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GOVERNOR VISITS TRADE DEPT
- S g R S0 4

THE GOVERNOR, SIR DAVID WILSON, THIS (THURSDAY) AFTERNOON
VISITED THE TRADE DEPARTMENT AT ITS NEW HEADQUARTERS IN MONG KOK.

HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY THE ACTING SECRETARY FOR TRADE AND
INDUSTRY, MR JOSEPH W.P. WONG, AND THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF TRADE
(DESIGNATE), MR DONALD TSANG.

SIR DAVID WAS BRIEFED ON THE DEPARTMENT'S ORGANISATION AND
ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING A NUMBER OF MAJOR 1SSUES WHICH WILL BE KEEPING
THE DEPARTMENT BUSY 1IN THE MONTHS AHEAD.

THESE ISSUES INCLUDE IN PARTICULAR, HONG KONG'S PARTICIPATION
IN THE URUGUAY ROUND OF MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS, EXTENSION OF
THE MULTIFIBRE ARRANGEMENT (MFA), AND CONSIDERATION IN THE UNITED
STATES OF CONTINUED MOST FAVOURED NATION (MFN) STATUS FOR CHINA,

SIR DAVID VISITED THE DEPARTMENT'S LICENSING AND CONTROL
OFFICES WHICH ISSUED OVER FIVE MILLION IMPORT AND EXPORT LICENCES AND
CERTIFICATES OF ORIGIN LAST FINANCIAL YEAR.

HE WAS TOLD THAT THE DEPARTMENT HAS INVESTED OVER $29 MILLION
IN COMPUTERISING ITS OPERATIONS AND IS INVOLVED 1IN PLANS FOR AN
ELECTRONIC DATA INTERCHANGE (EDI) FOR TRADE DOCUMENTS.

THE GOVERNOR ALSO MET A CROSS-SECTION OF OFFICERS WORKING 1IN
THE DEPARTMENT.
"TRADE IS VITAL TO HONG KONG'S PROSPERITY,"” SIR DAVID SAID.

"IT 18 ENCOURAGING TO SEE THE TRADE DEPARTMENT SO ENTHUSIASTIC
ABOUT HONG KONG'S ROLE AS AN IMPORTANT TRADING ENTITY.

"ALSO TO KNOW ABOUT THE WAYS IN WHICH THEY ARE DETERMINED TO
MAINTAIN A CONTROL SYSTEM WHICH 1S RESPECTED BY OUR BUSINESSMEN HERE
AND BY TRADING PARTNERS ABROAD."
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CHALLENGES FACING ASIAN NIE'S
¥ X ¥ ¥ X

THE AS1AN NEWLY INDUSTRIALISED ECONOMIES (NIE’S) HAVE TC FACE
KEEN COMPETITION FROM OTHER FAST-GROWING ECONOMIES IN THE ASIA PACIFIC
REGION, SUCH AS THAILAND AND MA LAYSIA, THE FINANCIAL SECRETARY
(DESIGNATE), MR HAMISH MACLEOD, SAID TODAY (THURSDAY).

DELIVERING A KEYNOTE SPEECH AT A SYMPOSIUM ON ASIAN NEWLY
INDUSTRIALISED ECONOMIES, MR MACLEOD SAID THESE ECONOMIES WERE ENDOWED
WITH A RELATIVELY ABUNDANT SUPPLY OF NATURAL RESOURCES.

/"THUS THE
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"THUS THE ASIAN NIE’S NEED TO CONTINUALLY STRIVE TO MAINTAIN
THEIR EXPORT GROWTH AND TO ATTRACT INVESTMENTS - TO KEEP THEIR
COMPETITIVE EDGE," MR MACLEOD SAID,

"DOMESTIC CHALLENGES ARE ALSO OF CONCERN TO THE ASIAN NIE'S.
FOR EXAMPLE, RISING INFLATION AND LABOUR SHORTAGE ARE TWO COMMON
PROBLEMS THAT, UNLESS KEPT WITHIN REASONABLE BOUNDS, WILL AFFECT
THEIR ROLE 1IN THE WORLD ECONOMY AND THREATEN THEIR LONG-TERM
COMPETITIVENESS," HE NOTED.

ON HONG KONG'S ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, HE SAID HONG KONG WAS
PARTICULARLY SUSCEPTIBLE TO EXTERNAL INFLUENCES.

HE CITED AS EXAMPLE THE POSSIBILITY OF LOSS OF CHINA'S MOST
FAVOURED NATION STATUS IN THE USA, AND THE ADVERSE EFFECT ON HONG KONG
IF THIS HAPPENED.

"SOMETIMES EXTERNAL FACTORS ARE OPPORTUNITIES UPON WHICH WE CAN
BUILD OUR ECONCMY; AT OTHER TIMES, THEY ARE CHALLENGES THAT THREATENED
OUR COMPETITIVENESS.

"OUR ECONOMY’S DEPENDENCE ON EXTERNAL TRADE WILL CONTINUE FOR
THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE, HENCE EXTERNAL INFLUENCES, WHETHER PERCEIVED
AS OPPORTUNITIES OR CHALLENGES, WILL CONTINUE TO BE MAJOR INFLUENCES
ON HONG KONG," MR MACLEOD SAID.

TO COMBAT PROTECTIONISM, TO MAINTAIN THE LONG-TERM
COMPETITIVENESS OF HONG KONG’'S MANUFACTURING SECTOR AND TO PROMOTE
OVERSEAS INVESTMENT IN HONG KONG ARE THE THREE MAJOR TASKS THAT THE
GOVERNMENT WAS TACKLING, HE SAID.

HE POINTED OUT THAT HONG KONG’'S PRIMARY OBJECTIVE WAS TO SECURE
AND MAINTAIN MAXIMUM MARKET ACCESS FOR ITS EXPORTS, ADDING THAT HONG
KONG HAD BEEN ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN KEY GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS
AND TRADE (THE GATT) NEGOTIATING GROUPS DURING THE URUGUAY ROUND OF
TRADE TALKS.

