WIND LP UITH THE FINANCIAL SCCTOR AND THE UCALTHIER
GROUPS IN OUR SOCIETY AND THIS COULD CE IZQUITACLE.

SECONDLY, THE POSSIDILITY UOULD ARICE OF I'ZON-RESIDENTS
SWITCHILG HICHLY VOLATILE SPECULATIVE FUISS 10iTO [2OKG KONG
DOLLARS WHEN THEY CECIDED TO TAKE A PARTICULAR VIEU OF
RELATIVE EXCHAICE RISKS AND THEN SUITCHILG THEH OUT AGAIN
WHEN THAT VIEY CHANCED. G

HE POINTED OUT THAT THE CONSEQUENCES FOR THE MONEY EUPPLY
AND THE EXCHANCE VALUE OF THE HCNG KONG DOLLAR UOULD THEN BE
OBVIOUS AID THAT IT WOULD BE IRRESPONSICLE TO OVERLOOK THE
DAILPENING EFFECT ON DESTABILISINLG ILUARD FLOUS OF THE
YITHEOLD ING TAX.

REFERRING TO THE SUGGESTION THAT NON-DESIDENTS SHOULD BE
EXENPTED FROM THE PAYIENT OF THE INTEREST WITUOOLD ING TAX,
MR. HADDON=CAVE SAID THAT THIS UOULD PRESENT ENORINOUS .
ADHINISTRATIVE DIFFICULTIES COTH FOR TIlE GAIXS AlD FOR THE
INLAND REVENUE DEPARTHENT, UHICH ONLY THE EXISTENCE OF
EXCHANCE CCHNTRCLS COULD OVERCOIIE.

+11 ANY CASE,+ HE SAID, +1 WOULD NOT BE KEEN TO ENCOURAGE
VOLATILE INFLOUS OF SPECULATIVE OVERSEAS FUNDS.+

THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY WAS ALSO AGAINST THE IDEA OF
ABOLISHING ‘THE TAX FOR DEPOSITS UITH LICENSED BAIXS IN
VIEU CF THE DAHAGE IT UOULD CAUSE TO HOLG KONG'S DEVELOPING
KOLZY MNALRKET.

HE ALSO REFERRED TO ANOTHER SUGGESTION FOR PARTIAL
ACOLITION WHICH HE HINSELF HAD FLOATED IN LAST YEAR'S
BUDGET SPEECH. TH I3 UAS THE EXENPTION OF CERTAIN FOREIGN CURRENCY
DEPOSITS, WHICH HE IOTiD, LOULD SIILPLY GIVE THE BUSINZSS T0
LOCAL DANXS AID FINANCE HCUSES INSTEAD OF OVERSZEAS INSTITUTIONS.

+THIS 1S A UORTUY MOTIVE,+ HE SAID, +BUT ALL THE INDICATIONS
1 HAVE ARE THAT THIE NUISER OF BANKS UHICH UJULD BE PREPARED TO PAY
THE PRICE, IN THE IFCRM OF PROFITS TAX O TLEIR +TURN® 1S VERY
SHALL.

+THE HAJORITY OF BANKS AMD FINANCE HOUSES, UHILE EACER FOR
THE PRESTIGE OF A LICENCE FOR A SPECIAL DEPARTLENT TO BODROU
ALD LEND FOREIGN CURRENCIES AlD BE EXELPT FRON THE COLIGATION
TO UITHHOLD TAX ON INTEREST PAID ON DEPOSITS, UOULD IN
FQIACTICE COUTINUZ 7O 20T SILELY 4S HITCRIZDIATIES IN THE
PLACING OF SUCH BUSINESS IN OTHER CENTRES U.ERE IT ATIRACTS
NEITUER INTEREST TiX LOR PROFITS TAX.+

HE THEREFORE CONCLUDED THAT UNTIL HE UAS SATISFIED THAT
A VYERY SULDSTANTIAL FLOY OF [ICONE ASSESSACLE TO PROFITS TAX
YOULD BE CENERATED, HE UOULD NOT THINK THAT TUE SETTING UP OF
THE NZCEGSSARY [ACHINERY FOR TUESE SPECIAL DCPARTLENTS VOULD
BE JUSTIFIED. a

--—-0-——-
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GRANTS TOTTALLING OVER $1.5 MILLION
AWARDED BY SIR DAVID TRENCH FUND FOR RECREATION
¥R E R EHR .

ANNUAL REPORTS FOR TWO TRUST FUNDS PROVIDING GRANTS FOR
COMMUNITY PROJECTS =- THE SIR DAVID TRENCH FUND FOR RECREATION
AND THE SIR ROBERT BLACK TRUST FUND — FOR THE YEAR 1973/74
WERE TABLED AT TODAY'S LEGISLATIVE COUNC IL MEETING.

IN HIS REPORT, THE ACCOUNTANT GENERAL, NMR. DOUGLAS BLYE,
WHO IS ALSO TRUSTEE OF THE SIR DAVID TRENCH FUND FOR RECREAT ION,
SAID THAT DURING THE YEAR GRANTS TOTALLING $693,500 WERE APPROVED.
THIS BRINGS THE TOTAL GRANTS APPROVED SINCE THE FUND WAS SET UP
IN 1970 TO OVER $1.5 MILLION. THE FUND BEGAN WITH A DONATION OF
$3.2 MILLION, AND NOW STANDS AT $5.40 MILLION, AFTER ALLOW ING
FOR GRANTS OF $500,000, WHICH HAS BEEN APPROVED BUT NOT COMPLETED._

THE GRANTS WENT MAINLY TOWARDS THE PURCHASE OF
SPORTS EQUIPMENT, MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS AND BOOKS, PROMOTING
SCOUTING ACTIVITIES, AND TRAINING CLASSES. '

THIS 1S IN LINE WITH THE AIM OF THE FUND TO PROVIDE OR
ASSIST IN RECREATIONAL, SPORTING, CULTURAL OF SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
WHICH CATER FOR LARGE NUMBERS AND TOUCH THE WIDEST POSS IBLE
CROSS=-SECTION OF THE HONG KONG COMMUNITY.

THE SIR ROBERT BLACK TRUST FUND ESTABLISHED IN 1960 HAS THE
PRINCIPAL OBJECT OF PROVIDING FOR PERSONS OF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT,
OPPORTUNITIES FOR FURTHER STUDIES OF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT, OPPORTUNITIES
FOR FURTHER STUDIES OR TRAINING IN ORDER TO DEVELOP CHARACTER AND
LEADERSHIP.

MORE THAN $180,000 WAS AWARDED BY TIE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
DURING THE YEAR TO PRO/OTE POSTGRADUATE STUDIES AND TO
SUBSIDISE FUNDS FOR ATTENDING SEMINARS AND STUDY TOURS.

