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SCHEME TO WIDEN DIRECT SALES OF RICE
P

A scheme to widen direct sales of rice is being worked out
by the Commerce and Industry Department in a further move to stabilise
consurmer rice prices.

As o first step, arrangements have already been made for major
department stores to obtain supplies from importers at prevailing
market rates for sale to the public.

The department is now working out a system for enabling wider
diréat sales to organisations employing a substantial number of workers.

"We are determined to do everything possible to ®nsure that
the public get rice at a fair price," a department spokesman said today.

He confirmed that an Advisory Committee on Rice is being
established by the Commerce and Industry Department to coordinate the
operation of the rice control scheme,

All sections of the rice trade -~ importers, wholesalers and
retailers =- are being invited to nominate representatives to serve on
the committee,

The working arrangements for wider direct sales of rice will be
discussed when the committee meets for the first time next Won.

It is intended that direct sales should be expanded to arganisations
employing at least 200 workers. An agreed minimum direet purchase from
importers will be worked out.

In the meantime, the release of rice on a direct sale baais to

major department stores is proceeding.
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LAND SALES FORECAST FOR NEXT SIX MONTHS
ootk o ook o

Forty-two lots of crown land with an overall area of some
671,000 square feet will be offered for sale between April and September
this year.

Of these, 22 arc for industrial development, 14 for residential
use and six for commercial/residential purposes.

This was disclosed today by the Director of Lands and Survey
in the Lond Sales Forecast for the six-month period between April 1 and

September 30,

Those sites which will be sold for industrisl/godown development

will range from 2,100 square feet to 26,300 square feet in areas Their
overall area covers some 702,182 square feet. Fourteen of them will
be in Choung Sha Wan, six in Kwun Tong and two in Chai Wan.

At the same time, 14 sites for residential purposcs are to
be put for sale =-- scven in Broadcast Drive, four in Cloud View Road
and threc in San Ha Street,Chai Wan. 'The arecas of the sites, which
amount ‘to 324,140 square feet, range from 10,600 square feet to
55,000 squarc fect.

Six other sites for commercial/residential development =- five

in Yowloon and onc on Hong Kong island — will also be offcred for sale.
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Particulars of the Land Sale Forecast together with plans
showing the location of the lots to be sold may be inspected at the
Crovm Londs and Survey Offices on both sides of the horbour; the
Public Enguiry Sub-office in Ice House Street§ all City District Offices;
the office of the District Commissioner; New Territories, North Kowloon
Magistracy; and at the Commerce and Industry Department in Counaught
Road Central.

Copies of the forecast may be obtained frec of charge by calling
at any of the above offices or by written request to the Crovm Lands
and Survey Offices,

The sale dates for each lot will be notified in the government
gazette and adveirtised in English and Chinese newspapers in the usual woy.

At the time of advertising, detailed conditions of sale and sale
plons will be available to the public and these may be obtained at the
Crovm Lands and Survey Office, or at the Public Enquiry Sub-Office in
Ice House Street.

Note to Editors: Copics of the full list of the Provisional

Lond Sales Forecast are boxed for collection.

St wud TRk it




Thursday, March 7, 1974

4 -

TAXTI CONVERSION TABLES READY
o o o o o
The Transport Department will begin distributing taxi conversion
tables tomorrow (Friday) morning in preparation for the introduction of

the revised fare structure on Sunday.

Qépics of the tables will be available from the three taxi operators

associations and from the licensing offices of the Transport Departument
in Hanngﬂnﬁ and Kowloon.

,! The table, which will be operative as an interim measure until
taxd meters arc rccalibrated, tested and sealed at the new rate, will
carry the departmont}s special chop. This will identify then me-the
official guide for toxi drivers and passengers.-—

From Sunday norning, the tables will have to be displayed nexc
to the taxi meter. Any taxd-whose neter has not been converted and in
which the table is not displayed will have to charge the amcunt shown
on the existing ncter.

in a covering note to the taxi associations and drivers, the
Transport Departrment said, among other things, that all taxis rust have
their neters recalibrated and submitted for inspection, testing and scaling.

However, the department emphasises that operators should not

convert meters until they have an appointment for an inspection.
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GOVERNOR VISITS HIGH ISLAND RESERVOIR
T

The Governor, Sir Murray MacLehose, this afternoon spent about
one and a half hours at Sai Kung to see for himself how wark is Progressing
at High Island to build Hong Kong's largest reservoir.

At a cost of $1,348 million, the High Island Scheme will boost
the local fresh water storage capacity to 128,000 million gallons by 1979,
when its major construction works are completed,

Sir Murray was first briefed by the Senior Resident Engineer, Mr,
Tony Vail, on the construction plans and the work that is being carried out.