"SINCE THE RESUMPTION OF THE TALKS EARLY THIS YEAR, WE HAVE
BEEN WORKING HARD IN THE HOPE THAT THE TEXTILE TRADE CAN BE
INCORPORATED INTO THE TERMS OF THE GATT, THUS ULTIMATELY REPLACING THE
EXISTING MULTI-FIBRE AGREEMENT.

"WE ARE ALSO INCREASINGLY AWARE THAT ANTI-DUMPING CHARGES CAN
BE TURNED INTO A PROTECTIONIST TOOL. TO AVOID THIS, WE ARE EAGER TO
SEE THE PROVISIONS OF THE GATT ANTI-DUMPING CODE BEING TIGHTENED UP
AND IMPROVED.

ON MAINTAINING THE LONG-TERM COMPETITIVENESS OF HONG KONG'S
MANUFACTURING SECTOR, MR MACLEOD SAID OUTWARD PROCESSING ACTIVITIES
HAD RESULTED IN A STEADY TECHNOLOGICAL UPGRADING OF HONG KONG’S
MANUFCTURING BASE LOCALLY, WHICH WAS ESSENTIAL TO THE COMPETITIVENESS
OF HONG KONG'S MANUFACTURING INDUSTRIES IN THE LONG RUN.

"TO FACILITATE THIS PROCESS, THE GOVERNMENT HAS SET UP A HONG
KONG INDUSTRIAL TECHNOLOGY CENTRE COMPANY TO ESTABLISH A TECHNOLOGY

CENTRE IN 1993,

/"THIS TECHNOLOGY
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"THIS TECHNOLOGY CENTRE WILL AIM AT PROMOTING TECHNOLOGICAL
INNOVATIONS WHICH IN TURN FACILITATE THE COMMERCIAL APPLICATION OF NEW
IDEAS.

"VARIOUS INDUSTRIAL SUPPORT ORGANISATIONS WILL ALSO HAVE THEIR
TECHNOLOGICAL SUPPORT SERVICES STRENGTHENED," HE SAID.

APART FROM TECHNOLOGICAL UPGRADING, IT WAS ALSO NECESSARY TO
ENCOURAGE THE PRODUCTION OF HIGHER-VALUE-ADDED GOODS.

"THE GOVERNMENT HELPS BY PROVIDING SUPPORT SERVICES. FOR
EXAMPLE, THE HONG KONG PRODUCTIVITY COUNCIL IS TASKED WITH PROMOTING
THE INCREASE OF PRODUCTIVITY IN INDUSTRY.

"OUR TERTIARY INSTITUTIONS ARE ACTIVE IN SETTING UP CENTRES OF
EXCELLENCE WHICH WILL HELP TO STRENGTHEN SUPPORT TO INDUSTRY, SUCH AS
THE HONG KONG INSTITUTE OF BIOTECHNOLOGY AND THE CENTRE OF COMPUTING
SERVICES AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS," HE SAID.

IN THE AREA OF QUALITY IMPROVEMENT, THE HONG KONG LABORATORY
ACCREDITATION SCHEME SERVED TO UPGRADE STANDARDS IN LABORATORY
MANAGEMENT .

"THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT INDUSTRY DEPARTMENT IS CURRENTLY
RUNNING A QUALITY PROMOTION DRIVE TO INCREASE THE AWARENESS OF OUR
MANUFACTURERS.

"THE HONG KONG QUALITY ASSURANCE AGENCY HAS ALSO BEEN SET UP TO
IMPLEMENT A QUALITY MANAGEMENT CERTIFICATION SCHEME IN WHICH
CERTIFICATES WILL BE AWARDED TO COMPANIES WITH THEIR QUALITY
MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS CONFORMING WITH THE INTERNATIONAL CRITERIA ISO
9000," HE SAID.

TURNING TO THE PROMOTION OF OVERSEAS INVESTMENT IN HONG KONG,
MR MACLEOD POINTED OUT THAT THE INDUSTRY DEPARTMENT WAS RESPONSIBLE
FOR IMPLEMENTING AN INVESTMENT PROMOTION PROGRAMME AIMED AT ATTRACTING
USEFUL NEW TECHNOLOGIES AND MANAGEMENT SKILLS INTO HONG KONG .

"THE GOVERNMENT HAS ESTABLISHED A NETWORK OF FIVE OVERSEAS
INDUSTRIAL PROMOTION UNITS IN BRUSSELS, LONDON, NEW YORK, SAN
FRANCISCO AND TOKYO, SUPPORTED BY THE INDUSTRY DEPARTMENT'S 'ONE STOP
UNIT' IN HONG KONG.

"STAFF OF THESE UNITS VIGOROUSLY PROMOTE HONG KONG'S
ATTRACTIONS AS A MANUFACTURING BASE TO POTENTIAL OVERSEAS INVESTORS,
AND HELP THEM TO LOCATE IN THE TERRITORY.

"WE ARE NOW STRENGTHENING CO-ORDINATION AMONG THE OVERSEAS
UNITS BY CREATING REGIONAL DIRECTORS FOR EUROPE AND NORTH AMERICA.

"WE ARE ALSO USING RESOURCES MORE EFFICIENTLY BY CONCENTRATING
PROMOTION EFFORTS, INCLUDING A CLOSELY-TARGETTED CAMPAIGN, ON CERTAIN
KEY INDUSTRIES AND COMPANIES WHICH WE THINK CAN MAKE A PARTICULARLY
IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION TO OUR INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT," HE SAID.

L e D e &




THURSDAY, MAY 30, 1991

CONSULTATIONS WITH THE U.S. ON VM PROBLEM
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CONSULTATIONS WILL TAKE PLACE ON JUNE 3 AND 4 BETWEEN THE
UNITED KINGDOM/HONG KONG GOVERNMENTS AND THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
ON THE PROBLEM OF VIETNAMESE MIGRANTS, A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAN SAID
TODAY (THURSDAY).