THE BIGGEST SINGLE VOTE WAS THE CONTRIBUTION OF $40,000 TO
PROVIDE SCHOLARSHIPS AT THE OUTWARD BOUND SCHOOL.

TWELVE YOUTH WORKERS FROM THE HONG KONG COUNCIL OF SOCIAL
SERVICE WERE GRANTED $20,250 TO GO ON A STUDY TOUR IN SOUTHEAST
AS]A. : )

A SUM OF $118,500 WAS ALSO APPROVED TO ENABLE 16 STUDENTS
TO UNDERTAKE TRAINING OR POSTGRADUATE STUDIES ABROAD.

THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE OF THE TRUST FUND WHAS CONT INUED
ITS POLICY OF WOT AWARDING NEW SCHOLARSHIPS TO UNIVERSITY
UNDERGRADUATES, SECONDARY OR TECHNICAL STUDENTS IN VIEW OF THE
INCREASING NUMBER OF GOVERNMENT SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE.

—--—Ou-—q-
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WORK TO START THIS MONTH
ON POWER AND WATER SUPPLY FOR LICENSED AREAS
B Xk EXKE i
WORK ON A PROGRAMME TO SUPPLY ELECTRICITY AND WATER TO
L ICENSED .AREAS WILL START BEFORE THE END OF THIS MONTH, THE
ACTING DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS, THE HON. WILLIAM BELL, HOLD
THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TODAY.

DETAILS OF ‘THE FIRST PHASE OF THE ELECTRIFICATION PROGRAMME
FOR EXISTING AREAS = INVOLVING THE INSTALLATION OF AN OVERHEAD
SUPPLY SYSTEM IN SIX LICENSED AREAS = ARE NOW BEING FINALISED.
OTHER AREAS WILL BE TACKLED THEREAFTER, HE TOLD THE -COUNCIL,
IN REPLY TO A QUESTION FROM THE HON. HILTON CHEONG=LEEN.

IN THE MEANTIME, MR. BELL URGED RESIDENTS NOT TO TAP ELECTR~-
ICITY ILLEGALLY. +THIS IS DANGEROUS AND CAN, AND HAS DONE RECENTLY,
LEAD TO TRAGIC ACCIDENTS,+ HE WARNED.

ALL AREAS, HE ADDED, WERE BEING EXAMINED WITH A VIEW TO RE-
MOV ING PARTICULARLY DANGEROUS WIRES.

MR. BELL EXPLAINED THAT 10 YEARS AGO, IT HAD BEEN AGREED
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE 1964 WHITE PAPER ON POLICIES FOR SQUATTER
CONTROL, RESETTLEMENT AND GOVERNMENT LOW COST HOUSING, THAT ONLY
MINIMUM ESSENTIAL SERVICES WERE TO BE PROVIDED IN LICENSED AREAS.
IN PRAGTICE, THIS AMOUNTED TO THE PROVISION OF STREET LIGHTING.
NO DOMESTIC ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES WERE PROVIDED, BUT THIS WAS NOT
.AN UNREASONABLY HARSH ARRANGEMENT IN THOSE DAYS.

+HOVEVER, IN RECENT YEARS, THE DEMAND FOR ELECTﬁIC POWER FOR
L IGHTING, TELE?IS[DM REFRIGRATORS HAS LED TO THIS BEING INSTALLED
ILLEQALLY IN MOST LICENSED AREAS,+ HE SAID.

+SINCE ITS FORMATION LAST YEAR, THE HOUSING AUTHORITY HAS
REVIEWED THE 1964 POLICIES AND REGOMME’NDED, IN APRIL THIS YEAR,
THAT AN INDIVIDUAL SUPPLY BE PROVIDED TO EACH HOUSEHOLD IN EVERY
L ICENSED AREA. THE NECESSARY FUNDS TO START THIS PROGRAMME WERE
APPROVED BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE OF THIS COUNCIL LAST MONTH.+

TURNING TO A QUESTION FROM THE HON. MISS KO SIU-WAH ON WATER
SUPPLY TO LICENSED AREAS, MR. BELL SAID THAT ACCORDING TO THE 1964
WHITE PAPER, WATER STANDP IPES WERE PROVIDED IN ALL SUCH AREAS
AT A RATIO OF ONE TO EVERY 500 PERSONS, +AND THIS HAS IN THE
- PAST BEEN FOUND SUFFICIENT FOR THE RESIDENTS' NEEDS.+

" +HOWEVER, IT IS APPARENT FROM THE NUMBER OF ILLEGAL PIPES
INSTALLED IN THESE ‘AREAS THAT MANY RESIDENTS WANT INDIVIDUAL
SUPPLIES AND ARE PREPARED TO PAY FOR THEM.

+THE HOUSING AUTHORITY HAS THEREFORE RECOMMENDED, AND‘FINANCE
COMMITTEE HAS RECENTLY APPROVED THE PROVISION OF FUNDS FOR THE
INSTALLATION OF A FULL RETICULATION SYSTEM PROVIDING AN INDIVIDUAL
SUPPLY TO EACH FAMILY .+

MR, BELL STRESSED THAT THIS WOULD BE PROVIDED IN ALL NEW
LICENSED AREAS, AND IN EXISTING AREAS WHERE PRESENT ARRANGEMENTS
WERE UNSAT ISFACTORY .

WORK ON THE FIRST SCHEME WILL BE STARTED IN KOWLOON BAY
WITHIN THIS MONTH. .

--—-0———-
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NO ORGANISED TRIAD ACTIVITY IN SCHOOLS
e ik ﬁ 3 A

THE SECRETARY FOR SECURITIES, THE HON. LEWIS DAVIES,
SAID TODAY THERE WAS NO EVIDENCE OF ANY MEASURABLE PENETRATION
BY ORGANISED TRIAD ELEMENTS IN SCHOOLS.

; HE CONCEDED, HOWEVER, THAT THERE WERE INDIVIDUAL TRIAD
MEMBERS IN SOME SCHOOLS. +THIS PRESENCE, WHILE DISTURBING -
AND UNDESIRABLE, STEMS IN MOST CASES FROM INDIVIDUAL STUDENTS
HAVING JOINED ILLEGAL SOCIETIES OUTSIDE SCHOOLS AND SCHDDL
HOURS,+ HE SAID.

REPLY ING TO A QUESTION FROM THE HON. HILTON CHEONG-LEEN
WHETHER THE CO-OPERATION OF SCHOOL HEADMASTERS AND TEACHERS
WOULD BE SOUGHT TO PREVENT TRIAD ACTIVITY FROM INFILTRATING
AMONG STUDENTS, MR. DAVIES SAID POLICE HAD ALREADY INITIATED
A SERIES OF DISCUSSIONS WITH SCHOOL PRINCIPALS TO PROMOTE A
MORE BALANCED AWARENESS OF THE PROBLEM DF TRIAD ACTIVITIES. IN
SCHOOLS.