From a vantage point overlooking the strait of Kwun Mun, Sir
Murray inspected the sea~bed between two coffer dams from vwhich sea-water has
been pumped out.

A concrete core base will be laid right across the boftom to form
the foundation for the 340 feet west dam.

The Governor then proceeded to the casting yard for dolosse, where
the giant concrete blocks are being cast in steel moulds,

Some 7,000 of these precast units will be locked together to form

a breakwater at the eastern end of the fresh-water lake to withstand heavy

SetSe

Sir Murray next wemt to see the coffer dams being formed for the east

These coffer dams have not béen closed yet, but in a few weeks, sea
water will start to be’ pumped out to enable construction of the main east dam

to be carried out in the dry.

/Tllﬂ outer sesamen
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The outer of the two coffer dams will be used, after the completion
of the main dam, to form the permanent breakwater.,

The High Island Watgr Scheme is the largest conventional reservoir
built by the government. With the alternative of desalting plants, it is
also the last because consulting engineers, Messrs. Binnie and Partners of
London, have pointed out that there are no further. watersheds for major
reservoirs,

For the present scheme, water is trapped within a wide-~covering
catchment area and fed into the reservoirj but only to the extent it does
not doﬁrive farmers of water for irrigation and other uses.

There will be 4,5 miles of catchwaters, and some 25 miles of tumnels
to carry the water to the reservoir, to transfer water from High Island to
the Sha Tin Treatment Works, and to carry water betwcen High ‘Island and Plover
Cove by way of Lower Shing Mun Reservoir.

When the water has been treated at the Sha Tin Works =~ the handling

capacity of which has been greatly expanded for the scheme == it will be

taken to urban areas in Kowloon through a duplicate Lion Rock Tunnel which
will also carry road traffic.

Storing of water is expected to begin in 1976. Then full, High
Island reservoir will have a capacity of 60,000 million gallons, or some 70
percent of the existing 17 reservoirs put together,

LN NN N

Note to Editors: Copies of a photograph taken during the

Governor's visit are boxed for collection.

ﬂ——-—onﬂd-—
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REENT CONTROL LEGISLATION CLARIFIED
o o

The Rent Control legislation does not permit an automatic
increase of 21 per cent in rents as some landlord and tenants believe,
a Rating and Valuation Department spokesman said today.

Clarifying the rate of increase permitted under the legislation,
he said the amount of increase is determined from the current rent paid
and the fair market rent assessed by the department.

The difference between these two rents is then divided by 5 and
the resultant figure is the amount of the certified i.ucrease, However,
in most cases where the rateable value of the premises does not exceed

$30,000 the inercase may not exceed 21 per cent.

With regard to Current Rent, the sﬁokesman exploined that this

was defined as "the rent payable, exclusive of rates," i.e« if the
1anﬂlgfd is responsible for the payment of rates, the amount of such
rates has to be deducted from the rent paid to arrive at the Current Rént,.
It is to this figure that the maximum permitted increase in rent
of 21 per cent is appliecd.
_ So far, the department has issued some 6,000 Certificates of
Wﬂ Inerease.

The following table illustrates how the certified increase

is worked out:
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Similar Premises
TAT lB!
(i) Fpir Market Rent $1,000 $1,000

(ii) Current Rent #800 8650

Differcnce (i - ii) $200 $350
Difference divided by 340 $70 $110*

Factor of 5 (a 5% (a 106% (*In this case
inerease) increase) as 3110 exceeds
(i.ce the Increase in 21% of $450 the
rent allowed) amount of
incrcase certified
would be $99)

it e e AT e S

MEET THE MEDIA

o ok o ok oK

Note to Editors: Mre. Roy Porter, Director of Oil Suppliesy
will be guest speaker at g Mset The Media

session at 11 a.m. tomorrow (Friday).

The meeting will be held in the 35 rm theatre

of the Government Information Services, 5th floor.
You are invited to have it covered.

Television crews are requested to set up their

equipment before the start of the meeting.

i
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DSV OPENS CARE AND ATTENTION HOME

o e e e

T

The Tung Wah Groun ol Yospitals' Care and Attention Home in
Aberdeen was cfiicially openad today (Thursday) by Hr. Kenneth Topley,
the Director of Social Welfare.

The Home is attached to the David Trench Home for the Aged
:m Nam Long Shan Road, Housed in a converted block, it has places for
76 senile people needing spcaicl ca—e and attention.

Spealking at the C=remony Mz . Topley said the opening of the
Home marked a signifiesn® ston towards the rrovision of welfare services
for the aged.