THE CONSULTATIONS WILL TAKE PLACE IN WASHINGTON. THE SECRETARY
FOR SECURITY, MR ALISTAIR ASPREY, AND THE REFUGEE CO-ORDINATOR, MR
CLINTON LEEKS, WILL ATTEND ON BEHALF OF HONG KONG.

THE SPOKESMAN SAID THESE TALKS FOLLOWED DIRECTLY FROM THE
RECENT MEETING OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE OF THE INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE ON INDO-CHINESE REFUGEES.

AT ITS FOURTH MEETING IN GENEVA ON APRIL 30 - MAY 1, THE
STEERING COMMITTEE DECIDED THAT FOLLOWING FARLY CONSULTATIONS A
SUB-COMMITTEE SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED TO EXPLORE ALTERNATIVES AND
ADDITIONAL MEASURES TO ENCOURAGE GREATLY ACCELERATED RATES OF RETURN

OF NON-REFUGEES TO VIETNAM.

THE UPCOMING CONSULTATIONS IN WASHINGTON WERE AN TIMPORTANT
STAGE IN THAT PROCESS, THE SPOKESMAN SAID.

w8 Y s )

1990 SURVEY OF WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADES, RESTAURANTS AND HOTELS
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THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT ANNOUNCED TODAY (THURSDAY)
THAT THE SURVEY OF WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADES, RESTAURANTS AND HOTELS

FOR 1990 HAS JUST COMMENCED.

THE SURVEY IS CONDUCTED ANNUALLY AND REPRESENTS PART OF THE
DEPARTMENT’S CONTINUOUS PROGRAMME TO COMPILE STATISTICS ON T%E
STRUCTURE AND PERFORMANCE OF VARIOUS ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES IN HONG KONG.

THE AIMS OF THE SURVEY ARE TO OBTAIN UP-TO-DATE DATA FOR
EVALUATING THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE VARIOUS ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES TO HONG
KONG’S GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT, AND FOR ASCERTAINING THEIR COST
STRUCTURE, OPERATING CHARACTERISTICS AND SALES LEVELS.

RESULTS OF THE SURVEY ARE USEFUL TO BOTH THE GOVERNMENT AND THE
PRIVATE SECTOR IN FORMULATING POLICIES AND MAKING DECISIONS.

ABOUT 8,500 ESTABLISHMENTS WILL BE ENUMERATED IN THE PRESENT
ROUND OF THE SURVEY, COVERING THE FOLLOWING ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES :
WHOLESALE: RETAIL: IMPORTS AND EXPORTS; RESTAURANTS; HOTELS AND
BOARDING HOUSES.

/INFORMATTION SOUGHT
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INFORMATION SOUGHT IN THE SURVEY INCLUDES : TYPE OF OWNERSHIP,
FLOOR AREA, EMPLOYMENT, COMPENSATION OF EMPLOYEES (THAT 18 WAQGES,
SALARIES AND OTHER EMPLOYEE BENEFITS), OPERATING EXPENSES, TOTAL VALUE
OF PURCHASES OF GOODS FOR SALE, SALES AND OTHER RECEIPTS, AS WELL AS
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE AND STOCKS.

THE SURVEY IS BEING CONDUCTED UNDER THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS
(ANNUAL SURVEY OF WHOLESALE AND RETAIL TRADES, RESTAURANTS AND HOTELS)
ORDER 1984, WHICH WAS MADE UNDER THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS ORDINANCE
(CHAPTER 316) AND ISSUED AS LEGAL NOTICE NO. 16 1IN THE GAZETTE ON
JANUARY 13, 1984.

SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRES HAVE BEEN MAILED TO THE ESTABLISHMENTS
SAMPLED FOR THE SURVEY.

THESE ESTABLISHMENTS ARE LEGALLY REQUIRED TO COMPLETE AND
RETURN THE QUESTIONNAIRES TO THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT BY
JULY 31 THIS YEAR.

IF REQUIRED, OFFICERS OF THE DEPARTMENT WILL VISIT INDIVIDUAL
ESTABLISHMENTS AND ASSIST THEM IN COMPLETING THE QUESTIONNAIRES.

THESE OFFICERS WILL CARRY A GOVERNMENT IDENTITY CARD AND A
CERTIFICATE FOR CONDUCTING THE SURVEY WHILST ON DUTY, WHICH ARE
AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION.

THE COMMISSIONER FOR CENSUS AND STATISTICS APPEALED TO THE

MANAGEMENTS OF ALL SAMPLED ESTABLISHMENTS TO RETURN THE COMPLETED
QUESTIONNAIRES PROMPTLY AND TO CO-OPERATE WITH OFFICERS OF THE
DEPARTMENT IN THE COURSE OF THE SURVEY, SO AS TO FULFIL THEIR LEGAL
AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY.

i HE STRESSED THAT INFORMATION RELATING TO INDIVIDUAL
ESTABLISHMENTS WOULD BE TREATED IN STRICT CONFIDENCE UNDER THE
PROVISION OF THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS ORDINANCE. i

ONLY AGGREGATE INFORMATION, WHICH DOES NOT REVEAL DETAILS
INDIVIDUAL ESTABLISHMENTS, WILL BE RELEASED.

THE COMMISSIONER ALSO POINTED OUT THAT AUDITED ACCOUNTS ARE
ESSENTIAL FOR THE SUPPLY OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE DATA REQUIRED
THE SURVEY.

THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT ACCEPTS FIGURES BASED
PRELIMINARY ACCOUNTS OR ESTIMATES WHICH ARE CORRECT TO THE BEST OF
RESPONDENTS’' KNOWLEDGE AT THE TIME OF SUBMISSION OF THE RETURNS,
AUDITED ACCOUNTS ARE NOT YET AVAILABLE.