TALKS WERE HELD BETWEEN THE POLICE AND HEADMASTERS OF
SCHOOLS ON HONG KONG ISLAND AND IN THE NEW TERRITORIES IN MAY
AND JUNE, HE SAID, AND PLANS WERE NOW IN HAND TO HOLD FURTHER
MEETINGS WITH PRINCIPALS OF KOWLOON SCHOOLS.

THE SUPER INTENDENT OF THE TRIAD SOCIETY BUREAU HAD ALSO
ADDRESSED A FULL MEETING OF THE HONG KONG PRIVATE ANGLO-CHINESE
SCHOOLS ASSOCIATION LAST MAY. -

+IN A FURTHER BID TO CREATE A BALANCED AWARENESS OF THIS
POTENTIAL PROBLEM, EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION AT PRIMARY SCHOOL
LEVEL HAS INCLUDED WITHIN ITS SOCIAL STUDIES PROGRAMME GU IDANCE
TO STUDENTS ON HOW TO REPORT CRIME, INCLUDING VIOLENT CRIME
AND TRIAD ACTIVITIES,+ SAID MR. DAVIES.

IN ADDITION, POLICE, PARENTS, TEACHERS AND CUMMUN]TY LEADERS
TOOK PART IN A SPECIAL EDITION OF RADIO HONG KONG'S +NEEDLE POINT+.
PROGRAMME TO DISCUSS THE PROBLEM OF SCHOOLS AND TRIADS.

--——Oﬂ---

TEMPORARY FOOTBRIDGE FOR UANG TAU HOM SQUATTERS
Bk X ¥k kK

CONSTRUCTION 1S NOW UNDER WAY ON A TEMPORARY PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE
ACROSS LUNG CHEUNG ROAD TQ CATER FOR RESIDENTS OF THE SQUATTER/RESITE
AREA OPPOSITE THZ WANG TAU HOM ESTATE.

IT SHOULD BZ COMPLETED BY THE END OF THIS MONTH, THE HON.
WILLIAM BELL, ACTING DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS, TOLD COUNCIL TODAY IN
REPLY TO A QUESTION FROM THE HON. OSWALD CHEUNG.

HE ADDED THAT A PERMANENT PEDESTRIAN CRIDGE INTEGRAL WITH THE
FLYOVER WOULD BHEEPROVIDED AS PART OF THE FUNG MO INTERCHANGE
PROJECT, WHICH EXPECTED TO BE COMPLETED EARLY NEXT YEAR.

--—-Oq—---
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STREET LIGHTING IN DEVELOPMENT AREAS
X K X XX

THE STREET LIGHTS IN THE INDUSTRIAL AREA OF KWAI CHUNG
ARE EXPECTED TO COME INTO OPERATION NEXT MONTH, THE HON. WILLIAM
BELL, ACTING DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS SAID TODAY.

STREET LIGHTING INSTALLATIONS FOR INDUSTRIAL ZONES IN
RECENTLY DEVELOPED AREAS, INCLUDING NEW TOUNS IN THE NEW
TERRITORIES, HE SAID, WERE GENERALLY CARRIED OUT IN PHASE WITH
ALL BUILDING DEVELOPMENTS. +HIGH PRIORITY IS GIVEN TO THESE
INSTALLATIONS IN THE STREET LIGHTING PROGRAMME,+ HE ADDED.

CITING KWAI CHUNG DISTRICT AS AN EXAMPLE, MR. BELL POINTED
OUT THAT INSTALLATIONS IN SUCH A LARGE DEVELOPMENT AREA USUALLY
TOOK A NUMBER OF YEARS TO COMPLETE. s

HE WAS REPLY ING TO A QUESTION FROM THE HON. FRANCIS TIEN

IN LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL CONCERNING THE DELAY IN THE PROV ISION
OF STREET LIGHTS IN INDUSTRIAL AREAS SUCH AS KWAI CHUNG.

MR. BELL AGREED WITH MR. TIEN THAT THE LACK OF STREET
LIGHTING CAUSED INCONVENIENCE AND INCREASED THE RISK OF CRIME.

+FOR THESE REASONS,+ HE SAID, +THE IMPLEMENTATION OF

LIGHTING SCHEMES ARE A CONTINUING PROCESS FOLLOWING CLOSELY
BEHIND DEVELOPHMENT AS FAR AS POSSIBLE.+

HE ADDED THAT THE AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS AND THE RESOURCES

OF THE POUER CONMPANIES WHO INSTALL AND OUN THE EQUIPMENT MUST
ALSO BE BORNE IN MIND WHEN ASSESSING THE SITUATION.

---1—0—-*—-

OBJECTIONS TO PROPOSED WESTERN RECLAMATION
EXREXE

A TOTAL OF FIVE OBJECTIONS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED BY THE PUBLIC
WORKS DEPARTMENT IN CONNECTION WITH THE PROFOSED RECLAMATION 1IN
THE WESTERN DISTRICT ON HONG KONG ISLAND, AND THESZ ARE NOU BE ING
CONSIDERED

THE PROJECT WAS GAZETTED IN JULY LAST YEAR, AND THE OBJECTIONS
WERE: LODGED WITHIN THE FOLLOWING TWO MONTHS, THE HON. WILLIAM BELL,
ACTING DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS, TOLD COUNCIL IN REPLY TO A QUESTION
FROM THE HON. H.M.G. FORSGATE, WHO HAD ASKED FOR A PROGRESS REPORT
ON THE PROPOSED PROJECT.

THE PROPOSED RECLAMATION RUNS ALONG THE WATERFRONT OF CONNAUGHT
ROAD WEST, AND VILL PROVIDE SOME 79 ACRES OF LAND.

----0---‘-"
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PROMPT ACTION ON +ENFORCED+ HOSPITAL TIPS
X X XX kK

ANY REPORT ON +ENFORCED+ TIPPING IN GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS IS
ALWAYS FULLY INVESTIGATED AND, WHEN APPROPRIATE, REFERRED TO THE
INDEPENDENT COMMISS1ON AGA INST CORRUPT ION, THE DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL
AND HEALTH SERVICES, DR. THE HON. GERALD CHOA, TOLD LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL TODAY.

HE WAS REPLYING TO A QUESTION FROM THE HON. HILTON CHEONG-LEEN
WHO WANTED TO KNOW WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT WOULD BE TAKING EARLY STEPS
TO INVESTIGATE REPORTS OF +ENFORCED+ TIPS BE ING PAID BY PATIENTS IN
THIRD=CLASS WARDS OF GOVERNMENT HOSP ITALS.