He said many welfara sgened been working consistently
in this field and many homesz for the aged were set up a long time agoe.

Ye seid, howzivw, it had been noticed that because of theix
inadequate facil-tiees anl estaslishreant the existing homes for the aged
were umable to take carc of infirm old people reeding special
attention.

But, he pointec ouv, tie lung Wish Group of Hospitals has been
gaining much exper:ience aud maizing outstanding achievements in running
homes for the aged and infirmaries and believed it would do its best to
provide services to those for whom the Home has been planneds

Mr. Topley also noted that the setting-up of Care and Attention
ﬁumas or-Infirma~ies has besa recommendzd by the Working Party on the

future needs cf th2 elderly.

\l
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SPECIAL TRAFFIC ARRANGEMENTS ON SUNDAY
Community Chest To Hold '"Walk For A Million!
SEARERRR
Special traffic arrangeménts will be introduced in the vieinity

of the Government Stadium on Sunday (March 10) when the Community Chest

will hold & 'Walk for a Million!,

On that day, Link Road will be one way (downslope) from Broadwood
Road to Caroline Hill Road between 9 a.m. and 7 p.m.

During the same period, three other roads will be closed, They
are Caroline Hill Road, south of the South China Athletic Association
Building; Eastern Hospital Road (apart from those vehicles requiring access
to the Tung Wah Hosptial), south of the junction with Tung Lo Wan Road, and
Cotton Path.

Parking will be suspended in Link Road between Broadwood Road
and Caroline Hill Road from 7,30 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Parking will be permitted in the Stadium Car Parks before 9 ashe
after which time no vehicles will be allowed to leave the general area of the
Stﬂdium,and'further parking will be suspended until 7 p.m.

Also affected will be the eastbound bus stop on Leighton Road,
opposite the Po Leung Kuk, which will be temporarily suspended between 8 a.m.
and 12 noon.

Motorists are strongly advised to avoid the area of the Government
Stadium unless their journey is absolutely necessary.

People taking part in the walk are requested to use public transport

when travelling to and from the Stadium,

BRSO
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CONSUMER ADVISORY SERVICE
Daily Cuide To Wholesale Market Prices And Supplies
Goee e
Mo following prices were realised today (Thursday) at sales
under the Rice Control Scheme and at Fha Vegetable Marketing Organiaatinn
Vholesele Market and the Fish Marketing Organisation Vholesale Market ab
Cheung Sha Wan, Kowloon:

Supplies and Vholesale Prices of Rice

Availability Tholesale Price
Grade of Supply ($/catty)

China Rice - Avera
iy ——

~ old crop

Bea Hew
- new crop

2.00

8.C.Jion - old crep &
1. 94
Po ligai 1.63
Chu Cho ' .l s

Thai Rice | 1.91
1CK£??H1016

10-15% Brokens : . 1.89
A1 Super Extra ' 1.67 I

A1 Super e e

' fhole (lutinous -

U.8. Rice
: gggxpalian Rioe
Palcintan Rice . _ ; e

Tajwan Rico o 1.60

/Bupplies and svesses
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Supplies and Wholerale Prices of Marine Fish

\ Availability Vholesale Price
Species of Supply (8/catty)

- High Low - Average
Golden Thread Good - 35 2.5 3.0
Big-Eycs Good 0.7 1.7
Squid i Limited 2.8
Hair-Tails Good ' 1.0
Lizord Tishes Normal . 1.1
Croaleers Normal
Conpger-Pike~Ecls Normal
Melon Coat i, Normal
Breans ; ; Normal
Yellow Bolly . ' Good
Mackerols Good
Red Goat‘Fish i IGood
Fork-Tail | Normal
Horse-Haad 1 Good
Malon Sced Scarce
Poofrets Scarce
Geroupas | _ Normal

" Yellow Croaker -

/Supplies and .,;...-




Supplies

Toocil s

' 4

¥lovoring cabbage
White cabbago
Chineso Lottuce
Chineso hﬂle
Spring onion

épinao‘h _

Vater orocs

Toaf mustard cabbage

Tomato

W

odvced ﬂn"r¢nhﬁo*

fivailal il j.'t_f

F o] by 5
Hermal

Good

Norral

Good

Good

Hormal

Normal

‘Limited

Limited
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Vholesale Price

. (8fcatty)

High  Iow  Averago

T2 0.8
0.6 0.5
0.7
1.0
0.6
1.0
1.0
0.8

1.6

Supplios end Tholesale Prices of Pork (Iive weight)

Availability
of Supply

Vholesale Price
( 8/ picul)

(Average)
300