ANY ENQUIRIES REGARDING THE SURVREY MAY BE DIRECTED TO THE
WHOLESALE/RETAIL TRADE STATISTICS SECTION OF THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS
DEPARTMENT ON TEL. 802 1248.
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1989 SURVEY OF BUILDING, CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE SECTORS
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THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT TODAY (THURSDAY) RELEASED
THE RESULTS OF THE 1989 SURVEY OF BUILDING, CONSTRUCTION AND REAL
ESTATE SECTORS WHICH WAS CONDUCTED FROM APRIL 1990 TO EARLY 1991.

THE SURVEY RESULTS INDICATED THAT 12,023 CONSTRUCTION
ESTABLISHMENTS HAD OPERATED IN 1989,

THE GROSS VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION WORK PERFORMED BY THESE
ESTABLISHMENTS DURING 1989 AMOUNTED TO $86,007 MILLION, REPRESENTING
AN INCREASE OF 24% OVER 1988.

ALL VALUE FIGURES IN THIS PRESS RELEASE ARE EXPRESSED IN
CURRENT PRICE TERMS. THE PERCENTAGE CHANGES DERIVED FROM THESE FIGURES
HAVE NOT BEEN ADJUSTED FOR COST INCREASES. CAUTION SHOULD THEREFORE BE
TAKEN IN INTERPRETING THE SURVEY RESULTS BECAUSE UNIT CONSTRUCTION
COST HAS INCREASED SIGNIFICANTLY IN 1989 OVER 1988.

IN 1989, THE TOTAL EXPENDITURE INCURRED BY THE CONSTRUCTION
ESTABLISHMENTS WAS $83,131 MILLION. THIS INCLUDED $20,306 MILLION ON
COMPENSATION OF EMPLOYEES AND PAYMENTS TO LABOUR-ONLY SUB-CONTRACTORS;
$22,379 MILLION ON CONSUMPTION OF MATERIALS, SUPPLIES, AND MAINTENANCE
SERVICES; $35,100 MILLION ON PAYMENTS FOR SUB-CONTRACT WORK RENDERED
BY FEE SUB-CONTRACTORS; AND $5,347 MILLION ON MISCELLANEOUS OPERATING

EXPENSES .

THE TOTAL VALUE ADDED OF THESE ESTABLISHMENTS, WHICH I8 A
MEASURE OF THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY’S CONTRIBUTION TO HONG KONG'’S
GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT, AMOUNTED TO $24,945 MILLION IN 1989. THIS
REPRESENTED AN INCREASE OF 25% OVER 1988.

SOME 39% OF THE CONSTRUCTION ESTABLISHMENTS WERE ENGAGED IN
RENOVATION AND MAINTENANCE OF ERECTED BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES.
HOWEVER, THEY ACCOUNTED FOR ONLY 11% OF THE GROSS VALUE OF
CONSTRUCTION WORK PERFORMED.

ON THE OTHER HAND, THE GENERAL TRADE CONTRACTORS OPERATING AT
CONSTRUCTION SITES REPRESENTED ABOUT T% OF THE NUMBER OF
ESTABLISHMENTS, BUT ACCOUNTED FOR $55,787 MILLION OR 65% OF THE GROSS
VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION WORK PERFORMED.

THE REST OF THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY CONSISTED MOSTLY OF
SPECIAL TRADE CONTRACTORS, SUCH AS CONTRACTORS SPECIALISING IN
ELECTRICAL AND MECHANICAL FITTINGS, WHICH ACCOUNTED FOR 24% OF THE
GROSS VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION WORK PERFORMED.

THE SURVEY DID NOT COVER LABOUR-ONLY SUB-CONTRACTORS WHO MAINLY
SUPPLIED LABOUR TO WORK ON A JOB-TO-JOB BASIS. HOWEVER, THE GROSS
VALUE OF CONSTRUCTION WORK PERFORMED BY THESE SUB-CONTRACTORS WAS
ALREADY INCLUDED IN THAT OF CONTRACTORS COMMISSIONING THEIR SERVICES.

/APART FROM
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APART FROM CONSTRUCTION ESTABLISHMENTS, THE SURVEY ALSO
ENUMERATED ESTABLISHMENTS ENGAGED IN THE FOLLOWING ACTIVITIES: REAL
ESTATE DEVELOPMENT, LEASING, BROKERAGE AND MAINTENANCE MANAGEMENT
SERVICES; AND ARCHITECTURAL, SURVEYING AND PROJECT ENGINEERING
SERVICES.

ACCORDING TO THE SURVEY RESULTS, 5,522 ESTABLISHMENTS ENGAGED
IN REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT, LEASING, BROKERAGE AND MAINTENANCE
MANAGEMENT SERVICES HAD OPERATED DURING 1989.

THEIR GROSS OUTPUT IN 1983 WAS $45,486 MILLION WHICH INCLUDED
$21,830 MILLION FROM YERVICE AND RENTAL INCOME, $23,028 MILLION FROM
GROSS MARGIN OF REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS (EXCLUDING LAND
PRICE APPRECIATION) AND $628 MILLION FROM OTHER INCOME.

THEIR TOTAL EXPENDITURE WAS $13,033 MILLION.

AT $39,869 MILLION, THE TOTAL VALUE ADDED OF THESE
ESTABLISHMENTS WAS 24% MORE THAN THAT IN 1988.

THESE FIGURES DID NOT INCLUDE ESTABLISHMENTS THAT DEVELOPED
REAL ESTATE PROJECTS FOR THEIR OWN OCCUPATION OR THOSE THAT OWNED LAND
WITHOUT DEVELOPING IT DURING THE REFERENCE YEAR. ALSO EXCLUDED WERE
REAL ESTATE LEASING AND OTHER ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN BY SELF-EMPLOYED
PERSONS OR HOUSEHOLDS.

FOR ESTABLISHMENTS ENGAGED IN ARCHITECTURAL, SURVEYING AND
PROJECT ENGINEERING SERVICES, THE SURVEY RESULTS INDICATED THAT 738
SUCH ESTABLISHMENTS HAD OPERATED IN 1989.