DR. CHOA SAID ALL PATIENTS WERE GIVEN A FORM ON ADMISSION TO
A GOVERNMENT HOSP ITAL STATING THAT NO MEM3ER OF THE.STAFF IS
PERMITTED TO RECEIVE ANY GRATUITY OR PHE?ENT FROM ‘A PATIENT,

IN ADDITION, A REQUEST FOR A GRATUITY OR A PRESENT MUST BE
REPORTED TO THE MED ICAL SUPER INTENDENT OF THE HOSPITAL, OR THE
DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL AND HEALTH SERVICES. LARGE NOTICES REAFFIRMING
THE DEPARTMENT'S POLICY WERE D ISPLAYED IN ALL THE WARDS.

MR. CHEONG-LEEW FOLLOVED UP HIS QUESTIO!N BY ENQUIRING
?g:cuggYFigPDRTS OF ENFORCED/ TIPPING HAD ECZEH TAKEN TO THE

DR. CHOA REPLIED THAT'A TOTAL OF 13 CCIPLAINTS HAD BEEN
RECEIVED SINCE JARUARY TilIS YEAR, OF UHICH THL.EE UERE FROH
NEWSPAPERS. +SINCE ALL OF THEHM ARE ANONYI.QUS, KOIE OF THEN CAN
BE SENT TO THE ICAC,+ HE SAID.

ON THE QUESTION RAISED BY DR. THE HON. HARRY FANG ABOUT THE
INTRODUCTION OF +EFFECTIVE FACILITIES+ FOR LODGING COMPLAINTS AT
GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS, THE DIRECTOR POINTED OUT THAT SUCH FACILITIES
ALREADY DO EXIST. . y

+ALL HOSPITAL WARDS ARE VISITED REGULARLY BY MEMBERS OF THE
MEDICAL AND NURSING STAFF WHO ARE ALWAYS READY TO RECEIVE COMPLAINTS
FROM PATIENTS,+ HE SAID.
1 IN EACH MAJCR HOSPITAL, SUGGESTION BOXES WERE PLACED AT
VARIOUS POINTS FOR USE BY THE PuUBLIC. THESE WERE OPENED BY THE
HOSP | TAL SECRETARY AND SUBMITTED TO THE HEDICAL SUPER INTENDENT.
FROM TIME TO TIME, COMPLAINTS WERE ALSO ADDRESSED TO THE DIRECTOR
PERSONALLY, OR TO THE DEPARTHENT'S HEADQUARTERS.

+SHORT OF INVITING PATIENTS OR THEIR RELATIVES TO., MAKE
COMPLAINTS, IT IS DIFFICULT TO SEE WHAT FURTHER STEPS CAN BE TAKEN,+
DR. CHOA SAID, ADDING THAT COMPLAINTS WERE FULLY INVESTIGATED NO:
MATTER AT WHAT ADMINISTRATION LEVEL THEY WERE RECEIVED.
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NEW MONITOR SYSTEM UNDER STUDY
TO KEEP SENIOR OFFICIALS BETTER ATTUNED TO CHINESE PRESS COMMENTS
X ¥ ki xk

THE GOVERNMENT IS STUDYING A PROPOSAL TO PRODUCE A DAILY
TABLOID COMPRISING TRANSLATIONS FROM CHINESE NEWSPAPERS TO ENSURE
THAT SENIOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS WHO CAMNNOT READ CHINESE ARE
WELL BRIEFED ON REPORTS AND OPINIONS OF TOPICAL INTEREST IN THE
CH INESE PRESS.

DISCLOSING THIS TODAY, THE SECRETARY FOR HOME AFFAIRS, THE
HON. DENIS BRAY, SAID FACILITIES ALREADY EXIST TO KEEP SENIOR
OFF IC1ALS INFORMED OF OPINIONS EXPRESSED ‘IN THE CHINESE PRESS,
BUT HE FELT THAT THE PROPOSED TABLOID WOULD BE A GREAT IMPROVEMENT
+IF IT DOES NOT COST TOO FMUCH.+

OUTL INING THE PRESENT SYSTEM IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION FROM
THE HON. JAMES WU, MR. BRAY SAID THE INFORHATION SERVICES
DEPARTMENT CIRCULATED AN ENGLISH WEEKLY REVIEW OF CHINESE PRESS
REPORTS AND COMMENTS =— GLEANED FROM SOME 25 MORNING AND EVENING
CHINESE NEWSPAPERS. SPECIAL DAILY REPORTS ON PARTICULAR ISSUES
WERE ALSO PRODUCED AS AND WHEN NECESSARY.

IN MATTERS OF URGENCY REQUIRING IMMEDIATE ATTENTION, THE
DEPARTMENTS CONCERNED ARE FIRST GIVEN A VERBAL REPORT OVER THE:
TELEPHONE AND THEN MORE DETAILED WRITTEN REPORTS. BACKGROUND
INFORMAT ION PAPERS ON PRESS REPORTS AND COMMENTS ON ISSUES WHICH
ARE LIKELY TO BECOME CONTROVERSIAL ARE ALSO COMPILED FOR REFERENCE
BY SENIOR GOVERNHENT OFF IC IALS.

THE INFORMATION SERVICES DEPARTHMENT ALSO BRINGS TO THE
ATTENTION OF COVERNMENT DEPARTHENTS LETTERS TO THE EDITORS OF
BOTH THE ENGLISH AND CHINESE PRESS WHICH REQUIRE ATTENTION DF THE
DEPARTHENTS CONCEKNED e

_ IN ADDITION, MOST DEPARTMENTS MONITOR REPORTS AND COMMENTS
IN THE MASS MEDIA ON MATTERS OF DEPARTHENTAL INTEREST IN ORDeR
THAT APPROPRIATE ACTION MAY BE TAKEN.

DESPITE ALL THIS, MR. BRAY SAID HE WAS FULLY CONSCIOUS THAT

+THE IMPACT OF CGES TETNELLD TRANSLATIONS AND SUMMARIES MAY NOT BE
THE SAME AS THAT PRODUCED BY DAILY PAPERS READ DIRECT,+ AND HE
FELT THAT THE PROPOSED TABLOID WOULD CONSIDERABLY IHPRDVE MATTERS.

--——0‘——--
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GOVERNOR PAYS TRIBUTE TO RETIRING LEGISLATIVE COUNCILLORS
BERREREDR

THE GOVERNOR, SIR MURRAY MACLEHOSE PAID TRIBUTE TO TWO
RETIR ING MEKSERS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AT ITS FINAL
SITTING THIS CUEDNEEDAY) AFTERNIO!.

THE MEMBERS WERE MR. JACK CANNING, DIRECTOR OF EDUCAT ION,
AND KR. DAVID ALEXANDER, DIRECTOR OF URBAN SERVICES.