THEIR TOTAL BUSINESS RECEIPTS STOOD AT $4,195 MILLION, WHILE
THEIR TOTAL EXPENDITURE WAS $3,457 MILLION OF WHICH $1,946 MILLION WAS
ON COMPENSATION OF EMPLOYEES.

THE TOTAL VALUE ADDED OF THESE ESTABLISHMENTS WAS $2,689
MILLION, REPRESENTING AN INCREASE OF 23% OVER 1988.

FOR REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS, THE VALUE ACCRUED TO
PRIVATE SECTOR PROJECTS DURING 1989 WAS $45,498 MILLION, REPRESENTING
AN INCREASE OF 16% OVER THE CORRESPONDING VALUE IN 1988.

THE TOTAL PROJECT OUTLAYS AMOUNTED TO $26,539 MILLION WHICH
INCLUDED, FOR INSTANCE, PAYMENTS TO CONTRACTORS AND INTEREST PAYMENTS.

SUMMARY STATISTICS FOR THE 1989 SURVEY OF BUILDING,
CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE SECTORS WILL BE INCLUDED IN THE APRIL
1991 ISSUE OF THE HONG KONG MONTHLY DIGEST OF STATISTICS PUBLISHED BY
THE CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT .

MORE DETAILED RESULTS WILL BE GIVEN IN A FULL SURVEY REPORT TO
BE PUBLISHED AROUND JULY 1991.

ENQUIRIES REGARDING THESE SURVEY RESULTS MAY BE DIRECTED TO THE
BUILDING, CONSTRUCTION AND REAL ESTATE STATISTICS SECTION OF THE
CENSUS AND STATISTICS DEPARTMENT (TEL. NO. 839 3204).
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HONG KONG GOVERNMENT EXCHANGE FUND
MONEY MARKET OPERATIONS
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DATE

CLOSING BALANCE IN THE ACCOUNT ON 29.5.91
EFFECT OF FORWARDS TO BE SETTLED ON 30.5.91
EFFECT OF OPERATIONS THIS MORNING

EFFECT OF OPERATIONS THIS AFTERNOON

TRADE WEIGHTED INDEX 113.0 *+0.2% 30.5.91

HONG KONG GOVERNMENT EXCHANGE FUND
91-DAY EXCHANGE FUND BILLS

ISSUE MATURING OUTSTANDING
NUMBER $ MILLION

10.7.91

17.7.91 370 +110
24.7.91 498, -18.5
31.7.91 470 +10
7.8.91 408.5 +71.0
14.8.91 390 +90
21.8.91 435 +45
28.8.91 410 +70

5.6.91 100 +380
12.6.91 434 +46
19.6.91 375 +105
26.6.91 480 +0

3.7.91 567 -87

HONG KONG GOVERNMENT EXCHANGE FUND
182-DAY EXCHANGE FUND BILLS

ISSUE MATURING OUTSTANDING
NUMBER $ MILLION

H165

HOO4
HOO05
H101
H156
H1567
H158
H159
H160
H161
H162
H163

MAY 30, 1991

HKEF

$ MILLION

=75

+75

NEUTRAL
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HONG KONG GOVERNMENT EXCHANGE FUND
364-DAY EXCHANGE FUND BILLS

ISSUE MATURING OUTSTANDING
NUMBER $ MILLION

Y188 26.3.92 180 +80
Y189 22.4.92 200 +60
Y190 20.5.92 240 +20

AVERAGE DAILY TRANSFER FOR WEEK ENDING 24.5.91 WAS 3,588 MN

AL B B S i

NATURE EDUCATION CENTRE SET TO OPEN ON JUNE 8
¥ ¥ ¥ X ¥ x

NATURE LOVERS, PLANT ENTHUSIASTS, STUDENTS AND FAMILIES
WISHING TO SPEND A DAY IN THE COUNTRYSIDE WILL FIND A NEW HAVEN IN
THE LIONS NATURE EDUCATION CENTRE SET TO OPEN ON JUNE 8.

THE CENTRE, SITUATED ON A 16.5-HECTARE SITE IN TSIU HANG, SAI
KUNG, IS THE BRAINCHILD OF THE AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES DEPARTMENT
(AFD) AND IS SPONSORED BY THE LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL, DISTRICT
303, HONG KONG AND MACAU.

A FOUNDATION WAS SET UP BY THE LIONS CLUBS LAST YEAR FOR THE
CENTRE AND SO FAR $11 MILLION HAS BEEN RAISED.

PHASE I OF THE PROJECT, WHICH WILL BE OPEN TO MEMBERS OF THE
PUBLIC NEXT SATURDAY, COSTS $8 MILLION.

PHASE 1 FEATURES EXHIBITION HALLS ON HONG KONG'S AGRICULTURE,
FISHERIES AND COUNTRYSIDE RESOURCES AS WELL AS AN ARBORETUM, ORCHARDS,
FIELD CROPS, A CHINESE HERBAL GARDEN, AND A ROCK AND MINERAL CORNER.

"WORK TO DECORATE THE EXHIBITION HALLS 1S GOING AHEAD IN FULL
STEAM AND WE ARE ADDING THE FINAL TOUCH TO THE OUTDOOR DISPLAYS SUCH
AS PUTTING UP SIGNBOARDS AND FRUIT TREE LABELS," THE CO-ORDINATOR OF
THE PROJECT, AFD’'S ASSISTANT DIRECTOR (CONSERVATION AND COUNTRY
PARKS), MR FRANK LAU, SAID.

HE BELIEVED THAT STATIC DISPLAYS AND LIVE SPECIMENS 1IN THE
CENTRE WOULD HELP VISITORS UNDERSTAND AND APPRECIATE THE LOCAL
WILDLIFE,; VEGETATION, NATURAL RESOURCES, RURAL HERITAGE AND THE
EVOLUTION OF THE PRIMARY INDUSTRIES IN HONG KONG.