HE COMMENDED THE TWO KEMBERS FOR THEIR +VERY DlSTIHETI*E
AND CONSIDERADLE CONTR IBUTIONS+ TO EOTH TIE COUNCIL AND TO
THE GOVERNHENT.

SIR HURRAY SAID: +WHEN WE MNEET AGAIN, VE WILL DO SO
WITHOUT TUO HEINCERS WHO HAVE BEEN UITH US FOR SEVERAL YEARS,
FR. CANNING AND FRe ALEXAIDZR. EOTH HAVE [IADE VERY DISTINCTIVE
Al'D CONSIDERACLE CCHNTRIGUTICHNS TO THIS CCUICIL AND, II.3CED,

TO THE GOVERNHENT OF HONG KOLG. :

+1 THINK THAT KQ. CARNING'S NAME WILL BE ASSOCIATED WITH
THE VERY RAPID EXPANSION CF EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES UHICH HAS
TAKEN PLACE DURING HIS DIRECTCRCHIP. IRe ALEXALDER'S NAIE WILL
BE ASSOCIATED, 1 All SURE, EOTH VITH THE RE~COUSTITUTION OF THE
URBAN CCUKCIL AND UITH THE KEEP HONG KONG CLEAN CAIPAIGH — AN
EVENT WHICH HAS HADE HISTORY IN EONG KONG IMN CUR uWAYS.

+HR. CANNING WILL BE LEAVING HONG KONG ON RETIRENENT VERY
SOON. MR. ALEXAIDCR VILL BE DOING £0 EARLY IIZXT YEAR. I Al SURE
THAT ALL HMEKSERS VILL JOIN HE IN wiSHIlG THEH THE EZST OF
SUCCESS AND HAPPINESS ON THEIR RETIRENENT.

SPEAKING ON EEHALF OF THE ULOFF ICIAL ESNMZERS, THE HON. DR.
CHUNG SAID: +ON DEHALF OF MY UNOFFICIAL CCLLEAGUES, | RISE :
ASECCIATE MYSELF WITH THE RENARKS UMICH YCU, SHi, HAVE NADE ON
THE EETIRERENT OF MY TUO HONOURABLE FRIELDS, lile Je CAINING AND
IRe DoR.W. ALEXAIDER, AFTER THEIR LONG ALD DISTINGUISHED SERVICES
IN HONKG KONG.

+1 ALSO EXTEND OUR BEST WISHES TO THEM FOR THEIR CONTINUOUS
SUCCESS, GOOD HEALTH AND HAPPINESS FOR HALY, HANY YEARS TO CONE.

+THAIIK YOU, SIR.+

u———Ou——-
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GOVERNOR THAMKS LEGCO HE;';EERS FOR HARD WORK
e 1k 1F 3

BEFORE CLOSING THE GURRENT SESSION OF Tﬁ%-FEEISégT%ﬂE gggﬁg:t-
THE GOVERNOR, SIR WURRAY MACLEHOSE, THANKED LHZLLERS
FOR THEIR HARD EDRK..

HE SAID: #BEFORE THIS COUNCIL ADJOURHNS, l”uoqknﬂkagﬁrggﬂshY
THAT THIS HAS BEEN AN EXTREKELY BUSY SESSICH AID Lo Mo¥e ros
LEGISLATION TO S40U FOR 1T. 1 LIKE TO THALX Lciqugggﬂ gy
FOR THE IHMENSE AKOUNT OF WORK THEY HAVE PUT 1,

COUNCIL AND OUTSIDE IT.

’ UL TO THEHM. I DO
+HONG KONG HAS EVERY REASON TO BE GRA'I"!EF
HOPE THAT IN THE LEGISLATIVE HOLIDAY THAT KOU TAKES PLACE, THEY
WILL HAVE SOME TIHE FOR RELAXATION. - ’

+1 NOW ADJOURN THIS COUNCIL. THE NEXT SITTING HnguﬁgiﬁEt?LL
ON WEDNESDAY, OCTC3CR 2, WHEN THE NEW SESSION OF THE COUK
START,+ SIR MURRAY $AID..

---ﬂoﬂ-‘--

BILLS PASSED IN LEGCO-
&Rk

. _FIFTEEN BILLS CONPLETED THE IR PASSAGE THROUGH THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL TCDAY TO BECOIE LAU.

_SIX OF THEM PASSED WITH ANENDHENTS AT THE CONMITTEE
STAGE. THEY ARE: THE TOUN PLANNING CANZEDIENT AND VALIDATIOND
BILL 1974, THE FIXED PENALTY C(CRIMINAL PROCECDINGS) BILL 1974,
THE ROAD TRAFFIC CALZNDEENTICIO.3) BILL 1974, THE NASS TRANSIT
RAILUAY C(LAND RESULPTION AID RELATED PROVISIONS) BILL 1974, THE
ENPLOYHENT CALEIDLENT) €032 BILL 1974 AND TilE CROUN LANDS
RESULPTION CALERDIENT) BILL 1974.

THE OTHER NII'Z BILLS PASSED TODAY ARE: THE BIRTHS AND DEATHS
REGISTRATION CALZKDEENT) BILL 1974, THE DAIZRUPTCY CAHENDHENTD
BILL 1974, THE HONG KONG TOURIST ASSOCIATION CARZRDHZNT) BILL
1974, THE COKPANIES CALZIDNENTY BILL 1974,

.. THE HAGISTRATES CAHZKDLENTY Cll0.2) BILL 1974, THE URBAN COUNCIL

- CAHEKNDMENT) (HO0.2) BILL 1974, PUBLIC HZALTH AND URBAN S=RVICES

. CAHENDRENT) BILL 1974, TIE LAIDS TRIEUNAL BILL 1974, AND THE
CORPANIES CAMEINDIENTY CHO.2) BILL.

T T © IS
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EXPLANATORY NOTES ON NEW BILL
kX XKk

COMPREHENSIVE EXPLANATORY NOTES OF THE COMPANIES
CAMENDMENT) BILL WILL BE MADE AVAILABLE, IN BOTH ENGLISH AND
CHINESE, AT ALL CITY DISTRICT OFF ICES AND PUBLIC ENQUIRY COUNTERS
OF THE COMPANIES REGISTRY FOR THOSE WHO NEED THEM.

THE NOTES WILL BE IN THE FORM OF THE EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM
WHICH ACCOMPANIES THE BILL. -

THE MOVE WAS OUTLINED BY THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY, THE HON.
PHIL IP HADDON=-CAVE, IN RESPONSE TO A SUGGESTION BY THE HON. LEE
QUO-WEI FOR A BI-LINGUAL CIRCULAR EXPLAINING THE:- NEW REQU IREMENTS
TO BE SENT TO ALL COMPANIES AFFECTED.