"IT IS HOPED THAT VISITORS WILL THEN BE PROMPTED TO SHOW A
MORE POSITIVE ATTITUDE TOWARDS ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION," HE ADDED.

/MR LAU
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MR LAU PAVES A RUN-DOWN OF DISPLAYS IN THE CENTRE AS FOLLOWS:

EXHIBITION HALLS

AGRICULTURE HALL

DISPLAYS IN THIS HALL TRACE THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CROP
FARMING AND LIVESTOCK INDUSTRIES SINCE THE 1950°'S AND EVEN
POINT OUT THE WAY FORWARD -- INTEGRATED FARMING.

HERE, VISITORS WILL COME TO UNDERSTAND WHY FARMERS GAVE UP
RICE CULTIVATION AND SWITCHED TO GROWING VEGETABLES INSTEAD.

THEY WILL ALSO LEARN WHY EVEN THOUGH ARABLE LAND IS GETTING
SCARCE, THE PRODUCTIVITY OF VEGETABLE FARMERS HAS GROWN BY 55
PER CENT OVER THE PAST TWO DECADES.

AMONG THE ATTRACTIONS IN THIS HALL WILL BE THE REPLICAS OF A
MODERN CHICKEN SHED AND A PIG-STY TO DEMONSTRATE THE LATEST
CHICKEN REARING AND PIG-ON-LITTER RAISING TECHNIQUE
RESPECTIVELY.

VISITORS WILL ALSO KNOW MORE ABOUT THE CONTRIBUTION OF
FARMERS TO LOCAL FOOD SUPPLY. IN ADDITION, COMMON CHICKEN AND
PIG BREEDS USED IN THE TERRITORY AS WELL AS VEGETABLE VARIETIES
GROWN HERE WILL BE FEATURED.

FISHERIES HALL

THE THEME OF THIS EXHIBITION CAN BE BROADLY CLASSIFIED INTO
TWO SECTIONS : DEVELOPMENT OF THE LOCAL FISHING INDUSTRY - AND
HONG KONG'S AQUATIC HERITAGE.

VISITORS WILL BE ABLE TO SEE HOW THE FISHING FLEET EVOLVES
FROM THE WIND-DRIVEN FISHING JUNK OF THE OLD DAYS TO STEEL
HULL VESSELS.

APART FROM THE VARIOUS FISHING METHODS, VISITORS WILL GAIN
INSIGHT INTO HONG KONG’S FISHERIES RESOURCES.

THEY WILL ALSO SEE HOW, DESPITE THE DECREASING FISHERMEN
POPULATION, FISHERIES PRODUCTION [NCREASED STEADILY,
CONTRIBUTING TO 60 PER CENT OF THE MARINE FISH CONSUMED HERE.

ALSO ON DISPLAY ARE SECTIONS ON SUCH INTERESTING AQUATIC
LIVES AS DOLPHINS, SEA TURTLES, CORALS AND DANGEROUS MARINE
ORGANISMS SUCH AS SHARKS, MORAY EELS, SEA SNAKES AND JELLY
FISH.

OTHER INTERESTING TOPICS SUCH AS THE ECO-SYSTEM, TROPHIC
LEVELS, FOOD WEB, ZONATION AND ADAPTIVE RADIATION ARE ALSO
FEATURED.

/COUNTRYSIDE HALL
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COUNTRYSIDE HALL

THE DISPLAY HERE ELABORATES ON INTERESTING NATURAL HABITATS
SUCH AS MANGROVES AND THE "FUNG SHUI" WOODS.

IT ALSO OUTLINES HONG KONG’S AFFORESTATION EFFORTS OVER THE
PAST FEW DECADES, THE IMPORTANCE OF TREES AND THE BEAUTIFUL
SCENERY AND FACILITIES IN HONG KONG'S COUNTRY PARKS.

THESE DISPLAYS, COUPLED WITH THE SECTION ON ENDANGERED
SPECIES, ALL HIGHLIGHT THE IMPORTANCE OF COUNTRYSIDE AND
WILDLIFE CONSERVATION.

OUTDOOR DISPLAYS

THE MOST ATTRACTIVE IS THE SPECIMEN ORCHARD WHERE MOST OF
THE MAJOR SPECIES OF FRUIT TREES IN SOUTH CHINA ARE COLLECTED.

VISITORS WHO COME TO THE CENTRE IN THE RIGHT SEASON WILL BE
ABLE TO SEE FOR THEMSELVES HOW THE TREES FLOWER AND BEAR FRUIT.

BESIDES, VISITORS WILL FIND INTERESTING FRUIT TREE SPECIES
IN THE CITROUS ORCHARD, THE LYCHEE ORCHARD AND BANANA GROVES.

ARBORETUM

THE ARBORETUM HAS A COLLECTION OF OVER 70 SPECIES OF TREES
AND SHRUBS, OF WHICH 38 SPECIES WERE PLANTS FIRST DISCOVERED IN
HONG KONG.

ECONOMIC CROPS' FIELD

IN THIS FIELD, SEASONAL LEAFY VEGETABLES, BEAN CROPS AND
FRUIT CROPS ARE GROWN. IN PARTICULAR, A CORNER IS SET ASIDE FOR
DEMONSTRATING 37 SPECIES OF ECONOMIC CROPS WHICH FEW MAY KNOW
WHAT THEY LOOK LIKE IN THE FIELD EVEN THOUGH THE PRODUCE IS
EXTREMELY COMMON.

SOME EXAMPLES ARE RICE, WATER CHESTNUT, YAM, PEANUT AND WAX
GOURD.

CHINESE HERBAL GARDEN

IN THIS GARDEN, OVER 100 SPECIES OF CHINESE MEDICAL HERBS
ARE GROWN. THEY ARE CLASSIFIED INTO 17 TYPES ACCORDING TO THEIR
THERAPEUTIC PROPERTIES.

/ROCK AND
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ROCK AND MINERAL CORNER

ROCK SAMPLES DISPLAYED HERE ARE MAINLY OF IGNEOUS AND
VOLCANIC ORIGIN. METAMORPHIC ROCKS SUCH AS MARBLES ARE ALSO
FEATURED HERE.

SUMMING UP, MR LAU SAID HE HOPED THE CENTRE IS BUT THE FIRST
STOP IN VISITORS’ EXPEDITION IN NATURE EDUCATION.

"THAT IS WHY WE POINT OUT TO VISITORS SOME 50 PLACES WHERE
THEY SHOULD FURTHER EXPLORE IF THEY ARE INTERESTED 1IN LEARNING MORE
ABOUT NATURE.

"FOR INSTANCES, BIRD LOVERS ARE REFERRED TO THE MAI PO MARSHES
WHILE BOTANY ENTHUSIASTS TO THE SHING MUN ARBORETUM. THOSE WHO HAVE A
SPECIAL TASTE FOR MARINE LIFE MUST NOT MISS OCEAN PARK."

FINALLY, HE DISCLOSED THAT FACILITIES PLANNED UNDER PHASE 11
INCLUDE AN INSECTARIUM AND A CAFETERIA.

. B o s

DEADLINE FOR APPLYING FOR LICENCES UNDER WPCO
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ X

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE REMINDED THAT TOMORROW (FRIDAY) IS
THE DEADLINE FOR APPLYING FOR LICENCES UNDER THE WATER POLLUTION
CONTROL ORDINANCE FOR EFFLUENT DISCHARGES IN THE DEEP BAY AND MIRS
BAY WATER CONTROL ZONES.

THE MAJOR AREAS WITHIN THE DEEP BAY WATER CONTROL ZONE INCLUDE
PING CHE, FANLING AND SHEUNG SHUI NEW TOWN, KWU TUNG, S8SAN TIN, PAT
HEUNG, KAM TIN, SHEK KONG, YUEN LONG, TIN SHUI WAI, LAU FAU SHAN, HUNG
SHUI KIU AND TONG YAN SAN TSUEN.

THE MAJOR AREAS WITHIN THE MIRS BAY WATER CONTROL ZONE INCLUDE
SHA TAU KOK, LUK KENG, PING CHAU, KAT O, TAP MUN, KO LAU WAN, TAI
LONG WAN, LONG KE, THE SOUTHERN TIP OF CLEARWATER BAY PENINSULA AND
PART OF TUNG LUNG CHAU.

AN ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION DEPARTMENT (EPD) SPOKESMAN SAID
THAT OWNERS OR OCCUPIERS OF THE INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL, RESIDENTIAL
AND ALL OTHER TYPES OF PREMISES WITHIN THE DEEP BAY AND MIRS BAY
WATER CONTROL ZONES WITH EXISTING EFFLUENT DISCHARGES SHOULD APPLY FOR
A LICENCE BY TOMORROW.

DOMESTIC EFFLUENTS DISCHARGING DIRECT INTO PUBLIC FOUL SEWERS
AND DISCHARGE OF UNPOLLUTED WATER ARE HOWEVER NOT UNDER CONTROL.

APPLICATION FORMS FOR LICENCES ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE EPD
OFFICES AND THE DISTRICT OFFICES IN SAI KUNG, TUEN MUN, YUEN LONG,
NORTH AND TAI PO.

ENQUIRIES SHOULD BE MADE TO EPD ON TEL. NO. 650 7303.

S S e e
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\ND MAY 29, 388 PERSONS HAD BEEN A TE
GOODS ON WHICH THE DUTY HAD NOT BEEN PAID

THE SPOKESMAN SAID 269 OF THESE OFFENCES WERE IDENTIFIED AT
CUSTOMS CONTROL POINTS AND INVOLVED TRAVELLERS AND DRIVERS RETURNING
FROM CHINA CONCEALING CIGARETTES IN THEIR CLOTHING AND BAGGAGE, OR
INSIDE THEIR VEHICLES. '

THE OTHER CASES RESULTED FROM CUSTOMS OPERATIONS AT VARIOUS
POINTS ON LAND, SUCH AS STORES, MOBILE HAWKERS AND RESTAURANTS, OR ON

1 AT OO nT O
BOAK ESSELS .

"A TOTAL OF 1.4 MILLION CIGARETTES WITH A DUTY POTENTIAL OF
¢1 MILLION WERE SEIZED DURING THE SAME PERIOD," HE SAID.

TRAVELLERS WHO FAIL TO DECLARE CIGARETTES IN EXCESS OF THE
DUTY FREE CONCESSION WOULD BE PROSECUTED. THE MAXIMUM PENALTY WAS A
FINE OF $100,000 AND IMPRISONMENT FOR TWO YEARS .

WORKING PARTY ON KINDERGARTEN EDUCATION FORMED
¥ X X X X X

A WORKING PARTY HAS BEEN SET up TO ADVISE ON THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF A PACKAGE OF MEASURES INTRODUCED LAST YEAR TO
IMPROVE THE QUALITY OF KI NDERGARTEN EDUCATION, THE DIRECTOR OF
EDUCATION, MR LI YUET-TI NG, SAID TODAY ( THURSDAY ) .

MEMBERSHIP OF THE WORKING PARTY ON KINDERGARTEN EDUCATION,
WHICH HAD BEEN MEETING REGULARLY, COMPRISED A WIDE NON-OFFICIAL
REPRESENTATION, HE SAID.

MR LI WAS SPEAKING AT THE PRESENTATION CEREMONY OF THE 1991
ZONTA ACHIEVEMENT AWARD WHICH CENTRED ON PRE-SCHOOL EDUCATION AND
PAID TRIBUTE TQ MRS ANGELA LUK CHIU KWAN-HUNG AND MS SANSAN CHING ON
THEIR OUTSTANDING ACHIEV EMENTS 1IN THEIR WORK.