MR. HADDON-CAVE AGREED THAT THE PROVISIONS OF THE BILL SHOULD
BE WIDELY UNDERSTOOD, BUT HE DOUBTED WHETHER IT WAS POSSIBLE
TO PRODUCE A MORE INFORMATIVE ANALYSIS OF THE BILL'S PROVISIONS
THAN THAT CONTAINED IN THE EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM.

' ANY AMEMDMENT TO THE BILL WOULD BE¢ INCORPORATED IN THE
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM AND THESE WOULD BE MADE AVAILABLE TO THE
CITY DISTRICT OFFICES AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. :

----0‘—---

REMOVAL OF URBCO LANGUAGE REQUIREMENT WELCOMED
% K X X %

M THE HON. HILTON CHEONG-LEEN TODAY DESCRIBED THE GOVERNMENT'S
ACTION IN REMOVING ALL REFERENCE TO LANGUAGE QUALIFICATIONS FOR
MEMBERS HIP TO THE URBAN COUNCIL AS ONE FURTHER STEP TO PUT THE
CHINESE LANGUAGE ON-AN EQUAL BASIS WITH THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE.

«.. HE HOPED THAT THE MOVE WOULD ENCOURAGE MORE PERSONS WHO ARE

NOT PROFICIENT IN ENGLISH TO COME FORWARD AND OFFER THEMSELVES FOR
- SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY BY WAY OF THE COUNCIL.

- SPEAKING IN SUPPORT OF THE URBAN COUNCIL CAMENDMENT) CNO. 2)
BILL 1974, MR. CHEONG-LEEN SAID HE WAS SATISFIED THAT +NO UNDUE
RISK 1S TAKEN SO LONG AS THE URBAN COUNC IL EXERCISES ITS POWER UNDER
THE ORDINANCE TO MAKE STANDING ORDERS REQUIRING THE USE ONLY OF
THOSE LANGUAGES WHICH ARE PRACTICAL FOR COUNCIL BUSINESS, AND WH ICH
AT PRESENT ARE CANTONESE AND ENGLISH.+ g y

HE NOTED THAT SOME URBAN COUNCILLORS WERE IN FAVOUR OF INTRO-
DUCING THE USE OF THE MANDARIN DIALECT AT AN EARLY DATE. WHILE HE
FAVOURED THE IDEA IN PRINCIPLE, MR. CHEONG-LEEN FELT THAT THE URBAN
COUNCIL IN THIS RESPECT HAD TO GO ABOUT IT +IN A CAREFUL, SYSTEMATIC
AND ENMPIRICAL MANNER.+

HE ADDED: +THE IMMEDIATE PROBLEM IN THE URBAN COUNCIL IS TO
GIVE THE INTERPRETERS MUCH MORE EXPERIENCE IN UNDERSTAND ING -AND
ACCURATELY INTERPRETING THE COLOURFUL VARIETY OF CANTONESE SPOKEN,
WHICH INCLUDES HONG KONG CANTONESE, SHANGCHAI CANTONESE, WESTEINERS'
CANTONESE, OVERSEAS CHINESE CANTONESE, AND EVEN SHAMEEN CANTONESE.+

-----01-—--
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RENT PETIT'ION TQ.BE RE-SUBMITTED
Kk EEEX R :

THE DIRECTOR OF HOUSING, MR. DONALD LIAO, TOLD A GROUP OF
WONG CHUK HANG ESTAYE RESIDEHTS THAT HE UOULD RE-SUBMIT THEIR
PETITION AGAINST A RENT INCREASE TO THE HCOUSING AUTHORITY FOR

FURTHER STUDY, EVEN THOUGH THEIR INITIAL PETITION HAD BEEN TURNED
DOUN. *

MR. LAAO GAVE THIS ASSURANCE TO THE GROUP AT A MEETING IN
HIS CFFICE TODAY.

HE REAFF IRMED, HOUEVER,, THAT THEY HAD NOT BEEN DISCRIMINATED

AGAINST IN THE RENT REVIEW WHICH WAS FAIR AND EEASONABLE AND HAD
BEEN THOUGHTFULLY UCRKED OUT. §

THE RENT REVISION' AFFECTS ALL PUBLIC HOUSING FLATS LET OUT
ON OR AFTER MAY 17, 1974.

HE SAID THAT THE RENT ADJUSTMENT APPLIED TO ALL 11,500 FLATS

WHICH WERE UNLET AT THAT DATE AID NOT JUST TO THOSE IN UOKG CHUK
HANG. :

+1 AN SURE THAT YOU ALL REALISE THAT THE COST OF MANAGEMENT,
MAINTENANCE AND RUNNING OF PUBLIC HOUSIKNG ESTATES HAVE RISEN IN
RECENT YEARS AND THAT BECAUSE OF HIGHER COSTS OF BUILDING HMATERIALS
AND LACOUR, CONSTRUGTION COST OF RECENTLY CCIPLETED HOUSIIIG BLOCKS
IS HANY TIMES HIGHER THAN THAT OF YEARS ACO,+ L= SAID.

HRe LIAO EXPLAINED THAT THE CEPARTHENT WAS IDST WILLING TO
HELP THOSE GENUI{E HARDSHIP CASES BY OFFERING THEM LOUER RENTAL
UNITS IN OTHER ESTATES, OR BY REFERRING TiiZIR CAZES TO THE SOCIAL
ELFARE DEPARTIENT FCR EZUT SUBSIDY OR OTi.ZR FCRIIS OF PINAKCIAL
ACSSISTANCE.

---qﬂ_-.-_

L10ON ROCK AERIAL ROPCUAY

O

; i . Laad iy g SIT]MG
THE GOVERNNENT IS TO INVESTIGATE THE POSSIBILITY OF
THE LDUERGSTATIDN OF A PROPOSED ALRIAL Eg%uuﬁ?'OH.T“ETSJAFgéﬂrﬁéGE
OF LION ROCK AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE EXISTING PROPOSALS FOR THE
LOUER STATIUN TO EE SITED Ol THE SOUTHELIl SICE.

A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SAID TODAY THAT THE GOVERNIHENT IS
STILL ANXIOUS TO PROCEED WITH SUCH A PROJECT, BUT IT WISHES TO
ENSURE THAT ZTHE BEST POSSIGLE AL IGHMENT 1S A T b d P
WITH SAFEGUARDING THE ENVIROIMENT AND OFFERING THE MOST ATTRAC
SCENIC VIEWS TO THOSE USING THE ROPEVAY .+

HE SAID IF THZ STUDY SHOUED THAT THE PROPOSAL VAS FEASIBLE,
TENDERS WOULD BE CALLED FOR A ROFEVAY ON THE HORTHERN SLOPE.