ON THE IMPROVEMENT MEASURES, MR L1 SAID THE TEACHER-PUPIL
RATIO OF 1:20 FOR NURSERY AND FULL-DAY KI NDERGARTEN AND 1:30 FOR
KINDERGARTEN CLASSES CAME INTO EFFECT LAST S EPTEMBER .

AT THE SAME TIME, HE SAID STEPS HAD BEEN TO ENCOURAGE
KINDERGARTEN OPERATORS TO PAY TEACHERS ACCORDING TO RECOMMENDED
SALARY SCALES SO THAT 1 NTRAINED TEACHERS COULD BE MOTIVATED TO SEEK
TRAINING AND REMAIN IN THE PROFESSTON.

"AS A RESULT, THE ENROLMENT FOR THE TWO-YEAR QUALIFIED
KINDERGARTEN TEACHER TRAINING COURSE HAS INCREASED BY 18 PER CENT AND
'HE NUMBER OF APPLICATIONS FOR THE 12-WEEK QUALIFIED ASSISTANT
KINDERGARTEN TEACHER COURS ES THIS YEAR HAS INCREASED BY SOME 60 PER
CENT COMPARED W1TH LAST YEAR, " HE SAILD.

HE ADDED THAT IT WAS ALSO ENCOURAGING TO SEE THAT THE
WASTAGE RATE OF KINDERGARTEN TEACHERS HAD BEEN CONSIDERABRLY REDUCED.

/THE IMPROVEMENT




/JEMENT MEASURES INCLUDED A NEW KINDERGART
TO BENEFIT A GREATER NUMBER OF PARENTS IN NEED.

THIS MONTH, THE NUMBER OF SUCCESSFUL APPLICANTS FOR FEE
'HE CURRENT SCHOOL YEAR WAS ABOUT 6,000, DOUBLE 'HAT
OLD FEE ASSISTANCE SCHEME.

"FHIS FEE REMISSION SCHEME WILL BE MADE MORE iENEROUS IN THE
CHOOL YEAR \S ADDITIONAL FUNDS ARE BEING ALLOCATED TO

'HE SCHEME," MR LI SAID.

HE ADDED THAT TRAINING FACILITIES FOR KINDERGARTEN TEACHERS
HAD BEEN ENHANCED SO THAT KINDERGARTEN OPERATORS WERE ABLE TO SEND
MORE STAFF FOR TRAINING.

d i) et e

AIDS PREVENTION EXHIBITION IN SHA TIN
¥ % %% 3

A FIVE-DAY EXHIBITION TO AROUSE PUBLIC INTEREST AND EKNOWLEDGE
AIDS WILL BEGIN TOMORROW (FRI DAY ) AT THE EXHIBITION GALLERY OF
[N TOWN HALL.

ORGANTSED BY THE ADVISORY COUNCIL ON AIDS, THE EXHIBITION Al M3
T FOSTERING POSITIVE, SYMPATHETIC AND SUPPORTIVE ATTITUDE TOWARDS
ATDS ATTENTS AND CARRIERS. i

'HE EXHIBITION FEATURES 10 DISPLAY BOARDS CONTAINING
COMPREHENSIVE INFORMATION ON VARIOUS ASPECTS OF AIDS. VIDEO SHOWS AND
WUIZ GAMES ARE ALSO AVAILABLE TO HELP FURTHER ENHANCE VISITORS'

)ERSTANDING OF THE KiLl ER DISEASE.

STAFF FROM THE AIDS COUNSELLING AND HEALTH EDUCATILON
I'HE DEPARTMEN OF HEALTH WILL BE PRESENT AT THE
ENQUIRIES FROM THE PUBLIC,

OF THE EXHIBITION CAN BE ARRANGED FOR GROUP
ROOKING CAN BE MADE ON TEL. T10. 2429,
FREE EDUCATION AND INFORMATION LEAFLETS AND SOU\ ENIRS Wil BE

DISTRIBUTED.
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TWO DB'S ELECT REPRESENTATIVES
X ¥ X ¥ X

TWO DISTRICT BOARDS ELECTED THEIR REPRESENTATIVES TO THE
REGIONAL COUNCIL AT SEPARATE MEETINGS TODAY (THURSDAY). :

_THEY ARE MR CHEUNG KUEN OF THE NORTH DISTRICT BOARD AND MR SIN
KAI OF THE KWAI TSFNG DISTRICT BOARD.

UNAUTHORISED BUILDING WORKS IN TAI PO TO BE CLOSED
- A A A B

THE BUILDING AUTHORITY 1S SEEKING TO CLOSE THE UNAUTHORISED
BUILDING WORKS AT BLOCK 39, SAVANNA GARDEN, LOT 4283 TAI PO ROAD, TAI
i KAU, SO THAT THEY CAN RE DEMOLISHED WITHOUT DANGER TO THE
OCCUPIERS AND THE PUBLIC.

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO APPLY FOR A CLOSURE ORDER UNDER THE
BUILDINGS ORDINANCE FROM THE HONG KONG DISTRICT COURT ON JULY 9 WAS
POSTED ON THE PREMISES TODAY (THURSDAY).

DEMOLITION WORK 1S EXPECTED TO START ONCE THE CLOSURE ORDER I3

FRESH WATER CUT IN KWAI CHUNG
¥ ¥ ¥ % %

FROM 8 PM
THE FOLLOWING DAY TO FACILITATE

FRESH WATER SUPPLY TO KWAI CHUNG WILL BE SUSPENDED

ON SATURDAY (JUNE 1) TO & AM
WATERMAINS CONNECTION WORKS .

THE AREA TO BE AFFECTED BY THE SUSPENSION IS BOUNDED BY CASTLE
PEAK ROAD, TEXACO ROAD, TSUEN WAN ROAD AND KWAI CHUNG ROAD INCLUDING
KWAI CHUNG, KWAI FONG, KWAI HING AND THE INDUSTRIAL AREAS AT TAI LIN
PAT ROAD AND WO TONG TSUI STREET .