IF, HOUEVER, IT WAS NOT ACCEPTABLE, THEN FRESH TEHDEREIgEULD
BE CALLED FOR THE ORIGINAL SCHENE UP THE SOUTHERN SIOE OF
ROCK. ‘

: - IDERS RECEIVED FOR THIS
THE SPOKESMAN RECALLED THAT THE TENDERS -RL..CEIHED F:H
SCHEHE LAST YE/AR DID NOT FULLY COMPLY WITH THE ngE}lg mELﬂ?{? kgénep 3
DOUN BY THE CENTRAL TEI.DER BOARD, AND MONE UAS CONSEQUE TED

THE STUDY IS EXPECTED TO TAKE TUO TO THREE MONTHS TO COMPLETE.

-—--0--—-
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S1X PRE-WAR SHAMSHUIPO BUILDINGS CONDEMNED
Kk % %

THE BUILDING AUTHORITY TODAY DECLARED SIX BUILDINGS IN
SHAMSHUIPO TO BE IN A DANGEROUS CONDITION. THEY ARE NOS. 108,
110, 111, 113, 115 AND 117 FUK WING STREET, KOULOON.

THE PRINCIPAL BUILDING SURVEYOR SAID THAT NOS. 108 AND 110
WERE SURVEYED IN THE COURSE OF A ROUTINE INSPECTION AND THE
REINFORCED CONCRETE TO THE STRUCTURAL FRAMING, FLOORS AND ROOF
WAS FOUND TO BE IN AN ADVANCED STATE OF DETERIORATION AND COULD
GIVE RISE TO A COLLAPSE.

THE OTHER FOUR BUILDINGS WERE INSPECTED FOLLOWING A COMPLAINT
FROM A MEMSER OF THE PUBLIC. DETAILED INSPECTION REVEALED EXTENSIVE
DETER IORATION OF THE REINFORCED CONCRETE ELEINENTS OF ALL FOUR
BUILDINGS.

THE PRINCIPAL BUILDING SURVEYOR SAID THAT ANY FURTHER
DETER IROATION PARTICULARLY IN THE KITCHEN BLOCKS COULD RESULT
IN FAILURE WHICH MIGHT LEAD TO A COLLAPSE. ¢

REPAIRS REQUIRED WOULD BE SO EXTENSIVE AS TO BE IHPRHGTiCABLE.
HE SAID, AND IT WAS PROPOSED TO CLOSE THE BUILDINGS AND ORDER
THEIR DEFOLITION.

NOTICES OF INTENTION TO APPLY FOR CLOSURE ORDERS WERE POSTED

ON THE BUILDINGS TODAY. THE APPLICATIONS WILL BE HEARD IN
KOWLOON DISTRICT COURT AT 9.30 A.M. ON SEPTELCER 11.

---‘Oﬂﬂﬂ‘
TALK ON RESITE ACGCONIODATION CFFER

o e 3% 3 3% 32 82 51X 3:

ABOUT 100 SQUATTERS FROM A CLEARANCE AREA AT CHING CHUNG
VILLAGE, NGAU CHI WAl, CALLED AT TIE K3USILG CCPLARTIICIT'S GFFICE
IN MIDDLE ROAD THIS UIDLESDAY AFTERIOON FOR TLLKS RELATING TO
. THE DEPARTHENT'S OFFER OF LESITE ACCGILIICDATICN. -

EICHT REPRESENTATIVES WERE RECEIVED. THZY USRE TOLD THAT THE
DEPARTIENT UAS PREPARED TO OFFER THEN LICELC=D LLECA ACCOINODATION
AT CHEUKG SHA WAN, 13 HAN Tl CPART-DUILT STLWUSTULE), KOULOON
BAY ALD SAH KA CHUZHN.

A SURVEY OF ALL FEESIDENTS CARRIED GUT BY TUE HOUSILG DEPARTHENT
EARLIER, HOUEVER, CHOLED TUAT THE HAJCQITY OF TIE FANILIES COINCERNED
VISHED TO CE ACCOLLODATED IN TUE ISV LICSHSED LLEA OF CHEULIG SHA
ULlle

TE GROUP WAS IIIFORNED THAT THE DEPARTIIZNT UAS READY TO
REGISTCR THEM FOR SITE LLLOCATION AS Fil0ll FRRIDAY. HOUEVER, THE
REPRESENTATIVES SAID TiEY NICHT NZED A FSU DAYS L2202 TO FREPARE
FOR THE IDVE.

THE SQUATTERS ARE ECQUIRED TO INOVE FROM TIE ANTA FOR ROAD
WORK IN CONLECTION UITH 1LE LSAU CHI UAN PUSLIC HOUSIERG ESTATE AND
A SITE FOR CONTROLLED RZFUSE TIFFILG. ' ,

A TOTAL OF 121 FANILIES OF 547 PECPLE FRO! THIS AREA LIVING
IN SURVEYED HUTS HAVE ALDEADY LICN LELOUSED IN SAU HAU P1I.G ESTATE.
THE REUAINIEG 120 FLIILIES OF 450 FECPLE LIVING IN UNSURVEYED HUTS
' <ZD AlEA CPACES.

" - e o ow 4
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SURVEY OF ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY STARTS TOMORROW
X X X Xk X x

THE THIRD MAJOR SURVEY OF HONG kONG'S ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY,
TO COLLECT DATA ON TRAINING REQUIREMENTS, STARTS TOMORROW

(THURSDAY ).

IT 1S BEING CONDUCTED BY THE ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY TRAINING
BOARD OF THE HONG KONG TRAINING COUWNCIL, WITH THE ASSISTANCE
OF THE LABOUR DEPARTMENT AND THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT.

QUESTIONNAIRES AND EXPLANATORY LETTERS IN BOTH ENGLISH
AND CHINESE WERE SENT TWO WEEKS AGO TO ALL ESTABL ISHMENTS IN

THE ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY.

THE INFORMATION WHICH EMPLOYERS ARE REQUESTED TO SUPPLY
INCLUDES, - THE NUMBER OF WORKERS AT PRESENT ENMPLOYED= THE NUMBER
OF WORKERS AT PRESENT UNDER TRAINING= THE NUMBER OF EXISTING
VACANCIES= AND A FORECAST OF THE NUMBER OF WORKERS REQUIRED

BY AUGUST 1975. _ f

SURVEY INTERVIEWING OFF ICERS OF THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS
DEPARTMENT WILL VISIT EACH OF THE ESTABLISHMENTS CONCERNED
DURING THE PERIOD OF THE SURVEY, WHICH ENDS ON SEPTEMBER 6, TO
HELP EMPLOYERS TO COMPLETE THE QUESTIONNAIRE.

THE SECRETARY OF THE ELECTRONICS INDUSTRY TRAINING BOARD,
MR. AU-YEUNG MAN-TAK, SAID THE INFORMATION COLLECTED WOULD BE
HANDLED IN STRICT CONF IDENCE AND WOULD BE PUBLISHED ONLY
IN THE FORM OF STATISTICAL SUMMARIES WITHOUT REFERENCE TO ANY
INDIVIDUAL ESTABL ISHMENT. .

/35 sssas0
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CONFIDENCE IN CROWN AGENTS REAFF IRMED
¥ Xk kK X X

THE GOVERNMENT IS SATISFIED WITH THE WAY THE CROWN AGENTS
HAVE EXECUTED THEIR INSTRUCTIONS IN RESPECT OF HONG KONG'S FUNDS,

THE SECRETARY, THE HON. PHILIP HADDON-CAVE, SAID
TODAY « -

+1 KNOW OF NO CRITICISMS OF THE WAY IN WHICH THE CROWN AGENTS
HAVE MANAGED THEIR PRINCIPALS' FUNDS,+ HE TOLD COUNCIL IN REPLY
TO A QUESTION FROM THE HON. J.H. BREMRIDCE.

MR. BREMRIDGE WANTED TO KNOW WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT WOULD
TAKE STEPS TO ADEQUATELY SAFEGUARD HONG KONG FUNDS HELD BY THE
CROWN AGENTS, IN VIEW OF CRITICISH OF THE AGENTS' INVESTHMENT
AND LENDING POLICIES.

; THE FINANCJAL SECRETARY SAID MR. BREMRIDGE MIGHT BE REFERR ING
TO THE DISQUIET EXPRESSED IN SOME CIRCLES IN RECENT YEARS ABOUT
THE WAY IN WHICH THE CROWN AGENTS HAVE BEEN INVESTING THEIR OUN
FUNDS, BUT HE SAID THE GOVERNMENT HAS ALWAYS BEEN ENTIRELY SATISFIED
WITH THE WAY IN WHICH THE AGENTS HAVE EXECUTED THEIR INSTRUCTIONS.

THE IR PERFORMANCE, MR. HADDON-CAVE ADDED, AND THE QUALITY
OF THEIR ADVICE COMPARED FAVOURABLY WITH OTHER INSTITUTIONS
HONG KONG USED IN LONDON AND ELSEVWHERE.

FOLLOVING UP HIS QUESTION, IN'R. DREIZRIDGE ENQUIRED ABOUT
THE PURPOSE OF THE RECENT ANNOUNCENENT BY THZ HINISTER OF OVERSEAS
DEVELOPMENT IN THE HOUSE OF CONIOUS ON THE HNATTER OF CROUN AGENTS.

MR. HADDON-CAVE REPLIED THAT THE STATEMENT AIMED TO POINT
OUT THE CREATION OF A EQARD OF CROUN ACZNTS, AID STRESSED THAT
THERE WAS RO CHANGE IN RELATIONSHIP EETJECH TilE DOARD OF CROUN
AGENTS ARD PRINCIPALS.

+IT IS THE GOVERNNENT'S INTENTION TO CIRCULATE COPIES OF
THE ANNOUNCEKENT,+ HE ADDED.

--——G—---
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CONSUMER ADVISORY SERV ICE
XK Kk XX

THE FOLLOWING PRICES WERE REALISED TODAY CUEDNESDAY) AT
SALE UNDER THE RICE CONTROL SCHEME AND AT THE VEGETABLE
MARKET ING ORGNAISATION WHOLESALE MARKET AND THE FISH MARKETING
ORGANISATION WHOLESALE MARKET AT CHEUNG SHA WAN, KOWLOON:

SUPPLIES AND WHOLESALE PRICES OF RICE

l——-—-—-—---—i-———-—-——r--—.—.———“-r—l————-_.._--._._-_

AVAILABILITY WHOLESALE PRICE C$/CATTYD
GRADE OF RICE OF SUPPLY AVERAGE

-

—

SEE MEW
S.Ce JIEN

PO NGAI
CHU CHO

THAl RICE

S p—

100% WHOLE
10-15% BROKENS

A1 SUPER EXTRA
A1 SUPER
WHOLE GLUTINOUS

U.S. RICE

——— g Bt

AUSTRALIAN RICE

——— —— o T S e . S

PAKISTAN RICE
TAIWAN RICE

———— e e e

SUPPLIES AND WHOLESALE PRICES OF SWINE

CALL SOURCES)
AVAILABILITY OF SUPPLY = GOOD

WHOLESALE PRICES OF PORK
C($/PICUL-LIVE WEIGHT) 320 CAVERAGE)

/SUPPLIES AND LI X T ET Y]




WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14, 1974.

| SUPPLIES AND WHOLESALE PRICES OF MARINE FISH

—— ——— e o

(FMO CHEUNG SHA WAN WHOLESALE FISH MARKETS

AVAILABILITY WHOLESALE PRICE C$/CATTY)
OF SUPPLY HIGH LOW MODE

et e

GOLDEN THREAD LIMITED : 590 1.80 4.50
B IG-EYES GOOD L 23430 0.60 2.00
SQUID GOOD 3.70 1.20 2.20
HAIR-TAILS LIMITED 1.60 0.50 0.80
L1ZARD F ISHES NORMAL - 2.75 0.30 1.10
CROAKERS LIMITED 1.80 1.30 1.50
CONGER-P IKE=-EELS NORMAL 2.50  1.00 1.70
MELON COAT e - - -
BREAMS LIMITED 6.00 4.50
YELLOW BELLY ° NORMAL 1.60 1.30
MACKERELS LIMITED 6.00 550
RED GOAT FISH LIMITED 0. 90_ + 0.60
FORK~TAIL y -— : il
HORSE-HEAD SCARCE 7.00 4.50
MELON SEED GOOD 1.60 1.10
POMFRETS SCARCE 9.50 8.50
GAROUPAS LIMITED 9.00 7.00
YELLOW CROAKER - -~ -

TYPE OF VEGETABLE AVAILABILITY -WHOLESALE PRICE C$fCATTY)
— OF SUPPLY HIGH LOW HDDt

——— . -"'-'-'F--'— -

FLOWER ING CABBAGE NORMAL 1.20 0.40 0. 80
WH ITE CABBAGE GOOD 0.50 0.10 0.30
CHINESE LETTUCE LIMITED 0.80 0.30 0.60
WATER SPINACH GOOD 0.40 010 0.30
CH INESE KALE SCARCE 1.60 -  0.60 1.20
Tﬁ!nq BEANS LIMITED 2.00 0.50 140
SPRIING ONION : LIFITED 1.50 0.50 1.00
SP INACH : : - - -
WATER CRESS SCA?CE 3.00 1.50 2.50
LEAF MUSTARD CABBAGE GOOD 0.40 0.10 0.30
CHINESE SPINACH GOOD 0.40 0.10 ° 0.25
TOMATO SCARCE 4.20 2.00 3.00






